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h miniscences of Thomas A. Robertson 

Scotland> i~ 1797. Both his par-
en ts Cied \Ii thin two ri1onths of one another , v•hen te r1a~ only two ye::u:s 

old, and he was the only child. A t~r braduatin~ froc so~e colleGe ~ni 
t-tt~ini~g his :najority, ~o . !~t on ~ nhc.line voya~c ~nd was gone three 
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l v mi -ht !lave 
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left the ~lant dtion in ch~r~0 else . 

sol~ 
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C-11'ly 1 if e. • i' ., :.l- o f' h ~ r ,_ r ~ , , . r .u 
- t..;' - .... t..,;.; ....... u ... -..wJ. .... • - at r:.c:!1v11lc.. Count~', 
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Remi n i scences of Thomas A. Robertson 

My f a t her was bor n i n D·.1nf r:'...qs, Scotla.nd~ in 1797. Both h i s p a r -

en t s died Within t\·/o months Of one anot h er , \Vhen he was only two years 

old, and he was t he onl y ch i ld. After graduat i nc from so~e col leg e wii 

at t ::..ining his !TI3.jority, he Hent on a whc..linB voyage and was gone thr e e 

yec.rs. Af ter that he lf4.nded in South America, i'ihere 'he anci. another mc.n 

boucht ::.. pl£..~tation, but for scr:1e reaoon he had. 2. reotlesone.::s that he 

.:oul~ not ovcr:ome or perhaps it mi::;ht have been soUlethin~ else. He 

left t he planto.t ion in churg0 of his partner arld. Nant someH!°lere else . 

Sc ir.':! ti .c :i.fter he went back t:1ere and found th...:.t his partr:er had. sol e. 

out ar..d st.:ipped to p rts un:l.r..o::n. fometi.11tj after that he Cl..lf.e to ti:le 

United Stutes and land.eu in !Jew York. the bulk of hie "''° 1 0 .. "' ;;:-"..J - ... ...... 'iiiiiiJ' 

in~~ in some l~rge hotel ~nd teki~g only a few thi~:s ~ith hi~ i ent to 
C_,. •. .;, _... . g, ...... ~. "1i"! ~., e ,... c ,·'as 

1 •• I. ..1. ~· • gone ~ fire . t,,. in ~e city of New York burnt .... ,.. . up ln .• l s 
;i'Jt e 1 c..r .. d. he lost al 1. r.e had left 

':'here. ".!C.:.:3 80.t.:e· myste:-y .... bout his life that '\'C have nevc1• been cle 

to solve, the 1~cy to \,hich I he.ve al 1=-.:rs believ~<.l was ~ sc ..... l er :.>it;Jnet 

ri[.b in wtich :.! peculiar st:)r.e w:...s set tLnd. on .vhich somethin~ w~s en-

:;;ruvccl tl:it ~1e could nevtir m:ike out. Tt1is c:;0 .... l rinb was lost ~urir..e> the 

Sioux Outbre..lk in :!innesot.:;. in 1862. This is c.bout L..11 \C know of! th r ' s 
e...i.rly 1ife. :-h~ died of he:;.rt failure at Red. "too~ !.~ency, Renv i lle Ccunty, 

~inncsot~, in 1s59, aged 6G years . 

-. ·y ~r .u.1.;:.:; ... .:- r..t h ,,, .,.. . o.,... l"'Y other ' s s 4 ' ':> ..... - ·- - • v. # .... .. ...... ..., J. ............ ) 1~0 C pt~in Thor.os C. A ler .r., 
.·~1~0 • r°Cr"'lt.c'.'°'1'l.{-'n ,..,.nd c· n:~tli"'n. ''ir ~r'n-:lrno+he""' Qn wiy r.•otl"'•>T'to "1 - - - ..., .. ... -· .... -- u. J c .._ .1 v ... , • •• ' •• • .... - .., ._ • - ' 

half Cioux ~r..C:. 1°:.lwlf GGotcr. ; her fatter' s n::::n~ wuc Ayru, also a. f'~otch n . 

·~ ·r·.,,.,-·+>~ther Y. b i... •• u ... - • A •• ~· 1.:i:r son fir::: t w::i.£> at Prairie ju Chien, for a hi 

wu3 in ch:..r~·'=' 

.,.., '"' .J"'" t t h .._ "' "! ac c • ll r i ..... ,... ·· '"' ~ c ,,_ + • ~J...- "' ... 1 1.i .'.... '~ .i...., •u..1. ~i l ... e u son "'3.s born "("\ + Q.9111 r- (~ £/ (,, '; • ~ JJ_, .. _, • "t < ~· 'X....__ ' r tl , ~ 1'/<I..) ,1 .Joi -'-. s 7(,.. 

v.,..... "J 
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(T. A. R. 2) 

Angus Malcom Anderson. In 1$10, my grandfather was sent to conduct a 

trading post on Lake Traverse, on the e·ast side, now the Minnesota side 

of the lake. On their way up there from Prairie du Chien, my mother wa~ 

born, at the mouth of the Yellow Medicine river about three miies from 

where the town of Yellow Medicine now is, and formerly the Yellow Medi-

cine or Upper Agency. At this time these trading posts were under the 
Hudson Bay Fur Company. After the ar f i~12 w o o~ , my grandfather Anderson, 
went back to Canada, and as my grandmother would not consent to leave her 

people _. and go with him, he left his family and went alone, but after-

wards sent for my mother (Jane) and Uncle (Angus) and educated them in 
Canada. After he got his education, uncle Angus came back to Mendota, 

Minnesota, and was clerk under H. H. Sibley, who was in charge of the 

post at Mendota, at that time the headquarters of the American Fur Company. 

In 1$41 or 1$42, my uncle Angus, while in St. Louis buying a stock of 

goods to commence trading on his own hook, died. My mother stayed in 

Canada with grandfather, where she and father rr.et, and after an acquaint-

ance of about three years and with the full consent and l f approva o grand-, 
father they were married, but not until mother had made father promise 

that they would go at once to seek grandmother, which they started to do 

shortly afterwards. On this voyage they had some thrilline experiences, 
such as crossing Lake Michigan in a st orm, on account of which, dreading 
the big water, mother would never consent to go back to Scotland with 

father; another was going down the Fox River in a birc.h bark canoe in a 

thunder storm, the oanoe handled by a lot of drunken Winnebago Indians. 

They finally landed at Prairie du Chien, and from there on it was com-

paratively easy going, though they were,as it was in those days, far from 

the end of their hunt for grandmother. At that ti~e the travel up and 

down the Mississippi River was practically all by Nta.ckinaw boats pro-
pelled by the sturdy arms cf the Canadian voyagers, so the nearer they 

• 

(T. A. R. 3) 

got to the end of their hunt, the slower they seemed to go. After many 

weary days they finally reached Mendota, where they learned that grand-

mother was at a place called Little Rock, about 100 miles up the Minneso-
. 

ta river, and about three miles from where Fort Ridgely is now. After a 

rest, they got passage again by boat up the Minnesota river and landed 

at Little Rook, where they got to my grandmother' a home.- She was not . 
there, but they were told she was out with the other women of the village, 

playing a game of Lacrosse, but a messenger soon brought her in, and 

mother's hunt for her mother finally ended. • 

I may state here, grandfather's Indian name was Midday or Noon 

(W i -yo-tan -han) . After grandfather went back to Canada, grandmother mar-

ried Hazen Moores, who was at the tiffie of my mother's arrival at Little 

Rock, in charge of a trading post there. Mr. Moores' Indian name was 

Ista-sko-kpa, or Hollow Eyes; he was an American, but I don't remember 

what state he was from, but I think it was New York. To this marriage 

three children were born, all girls; one died when only a few years old~ 

one, an epiletic from childhoo~, died at Crow Creek Agency, s. n. in 

1S64-- this was Jane Ann; Mary, the oldest, married John Brown, a brother 

of the noted Major Joseph R. Brown. They raised a large family of boys 

and girls~ some of them are still living in or about St. Paul and Minne-

apolis. Soon after Father and Mother arrived at Little Rock, Mr. Moores 

gave up his charge of the trading post there, and he and father moved to 

Grey Cloud Island, settled on land and started to farrn, mostly in raising 

blooded stock and hogs, ~nd dairied, shipping their produce, cattle, hogs, 
butter, and cheese to St. Louis. This was where I was born on the 2~th 

of Octobe~ 1839· There were nine children in our family~ the oldest died .. 
when two years old, I was the next, then sister Marion) Angus Malcom, 

Gustavous Alexander, Franoia; Anders·on Andrew, Mary Sophia, William Mar-

shall, Martha Catherine. I will state .here that Grey Cloud Island was 
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(T. A. R. 4) 
named after my Grandmother, whose Indian name was "Mah-pi-ya-hota.:..win" or 

Grey Cloud woman. Sometime after this, about 1846-47, father took a 

claim .just off the Island, which he named Cave Spring. We also lived for 

a year or two at a place called Cottage Grove, near Stillwater. My grand-

father married again in Canada, from which four children were born; two 

boys and two girls, Gustavius, Frank, Sophia and Martha. Gustavius was a 

priest in the English Church. My grandfather died at the age of 96. My 

moth.er died at Browne Valley, Minnesota, at the age of 93. 
I will now come more particularly to my own wanderings. After living 

at Grey Cloud Island, Cottage Grove, and Cave Spring, my father was appoint~ 

ed Government Farmer for Little Crowh band, and we moved to his village, 

Kaposia, about three miles down the river from St. Paul Stock Yards, This, 

if I remember right, was in 1S49. Here after following the plow all day 

behind a yoke of oxen, one of .which was balky, and caused me lots of 

trouble, my father taught evenings what little I can read and write. I 

went one term of three months to Dr. T. S. Williamson's school, which was 

about one half a m~le from where we lived. In the spring of 1853, father, 

myself and a crew of men went by steamboat to establish an Agency on the 

Redwood Reservation, where by treaty of 1S51, the Lower or Mde-wa-kan-

ton Sioux were to be move d to. This spring was the highest water I have 

ever seen in the Minnesota Valley, the water was literally from bluff to 

bluff of the valley, and except through timber, we did not follow the 

river proper but cut across the flats. The boat we were on was the Clari-

on. A little side wheel boat called the Tiger had gone up about a week 

ahead of us. About a mile from the Redwood River we spied the Tiger wait-

ing for us. We went on to the place we \Vere headed for, and landing, we 

unloaded, the Tiger followine us and came to where we were. We found 

after the water subsided, that the Tiger had anchored about half way up 
the Minnesota bluff and a mile from the river. The water left a small 

(T. A. R. 5) . . 

pond there which we named Tiger Lake, and is called Tiger Lake to this 

day. After the water subsided, the crew of men we had with us out and 

hauled logs and built two temporary buildings, in which, with the tents 

we had,' we lived in during the summer of 1S53; but when the flood had 

entirely subsided we found this was no place for an agency, as we had 

literally landed on a rook; Finally a site was chosen eight miles 

down the river across the Minnesota river where the town of Morton is 

now, and eight miles from Redwood Falls. Thus Redwood Agency was eetab-

lished, but as it was too late in the season, nothing was done there ex-

cept to put up some hay. After getting the work somewhat started, fa-

ther and the carpenters we had with us, built a .boat in which father 

went down the Minnesota river to St. Paul, leaving Mr. Moores, whom I 

have mentioned before, in charge, and myself as cook for the crew. In 

.AugUDt, Agent Murphy and my father, with their crew of helpers, came to 

make a payment to the Indians'· who had by appointment congregated there. 

After the payment Major Murphy, father, m~self and John Moores, who> by 

the way> was a son of Hazen Moores by a former wife, went back to our homes~ 
Murphy and John Moores to Shakopee, father and I to Crow Village. 

The next spring, in .May,1S54, I was put in charge of a crew of three 

men, a Scotchman, an Irishman and a German, and some b'reaking teams, and 

sent to Yellow Medicine, where an agency was to be established for the 

so-called Upper or· Sieeeton Sioux, and to break land for I-yang-mani (Run-

ning Walkers) band whose village was at that place. Dr. T. s. Williamson 

had already established a mission there two or three years before. Near 

his house the village was, where we set up our tents and went at our 

breaking. In August we moved our outfit back to our first landing at Red-

wood, where John Moores had established his home, and where he lived up to 

the time of the "outbreak" of 1S62, leaving the oxen and outfit there in 
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(T. A. R. 6) 

in charge of an old Scotchman McKillip. We three younger men started on 

foot for St. Paul, but met at Shakopee.the ~gent and his outfit, and fa-

ther and the family. and with them returned to Yellow Medicine, and be-

fore winter set in put up several oomfortabl·e log bui~dings and shelter 

for the stock. Major Murphy went back to Shakopee, and father was left 
in charge. 

These two agencies, Redwood and Yellow Medicine, were under the su-

pervision of one Agent. ani father was superintendent of schools on these 
) 

two reservations up to the time of his death. In 1857 we moved from Yel-
low Medicine to the Redwood Agency. 

In February lS5S, Major Joseph R. Brown, father.) and I came to Big 

Stone Lake, getting together a delegation of the Upper or Sisseton Sioux 

to go to Washington. The snow was very deep, but we made the trip all 

right, and got at Big Stone Lake, old 0-zu-pi, or Sweet Corn, as he was 

called by the Whites, and Wamdi-upi-duta, or Red Feather, and others on 

our way back to the Agency; also a delegation of Lo\•1er Sioux from Red-

wood. With these two delegations we left Redwood Agen'cy by sleigh for 

Washin~ton on the second day of March)l85S, After going to some point in . 0 

Iowa, the snow went off, and trading our sleighing outfit for wagons we 

made .the rest of our way on wheels to McGregor, Iowa, There crossing the 

Mississippi River, we took the train for Washington. While passing 

through Iowa, I remember we sto~ped one night at a town called Decorah 

where I first saw and heard a piano~ The daughter of the hotel keeper 

played and sang a song called the 11 Blue Junietta," I thought it very 

beautiful. I never knew what became of our traveling outfit, but I sup-

pose Major Brown sold it for what he could get. We had some humorous 

experiences on the train with some of our older Indians, such as passing 

through a tunnel while crossing the Allegheny Mountains, and going down 

grade into Pittsburg. I remember one whole blessed night, old Medicine ) 

(T. A. R. 7) 

Bottle and old Shakopee, who were sit~ing in the seat next to me, sang 

their Medicine and Death songs. I remember when we were approaching 

this tunnel that we passed throu·gh, I went to the door at the hind end 

of the oar- we were in the hind car-- to watch the hole we came in at, 

"Old Whale" came to the door panting hard and tried to open the door, so 

he could jump out, but, of course, ·the door had been locked as a precau-

t ionary measure. We were in Washington about three months, and in June 

came home by the way of New York City. We were in New York City about a 

week • . We got back to LaCrosse, Wisconsin,the night of the fourth of Ju-

ly, where we saw some beautiful fire works. Taking a boat at LaCrosae we 

got to St. Paul, and from there up the Minnesota river partially by boat 

and partially by team, we arrived at Redwood Agency the early part of 

July. 

In August, 1S5S, a special. a.gent, by· the name of Pritchette, arrived 

from Washington to go out to the Jamea River t'o see the Drifting Goose 

band or Pute temine (Sweet Lip) as they were called, who were located 

somewhere between where Aberdeen and Redfield now are, to make some· kind 

of treaty or arrangement for their lands on the James River. This agent; 

father and mysel~ and several others, with Wm. L. Quinn, as interpreter, 

and two· Indians (He-sa-zu and Wa-su-ho-waste) Branching Horns and Good 

Voice Hail, a~ guides, started on this trip. After several days travel 

we came to Lake Kampeska where we came across some of the Sissetons hunt-

ing buffalo, and were told by them that the Indians we were looking for 

were camped about a half a day's journey from there, which would be about 

fifteen miles. Before we broke camp in the morning a runner came in from 
the Drifting Goose camp, saying he was sent to guide us out to that camp. 

If I remember right,this runner.'s name was Ta-mi-na-we-we, or Bloody 

Knife. We .broke camp and went with him, as guide. I will note here, that 
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(T. A. R. 8) 

at this camp about six miles from Lake Kampeska was where I shot my first 

buffalo. When we got to the Drifting Goose camp we found about fifteen 
or twenty lodges quietly hunt ing buffalo. 

The next morning a council was called and the object of his visit 

was exp.lained by the special agent. The Indians answered that they were 

not ready at that time to make any deal, and that they must have more 

time to consider the matter before they could give an answer, which would 

be at some future meeting. Th i s s pecial agent was quick tempered and of 

an arbitrary turn of mind and figured tha t he could bulldoze this small 
band into what ever he wanted t o have done. He did not know that you could 
lead an Indian, but you could not drive hi~. This angered the younger 

element of the band, a nd severa l of them jumped up and grabbed our hor s es. 

Th i s , of cour se, knocked h im all out; he saw he had got his foot in it 
and was half scar ed to death, and he thought that we were all goine to 
be killed. While t his wa s going on, father seeing the way matters were 

dr i ft ing , and know in~ well the di spos ition of the Indian, kept awa y from 

t he council and sat on a large rock severa l rods awa y fro m the council 
grounds. The agent went t o h i s i nterpreter and asked him to do what he 

coul d t o get the t earns back and get ar;ay fr om ther e . Int er pr et er Quinn, 

who was prett y badly scared too, said he ~ oul d do nothing . Then he went to 
. father who t old him he could do nothing; 11 go and t a lk to the boy 11 meani ng 

me. Then he came t o me. I told him to keep away and I would see what I 
could do. We had wit h us a number of boxes of crackers, tobacco, butcher 

\ 

knives, sugar , tea, etc. The old chief Drifting Goose, and his sub-chiefs 
or soldiers as they were called in those times, were still sitting in 

council. I took some of the cracker s , tobacco, etc., and carried them 

over to where they were sitting~ then I opened some of the tobacco, and 

knives and gave to each of the young men that were still standing there 

holding the horses a plug of tobacco and a knife. All this time I was 

• 

( T . A. R . 9) 

thinki ng har d . I t hen sent back to the Chie f a!!d head mer .. C:.Y!cl t old them 

that t hey mus t not mind ..-:hat the a gent sai d ; that in taking the hor ses , 

they r1ere not i nj ur i ne; him or the Government ; t hat t:-.e hor sec belonged 

to myself anC.. my fc.. ther, t :at big m.:!.n sitting over on tl:c.: roc1: , :..!.n~ th2Jt 

the tea.4s iJere onl y hi r ed. to brins the agent out there ; thu.t I was po.rt 

Sicux myself, o.n tl that they OU£;21 t not to f ee1 towards me ·t.s they d. i J. t o-

·::ar::ls the agent ; th~t I tl:.ou~ht he d. i d. not talk tc t.!1em j st :-ight , but 

e:.s no hEirm had beer. clone , they shou ld. h~ve t h·e your..c; men stop c..t thc:..t, 

rele ~se the horses and let the agc~t a!!~ "his ~arty ~c h eme, and they 

coul d. t al1-:: this lt..nJ. ir.a.tter u 1 r;h\:!n they wot reo.dy. Then tbey 'N:...r.ted. to 
knor. how I c:_.. .1:1,e to be y~rt Sioux. I tol~ my gr2.ndmot: or.' G na1r8 wa s 
'Jt..h pi yu. tote ·.1in, GrQ.y clouC: ·:rorne..n, ...... r;..:, ti-_:...t 2-t one t in.e she was ma.r-

rieC. t:> c...: .. ~nG"lish . :..in ··to 1:c_,t '- trc.t.uint.,; )Ont on 1.iue eaJ s1 e . . ....,,.. t ·1 

T t · t 1"' d ,... .... ,... ti· u·.J ,...,.e "".1.'ney 'lrne' .. ' 'ncr ,... ... i· 
0
-h+. A·,·.·~~r ravcr3e, ""' a po1n cc:. . ..:.e ... 1-1.>u.- •• i;,- -j .... - .. u. • ""- - -·v - -.; 

an~ said t~~t she h~J feG ~n, o~ ··nc .,_,.._e ··1·.,..,t"'r o.;- t""n c..... ) J. v .... u ..... ~ .... ~ .. J. .. ...., f £...lIJi v1he n 
co i.~r.y oi' then: stc.rved to death zettinc b:...c/. frorL tll.cir \ 1inter hw:t, 2.r..d 

conro of the, .. cv ~L c 1 ~imcd. re lc.,t ionsh ip. Tiie olJ Chief then told t h0 

y o ._ 11. • " .... , .. .1. -" c. '-' , "4 b un 1 ·cn • o l"""'" +""c ,...or~ee o ·.' i'ch t'ne yo·1 n<"· men at once did , as 
ev erything ~as u 1 richt . The agent e,...'"" 

und his hel~ Were not long in hitch-
ii:g up ~nu [;et tine; av:ay fro.?. tl:.ere. TJ ong bcfcre .:rther i-:<J.s read.y the 

otr.crs hu.d hitched Up ar.u .:;one. ~7hile all this \'/G.S goine On, t he I .. ·c:i -

c..ns h.::.J. str"J.ck ter.t c...nd 1,·1cre reu.dy to move, all but the council tt!nt , 

... ·1~ch "J' Co s"'-1' 1 1 nt~ ...... ·,1'n, ',''h i' le> fa.thcr i'luS !litchin•r up one of tr.e Indi-.. ...... . •a., ~· .i l:.l c. .1. ....... ;...,• u 

u.no car..t~ over fro,r; the te ... t Dr..j st...:d they '·,·,-. l' C h V ~ "'"'r .., • - ... J. ........ 

would like to hu.ve t·.vo of us stc.y '-~?:d ec.tt '., , :""i . t" •• .J. ... '!'here ·.1crG onl y 
t .. '1ree of ·.1s left , f i;...ther , one of the t,uides o.n~ iryself. V'a -su-ho-v1a-s t c , 

...... u.' al u..., ,t;: • ...., • 1. des "rd 111y(" ~1f ·1 .. re on horseb'-'ck Fcithcr s a iJ. 1"e could. sto.y i f r:e 
\'." 1:.1.nt cu. .... "0, woul.:. follow on e:.ftcr those hu.J cone. So He 
st a1ed [..,nu went over t; the tent, i:: :here I hc..d my fi :rct do g 
f east. It ~ao ccttinL dar~= v·hcn ttc fJ-Bt e~dcJ, but as it Wi....S bright 
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(T. A. R. 8) 

at this camp about six miles from Lake Kampeska was where I shot my first 

ouffalo. When we got to the Drifting Goose camp we found about fifteen 
or twenty lodges quietly hunting buffalo. 

The next morning a council was called and the object of his visit 

was ex~lained by the special agent. The Indians answered that they were 

not ready at that time to make any deal, and that they must have more 

time to consider the matter before they could give an answer, which would 

be at some future meeting. This special agent was quick tempered and of 

an arbitrary turn of mind and figured that he could bulldoze this small 

band into whatever he wanted to have done. He did not know that you could 

lead an Indian, but you could not drive him. This angered the younger 

element of the band, and several of them jumped up and grabbed our horses. 

This, of course, knocked him all out; he saw he had got his foot in it 

and was half scared to death, and he thought that we were all going to 

be killed. While this was going on, father seeing the way matters were 

drifting, and knowing well the disposition of the Indian, kept away from 

the .council and sat on a large rock several rods away from the council 

grounds. The agent went to his interpreter and asked him to do what he 

could to get the teams back and get away from there. Interpreter Quinn, 

who was pretty badly scared too, said he ~ould do nothing. Then he went to 
. father who told him he could do nothing; "go and talk to the boy" meaning 

me. Then he came to me. I told him to keep away and I would see what I 
could do. We had with us a number of boxes of crackers, tobacco, butcher 

' 
knives, sugar, tea, etc. The old chief Drifting Goose, and his sub-chiefs 

or soldiers as they were called in thoae times, were still sitting in 

council. I took some of the crackers, tobacco, eto., and carried them 

over to where they were sitting~ then I opened some of the tobacco, and 

knives and gave to each of the young men that were still standing there 

holding the horses a plug of tobacco and a knife. All this time I was 

• 

(T. A. R . 9) 

thinking hard. I then sent back to the Chief and head men and tol them 

that they must not mind what the agent said; that in taking the horses, 

they were not injuring him or the Government; that the horses belonged 

to myself und. my father, that big man sitting over on the rock, C!.nd that 

the teams \'1ere only hired. to bring the agent out there; that I was part 

Sicu.x myself, a nd that they ought not to feel towards me ·as they did to-

wards the agent; that I thought he did not t alk to them just right , but 

as no hftrm had been done , they should have th·e young me n stop at thc..t, 

rele ~s e the horses and let the agent and ·his party ec home, and they 

could talk this land 1r.atte 1· u.;J when they 0ot ready. Then t hey wanted to 

kno\'.' how I ca«.e to be :pc.rt Sioux. I told theui my grandmother.' s no.me was 

I.rah pi ya hate win, Gray cloud woman, El.ni that at one time she was mar-

ried to an Englishman \·;ho kep t i:.. tradinr:; pe nt on the east side of Lake 

Tr<:!.ver se ) at a point called Vli-ta-hu-ti-ya-hcie. They kne\'.' her right away 

and said thc..t sbe had fed mz..ny of them the v,rinter of the great fc.mir.c when 

s o mt..ny of them starved to death getting be.ck from their winter hunt, e.nd 

some of th c,r. even claimed relut ionship. The old Chief then told the 

young men to let the horses go, which the young men at once did, as 
everything was all rieht . . e TO The agent ar.d his hel~ were not long in hitch-

ing up c.nu get t ine; av;ay from there. Long b~fcre father wus ready the 

others had hitched up and gone. ~7hile all this was going on, the Indi-
ans hild struck tent Dnd were ready to move, all but the council t~nt, 

which ·uo..s st il 1 st c..ndinc. Y'hi le fat her \"las hitching up one of the Indi-

ans came over from the tent and su:d they i::erc ha.v ing a f~aGt :.ind they 

would like to have two of u.s stc;.y 'lr.d eat \'!ith them, There ¥7cre only 

three of us left, father, one of the guides and rr.yself. Y.'a.-su-ho-wa-st e, 

Luides and myself nere on horseback. Father said we could sto..y if ~e 

\':c.i.nt ed to , o..ncl ·he r1ould follo1i' on cifter those who had GOne. So vie t'.·:o 

stayed G,,nd ·uent over to the tent, and thic is where I hc.d my first dog 

feast. It ~ao gcttine dark when the feast ended, but as it ~~s bright 
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(T . A. R. 10 ) 

moonl ight , \'le eC:Lsily followed. the trail made by the tea.ns ancl overtook 

fc.ther about midnio-ht, where he and I m!:lrte c<-tmp. The· 'd t h ~ ~· ~ gu1 e wen on> op-

ing to catch up '::i th the otherG before morning. On our return fr om this 

trip, I took· charge of .Alexander.Ba.illey 1 s store at Red.wo:d. Agency, and. 

was in charse of it C:Lbout a v. car and a hPlf. rrhe f · th r - -· n or six mon _s was 
teacher in one of the IndiEn distric~ school s as they were called at 

that time. In 1860 I with mother a~l .some of t~e other children moved 
onto a uarter of' land near the i11ou+h of B c k ,... ., caver ree ·, t •. ut belonged. to 

one of my sisters . Th is same year I \Vas confirmed by Bishop i"hipple, 
. . o.n1..L \'10.S • .... ..... ..J:I in verpre "er J.. or Rev. 8. D. Hinr.:an, tl:e pr ic st in charge of th'"'-t 

mission (Red~ood) u_n to the t1' rr,e of ·~ O tb 6 - u~1e u rcak of 18 2, and for two 
years c.fter. I al so in 1664 ·.vorked on translating the Prayer book. anJ. 
some school books. ·ry trr nsl· t · 1 m d a ion was on y a part of the Prayer book. 

Since that time the whole of the Prn.ycr book has b~en · ~ • v tr&nslated,. by a 
commi tt~e apooint•3cl by Bishop Hare. 

At sunI'isc +he or · f tl i h ... m n1ng o 1e e g teenth of August, 1662, my mother 

called anJ said for a:e to get up, that there was something stranee 
going on in the flat belo~1 our house. I got up and lookin~ out saw ...., , 
Inuio.ns driving cattle about and catching horses but could not i:na9 ine 

~ 

\7hat it v1as all ~bout. ~crhaps it mie;ht have been hu.lf an hour ufter, 

an old InJiun by the n~~c of Ka-kpan-kpan-u, gho 1·1vcd just across the 

river from us, and aho w~s at o·ur ho·uqe n~arly · ~ '"' every a.ay, came and su.id 
it was rc~orted th~t a party of Chippe~a sere soc:i.c.::iere up Be ver Creek. 
A o. arty of Sioux ha"' "·on~ to "" .._, - investigate, and he was going too. Tiould I 

let ~im take my eun? (He had had. the loun of my gun many times befor~). 

I let him have the gun an1.'i he "":.n+. I',.o.._ lon ft .._h · 
• ".... v .~ u , g c er 1-i 1 s , perhaps a 

half hour, he C'~m,n b~~k d iJ th t b ~·••w ~- an sa a a out the Chippewa was not .... ... rue. 
D'..lt it was nor; reported thrl.t so111c of the Upl.)er or Sisseton Sioux wera 

ste~line; horses from the r;tites up the c:t•3Ck, but that he was not sure 

thct.t this Was true, a..nJ th'-1.t he ¥/OUld CJ"0 ll?.;" a r' ·' f · ' u _ 0~1n an~ inu out. 

(T. A. R. 11) 
• 

he came back the next time, I could see by his countenance, before he 

spoke> that tl1ere was something "iirong, somethine; ui:iusual hap.~)ening. 

In the meantime his old woman had come and he said to her, "You take 

my niece,·mcaning my mother, and the children.across the river and keep 

them in the house and we 'llill stay here and try e.nd find out what is 

beinG ~one. '' So mother and the· children ~ent with the old woman. Afte~ 

they had e;one he told me that it v1as these Indians, the Lo-.-;er Siou_"{, 

·::e-;:c t,,_wkine; the horses and cattle and that they were going t~ kill 

all the Ynites. That n. party of hunters had elready killed some \'bites 

over. in t!:c big woocis, that a lur5e party had gone to kil 1 all the peo-

ple at the ALcncy, that a party of young Ind.ians nere now on the hill 

standing with some of our \:hite ne:.ghbors, ready to kill them, All they 

vie rG i7ai t inr·· for was a s i n ,~or th~ + t · •h H u ~ ~~~ c ai... acK on i...~e agency. e 
\ 

wanted me 

to r;o up on the hill ···ith l:im and tell these ~nites to cet out of the 

country as fast as they could. In the meantime he would try and hold 

back these young men. So I \Vent up Yli th him and found David. Carrothers 

and several others of our white neighbors stc::1nd.ing 'Ni th these young In-

dians, and I noticed at once th0.t there was with the party a young 

Tiinnebago that coulJ talk sood english and that it \lould not be safe 

for me to say, in his hearin8, what I wanted to say to David· Carrothers. 

I thini the old Indian, Ka-k:;ni.n-k~o.n-u., too, sar; th_e situation for he 

at once com . .ienccd talkine to the yo"Jng men and edging thew a·Nay from the 

\ .. hi tes, while Dave Carrothers and I ede;ed a\;ay in the other direct ion 

until ne got out of ear shot of this 17innebago, when· r·~old Dave c. 
what I w~nted to in a vcrj fe~ words. I first asked Dave if the Indi-

ans had got all their horses. He said they had three teams in Hender-

son's barn all harnessed ~r.d ready to be hitched on, and that the 

neiehbors near there were altogether at that one house (Hcndereons). 

I told him to get back there as quickly as he could, hitch on the teams 
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(T. A. R. 12) 

and save no horse fl esh, but Let a,1ay fr om there and out of the country 

as fast us possible. I n the meantim~ the old I nuian, :Ca-kpan-kpan-u, 

had cot the young I ndians started off in another direction . 

The events of thfs rno rninu- , the lSth day of A·u~us t 1~62 6 ... , ...; , r:aa the 

first ir.ti~ation T had of un outbreak of the Sioux of ~inr.esota . 

theorieG ho.ve been e;iven as to the cause of this outbreak and 'lerhan8 . . 
I could Eive mine, bi;.t I don 't sup.)osc it v1ould be o f any in~e:rest t o 

you c~ildran as your in+crest ··.·1·11 ~ • v ' wC mere ln knowing somethine; Of my 
o~n personal 11'fe an·d ex·!~,c ~1· cnce~. J~ ~ 1 · D _ • _ - • - ~ .. i,,C:' caving ave Cc.rrothers and 

on the way returning to o~r house we heurd the firing of the attack on 

t'he agcr.cy. T::.is ·,·;L..s the sic;nal for the co n.1.encement of the outbreak 

in wt.ich over 600 Yi'hi tes we re killed :..ne.t" over~ 150 - men, women, an~ chil-
• uren v1eTG taker. prisoners. After e;ettinG back t~ our home the old In-

dian s~id, "There is no~~ine for us to stay here for. ~·e will co to 

my place o.nd see v:hat is best to do. 11 I mi6ht c. s well state here, that 

whu.t otock v•e h::i.d had. c..11 been taken. The old IndiR..n had two canoes , 

One had been t a ken by the old woman in takine mother and the children 

over to the ir house. The other ·.:as at tte bank on ')Ur side of the river. 

re got in and were just shovine; off when I hear.l a rustline; in the bushes 

and. looking bu.ck sa·;: rny brother Frank standi':'lg on th~ b3.nk. Returnine 

~e took him in and took him ~ith us over to the old Indian's where we 

found mother and the children safe in t"IJ.e care of tric old ·•:oman. r:e 

st~ycd with them that n1"uyht. The nevt d f d . .. .r- ay a co..np v7as orine about a 

mile from there, on the.bank of the Redwood river. All were ordered 

to move to thr~.t cu.mp, and of course \'.'e had to go with the others, . as 

this was an order of the soldiers lod~e of th h til ..... ... e os es. Durinc this 

time Captain l.1aruh' s com11und had been practical ly wiped out at the 

agency ferry. Fort Ridgely h~d been attacked, also the tOi7!1 of New TM u.1.m. 

Another ~ttack of the fort ~nd New Ulm was ordered and all able-bodied 

(T. A. R. 13). 

men, young and old, full bloods and r!. ixed bloods 1Nere ordered to go. 

I went and was at the second battle of Fort Ridgely and also the second 

battle of New Ulm. I suppose I might have slunked out of going, but I 

wanted to go. I want ed to see what chance there ~as for getting away 

from the hostiles, not for myself but for the rest of our family, and 

the other prisoners in the hostile camp. If I had b 1 · th . een a one 1n .e 

hostile camp, knov1ing the country so Yiell, I could have got a\1ay any 

night. But under the circumstances> if I had done so, it ~ould have 

been al:nost certain death for the rest of my famiJ.y, and perhaps others, 

On our return from the two battles rr.ent ioned above, the camp was ordered 

to move to Yellow Medicine. On this L110V'e to Yell o,., 1'-edi'"' ine Joh ,_. " ·- ..... , ... n 1-Loorcs . , 
who was stepbrother to.mother, took charge of her and the rest of the 

family, and as he had many friends and relatives among the Indians, I felt 

comparatively safe for the time being . . So when some young rr.en of old Red 

Iron's band wanted me to ;o wi th them, I consented and went with them to 

their village about twelve or fifteen miles U!J the \1innesota from Yellow 
& ~ ~ • .. 

.~ea 1c1ne. trriile at Red Iron's, my brothe r Frank and another young man 

we re sent as messengers to have me appear before Little Crow, at the 

camp.at Yellow ~...t·ed1"cine. I at one~ ~ t 'th th d - ~ w~n w1 ... em, an on arriving at 

the ca~p foun d that a council vas being held, discussin 0 a note that 

had been brought in, that was found posted on the battle ground of Birch 

Ouulie. This note ··;as fro m General Sibley," and had been read and inter-

preted by Joseph Campbell, David Frribault and other mixed bloods that 

could read English. V11en I ~ot to the council grounds, Little Cro~ 

beckone~ me to sit beside him, ~hich I did. Then he hrnded me the note, 

·ahich v;as only a few lines, and said, "I have had this letter read and 

interpreted. by several, but I v;a:it to be sure what is in the letter, so 

I sent for you, now read it and tel 1 r.e ·,·rh t it sc~ys. II So I read the 

note and interpreted it to !liir., c..fter 1ric1~ he ec id, "Now I kno.: been.use 
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(T. A. R. 14) 

I kno·.1 I can C:epend upon you to tell t he truth, you can c;o now 1here 

you p le ase. 11 After hunt in[ ab out for a vrhi le I fi nally f ound mo ther 

a nd the rest of the famil y , \'lhO we re sti ll ··•ith Uncle John Hoores. I 

stn.yed. with them U? to the ti me of th~ release of the ,'.") risoners at 

Cam!! Release. I wi l l state he re thPt ·in thj.s note General Sibley said, 

'' Send two mixed bloods under a rh ite flag, end they will be p rotect ed 

from har:-r enc returned to vou. " • Tte council that •:ta.s beine; held. fi nal-

ly decided to senj Pn rnswe r to the note of G~neral Sibley and chose 

t'i;o mixed bloods, one of rhorr. was Thomes Robinson, .... ho was ,,.,il lin t; and 

ready to make the trip, but n~ otter ~ixed blood ~as willinz to take 

t '=".e c>-.!4nces and £':> ,..i th hi ·r.. To ~ ca e t~ ~e ~nd tol~ re this, I s~ id, 

''I .. ill o "'i th you i f YO'J can r;et Little Crow ' s consent." H~ said, "I 

··i1, ·o • o h1' m and see yr\.~t he n ~ys " Some tir::e after this he c a:::e back 11 ~- t_ v • • 1~H;;. ;_;,,_ • 

end s ai~ '~ ittle Crow does n~t Tiant you to go on this t tip, but told me 

to GO nnd fin~ sorr.ebody else. I have l ooked about but can find nobody. 

They a re all a fraid.'' I h&NC known Little Cro~ since I could remember, 

ar;d knew he ~·:as friendly towards Lr.e and our family, so &ft er thinking 

the matter over c.. fe\·: minutes, I concluded that he, Little Crow·, did 

not ~~nt me to t~ke the chances, so I said to Tom 1 "Lets you and I go 

together and see him agair.. " So we went and found him c..lonc in his tent. 

i;:hen \'.'e wer:t in and he SJ/:; me he Sb.id, "Ton-ska ya-hi, 11 and told me to 

sit tlo~n beside him. Then Tom told h im that he ha~ been to every one 

of .the mixed bloods, but none of them would consent to go except me, 

.Lh'"t .Lh" l.o "'°' ..., lS note of Sibleys should be t..nawc:::eJ, tut th:::.t he did. not like 

t6 try to m~ke the trip alone . Then Li ttle Cro·.·1, lau~hin~ s~1·d v 6 •!;,, ~ , "Are 
ycu not c..fr~ii? '1 I said no, thut I ~as not afraid to so anywhere he 

told me to. Tr.en he, Little Cron, said, 'Pfou t·,·~o can go then," and 

handed Tom the ~nsTier to GJnerGl Sibley 's note .. Tom then s~id ,''It 

is a lens v10..lk. \7c \";ill ge: b~c1: as soon as \':c co.n. 11 Then he , Little 

(T. A. R. 15) 

C::o\J, . said, "You r:ont have to Wb..lk. I will get you a rig. " V:e v1ent 

back tc our tent. Soon after; a Gmall mule und si!lgle buggy was brought 

to us ar~cl told that that was OUI' rig, and, by the ria.:y, this little mule , 

bef ere -r;;e t;ot back, proved to ~~.much more thar. she looked. · She was 

the best mule of her size I ever saw in my life. She wa..s not much on 

the trot, but she ·.vould lope f:rom sunrise to sundov;n, and thcr. some. 

Tie Gtarted and on our ~ay, just before ~e got to the YclloTI ~adicinc 

river, we ca~e to an IndiC.:n Gr<.:'~ve over ··1l:ich ·::as stuck a pole '\Tith a 

y~rd s quare of sheetinb fast ened onto it, and painted blue in the cen-

ter. J~s \7e did not hav e even a ·:;hi te handkerchief ·.'7e took this c.long 
, '<:;• 
'""'"" J hoping to make it work as n. flag of truce , but some1. hc.t in 

doubt L::LS to how the bli.:.e center r;ould w·ork for that !Jurpose . Just be-

fore r:e ca.::e to the Red~.ood River ~:e CL..me to a house t!:ut had been occu-

pied by the Covcrnment f armer for Little Six's b~nd vho ~ere located on 

and ·abJut tl:e P.ed\·:ocd. We stopped tc give the tr.ule c.. breath, t:nd wer:t 

into the house. Everythir..t; had been t~ken or .:lest rcyeJ., but on going 

into tho cellar r:e fcuni.l a. part of ..... keg of soft ooap. Ha.vine, still 

our tlue center flag in rni~J, we took this ~lone , and stop?ing at the 

river vie spent 3. half hour v·Lshin0 t~is out, nhich \',rhen \':e g;ot done 

~oul~ ~t ~ distance , do fairly ~e1i, but in close quartera wa s otill 

s oru81:hcL t bl ui ch. Ho11ever, it ·:ic.s the best \7e had. Continuing on, 

c.bout four 01· f i vc P. :: . we can.~ to the creek, about one and a half 

miles from Fort Ridt:,ely. Up to th is time we had not yet co111e in night 

of the Fort • Here, hid ins ot:.r ar .:s vie n.gair.. started. on our 17ay c..nd 

__;et ting on top of the bc..nk of the ere e k .,·;e cc.:1.e in p1a.in s ight of the 

Fort , ·:·here \'le could see tl:ero w&.s quite a com .. otion and thGt a man 

from the Fort had started out on the rou.d to ir.eet us. About half way 

betv:ecr. the creek, above n:entioned, and the Fort was the pick<;t line 

inside of 'Nhich cattle 1;ere beinL butctered. Just before we got to 

this picket lir.e, I got out and :net this m:.:.n tha.t t:r:..s cominc outside 
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(T. A. R. 16) 

of the picket line. After Ealutinc, he asked me where we ~ere from. I 

told. him fron Little Crovw' s camp. He then asked me \':hat we v:ere there 

for. I told. h'lru •!:e had e.1nessagc for General, at that time Colonel, Sibley 

to be delivered to him and. no one else. He s~id , "That's right. You 

stick to th<.= .. t till you get to Sibley . 11 And. by the way this man was 

Colonel licPhaile, the officer of the day, whom I became well acquainted 

r: i th c..fter these troublous times \Vere over, anci vii t!1 whom I h&ve pla..yed 
rr. any c. ::-i:c..nie of hi.' 111' ar ... is. H d' · _ - ~ e ie~ seve ral yecrs a go, somewhere near 
P.echvo od Fal 1 s. To continue. He then told. Toru, Hho was still sitting 

in the rig, to come on, but as Tom did not seem to understand r:hat wae 

wc..nted, I went back u.r:d led the mule up to \'1here the Colonel stood. He 

told me to get in, and he himself getting in and sitting on our l~ps, 
~rove t,,_.1.e ·.mule i·r::~o - • l; ca!:: r1 • . A detachment of soldiers had been se nt out 

c..nd su.rrcunC.ir!G us, euurded us into the lines and. t 0 Colonel Sibley Is 

tent. Up to this ti~e it locked a little squeamish for us , as any one 

fror.1 the hostile cc.n.p, red, \!hite or black was considered by i!'.'c..ny a 

hostile and. a murderer. ftfte..,., ri ivi.· ncr us our J~ - u •o , supper, ·t1e we1,e sepc..ruted; 
I wc..s taken to a"''other tent, "'na.· e t · · t ti.. ...... u. qu s ionea. cs o ue conditions in the 
hostile cu~p, the conditions of ... 'h • 1.11.1.A orisoners . , etc. This was done by 
some officer ~ppointed for thct puryose. Tom w~s quest ioned by Colonel 

Sibley himself. Anticipc.tinc that something of this kind would be dor .. e, 
we on our ·::o.y ha t~lkcd th0Be m~tters over :~n~ hP.d acr e d h , '""' - '- - ur C OU 'vV C.t 

ansv;ers .we 1·1ould give to the main questions thu.t we \'rere liable to be 
asked. This turned out to be c. happy forethought, us, though separated 

our ancwers agreed on all of the me:..in points usked us. ~J'o one can .real-

ize the situation in r1hich we were !Jlaced, for while .we were ostensibly 

mcssengc~s frofu Little Crov1 and the hostiles, I wuc in secret a messenger 

in the interest of the friendly elc1i1ent and the releuoe of ever one hun-

dred and fifty prisoners in the hostile camp. y;e stayed at Fort Ridgely 

th~t night. Early next morning an escort took us outside the lines and 

(T . A. R . 17) 

taking up our arms where we had left them we wended. our r:ay back to the 

hostile camp, \':hich ·.·;e reached without further adventure , which wculd be 

of ir.terest to you children. 

On reaching camp we found, the friendlies had not been idle. They 

had for med a separate ca;np, composed mostly of the mission Indians and 

their friends with Little Paul, as he was called, as their leader. 

(Indian name ~a-z a· ku-te ma-ni) / and a few whites and some mixed bloods-

theit had beer .. tc..ken under their protection during t!'le first days of the 

outbreak. 

A great auo has been made over the acts of John Otherday, old man 

Simons 1:..nd Lorenzo Lar1rence. I happen to know the early history of at 

leust two of these men, John Otherday and Lorenzo Lawrence. John Other-

day \'las a desperate character among his own people, ar.d \'ias botr. feared 

and hate~. On the trip to ~ashineton_ in 185S, Otherday was one of t~e 

delegates . On our return from i::ashington he brought back \:i th him a 

white ~oman th~t he took out of a house of ill-fume, whom he inarried 

after he .;::ot back to the reserv~tion. ~ · .:i f · ..(!o u - J~61ue o wnat Lriendly feelings 
he mi c·ht have had to7;ard~ tn' e 1·:hite~ he · ~ - " - was interested in gettine his 

\:ife a.:uy ~nd .. among her own people , as ·:1ell as gctt int; himself u~·:ay 

fl'orn his. or1n people, some of ~:hor.1 were liublc to ·shoot him at any time 

under cover of these troublous tin1es. For this Othcrd~y received from 

the Govern:11ent one thousand dol12..rs, which w~s all r 1· r"ht ""no h u· ..... ug .... Per-
hci.ps he ouc.,ht to have got more . Ls.1:rence (Ton-wun-ite-ton) t..lso n~s , 

amcne his own people, a tough character. He and another man (Sunkasio-

t in~) at one t iu:e shot u.nd killed t\'lO of Litt le Crow's brothers. Law-

rence afterwards married one of the widor:s, and lived with her up to 

the t i1 ,e of her death. So he hi.id other things in view when he put him-

self under the rirotect icr of the ,·:hi tes. As to Simons ( An~wang.Huni) r 
r~ve nothinE except, I think he was all right. But Little Paul (tia-za 
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( 1. A. R. lS) 

Ku-te-ma-ni was really the man of the hour. He bearded the lion in his 

den as it we re. He told Little Cr o·~1 and his people i n open council , "You 

thir.k you are brave because you have in tt.e last few days killed a lot of 

defense es s women an c~,1 urcn . ~ ~ •• ~ - - y ~ 1 d h·1~ You ~r~ co"'arr's. You think +o get ine 
ar.d my people to he lp you in this· work ! ~ro never . These orisoners will . 
have to be given back to their ,eople , and th e sooner you do it the 

better it \Jill be for you. You a.re figuring now to leave thin country 

2nd ge t unci.~r th e !Jrotection of the Enblish, but you must remember the 

Chief of the English is a ~oman, &nd she can never be frier.dly to L.... peo-

ple wI'.o kill c..nu. butcter L....nd other.iise abuse such ~s s~e is; as well a s 
, ·111 i t .,. ttl ..... . ,. e K J. _ ng nnocen .J..l e c ... 1-u.r n. He you will never get my help •11 This 

council broke up 1: i th thi3 so CE.llec.l friendly party ta.kine; a firm sta:;i~ 

to ~erk for the release of all prisoners . I tell this t o show that 

Little Paul (.!~-za ku-te ma-ni) really did more thrn those tha.t guided small 

parties out of t}-,c tos.tilc country. Li ttlc Paul was a .r.en:ber of the Pres-

byteritt.n Church, a Christian ac well as a.e;ood brave ma.n. One more inci-

dent I will relate of t!:is Little Pe:..ul . The sur1·ucr after the Ink-pa-du-ta 

outbreak at Spirit Lake , it wac reported that t hree pr isoners were in his 

he:tnds, 71rs. rJ"oble, .:..:r3. :.;e.rbel and a ·~iss Go..rdncr, a young g·irl about 

f iftcen yearn old. It was learned a.f terward, that ;.rrs. Uoble was shot 

in the Weter, 11hjle crossing the Sioux River. Jacob Greyfoot (81-hu ho-ta) 

nd his brother 1er1t out somewhere betTI~en the Jim River and the ~issouri 
• 

and brought in ~rs. ~arbcl, ~nd reported they could not get hliss Gardner, 

as she was in the hands of the notorioun \"hi te Lodge (r!~-ke-ya Ska) and 

he r:ould not t;ive her up. Little Paul, le~rning of this said, "I will 

0 0 and e;ct her .' 11 So he, in company of some other Indians, I for get now 

·;:ho, went out and fo.und '\l'hite Lodge sorrer:hc:rc on the .. ::i'ssouri river, and 

~fter some dickerin~ and wrangling ~c finally got Lliss G~rdncr and started 
ho re 1;i th hor. A runner ca~e into Yellow ~cCicine and reported that little 

(T . A. R. 19 ) 

Paul's ponies had played out and :r..c wanted help . F~tter sent me out 
~it h a rie and I met Little Pa ul with ~iss Gardner a t Lac qui Parle and 

brought them into the Yelle·,! ~edic ine Agency, ·::here we were then living. 

After lliss Gard.ner, under mother ' s care , got rested up, fat her, myself, 
Little Paul and, if I remember rlght, o;ie or t·,-,· . ..,,. ·:;".)ok her to St. 

Paul and delivered her to the authorities there. I met this sa!J1e :Jiss 

Gardner only a few years ago at BroTins Valley. She is still living 

and is at Okoboge near Spirit Lake, where the rest of her f ami l y of six 
wer e killed. 

After the council mentioned ~bove in VIhich Little Paul defied Little 

Crow and his coho:rts, Little Crow clecidecl "o send ago.in, c.. _,,essen8er to 

Colonel Sibley, in answer to one we had brought back on our first trip. 

Tom Robinson and I ~ere again chosen to take this message. In the n:c~n-

ti,1.e the frienJlies or peace part y .a no~ oe~n i • •• u · h d .., · - · dl e .... e .... ere t o e +_ • .... ~ rt 

on this second trip the next morninu. That nigh~ Good Th11nder (ra-kinya 

v:a-s te) ca11e to me ancl tol:i foe some of the friendlies --van te1 to send a 

letter to CoJ_oncl Si"oley and ·;;anted me to '"rit~ it for them. I had in 

my pocket u. short riiece of r,encil ancl an olLi. memorandum book, but we had . -
no 1 ight) so GooJ. Thw1Ller nent out c:.ncl f ounJ soille~here, a short piece 

of candle. He spl i t a stick and st icki:ng· the canU.lr. in the split anJ. 

coveri:i.c this ancl myself \:ith a ble.nket, he lit the co.ndle. Ir. as few 

~-:orcls as possible, I v1rote v1hat he tol :l me they wanted. to say. I then 

asked him v;l:o v:as senui:1c; this letter. He said put "i't..b&shaw anc.l Ta-o-pi 's 

name to it, and this I le livered to Colonel Sibley on our.second trip. 

The reason for my hiding the light ·:.hen I ...-·rote this vras that some of 

the hostiles wore becoming suspicious of us two messe15urs, espec ially 

.nyself, and I had to be very careful about r;hb.t r did. The orizinal 
f ... ,., . 

0 vulS note, I am told, is somenhcre among the historicul records in 
~t. Paul. On this second trip ~e had part . t, 

'"OH "" .~ • us iny \-·~ .... ,\ ..... !! J brother Ane;us 
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(T. A. R. 2 ) , . 

;lna. n _., .:i ·~ • .._, • • ~ · U cl 0 John 'ro,...ros They ·,-,''""nt '," it'n U!"', to e~ a ·.uauO'On that ·.ve had seen 

r;e ar the roc..d or. our fir st trip. Tl:ey got the ·sacon an·.l returned to 

Bec..vcr C:ree~ to Y1ait for our return. This was some ti.ne after the battle 

of Eirch Coulie. On this secor.d trip r:e cl.ill not stay over nie;ht a t Fort 

Ride;ely, but started on our return the sa.i:e day, quite lat:; in the after-

noon. '\"!ho n about t wo .niles off the battle ground of Birch Coulie, on a 

little rise a."lead of uc necr the road, ;7e sa·.v something pop up and drop 

out of si[tt ~g~in. ~e, of course, at once took it to ~e an Indi~n or 

some one e1.se t~at was waylayi~E us. In c... second ou1· e;uns ;-;ere ready . 

y-e turned out of the road a little t o circle a.rou~-..d this mound or rise 

in the erour .. Ll. \'!:.en ·.:e 3ot opposite to it, a hc..wk rose and flew a\·ay . 

Thi s was juBt c..ft er sun.lawn. Perhaps soaie of you recal1 having seen 

hawks Jo th i 3 1··e . ) of course, hud a laush over our scar~ but 

it c:ioes to show tht..t .:e had. to be, &n..l were on tte al·~rt all the tirne. 

It got dark before \'ie Lot t'.) the batt l e eround of Birch Coul ie. The 

nieht w~s moonless , still and sogg~ anQ circlin~ rou11d dnd past the b ut-

tle £rounls, the stench ~as te rrible. I thou~ht ~e would never eet away 

f1· 0~ it, but we finally J.id , cr .. ..:i. ca.1.c t o '.:ho top of tho bluff back of our 

old to·u.f;e. :-:'01:ie .. ·;l:erc in th is vic·:nity ·;.e c: .... ~ ectcd. to meet .1.y bTo~her 

c...-n-...<. :.JI:c le J ol1n :roor0. ~Jut \Jhen no pc;.rt ic ulr r ;l~cc hc..J. be en agre 3d u.._JO~, 

7or :... fe \7 J1; inutes r1e · .. ere in a c.uanllry what t o do. Tom Robinr,on, ,•ho 

r .. s you. know 11u..s 1· i ~r me, s .... il. we could. not halloo ~s th. t ·::ould ~rouse 

any Indians th;;..t mit.,ht be lurkine; about here. After thin}<:ine; a few 

minutes, it CO..t!C to my ind th c..t in· our boyhood days, ·:·hen '?lY bro~her 

and I were out in the \'lOOclA in the cver..i ng1 hunt inL the CQ\,s, in orier 

to keep in touch with one another, one of us wo~la ir it~te the note of 

tho quail or bob-white, and the other \70uld answer in the f;i:...ne note. 

Putt int; my fingers in my mouth, I did this r nd v:e waited a minu~e but 

no u..nswer. I re 1)eu.ted it t..nd ir.i:-1edic:..tely CL.. 10 an answer from away down 

(T. ·A. R. 21 ) 

in the woods, below our olcl hous·=-. I'kne\1• at once i' t rnillst be t hern ···e .._, I _, • • 

·::ent on C:o;vn the hill anci. met them about hal f ·.7ay to where t hey hud made 

camp in the woods. Ar:r iv ing in ca!np 1::c four.Ci. that they had due up po tu-

.t oes in soi:le settler ' s garden, and finding some chickens, somewhere, they 
had a large pot on boiling, So tc.kinr.: care of our mule thr.t '170 had un-..... 

hitched at the foot Of the hill, ~e filled up on chicken, potatoes and 

soup, ar.cl as we had got some tobacco at the Fort, ·::e had OUI" smoke, and 

laying do«n our blankets we were soon in our rieht f ous slumber. 

brother toll me afterwur1s thut they had heard my first call, but wanted 

to ')e sure. \'."hen the second call ca. 1C he knew it must be I, as the same 

thourrht carnc into his mind that had into mine , suggestine; this call to 

~et us out of .:ur dilema. The next mo rninG \"e ~"ere up early, &.nu by 

d.G.ylight were on our r;c.~r aga in. After crossing the ~innesota, 

distance from .:here \'te tad no.de our c~:1.p, \"e met c.. small bunch of sheep, 

of 1o:1ich v;e killsJ three, and loaded them onto ::oorc 1 s ner; w-1:.?.gon und 

took them ti.long. About half 17'J.Y bet veen Red".'i _ od ctnd. Ye 11 ow i ·eG.i c ir.e we 
• 

met o. srun.11 party of our friends, of the so-called :Jeacc lJarty, ...._1 .. d. soon 

after t:i:it a ain a pG.rty of the hostiles, headed by Little Crow ' s brother, 

On-kto-mi-ska, rhft~ Spider, who a few yearo ugo died at Flandreau. This 

looked SUSiJiCious to us, but r...s about an equal nu,:iber of our friends had 

joined us we ~::ere not 11uch ·11ar111ed. Soon after \':bite Spider and his 

party left us, clair-iine they i.-;ere hu."ltine; cattle. Those of our o·;;n 

friendly party soon follo~cd them, I think to keep in to11ch with them, 

and to see that they <lid. us no harm. Y'e saw nothing .~ore of either party 

durinc the rest of our trip. DurinG the d2..y a steady rain ca. ie up and 

lasted alJ. clay Dnd the following niGht, so by the time we reached 

(I-yang-ma-ni) Runninz,valker's(the fv.the:::- of Little Cro;v ' s four r.rives) 

abundoned village, about sundown, we were thoroughly soaked to the akin. 

We found the old chief Ru1ninc;walker 1 s house -still star...uini ... , This was 
. 0 
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(T. A. R. 22) 

built of logs. ·11ith c:~ mud chi ,.•ney for a fire-place, and a r ough pine 

board table fo= furnitµr~. Gl~d to get under any shelter, we soon un-

hitched ouT te am and mule. Securing them, we secured a liberal su_pply 

of v:ood. a,nd soon had a roaring fire going in the old mud fire-place. By 

this ti me it ~as gettine dark . Taking in our belongings and stripping 

off our clothes and h~n~in~ the m about the fire-place to dry, we were -..J ...... 

cs we thoue;ht preµareu for a nieht of comparative comfort. But soon to 

our sorrow found tha t i':e had counted \·:i thout our host, or hosts, as when 

the place began to get warmed up, it was literally swarming with fleas, 

fleas, fle o.s, L.nd then SO!r.C iio re. ..t.fter ta!cine; off my clothes, I had 

t1ken. possession of the one pine board table. On this I lay and sat, 
~ 

rr.ost ly ·sat, the w!'lo lc blessed night, 2..ncl ·;:es surely glad when morning 

came, ~nd we were once more en our way. 

\'e found. on cetting back, that the ca:.1p's both hostile and frie ndly 

had been .roved to \" i"'chin a short distance fro m Red Iron's village, now ' 

As we nerred c ~.~P Tie s&w Little Cro~, on a knoll, singinG 

and dancing an·.:i as v e got nearer ·::e hearC. him saying, "The British are 

co1.-ir.g to help rre L..r.d they arc br'ingin~ Little Dakota." Thin Little · 

Dn.kot2. was a s)nn.11 c~non or ho·::it-·:-er at ::o,i.e tir .. e left b:r sc1-::e explorine 

party near 'he re Jimto'm n')71· io, r.nd so na1 .. ed by the Ind.inns. It was 

thror:n into the Jim river by the I ndians, and I presu::!C lays there yet. 

01..lr message fro m Cplonel Sibley to the friendlies or peace party 

wt..s, "If pcosible to :.:;et possession of Gll the prisoners and form a sep-

arate ca>n}_) nnd hold the y>risonersJ that he wan now thoro11bhly prepared 

and would be on the ove ag inst the hostiles the next day, that all 

those that had com ·1i tted murders and other outrae;es ae;ainst the \"hi tes 

would be 3)U.n ished, and all those uho had been friendly and acted as s~ch 

,-;ould be duly considered., and pro~ected as such." Soon after this.>run-

ners ca .. e re1)ortinc; that Sibley wc.,s on hie wav . . In fact, runners were 

(T. A. R. 2,3) 

coming in every fe~ ~ours. The hostiles at once mc..de pre ar<=.tions t meet· 

him, ·..i.h · t"nc.at Sibley r1_as making his arid as runners ag~in cLwe in Wli..• woru 

camp ut \!ood Lake or Lone Tree Lake, as the Indians called it, they de-

cided to attack the camp .that night, or early in the mornin~, r~r:d every-

body was oT'5.cr ~d t ~ so that night. These orders were not given by Little 

t b ~h Soldier Lodge of whom the notor-Cro~, as is usually suppooed, bu Y u .e ~ 

ious Cut Nose (:Lahpiy a 0 Kin~) who was ~ne of the thirty-eight who were 
• • 

d h virtually in com~~nd at all the hung at 'l.:a.nkato, \o'ias the head an w o wc..s 

battles. .. - • r · 'J.c. ·a·oou~·. twelve or fifteen miles Thls battle ground or 11000. .u£.>,..iCe - u 

h 1 A~ soon a~ it .~ot dark, nearly all the from where we v;ere t. en cam 0< • - - .... 

it en, both hostile an~ frienJly, startedJ but on the way o.r~ in the dark 

.:nost i · · ... · "'"'d C'"'" e bu .... 1· to co.r .• p. of the friendl eG o.roppeo. ou.., ,;...,. ......... .., .. After the bat-

f t · · d icco··ra "'ed they found. that v:hcn t:1e hoe~ile!3 CL:..l!.e bac~c ..:.e ec.. ca. e.na. '"' u. b , 

il their :!bsence the friendlies had. f<:>r.!!el.1. a sep:::.r~te c~i;.p, had secured 

...~ t + for t~e ~=otect io~ of 11 " -'-'1,,, "r'\"1" 1·~ 0 1 .. ..:.r•L• na--1 0-:.J.o· oit::i inside ule en.,s • .-ct o.. lt ! ..,,, ,!.J- I.;> .... v 0, .. ... - w .-,; -

~nd ~ere prep~reJ to rueet ttG~ on a~y ~rou11ds they ~ished to 

t.ik~, but beinc bec:.ten c.nJ. on the run. ...... '-'·e n·:.vJ- Jtf"l1''"' l· .. ),..,. n •• ~ ho8tile r:iv vl• i..::~~1.1 • ......... ··o -.. 

Ce.! .p Yl:lS in S it,ht, • • 1" +'1• r-'"' ..... ,,r -'- 1·o In· i:'n rt:1.ctict .. 11 1/ cn· .. 1.Cc.t, JOr ""· i.. :t'-'--, v • ., ·'-'· -

outbrc~k of 1062. those -.. 1110 st a1cd. behind ti.nu he 1 occl f o::::n ... 

the separ3.te campJ "nu· :i u ',. o it s for t he s e c ur it y of ...... 0 - To . "\... tue risonerc. 

r·-=>~·' thi· o, I n.1~-Y seer.i too ei...otistical, "but my only desire some who may - ..... _""" • -. o 

is to stu.te the ft..cts n.s :r:· nov1 r(;n.emoe:r them, an'-l some at whic'h I \!as not 

orescr.t 
4 

· t' '1 ,..., ,.,,. ......... e f". ,..1d wh.· O.&ll I co th \''Cre .rclate1.i to ::e oy .1oue \'1 '·J ...... -'-wG • ey , 

""f 1 By the next :nornine,, after the :C ..... ttle of rt;;ly on for trut •• u_ness. 

·1 · si~ht as durin0- the night they I ool Lake,. t~1erc Wt.1.S no host l e c a..m9 l n o•• J 

hc.<l left t:.nd acc.ttered out t:irou~h the country f art!.cl' Hect· As the de-

t::..lls of the P:ittlc of v:ood. Lake a.re a matter of official recoru, n.r.cl I 

• T \.'ill le:::..vc thorr. to oe loo}:cd up els0;1l:ere. not prece .. t, • Tl-le next 

.:5.c.y Color.el Sibley L:.T.d his co.r. .. ~!1::1 Cb.:71e in sicht · So a few of us ~ent 

out -.A.nd. met hi!n u.nd reported t 0 him t1~e s i t:;.e..t ion o.c it ther1 w:is ar..d 
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(T. P •• R. 24) 

c on uc ted him to what has ever since been called. Camp Release. Some de-

tachments cf cav~lry were at once sent out af t er the hostiles , and in a 

feTI days brought in a fe~ families that had been overtaken somewhere on 

the J i m River. Duxing the next fe~ days quite a number of the hostiles, 

·::hose fai::ilieo had remained \·:i th us , came into our camp, but were at once 

reported and put under guard •:;i th t!10 others. I suppose you r:ill at once 

tt. i nkwhat others? lillich I will explain by stating all , incli..:ii.in5 frienO:-

lic:s, -.·;ere cisarmecl, ::i.r:d excepting in a fei·: cases, the i:hole ce.mp put 

under guard. ~Io one could leave this camp ,.,it hout a special permit from 

Colonel Sibley. Any Indian could con:e into thiG co.mp but none ever got 
out. ,•.re ··e o i~ r .... near the tin~er on the Uinnasot~ river. So in a f e1i days 
log pens ".'i"ere put up and as fast o..s they 1:e1·e apprehenc1..ed , t::e ~en ,·:ere 

put into these l ob pens Qr.d strongly guarded . V'"hile this wus go ing on 

a military court had been ~ppointed by Colonel Sibley, with Colonel Crook 

at the head, but uo the doin~s of this Cour+ ~re ~1so u ~ - ~ of official record, 
I ~ill omit relat1'ne· i1 + ~ a .... excep.., ii' .. at concerns mysc lf. 0 r. co mp 1 c... i il t of 
my sister !!arion the fir st or.e tried by this Court rras o. young man r;ho 

.had shot and killed her husbf..nd ( Alexc.n:.er Hunter) on the 211orning of the 

nineteer:th day of August. He r,·c..s tried., convicted. and sentenced to be 
hung. In a fev1 d.~ys rr.or'3 log pens ·:·ere ::-iut up and all ouspects put under 

~u&rd in these pens. The women ~nd chilcren and a fe~ trusted men were 

then sent under guard tc the Yellov1 .Jedicinc J.gency, there to e~wait fur-

ther orders. The :!lext tried \'ras Ta-j ~-ska, or.e of the \Vorst cnes. He 
~as soon tr1·e~, conv1·ctcd cl t d - an sen once to be hung. Tihen told that he 
~ould be hung, he at o~~c d 1 • ~·- ma e comp aint ~g~inst ce, I \'las "' i th 
tr.me that were fi[,ht ing the Vthi tes b..nd that I hn,d shot u mo.n inside the 

Fort, m0c.ning Fort Ridgely. On this complaint I '.':as arrested. an~ put under 

i;uard, and the r.ext Jay was set for my trial. But here I must first relate 

wtc..t ho...f!pere~ ..:..t Fort Pidgcly. Du.ring the attctck I wi tl: u fer; others, one 

(T . A. R. 25) 

a w.e mber of the 8ola.ier ' s Lodge, .:ere standing in the barn, some \~·ay out-

side of the Fort grounds. One member of this po.rty hr..d a bow and quiver of 

steel headed arrows, and t.his rriember of the Sold.ier ' s Lodge proposed. that 

a piece of punk be tied to the head of one of the arro\vs, the punk l i ghted 

~nd the arrow shot onto the roof of one of the buildings inside the Fort . 
Tihen the preparing of the arro\·1 P"'.u.-· ,, f i · h -·· punr. were 419 ed, t~ere came the 

question of who was going to shoot this ~rrow. The buildings on this side 

the Fort were too far anay to be reached with an arro;·: shot from where we 

~:ere, and. whoever did tl:c shooting he.ct. to get outside this barn, ar:d by 

so1.ue means get nea.rer tc· soa~e build1"r1r i· nside t' F t o ne or . T!lis would be u 
difficult and. dane;erous undertci.king, as the person would be exposed to 

some mighty good .shoto inside that fort, as had been proven by some of 

their work done that day. Knowing this, none volunteered tc d.o the 

shootinG. At this tirre one of the Indian men and myself \':ere star:ding 

close to one of the ~indows . · Thi s Indian was a particular friend of mine 

and ha6. stayed right ni th me ever s ir!ce we lef't _ camp. As none seen:ed 
anxious to do tte sho. oting of the arrow·1·, this member of tb ld .e so ier' o 
loJ.ge stepped up to me anci handing me the bow and arrow said, "You will 

have to shoot this." I realized at once tl:at this was the same as nn or-

der from hostile heudquarters, and tr~sting in providence to guide, I un-
hes i t at i r_ r-1 y t o o k t. he 111. it t h i s J' m1 ct i f · d d · w on my r1en nu geQ me and pointing 
out of the r1inclow said, "There goes a man shoot ur ... d I will Si:l..Y you killed 

hirn. 11 I saw no reason for not a·o ... ;n("' "',·h~·t he 'd d it ""l c • ~ • sa1 , an • ashed acrcss and 
my mind that he had sorr.e reason, _ p·utt .1..~ ng mv gun th h th · d 

,. J , roug e win ow, fired. 
.J.y f l'iend at once turned to the other me .... ,,·bera f th t · 

'' u o .e par y anQ sai~ "He 
shot hirr. down. He shot him do'.'1n." Just then a cc.nnon shot went through 

the rocf of the barn in which we were, and in a minute or t•YO another shot 

I assed through between the tuo floo 'r.s. \Ye all, of course, eot ot:.t of there 
~nd this ended my shoot1"nc- of the u . lighted arro~-:, but not my tl·ouble in 

I 

connection \Vith the episode. lioH to co bi;.1.Ck to my arrest C1..r.d trio.l. It 
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is not ~ecesscry to go into det~ils, but only to state that by good wit-

nesses, one of ·ahorn v:as L.ieutenant James Gor!:r.an, the officer of the day 

in the fort, and others th~t no one was killed that day insiue the fort , 

as stated in the complaint wade by the convicted I nd ian (T~-ju-) and I 

was at once released. About this time the surrendered cump, mostly r.;omen 

and chilclren w~s moved to Yellow iJredicine. ilother ur:d the family had been 

taken away ·:·i th the other released prisoners. :iother and family throur;h 

the kindr.ess of tr. J. ~. Daniels, were se~t to Faribault, Yinr:e sota, ~~ere 

they ';;ere ta.ken care of by kind friends. I still remained at Camp Release 

.:i th Colonel Sibley's com:nc..nd. Ac the old Intl.i~n who had e;ot ir.y gun the 

rr.ornine; of the first day of the outbreak v1as one of those \':ho had. surren-

dercd, it ca. . .:e to lliY mind th~t my r;un r.ai~:it be emons those that hcd been 

c iven up by the Indians. So e;etting a 9ern:it from Colonel Sibley, I vrent 

int0 the tent ~here those guns were stored. There were sever~l hundred 

of them, 

old gun . 

~n~ after eoing over about half of the pile, I came ~cross my 

Some ye11rs afterwards I let my brother Gust 1avii.1s have the gun. 

He ~as since died , but I presu.'1.e the fa.r1ily still haa the gun. Soon after 

this, order was issued to move the camp to Redwood Agency. To.king in 

o .. ·our w£.y, the ·::omen c..:.nd children that \':ere at Yellow 1'.Iedicine and also 

a considerable nU111ber of Indian pri soners that were held there, we in 

d..ue time arrived ut the Redwood Agency, where camp was made, and the 

Military Court cont in11ed. On our way do·;.rn ·;:hen -.1e got to the Redwood 

River, which was about t~o miles from our old home, I got perniit to leave 

the train and visit it. Hav inp: 11rocu1·ea.' so_•.·e· a· .. r.ur·1· +ion - .... • • u .. , I took the old 

e-un alone, and 1 uckil y finding or ... e of the canoes and also a paddle, I 

crossed over and went to the old home, but there nas nothing there but 

ruins. It wao late in the season, and the s~aller l~kes or ponls Tiere 

co£.tcd over with ice. Hundreds of ducks were con~rcgated in the river. 

Asswning this Hu.s r-o- e:ni e.lso to Let a ride, at le1.1st part \li.,;.,f to ca .. :p, 

(T . .A . R . 27) 

I got into tl1e ca i d + noe aEa. n a n wen ... do,:n the river, ana. 0 e.tting sowe e;ood 

pot shots at ducks, sitting on the sar..dbc..rs , had on coming into camp 

thirty mallard ducks, which I thought pretty good f or about three hours 

hunting. Here the Court finished its work in whicl: some three hundred 

were convicted and sentenced to be hung, but President Lincoln commuted 

tf..e sentences of all but thirty-nine to various periods of imprisonment, 

and one other, and ol man, by tr:e naf'ie of Roundvrind ( Ta-tc-mi-ma) was 

?ardoned by telee;ram after he had been put in the death pen with the other 

thirty-eight. This old mar. was sentenced to be hung because· he had acted 

as cryer for tbe Soldier Lodge, heretofore mer.t i6ned, 

The thirty-eight \·:ere hung at one drop at 7fanl:ato, but this being his-
tory can be found clse~bere. ~ 0peaking of history, o~ing to my personal 
knowledge of events occuring durin~ my· 1 .... ife ~no' i 11 d ~ ~ espec a y uring the 

times that I am r:ritine:i of, my fc:ith in history has been somewhat shaken, 
a:s f 01· 1. :r. ... ~~no '3 • •'-'Ud. """• It \-:as rerortcd tho.t so ... c fifteen In..:..:.ans ·:;ere killed 

a t the fi e;htw at He'.7 Ulm, an..1 officiall~r reported th1:~t at least fifty 
I~dians were killed at ~or+ R1·· 1 ~ely. Th ~- v • u~ ere were only four killed at the 
Fcrt, t~o at each one 01~ the b~t+1es, - ..... v.. &.nd f our at !·:er; 'Ulm, t .to at the 
f ~rrv n+ ~ d A 

"' ~ ..... v nco.woo gency, two at the bl..ttlc of .Birch Coulie ar.d t1;o some-
where in the Bi& \',·ooa.'f~, I th' k c - .. in at St. Cloud, Glenco, 01· hear there. Six-
teen ,,·;ere killed at the Battle of v:ood La.··ke, d .... t F "b · n.n t.. wo a ort ,~ ercrombic; 
in all durine; 1$62, thirty-t•ao. 

Ac the :!ili tury Court had got through with their v1ork, and nothing 

more to be done then, orders were issued to break camp, and some of the 

troop took charc:,e of the, som'3-th ing O\"'•:::r three hundred cor.de!1lned men, 
who wen: by \;ay of J:ew Ul:n to ::.::u.nka.to. Other troops took charge of the 

prisoner's cu.mp, as it was called, consistin& of \-omen and children anc.l 
a. fo 1 ;r 11,en. 17i th ...... ; hcsA lns+ I ·:en+ • - ""' v '• • v • Colonel ·;arshei.11, o.ftervVG.rd.s Governor 
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of rlinneeota, uas in charge of these, ..-;ith several companies of soldiers. 

We encountered nothing of importanc(~, until we got to Henderson where a 

large crowd had c·ollecteci for the pur)ose, we were told, of ma.ssu..cr~ing 

the whole outfit. le hr.·J. f.1. hot t i rnc getting thr?u~h tho town, but final-

ly ·nade it o.11 right ·ui thout any one being killed, th ough a nwr!ber of women 

and children were hurt with b:ricks and stones thrown but no shots were fired, 
, 

.. , d 1 · 1 , · t' t r:r ~ •• ·1· +'nout anythin; more of i•.·1-,, e ma e camp severe. m1. es oeyonu. ne Onn. u • ~ - • 

portance hap:"en ing, ".7e re~ched Fort Snelling. An encl'Jsur:J of bo:::i.rds was 

put up w·ithin wl'l.ich these people, in their tents, pas~:-thc r¥inter. T 

.l. 

stayed with them, as Licut3nant ·.:ciCi;sick, an old 0:cc;.ut..ir:tance and in charge 

of the cr .. 1rip or bu~l yen, e.s it w1;1s called, asked me to stay w'i th hiYTl and 

do the work of issuine rations, wood, etc. a:d also the Rev. Hin~~~, for 

who·~ I r.ad interpreted before, -;-;ished ile to uO his interpreting in te:!ch-

ing anJ. other missionary ;:ork amont5 the m thro~sh thb.t -:1inter. 

The Reverer:.d S. D. Hinman of Protest:int Episcopal Church, Reverend 

.John P. Vr"illi::imr.on of the P:re sbyteric..n Churc~1, o.nc.: Fa.tn er Ru.vou of the 

no u1an Catholic Ch11Tch, all c.iid much good work in teachinG them to read 

and write in their own ton ue, . 11 ·~ es pee ia y .u.r. Hi d •. • .. ill'-::>(> n.:.r.an an iur. • l ....... 1son. 

Father Ravou liivid.cd his ti me between this camp, at Fort Snellir.g and 

·the prison at ~ankato. The Reverend Dr. Tho!raR S. \':illiamson, and. the 

Reverend S. R. Riggs who had for ~any years previous to this been mission-

~rics c...mong some of these people had reduced the Sioux tone;ue to writing, 

b.nu the :rew Testo. ·11ent, a part of the Old Teeta'i1ent, so.1.e school and other 

books had been printed, Aq this \'"l'Jrk of teaching had been going on in 

~he priaon at Eankato, under the euidance of nevcxend Dr. T. S, Tiilliam-

con, ·,·iith the assistance of sor,ie who had le"rned before.l wonderful progress 

-.vas :r,t..dc. Before SprinL the men in prison were ;·:ritin8 to their fan1ilies 

at Fort fnelling and the wo1ncn to their husban1s and rcl~tives in pris6n . 

.Jo.ny ~.~re, b:r those faithful .:nissionf ries, converted to the Christian 

faith, whicr. to me secn:cd perfectly naturo.l, as I knew them to bt:\religiouo-

(T. A. H. 29) 
· f I t' t hi ·r 1 eo le The·1 uro..ued ly inclined, or i fflrJ.Y use ne er:n, a wors. p u p p • • • " 

anJ sacrificed to a stone, ~ tree, . or ~hat not, but as they had told me 

~any times this or that only represented an unseen power that controlled 

the destinies of people &s well as in,1 iYi·:'.!.uals, and as all other Gods, 

in the last fe\v months had fe.iled, it to me, was perfectly n::itural that 

they should turn to the uns.3en God of the white ·1~an. Of course, there 

were back-slidinc;~, as i.s the case among other people, but in the major-

ity they have been true tC? their new faith, sorr.etimes under very trying 

circunstances. A year or more previous to the outbreak many societies 

or lodges hau been reestablished., such as the Dear ~ancc Society, the 

Buffalo Dance, the Elk ·Lod~e, the Raw Fish Eaters Lodee, the Dog Liver 

Eaters Lodge and one new one that I hud never seen or he~rd of before, 

dalled by the originators of lo~gc t~e l!onkey Society. li'ach one of ..... 

these had their particu1~r son5s a.nd peculiar steps in their dances, such 

as the Buffalo step, th~ Elk step, the ~onkey step, etc. But over and 

above all, there was the S'-Lc:-ed Lod3e (ra-J~on \':a-ci-pi) which had been 

handed d.o·::n from ti11.e unknown. This society or lodge was very strict 

in their rules and it was not everv one that co~ld get admittance into w ~ 

this society. It was also, in a way, a secret society in which secrets 

'ere divulged to the initiated, under oath, never to be revealed to any 

person not a member of the society, ar.d this oath was ever faithfully 

kept. Uncle Johfi Moores and Chief Gabriel Renville were both born among 

the Indians, and until they were fifteen or sixt een years old, lived ~ith 

them, and raised as Indians, during which tine they ~ere ad1i tted into 

this society. ::re1thcr of them could ever be eot to tell ·::hat these se-

crets were. If t..okec.1. they v;ould laJ.,)1 it off, or in some way evade 

answel'.ing the question. One of their :'ules 'i'las, if u.ny wo an) a r .. e•rbcr 

of this societv v:c::..o knO\"Tn to be unchn.ste or com":tted any overt and Ul~-
~ 

;·:omanl y u.ct s~ould be exocllcd from the soc~cty. ... I know of t~o cases 
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:1hcre this was ~one. ··y father used to think th&.t this society v:as in 

some way connected r;ith the Free 1.!asons. He a:J_so fir mly believed that 

the Indi ans on this continent ·.vere d.escendents of the lost tribes of Is-

rael, as __ any of their customs and. rules of li.ving iiCre ver2r much alike, 

as for inntance: A ·v1ornan c.:.t certain pe riods was considered unclean e..nd 

not G.llor·ed to stay in the Game tent wi th their O'.'ffi fa.!tily or to go into 

any other tent, except a small te nt p;ovidcJ a ~d kept for tha.t special 

nuroose by .ost every family. She was not admitted into her o-;m home . - . 

u~til she had puri f:ed herself. I think Igna tious Donnelly, once Gover-

nor of iii nnesot a, v:as of the sa: e belief and wrote a book on the subject. 

Another thine in connecti~n ··ith this Sacred TJodgc, or vhatever it 

may be called, r1as th.:- t this sa ... .'1e '",h in;; \7as ir. other tribes, such as the 
&nd 

Chi p)ecra, the ~inncba3~ the S::..x and Fox, ,..the O!nahas. Some of these 

tribes ~ere Qc~~ly enemies to one another, which ~cull uo to indicate , 

it seems to r c, that in the long ae;oJ perhaps hundre .J.s of years, these 

many tribes 1.ere of one co ·r. non origin; another thing in favor of the the-

ory of argument that they are uescendents of the Lost Tribes of Israel. 

The elder 1nen cf tht~ lodee w~re eventually the doct ors of this tribe ~na 

while conjurin.:., was very r·0 uch "esorteJ to, mo.ny herbs and roots ,.;ere used., 

rr.any of ·:·hich, T think, \"Gre cood. The sweat bath i·:as also usccl in many 

cures. 

In caBGS of tub·3rculonis, '>'hich in former veu.r:...:: \"ere very fer;, no 

on9 was cwllowed to cat fro:n the sa 11c ii sh or smoke fro m the same p ~ 9e 

used by the afflicted ones. But they carried. this to & r~ther ridiculous 

extent, as a nurderer for a certain length of tine had his individual 

di~h and pi!)e. One incident that has just come to JJi'l mind I will relate 

here, as it may be of sor..e historical interest to Veblent tes. About two 

miles from the town of Veblen, where my brother Angus is no~ livinJ, 

con.~only knom as Short Foot Grove, was an old camping ground of Standing 

( T. A. RI 31) 

Buff alo ' s people, the Sissetons. Here they would come togethe r f r om 

their several villages on Lake Tr ave r se, Big Stone Lake, Buff alo Lake, 

Picke r el Lake, Enemy Swim and oth0r places. Here ae;ain some:_ti.r.e during 

the month of November 1~62, they ae;ain caxe together to consu .. t and decide 

as to the best place to uinter. They decided on Devils Lake, as they deem-

ed it "Unsafe, at least for soi:.e tir.:e to corr:e, to re :iain in this part of 

the country. 

After the battle of ~ood Loke and the ·defeat of the hostiles and their 

.i.m ... ediate flicht, they scattered out in s:nall t;roups, thinking, I presu.::.e, 

in that , av to ::ore easily esca:>e any troup that might be sent out in pur-

suit. But le a rnint:, by sorr.e means, that Sibley was not making any further 

:nove, and concludine; from this, I presu .• e, that Sibley, after securing the 

release of the prisoners had concluded to halt for that season. At 
the sane ti ... e :-!enrint::, of this, Stc.ndine; Buffalo's ca:np at v·ha.t '·,·as crlled 

by them Ma-ka-s£:.n-oz e (the Creek of ,rocurinc::: of Thi te Clay), Little C!'o-.·1 

and. his f ollo~:ers , a lso, came toeet~er there, and in one cra.nd feast and 

courcil, Little Cro\·1 mo.de his last appeal t'o 2tanding Buffc.lo (Ta-ton-kt.. 

na-jin) to hel~ him in his efforts aeainst the \"11ites. But Standing Buf-

fc.lo refused to have anythin.; to '"\o with it, and. said to Little Cro\";, nyou 

hr...ve a lre ady mr..de n:uch trouble for my .. eople. Go to Canada or r;here you 

please, but :o a~ay from me and off the la~ds r f my people. " T~is was 

tol Q .c bv rcy father-in-lai·1 (''a .... r ~ i-ya ho to.n-ka) known .J.1.on c:; the \""hites 

s..s Short Foot . On this 01: cal"'!:>in._: :;rounC.. he scl~cted h:.s al lot .ent, where 

he lived until his death in 1890, und r~ere his wi~ow, now eighty-seven 

years old, still 1ives and cultivates her half acre or so of so-called 
' 

squaw corn, and other garden truck. 

As previously de cided upon, Stending-Buffalo anfl his 1e':"ple ·.'Tintered 

at Devils La~e, 1862-63. Some of the hostiles went to c~nad~ that winter. 

Others scattered. out on the plain8 further ·est in ''Jrs 1.it t of buffalo, 

confident, as they h~d ~ecured fro.1 the V~itee ?lenty of cuns, ammunition 
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and horses, that it would be an easy mat ter gettinE a living. But in this 

nl~o +hey had miscalculated. T:ieir hor ses, taken from the ,,,.,~ites, not 

beine; accusto;-::eC. tc:· ~he outd:JJr life as the Ind:ic:in pon.;es \':ere, be f ore 

'inter i:·as very far advenced, all died, leavin,; t~e'': without horses to 

hunt the buffalo, or means of trans ortation, and only such of their 

camp equipments as they could car£y on their backs were taken in thei r 

moves. Many of the~ ca~e into Standing Buffalo ' s ca~p at Bevils Lake en-

tirely destitute a.nd in a state of starvation. 

During my lifeti:r.e I have· not knov:n of a violently insane Indian :na.n 

or woman, but sorne that •::ere more on the simpleton or idiotic order. Some 

\'/hose nar.:cs I remember, one Ha-ke-wa-cte (The Last Good One) an old man, 

who died many years ago, another Ho-tan-in-yan-ku (Voice returnihg), 

c.nothcr Wa-si-cun-na (tl":e Little i:!hite man), at the time of the outoreak 

a youth ab~ut e ightecn years old. These tv10 last were ca1ong tr .. e thirty-

The first on account of some slip of the tonsue 

at his triC1.l by ttc :'.:ili t&r~{ C.ourt. The last through some mistake inad-

vertn.ntly, or other\•1isc, made at the tir::e of CC'..lling out cf those ','lho 

;·:crG to be huilg. There ·;;ere t\'.'O of ttis nau:e, V:a-ci-cun-na, in the priser •• 

This boy, about eighteen years old, I f i:rmly believe ·::c.s ir:nocent. The 

other, a n1an perhaps thirty or tI'..irty-five yearn old, Hr.om I think, likely, 

'US justly conclenir .. ed.. r.rnen the ::icrson for that purpose appointed ::;toed 

in the doc.r of the prison ca.lling the no.r.1es of the condcmncU. ca;-:le to the 

na.i.c v:1:1.-si-cun-nl:L, tl".e man sittinc next to him nudged. him c.r~d. sa'!.d, 11 Youi· 

name is Cb.llcd. 11 Ee, the boy, in his simplicity at once cot U.? and \r:ent 

out, ancl with -the othcrn was pl:.t into the de a.th house. The other' n:an, 

\ihO I believe Uf;..S reCl.lly the guilty party, ufte:r\'tards died in prison. 

In ·11ri t irig of the different societies ar.J. lodges, the Buffalo Lodge, 

the Bear LoJ.be, the ... :or.key Society, etc. I forGot to ~ention tl:c r'ar 

Dance, the Pc~ce Dance the Scalp Da.r.ce. Each ·had their spec!al son5s 

a.nd .L:;u.rti:ular ki1:d of step in their d.c...nccs. To n. ~:hite person, I sup-

(T . A. R. ))) 

to be a ll the sa e, the sa.rr.e '!:?eat ing of the druiµ, the so.1.e po se t hey seem 

· r.::ongs, the same hop ... oino· up and do1:n in the ir dances . Ee-yay-ya y in their - - _ o 

I k But it 1. s the sa~ne with the Indic:1.n i n re-But this is not so, as now. 

t ~ r lt the Two ~~ep the Tango, the Fo~ ~rot . gard. to white· da.ncee, !.e •. a z, " ..... 1.1 , 

The h ugging, ~s it were , is al l alike to them, ~ostly the hugging . (Of 

course , I am not now s;ieaking of the Ir..dians of the Carl i sle , Haskel and 

h 1 ··m1n· ey have no,·1 learned the difference 'be-othc r non-reserv&tion sc oo o . 

F T t) But here I wish to more particularl y t~een the T~ngc and ~ ·ox re • 

th · in co.,..,.ncct ion ,•11· th the Scalp Dance, mc:i.ny of \7hich I .1er.t ion so:ne ings •· 1 

have seen. t ,lve acalps Ttese sc~lps In some I have seen as many as we ..... · 

·::ere stretche~ on hcops , dried, and then the flesh si~e paihtcd red, and 

the hair dccoi·c..tcd with ribbons, f ec.. the rs, etc . Ir. cases where the Gb.rs 

1 · ear r1· n-"' '"ere in t!1e ec..rs. All of the many were included in the sea pine;, - ~.... .. · 

Cb . "los These scalps Tie=e kept for scC1.lps that I have seen were .. 1ppe·.-,<:.t sc.... ... . 

""h"" sc ... l"""' ,,,., ... re re::.air.ted., rece coruted, four months, and at 8£..Ch ne'.'l moon V4 r.:;Se .... .:-·.;> • ..., ... 

and. a fec..st ~r.d e,rc: r .. d dance •::a~ held. At the enc of tr.e fourth moon, ar.d 

a,f t er the grn.nd d~nce, i'!hi ch so~et ir .• e s lasted several do.ys , n. ~r~vc v10.s 

dug and tte sc~lps buried. 

These monthly renewing of the scalps, if I may be permitted to call 

it such, wer~ by them called the ~ainting of the schlpo. From the t i1:-:e 

0 -f'_ ~. sc-:•lf' .,P to the ti1ne of the burial of the SG.:':leJ of the takine; - .... u. the 

or.e taking the scalp and three others that were in a ~ay connected with 

11 · t use an,; fl&shy which r ,rill ex.plain further on, v:ere not a 0\7ea. o J 

ti f kind, except to we~r on top of h i s P~int or personal decora ans o any 
..... • wao 

head. a tuft of swan; do.,.;n, about the size of an apple. His blanket "' usually 

e..n old one, daubed v·i th rr:ud, ar.d his face 17a_s painted black . The tuft of 

· · one ncoun men" as the French C~a.dians s'.:n.ns do'.7n wa.s to desienc..tc :i1m us . 

used to call them. Of' an enemv, the one \'Tho did the actu~l In the killine; ... J 

k ·111~- ·~as gr~nted a seJ.n~rate honor. l .. ~t;;> ,, -
Then ca1ue the 1'coup 11 mentioned above . 
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This coup was the touchine; of the dead enemy ' s body, which in most. cases 

would be lying -;;i thin or near the enemy's lines. There were four of these 

coups, 1-2-3-4, on the bodies of each enemy killed, and it was looked 

upon as ?:10:re of an honor than the actual killing. Ir.. so.ne cases the man . 
·::ho Jid the killing v;ould r.r:ake the first coup, in which cane he was con-

ceeded a double honor , ~hich ~as the wcarin3 of an eagle feat~er, on the 

\"ihitc oart of i'l~ich w1;1..r. pc.i.int'3d a red spot. This would deprive others 

of ts.king :~1orc th~Lr. three more coups on that body. Each person ·.:as al-

lo·::ecl to r.·e<.,.l.r or.e eagle feather for each cou1) perfor:ned whether it \Vao the 

first, second, ttird or fourth. 

Durir..s the seven v1e0ks that I was in the Hostile and Friendly can:p 

I did not see a uhole w~ite sea.lo. ... I seV! soine tho.t r;ere so.id to be sn:all 

parts of scalpa. Durir~b my severo.l trips to Fort Ridgely, in v1hich I 

S . ,. , --·r·r '-." .. l.(...w J..) dead bo~ies lying by tGe side of the road, only one ws.c mutiluted. 

This w~s the boiy of Ph~lantler Prescott , ntose head was cut off. This mGn 

Prescott I had kno~n ~11 my life. He was a f c~rly good interpreter and 

wo.s married to a full blooc.l Indian womc..n .. Eis oldest d.c..ughter, Lucy, I 

think wr,.,s married to Pettijohn the breakfast food m'-n, of 1finr_ea:polia, 

who C:.ied 't.:') or three yc·ars o.go. One of r11y sicters married e:.. sen of . . nlG, 

They bu.cl t'.!o chiliron, one of v1hom, E. D. Prescott, is now livin5 in 

2e~ttle, ,-~shingtoL. In !!£..y 1~63 the prisoners at .Janka.to ,·:ere removed 

to Rock Island, there to serve out their severc.l terms of irr.=1.risonment, 

so~e one year, some two years. At the end of the fourth.year they were 

all released and sent to their res~ective rcserv~tions . 

Shortly after the re~ov~l of tte ,risonera from ~ankato, the ~o :en 

c.nd children and. c. fc ' cf tt ~ ;nen in the Fort Snelling ca:p were put on 

boata and taken down the river. One boat went as far as St. Louis and 

then btt.ck up the ·r.issouri river to wJ·1u.t ~·1c..s celled by the Inci.ians Can-

ki-ca-koe, English, Pn.rtinL of the ,.7."ooJ.s, now Cro·.1 Creek Abency. 

( T. A. P.. 35) 
· t d ~ent ~ith the last lot thut employed by the government as interpre er an 

t c 111 It was the boat on which I was on that ma.de the en-lef t For ~ne ng. 

tire trip by river, the first boat sending its passengers across Iowa to 

st . Joseph, wissouri by rail, where our boat picked them up and took them 

the rest of the way. 

In due time we arrived at our destination, and at once c omr~.cnced the 

h t i t · 11 kno'i·.rn as the Croi·: Creek Agencv. Du.ring \,·ark of establis!J.int; w Et s s i . J 

my stay at this agency, besides my duties as government emplorec, I as-

sisted the Reverend ~r. Hinman in his teaching and other missionary vork. 

.uuri ng tho swmner some \ir.ne'qago "tere also bro'..lght to that agency, c.nO. 

~part of my nork was to issue b~ef an~ 6ther r~tions twice a weel~ to both 

Sioux and Tinnebago • . Durin5 the sum ... er of 1S63 nothinu of in!portancc ha9-

1 ~. ''Ounr· r~.~1··n from some~~ere fur-1 encd, but one incid~~t I will re ate . . J -~ £~~ ~ 

tner ·;1est ho.d c0r1e into our cc..1i.p (·.1e i7cre still in tents) lookir:, for his 

v:ife. R~ ht...d by some rreuns leb.rned she was there. He found her r:r..d tried 

t t - t 0 0 .-.:,·•".) 7 \'!it h 0 _•CTS"'J.c_,.C..e ~::!..r.. o - '-_ 
, . 
:.; lnl. She refused ~o do so. ~· ~h took .t:e ...... en 

his knife anu cut off a part of he~ r.ose, [rd sl~shJd her face in many 

places so th~t it ~isfiEurcd her for life. After he had done t~is he 

left her. This hap,cnod in the brush, some distance away from the tents. 

+ '- -:i ar i:. The v:om2..n then ·uent some little dist2nce further into ...... e v1oou.s , 

f 1'' · h from her tent usinc her s~sh or so ethinc else hunc hersel . dissing er 

a search r:as made, f indin6 her hune; and. dead. The few fatthful Ind.ian 

men we h~d with us, iill1ediately started a hunt, and in some other tent 

found the youn£ rm ... r .. asleep, 1-nd 3ccurins hir: turned him over the mili te.ry 

guard that ·,·;ere r1i th us. This all hal)}')Cned. durinu the one ni3ht. The 

next d.'1y ::-.. c le. G tried and convicte~ awl sentenced to be shot. For some 

· · t · ~ a brot.her of the reason :~11 i tc.=..ry U.id. not -;;a:r:t to do this snoo ing &.n(.. -

Jead vioman, 1.::.. mere boy aboJ.t f iftcer, years old, r:::...s chosen to do the 

shooting. t t ~h· ~ cc c~ .. o~e~ .. fc~- t.hA_ exec11tion, th~ boy's On the • .. o.y oi..: o 1.1 1;;; .J.:.o.. , ~ 
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...:.n:l he refuse~ to uo the s.ootin0 • ~ o.v e out, ..... A relative of the 

d ead. ~Oman ~1l.-n1n-~pe .tU - a ~-• · ,, ( ~ ..... ,..O\',') vo.,_• U"'·t'~orea.", c...nd after the third shot, fi-

nally killed the man. I ·.·~s not :;.~eye witness of the exec 'tion but as 

it ~.·c-.s u..t 0 S!.'lc;.ll creek, only a fey: rods frcm •:here I vas at \"Jerk on th€ 

a gency grounJs, I heard the executed m~n 
'-' ive the war-whoop when the first 

shot was fired and then ninging his death song U!J to the time of the third 

shot. 1 t f f ily Of Oix brot:1ers, al.. 1 of This youn:; Ind.io.n was the as o u. am 

\"lho::n died vio cnu Q8av .s a J. C.l..l .J. 1 ~ l Lt t the h~~ds a ~ somG of their own people. 

In February, 1S6L~, in comriany ·nith the Reverend. S. D. Hinman, I 

left Crc~ Creek hgency, rncl b .... the \'.l:i:t Q.;. 2n 1..on c.i..no. ul • \.) , ~ y kL • ~· ou>r "ity I \':ent 

'.)act: t o Fr...ribault, where mother and. the rest of tb.e f amily ·,·:ere. 11r. 
IIinmu.'!1 stop_;)ed at Siou..-c City, hut cu.:'e to Faribaalt later on. In Fo.r-

ibau t, or . our rro11 ns , ' ~ - - _ 1 f f t . I \'Or '.rec: i' n Bishop f"hipple 1 s s~udio , tr~rslatins 

a 9art o: ~-hu )r&ye:: book ei.r.ci other Fork in thc..t lir.e. In r:ece.iiber, 1564, 
e..t the request of Bis: op \:hipple, I . adc a trip t·:> Cro;·; Crc~k AgcrLcy, 

af;t~in by wuy of Sioux City and Yankton by stage. At ... hat time this was 

t . 1 I'O"te open, e.n.i the stei.uc the only means of travel ~vu.ilable. nc on y ...... o 

ThouLh in the dec.d of \'linter, I made the trip all right, and. ·;;i thin the 

non"" h \·ias uc · l>O ar i au.1.. c.:.ucl. • .i • ..... b k .._ F · b , t r ,.,.., in T'." 1 s trip ''f~s 1 •. ade in the int ere st s 

of sowe of ~in op ~. ipp e an r. . •. - - = h ~·'h· 1 d .r ~1·.,...L.'.1::-.n ' >.:: Y·1 ission1;1.ry •i.rork u.u1onb .. the In-

~ia~s there a rov vrcex ~0 ~n . ~~ t C ~ , J ~ cy ~ yG~r or t :o after this, a Reserva-

tion w~~ set aside in Nebraska> ~r.c. .:..n (;..ler.cy este.. .... is .. ec.. JUS ac •.HJ . ·b1· .... ~. t roeoc-

the Fiver fro r. Sr'rin~fielC:., So·1th DL..kot , calJ.e.i S ntee Agency. The 

I::cli· ns that he.cl been te..:::cn to Cro ,· Creek, fro.n !.:in,...esotcl., were moved 

down the r:lver to t:- . .t i\;ency a.nd arc s ... ill livir~g there. T~1e Cro\l 

ere ...,,. r,.,.e ..... c~ ... ····~r- ,Kort for ti-.e i1oe of other Tnuians, livinc; ;..lone;, the '-' t· J1 0 " ,/ •• ......, ..... -

:.r i s s our i r i v er . - , , ~ L.• · · The .... 1,inr,cb::.1,.go, th<'"'t ';;ere at Crow Creek were taken to 

tne ma~a. .. -· o · Penervation in !Jebr~ sJra. In Febr11'1ry, 1665, I and my brotr.er 

S.ustav "...!S C'r,..L1s ea . i , · t ' ~ ... ';"'. the 1<'irst ·:ir-;nesoti He:.lvy .Artillery &nc.: v1cnt South 

an .... t. were stationed E...t Ch~tt1.noobc.., TcrJ.ncssee, \'Jhcre we served the ost 

( T. A. R. 37) 

of our time, and in October were mustered out at Fort Snell i~g . After 
S)en1.1. 1n~ .:.. .... .. ""'""'.:"' - - - i - - · • · £', .. · .. ·p • ·i'~~ · .. ,. ":'I... , _ .... .,_J _. =-~· "'·~ Fc-ribeu~.t, I in company with Lewis 

tialker , an Indian boy who had served his full tirr.e in the sixth Minnesota 

In ~n ry, s rucK ou1.., u f t t , • on ~J..oot, for +he Scouts Can:ro. someqhere in the vlcin-

ity of Yellow Medicine. Tie found the camp at ~ood Lake, near the Battle 

Ground of that namel there we wintered. Towards spring, word came from 

Fort Ridgely ~a ~~ ex1s LJa -~ -·• t , t r 1 · T F'!'"~1n'oo is a ...... d. I were ap1.)o inted Chief of Scouts. 

I with fifteen scouts under me, to be stationed at \';hat \7as at that time 

L~ke Hendricks. Alexis to be stationed at a lake, by the Indians 
' the lake ~here the Cheyenne nas staked do~n. 

called 

Early in the sprins, :iavinz received or:ler s to that effect, \7C moved 

out to ,~c vCTO a ea nam . t ~ L 1 k cd above Here I served as Chief of Scouts 

darin;: the su.r.1 ner of 1S66. Bat as no war parties from the hostiles c ..... me 

that far south tt::.t sumn~r, nothina of im~orta~ce happened, except the 0 • 

exc L te.i.ent of the h·.1r1t in0 of the buffalo, thousu.nds of uhich were in that 

country ~uring the sum er. In Oc+obc~ \~e 'd f ~ en~ relieved of ,, • . \;ere pa1 o ! _ 

our duties for that season. . _ re broke camp and moved t o the head waters of 

the Redv•ood River, where we established oar \'Tinter c~uarters . Some built 

log huts, others lived in tents, and v1it~ slight assist~nce from the fort 

· b h ti d tr~ Wn~ ··1e rna~aaed to .e~ through the winter. ~na y .un ~g an ~~~·GJ • ill .. u _ 

In the s~rin~ of 1867, after the trap)in~ season was over, all scat-

tered off. Some went to Santee Acency, so~e to ncdwood Falls and other 

places, some as far away as Shakopee) Mir.nesota. Only uncle John Moores 

and Tom Robinson ren.ained in that section. They tu.king honcstcads neu.r 

Ln.ke Dc~:ton, their lands 'borderin~ on a. la~e called by the Inuians 

u-ta-pa-hi-pi, Lake of the Gathering of Acorns. There they lived up to 

Lhe time of their deaths. Durine the ~inter of 1$66-67, a delegdtion 

from here -.vent to Vii ... s:iine;ton, and a treaty rias made, in w!'lic!'l the Lake 

Tr~verse Rescrvu.tion wao set as.lde for the friendly In ... lia.ns and mixcd-

bloods, c.....nd in this, s, r.:0 treaty another reservation 17c..s established at 
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Devils Lake for the Cutheatl band of Yanktonais hnd other Sissetons and 

V-a.h0etons t a m10- r1 sn ' .. ht · ht i · to co'ne i·n Kno·.v1'ng of this, Jose ·1}h La From-... u 

bois :;..nd myself in the month of September, came to Brorins Valley. He 

in a few days Rent on to Fort Abercro·11bie \"here he had got the appoint-

.tent as interpreter for that post. I re mained at Bro·::ns Valley where I 

wa.s eit once enrol led as a member of the reservation here. I remained at 

, +1 • ..1.• inter o.,r.C. }art of the next summer, but having BrO\ii.1S Vc....~ley ... .-1r ou~n· 1.i r:c 

.o ~i~1·on. I ~ent to Fort Sisseton, at that been offerea & f ri rly GOOd u - • 

time Fort ~ads~orth. During thi s vea.r an appropriation had been made <.:; • 

for the r.upport of those Ind.iri.ns du.1~inc the coming ..-;int3 r. Bishop l"hipple 

asked by the Ir.d.:an De11artment to use this rr;oney to buy cl0thing, 

prov.:.siOJ?.S, etc. c..nd if nossible to .. ake t!'le issue. He very kindly con-

sented c.nd .. 11. th Dr. J. r::. raniels as agent under him, ca1;1 '3 to Fo:rt Wads-

1 ..1. ~ ..1.~ • ~er "~~ pc~son~ 1~, ~adc the iBsue of \!Ortn in the ear_r [•arv OI 1.uC 7;1n.,. ,..,_,...._ _ - J 

clothinc .-:nd the fir r: t :ss"Je of rations, Dr. Daniels then, havine; got 

i t t t ~t once e,..., ..... 1 .... ~,~ 4 ,..,,c as hin assistant 1nd inter-his ap)O r •. en as ae;e:::: , ..... - 11 •• J VJ .............. 

preter. The i~:-ue cf rations z:as made monthly. After the first issuo 

b ., t •r· t · ' i-.t:'..1. e 1'n ch '" r··e · ,.._t Don~elc rc~urr·~J. t_ F ~ri c...u_, UJ.11:J.r.eso a, .• n.1. r..:.:l.v 11. .o. c:, ...... {_$ """' i J. 1...-W ..... ..... ,:;, 

issues U.Ul'ir1u t~e ·.·inter. ..... 

~ n~de 1.i.~enardtiJns for the In t~e s~rinL tc r ~turncJ. an~ we av once· ~ • 6 

"" ..... , c re erv·-t ion t.ft~r· cons·u1+.-estu.blis'h .icnt of an c..ucnc:.; so ·;r; .... c:-J an vi'l ·, s c. • ..._ - .., ., 

i:'lb .·ith t':le In.J.1.lins, the present site of Sisset·)n at;ency was finu.lly 

decided upon. At first only lob buildin3s were put u9, as the nearest 

oo in't to scc-:.l.re 1 u111ber was St. Peter, ~·innesota, and huJ to be heiuled ... 

t::iat di~tance by ox teu ... s. But i. norto..blc sa'.: a1ill wus bou3ht o..nd the . 
lui:iber useli for floo7ing z..nd roofi74e; and even s'l-.i::-i.._.l·~e v1ere sawed at 

the agency. 

~·ithjn the next t·1a ycurs, Abcnt Daniel~ was transferreJ to rine 

. , ' "'" !'! Re ' ' n -:- i. 1 ... ~. • .,.. c 1 c.· ·TI1" . . • e v . .. · . • . .I ,..t.:i'"' - o"' •. ' . "" v ... Ala.ns ~ . ."Jooi:itcd for '!1e:-e. ... On D::.i..niel' s 

( T . A. R. 39 

departure, I resibneC. my )Osition as inter!)rete:r 1:nl located on the l.;..nd 

on wl"iich I no·.1 live, and to which, under the provisions of the treaty of 

1367, I received a patent. This patent, on the face of it, sho~ed to 

be a })atcnt _in fee , but there we::;e provisions in it in which it seemed 

to me to !!lake it onl~l a trust .1atent. So throuc;h Senator Ga.nble I had 

it cancelled and a oatent in fee issued to me. I have lived here almost 

contin"J.ously for forty-eight years. Six of my children, now livinc:, \•:ere 

born here. 

Gome time dt:rir:g the eighties the :}80!Jle on this Reservation ·,·:ere 

r ._, ~e a.· by t'he Inte ....... ior '7\JJC:JC:trtr •. ent the )rivilerre of havinr· a Colic of Le.vis g r...n " • • - - <;;:;l ~ 

u~der ~hich they could conduct their own trib~l affairs. A cozr.ni t t ce of 

five mcL11cers wu.s a9point-0d to t;et U.:J this coU.8. Chief GEwbriel Renvilla, 

Rev. ~d~ard Ashley, Chief Two Stars; Good Boy, Joseph R. Brown and myse lf. 

Securinc a COJY of the Cherokee code) in the Indian territory, which was 

in English, ·::•3 took tha"'": as a basis, anc.l trd.nsl3.ting much of it into the 

Sio-..ix lar.Guage and makine some additions of ours, it was sent to V:o..shing-

ton, and at once ap!)roved and returned to us. Under this code w:::.s a le~is­

lc..t:.ve 'bouy, a.. resilent, secretary, tret:;.surer, she:riff, a supreme cov.rt 

composed of five :ncrcbere, t0\7nship justices, and consto.bles . I wa.s elect-

eC. for tv;o ter.'ls &:'.cl scrveJ undcI' this code o.s chief justice for four 

ye!lrs and U) to the tir.1c of ,,'.'!lSsa.ge of the Da·:;s Severalty Bill; uncier 

which lands in oeveral ty v:ere allotteJ, c...nd this coJe 'v"v':.ts jone a· .. ay v:i th, 

l:l.nd r1e r;ere told. t!1at we were no\'! under the Federal and State la:.vs. 

My raminiscences are about ended, ~s from ~he time of the opening 

of the i·escrvation in 1692 U? to t!:e ! resc::J.t ti.~e, all know of ~:l1n.t r.1uy 

have trunspired. But t::ere are two or three matters that I \;ish to touch 

upon. It is a e;enerally acce:lted belief t!'lti.t the Indians \'tere cruel to 

t~ieir captives, which I will ,resume to ~ay, in a l~rse najority of cuoes 

~t le~~~, :1~a n t so, "·:t 1 ~ + r«3 + r i beo \'Ii th 1·;hor.. I u. 3:.ls .. n...on; .. . ... ;:.!.s \7ell c.c-

+' ' 'l'h . quani ted anJ. wl1ose cueton:o I have kr..own ... ro! .. c.11.'""" oocL In the earlier 
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.:lays I have se·en quit c u. number of captives, &11 C!1i .. P.- evn .. , and in their 

captivity they ·.vere tre£:.ted as one of themselves (as if they were visitors , 
I, D. !-I. • ..-) ,..,J.h~y were Jressecl in the best blankets and clothes that could. be 

best of vrhat they haJ to eat, and it seemed t a me to 
be con~ idered a sacred a.nd public trust. They \;ere never abused or in any 

-;ay muti lated. The most of t11ese, citter by the captor or sonc other mem-

ber of the tribe, were te.kcr. :is ,;,rives, Subsequently the mos t of these re-

turned to t:ieir ov1n _:>eople, but some y.>refcrrer..l t o re n.ain ~1ith their cap-

tors, ar.Ll did so up to the tirr.c o: their deaths . Ther e arc no·.t, on thi..r 

reservation, desce·rdents of Sioux ur.d. Chi:i.tcr.·a mi.xed bloods, and I t~ink 

t}:e sa .. e 7i ll be foun<i a:c!one t.e v p)er1a oca c n.v- 1t ..... v- """ h ~hi 1 t d. o ~he ~njL~ Ear~~ re-
oc-rvc..tion in ;~inneaota. In the CUSG of .... ' ... ne c~0tivcs in the Outbreak of .. 
l &. 621 - f th .:> ~ 0 tr" er~ but not in any othe r uay abused, o , many o ,e wou:en w ... re u :.....g ...... , _ 

- . + 'h ... ur in. .., _.c ._ sever~l ~~eks ~hat I was in the In1.lian ca.1ps, these ~.vomen 

c.n.::. chi lc.l:ren fared the r;u..1.e n.s t l:e \ .. .:>'.!en and chi ldron o: their own peopl:;. 

Or.ly in one case ct ·1 T rc~a.l l ·.·::icre a your.g woman was tre..:.. ted beyonc.1 the 

limit usually accofded to ~ captor. And only ir. one case was a oa,tive 

kill ;d. There i"i[!S a boy u.boi.it f ourtecn or f if t eer. years old r1ho was brou .... )1t 

out of one of L~e tent~ t~ run a race ~ith one of the Iri~i~n boys ~f about 
su.re ae;c. r~at~n ~oy ir the race. At the out-

co .... e aas st.:..ndinz a you.J_0 Inli n ·.r;ith his. gun ·1-:~10, I believe, was either 
who 

a brother or relative of 1~e InJ_ fi boy ~shot t~c ~tit~ boy anJ killed him. 

Tr:is \Ye..:-itor:. act was ·~~~scounter:ar.ced by even the hostiles , as he was per-
fectly h\:l..rrr.lcos. The youns Ir. ~ian· could. not r:aar an eaeJ.s feat her for 

th..; a.ct as dll cou:)s had be8n tc..kcn \7hen the boy had been captured. I did 

not see this killing as it ~us done duri ng one of our trips to Fort Ridgely. 

The Indio.n boy th 1.t run in the r1:i.cc was V:illiam '::a-pa-h.l, or Y'illiam Day 

~c he c~lled himself. A fe~ years aeo he was aa~t to prison for boot-
lcT~in- and died there • ..... ....., ....; 

( T • A • R • , g.1 ) 

hlany things ha..ve been advanced and st;::.te .... ente !ni:;..de as to the cause 

of this Outbreak of i e62 . The iminediate cause was the killing at Acton 

by a small party o f hunters. This hunting party stopped near a farm house 

for the purpose o f cooking a meal. In their gathering of ~ood for a fire , 

one of the party ran onto o. hen ' s n'est. Taking the eggs he brought them 

to where t he others were starting a fire. They had. p r ocured some game, 

during t he day, and having no suitable vessel to cook it in, one of them 

went to the house to get the loan of o., kettle, By some me:.:::.ns the woman 

of the.house kne~ of the robbing of her hen ' ~ neat., and ~hen the I ndian 

·1cnt into the house she ordered him out, and finally took hold of him and 

put him out, o.nd he did not e;e t the kettle. Th is he l n.ughinely told of 

when he got back to where the others were. But soi..,.,e of the otters taunt-

ingly ridiculed. hiin for allo·1·1ing hin:self to be treated so by 8. \·roman . He 

was a good natured, jolly ki~d of a fellow and for a while Jid not seem to 

care m~ch ~hat t~cy nere s&yine. But finally they got him angered i'li th 

t'.leir t2unts and ridicule, and I1icking U;.J his eun said to one v;ho h eci. been 

inost persiotent in his ta.unts, "You 1Jruvc man come with me an:l show some 

cf your br:l.very, " and r:alked to .. rarcl the house. The 0th.er one followed him. 

rtcn they cot to the house, the man of the house o,ened the door and he 

was shot and killed, and. the v1hole f amily massacred. 

to the reservat ion and re ported "rhc::..t they h8d done. 
Their at once returned -

Th '-'t nic;ht a council 
was called to consider and decide on what was best to do in the matter. 

Sor:e r1ere in favor of t;...kin:; the n1urde rers and .:leliverinD t!-cm over to 

the milit&..ry authorities, among which i7U.S>thc afterwards not')rious Little 
Crow. ~.:any art:>w11ents were use n -'- n.vor OJ. \J lS. d i -" .r:o ~h· But the other side s~id, 

"N o, r:e have done so before, e,nd re :.e ... bcr the treatinent we got. ·At one time 

son:e of our 7oun5 ... en killed a Chippewc.., one of our heredita..ry enemies, and 
t~1e comman·er a . ne 5 g , ~ j t Ft S llin- naid to us 'You must take these young men, 

and brins thei:- to me , ' 1.re clid so, and never agu.in saw them, but r·e were 
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that they were bound hand and foot and thrown down the high bluff at the 

fort into the river. N'o. We want no more of our young men killed like 

\Vomen. If ·we have 'to die, we vrill die like men. 11 Another argument r:a.s 

that the Great father had a hard fight on his hands, with some of his own 

people and he is getting short cf nien, only old men and boys are left, 

and a fe ;·1 days aeo the agent took all of his working men, r.ieanine the 

em9loyees, and so~e of the mixed-bloods to te 30ldierG. Th~s was a com-

pany formed by Agent G~l brai th, called the Renville Rangers. "'\'ie h:?..ve 

bcPn treated b~dly by our agents, they have not made the pay.::e:r.ts, that 

should have been made long ag9, maybe the Great fathers money is all ~one 

too." :J::.ny arb'ui::ents v;ere used on both sides, but it was finally decided 

to [O on ·:rit:i the kill'inc of t:ie '"!lites, as now 11as a good time to kill 

c.n:l C::.rive the · 0 11t of the country, and regain the lands of which they had 

been robbed. This was told r.;e by so. le \7ho 11ere ·)resent at the council. 

~ilc ::.uch .:":.iss8.ticfaction c..nc.l unrest had been bre\·1inc for severc..l years, 

I am confident ~~his outbrer:..k l"Bs not prPmedi tated or p re concerted . It i'.'2..S 

as it v:e re, a. s~arl~ thro·7~1 into c.. pile of hit:hly co·:1'Justible matter, caused 

by ~he t a r 1iness of' -- t9 r1ut it ~ildly -- govern~ent officials in carrying 

out oole :r.nly :'.Jledged trec.ty st ipuJ.at icns and frauds per,?etro.ted in conni-

vance ~ith so.ne of the Indian traders. This last, by so~e, ~ay be con-

sidered a pretty stron._, stcte~nent to make, but it :s neverless a fact. 

Th iG killin,.:.; of the •.-·bites ·1·1as u.s much of a surprise t8 a !'1ajor:.ty of the 

Indi~~s as it rras to any of us. If it °!1".d been pre .. edi tated., the Siese-

ton3 ~ou:d have bePr. c or.sulted in tte matter, us they are as much Sioux 

as Little Crow's :1eople, c:nd. affiliated· ith them by marriage and other 

~tron6 ties, and would surely have leaked out, if such had been the case. 

The Indians to this day call it "the war of t"le Hen's nest, or hens eggs. 11 

T~ree or ~our Nho committed the ~urders at Acton, and all of them died 

ci,t the hundo of their 0'.7n people, some\vhere in llanitoba. 

(T . A. R. 43) 
As there were no survivors of the boat ofminers killed on the ~is-

souri river (near Bismarck) in 1S63, perhaps it \Yill not be amiss to 

d · t t t f th t af.t:'" ir A fe'1,r o.~a,J"s after General give the I~ lane s a e~en o .a ~~ . • 

Sibley had given up the chase for that year and had started on his re-

turn, a.nd the hostiles '1'lere on tte 1·1·eat side of the IJissouri , a boat 

~ · Tbc Ind1'cns at once n ... repared for an ~t-~as seen coming down t,.e river. - ~-

tc..ck. · The miners inste~d. cf going on clor;r. tr.e river landed on a sand 

bar in the middle of tic river an~ com~enced firing ~ cmall ho~itzer. 

t·hey had on the boat1 probably thinking this i':ould scare the Ir.dio.r .. s . 

App~rently it di~ n?t, us by tying bundles of poles together they shoved 

or rolled them ahead of them an~ kept gettinc nearer tr.e boat, ~nd final-

i ... y i :'.. rush rea.ched the boat, but· found. all in tr.e boat dead, o.mong !':":a..k ng -

h Tl·.ere n1ust 'nave been, at le"'st O"'.e cruck shot \':hi ct were t .. rec woc1en. . ..... ~-

on the boCl.t, n.s t·aelve Inclie..ns ~'.'ere killed, every one c:hot in the :forehead . 

i..ea.ny little leu.ther sacks ~·;ere found on the boat filled \lith yellow look-

' k ~orne of +his was t.hro~n into the ~ater. Others ~ere ing stuff 11 e s~n~. - ~ 

kent and traded off· in i.:ani toba. The Indians claim thc.t if the ·:1hi tcs .. 
instead. of stopping or. the sc.nc.l bar, had kept rit;iht on dov:n the river 

would have got off scot free, as they had no way of following them on the 

water. Thie is the Indie.n 1 s sia.e of that affc..ir. As there were no white 

stlrvivors of this occurru.nce, it r.:""y be interesting to kncY.r o.:t lee.st this 

~ Some of this I ~ot from an old Indian who ~&s there. He is no~ !11UCu, .., 

~6 years old ~nd ctill quite spry. ..... 

Of our o·;:n family only· one got. a'so.y in 1S62. This v1e.s my sister 

Sorhi , no·:: D:s. Y\eatherstone. She 1·,·as at the ti.nc thirteen years old 
' 

and going to the lliss ion School n~ar Ye 1101: :.=edic ine. Ste escaped \"Ii th 

the Riggs end \'illiamson ft..rnilies and sor.:e otheroj emong whom r:as a pho-

toGraphcr by the nar.ac of i~i tncy, if I rer.:1ember right, who in one of the 

stops in tf.eir flight took c.. photogrL:.;Jh of then., of vhich, throuGh the 

kir.u:c.ess of llr. Satterlee of :.1inncapolis, I have a. very bood copy. In 
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that they were bound hand and foot and thrown down the high bluff at the 

fort into the river. No. We want no rnore of our young men killed like 

women. If we have ·to die, we will die like men ." Another argument v1u.s 

that the Great father had a hard fi ght on his hands, with so:ne of his own 

people and he is ge t ting short ~f men, only old men and boys are left, 
• A .c.J. " ana °' .i. t:·.v o.ays aso the agent took all of his workins men, meaning the 

employees, e:~nd so:i~e of the mixed-bleeds to be soldiers. Thi.s was a com-

pany formed by Agent G~l bre~i th, called the Renville Rangers. 11 \7c h3.ve 

bc,~n treated badly by our agents, they have not made the pay ... ents, thc..t 

should have been made lonL ag9, maybe the Great fathers money is all ~one 

too." !Jr;.,ny er0 ui.:ents v:ere used on both sides, but it i.1as finallY" decided 

to f:O on "1ith the kill ·ing of the •"h ites, as now r.ras a t;ood time to kill 

::;.n.:. .:rive the.r oi_1t of the country, and rega1n the lands of 'ilhich the~r had 

been robbed. This was told me by so .. 1e who T1ere =1 resent at the council. 

rtile :.1uch .:.issaticfaction tind unrest h8d be "n brewinc for several years, 

I ::1.m confid.ent this outbreak ~"a9 n-:it premedita.tcd or , reconcerted. It 1:as 

as it ~ere, a s,ark thro~n into & pile of hi[hly coa~ustiblc matter, caused 

by the tar:iiness of' -- t~ ,·iut it n: ildly -- governn.ent officio.ls in carryine 

out oole:r.nly ::::i ledged tren.ty stipuJ.aticns and frauds per,?etrnted in conni-

vance ~ith so~e of the Indian traders. This last, by so~e, may be con-

sidered a pretty stron~ stote .nent to make, but it :s neveTless a fact. 

This killinw of the ···hit es \'ras as much of o. surprise t~ a r'!aj or: ty of the 

Indians us it was to any of us. If it had been pre~editated, the Sione-

tons ;1ou::!..d have bePr. consulted in the mo.tt er, us they are aG much Sioux 

as Little Crow's people, e.nd affiliated· ith them by marriage and other 

~trong ties, and ~ould surely have leaked out, if such had been the case. 

The Indians to this day call it "the war of t~e Hen's nest, or hens eg~s." 

Three or ..:-our ~-;ho cornmi tted the !!1.Urders at Acton, and alJ. of them died 

at the ho.nds of their ov1n people, somewhere in Manitoba. 

(T . A. R. 43) 

As there were no survivors of the boat ofmir.ers killed on the ~is­

souxi river (near Bismarck) in 1$63, perhaps it will not be amiss to 

give the Indiano statexent of ttat affair . A few days after General 

Sibley had given up the chase for that year and had started on his re-

tu~n, and tte hostil.es \'1ere on tte r;est side of the 1:issouri , a boat 

~as seen coming down tte river. The Indi&ns at once prepared for an ut-

tack. · The miners inztcc.d. cf going on do\·;n tte river landed on a sand 

bar in the middle of ttc river an~ corexenced firin5 ~ cmall ho~itzer. 

t ·hey had on the boat, probably thinking this r:ould scare the India.r.s . 

App~ren~ly it diJ not, as by tying bundles of poleo together they shoved 

or rolled them ahead of them ancl kept gettinc nearer t!:e boat,, o.nd final-

ly T.ukiLg ~rush re~ched the boat, but·fO:mQ all in tte boat dead, nwong 

\'Jhict were thre~ ·1•:omen. Ttc:;re must have been, at leust one cruck shot 

on the boat, us tr;elve Indians \'.'ere killed, every one ::~ot in the forehea.d. 

ti..ny little leather sacks v1ere found on the boat filled \li th yellow look-

ing stuff like s1:;.no.. Some of this was ~1:.ro':;n into the \~·ater. Others '.7erc 

kept and traded off· in :.:ani toba. The Indians claim thc..t if the ·::hi tes 

instead. of stopping ori the sc..nd b~r, hi;..d ker::t right on dov;n the river 

would have got off scot fi·ee, c.s they had no way of following them on the 

water. Thie is the Indian's side of that affair. As there were no white 

survivors of this occurrance, it r:.i...y be interestine; to knor: c.t lea.st this 

much. Some of this I got from an old In'iian \:ho \':as there. He is now 

~6 years old ~nd ntill quite spry. .. ... 

Of our o·.vn family only one got a·.vay in 1862. This ·.7c.s my sister 

S9~ia, no·:; L:rs. r\eatherstonc. She ·\·:c.s o.t the t i1r:c thirteen· years old, 

and going to the :.fission School n~u.r Yello\; ~edicine. She escaped vii th 

' d 1''ill. f 'l'c 0 d sor·e Othero omQnb--: \',' ... '"'.Om \": 0 ~ a pho-the Riggs an I iamson c:.ml. l s u.n ••. ... j """.. . ~~ 

tographer br the name of Thi tney, if I rcr.1embcr right, ·who in one of the 

stops in tri.eir flight teak o. photogrl .. ph of them, of which, throi.;.gh tte 

kir:dneso of Mr. Satterlee of :.:inneapolis, I h£..ve a very £,OOtl copy. In 
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this flii:;ht, Little Pc:::.ul, mentioned else·:;here, carried my oister on his 

baok across the llinnesota river and l~nded her s~fely with the rest of the 

p8.rt y r1ho had, u.'t1der the (;Uid.ance of so~e of the miss ion Indi ans collected 

on the opposite shore. 

I h&ve rrentioncd clse\';here the Indian ' s treatment of thei r captives. 

If theirs wc..s cruel, what of the co-called Christi an Hun and the Kul tured· 

German of the present day? If half tbe reports ~e get are true there is 

no corr:parison. 

In General Sibley ' s ccir.paicn ar;ainst the Indian!'! in 1562, there \73.S 

much criticism on account of his apparent tardiness in follov·iine; up the 

hostiles. But in t he first place he \':as not prepa.red. He did not have 

sufficient force u.t his comrr:a.nd, and ~vcn r:hat he hc..d ':>ere very poorly arrr.eJ; 

some men he:Ld only pitchforks, ::..nd if he had had sufficien:. force properly 

urmedJ it ;"o'J.ld h::..ve been t:-ie 1vorct thing he cou d have done, as if he !1:.d 

G.or.e so, th·~ host ilcs -·1th their ca:'tives ·.·:ould have struck out for the 

British pos::>escionn where they expected to get protection and assistance. 

It beir.g ln.te in the season many of the captives, who we re mostly r•o~en 

and small chiliren, would have perished on the nay. But by the wuy he 

took, it gave the friendly Indians the time to '.'!Ork their enci of the plan 

for the release o.f the ca.pt iv cs in Litt le CrcYt 1 s hostile camp. General 

Sibley havir.g lived the best i:art of his life \7ith these very Indians c.nd 

and kno~in& uell their traits end char~cte=istic3 , kneu well what he \ibS 

doing a.nd happily it turned out c..s he c..nd others , who had been working 

in cocperat ion r:i th him in his com11:u.nU. and also the frier ... dly element on 

the Indi~.n side h&J. hoped for. If tt.ose who blamed Sibley had had. their 

::ay and tr~0 hostiles r~Ghcci ,, it ·.voulu have been, as it were, a death war-

rant to most of the ca.ptives. This Sti:i.tcment I make because I was at tr4c 
otho:: cr ... d of this pl:...n, unJ. l\.r.0 .1 whereof I ·,·lri te. 

I HC..s well :...c~uG.into~ \•:i th c:.11 the ol~ settlers of ::irinGsott. ; Genorc.1 
T.J • • C' • , ~ • • • , .. i 111 t.r i;' b l. • J ... 'R B Q ........ io.i.~y, -a.Jcr •. am ....... or 8S, • .:i.aJor :;se_p .......... rown, __ overnor 

(T. A. R. 45) 
Ramsey, the :!:!cClouds, :!:.Ir. A. L. Lar .. >entur who di ed only a fev: \'leeks a.go 

wel l ont o the century mark, and m<:i.n)' others, and later on Judge Flandreau, 
Governor Marshall, the Doctors J. ~·r d A 11. ::..n -· \',' . Dc..niels, and rr.any others ; 

and among t he Indians I will give the names of the chicf s and the trans-

lation of their names: w~-pa-ha-sa (Red Banner) , Wa-ku- te (Shooter), 

Ta-a-ya.-te-U.u-ta ( Hj s scarlet people), commonly known i1S Litt le Crow 
1 

\ .. a-u;di-tan-ke.. (Big Eagle), Ua-ka-to (Blue Earth ), Sa-ko-pe (Little six), 

father of the one hung at Fort Snelling in 1865, a nd. ~a- z o-ma-mi (Y!alker 

in iron) . These were of the Lor;er Siou.x. Of the Sisseton and iahpet on~, 

or the upper Si oux , Tu-tan-ka-na-jin (Standir.g Buffalo) , ~~-su-1-c:-y~-pa 

(Hail strikinE t oe;ether), r.·un-di-u-pi-du-ta (Scarlet eagle plume) 
1 

In-kpa 
(the pinaqle), !Ja-!3a-sa (Red Iron), I-yang-rna-ni (Ru.11r,ing · . ..-e.lker ), 

\ 

I-te-wa-ki-yan (Thunder face), knoY:n among the whites ?-S Litr.)int, Devil , 

I-sta-rba (Sleepy ::ye) , Ta-ho.m-pi-rda (Rattlir.t; 7t'loccasin). Besides these 

there wore ~number of sub-chiefs. Chief Gabriel Benville, and his sub-

chiefs, T'r'JO ctars, Goodboy an•:.1. ot~crs r:ere a creation of th13 treaty of 

1367. Chief Re~ville was the most intelligent ar.d farsiehted uneducated 

Indian or mixed blood th2~t I ever knew, and if his plans for his people ,, 

as incorporc .. ted in the treaty of 1867 h~d been by the govern.1!er:.t carried 

out to the letter, these people would have been 100 per cent better off 

no\·; . But no ! Tho whites \'!anted this little bit of land too, a::d the 

'""overnment had to 0 et it for them. 

In J.889, when the Commission sant here to treat for the surplus lands 

on this reservation they offered :2.50 per acre for the land, ~hich at 

that ti~c wac 0orth three or fo1r times thut ~mount. Chief Penville 

utterly refused t o sell at all, claiming that his people· needed ~11 the 

land for themselves and their dcscendcnts. The the Co~aisoion com. enccd 

t:r..e ir scheruinE . They were sent ot.1.t here to Get th ls land, an1 they muzt. 

t.iet it, G.n0. of course used every 11e&ns they could think of to accomplish 
._ , . 
u!11S. They ~id not come . '· .. r 1-r 'J. u t.; out and in plain \OrtG s ~y so) but tl':cy 
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inti::1atea. tht..t ill i.ler so.ne previous lc.w tt.e. Government had power to allot 

one hu.nurcd ar.d sixty acres to each adult, and then give for the surplus 

landG only one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, which would be only 

half of ~·:hc-~t they were offerine; . They usecl m~ny otter argwr.ents such as 

each man there 'Nould be intler,endent of the· others, and tl-1e lare;e amount 

of rr.oney they r:oulJ. get for the surplus lu.nd.s ·~·;ould give each one a good 

start , and in a fe·;; years they would be rich. Ever. with all this sweet 

te.lk they hung back. Then they v1e re told that ::!.S that was the way the 

Great f ather did business they ncre willinc to put it to a vote of the 

people, and if Over half Of thGul VCted for the St..le at C2. 50 it ··1cuJ.d be 

a bargi.:i.in, but if over hctlf of the!!, voted. at:;t...inst tl:e sale , then the:; r;oul ~ 

~o b~ck to the Cre~t father and tell hiw so, but t~ey ~ould or coultl not 

say ·::hat tte G:rGn.t f&.ther wou'1.cl ci.o nExt. It ·.vas )Ut to a vote anc.1. by a 

very sm~ll majority, they voted in fa or of ~ sL le. Then an agreement w~s 

d.:rav1n up anU. even that w~s not T L\,t if ied in ful1 by Congress, (..S it had 

been sieneJ by the Indians. Ccncrcss, as. a rule , h~s been ~ood about 

··kin •• c;... - laITs for the benefit of the Inlians, out in each act there has al-

ways been a loop-hole left, by v::::.ic!-: the Ind inn repc..l"t.i.ent could construe 
t "'.o·'1c 1:1.\,'S 'A:o su1' + t"'. 0 ."""S'"lves, · ,.,~ tJU·"e ru, i'..,..gs .cor· car""yinc· ou"" of """'e J., ~ - • .., 1; .... ,,.'"' i:.. •• u. . ....... .l. u' .i. ... ·6 v ... u 

But here those tifuco are panseC. no• , and as the old savinr 
" 0 

io , :.s no use cryi.ru over s;;illed milk~' anC. bes:lc.es that, I am 

~ettinz ~~,uy off fro.n my first intentione in writinL t~esc reminiscences. 

I ha...i. intended to 1r.cntion bcfo:r~ that y;hatcver Tom Robinson ar.d I 

~ay have been able to do in assistins in the Jlan fo= the rele&se of the ... 

prisor.er8 in 1S62, we receivcu the rounl Bum of one rundred doll~rs , and 

to [_,et whic:h -1~ haU. to ~o frOT1 the head ·;;aters of the Red '\7ood. River in 

Li~~ County to Far ib~u~t, :rinne~Jt~, on foot in the deal of ~inter, to 

~ct the S"'- c. But whu.t \'le did, ve did for the so.l~e of the poor 1:omen and 
. 'l,.!1 .£.\. J-en 1 iv re u. .., .uL- 1.1 .. ere in the host ilc cc.. ... ), ~nd not for -noney. 1'.rd e:.lso t he;.t 

('I . A. F. . 47) 
I do not -; ish t0 take c.r;y crccii t for us ins my j ud.gment in the mat t er, out 

thc..t it seems to me no; that I r1as guided by an unseen hand, that I did 

not reo.lizc s.t the time. i.iany of the people on this reservation call me 

thG peace maker, an~ in one of their song~ they eulogi:e as such 

~r i tten in the winter 
of 191e-19. 

Copied by r.D.H. 
f'epte mbcr 1921. 

r. 
\ 

Zi-tka-na-ho-·:1a-ste . 

r --
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inti.'::!ated. thc.t un\l~r some previous lc.w the Govern:nent had power to allot 

one hundred a~d sixty acres to euch adult, and then give for the surplus 

lando only one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, which vvould be only 

half of what they were offering . They used m~ny other arguments such as 

each man there would be independent cf the· others, and the larec amount 

of ~oney they ~ould get for the surplus lands ~ould give each one a good 

start, and in a few years they would be rich. Even with all this sweet 

talk they hung back. Then they were told that c..s that was the way the 

Great father did business they Here v1illine to put it to a vote of the 

ueople, and if over half of them voted for the st..le at $2. 50 it '1ould be 

a bargo.in, but if over half of thell1 voted ae;c..inst tte sale, then the:; \"Oulu 

~o back to the Great father and tell him so, but they would or could not 

say ·.1hat tr.e Gre3n.t father would do next. It ·.1as put to a vote and by a 

very small majority, they voted in fc..vor of :.... so.le. Ther.. an agreement rH:i.s 

drawn up and even tha.t \':as not r£tt ified in full by Cont;ress, e.s it had 

been sie;neJ. by the Indlans. ConEress, us. a rule,, has been eooci about 

tflaking laws for the benefit of the Inlians, but in each act there has al-

\,Q.ys been a loop-hole left, by \'Jhich the Ir..din.n I'epart . .ient could construe 

tr.<Joe laws to suit themselves, and. make rulinbs :for carrying out of the 

s&.:r.e. But .1i th us here those time a a.re panseC. now, and as the old. saying 

is, "There is nc use cryir.u over spilled milk!' and. besides thE:.t, I a.m 

~etting away off from my first intentions in writin~ t~csc reminiscences. 

I had intended to rr.cnt ion bcfor~ tr.at whatever Tom Robinson and I 

may have beer:. able to do in assistine; in the plan "'"or the release of the 

prisor.ers in 1S62, we receive~ ~ho roun~ s~m of one hundred dollaro t and 

to t.,Ct '.vhich 11e hull to e,o fro:n the heaJ. ·;;aters of the Red '\7ocd Tiiver in 

Lir.n Cour.ty to Fur 1 bc..uJ.t, ,.inne~ot:...., on foot in tr.e dca·l of i.7inter, to 

e,ct the S'1 .c. But ;;bat we did, 1e did for the so.ke of the poor women and 

children thu.t were in the host ilc c&r~p, £.nd not for mcr.ey. 1' ... nd also thc..t 

(T . A. F~ . 47) 

I do not ..-.-ish t-:- to..ke c .. ny crc6.it for usin5 1ny ju.C.gment in tr.e matte::, but 

th~t it seems to me now tha t I was guided by an unseen hanJ, that I did 

not realize at the time. lia.ny of the people on this reservation call me 

the peace maker, and in one of their songs they eulOEizc as such 

Tiritten in tr.e winter 
of 191s-19. 

Copied by \,D.H. 
f'e9terrbcr 1921. 

' ' \ 

Zi-tka-na-ho-Y1a-ste . 

.; 
/'. I -
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REMINISC F.NCES OF THOMAS A. ROBERTSON 

t tJ,,-r, ~ ':/ / ..... ~,t o>t -/' 

f_,_.~ ,;) ~I ''l ~!1 

My father was born in Dunfries, Scotland, in 1797. 

Both his parents died w1 thin two months of one another, when he 

was only two yea.rs old, and he was the only child. After gra-

duRting from some college and attaining his majority, he weht 

on a whaling voye.ge and was gone three years. After that he 

landed in South f..mericv., where he and another man bought a 

plantation, but for some reason he had a. r estlessness that he 

could not overcome or perhaps it might have been something 

else. He l eft the plantation in che.rge of his pa rtner and 

went somewhere else. Some .. ~1me a.fter he went back there e.nd 

found t hAt his pArtner hn.d sold out and skipped to pn.rts un-

known. Sometime after that he ce.me to the United States and 

landed in Netr York . He left the bulk of h1s belongings in 

some large hotel and t~king only ~ few things with him went 

to Canada. While hs was gone a f1re 1n the city of New York 

burnt up t his hotel And he lost All he had left there. 

There was some mystery about hie life that we have never 

been able to solve, the key to which I have al\·1aya believed 

was n seal or sip:net ring 1n which a peculiar stone was set 

and on which something wp, a engraved that we could never make 

out. This seal ring was lost during the Sioux Outbreak in 

Minnesota in 1862. This ie about all we know or father's 

early life. He died of heart failure at Red Wood Agency, Ren-

ville County, Minnesota, in 1859, aged 68 years . 

My grandfather, on my mother's side, was Captain Thomae 

G. Anderson, also a Scotchman and Canadian. My grandmother, 

on my mother's side, was half Sioux and half Scotch: her 
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-t )'f/.pAlv~.,- d ~r·~.kt>-£ ~ .,___::,} ~·t J':Jrr. P t: k--a.. .. ~ ..v 
L . J er i r 4 "' 3, , -n!J , 
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My father was born in Dunfriee, Scotland, in 1797. 

Both his p8rents died within two montha5 ot one another, when he . 
wa1 only two yeare old., and he wae the only child. After gra-

duAt1ng from eome college and attaining h11 majority, he web' 

on a whaling voyage end was gone three yeara. Atter that he 

landed in South Americe., where he and another man bought a 

plantation, but for eome reason he had a re1tle1sne11 that he 

oould not overcome or perh~pe it might have been something 

else. He left the plantation in ch~rge of h11 partne~ and 

went eome"'1here else. Some time after he went b~ok there and 

:round that his pArtner h8.d sold out and skipped to part• un-

known. Sometime s.fter that he OP.me to the United Statee and 

landed in New York. He left the bulk of hie belong!ngB in 

eome large hotel and tHking only e. few things with him went 

to Canada. While he was gone a fire in the city of New York 

burnt up th1s hotel and he lost all he had left there. 

There waa some mystery about hie life that we have neTer 

been able to eolve, the ke'y to which I have alwaya believed 

wa1 a seal or eip-:net ring 1n which a peoul1ar atone was set 

and on which something we!! engraved that we could never mttke 

out. This eeal ring wns lost during the Sioux Outbreak in 

M1nneeota in iae2. Thie ie about all we know ot father'a 

early life. He died ot heart failure at Red Wood Agenoy, Ren-

ville County, Minneaota, in 1859, aged 68 years. 

My grand:t'a.ther 1 on my mother's side, ws.1 Ca:ptain Thomae 

G. Ander1on, al10 a Scotohman and Canadian. My grandmother, 

on my mother's e1de, wae halt Sioux and halt Scotch; her 
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father 1 e name ,.,a.s Ayrd, al eo a Scotchman. 

My g rP.ndfether Anrterson first was at Prairie du Chien ' 
tor a while, where he m9.rr1ed my gre.ndrnother. At this time 

he was in charge of some tre.ding post ~.t that plaoe, during 

which time a son was born to them, Angus Ma.lone Anderson. 

In 18lj, my gra.ndfe.ther was sent to conduct a trading post 

on Le.ke TrE?verse, on the es.et side, now the Minnesota side of 

the lake. On their way up there from Prairie du c:r.ien, my 

mother was born, et t he mouth of the Yellow Medicine river 

about three miles from whLre the town of Yellow Medicine now 

is, and formerly the Y3llow Medicine or Upper Agency . At 

this time these trE-cllrig poete were und.er the Hudson Bay Fur 

Company. After the ~rar of 1812 , my grendfather Anderson, 

went back to C. enada, Rnd e.e my grandrnothe1 .. , .. ould net consent 

to leav 3 her people e.nd go with him, he left his family and 

went al one, but a.fter-we.rcJ.e sent for my mother (Jane) end 

Uncle (Angus) and. educated them in Caneda. After he got 

his education, uncle Angus oe.me b&ok to Mendota, Minne sota., 

and was clerk und.er H.H. Sibley, who wac in charge of the 

post at Mendota, at that time the headquarters or the Amerio n 

fur Company. 

In 1841 or 1842, my uncle Angus, while in St. Louis 

buying a stock of good.a to commence trading on his own hook, 

died. My mother stayed in Canada with grandfather, where 

she and fat her met, and after an aoqua1nt~nce or about three 

yenrs and with the full consent and approv~l of grandfather 

they were married, but not until mother had made father promise 

that they would go at once to seek grandmother, which they 

started to do shortly afterwards. On th1s voyage they had 
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some thr1111ng exper1enoes, such as crossing Lake Michigan in 

a storm, on account or which, dree.d1ng the big water, mother 

would never consent to go back to Scotland with father; another 

was going down the Fox River in a birch bark oanoe in a thun-

der storm, the c anoe handled by a lot of drunken Winnebago 

Indians. They finally landed. at Prairie du Chien, and from there 

on it wae comparatively easy going, though they were, as it was 

in those days, far from the end of their hunt for grandr:iother. 

At that time the travel up and down the Missi ssippi River was 

praotioally all by MackinE:.w boat s propelled by t he sturdy arms 

of t he Canadian voyagers, so the nee.rer they got to the end of 

their hunt, t he slol1er they eeerned to go. After many weary 

da.ye they finally reDChE·d. Mendota, where they lP-arned that 

grandmother \.·as at a place cAl led Little Rock, about 100 miles 

up the Minnesota river, and a.bout three miles from where Fort 

Ridgely is now. After 8 rest, t hey got paesaRe a~ain by boat 

up the Minnesota river and lsnded at Little Rock, where they got 

to my grandmother's home . Sho wns not there, but they were told 

she was out with the other women of the village, playing a game 

of Lacrosse, but a messenger soon brought her in, And mother 's 

hunt for her mother finally ended. 

I may state here, e;rendfa.therJ s Indian name was Midday 

or Noon (W1-yo-tan-han). . After grandfather went back to 

Canada, grandmother married Hazen :~ ooree, who was at tre time 

of my mother's arrival nt Little Rocle; 1n charge of a trading 

poet there.· Mr. Moores' Indian name was Ieta-sko-kpa, or 

Hollow Eye s; he WRS an American, but I don't remember what 

state he was fro m, but I t hink 1t was New York. To this 

marriage three children were born, all girls; one died when 
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only a tew years old; one, an epiletio from childhood, died 

at Crow Creek Agency, S.D. in 1864 -- this wa.s Jane Ann; 

Mary, t he oldeEt , m~rried John Brown, a brother of the noted 

Major Joseph R. Brown . They raised a large family of boys 

and girls; some of t hem are still living in or about St. Paul 

and M1nneapo11e. Soon after Father and Mot her arrived at 

Little Rock, Mr . Moores gave up his charge of the trading 

post there, and he ancl fnt her moved to Grey Cloud I sland, 

settled on land and stDl"'ted to farm, mostly in r a.1s1ng boll 

bl~oded stock and hogs , an~ dair1ed, sh1pp1ng their produce, 

cattle, hogs, butter, Rnd cheese to St. Louis . Thie was 

where I was born on the 24th of Octobe1• , 1839 . The r e we re 

nine children in our fPmily; the ol des t d,_ed when two years 

old, I wee the next, t hen sir.ter Mr.rion , Angus Malccm, 

Gustavous Ale xander, F'ra.ncis, Anderson Andrew , Mary Bophia , 

William Me.rahall, Martha. Catherine . I will state here that 

Grey Cloud I s land was named after my Grandmother, whose In-

di an name was "?·~ah-pi-ya-hotn-win 11 or Grey Cloul~ Homa.n. 

Somet11r e after this, about 1846-47, father took a clai m just 

off the I slP.nd., which he named Ce.ve Spri ng . We also lived 

for a year or two at a place celled Cottage Grove, near 

Stillwater . ~Y grandfe.ther married e.g&1n 1n Canada, from 

which four children were born; t wo boys and two girls, 

Gustnvius, Fre.nk, Sophi a, and Martha . Gustaviur, was a 

priest in the Bng11ah Church . My grandfather died at the 

nge of 96. M; _ :net her d.1ed et Browns Valley, Mi nnesota, 

at t he age of 93. 
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