
The Riggs M ssionary Party. 
Michael and Gabriel Renville 

August ifth, two . half-breeds~a.nd two Indians, Maza-

kut.e-man1 "Shoots iron as he walks", and .A.na-wang-mani "Walks alon.iside" 

called Paul and Simon, came to Missionary Ri~gs at Hazelwood, and warned 

them of the impending danger. They gat'hered the people together ud t.ook 

them to aR island in the Mi:Anesota River• about three miles from the Mis-

sion. Tuesday aft.erllOOl\ Andrew HuJ1t.t.er a son-1n-law of Dr. 1'il11amsom 

informed t.hem t.hat Williamson a.nd his party were secreted some dist.a.nee 

below, so tl1ey formed a junction with them in the evening and in a heavy 

thu:M.de:t·storm star·t.ed on their way down t.he orth s1d.e of the river, going 

at first, far out on the prairie till they struck the Lac qui Parle road 

to the fort .• On Weclnesday t.hey we -re joined by three Germans who had been 

at Yellow Medicine. During this day ana 1Thursc1e.y the party seems to have 
~t(. 

wandered from their course, but. on ~1 night. t.hey ce.me up within a 

mile ancl a half of the fort, and Anclrew Hunt.er crawled 1l'lt.o t.he fort, but 

was told t.ha t. they ha.d bet. t.er keep on t.o the t.owris e.nd not. t.ry to enter· 

through t.he supposed Indian lines. As a raat. t.er of fact t.he In<11ans had 

been whipped out and had gone to New Ulm, which they at.tacked the next 

mor·ning. Early satur·day morning when soree eight miles from the fort toward 

Henderson, a man nanted Gilligan and the t.:tlree Gerinans determined to i'O 

to New Ulm. In spi t.e of protestation they left and had hardly gone a mile 

when overtaken and ell were killed. On Sunday they m.et. Solie settlers re-

tur·:ri i ng t.o t.he 1r hoTRes and s t.oppec1 a d rested wi t.h t.hera over Jtight.. On 

Mol'l.day the party separated JU!U't. goil'lg to Henderson, the rest. to St. Peter. 

In the part~~ were Rev. Stephen. Ret.ur.Jrt Riggs and family, Dr. ,Tola P. 

'1'1111c.mson and frunilY includi:rig his sister ,Jane, H. D. CllllniRihM a:ad 

fe.m11 Y, An<lrew Hunt.er and wife, n. w. Moore and wife, ,Tonas Pettijoh111. 

fltnd farn11Y, G1111gaJt, -- ---.. . 
_____ Orr·, who was wounded, a c1aui'hter 

of Andrew Robertson, a mixed-blood, an~ Adria .r. Ebell, of Yale College, 

who took a p1ct.ure of t.he esce.p1sg part.y, oa Thuraday at d11tner. Beside 

these the three Germans, not ide~t1f1ed, who joi•ed them on Wednesday. 
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Tiit all: pr·obab111 t.y t.iiere were others, Mel ano•g them fa1 t.h:CUl I•d1a. 

frie~ds, whom tbey have Rot had the ~oocl•eas to remember after reach1•g 

safety. The preeeace of Miss Robertso• is vouched for by her brother 

Thoe • .A. Robertson of Veblen, s. n., she is seo.ted wit.h the st.riped shawl 

about heri 1ft the foreground of the picture. Of this picture sgec1al 

attention is called t.o the fact. t.hat it, J\as bee11 circulat.ed as fill rep-

reser1t.1~i t.he John Other Day par·ty, is eve:A posted o~ the walls of 

the Pioneers Cabin on the Fair Grounds that way. such is aot the case, as 

the face of Mr. Ri ggs in the group at. the left plainly shows. The Other 

Day P0.l't.y was composed of the fradera aRd people at the Upper• Agel't.CY, 

while these are f rom Hazelwood t.he JR1ss10:1.ar~' and educational settlem.e•t 

a few miles fr·om trLe ~\&ency. The Other· Day pe.rt.y went to HUt.chiAson, this 

party to Henderson and st .. Peter. The children of Pet t i john and otr"ers 

and the wi fe of Hunt.er·, c.s well as Miss Rober·t.son we1"e mixed-bloods. 
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R 1ggs Missionary Par·1.:r--2 . 

Tf-h all pr·obabili t.y there were others, and among t.:C~ Am :fai t.tJ.fUl Indian 

fr !en<is , wl1om t.ti.e Y :have not had t.he goodness to rer.iember• aft.er r·each1ng 

safµ ty . T11e presence of Miss Robertson is vo1Jched for by her brother 

Thos . A. Roller i.son of Veblen, G. D., she is sa.J.t ed wi t.h t ile s tr 1ped. shawl 

a botl t. he r·, in t.!if' fo regr·ound of t.ne p ic t. ur·e • Of t.t.i s p ict.ur·e BDeci~l 

at.t.en1. ior1 is called to the fact. t.t!at it. ha8 been cir·culat.ecl a.s XXM rep-

rRS P.:r:tir:g t.he ,Totn otr~er Day par·t.y , is even posted on t.:r1e walls of 

tile Pioneer·s Cabill Gi.1 tl:e Fair Gr·ounds t.r.1.at way. s1;c11 is not t :CJ.e case, as 

t.t.e f~.cc of 1'1.r . Ri r!;.~;s in t.Ii.e t<;r·oup Ft r.:ne left. p1n:;..F1lY shows. The Other 

Day pa1·t~· was composed of i.J.. e t111 aders and people at t.l~e Uppe r• Agency, 

wilil.e t.11ese are f1orn Pa: el wo0d t . .ne rn is sionar~r ru1 rl educational set. t le men t. 

a few milrls ir·om tr.H .\t!,;eHCY. The Ot .f!er· Day pa1·t.y went. t.o Hu1.chinson, thi s 

JJarr .. :,r t0 Henc.ler son n.nd st .. Pet. er. Tne child.r8n of Pe :.t.1jonn and ot :r~ers 

rind r.ue \'l i fe u :i..~ HLn ter· , c.s ·ne.1..1 as 1"1 i s s Rober·tson ·,.;er·B mixed-bloods. 
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