~eniniscences of Thomas A. Robvertson

Born in Dunfrics, Scotland, in 1797. Both his pads-

0 months | nother, when

D @ s T, . he w only two years
c 12 ' 4
only chil college and

gone three

DEFECTIVE PAGE

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102




neminiscences of Thomas A. Robertson

My father was born in Punfries, Scotland, in 1797. Both his par-
ents died within two months of one another, when he was only two years
old, and he was the only child. After graduating frow some college and
attzining his majority, ke went on & wheling voyage and was gone three
years. After that he lended in South Americae, where he and another men
tought = plantation, but for some reason he hed a resilessness thet he

could not overceme or perhaps it mizht have been something else. He
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Angus Malcom Anderson. In 1810, my grandfather was sent to conduct a
trading post on Lake Traverse, on the cast side, now the Minnesota side
of the lake. On their way up there from Prairie du Chien, my mother was
born, at the mouth of the Yellow Medicine river about three miies from
where the town of Yellow Medicine now is, and formerly the Yellow Medi-
cine or Upper Agency. At this time these trading posts were under the
Hudson Bay Fur Company. After the war of 1812, my grandfather Anderson,
went back to Canada, and as my grandmother would not consent to leave her
people. and go with him, he left his family and went alone, but after-
wards sent for my mother (Jane) and Uncle (Angus) and educated them in
Canada. After he got his education, uncle Angus came back to Mendota,

Minnesota, and was clerk under H. H. Sibley, who was in charge of the

post at Mendota, at that time the headquarters of the American Fur Company.

In 1841 or 1842, my uncle Angus, while in St. Louis buying a stock of
goods to commence trading on his own hook, died. My mother stayed in

Canada with grandfather, where she and father met, and after an acquaint-

ance of about three years and with the full consent and approval of grand-,

father they were married, but not until mother had made father promise
that they would go at once to seek grandmother, which they started to do
shortly afterwards. On this voyage they had some thrilling experiences,
such as crossing Lake Michigan in a storm, on account of which, dreading
the big water, mother would never consent to go back to Scotland with
father; another was going down the Fox River in a birch bark canoe in a
thunder storm, the cance handled by a lot of drunken Winnebago Indians.
They finally landed at Prairie du Chien, and from there on it was com-
paratively easy going, though they were,as it was in those days, far from
the end of their hunt for grandmother. At that time the travel up and

down the Mississippi River was practically all by Mackinaw boats pro-

pelled by the sturdy arms cf the Canadian voyagers, so the nearer they
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got to the end of their hunt, the slower they seemed to go. After many
weary days they finally reached Mendota, where they learned that grand-
mother was at a place called Little Rock, about 100 miles up the Minneso-
ta river; and about three miles from where Fort Ridgely is now. After a
rest, they got passage again by boat up the Minnesota river and landed

at Little Rock, where they got to my grandmother's home. She was not
there, but they were told she was out with the other women of the village,
playing a game of Lacrosse, but a messenger soon brought her in, and
mother's hunt for her mother finally ended. | :

I may state here, grandfather's Indian name was Midday or Noon
(Wi-yo-tan-han). After grandfather went back to Canada, grandmother mar-
ried Hazen Moores, who was at the time of my mother's arrival at Little
Rock, in charge of a trading post there. Mr. Moores' Indian name was
Ista-sko-kpa, or Hollow Eyes; he was an American, but I don't remember
what state he was from, but I think it was New York. To this marriage
three children were born, all girls; one died when only a few years old:
one, an epiletic from childhood, died at Crow Creek Agency, S. D. in
1864 -- this was Jane Ann; Mary, the oldest, married John Brown, a brother
of the noted Major Joseph R. Brown. They raised a large family of boys
and girls, some of them are still living in or about St. Paul and Minne-
apolis. Soon after Father and Mother arrived at Little Rock, Mr. Moores
gave up his charge of the trading post there, and he and father moved to
Grey Cloud Island, settled on land and started to farm, mostly in raising
blooded stock and hogs, and dairied, shipping their produce, cattle, hogs,
butter, and cheese to St; Louis. This was where I was born on the 24th
of October, 1639. There were nine children in our family; the oldest died
when two years old, I was the next, then sister Marioqg Angus Malcom,

Gustavous Alexander, Francis, Anderson Andrew, Mary Sophia, William Mar-

shall, Martha Catherine. I will state here that Grey Cloud Island was
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named after my Grandmother, whose Indian name was "Mah-pi-ya-hota-win" or
Grey Cloud woman. Sometime after this, about 1846-47, father took a

claim just off the Island, which he named Cave Spring. We also lived for
a year or two at a place called Cottage Grove, near Stillwater. My gfand—
father married again in Canada, from which four children were born; two
boys and two girls, Gustavius, Frank, Sophia and Martha. Gustavius was a
priest in the English Church. My grandfather died at the age of 96. My
mother died at Browns Valiey, Minnesota,at the age of 93.

I will now come more particularly to my own wanderings. After living
at Grey Cloud Island, Cottage Grove, and Cave Spring, my father was appoint-
ed Government Farmer for Little Crows band, and we moved to his village,
Kaposia, about three miles down the river from St. Paul Stock Yards, This,
if I remember right, was in 1849. Here after following the plow all day
behind a yoke of oxen, one of which was balky, and caused me lots of
trouble, my father taught evenings what little I can read and write. I
went one term of three months to Dr. T. S. Williamson's school, which was
about one half a mile from where we lived. In the spring of 1853, father,
myself and a crew of men went by steamboat to establish an Agency on the
Redwood Reservation, where by treaty of 1851, the Lower or Mde-wa-kan-
ton Sioux were to be moved to, This spring was the highest water I have
ever seen in the Minnesota Valley, the water was literally from bluff to
bluff of the valley, and except through timber, we did not follow the
river proper but cut across the flats. The boat we were on was the Clari-
on, Alittle side wheel boat called the Tiger had gone up about a week
ahead of us. About a mile from the Redwood River we spied the Tiger wait-
ing for us. We went on to the place we were headed for, and lénding, we
unloaded, the Tiger following us and came to where we were. We found

after the water subsided, that the Tiger had anchored about half way up

the Minnesota bluff and a mile from the river. The water left a'small

(T. A. R. 5)
pond there which we named Tiger Lake, and is called Tiger Lake to this
day. After the water subsided, the crew of men we had with us cut and
hauled logs and built two temporary buildingse, in which, with the tents
we had, we lived in during the summer of 1853 bﬁt when the flood had
entirely subsided we found this was no place for an agency, as we had
literally landed on‘a rock, Finally a site was chosen eight miles
down the river across the Minnesota river where the town of Morton is
now, and eight miles from Redwood Falls. Thus Redwood Agency was estab-
lished, but as it was too late in the season, nothing was done there ex-
cept to put up some hay. After getting the work somewhat starfed, fa-
ther and the carpenters We had with us, built a boat in which father
went down the Minnesota river to St. Paul, leaving Mr. Moores, whom I
nave mentioned before, in charge, and myself as cook for the crew. In
fiugust, Agent Murphy and my father, with their crew of helpers, came to
make a payment to the Indians, who had by appointment congregated there.
After the payment Major Murphy, father, myself and John Moores, who, by
the way was a son of Hazen Moores by a former wife, went back to our ﬁomes;
Murphy and John Moores to Shakopee, father and I to Crow Village.

The next spring, in May, 1854, I was put in.charge of a crew of three
men, a Scotchman, an Irishman and a German, and some breaking teams, and

sent to Yellow Medicine, where an agency was to be established for the

so-called Upper or Siseeton Sioux, and to break land for I-yang-mani (Run—

ning Walkers) band whose village was at that place. Dr. T. S. Willismson
had already established a mission there two or three years before. Near
his house the village was, where we set up our tents and went at our
breaking. In August we moved our outfit back to our first landing at Red-
wood, where John Moores had established his home, and where he lived up to

the time of the "outbreak" of 1862, leaving the oxen and outfit there in
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in charge of an old Scotchman McXKillip. We three younger men started on
foot for St. Paul, but met at Shakopee the Agent and his outfit, and fa-
ther and the family, and with them returned to Yellow Medicine, and be-
fore winter set in put up several comfortable log bui}dings and shelter
for the stock. Major Murphy went back to Shakopee, and father was left
in charge.

These two agencies, Redwood and Yellow Medicine, were undér the su-
pervision of one Agent,;ai‘flther was superintendent of schoals on these
two reservations up to the time of his death. In 1857 we moved from Yel-
low Medicine to the Redwood Agency.

In February 1858, Major Joseph R. Brown, father and I came to Big
Stone Lake, getting together a delegation of the Upper or Sisseton Sioux
to go to Washington. The snow was very deep, but we made the trip all
right, and got at Big Stone Lake, old O-zu-pi, or Sweet Corn, as he Qas
called by the Whites, and Wamdi-upi-duté, or Red Feather, and others on
our way back to the Agency; also a delegation of Lower Sioux from Red-
wood. With these two delegations we left Redﬁood Agency by sleigh for
Washington on the second day of March, 1858, After going to some point in
Iowa, the snow went off, and trading our sleighing outfit for wagons we
made the rest of our way on wheels to McGregor, Iowa, There crossing the
Mississippi River, we took the train for Washington. While passing
through Iowa, I remember we stopped one night at a town called Decorah
where I first saw and heard a piano. The daughter of the hotel keeper
played and sang a song called the "Blue Junietta," I thought it very
beautiful. I never knew wﬁat became of our traveling outfit, but I suUp-
pose Major Brown sold it for what he could get. We had some humorous
experiences on the train with some of our older Indians,'such as passing

through a tunnel while crossing the Allegheny Mountains, and going down

grade into Pittsburg. I remember one whole blessed night, old Medicine

e K 7

Bottle and old Shakopee, who were sitting in the seat next to me, sang
thelr Medicine and Death songs. I reﬁember when we were approaching
this tunnel that we passed through, I went to the door at the hind end
of the car—we were in the hind car--to watch.the holé we came in at,
"0ld Whale" came to the door panting‘hard and tried to open the door, so
he could jump out, but, of course, the door had been locked as a precau-
tionary measure. We were in Washington about three months, and in June
came home by the way of New York City. We were in New York City about a
week. We got back to LaCrosse, Wisconsin,the night of the fourth of Ju-
ly, where we saw some beautiful fire works. Taking a boat at LaCrosse we
got to St. Paul, and from there up the Minnesota river partially by boat
and partially by team, we arrived at Redwood Agency the early part of
July.

In August 1858, a special agent, by the name of Pritchette, arrived
from Washington to go out t6 the James River to see the Drifting Goose
band or Pute temine (Sweet Lip) as they were called, who were located
somewhere between where Aberdeen and Redfield now are, to make some kind
of treaty or arrangement for their lands on the James River. This agent ,
father and myself and several others, with Wm. L. Quinn, as interpreter,
and two Indians (He-sa-zu and Wa-su-ho-waste) Branching Horns and Good
Voice Hail, as guides, started on this trip. After several days travel
we came to Lake Kampeska where we came across some of the Sissetons hunt-
ing buffalo, and were told by them that the Indians we were looking for
were camped about a half a day's journey from there, which would be about
fifteen miles. Before we broke camp in the morning a runner came in from
the Drifting Gooée camp, saying he was sent to gulde us out to that camp.

If I remember right,this runner's name was Ta-mi-na-we-we, or Bloody

Knife. We broke camp and went with him, as guide. I will note here, that
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at this camp about six miles from Lake Kampeska was where I shot my first
ouffalo. When we got to the Drifting Goose camp we found about fifteen
or twenty lodges Quietly hunting buffalo.

The next morning a council was called and the object of his visit
was explained by the special agent. The Indians answered that they were
not ready at that time to make any deal, and that they must have more
time to consider the matter before they could give an answer, which would
be at some future meeting. This special agent was quick tempered and of
an arbitrary turn of mind and figured that he could bulldoze this small
band into whatever he ianted to have done. He did not know that you coulcd
lead an Indian, but you could not drive hin. This angered the younger
element of the band, and several of them Jumped up and grabbed our horses.
This, of course, knocked him all out; he saw he had got his foot in it
and was half scared tc death, and he thought that we were all going to
be killed. While this was going on, father seeing the way matters were
drifting, and knowing well the disposition of the Indian, kept away from
the council and sat on a large rock several rods away from the council
grounds. The agent went to his interpreter and asked him to do what he
could to get the teams back and get away from there. Interpreter Quinn,
who was pretty badly scared too, said he could do nothing. Then he went to
father who told him he could do nothing; "go and talk to the boy" meaning
me. Then he came to me. I told him to keep awaj and I would see what I
could do. We had with us g number of boxe§ of crackers, tobacco, butcher
knives, sugar, tea, etc. The o0ld chief Drifting Goose, and his sub-chiefs
or soldiers as they were called in those times, were still sitting in
council. I took some of the crackers, tobacco, etc., and carried them
over to where they were 8ittingy then I opened some of the tobacco, and

knives and gave to each of the young men that were still 8tanding there

holding the horses a Plug of tobacco and a knife. All this time I was

/
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at this camp about six mi;es from Lake Kampeska was where I shot my first
duffalo. When we got to the Drifting Gooee camp we found about fifteen
or twenty lodges quietly hunting buffalo.

The next morning a council was called and the object of his visit
was explained by the special agent. The Indians answered that they were
not ready at that time to make any deal, and that they must have more
time to consider the matter before they could give an answer, which would
be at some future meeting. This special agent was quick tempered and of
an arbitrary turn of mind and figured that he could bulldoze this small
band into whatever he wanted to have done. He did not know that you could
lead an Indian, but you could not drive him. This angered the younger
element of the band, and several of them Jjumped up and grabbed our horses.
This, of course, knocked him all out; he saw he had got his foot in it
and was half scared to death, and he thought that we were all going to
be killed. While this was going on, father seeing the way matters were
drifting, and knowing well the disposition of the Indian, kept away from
the council and sat on a large rock several rods away from the council
grounds. The agent went to his interpreter and asked him to do what he
could to get the teams back and get away from there. Interpreter Quinn,

who was pretty badly scared too, said he could do nothing. Then he went to

father who told him he could do nothing; "go and talk to the boy" meaning

me. Then he came to me. I told him to keep away and I would see what I

could do. We had with us a number of boxeq of crackers, tobacco, butcher
knives, sugar, tea, etc. The o0ld chief Drifting Goose, and his sub-chiefs
or soldiers as they were called in those times, were still 8itting in
council. I took some of the crackers, tobacco, etc., and carried them
over to where they were 8ittingy then I opened some of the tobacco, and
knives and gave to each of the young men that were still standing there
All this time I Qas

holding the horses a Plug of tobacco and a knife.
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thinking hard. I then sént back to the Chief and head men and %old them

that they must not mind what the agent sald; that in taking the horses,

hey were not injuring him or the Government; that the horses belonged
1iyself and my father, that big man sitting over on the rock, and that

‘€re only hired to bring the gent out therey; that I was part
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men, young and old, f bloods and mixed bloods were ordered 4o zo.

I went and was at the second battle of Fort Ridgely and also the second

battle of New Ulm. I suppose I might have slunked out of going, but I

2d t I wanted to see what chance there was for getting away

from the hostiles, not for myself but for the rest of our family, and
the other prisoners in the hostile camp. If I had been alone in the
nostile camp, knowing the country sc vell, I could have got away any
night. But under the circumstances, if I had done so, it would have
been 6t certvain death for the rest of ami 34 >rhaps others,
our return from the two battles mentioned above camp was
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of our time, and in October were mustered out at Fort Snelliag. After

15 Feribeult, I in compeny with Lewis
Welker, an Indian boy who had served his full time in the sixth Kinnesota
Infuntry, struck out, on foot, for the Scouts Camp somewhere in the vicin-

ity of Yellow Medicine. We found the camp at Wood Lake, near the Battle
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intimated that under some previous law the Government had power to allot
orneé hundred and sixty acres to each adult, and then give for the surplus
lands only one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, which would be only
half of what they were offering., They used meny other arguments such as
each man there would be independent of the others, and the large eamount
of money they would get for the surplus lands would give each one a good
start, and in a few years they would be rich. Even with 2ll this sweet
telk they hung back. Then they were told that as that was the way the
Great father did business they were willing put 1t to a vote of the
eople, and if over half of thea voted for the

.
Q'c’.ru' iu, but

intentione in 1ting these reminiscences.
before that whatever Tom Robinson and I
may have beer able to do in assisting in the plan for the release of the
orisoners in 1862, we received *the of one hundred dollars, 4and
get which we had to go fr vhe head waters of the Red Wocd River in
on foot in the dead of winter, to

for the sake of the poor women and

O & 3 ¢ 4- a7 o . - ~ ~ A ") S
calldren that were in > hostile @p, &nd not for money. And also that

T A B 4¥7)

I do net wish tc take any credit for using my judgment in the matter,

L)

out
that 1t seeme to me now that I was gulded by an unseen hand, that T did
not realize &t the time. Many of the people on this reservation call me

the peace maker, and in one of their songs they eulogize as such

Z2i-tka-na-ho-wa—-ste.

Viritten in the winter
of 1918-19.

Coplied by W.D.H.
aentenber 1921.
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REMINISCENCES OF THOMAS A, ROBZRTSON

My fether wae born in Dunfries, Scotland, in 1797.

Both his parents dled within two months of one another, when he

was only two years old, and he was the only child. After gra=
duating from some college and attaining his majority, he weht
on a wheling voyege and was gone three years. After that he
landed in Soutl Americe, where he and another man bought a
plantation, but for some reason he had a restlessness that he
could not overcome or perheps 1t might have been something
else. Ke left the plentation in cherge of his partner and
went somewhere else. Some time after he went back there and
found that hie partner hed sold out and skipped to parts un=-
knovn. Sometime after that he ceme to the United States and
landed in New York. He left the bulk of his belongings in
some large hotel and tsking only e few things with him went
to Canada. While he was gone a fire in the city of New York
burnt up this hotel and he lost all he had left there.

There was some mystery about iile life that we have never
been able to solve, the key to which I have always believed
was & seal or slignet ring in which a peculiar stone was set
and on which something wess engraved that we could never make
out. This sesl ring was lost during the Sioux Cutbreak in
Minnesota in 1862. This 1s about all we know of father's
early life. He dled of heart fallure at Red Wood Agency, Ren-
ville County, Minnesota, in 1859, aged 68 years.

My grendfsther, on my mother's gide, was Captain Thomas

G. Anderson, also a Scotchman and Canadian. My grandmother,

on my mother's side, was half Sioux and half Scoteh; her
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REMINISCENCES OF THOMAS A. ROBZRTSON

My father wae born in Dunfries, Scotland, in 1797.

Both his parents died within two months of one another, when he
was only two years old, and he was the only child. After gra«-
duating from some college and attaining his majority, he weht
on a whellng voyege and was gone three years. After that he
landed in South Americe, where he and another man bought a
plantation, but for some reason he had a restlessness that he
could not overcome or perhaps it might have been something
else. He left the plantation in charge of his partner and
went somewhere else. Some tlme after he went back there and
found that hie partner had sold out and skipped to parts une
known. Sometime 8fter that he came to the United States and
landed in New York. He left the bulk of his belongings in
some large hotel and teking only e few things with him went
to Canada. While he was gone a fire in the city of New York
burnt up this hotel and he lost all he had left there.

There was some mystery about hie life that we have never
been able to solve, the key to which I have always believed
was a seal or signet ring in which a peculiar stone was set
and on which something wes engraved that we could never make
out. This seal ring was lost during the Sioux Outbreak in
Minnesota in 1862. This is about all we know of father's
early life., He died of heart fallure at Red Wood Agency, Ren-
ville County, Minnesota, in 1859, aged 68 years.

My grandfather, on my mother's side, was Captaln Thomas

G. Anderson, also a Scotchman and Canadien. My grandmother,

on my mother's eide, was half Sioux and half Scotch; her
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father'e name was Ayrd, also a Scotchman.

My grandfather Anderson first was at Pralrie du Chien,
for a while, where he msarried my grandmother. At this time
he was in charge of soue treding post at that ﬁlace, during
which time a egon was born to them, Angus Malone Anderson.

In 1810, my grandfether wes sent to conduct a trading post

on Leke Traverse, on the esst side, now the Minnesota side of
the lake. On their way up there from Preirie du Crien, my
mother was born, et the mouth of the Yellow Medicine river
sbout three miles from where the town of Yellow Medicine now
1s, and formerly the Yszllow Medicine or Upper Agency. At
this time these treding poete were under the Hudson Bay Fur
Company. After the war of 1812, my grenéfather Anderson,
went back to C snada, and se my grandmother would nct consent
to leav=2 her people 2nd go with him, he left his family and
went alone, but after-warde sent for my mother (Jane) end
Uncle (Angus) and educsted them in Censda. After he got

his education, uncle Angus ceme beck to Mendota, Minnesota,
and was clerk under H.H. Sibley, who wee in charge of the
post at Mendota, at that time the headquarters of the American
Fur Company,

In 1841 or 1842, my uncle Angus, while in St. Louis
buylng a stock of goods to commence trading on his own hook,
dled. My mother stayed in Cenade with grandfatiier, where
she and father met, and after an acquaintance of about three
years and with the full consent and approval of grandfather
they were married, but not until mother had made father promise

that they would go at once to seek grandmother, which they

started to do shortly afterwards. OUn this voyage they had

-3

some thrilling experiences, such as crossing Leake Michigan in
a storm, on account of which, dresding the big water, mother
would never consent to go back to Scotland with father; another
was golng down the Fox River in a birch bark canoe in a thun-
der storm, the canoe hendled by & lot of drunken Winnebago
Indians. They finally landed at Prairie du Chien, and from there
on it was comparatively easy going, though they were, as 1t was
in those dsys, far from the end of thelr hunt for grandmother.
At that time the trevel up and down the Mississippl Rlver was
practicelly all by Mackinew boats propelled by the sturdy arms
of the Canadian voyagers, so the nearer they got to the end of
their hunt, the slower they eseemed to go. After many weary
daye they finslly resched Mendote, where they learned that
grandmother wes at a place called Little Rock, about 100 miles
up the Minnesota river, and sbout three miles from where Fort
Ridgely 18 now. After a rest, they got passage 2gein by boat
up the Minnesote river and landed at Little Rock, where they got
to my grendmother's home. She was not there, but they were told
she was out with the other women of the village, playing a game
of Lacrosse, but a messenger soon brought her in, and mother's
hunt for her mother finally ended.

I may state here, grendfesther!gs Indien name was Midday
or Noon (Wi-yo-tan~han), After grandfather went back to
Canada, grandmother married Hazen Moores, who was at the time
of my mother's arrival at Little Rock., in charge of a trading
post there. Mr. Moores' Indlan name was lsta-sko-kpa, or
Hollow Eyes; he wes an Americen, but I don't remember what

state he was from, but I think 1t was New York., To this

marriage three children were born, all girls; one died when
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only a few years old; one, an epiletic from childhood, dled

at Crow Creek Agency, $.D. in 1864 -- thies was Jane Ann;

Mary, the oldeet, married John Brown, a brother of the noted

Major Joseph R. Brown. They ralsed a large family of boys
and girls; some of them are still living in or about 8t. Paul
and Minneapolis. Soon after Father and Mother arrived at
Little Rock, ¥r. Moores gave up his charge of the trading
post there, and he anéd father moved to Grey Cloud Island,
gettled on land and started to farm, mostly in raising boll
blooded stock and hogs, and deirled, shipping their produce,
cattle, hogs, butter, and cheese to St. Louis. This was
where I was born on the 24th of October, 1839. Tlere were
nine children in our femily; the cldest dled when two years
old, I wee the next, then sister Marion, Angus Malcom,
Gustavous Alexander, Francls, Anderson Andrew, Mary Sophla,
Williem Mershall, Merths Catherine. I will state hiere that
Grey Cloud Island wes named after my CGrandmother, whose In-
dian neme was "Mah-pi-ya-hota-win" or Grey Cloud woman.
Sometire after this, about 1846-47, father too% a claim Jjust
off the Island, wilch he named Ceve Spring. We also lived
for a year or two at a place celled Cottage Grove, near
Stillwater. My grandfather married egein in Cenada, from
which four children were born; two boys and two girls,
Gustavius, Frank, Sophlia, and Martha. Guetaviur wag a
priest in the nglish Church. My grandfather dled at the
age of 98, My - nother dled st Erowns Valley, Minnesota,

at the age of 93.
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