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[From diary of Tom Priestley~ Lieut. 3oh Wis. Vols. 
Mineral Pt, Wis.) 

Sunday, June 12, 1864. Took passage'.· · for St. Paul, Minn 

Fare 10.50 

Expenses 1.00 

.50 

arrived at Prairie Du Chien at 6. P.M. remained there until 12 night 

Monday, June 13, 1864. Left P. Du Chien l a.m. arrived at Prescott 

at 12.m. Remained there until midnight 

Expenses .30 

" 1.45 

', Tuesday, June 14, 1864. arrived at St. Paul at 11. a.m. remained 

in city at Merchants Hotel v[erjy hot d@.y. wrote to X & Lizzie. 

Spent 15.00 

3.00 

Wednesday, June 15, 1864. Vient out to Ft. Sn~lling Remained there 

~ all day. very hot day. wrote to Father sent for Gun &c 

\.) 

Thursday, June 16, 1864. 

day 

Spent 10.00 

12.00 

Remained in Ft Snelling all day ~}y hot 

Friday, June 17, 1864. Remained in Ft. Sn2lling all day. did 

nothing particular 

Saturday, June 18, 1864. e.. Left Ft. Sne ~ling for Ft Ridg~. Marched 

14. miles, very hot march. water evy fev1 miles camped on Minnesota 

River corJl> safe at Ferry. dry road 

Spent 5.00 

Sunday, June 19, 1864. Marched 13 miles from Minnesota River, rain 

fell in the morning passed tru·ough Shokapee at 9 a.m. distance 7 

miles camped on sand :but good campg ground good roads. 

spent 2.75 

Camped at 2 p.m. 
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Monday, June 20, 1864. Marched 20 miles passed through Bell Plain 

crossed Mi River camped on spring stream ~-mi±es-fpem-HeBeePeen~[crossed 
out in Ms.] 

good campg ground left camp at 5 1/2 a.m. good roads. 

spent 2.00 

Teamster killed 

Tuesday, June 21, 1864. Left camp on spri[n]g branch 3 miles from 

Henderson , at 10. a.m passed through Henderson. at 11 1/2 a.m. 

very hot dug ourselve:S-aroad . some marched 22 miles to proceerl 14 

not much wattr. men used up -- camped at 11. p.m. yery tired 

Spent 1.25 

Wednesday, June 22, 1864. Remained in camp all day to recruit Horses 

and oxen all in bad condition hot weather. camped near ~stockaqe 

called Fort Godhill reached camp at 10 p.m. 

Thursday, June 23, 1864. Marched at 4 a.m. to sort of ·a lake 

distance 10 miles remained there to 6 p.m. when again marched 30 

miles across plain no water for 22 miles reched Fort Ridgly at 

morihg of 24h 

[No entries for June 24 through July 8] 

Saturday, July 9, 1864. Left Fort Ridgely at 1 1/2 p.m. travelled 

north west 12 miles to Ferry over Minn River crossed over at 7 v.m 

camped about one half mile from it on the south side up on Tableland 

good water grass wood &c passed some 12 deserted farms camp was 

at Tower agency. houses destroyed 12 miles camp no. 1 

Sunday, July 10, 1864. Left camp at Lower Agency or Upper Agency 

on the Minnesota River at 7 a.m. arrived in camp Pope on Millil River 

about 11 a.m. 8 miles good grass and water. splendid farming 

country not much timber, good soil passed some desertedfarms. 

travelled nearly due west. Boys caught some fine fish. 8 miles 

'J '? > ' 

3. 

Monday,· July 11, 1864. Left camp in mo[r]n[in]g arrived 

at camp with but little water marched about 9. miles poor camp 
. 

wood & water scarce Camped about 4 p.m. 9 miles 

Tuesday, July 12, 1864. Left camp no 3 at 8 a.m. marched to 8 mile 

creek A. "B" lost some mules received mail. rain fell during the 

night good water & grass some wood splendid spring. 5 miles 

Wednesday, July 13, 1864. Left camp no 4 at 5 1/2 a.m. reached 

Woc5dLake at 10. a.m. Gn. Sibly had fight there marched to Cotton 

wood creek Distance traversed this day 12 miles or 14. good water & 

grass wood plenty enough for cooking warm day camped at 4 1/2 

p.m. good spring crossed the Yellow Medicine River 13 miles 

Thursday, ·July 14, 1864. Left camp no 5 on Cotton wood creek at 

4 1/2 a.m. travelled 10 miles to water arrived at 11 a.m good 

grass all the way. rested at creek and watered horses, moved again 

at 1 p.m. & marched about 8 miles to water camped on Mn River 3 

miles above camp Release plenty of water & tolerable grass, 

stock & men tired, hot day, camped at 4. p.m. 18 miles 

Friday, July 15, 1864. Left camp no. 6 at 8 1/2 a.m. travelled 4 

miles to sort of small slough or water in a ditch, rested -few 
[Lac;: qui Parle?] 

minutes travelled 3 miles to Lukpar River skirmishers were sent 

out in timber on the road near the river camped on opposite side 

of river --good grass pleln]ty of wood. Distance travelled today 

7 miles. Heavy shower in the evening. camped about noon 7 miles 
I Saturday, July 16, 1864. Left camp no 7 Lukpar Riv. at 5 1/2 a.m. 

pleseant morning. travelled north west. passed sort of half dried 

up slough ve[r]y little water in it about 8 or 9 miles from camp 

no 7. camped on slough or small Lake - poor water, no wood, distance 
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from camp on Whetstone creek 11 miles, camped at 2 p.m. on Lake 

Ramsey. poor water. Prairie country level. few mounds camp no 8 

11 miles 

Sunday, July 17, 1864. Left Camp No. 8. at 3J.5 .a·.m\ravelled north 

west about 14 miles without water. good grass prairie all the way. 

sort of dried up lakes on the road no wood. poor water men dug 

some wells, very hot day some 4 oxen died on the road. reached camp 

at 2 P. m no wood near camp named Lake Dead Ox Lake 14 miles C 9 

Monday, July 18, 1864. Left camp no 9 at 7 1/2 a.m. travelled north 

west four miles to Whetstone creek. good water & wood road good 

enough plenty of grass. camped on the west side. country rather ' . 
more roling creek is called Yellowworth. camp no 10 4 miles 

Tuesday, July 19, 1864. Left camp no 10 at 4.10 a.m. travelled north 

west - cool morning country more roling. passed small Lake about 11 

miles from camp Camped at 12.m on [Bl.ank in Ms.] creek good camp -

plenty of water some wood, good grass C 11. 14 miles 
(Izuza River) 

~W~e~d~n~e~s~d~a~y~,__;;..J~u=l_y---"-'2~0~,'-"'1~8_6_4. Left camp at 4 1/2 a.m. marched on north 

east of one fork of the creek on which we camped last night. travelled 

about 10 miles when rested and watered stock turned off the road 

to the left travelled in general course north west. passed small pond 

near camp. also some larger ones about 12 miles from camp no. 11. 

camped on Bull Head Lake at 1 1/2 P.M. Distance travelled to day 16 

miles. 16 mi C no 12 

Thursday, July 21 1 1864. Left camp no 12 at 4 a.m. travelled almost 

due north about 12 miles when road inclined to the west. passed some 

little water. level;c ountry camped near St Peter's River at t he foot of 

~ake Traverse good water wood & grass reached camp at 10. a.m. 

Distance traveled 15 m c 13 

5. 

Friday, July 22, 1864. Left camp no 14 on St. Peters River at 4. 

a.m. travelled westerly crossed same River about 3 1/2 or 4 miles 

from camp. made the crossing. travelled some 2 miles further toward -·;- .. 

the Coteau& when made another over small stream, went westward toward 

the coteaus. camping on small stream near the side of it - course 

to day is westerly 10 miles c 14 

Saturday, July 23, 1864. Left camp at 4 a.m travelled westerly 

across the corteau passed over very rolling country seen Mountain~. 

some small Lakes on the route. camped on Lake about 1/2 mile wide 

& 4 miles long. plenty of fish. name of Lake ''Enefuy '. · swim 

reached camp about 12 m 12 miles c 15 

Sunday, July 24, 1864. ~eft camp at 4 a.m travelled north n. west 

over very rolling country passed a number of small Lakes. camped 

about 2 p.m. on small Lake poor water, travelled about 17 miles 

17 miles C no 16 

Monday, July 25, 1864. Left camp at 6 a.m travelled n.n.w. about 

5 miles to Kettle Lake which is in somewhat of a circular form, camped 
on the south side 5 miles c 17 

[No entries for July 26 and July 27] 

Thursday, July 28, 1864. Moved camp about 3/4 mile to site for Fort 

Wadsworth. Major Brown came into camp. 

[No entries for July 29 through August 8) 

Tuesday, August 9, 1864. Vient over to Indian encampment with Maj 

Clowny, got into thick brush and difficult to proceed, forded bad 

places in Lake 

Wednesday, August 10, 1864. Remained in camp made out tri monthly 

report. wrote letter to Hd.QUrs Dist of M in one for blank books. 

one a report of progress of t l1e work going on in camp hot weather. 

was Sick spent 3.50 wine 
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Thursday, August 11, 1864. Went out hunting with Perrie Bottineau 
and three scouts. killed 12 Ducks shot at some white cranes very 
large birds, saw no buffaloes, windy & hot day - was vy sick, travelled 
about 20 miles, on Coteau. wild country--
Friday, August 12, 1864. Remained in camp all day more plesant 
weather. few drops of rain fell during the day. men at work getting out 
timber for block Houses and fitting up sawmill ' Maj sent mail to Ft [Ridgley] 
Ridley /nothing new in camp 
[No entries for August 13 through August 17] 
Thursday, August 18, 1864. Went out hunting Buffalo with Ferrie 
Bottineau and five other scouts. killed nothing but some ducks and 
prairie chickens, camped near the head of the Coteau Des Prairies no 
water for horses travelled about 40 miles to day 
Friday, August 19, 1864. Resumed our hunt at sunrise travelled 
Easterly to the side of the Coteau found good water and some Pra i rie 
Chickens eat our dinner near Skunk Lake hot weather saw but one 
buffalo, camped on the west side of the Coteau at dusk having 
travelled abt 40 miles this day. 
Saturday, August 20, 1864. Resumed our hunt at 6 A.M. travelled 
t owards camp saw some Ducks and chickens, reached camp at about 4 
p.m. having travelled about 25 miles. 
Sunday, ~ugust 21, 1864. Sent mail to Fort Abercrombie, also tri 
monthly report. 
[No entries from August 22 through August 24] 
Thursday, August 25, 1864. Remained in camp wrote letters to 
Father and others, very windy weather could not write 
Friday, August 26 2 1864. G. A. Bracketts train left for Fort Ridgley, 
sent mail by ,Mr . Vl'arren very windy weather. 

7 . 

[No entries from August 27 through September 2] 
Saturday , September 3 , 1864. Went out hunting with Dr Baker north of 
camp on the Coteau killed some Ducks and snipe. saw plenty of game. 
rainy weather all afternoon. returned to camp early, moved into Log 
House quarters. 
Sunday, September 4, 1864.. Remained in camp all day pleseant & warm 
weather. 

Monday, September 5, 1864. Remained in office all d[a]y men busy 
working on quarters or store Houses, rather, Cold blustryweather with 
some little rain. 
Tuesday, Se , tember 6, 1864. Remained in camp all day rain fell at 
intervals during the day cold chilly weather. men at work on Com-
misary & Q~ 5 ; . store House. nothing new or of importance transpiring 
in camp. 

Wednesday, September 7, 1864. Remained in camp all day - cool pleseant 
weather - mail did not come in as expected. amused myself in the 
evening listening to the howling of the wolves, beautiful sernading. 
[No entries for September 8 and 9] 
Saturday, September 10, 1864. Paymaster visited camp was busy all day. 
Sunday, September 11, 1864. Garrison paid by Major wm R Singler to 
Aug 31st 1864. 
Monday, September 12, 1864. Went out hunting with nr Baker killed 
some Ducks & Snipes rain fell during the day. 
[No entries for September 13, 14, and 15] 

arrived Friday, September 16, 1864. Bracketts ·train left from Fort Ridgley 
Min cool plesant weather Remained in camp 
Saturday, September 17, 1864. Bracketts train left for Fort Ridgly Min. 
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Sunday, Sep~ember 18, 1864. Dull in camp nothing stirring wrote 

letters home 

Monday, September 19, 1864. Attended to duties of office, but little 

going on in camp building &c progressing 

Tuesday, September 20, 1864. Remained in camp all day very pleseant 

weather, windy in the evening, men at work on store house 

[No entries from :~ ~eptember 21 through September 27) 

Wednesday, September 28, 1864~ Received orders to leave Fort Wadsworth 

D.T. & was relieved ,by M,aj . Ro'se2nd cay .• Mi vols 

Thursday, September 29 , 1864. Commenced march from Fort Wadsworth D.T. 

marched 24. miles down the Coteau on Bracketts route. plea[sa]nt weather 

rather cool camped at 4 1/2 P.M. with Col Thomas' command. 24 miles 

Friday, September 30, 1864. Left camp on Coteau at 6 1/2 a.m. marched 

14 miles to side of Coteau off of same about 8 miles, good water not 

much wood, men drew rations. rainy drizzly weather cleared up during 

t he night. Distance 15 1/2 mi 

Saturday, October 1, 1864. Left camp at 6 1/2 a.m marched to one 

fo r k of Whetstone creek camped on East side grass badly frost bitten. 

water fair good roads plesant day marched 23 miles 

Sunday, October 2, 1864. t:eft camp on Fork of 'irhetstone creek at 

6 a.m. arrived at Whetstone creek at about 8 a.m. good road. travelled 

to Yelloworth c~eek (O"T X1ellovibank good campg ground Distance 18 mi 

Monday, October 3, 1864. Left camp on Yellowbank1:-: at 5 1/2 a.m. 

marched to Lukpar River distance 27 miles. passed two lakes on the 

road. one dried up cool weather. Lt Curtin reported to command 

on his way to Ft. W- - cold frosty night D 27 mi 

Tuesday, October 4, 1864. Left camp on Lukpar River at 3 1/2 a. m 

marched to old camp about 7 miles 

co my 

' rested and waited for Col Thomas' 

9. 

Wednesday, October 5, 1864. Marched from creek to Yellow Medicine 

River Distance· 23 mi 

Thursday, October 6, 1864. Marched from Yellow Medicine to Rice 

creek good road, plenty of wood & water at camp Dist. 17 

Friday, October 7, 1864. Left ~amp on Rice creek at 5 1/2 a.m. 

marched to Ferry and crossed. went ahead of the command and arrived at 

Fort Ridgley at 3 1/2 p.m. stoped at Mrs Clarks boarding House 

Distance 28 miles 

Saturday, October 8, 1864. Rema-ined at Ft. Ridgly Col Thomas' 
I'\ 

commandi· arrived at 12.m. very pleseant weather cohl night 

Sunday, October 9, 1864. Remained at F'ort Ridgfy Minn. 

Monday, October 10, 1864. Conimenced march for St. Paul marched 27 

miles camped on Swan Lake cool weather frosty mornings D 27 miles 
Tuesday, October . 11, 1864. Marched from Swan Lake to St. Peter 

prai~ie country not much water f<ew partialy dried up sloughs good 

farming country near St. Peter. t own well located on the Minn River 

site for a flourishg village Dist 16 miles 

Wednesday, October 12, 1864. left St Peter at 6 a.m. marched 4 miles 

east of Henderson Frank Korn and Enright left behind 

[No entries for October 13 and 14] 
creek 

Dist 18 mi 

Saturday, October 15, 1864. Left camp[illeg.] / at 6. a.m. arrived 

at Fort Sn~lling at 10. a.m. pleseant morning. 

[No entries from October 16 through October 19] 

Thursday, October 20, 1864. Left St Paul for St Louis at 12. m. on 

board the Aeriel got stuck on a sand bar at l p.m. reached Prescott 

on mor [n] ing of 21st Found Dealer ~pd~· 2po 
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