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Diary of Captain W. L . Silvis , 

Co. I, Eighth Minnesota. Volunteers 

January 1 to November 4, 1864. 

The date for ea.ch de.y is urinted in the diary . 

The first entrf on each parre lists t~e comnlete date , 
11 January, Frid.e.y 1, 1864. 11 The succeeding entries on 

each page do not repeat the month and year. The no-

tation is simply, 11 Satur d.ay 2 , 11 etc. 

Typed by Amy Handschuh and collated by Amy Handschuh 
and Catherine Bawna.n. 

October, 1941. 
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2. 

January, Friday, 1. 1864. ~ A a:tieRe 24 

A Been 26 

R Lewis 26 

February, Saturda.y, 6. 1864. 1 Hubos 8 by 10 1/2 3/ 4x2 

2 II 8 1/4 II 11 3/4 l/16X2 1/4 

3 Rims 2 in 

Seldon 

March, Friday, 25. 1864. John Collins Dr to cash 

twenty Doll[ar]s $20 .00 to be paid from next pay 

Auril, Tue sda.y, 12. 1864. 

Anril, Monde.y, 18. 1864. 

Georg~]B. McNelly Dr to cash 

$10 .00 

cmB cash 10.00 

settled 

expedition in company with capt 

went to gull Lake on Sugar 
[t]h 

Atkinson 8 min[n] vol[unteer]s 

Geo Oaks C Beaulieu Mrs Beaulieu Miss Bell Miss Morrison and Miss 

Ford 

Tuesday, 19. return[e]d from Gull Lake with a supply of 

Sugar 

April, Thursday, 21. 1864. John K Da.vis Dr to cash 

twenty Doll[ar]s ~20.00, to be naid from next pay 

[May] Thursday, 5. Mailed one 20 bill to Mrs Mary Silvis 

No of 111113 

Saturday, 7. Lt John G Macgregor Dr to naid at clerks 

Store St Cloud $5.25 for cartridges 5.25 

carpet Sack 2 25 

$ 8.50 
100 
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3. 

Tuesday, 10 . Col H C Rogers Dr to cash ~;100 . .QQ 
100 

credid by 100 00 
.oo 

Friday, 13 . Marched from Ft Ripley capt Atkinson in 

command and camped at Swan River west of the Miss[issippi] River 

18 miles distant. A I Bliss and 2 others deserted a.f t erwards 

returned orderly Athey Struck private Rudolph Habager with Pail 

he being drunk 

Saturday , 14. 3roke camp e.t 5 oclock a .m. marched up 

the val[l ] ey of t he east branch of Swan Riv[e]r in 4;£e a north 

western direction on a road leading to Sauk centre camped on a 

plaim [slcJ 22 miles distant 

May, Sunday , lG. 1864. arrived at Sauk centre having 

marched 28 miles roads rough , in olaces aR~ marshy also 

Monda;;{, 16. Received 67 ~orses for the purpose of mount-

inG compty [sic] 

Tuesday, 17. Received 25 men in my company who were in 

the rebell Service and are now in t he U.S. Service 

May, Wednesday, 18. 186L1. received and issued Clothing 

to com~any paid Lt G.W . Butterfield for mess chest for comuany 

officers also for one for Capt Atkinson co 11 G 11 aJill C _-:-->-the 

cost of each being ~53 72 
100 

May , Saturday, 21. 1864. 

Lieut Kinney er by cash 

John Hartley Dr to cash 
5 miles 

Lieut Kinney Dr to cash Loaned 

$3 . 00 

$3 00 
0 00 

$3 00 

Left camp Sauk centre and cauled [camned'?]<____~ on Sauk H.iver 

4 . 

Sunday , 22 . Started for pains ville and arrived 2 1/2 

oclock P.m . marched 23 miles 

Monday , 23. 1/.cClure Dr to cash $2 00 

2 00 Paid 

Wednesday, 25 . cos A D and C of the ath Regt arrived 

at 5&Qk eeR~Pe Painsvill[e] the Regimental Culors [sic] were 

produced in due form Line officers hig[h]ly compliment[e ]d on 

the appearance of the men by Col M T Thomas 

Thursday, 26 . ~arched 23 miles and camped on the South 

Shore of Diamond Lake the Scenery is very good and it and the 

Soil is very rich 

May, Friday, 27. 1864 . Struck tents and marched Seven 

Oclock and camped on the north Shore of a L8.ke no name 

[June] Friday, 3. 

Recd pay for ..._ company 

received in c~arge of G B Mcnelly ij5 00 
100 

Monday , 6. oaid Owins $40 00 received of Lt Duly 

10.00 broke camp at Ft Ridgley and marched 18 miles to tiger 

crick and camped at 3 a clock P . M. raised 2 Incli(an]s the land is 

very rich mostly pra1r[i]e and rolling water good 

June, Saturday, 11. 1864. Left Fort Ridgley Marche[d] 

18 miles and camned on the South Shore of the Min[n] River near 

camp Si.oley Signs of Indians having been there within 2 days 

Sunda.y, 12 . Laid over in camp and one Horse died by 

Disease and not through carelessness the Horse ·was in charge of 

Gorden Rebel DesertewJ 

l·foEda.y 1 13 . ~ 

Marched 1 6 miles and camped on Lac a Parl 

river 
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5 . 

June, Tuesday, 14. 1864 . Marched 16 miles and camped on 

a Small Stream of pure \·1ater and good grazine; Som[e] <:::::" __ :::-=> 
timber 

Wednesday, 15. Marched 15 miles camoed on a Lake called 

punished woman in Dakota Ter[r]itory and 8 miles from the minn 

Line good grazing a.nd water alk[a]Li 

June, Friday, 17 . 1864. Marched 18 miles and camped on 

a Lake good water through the day Saw 2 Heads of Buffaloe and 

followed on 6 miles Shot at it 2 times and saw 4 Indians Lost 

my glass 

Saturday , 18. Started in search of gless with five men 

Did not find it trav[e]led 40 miles camped between 2 lakes 

Indians 12 lodges was t here and left 3 hours before our arrival 

Scouts in uursuit of them 

June, Monday , 20. 1864. broke camp and marched 18 miles 

camoed on La.ke camu named Rose 

Tuesday, 21. mar ched 21 miles and camped on James River 

camp ca.mo t he prairie over which we passed was very 

level and the Soil gio}i 2 Horses left 

i·Jedne sday, 22 . Marcned one mile and ca.:uped on James 
River 

June, Thursd.Dy, 23. 1864. Marclb~d 15 miles and carnued 
on Elm River lost Halter and Strap 

Friday, 24. marched 14 miles and camped on maple river 

Henry Dunwell lost one picket pin and Rope while on duty grazing 

Horses the sam[e] belonging to James Kane 

Saturday, 25. rna.rched 12 miles and camped on the ea.st 

6. 

[coteau] 
Side of tbe Missouri c~uta,l\ mere of carnn 3e. tt(e ] ry Jones James 

Stilfox Dr to casn on note lost or Stolen $10 . 00 
100 

June, Sunda.y, 26 . 1864. remained in camp 

Monday, 27. marcLed 20 miles ca1u9ed on a lake water 

Salty grazing good Canro pett it 

Tuesday , 28. marc1:ed 20 miles carrrped on a L?.ke "w'ri th ooil-

ing Suring ce nt re and &c, one horse left unable to travel no 

camp Folsom 

June, Wednesday, 29 . 1864. m2:rcI'..ed 25 miles anCL ca.1n-oed 

on a marsh very little water ~razing good ce.rno McClarty 

'r:hursday, 30. ma.roted 25 rni les and ce.mne d near Sullys 

forces N° 18 cold rain all day camo in a mud hole 

July, Friday, 1. 1864. Je.rnes McCullou~~h Dr to casn .._.. 

five Doll~rs fJ5 xx 
l 'J'J 

Paid.. 500 

July, Saturday, 2. 1864. L~id over in camp turned over 

to Q M 2 Eorses and received no receiuts 

Sunday, 3. oroke camn and merched 5 miles ¥ent into camp 

NQ 18 Sullys Indian ~xuedition 

crrrges -oreferred against Sert:t Lo11nds Pruit Co 11 I 11 8 11 min[~1esota.] 

vols 

received ~~O xx in cI'.&rge for Geo 3 Leyd..e and gave Due 3ill for the 
100 

Same 
lt.:onday , 4. Marc~ed 20 miles and ~ent into camp no 20 

Sullys Indian Expedition left one Horse unaole to travel 

July, Tuesday, 5. 1864. marched 15 miles and camped in 

camp no 20 McClure Dr to cash $4.00 
100 

Paid 400 
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7. 

Wednesday, 6. broke ce.mp and marched 30 miles and camoed ... 

on a Stream called 3eaver River t he water was good the country 

mountainous and the [s]cenery Beautiful 

Thursday , 7. 3roke camp and marched 16 miles camped on 

the east Shore of t i-: e Missouri River near Long La.ke at v.rhich place 

Sully intends to build a fort 

July, Friday, 8 . 1864. Laid over in camp no 23 

Saturday, 9 . Lai d over in camp no 23 1st 3rigade corn-
menced crossing the Mis souri river Capt Clark Died and was 

Buried L)y tr-_e ma.sons on t!1e west Side of ti1e River at 6 oclock 

Sun6.ay, 10. Laid over in camp No 23 making Pay Rolls 
exryect to Receive Pay 

July, Monday, 11. 1864. cro ssed to the west Side of the 

Missouri River oy Steam Boat no accidents occurred 
lf ~ .. onuay, 18. Cesh on hand. Seven Hundred and ninetyfive 

dollars. 

Tuesd.ay, 19. 3roke camn ana marched 16 miles pes~ed 

through country very mountainous and indications of minerals and 

coal [ s J ce nery is ver·y good.. and romantic ca.mp .N o 25 

July, \'ledne sda.y, 20. 1864. marched 18 miles and camped 
on a Small streem t:,e country is very .i3roken pnd. mountainous 

and Slgns of mineral g[oJld and coal not in quantity sufficient 

to be worked moved into c, camp No 26 

Thursday, 21 . Broke CEJ.ID? and. me.rched 15 miles the country 
rolling and water Scarse [sicJ and very bad 

throug[h] the course of the day Sully Drunk 

none to be had 

camp No 27 

Friday, 22 . 

on canon ~all River 

3roke camp and marched 12 miles Rnd camped 

Signs of Indians and camp no 28 

Had Diorhea out kept on duty 

July, Sa turda.y, 23 . 1864 . 

8 . 

3roke ca.mu and marcr.LeJi 25 

rn1le s crossed Canon Ball River Some Sirrns of Indians 'J the day 

4 companies Stampeded and was extremely warrn and Suffocating 

ran 2 miles w~en they we~e stou[~]ed coal made its au[n]earance 
.... 

in the Bluffs 4 f u thick ce.m p No 29 

July, Tuesday, 26. 1864. broke camu at 12 oclock and 

marct.ed 12 miles the Scouts encountered 41 Indians and were 

driven in lost one Horse Killed ccimo no 30 

Wednesday, 27. broke camp and marched 30 miles on the 

trail of Indians bud L s_i~]did not catch them e.nd went~ into camu .. 
on Knife River ca.mu No 31 

Thursday, 28. Broke camo at 2 oclock A.M. and marched 

15 miles and came up to Indians in for~e pbout about [slc] four 

thousand and drove them about 10 miles Killing and wounding about 

200 camued on Battle ground 

July, Friday, 29. 1864. 

camp No 32 

3roke camp 2 oclock A. M. and 

pursued.. Ind..ians aR4 a.nd.. returned to battle gro[u]nd and destroyed 

lodges and buffalo Hides in value aoout forty thousand dollars 

Some Scirmishine; lost "' o men 2 killed and four wound..ed camp No 33 

Saturday, 30 . marche[d] in return to camn No 29 28 miles 

attacked in night oy Indians one Picket Killed and 2 taken pris-

oners from Co D 2nd minn cavalry camp No 34 

Sunday, 31 . broke camp and marched 30 miles and camped 

near No 29 camo No 35 
~ 

August, Monday, 1. 1864. 
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9. 

Wednesday, 3. Broke catnp and marched 22 miles carnped on 

a Small Stream t he name of 1·Ihich is North orancil of Heart River 

camp No 37 

August, T~ursday, 4. 1864. Broke ca.mp and marched 20 

miles and camued on a Small Strenm called 

can!D No 38 

~ond.ey , 8 . 11fnite Lost accoutrements. to be cfl..arged drol~] 

camo and rnarch[e]d 12. :niles and four;ht t he enemy all day Killed 
6 IndiPns ca~tured one Horse and one Scalp 

Tuesday, 9. marched a~ainst the IndiRns fought them all 

day and made a march of 8 miles 

Aue;us t, Wednesday , 10 . 1864. r:1.arched 20 111ile s and camped on 

Beaver River no Indians in Sight 211 quiet 

ThursdP y, 11. marched 20 miles 2nd ca.m"9 ed on beaver creek 

wa.ter good no gre ss for Stock country very mountW:i.nous 

Friday, 12 . broke came and marched 20 miles to a stream 
ca.lled e. lke li ·water country 1nountainous no r,·rP .. ter or 
grass 

Sunday, 14. Broke ca~o at 2° and crossed the river 

Yellow Stone river lost 2 men & 5 mules dro'l.·1ned 
}/ ~. .. onaciy 1 15 . Monday Broke camn a.ncl marched 16 miles doi.·rn 

the yellow Stone 

Auf.us t, Tue sd8.y , 16 . 1864. Broke camp and marched 8 

miles paid Miter[?] f~r Shoeir1F Horses ~6.60 

We dn e s de, y , 1 7 . 

Thursday, 18. 

Laid over in camp Lt Mc::::::..e;regor Drunk (?] 

Broke camp marched 10 miles to the Missouri 

river and com:uenced crossing a.t Fort . Union Set out[? J aboe.rd 

ooat for fort Rice Paid f or [MS . illegi~l~] $5.00 

[MS. illegiole: t·h'O lines a.re missing]: 

Augus t, Friday, 19. 1864. 

went into camp Lt McGregor Drunk 
Due ~23 00 

Saturday, 20. Played Poker 

Sun6.a.y, 21. Played Poker 

August, Monday, 22 . 1864. 

Tuesday, 23. Played Poker 

10 . 

after crossing the River 

ua.id Geo Leyde ~5 00 

made 50 00 

lost 75 00 

played Poker ~ade 200 00 

lost 20.00 
Wednesday, 

[?] 
Doctor Camburn/\ 

24. Leid over on acco[u]nt of wind oeing High 

and myself' went hunting each killed a 3uff alo 
four miles from the River 

August, Thursday, 25. 1864. laid over until 3 Oclock P.M. 
Started ran 2 miles and run onto a Bar got off after dark and 
laid up 

Tuesday, 30. Laid over at Ft Berthal 

August, t·ledne sday 1 31. 1864. Lc'lid over at Ft 3erthal 
until oclock P M S:arted for Ft Rice 

[Sept.] Friday, 2. arrivel9Jat Fort Clark 80 miles from 
Ft Rice 

Sunday, 4. arrived at Ft Rice 

Wednesday, 14. Bourrrt of Comm for Co 2 Sacks flour one n 

Box ::ard tack :r.il5 00 '!. 

September, Thursday, lb. 1864. left Fort Rice D c(o1npan]y 
and Started for minn[esota] marched 5 miles 

Friday, 16. Broke camn at 5 a m rna.rched 12 miles al-
kali water 

Se. turday, 17. Broke camu at 4 a.m. and marched 25 miles 
without water 
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11. 
September, Sunday , 18. 1864. 3roke camp affi~ 5 a m marched 

20 miles no water until evening all alkali 
Thursda.y, 22. John Peacok moulder Cleveland Bliss & 

Garlick by Gillchrist Jo~..n Madden cor Haroor & Clinton St 
Cleveland 

September, Sa turd.8.y, 24 . 1864 . 

over until Mondered [1-1onday?] 
came into camp and Laid 

Sunday, 25 . Scout four Found Wa.rdsw Fort Wardswarth 
20 miles distant 

Thursday, 29 . ~ee~ 3roke camp and marched for fort Ridg-
laey march[ed] 25 miles lost one Horse uneblee to travel 

Septernoer, Friday, 30. 1864. marched 16 miles camped on 
a 3ranch of minn[esota] River 

[Oct.] ~'iednesday, 5. 

medicin[e] 
marched 23 miles camped at yellow 

Octo~er, Thursday, 6 . 1864. marched 20 miles and camped 
on creek 

Frid.8,Y , 7. marched 18 miles crossed mir(n1 River & camped 
on Burch cooley one Eorse gave out and was left 

Saturday, 8 . marched 17 miles arrived at Ft Ridgl[e]y 
1/2 past 12 at ni[ght] 

Monday , 10. 

Tuesday, 11 . 

4 ee±eek !3.m. 

Octooer, Wednesday, 12 . 1864. left J ord.an and rode to 
Shakopee 

Thursday , 13. arrived at St Paul 12 oclock, m. 
Monaay, 17. 

~e;ep GY s~~ee - §Q ffi~le€ ePPive~ at JeP~e~ 4 ee!eek P.~. J§ined 
the com[9anyJ at Ft 

12. 

October, Tuesday, 18. 1864. aPP!vea at JePEle.R at 4 

ee~eek ~.m. laid over in camp commenced 0oarding at Mr A6amses 

Wednesday , 26 . 9Ct]hRegt Ship[p Jed on uoe.rd the Aerie.l 

bound for nashville tenn 

Monday , 31. 

with [crossed out ] 

returned from Henderson to Belle Plaine 

Novemoer, Tuesday, 1. l~id over in Belle Plaine 

No vem oer, Wednesday, 2. 1864. left Belle Plaine for St 

Peter in search of cattle arrived at St Peter 9 oclock P.m. 

3et a. Suit of clotlie:h with cao t Pa in that the i·1ar 1·:111 net end 

before four years t~ e Reos sue for Peace 

Thursday, 3. went in search of a sorrel mare and found 

her dead 

Friday, 4. Moses Carson Bought Pro~erty to the amt of 

forty five doll[arJs which he is to pay on demand 

< Memorande.> 

wa:r;on Bed 2 00 

2 urs Ph ills 2 00 

2 '1earings 4 00 

1 Buggy 3ed 6 00 

1 Set wagon vheels 8 00 

1 II Busgy II '"' 00 0 

30 00 
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• 
< February -- BILLS PAYABLE. > 

W. R. Palmer 

Watts 3urgh 
......, . 
~rie co 

Fa 

< March -- 3ILLS PAYA3LE. > 

21 ins long 

7 1/2 boa.r 

10 ins thick 

13 in Heads 

1 in thick 

chest 12 ins lonb 

9 ins wide 

3 ins deen 

openinGs 6 ins by 3/4 ins 

13. 

• 

1 

2 

3 

< June -- BILLS PAYABLE. > 

Saddles & co[?] turned 

over Sept 12[t]h 

p Scl'lnider . complete 

D E Ellis Deficient 9Be s±aR£et 

Jos Smith one Spur rnissint:~ 

14 . 

4 3lurne F one 1:3le.nket one Snur and Hc:il ter missing 

5 John Car 

6 Stilfox 

7 WilliHlilS 

8 John Ross 

9 W H Johnson 

one Spur missing 

one pr ~purs missing 

complete 

pr Spurs lost 
€9H!B±€4;€ 

3le..nket and S·;u1·s lost 

10 Gorc...2 n 
< July 

Tamplin 

Sircingle and Suurs lost 
-- BILLS PAYABLE. > 

11 

12 Dean 

13 Jns Ka.ne 

14 Hen~ 0unwell 

15 F wood 

16 Jas Anderson 

17 J os wal.ff 

18 D H Fearing 

19 S N. Bliss 

20 

21 

22 

ow ins 
< August 

I N Dooley 

Murphy 

one Spur lost 

one S-our lost 

co mplete 

one Snur and 3lanket lost 

complete 

complete 

complete 

watering Br±ttle lost complete 

comnlete 
BILLS PAYABLE./ 

one Spurs lost 

one Spur lost eP..a ga.J.t eP a Ba ~tFc9fH3 ±eP-iat 
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< 

< October -- BILLS PAYABLE. )' 

[MS . illegible: one ha. lf nAve is illegiole]; 

3 . 00 

4 . 25 

1 25 
10 . 50 

[MS . illerrible : one nage is illegible] ; 
5 7 8 3 

on Hand 

59 

7 
52 

[MS. 

75 

7 

?5 
75 

1/2 

1/2 

, 1000 

12000 

96638 
115638 

illegible]; 

·25 

Je.ny 

250 
3 -···---- --

8 2 

[MS. illegible]; 

25 
75 

~ . Co ..... 

9 

[MS. illegible: three lines are illegible]; 

15. 
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