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Them Hang

T'hirtyv-Eight Indians . .

Mrs. Marcia Doughty ?lke.
£8, lono-time resideni ©f
Beaverton, Or., is proba‘f’]_}'
the only person now livin
who witnessed the historic
kangings of those 38 Sioux
Indians 78 vears ago.

Mrs. Pike, it will be noted,
still speaks — &8s regards In-
diens—with the air and the

belief of the early pioneers,

BY MARCIA DOUGHTY PIKE
as told to
MARY EVELYN YOUNG

IT WAS in the fall of 1862—
in Mankato, Minn.—and when
I was a girl of 10 years, that 1
wiinessed the hangings of the
3€ Annuity Sioux Indians who
had been condemned {for their
atrocious participation in the
massacre of white settlers. Thir-
ty-eight savages paying dearly
for their crimes! Seventy-cight
vears have passed. yet the im-
print of that scene on my {ilm
of mind has never dimmed.

1 saw the great crowd of
outraged citizens as they gath.
cred around the gallows, and 1
undersiood wcll the meaning of
their cries of justified approval
n what was about to take place.
Trose hangings, deplorable

gh they were, yet {illed the
hearts of the settlers with thank-
fuiness and reverence to their
God. for it marked the end of
terror, waged by the hostile red
men.

MASSACRE:
Had Preceded
The Executions

A boy-soldier who was stand-
ing near me watched intently
the final arrangements. Hisown
mother and brothers and sisters
hac been cruelly slain. His face
was pale and quivering, but he
gave a shout of righteous exul-
tation as the drop fell and jus-
tice had carried. In my child-

like sympathy, I reached for his °

hand and pressed it warmly.
He scemed grateful. I never saw
him after that day, but I trust
he found his pathway not too
horny as he faced the world
alone.

Bcefore going on with my
story of the exccutions, I must
first recount something of the
n-2ssacre.

On Monday morning, the 18th
of Augus!. 1862, a party of
white settlers—citizens of New
Ulm, Minn.—left that place to
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recruit for volunteers under the
call of President Lincoln for
the union army in the south.

When some seven or eight
miles west of New Ulm, theyv
came across dead bodies of
several white persons lying in
the road. Becoming satisfied
that it was the work of Indians,
they turned to retrace their
steps and give warning. While
on their way back, a party of
the savage monsters fired from
ambush, killing several of the
men. Those escaping, continued
on to the village and gave the
alarm.

The pcople {from the =ur.
rounding country soon began
pouring into the village, flee-
ing for their lives and bringing
news of a general massacre in
the country above and the coun-
try back of that point. Many of
the fecling inhabitants had left
members of their families mur-
dered or in the hands of the
savages. Some stepped in New
Ulm, others fled to St. Peter
and still others to points below.,

An indescribable panic at
once scized the populace of this
hitherto quiet settlement. Many
of them immediately sent their
women and children {o St. Peter
for safety, and by midnight the
strcam of frightened fugitives
was filling that place. However,
many others of the citizens. in-
cluding my father, deemed it
no less safe in New Ulm. So we
remained there,

Women and children were
taken at once to hastily impro-
vised fortresses in the center of
the town. My brother and sev-
eral of the younger children in
our family of 13 — together
with a number of other fami-
lies—were taken to what was
called the fort. This was a giz-
able building, but, having no
beds, we had to sleep on the
floor—if at all,
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Though stricken with utter
panic as they fled from their
homes. a few of the women yet
had the presence of mind to
seize a blanket or a quilt or per-
haps a pillow or two—Dbarely
enough for needs of their own
children, it may have been, vet
somehow they managed to share
with those souls who had been
too frightened even to think,
and had brought nothing. The
spirit of Christian love which
prevailed among these people
was manifestly even greater in
this, their hour of extreme peril.

Guards were stationed out-
side these shelters.

Three of my brothers—Thom-

as. Frank and Martin Doughty
—had enlisted in the regular
army, and I was very proud to
be their little sister. Strangely

cnough, it so happened that
these three soldier brothers
were among those patrolling the
fort. But I did not know it at
the time or I'm sure 1 would
have felt safe indeed.

INDIANS:
Race About Country
Slaying Settlers

During all that night and the

, next day the Indians overran

the country roundabout, mur-
dering the inhabitants and burn-
ing their buildings, and late in
the afternoon of Tuesday, a
party of mounted Indians ap-

pecared on the outskirts of the
town. Dismounting. they ad-
vanced at once upon the place.
The people were panic-stricken
and nearly helpless. Their {fire-
arms were, for the most part,

unfit for use in heavy {ighting
and they were In a seemingly
hopeless condition. Fortunately
for them. a party of well armed
men — including soldiers —ar-
rived from St. Pewer and Nucol-
les.

All the vast Degion oxer
which these savage monsters
swept in their desolating march
was abandoned by such of the
inhabitants as survived. anc in
onec week from the morning of
August 18 all that scene of sn
ing beauty was reduced to uticr
desolation, and from a position
of comfort and plenty those
man) thousands of fleecing fugi
tives became p:tiful objecis of
misery and want,

During the entirc weck over
all that wide regior. the n
night sky was red with the lurid
flames of burning buildinzs and
stacks of grain and hay. Lc S
by fire were immecense. The
houschold goods of these peopie,
including even their persona
clothing, were either carried
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titutea {or that
after the troops
gone to winter quarters
and the campaign of 1862 was
over. there arose the question
whether all those condemned
ought {c suffer the extreme pen-
alty of the law. Three hundred
three red men had been eon-
demned and recommended for
capital punishment. These were
confined at Camp Lincoln,
awaiting further orders of the
general government. The idea
of executing 303 Indians, mur-
dcrers thougl thex were,
aroused the sympathy of thosec
who were far removed from the
scenes of their inhuman butceh-
cries. and Precident Lincoln
was importuned beyond al! rea-
sonable bounds by interested
friends for the release of these
savages

APPEALS:
Brought Reduction
In Death Sentences

Had these red-skinned natives
been engaged in open war, such
as the law of races or of na-
tions tolerate, their advocates
might well have claimed for
them the righs extended to pris-
oners of war. But these savages
had declared no open war. They
had secretly conspired against
the lives of men. women and
childrel a time of peace when
the hand of genuine friendship

was extended for their relief,.

There is a wide difference be-
tween killing of men in open
war and brutal massacre in time
of peacc. The former may be ex-
cusec or perhaps justified,
while the latier must be con-
demned by every moral code en:
titled to the least consideration.

The tide of svmpathy, how-
cver, rolled on and the persis-
tent appeals to the president
were {inally successful. So, in-
stead of 303 Indians condemned
by mulitary court. only 40 were
to be executed. The sentence of
one of these was afterwards
commuted to the penitentiary
and one dicd a natural death,
Jeaving the number to be exe-
cuted at 38

These priconers had been re-
moved to apartments separate
and distinct from the other In-
dians, and the death warrant

was made known to them

througch an interpreier — the
Rev. Mr. Riggs. one of the Sioux
missionaries. Through th
terpreter Colone M

dressed the prisoncers

stance as follows:

“The commanding officer at
this place has called to speak to
Vou upon a very scrious subject
this afternoon. Your Great Fa-
ther at Washington, after care-
fully reading what the wit.
nesses have testified in your
several trials, has come to the
conclusion that vou have each
been guilty of wantonly and
wickedly murdering his white
children and for this reason has
directed that you each be
hanged by the neck until you
arc dead. and that order will be
carried into effect on next Fri-
day at 10 o'clock in the fore.
noon. Good ministers, both
Catholic and Protestant, are
here and {from among whom
cach of you can sclect your
spiritual adviser. who will be
permitted to commune with you
constantly during the few days
that you are vet to live.”

The occasion was onc of
great solemnity. vet little emo-
tion was manifested by these
Indian prisoners. Only one, a
half-breed named Muiford,
secemed not so calloused and
hardened. and he was the only
one who evidenced any depres-
sion of spirit. All listened at-
tentively. and at the conclucion

tof each sentence gave their

usual signal of comprechension—
“Ugh! Ughm!"”

RESPONSE:
To Death Werrant
Quite Feeble

At the reading of that portion
of the warrant condemning them
to be hung by the neck, the re-
sponse was quite feeble, and was
given by only two or three. Sev-
cral of the condemned smoked
their pipes during the reading,
and one in particular when the
time of execution was desig-
nated, quietly knocked the ashes
from his pipe and filled it afresh
with his favorite kinnikinnic,
while another was slowly rub-
bing in his hands a pipeful of the
same article, preparatory to a
good smoke.

Finally, on the 25th of Sep-
tember, 1862, the time had come
for the condemned Indians to
march to the gallows which had
been erected in Mankato. All
during the time of necessary ar-
rangements the prisoners kept
up a mournful wail, but were or-

derlv—even as
placed around }
the least resisiance was offere
The white caps which nad be
placed on top of their heads were
now drawn down over their
faces, shutting out forever the
light of day from their eyes.
Then ensued a scene never to
be forgotten. Captain Burt hast-
ily scanned all the arrangements
for the execution and motioned
to Major Brown, the signal of-
ficer, that all was recady. The
signal bell sounded, there was
one tap of the drum—then an-
other, and the stays of the drop
were knocked away. Only one
detail remained! One tense sec-
ond and then the rope was cut!
With a sickening crash the drop
fell and those 38 Indians passed
together into eternity!
Although everything was con-
ducted in the most orderly and
quiet manner, yvet as the drop fell
the citizens could not repress a
shout of righteous exultation.

The people who had gathered
in great crowds and who main-
tained a degree of order that
had hardly been anticipated.
now quietly dispersed acs the
wagons bore the bodies of the
murderers off to burial. How-
ever, few, I am sure, who had
wilnessed the awful scene would
ever have voluntarily looked
upon its like again,

That cvent of 78 years ago
marked the turning point in the
history of Indian troubles in
Minnesota. Thereafter, the white
scttlers had less difficulty main-
aining law and order within the
tribal ranks. The red man’'s en-
mity gave way to friendliness
and good will, and he came to
know the white man as truly his
benefactor. The gallows used at
those historic executions is r
in 8 museum in Mankato, Minn.

In 1869, seven vears after that
perilous summer and fall in the
New Ulm country, Marcia

Doughty, at the age of 17 years,

married "Alonzo Pike in Man-
kato, Minn. Shortly after that
they moved to Orcgon and lo-
cated in the beautiful Tualatin
valley. Mrs. Pike, now widowed,
lives in Beaverton, which has
been her home {for 62 vears. She
is both the oldest and the longest-

time resident in that city. Living °

alone, she derives much pleasure
yet to be at the head of her own
household, and possessed of a
keen memory her friends also
derive much pleasure in her nar-
ratives of early-day experiences.
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‘. Th,i' pen and ink sketch of Qho mdian hanging appeargd inﬂg newspdpef. It :s one q!_Mu. Marcia Doughty Pike's treasured keepsakes,
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This pen and ink sketch of the Indian hanging appeared in a newspaper. It 1s one of Mrs. Marcia Doughty Pike’s treasured keepsakes.
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