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STRONG (JOHJJ H,) DIAKT

Kay 22-Nov. <, 1861; - May 7, 186^

A Journal of the Northwestern Indian Expedition under

General Sully. Company A &: C were Stationed at Aber-

crombie and Old Crossing Co. D. at Pornme de Terre

Co. K. at Alexandria. Co. B. at Sauk Centre. Co. E.

^
at Payne£ville/Co. F at Princeton and Sunrise.

Co)® G.&: I. at Fort. Pdpley^ Co. H. at Fort Snelling

the Reginent were ordered to assemble at Sauk Centre

and to proceed thence /cross the ^untiy to Fort

Fddgely. The Regiment was Mounted at Sa^ok Centre on

Ponies. Co> A. C D. & K. Grew their Horses Sunday

May 22?

May 23. Left Sauk Centre^ and made a short march and

Camped at Winnebago Crossing.

May 2li Marched through some very good Country^

arrived at Paynesville and in the afternoon, the 8
th

Regiment being together for the first time we had a

Dress Parade at which time our Regimental Flags were

unfurled.

V.=ednesday May 2^^^^^ Left at 6.0. ClockPone Co. of

Cavaliy^ the 8 Eegiment and a Train of 7^ Cx Teams

besides Company Teams. Passed Lake Korona, between

limich, and Green Lake the Land was rough and broken,
A

a great part of it Crave]y. Camped, on the Banks of
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strong Diaiy - Page 2 Strcng Diary - Page 3

Green Lake, which is the Head of the Middle Fork of

row Eiver,
(P

Thursday 26 Left Camp at 6 .^.^lock. about Noon ^topped
£3/0

to feed (the Ponies) f-razeing being their only dependance

on thiSyfcunrniers expedition, the grass on the £)utlet of

Foot Lake was excellent, this is a delightful part of

Minnesota, the Land a rich black Loam with a clay subsoil,

and two Large Beautiful/ Lai: es, with Timber aix>und them.
. <-*

sufficiait for farming purposes Camoed, on the Banks of

Lake Kandiyiho - this is the point on which the State

Authorities Located the Land Grant donated by Congress

for State Buildings

Friday May 2? ye traveled around the ^^orth end of the

Great Kandiyiho Lake. No timber on the route to day

Land ^mooth Prairie vjith an abundance of good grass, no

water. Camped on the Prairie on the Banks of a Bog out

of which we were obliged to get v/ater. it was veiy bad

water. Burnt Bushes for boiling our coffee. Hard

^ii^ ^

OBread and Pork for Brealcfast, the poric raw^

4.1.

Saturday May 28 Another day over Erairie and across

^arshes^ the Land the same as that passed over yesterday^

m the afternoon came in sight of watei/on reaching it

we went into JCamp/ found it better than what we had last

night but x^e could not call it good. >5ome wells were

dug^ the water from them tasted better. While cold.

but very poor when warm, in digging the Wells we found

<D.that the Frost was not all out of the ground^no wood,

but we got some brush and roots

Simday May 29th At 12. fi.jLock we arrived at Fort Ridgely^

this is a very handsome place. /Borne of the Buildings are

of Stone, but there is no JBtockade around the place to

make it deserve the name of a Fort*^ if the Indians had

known the force that was there they might have taken it.

Here we Lay in Camp organizeing for the great trip vie

are to make this iSumner June h Rained.

Sunday June < To day we received an^rder to be reac^

to^rch in the ^ming at <^*2 Q.tlooky Inspection^

our Knapsacks were examined and everything therein

Contrary to the Crder was taken out by the Inspecting

officers. Frcst in the night severe^ distance from

Sauk Centre/ 12? miles

,th
Monday June 6 Our faces are turned towards the Missouri

River. We crossed the Minnesota Riveij by fording, 12

miles above the Fort at what was formerly the Lower

Agency. We Camped opposite Birch Coolie dist. 1? mile.

.th
/

Tuesday June 7 From the/famp Back for about Ih miles

Government had built houses and broke Land for the

Indians, a large number of the houses are still standing.

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102



r
Strong Diary - Page k

land good with an abundance of timber on the Ilinnesota

nver bottoms and on the^trearns running into it at

half past nine 0. Clock we arrived at Camp Pope which

is at the mouth of the Red Vjood river^ which we crossed,

here was a Train of Emmigrar.ts bound to Idaho, they

have been concentrateing at this place, waiting for us

to escort them, through to the Missouri ^stance to day

10 miles.

Wednesday June 8 " Our road to day has been over rolling

Prairie. We^^ssed what in wet weather are creeks, but

are no:: diyj^ the ground is cracked in some places so

much that our horses had to step veiy carefull. passed

several Bogs with a little water in the middle, but so

niiy that He could not reach the ^ater with our Horses.

Camped at v;ood Lake, water good^ Distance 12 miles

Thursday June ^ Plained in Camp waiting for a Train

from Fort Ridgely. we are camped near^ the Battle ground^

where General Siblejr, had a severe fight with the Indians

in 1862. fhr forces consist of the 8^^ Kegiment/bunted

6 Companies of the 2^ Cavaliy and two potions of the

3 Battery, we have a Train of about 12'^. mules Teams

6 Teams loaded with Sutlers goods and 12(i Wagons

belonging to the Idaho EmmigrantS/-^' these teams average

2 yoke of oxen to a Wagon, and with the Train there is

about ^00 men, Women^ and Children.

.th

Strong Diary- 5

Friday 10 Passed through the Upper Agenc^the Houses

built here for the Indians by Government, as also the

Agency Buildings are built of Brick, everything that

would bum was burnt by the Indians, ^e crcsped the

Yellow Medicine River^on a flat on the West side of

the r^'-ver. the Brick yard is situated there is a large

Kiln of Brick Burnt; also another partly built. Nature

has done her best for this of Minnesota/ Camped at Mggs

Missionary Station, distance 13 miles.

Saturday June 11 Marched 2 miles above Can^ Release

opposite the i^outh of the Chippewa river/the Land over
^ /^^^

which we have passed to day is Black Loar^/some part of

it is quite yBtonjy' Crossed Haaelvrcod C*^ck damped on

the Ilinnesota River^ distance IB^ Miles.

Si^Jif'ay June 12 We rested to da^% the wind bl^w a

perfect gale all day, and the Dust made it very

disagreeabl^^e could- not see far for dust, which

troubles us considerably in our marching, ^e look on < l^ />

/=oming into camp more like Corrtrabands than \'/hite^en^

the grass has been pretty fair so far.

•f* Vi

Monday June 13 Crossed the •'ntpah Hivei; at this place U^
there was a large Indian Village called Red iron Village./

there is a creek of that name that empties ini ^ the

Minnesota on one side of the Village, it was fcnnerly
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a Trading Postr called on some Map8> McLeod>8 trading

post* the remains of plows and wagons were scattered

oyer ground^ Land good. Timber plenty, here we left

the Minnesota riyer^ following the Intpah.on which we

camped distance 16 miles*

,th
Tuesday June lU To day we traveled up the North Fork

of the Intpah River, the Prairies are so dzy that the

fires are running^ the Scouts think it was «et l]y the

Indians, of mom they report 2>igns* We put out the
^

/
fire across a bend of the River leaving us a good

Ramping ground, on the point of Land good grazeii^ on

the opposite side of the rlver^dis 16 milesj^

th /j
Wednesday June Vy At 8. O/yeJlock this aoming «s

yCrossed the Line betneen Minnesota and Dacotah, 26

miles South of Big Stone Lake/ grass along the route

growing better Land somewhat sand|y^ the Creeks and

Karshes are vexy dzy and the land baked so that it is

cracked open in some places 3 and U inches /0amped

r tamong a number of Lakes/ np, wood, dis 17 miles.

th
Thursday June 16 to day we passed between two Large

Lakes with Sandy' Beaches ;Mater very clear, with plenty

of good grasS| but very little wood. jSiM Wild red

clover, also a herd of Buffalo, they were about 3 miles

off. the Scouts shot one. Land rough and istony.

Strong Diaxy-7

,1, M^
Camped in a ravine through which a creeks runs/'high

Bluffs all around us. no wood dis 35 miles

Friday June 1? ^ The ^ountay jSontinued very rough for

about 10 miles, then we came on to a Level plain, saw

a Buffalo/he i^peared to be wounded, also saw 6 Antelopes^

to day we have seen some of the handsomest ^Id flowers

that WB ever saw. the rough Lands of the last two days

are the South End of the Coteaues of the Prairies, or , ^
Hills, pressed the Big Sioux river near its source

Camped on Wild Goose Nest Lake . this is the place where

Col Marshall, Raptured some Indians some pieces of

Oil Cloth Carpet ,Were picked up on the Banks of the

Lake the proof that they had been Concerned in the

Massacre of the Whites on the Frontier of Minnesota*
grass poon^

we saw here a vexy large flock of Black Loons. \ dis^

2$ Miles

Saturday June IB Passed quite a number of Lakes
.

-^

^me of which contained very poor^ter '^the ground in

places was vdovered with a lAiite substance which looks

/
like Salt, ^e Camped on a point of lAiich is aliiost an

Island,;^ X^ or 20 Indians have been here within a few

days, the water in these Lakes is clear and good^

grass abundant — dis*^ 20 miles

^/- / /
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Sunday June 19*^ We rested here to meruit strei^ for

another weeks work, we had a rery heavy tiiunder/hower

which blew down some of the Tents

•

Monday June 20 This has b«en a wry hot Dajr/^wssed

orer some Hills, vexy stony we dismounted and led our

Ponies, we have traveled over a royj^ doymtxj . to day

Ramped on a Creek, good water and grass with plenty of

springs on the Banks, but there was no wood. diet.

18 ^A miles^

Tuesday June 2l"^ The Country to day has been a Level

Prairie although we had a shower last night it has been

very dusty to day/ we arrived at the Dacotah or Janes

River on which we have j^amped. /^ter mud<^ and not
/

very good, there is very little timber on the river

bottoms, and that Uttle almost worthless beir^.Willow.
i--' ^- f" Y

Land fair^ Clay/distance, 20 V2 miles.

Wednesday June 22^* Co* C./are acting as Pioneers and

men detailed from the other Companies dug down the

Banks & Brushed a Crossing wegrossed and/Cai!Q>e<|ifveiy

hot Ther 98 fc?1 in the shade,4istance 1 mile

Thursday June 23^* To day we saw a number of Antelopes,^

one was shot^ another caught alive, just ^sooa as
run tt^Vi^

thiy see the Train thqr^fzni into it they seem pretty

Strong Diaiy-9

badly scared. ^an?)ed on Maple river^ut of a well dug

on the Banks we got some cold water, which was quite

refreshing, on all these creeks the water stands in

Pools^ and in such hot weather as we are having it gets

quite warn^ distance 13 milesP

th
The^untry is rolling Prairie in some

Friday June 21*

places quite^ny. just after we came into canip we

had a very heavy Thunder /hower. ^ are Ramped in a

Beautiful Valley where there has been a large Indian

Village, this is on Elm river^e water is good, but

there is very little of it. .Wood abundant/ dis* I7 miles^

Saturday June 25^^ all day we have looking ahead towards

what we thought were mountains but which proved on

reaching them to be Merely Hills. We are can^d at the

foot of the^i^ dis^ 16 «iles,0

th ^
Sunday June 26 we lay over To da^. found some brings

ch was very goo^ thls'is^ head of Ela

river, ^e also found some June Berries which are very

good, good grass in the ravines.

Monday June 2? To day we crossed another rai^e of

Hills^ or Coteaues as they are called on the Map. th^

were about 7 or 8 miles wide with quite a number of

Lakes along ««4 road to day. grass good and Plenty of

it but, no wood in sight. Camped on the Banks of a

'^^^^^M'
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large Lake^ no vood^and when that is the case we resort

to the next best thing which is Buffalo Chips Land

grayely# no good^ dis 19 miles.

Tuesday 28 We had a yeiy heavy shower^ which ^oimienced

about 1 V2 0. ^lock in the morning and lasted about two

hours* (Sountry to day rolling Prairie with Timber or

;i(fater.'very hot in the Middle of the day. Land Btoiy ^^
r f

Canqwd on the Bordars 4kt lAiat has been a large Lake^ but

what water is left is veiy mudc(y. We were obliged to
-^i:*-

dig well^ no wood distance 20, miles

.thWednesday June 29^ A very long march over a Barren

Tract of jCountiy. Land gravely and^tony. We saw some
/

0.sand Bluffs witii a few trees growing on them from ^here

we last saw trees or brush to this point is a little

over 60 miles. Gen^ SuUys Scouts came into camp, they

report Indians in the Vicinity/it rained again.

yCaaq)ed on the Banks of a creek^water good/some timber

good grassjj' distance 2? ^/l miles

th / !^^-

Thursday June 30 /hanged our course to almost South

our General course before had been North West/ Indians

were reported in sight in the Moaning the Train was

jCorraled^ and the Troops readty for action^ but it proved a

false alan^ our route to day took us over some very

rough rfountiy. rained quite hard when we arrived in

Strong DiKaiy-11

Caoipi which is on the outlet of Swan Lake, good

water, seme wood^ here we find ourselves within 8

miles of the Missouri River, and one mile from Gen^

Sully camp/ A Captain belonging to Gen SuU^ Brigade

was JCllled at this place by Indians, he was his Engineer^^
Distance 2oV2 milea/^

Friday July 1 Remained in Can^Co K. were sent as an

escort for the Teams sent out to the Steamboats on the

Missouri River after the Rations, for the Minnesota

Brigade^ distance from Fort Ridgely, 3U9. )u.la s. to this

place from Ridgely to Sauk Centre 12? /6.1es, and to

Fort Abercroiftbie 120tfrom Sauk Centre Corapary i^ Whole,

dis* %J\x miles.

Saturday July 2 Still in Ca^;>. there was Dz«ss Parade

at T.O^lock in the Evening. A Mail left for down river*^

the Scouts /illed the Indians that Killed the Captainj^^

Sunday July 3 General SuUys Brigade passed through o\r

about sunrise this morning bur Teams axrived about

10.0.^lock when we inrasdiately took up our line of Iferch

back on the same track that we came on^our route will

be now up the Missouri river towards Long Lake where the

Indians are reported to be in force, waiting for us to

oome. We made a very shortJfarch merely X^raightening

out/ Camped after marching, 3, miles J*^ '^

Liiij&ti-Ai^SiSsS^ .¥ ;;''S'»;S;::V*.,SK';;C

'^^^^^^
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Mondagr July h To day we made our old canp of the

th
29 of June» the wind blew very hard and it was dusty*

this Land dries off so quick after a shower that in an

hour after it stops raining, the dust flies, a Thunder

JStismw again after we came inyCamp^^we now feed our

Ponies a little com^ 3 lbs at a feed^dist vi^/2 miles^

.thTuesday July ^ ° Trareled toCday about 10 ndles oyer a

flat^ancly Bottom, the remainder was rolling Prairie'"^

no water, and only two small spots where trees were to
. / ti *:

be seen a few at each place the road was ground up into

a fine dust when we marched over it jS^araped on a creek^

distance 19 miles.

th
Wednesday July 6 This day we have a very long tire

some march, it was quite cool which was very favourable

for us. ^aw a litUe timber in three different places

on our route to day wittered at a Lake which like all

the Lakes we have seen on the trip, was veiy low. ^^

grossed of irtiat has been a lake, but is now di^ Land

on this part of our route Sancfer the remainder rolling
f/ 1/ rs

Prairie ^Camped on the Beaver river, the first Hmming

-'7^

i^Ti''^

water since we left James river^ water goo^f some woodj

distance 31 miles.

o

_, ^ th ^
Thursday July 7 Our (^arap last night was among the

.'^P^ r4i4i^
Hills / To day we went over them this x is a rough hilly

Strong DLaxy-13

/
iJ^ the

buntxy /fountry^-^ome of #^ hills look like Forts.

L2L

^^/

their sides are cove^ed^'with stones, some of the hills

are flat on top others are peaked. Camped on Rush river£>

no wood,^ater and grass goocff dis* loVl* miles.

th roughest
Friday July 8 This has been the ^ yCountiy over which

we have^Karched. yi cane in sight of the Missouri River

our ^yes were made glad by the sight that met their

view, the pipes of Steamboats were seen anox^ the

trees. J^e commenced descendii^ the hills towards the

river Bottom^ on which we are Cfemped. on lookii^ J ^-^

back towards the Bluffs they seem alnost inaccesible ^f
'

there is two Bottoms one about 30 feet higher than the

other, distance I6V2 miles.

r. . . , th
Saturday July 9 We are to cross the Missouri at this

place, ^r jE^p is on the point of land formed by Long

Lake Cre^ and the Missouri^ General Sully* Brigade

commenced crossing this moming.it will probably take y /

three or four days for to cross the whole concern, we

are ferried over by the Steamboats, the river runs

very swift^and the xihannel is constantly^^^imone

side to the other, and it cuts the Banks down square^

Water very mud^r^^Land quick sand ei-Clay

I

Sunday July 10**^ Still in camp on the East Side of the

river/a report that a Boat leaves to morrow with a mail

^
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for doim river, so all are very busy writii^ home to

their friends Mail day is of all others the livelyest^

either when going out or when one is received and iny
the faces of the Men you can read the News from home /;

^'W^

good you see a smile upon their faces, and a sorrowfull

countenance if bad news is received, and if the Orderly

'says all gone and their is none for them then there is

a bewildered blank look as if they thought thsy were

forgotten by those that th^r left behind them.

Monday July 11 Ihis morning we went out to graze as

usual about 9.0 •Clock. We received iin order to bring
/

in the horses, our Brigade was to dross. We took

our Horses on board of the Boats^ and were soon landed

on the West side of the river, where we are now j^ped

Tuesday July 12^ in Camp^ their is a Fort to be built

at this place, the spot is selected^ the name of it is

Fort Rice^,' there is plenty of Tirt>er here principally

)?ottonwood. there is some oak, ash and Hornbeam or

Iron wood^ Scattered through the Ravines and Bottoms^

there is 6^ompanies of the 30 Wisconsin here to build

the Fort»

th
Wednesday July 13 In Camp^ there was a Rattlesnake

/Killed near the camp/ he Measured about four feet long

and had ten Rattles, they are building a Log house to

store our Knapsacks in^ as th^ will have to be left at

this place untill we return, as it will take all the

Strong DLaiy-lS

Teams to cany our Rations^ for the Hunt after Indians,

which we are going on frcm this place, we expect to

be absent about 1(0 days,®

Ihursday July lli**^ In Camp. Hard Coal has been dis-

covered about three miles from (ifamp in considerable
quanities >^^ t ' i^ /

/vnittn^lso Iron Ore abounds in the same region, our

discovery of coal settle the question of fuel for a

Rail Road through this Countxy to Idaho, and ^en to the

Pacific Ocean, it will probably build up a large jdity

at this place*

Friday July 1? In camp, the grass is getting so scarce

that we have to go two and three miles to find grass

for our Ponies^ and not vexy plenty or good even then,

the water of the Missour river is vexy mudc|y just about

1 quart of dirt stired into a bucketful of well water

and drink before it settles. and come as near as possible

to the Missouri

th /
Saturday July 16 In^aip. The Building for Storing

our Knapsacks is finished^and the Teams have commenced

hauling them to it for Storage, the Teams belonging to

the Quartermaster Department have conmjenced Loading

Rations

•
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. ^f

'

.th r

u

^^. 1^' /

^'^^J^^^^'^^^
In^an?).^ A light Shower this morning

the weather during the past week has been very hot and

disagreeable.

Tuesday July 19^^ This Mtoiing broke ca«p, and marched

off westward^ over a country rich iii;4nerals but poor

in soil or rather having none at all^ Iron Ore and Hard

Coal are to be seen in aU directions^ ^shed out as tte

^and Washed down from its fonaer elevation to its

presen^year after year it has /ashed away cutting the

Hills down leaving high Bald Bluffs, in ^ch the coal

can be seen in Layers of from one to 2 feet thick^ some

of the Bluffs are over 100 feet higlj ^t little valley

there is, is cut into enonaous great gullies. Marched

in sight of the Cannon Ball^ver^ "on the North side,

pxm^6. on its Banks Water Kudc^y^ but good, distance

1BV2 miles

Wednesday July 20*^ Still our course is westward over

hills and down dales • grass growing better/^^gf"
number of :^ss^ of Petrefied wood were picked up to day.

^ater to day has mudc^ but good/li little clearer than

,

the water of the Missouri, /amped on a smau/reek.
r/^:

^/Water in holes but good^^no^ood^ Distance 16. itLles

Thursday July 21st A pretty xt)ugh Gfeuntiy yet but it

is getting smoother and the land is a little better ^ ^'-''-^

t

Strong-riaiy-17

grass is good (Considering the diy wdathexyVe are /

following as near as possible the Cannon Ball river ^^

Camped on a creel^ Wkter good dis 19 miles*
"-^

Friday July 22 To day we passed over some Level

^^^tiy in comparison with what we have passed over

the few days past. Crossed the Cannon Ball river and

Cai»?)ed on the south side of it Water good but ifodcfly/'^

dls^ 12 miles,<^
' ^

Saturday July 23^ This has been a very severe day for

us and the Ponies.being very hot with an occassiona

li0it breezy we passed over some very high rolling

;^^'Cl

Prairie^ grass good, on the route to day crossed the

Cannon Ball river again ^ept off more Nort^yptoe

h ffiles beyond the river to a creek, the last three miles

the poorest country we have seen on the whole trip *>ilt^

far. our road carried us over some high sand hills,

which tried the Teams pretty hard. Just after crossing

the river we passed a place irtiere the Indians bury their

Dead; or rather hang them up^on a frame held up by poles.
,/•

We were sent back three miles to guard the Idaho Train.

Water good Dis* 20 miles.

Sunday July 2k^ This has been another very hot day and

we suffered for want of water. We passed several/reeks

Which were dry. ^aw numerous signs of Indians /'the heat
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caused some of the oxen to drop* two of then were dead

when we passed/others were allowed to stop and feed,

grass excellent, no water on the road to day/^ oimped

on Heart river^good water. dil^2lV2 miles

Monday July 2^*^ This flat is corered with Prairie Dogs

holes they dont look much like a Dog- they came/andt out

of their holes, and standing up like a Gopher th^ baxlc
like^^--

like a Lap Dog. they lookJn and are about the size of

Muakrats except the tail which is short and busl^.

another OUriosity is a Ledge of^limestone which runs

across the river which ly some convulsion of nature has

been thrown up so that the edges of the^ayers are ^
thrown u^ and it forms a Bam across the river/imprinted

in the stones are leaves^ which looks veiy natural.

Petrefied wood also. Coal is found in large pieces are

found in the river, which has washed out of the Banks

of the river^our Train except such parts of it as will

be needed to make up a light train and the Idaho train

will be corraled at this place untill we return from

Qour Indian hunt«

Tuesday July 26 This afternoon we commenced our march

the afternoon, we arrived at what was called camp at

8 O.aock at night, yfe tied our horses to the line and

those that were not on guard lay down behind their horses

i^'#

M^
Strong Diaiy-19

to sleep JL& they could/^^iarted at daylight, m^ are

now soldiering in regular^tyle Xlarrieing our rations

of Hard Break & Bacon in our Haversacks, on the

arrival of the Scouts at this place they surprised
Scouts

some Indians, they fired at one anotheri the« killing

two of their ponies.

Wednesday July 27 As we have but 7 days Rations we are

in hurzy. up in the morning at two. O.0iock and start

ju8t.j^ soon as we can see. we are txying to overhaul

the Indians if we can/at noon today we made a halt to

let our ponies feed and to get a cup of coffee for

ourselves, we are not allowed fires at night> on

account of the being seen if there should be any

Indians Prowling around. Oamped on the Big Knife river

here there was a large Spring but the water contained

1 w
some Sulperet of Iron.

/>

th
li.z\x>ck in the night and^Ehursddy July 28*** Up at 12

>^ddle^then we down again till dayli^t. this is done

to guard against a surprise^at daylight off we go^neither

man or horse is spared, we both begin to the effects of

long marches, without sufficeint food, the scouts came

back and reported that there was a large force of Indians

about k miles ahead, this about.U (m<S1oc]^|(£;

Thursday July 28 /Continued Just so soon as the news w as

x*eceived the Teams were /losed up in two lines, the 8
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Minnesota were dismounted and Deployed leaving evexy

fourth nan in charge of the Horses, the 6 lova were

at
also dismounted and Deployed, the Indian caop being**^

the foot of a mountain a large hollov squipre was fozmed

hy throwing out the 1®* or Gen^ Soillys Brigade on the

right and front to the right of the Batteries, this part

of the forces consisted of the 6 and 7*^ Iowa.

Bracketts Battalion and two sections of the Prairie

Battery^ the Left aid front^ left of the Batteries was

fox»ed hy the 2^ Brigade^ consisting of the 8^^ Infantiy

and 2 CaTaliy and two Sections of the 3^ Battery, the

rear was Guarded hy two con^anies^ the Teams and Led

Horses being in the centre of the Square, we advanced

, thifl
^ /Ui^^

in» form till we were within range/ then the Batteries

opened on thera^ we had taken them by •itwrhfff for Just

so soon as firing commenced the Warriors Counted their

Ponies and rode out around our forces beipg bold at

first untill they discovered that our guns were long

rangers and in the hands men capable of makiz^ a good
..

*»-
. *^ ,rf-'

shot they then became more careful]* in fact keepinf; out

of range of the Springfields they rode all around the

outside seeking an opportunity to cut off our Train or

Stampede it* at one tine th^ made a dash in the rear

driving in the Guard but a 6 pounder which had Just been

sent to the rear» fired

Thursday July 28*^ Continued Two shells fired at them

sent them back faster than they came in. our boys were
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them
.Odriving them before/JttnM in all directions/ a large

part of their force were busy in incampment taking down

Tepees hiding their property and getting the women and

Children out of the way a very large Party of them had

collected at the Bottom of the Mountain when Bracketts
/-

Battalion^made a charge on them^ and for a few minutes

Q
the fighting was desperate^ it was in this part of our

forces that our loss occured he having two meiyl^illed

and five wounded (one of whom died that night) tiie

Battalion billing 27 Indians* this charge drove them

into the Timber in the Ravines which ran up the /ides

of the Mountain, the Batterires were brought up and

planted, on another Hill within reach of them, now

commenced the woilc of death among the Indians. Shell

were thrown into the Timber driving them out of it,

then others would be thro%m among, till they broke and

ran for the Top of the Mountain^ here the deadly Shells

f©lowed them, thrown up to the top by the 6 Poundcrs^^night

came and they had fled in all directions, leaving their

Property behind hid in the Ravines. Buffalo meat dried

and packed in bales by the Ton. Bundles of Robes

Te&dy for Market, Berries, Cooking Utensils of different

a veiy sultry day in the ravines almost suffocateing

th
•Hmrsday July 28 Continued Brass Kettles, Some of

lAiich were quite large Tepee Poles ly the Thousands a
their ^

large number of Dogs were left behind in* flight, this

is the Unk^ Bands, Territoiy. they are a large band

belonging to Sioux Nation\ it is supposed from appear-

ances that the Warriors belonging to the other Bands

were present at this fight] it is estimated that there

was between 1200 and 1^0 lodges, which according to the

usual estimate would make their number between 6 and

7000,

Friday July 29 Last ni^t we camped on the Battle-

ground and early this morning we started in pursuit we

followed their trail $ miles and the country was

iii5)as sable for aiythir^ but Indians so we were obliged

to give up the chase> we went back to their encampment #

one regiment was sent to bum their Property' late in

the afternoon k ^rapanies more were sent for the same

purpose while others were either on B^iard or Shooting

the Dogs some Ponies and "tolts were ^S^ptured. the

Property is immense] it would have sold for a number of

thousands of Dollars if it could have been brought off,

but we could not do so and therefore we destroyed it*

it will take a great years for them to gather together

we
again as much as* have destroyed >te camped about

6 miles south on our way back.

th
Saturday July 30 Last night just at dark a Party of

Indians dashed into the Picket^S^ard Xilling*'^ ^ of
v^ Vi vi

the three on that Post) they mistook them for the Scouts

untill the Indians got between them and the X^p they
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shot the Horse belonging to the one that escaped and

captured the other two and got the Varbines and

Revolvers Sabres in fact the whole Equipment of those

shot they were iC^valiymen. it created qtiite a stir in

camp,the Horses were tied to the line, in a few moments ife

the men were deployed around the camp but they left

without coming any nearer, the bodies of those shot

last night were found this morning and buried » the

Indians were in such a hurry to get away that th^ did

not scalp them, we came back to a small stream between

the Big Knife and Heart rivers, and camped^ the Indians

have been here since we left on our way up North

Sunday July 31®* We have made the longest march as well

as the severest one to day that we have made on the

whole trip since leavir^g Fort Ridgely. we had a heavy

Thunder "SJiower just before we arrived in ^mp. we are

camped on the North side of Heart river about one mile

from the remainder of the Train that we left behind.
t

dis to day 33* h whole distance up and back 1<0 miles.

this in 5V2 days besides fighting six hours and killing

from 150 to 200 of the Indians. Ponies have followed us

back to can^.

Monday Aug 1** We lay over in camp to day gettii^ reac(y

for another move Nine Ponies were captured to day ty the

^ard. our Ponies feel this rough usage as well as we do.

I

Strong fflLary-2!;

Tuesday Aug 2 Still in^amp it seens that daring our

absence the Idaho ^Ij^nnigrants got scared and allowed some

of their cattle to stray off th^ iaagined that the

Indians were in the vicinity but it proved to be a false

alarm, the scouts found their cattle making back tracks

towards civilization they made a cannon out of wjod

putting Iron bands around it which they fired several

times.

Wednesday Aug 3 Started again^stward this time with

the Idaho Train along, when I go to Idaho I want to
^ "% "^^

travel by rail roadVto drag women and children in this

way it seems like suffering more than the gold will

repay even if they find it in abundance, s^nqped on

Heart river grass and water plenty & good toaay distance

20 miles.

Al<^ th
Thttpsd*^ Aug U^ The Heart river runs very near East

therefore we are following* /this afternoon we came

into a ravine where the Indians had been this suianer

gathering Berries, grass veiy good with plenty of

water, we came down a very steep Barik^to get down to

the river on lAxich we are "Samped again, distance 19 miles

Friday Aug ?*^ To day we left the Heart river it bearing

off South ^*^ Crossed the Head of Big Knife river about

six miles from this camp, ^sterday we crossed a spot
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^^^.
drifting sand about VU of a mile widej it looks as if

' ^ ^ U
the wind shifted it evexy that blew veiy hard there was

nothing growing on it. almost dark we arrived at the

Edge of the World, and a wilder looking scene never greeted

the eyes of mortal man, than the scene that we looked

upon from the Edge of Prairie or Table Land that we have

been traveling over for a day or two past, ^te crossed

one of the numerous ravines and camped on piece of

land just large enough for our'tlanp. Hq^ water except

such as we find the holes where it has collected after
QD

the rains) veiy nudity at that, and not enough to water

the Animals, distance 2^ miles.

Saturday Aug 6 We have been winding and twisting

around traveling all points of the^n5)ass following the

ravines first down and then up, making our road as we

advance, this land has been washing away for ages and

every rain, ''S^ianges the face of it. old ravines down

which the water has run have become choked up and new

ones cut by the water in its downward course seeking its

level. ^ finally reached a ravine large enough for a

Cwi water mxd.<fy, grass good distance 1? miles

bunday Aug 7 From the appearances of the vall^ where

we are camped it is a Mountain torrent after the rain^

on an examination of the soil we are surprised no longer

at the color of the Missouri and the streams emtying

into it. it is a mixture of quicksand and clay^

Strong Diaiy-26

i*iich mixes with the water very readily and is carried
the Earth surface in^

off to make some change on» its course in the shape

of Islands in the rivers, and these in turn are carried

off into the Gulf of Mexico. This morning ^%ere
detailed to go out on Guard for the Pioneers who were

cutting down^the perpendicular sides of the ravines and

filling up holes for a road, durii^ our absence a few

Indians made a dash into the Valley where the Horses and

Cattle were grazeing and got out in safety with a couple

of Horses, after we got * %amp^ the Indians drove in

the Pickets on the /est side of the river, we formed in

line around the camp immediately and lay on our arms all

nighty just inside of the Picket Guard. A few shell thrown

by the Battery sent them Back as fast they had come, w^

came down the Bluffs on the East side of the Uttle

Missouri river, it looked now as if we had reached the

end of our trip, but the Blackfoot Indian who was acting

as guide showed us a passag^we have crossed the river

twioe^ and will have to cross it again to get on the

opposite or West Side, there some trees growir^ in the

valley of the river, dis* 2V2 miles.

Monday Aug 8 This Flat we are camped upon we find in

daylight is a Bed quicksand, as is also the Bed of tba

rlver^ in the water we have to keep novii» or down we

go^ grossed the river for the third tiae/ijiBnediately

after 5/rossing dismounted the 8*^ on the right and the
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d
Z Cayaliy on the left, one half were dismounted, the

takli

Strong Diaiy-28

others *^;0K[?|e of the Horses, those that were dismounted^

had to climb up the Hills, and deplpj, rtiile the Horses and

Teams followed irtiich was up the Bed of a creek that was

almost diy. this we followed for about one mile, irtien

Just as we were coming out of it, on the right hand side^

with the head of the Gfolumn the sharp crack of the Guns

was heard in all directions/every peak in sight was

covered with Indians, we kept on over the roughest

country that ^''FTrain of^f^ons was taken over, in

some places our road ran along the edge of Bluffs that

had been washed down on the side to the depth «®^200 or

300 feet almost perpendicular/ in other places we crossed

chasms where our l^agons were almost up endwise in goini?

down and coming up out of th^our guide was shot in tte

I
shoulder, he was in the advance with the Scouts, he was

brought in and put into an ambulance/4e Train was

halted and/orraled just as soon as there was room to do

so, and half of those left in charge of the Horses were

n^M^M fia6 t"^^""^^
"""^^ ^^ ^'^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^e^<^ there, ,4io were

holding the Indians in check, the Batteries were got

into position and commenced throwing^ell among the

groups gathered together on the hills, our B94r/were

driving them out of the ravine^ccasionaOy one was

seen to fall from his Pony, /everal Poiiies came inside

our line^ «iey were covered with blood, and as they were

not wounded it was proof there rider was either ;(iUed

/HM^or wounded there weapons were Bows and Arrows but few

of having guns/^^ were driven back in all directions,

and the train moved on again^ they rushing in every

chance th^ could get, but th^ could not do us much

damage, ^en we fell back toward the Train they would

rus*i up bravely and make their boast that at the other

Battle we had it all our own way, but now they would

Show us^that %re not cowards and that they had been

joined \sj ^DO more Warriors, we drove them and when we

reached * /Jamping ground we found but very little

water or thin mud^in a^uple of Holes, i^ were

surrounded with hills and these were covered with

Indians, our Ponies had no water, and nothing to eat

during the day. a strong guard was thrown out, and

the^onies taken out to graze, the Indians an attempt to

cut off one party, but the rear ^^ppened to be coming

into camp at the time and tJiey made a charg^^fe^^fe^^**^

but not before they had wounded 6 of our men ^ of them

with Arrows and the other with a Bullet -""'^ ni i

_ , th
Tuesday Aug 9 Ihe men were deployed and lay on their

arms around the cam^/early this morning firing commenced^

their was Indians all around us and back so far as we

could see they covered the Hillsx they ^e a bold dash

on the camp but when we opened fire their Bravery forsook

them and fled out of range of our guns, once in awhUe

the Batteries would get a chance to throw a shell into
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^0^
Strong Diaiy-30

them /we coowenced woj^ng out of Caap early in the

morning and about noon thegr were fleeing evexy direction/

in the afternoon we crossed their J&aii?) ground and we

were one hour and a half in passing it. the estimate

that from what th^ saw at least 200 Indians were killed

in this Battle. We have dealt them a severe chastisement

this year, without much injuxy to ourselves, good water
/

and grass today in the ravines but on the upland the

grasshoppers have destroyed everything that was green

eating off the grass close to the ground, this /iountiy

bordering the Missouri and so far as we have corae this

of it abounds in Berries and Choke Cherries/ 'Ihere is

veiy little timber some places a few Ash & Elm but What

timber there is, is prlncipaly cottonwood^'^CJam^ on a/good
reek of pretly^^ water. Which we call aiything that

t
is drinkable dis 18 miles

Wednesday Aug 10^ This has been another day of

climbii^ of Hills andyCrossing and great Gullies washed

out like a /anal deep enough to float a Steamboat if
/;4^^i^

Alkali and other foringene substances in it

the ^ater was there/grass very scarce and the Horses

are beginning to drop in the road. >l4ter very poor

il tne men also

feel the effects of poor water and salt food and scant

allowance at that^ and not having water we are getting

pretlgr well acquainted with dirt, it beir« just possible

in a good many instances to get kte thin mud for

y-^-^ ourselves and Animals, /damped on Running Water which is

quite a treat, grass is very poor, di^ 12 miles.

^ th
Thursday Aug 11 This is the severest day of the expe-

dition, our compare was rear Guard to and we had a good

chance to see the results of the last few days marchii^

without feed for our animal^orses Mules and Oxen were

left behind, they would down and lay there, and irtien

we cane up to them if they could not be made to travel,

our Orders were to shoot them, and our road of to day

will be marked with their skeletons^ We did not arrive

in can?) till 11 ji.tlooY at night, after dark we did^°^^

dare shoot the Animals for fear of shooting the Idaho

Emmigrants who were trying to coax their cattle into

Caji^/^bout 30 mules were lef-^fter dark we saw Women

belonging to the Idaho Train pulling grass among the

their
Brush in Ravines forgetting in * anxiety to save their

cattle, the IndLans^^ they watered them out of the Kegs

they had in the wagons and after all were obliged to

leave some of their cattle behind, the Vater where

camped was very strongly Ijpregnated with /alts.

Distance 28V2 miles/^^^

Friday Aug 12**^ Here we are at last on the lellow

Stone river but not at the point we started for, but

nearer the Mouth of the river, we have been obliged

to keep off more North on account of the iiapassability
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of the country, angular^incidence occuwd here

in the meeting^ the Steamboats at this point^loaded with

rations for us. the Steamboats could not get aiy

further up the river on account of the lowness of water/^
the Tellow Stone River is a large river with a very

swift current, the^st four days travel has been over

a country desolated by Grasshoppers/The only thing that

this irtiole conntiy contains nei^ssaxy for the White Kan

is coal, and with the exception of the right of way

across the /)untxy the White race have no bussiness

settling west of th^lntpah River, the^ountxy taken

as a whole is only fit for the Indian^ and they had

ought of right to posses it they and their children

forever, and no White i4i allowed to travel over it
•p-i^ tf-

except by Rail Road or Steaniboat/^here is but few

places irtiere the /ater is fit for use^and the land is

a mixture of quicksand and Aay and not Timber enough

on the whole route suffLq^t for one farm, except on

the Missouri river/ ^The^jEfountiy abounds in Coal which

crops out in numerous places some viens being 8 feet

thick, from the appearances of the Hills in some

places it looks as if enormous great coal beds had been
. /n dirt
burned ou^ the having washed off it has left the

Sides covered with a kind of Red^halyln other places

there is iftiat appears to have been the mouth of the

Furnace, or Crater. Petrefied wood also abounds

throughout this region/some of the Stumps with the

Strong Diaiy-32

roots attached are sticking out of the sides of the

HUls^at least 100 feet above our heads, vMle on the

other side of us it is down, down full as much or more,

^e dug our w^ through a country where ^rtiite men never

had traveled before, but the first heavy rain storm

will wash away trail, and Wo, Unto those caught in these

BaAands of the Uttle Missouri rive^dis^ 11. miles

Saturday Aug 13 Thisy4«p in on a very large Flat

piece of Bottom Land^and it would look pretty, if the

Grasshoppers not ate all the grass off but as it is
ty t.- ^ V(

now it looks Barren/Prairie Dogs occupy considerable

of the land, the lower bottom is covered with a very

heavy growth of Cottonwood/./^n this bottom we find a

little grass for our Animals, tiiese woods abound with

EOk, Antelope and Black Tail Deer of which a number

were shot, one Elk^was estimated to weighHien dressed

800. lbs. We lay in canp/the. 1®* Brigade commenced

^ossing the River this forenoon.

Sunday Aug 12**^ Ust night we 1^^ but before we got to

sleep we were ordered up^ to pack up our things saddle

our horses, and march to the river, the I** Brigade

did not all get across till ll0.^1ock, and we lay

around UU dayUght.when we commenced crossing/we
unsaddle^nd put our saddles and Equipwenl^on the

Steamboats to be taken across while crossed with the

^^^1^^^^^
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Horses by fording the Bar was very crooked and the

Current ran veiy swift, each man that rode across led

another Horse, the Wagons were unloaded before crossing

and their loads put on the Boats, jjome of the Mules got

scared and kept too far down^and about 30 Mules were

drowned, and a horse team was also carried off down the

yfitream. the men were fi>aved dist 3 miles*^

Monday l'^ Aug The Idaho immigrants took their Pontoons

iliich they have in the place of wagon bodies or boxes

and ferried^ their stuff over in them swimming their

cattle, two of their men were swept of the Bar and

drowned one was a single man the left aylfife and five

^hiBren in Shakopee^ We started again down the River

iJhich runs due North here^ our route was over a level

piece of ground^ with eveiy4hing eaten off by the Grass-

hoppers except now and a piece in the low Bottoms where

it wet. after getting into camp 25 of our Jtfcmpaiy were

detailed and sent back to the Boats which had grounded

and to be lightened before th^ could get over the Bar/^

20 Teams were sent to take of a as much as th^ can

parry, the river is falling/ good grass and water with

plenty of both, damped on the river bank, distance

19 miles.

.thTuesday Aug 16 Started early as usual^ about daylight.^

made a short march, were ordered into camp at 7V2 )^Jp.ock^

the Scouts report no grass between this and Fort Union

ffi

Strong Diaiy-3U

and as the grass and water is good we remain here till

the 1 Brigade have crossed the Missouri river, the 2^

men that went back to the have arrived, the are in

sight distance 6vU miles.

th
Wednesday Aug 17 The lellow Stone river, like the

Missouri is a nud^jr stream and is constantly iChag^

its dhaimel. the Bottom here is very wide and a

heavy growth of CottonwoodyCovers the most of it which

as the Banks are cut away takes the trees^ therefore

the Banks and flats are covered with drift wood which

excellent firewood, the new formed land is covered

with a young growth of jCottoi*food. which looks very

handsome.

th
Thursday Aug 18 Again we move, the same desolate

appearance, ^what the Grasshoppers have left is parched

up. nothing green in sightjpas we approach the

Missoxiri the flats are /overed with willow Brush, with

a Scattering growth of treeS/^amped on the Missouri

river dis^ 1? miles.

Friday Aug I9 About.9.(/.^lock last night we were

called upon to load and unload boats we did not eet back

till^2 ^.(Jlock in the morning, about 6 our Regiment

commenced crossing^Saddles and so fortluwere carried

over on the boats^ JThe Horses fording/ there was

nothing for our horses to eat but Willo^rush. We are
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now on the North side of the Missouri ^ich at this place

does not as large as the Yellow Stone. Xere was a

Strong Diaiy-36

nan drowned in crossing at this place, the Idaho folks

separate from us at this place //maiy o'f them are sick

of their bargaiythey are going to Fort Benton^ this

fall and likely they will winter there.

Saturday Aug 20^^ We are in camp about one mile below

Fort Union. This Fort is a Trading Post, but there is one

Compaiy of the 30^ jas. to be left here/bh^e^' Sme up on

ttie Boats, the place has the appearance of beir« an

old pUce and also one of considerable Trade with the

Indians, there is some Crow Indians here, the Fort

is a Stockade incloseing about 2V2 acres with Bastions

at two yorners. the Buildings inside are veiy good

and quite neat, the Buildings are clapboarded and ^
painted, the Stockaje is Built of hewn Timbex/it is

about 20 feet high.

Sunday Aug 21^* Marched to ds^ down the river in

search of grass>^& Ponies are growing poor very fast,

and unless we find more grass^ there will be but few

live to reach Minnesota camped on a bend of th# river,

grass good, distance S.miles.

Monday Aug 22^ /e waited here till the Boats were over

tile Bar at the ;teuth of the Yellow Stone. We left /W

/
at U,0.yiock. Bracketts.Batt^ was sent out to scour

the country/it being reported by the Crow Indians

that there was a large bocfer of Sioux] s in this vicinity

but they did not find any. Con?)any E of the 8*^ were

sent after the Idaho Train »4iich had started from

Fort Union before we did with some cattle and Deserters,

thor have returned with some of the cattle, but they

did not find the Deserters, who will probably Join the

Idaho Train farther up on the J^lk river for th«y are

goipg through to Idaho on Captain Fiske,s TraU of

last year-^J^e have passed some more of those bare

peaks which we have seen so often in this country^

distance I7 miles/'^l^lmped ?8e Missouri.

d / .^^^
Tuesday Aug 23 l^de a very short marciyVe struck off

from the river to cross a Bend/*amped on Sanc^ Creekg^

water very clear but somewhat alkilied. grass eettinc

a little better, ^and rolling/ho wood^distance \^/Z miles.

Wednesday Aug 21**^ To day we traveled over some very

level country but on approaching the river it was rx>ugh

and broken again washed out into those great gullies,

and we were obliged to hunt some time, and make a very

crooked Trail to get down to the river bottom^^^^'large

Herd of Buffalo was started out of the Ravines. >^eral
of then were shot, grass the best we have seen since we

left Beaver River, /amped on Rush Bottonyreek at

its mouth, distance 26 miles.
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.thThursday Aug 2< We have had the Dustiest time to day

e rr^ V-
that we have had at arjrtimej^ when Marching <5n starting

out at ^amp we had a spendid road over a level piece of

high Bottom land which in some places was like a Marble

floor, it kept growing narrower till finaly it was just

wide enough for a road. Bluffs 200 feet high, in some

places th^ look like Gothic jChurchejpin others you can

imagine some great building/ or fortification/>^amped

at the mouth of the White Earth river, which was formerly

the Boundary line of Minnesota Terrttoijr/lt scarcely

deserves the name of river^there is no water running

in it now. distance 21 raHes/*"^

.th ^ ^^
Friday Aug 26 Marched along the river/some parts of

the road was vexy We had to climb high Bluffs and deep

ravines. We were in want of water and in some of these

gev<diiiec there little Streams fed by springs but the

water was the color of lye and smelt like it. /K^ were

obliged to wallc up and down these places and lead our

horses, all along the road to day there has been an

abundance of Cherries, and June Berries Whirti are diy but

the very nice fully equal to dxyyeJurrants. about V^ a

mile before we came into yCanp passed the place where the

Indians we fought with on the Little Missouri. l2Jrossed

the Missouri river and the Woods here where we are camped

is full of trails, also baxic all along the paths where

they have cut new Tepee poleft^Camped on Knife River,

distance 12 miles.

Strong Diary-38

.thSaturday Aug 2?"^ To day we have marched over a better

^ountiy than we have seen before since leaving Minnesota

j

about 10 miles of our route was through a Beautifull

yalleyyygraiss has been getting better for a day or two

but to day it was abundant and of a good quality. >lie

crossed a stream to day which deserves the name of river

more than the one we camped on Ust night. Aamped on the

Missouri, in places along the river there is nothing bit

Willow Brush^^ile in others it is Large Cottonwood,

Ash
(&C

dis"" 22^8

Sunday Aug 28*** We Marched to day just enough off to

clear the rough Bluffy land near the river, in some

places this washed land extends back into the country

along the Streams, at other places the /reeks and rivers

have good bottom land and the Sside Hills as well as the

Valley^is covered with good grass ^(^^^fe passed some more

of these AlkalJ^prings/y^an^wd on a creek near the

Missouri/dis'/is^ 26, Miles

^ iomB

MOQ

Monday Aug 29 In^ajiQ)^ ^ were Visited to day

Chiefs belonging to Mandans, Rees, and Gros Ventres

live at Fort Berthold /they came to hold a l^uncil

with General Sully, they are troubled^ a good \sf the

Siouj^who their enemies, the Sioux made an attack on

them last we^^/they tried to ^teal cone of their Ponies,

these Indians say th^ Killed a Sioux andy^alped him.
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they brought in some yCorn and^quash to sell*

Tuesday Aug 30 On the move again toward)^hoine /We

passed Fort Berthold another Trading Post also an Indian

/illage containing about^l'^00 Indians^ the Fort being

built on a point of land which we went across^ We were

Just in sight* We wera about 2 miles from it^there is

a large level Prairie considerable above the river

covered with good grass and plenty of Timber on the

river Bottcxn distance 10 miles

Wednesday Aug 31® The men that went up to the Fort^

gave a very glowing description of the prosperity of

these Indian^ they were bu^ getting their com crop^

lien Women iShildren and Dogs all made to wozk in getting

it in and Stowing it away* they break it off and braid

it together then hang it on the Backs of their Ponies

or lay it on the frame made upon two small poles which are

fastened to the Dogs one end draging on the ground* their

Tepees are built veiy large^^poles are laid across

overhead and the corn hung up on these poles tt dzy; the

field is on a piece of Bottom I^d and is about 2 miles

long and 1 mile Wide kept very free from weeds, y^e were

told that we would not have water to day Jk>j5ome barrells

were filled. at the river and put on the Wagons^ but we

had the best Water he have seen for two Konths/it was

clear and ^old, 4ie had good grass to dav̂/theyCo\)

^

ountry is

Strong Diaiji^-liO

getting better as we go down the river/distance

21 miles*

,8tThursday Sept 1 ^ We again Strike off from the river

on another Indian Hunt/Sir fk)urse is nearly North.we

saw ayCart Trail leading towards the Red river Settle-

ments. We ran on to large Herd/fef Buffalo. when* were

nearing the (Ban^the men were perfectly wild/thQr dis-

mounted and ran off after them shooting them down in

all directions>^it was continued, till about 2< of them

/^€*^
were shot dowxythe Balls flew around us thicker and

faster than they did in the Indian fights* We have

Buffalo fleat in abundance/it was much better than the

meat of the /iattle we have been driving along with us.

we are ^wmped on the Banks of Lake • i*ater not very

good* Woyood* dis^ 23.m/"

Friday Sept Z^ To day a part of our force was sent on

in advance to feel carefully for the Indians. Which

were expected to be found here in force, near a large

/ seen
Hill, called Dog Mountain. We havej^ droves Buffalo

to day, but we were not allowed to fire at then, and

th^ got so bold that they came inside of the Flankers*

the JBanks of the Lake where we camped to night are all

trod up by the Buffalo* Water goodP'no WoodyO^me

Brush/Land rockK/ distance 1? miles.
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Saturday Sept 3 Just after we left JCamp we had quite

a snart shower of rain, which lasted about an hour and

a half/we have traveled >6outh East to day/we did not . .

find any Indians, but we JCrossed^Several red river IZ^art

trails running North, on approaching C^anp we saw large

Herds of Buffalo/the restrictions about aheJiiigfe being

removed the Boys have gone out to drive some of them

e passed a nunber of lakes to da^/the water

was not very good, /amped on the Banks of large Lake//^

the Water looks green, and dont taste very good*^

distance 23 miles. Mo^Wood, but we got some Brush

Sunday Sept U IMs has been called a day of rest.

l/ee have remained in /Jamp more on account of the Animals
Ot^

thanlours although we both need rest, yet we are so

apt to feel fatigued when homeward bound/this part of

the country is covered with a kind of grass called

Buffalo grass which is veiy fine, if we can judge by
i jj^/

the way the Horses eat it. land also getting better^ /

there is but one drawback to its settlement for faiming

purposes and that is wood^there is nothing for fenceing

or for Building, last night we had quite a rain Storm.

this morning it was slow work getting a fire started.

Buffalo (ships are very good in diy, but poor firewood

in wet weather

Strong Diaiy-W

Mti
Monday Sept ^'^ on the March again in a Southerly

direction/passed over a vezy handsome Prairie, on which

enonnous Herd of Buffalo have been feeding lately, as

we approach eamp we come in sight of them again, one was

driven into canqp and one was shot about 100 men standing

reacly Knife in hand to cut out a Steak^it has been a

cold disagreeable day/ the wind blew hard from the East

and it was ^oudy. we foiind overcoats quite comfortable

to dajr/TCamped on a creek in a Deep^Ravine a vexy deep

ravine running into the )iain yialley. or ravine where we

are ISamped with almost perpendicular sides where the

Indians have run Buffalo for the purpose of capturing

them and by the bones laying at the bottx)m, they have

catched a great many of them in that way. JMater

good, dis* 2l^les.

,th
^^-^

Tuesday Sept 6 A very uncomfo3rtable daj/it commenced

raining just after we left /amp and continued till

'^^^ J
sometime at night/ire were obliged to Kanq) on account of

^r >T Tt ^
the Teams giving out/^a number of horses ifetve out also

and were shot/^bur Co. was on rear Guard and we had the

Jf^u^ J
job to dor'^Xe /rossed a Stream called Painted Wood

reek, being on Guard we are Ramped outside on the

barks of little ravine liiose banks are full of

S^prings of good Katei^our chances for Wood and grass

are also good. Ramped about niles from the Missouri,

distance 20 miles.

i
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have traveledWednesday Sept 7*^ A Beautiful da^JyV^

very slow on account of its being very slippery in some

places^ and our Teams are getting poor and weak^hard

marching without sufficient rest begins to show itself.

Man and beast are feeling its effects, our route to day

has been over a good Level Prairie/ we have crossed

some rolling land Just before reaching^/Camp^ this is place

where General Sibley fought the Indians, which was

galled \sf those that fought there^a very rough countxy

but it was a perfect level in comparison^ with the country

we fought them over, we are camped on Apple river, the

Water of the this river was represented to be very poorj

by the expedition of last year> but we call it good

water in comparison with some that we have had on our

routed, grass good/ distance 18 miles.

Thursday Sep^ 8 We were late starting out of our camp

this raominc/a road had to be built across the river,

before we could cross/the teams had to crossed over,

before we could leave the grt)und. A Party was sent to

take up the boc^ of Lieut Beever who was on Gen^ Sibley, s

was
Staff last year, he « shot by the Indians^ on his return

from the part of the force who had drove the Indians to

the river when he missed the trail and turned down the

river when he was shot and also a Soldier who was with

hi«^ their bodies were and buried/ this Lieutenant

Beever was an Englishman who was a Volunteer, on the

r

Strong Diary-Ui

Expedition, he went out for the purpose of a Hunting

Excursion /his bo(^ was taken up to send it to England.

grass poor on the route to day, but better where we have

camped i*iich is on the Missourd/ijistance lUV^ /ales.

.th
Here we are at last back again to the ^^

8tarte<5d on the Indian Hunt./>we have

/ten

Friday Sept 9

point from which we^]

Marched 773 miles over a very rough ffetmtiy forded

Streams and proased Mountains where the foot of White kan

has never trod before, and the most of hope we that w«

will not be called upon again to tr»vel over the same

route, on arri^ng here we heard that Captain Fiske had

arrived here in our absence with a large party bound to

Idaho, he followed ou5 trail as far as the camp just

north of Cannon Ball river, he followed that^river

instead of the Heart river, about ll^O miles from j

this place *' he was attacked by the Indians/he corraled

his Train and was waiting for reinforements from this

place/ he took 60 men from this place, who belonged to

our forces, this man Fiske, had ought « to be allowed

/SilOy /(to lead pil3y ^en and Women over these unexplored

Croutesyf this party will have to return aad as there will

be no hay to winter their stock, at this place they will

probably have to return to the States where such things

lose
can be had and they will their 8unaer,8 work besides

their outfit/^it may learn them a lesson with regard to

these gold diggings which may do them good, distance

10 miles.
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vthSaturday Sept 10^" A detail has been made of about.

,€>1000 menr 200 of them from our Regiment, our men were

sent out on footy/this is Igoing to be a vexy severe

trip on these men, they went across the river this

afternoon and camped*

thSunday Sept 11 Tlie detachment left this momii^ early

to relieve Capt Fiske^^i?party. among the party is

several from Anoka>^n (fcnp. ^eiy yinc|y and dusty.

Monday Sept 12 To day we moved ixp the Creek on account

of grass.
J((e expected to get^orn but we did not get

*"y^grass is failing fast, we find good grazeing for

our animals in the ravines /distance 3 miles.

)th

^/>
Tuesday Sept 13^" SUll in campXhere is a large party

of Indians pamped near us. SJome of them have been into

tBmpi Ahey are said to be Friendly. 1^ men have been

detailed to go back to Fort Rice and build flatboats

for Ihose who have gone out to assist Fiske,s party/to

go down the river on.

Wednesday Sept lU^^ SUll in camp/^ttieyi

[arm iNhich is favourable for us.

th
)//the eather continue s

/

.th /
Thursday Sept 15"^^ Moved to day at 12, j/S.sflocy m&de a

Short Karch and CJamped on the same SStream which is Long

Lake Creek, grass good, no wood/P^o men died on

the road^today/one of them leaves a l«.fe and three

^Idreij and the other a^ife and seven children/^^

another man dropped in a fit. the Ambulances are full

of sick men, and the number increases every day^^^lSe

men begin to feel the effects of the bad water we have
Water pooj, some good \sj diggiiw

had this summer/^distance 7 miles.

id^

/•

Friday Sept 16^^ To day we traveled up a level piece

of Lan^tiiis is following the same /JreeH^we cix>s6ed a

an^r ridge of land^to4ay we crossed Fiskes trail

Ihat he made this year in going from Fort Wadsworth

to Fort Rice, grass pretty goo^ good water to x^g^A/^^
no Jffood distance 12 miles.

Saturday Sept 17 We have made a long march to d^
without water^ and when we arrived in (fen?)^ i^ich is

between two veiy large Lakes one of which is AlkiH and

the other Salt^ some water was got ty digging wells

but they proved to be brackish, this great Long Lake

we have been looking for.iAiich was said to be about 30

miles long/we have been traveling on what appears to . J,^
have been the Bottom/the Lake^ for about 10 miles/U is

grown up with weeds and grass, the Barfcs show that the

water is sometimes 8 feet deep/these Lakes on which we

are camped are «*part of the same Lake. Landianc^.

grass poor, no wood, dis* 23 miles
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Sunday Sept 18^^ Again we have marched over a drv

countiy/the land continues yganc^, with some rough

gravelly /noUs and some large Boulders* yesterday

we had a very strong )/est ^ind and at ni^t we had a

severe frost /last night it froze water over in a tin cup,

good water in springs but no Wood/ To day has been quite

Pleasant c&stancc 16 milesy^

Monday Sept 19 To day we have been marching over a good

looking /iountiy 80 far as grass is concenied,but water

is scarce^^all the places where *^?Pgeneralv Small

Lakes are now da^ we passed one large Lake theiiater

of which was poo^ land rolling the most of the w^
to day^about '^ miles smooth Prairi^ %^ on a credc y^^'^
water scarce/ some springs, not very good, no wood/^^'^
distance 2< miles.

Tuesdgy Sept 20th ^ have marched to day over a level

Prairie. I^d heavier^ the grass is quite green, and

good, another man died last night^-liiere is considerable

y Buffalo

every day^but we dont see many because the Scouts go

ahead and they have all the sport to themselves. Zmped
on a (^reelojM-ass plenty and good also good water,

no wood cUjb* 9 KlI^sJ^
—

^

sickness in the force at present]/^fSo are Hilled

Strong Diaxy-W

Wednesday Sept 21** We moved this morning at UV2 /./lock^-^

our road has been over rolling Prairie^with good grazeing

on the most of it. yet there is very few places ^iiere

it grows high enough to cut for hay. /ater is scarce

also, and no wood, it look as if had been dry here for

the^st two years, we are again a cross the James

Eiver about 75 or 80 miles North of where we crossed it

in^pring. there is very little timber on the river at

this but some willow brush, there is also an abundance

of (Hhpey-
J growing here the being covered with them, we

are camped on the river Bottonjf^ikst 1? miles.

Thursday Sept 22 We have been traveling down the river

today on the East side, the land on both sides is very

high above the rive^ which is rolliz^ Prairie a Santfy

Loam, but the land is heavier on the bottoms, the grass

is excellent^ but the timber is scant on the James

river^ to much so for farming purposes, two more men

died night before last thus one by one they drop off.

there is a large number sick some of them very low. ^e

amped again on the James river/distance 15V2 miles.

M^^
Friday Sept 23 We have B»de a very long march/bur course

has been South EasJ/ we passed a large Lake the water of

which was good/^li also crossed the East Branch of the

James rive^We also passed a number of places »w where

good hay can be cut^/the whole Prairie is covered with

the best of grass, but there is no wood and but little

water, ife had snow squall todav/t^ wind blew very
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hard, and it was cold and disagreeable/JCamped at

Biinset on the Banks of a Large Lake which was quite
i, . -^o wood' ff / i^ o/ ' /'S

salt but there waa^good water in springs c/'^ laM^A .
O' '^''^^

lZi4/U

,

th
Saturday Sept 2U last night we had a severe frost,

this morning at sunrise we could see the Coteaus of the

Prairies, it did not look over 10 miles to the timber

on the ravines running up their sides, but traveled all

day before we reached them, the atmosphere was so clear,

and then the Prairie between the hill we were on and

the^oteaus was very level. ^We have suffered for Water

on the route to day. l/one to seen till we went into

/5amp on the Edge of the ISoteaus. here we have both

water and wood, good grazeing for our Animals/ distance

26 miles.

Sunday Sept 2?^^ To day we lay in camp for a two fold
one

purposej^ of which was to let our Animals res^ and the

other that the ^couts could have a hunt for Fort Wadsworth

which we are supposed to be near, the Boys have been

about two miles North of (Zamp and found some Plums which

are very good, the land here is very good, and we find

that water is plenty in all lM-ee ravines, with considerable

timber Ash and Oak.

tK
Monday Sept 26 our course to day has been south traveling

along the edge of these Hills, passed a number of Lakes

Strong Diaxy-<0

after a rambleing march in order to get around lakes

and marshes, ^e have arrived at Fort Wadsworthji^ch

is Beautifully located between what is called three

lakes but it looks as if there was a dozen of them^ as

we look across points of land covered with oak treesy/^

A mail arrived here from Abercrombie i4iich brought

good news from the South. 1^ draw rations to morrow

and then start for home which meaat Fort Snellii»/^

distance 18 miles.

,th ^
Tuesday Sept 27^*^ We are laying over to. day/last night

it was vexy cold/Lt made us wish ourselves home instead

of sleeping in these^elter Tents, or rather trying to

do so, but this is only the /Commencement of what we shall

see and feel this fall. Four^mpanies of the 2^ /4valxy

are to remain at this Post and the other two Companies,

also the four ^n^janies of the 30**^ Wisconsin who have

been here this summer, are to go with us. We hear that

we are ordered South/ Wind|y to day/quite cool.

Wednesday Sept 28*^ As the A]jnanac,s disagreeable

wincey feather about these days, rather to cold to be

called comfortable. We are in ^mp. our are loading

with rations for the trip to Fort Ridgely. there is vexy

y\ i IUm <9m rtt x nxtk little done as yet on the Fort at

this place, and but little work on the Quarters, the

Timber is Short and therefore there will be great
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amount of Labor expended before they^orks will finished,

the men have Built small loghouses in instances and

others have dug holes in the ground' Qfovered the Both

with canvass .or their yShelter tents/xhe houses are

built with scraggy logs and then daubed with nud* a

few of the huts are covered with bark>/

Thursday Sept 29 again we are on the move towards the

O
rising Sun^veiy foggy till late in the forenoon.

Cloucfy most of the Day. ife have been Winding around

and between Lakes all day. there is a good chance for

a large settlement and each man have a Lake of his own/^

a large number of them have^me timber on their Banks

which is principaly Oak/ these Lakes have Sandy or

Gravely Beaches!^ there is considerable meadow on which

good hay can be cut/ this is on the /Joteaus, or rather

?^

among them, the Frost has injured the grass in some

placed/in others it is quite green yet^'^^^^ped on the

Bank of a very large lake/ water good/dis^ 2k miles.

Friday Sept 30 About six miles from yCamp we Orossed

the Minnesota river, it has its rise in these JCoteaus

on the East Jbide/il was very small at this point. We

on the prairie again to look back at the Coteaus t^ey

fom a very handsome background to a beautiful scene,

there rise is gradual from the Prairie to the Summit^ and

the Ravines (crooked/and branching off as they ascend

the hills lined as they are with timber^ the leaves

of which are a very dark green, forms a Picture that

can hardly be beat by Nature herself//flfamped on

what is said to be a branch of the Minnesota/ dis*

1^V2 miles.

Saturday Oct 1 Our march to day has been over a

rolling PrairieJ/We crossed three wagon roads some of

which were made by General Sibley, s Indian Expedition

of last year, to find these roads is somewhat encourgeing,

although far fxt)m civilizeation, for we know White men

have been here and that though the road be a long one,

yet at the Eastern End our friends are waiting patiently

for our return* the jScowI on the countenance disappears

at the mention of Home-^^d a smile lights up the Face^

at the anticipated J^eeting of Ihose loved one,s at Home.

iMunped on the Whetstone river/plenty of good grass,

land also good, only a few scattering Trees on this

river, distance 23 miles.

Sunday Oct, 7r We crossed the Whetstone river nearly

li miles below the zsk^j some person set the grass on

fire, this is contraiy to orders, but there is some

that are forgetful or thoughtless enough to do it

sometimes not thinking of the jdonsequencesyxnere is

others on the road besides our party lAio want this

grass to feed their Animals on. the grass is quite
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dead cm the Prairies along this part of our route, land

rolling, we crossed the Yellow Earth river and camped

on the East side/ Water good, distance 18 ndles.

Monday Oct 3 To day we have made a long march, passed

a large Lake met one of Bracketts Trains loaded with

supplies for Fort Wadsworth, escorted \sj a detachment

of the 2 Cavalry, and a company of Infantry belonging

to the United States, Pegular^/th^ were inlisted in

Alabama and are sent back on the Frontier, for the

purpose getting them into some place where they can be

used, on Garrison duty, the Rebels hang all men that

are found in our ^ervice, who have been in their Armies,

they will have something to if they build up Fort

Wadsworth, and it will be far enough from the front to

insure them protection, pimped at the Old Indian Village

at the Mouth of the Intpah river^ distance 2? miles.

Tuesday Oct k ^re we are on our road that we came

out on in the spring, ^e crossed the river immediately

after leaving yelang) this morning/ this river empties into
' called

the Minnesota river at what is * Lac qui Parle, which

is an enlargement of the Minnesota into quite a Lake.

/
his was formerly a celebrated trading Post called

Moteod^Trading Post or Red Iron Village so named from

a ^reek of that name which runs on one side of the

/
illage. there is several buildings yet standing and

of
some the fence remains although it is fast disap-

pearing being taken by the tratins for use on the road

over the Prairie. /5araped on our old (^amp ground *^
the Minnesota) ' / d

/

^ -,

which we occupied on our Way out/mstance/7 miles. ^^-^

-th
Wednesday Oct 5 ^ We left £Jamp this morning with the

expectation of camping on our ol& fam^ ground at the

Riggs Missionary Station which is called Hazelwood as

is also a creek in its vicinity, this Station is

Beautifully situated the land being very good in its

immediate neighborhood for it can be called such for

there appears to have been quite a settlement around

it. we kept on/till we reached the Yellow Medicine

river, wher^ij^ camped it was near the ruins of the

Agency Buildings whichiWere built of Brick the^alls

of which are still Standing, this is a spendid chance

for a settlement/the Land is very rich and there is

plenty of Timber on the rivers also good /lay for making

Brick, and there is considerable land Broke and it

has been fenced but, they are down now burnt and carried

away by the Trains for fuel, the Walls of the Houses

built for the Indians are still standing and can be

repairedjf although the wood is burnt out new floors. and

roofs can be be put in and upon them, distance 23 miles.

.th
/<Thursday Oct 6 The chance ^Continues good for making

piailms/ the Timber is more plentiful than it was above ^^

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102



strong Diaiy-<5

the land is a rolling Prairie veiy rich Loam soil with

a clay or hard gravely subsoil, it has been quite warm

and is now raining with the prospect of plenty of it

before morning. \(e met another Train belonging to

Brackett, who has the contract for hauling the supplies

to Fort V/adsworth. 80 Teams in this and 110. in the

one we met ^onday^ all the Wagons drawn by oxen.

We can see a number of deserted places on the opposite

side of l^e river, among them is that of Major Brown

formerly Indian agent, and for ^ich he got $22,000.

as damages, dis^ 18 miles.

th
Friday 0ct#7 About 3 miles travel this morning brouglt

us to the Upper part of the improvements on the Lower

Agency and 3 more brought us to the mouth of the Red

Wood river, where yCarap Pope was situated, there is

nothing there but one house, it became noted as the

place where General Sibley, s Eaqjedition started from.

Colonel MdPhail formerly of the Mounted Rangers, has

laid out a Town, and is building a mill some h or ^ miles

above the Mouth of the river, he has induced some thirty

Families to settle, at this place, large qualities

of Hay has been put up around the Mouth of the Red Wood

rive^the California Wagon road, follows this rivei; and

runs through Col MdPhails new Town. We passed the ruins

of the Lower Agency and crossed the Minnesota river/it

is very low, Ramped on the North East Side on a veiy

Strong Diaiy—56

handsome piece of bottom lanc^the grass was 6 feet high

or more, distance 16 miles.

Saturday Oct 8 We have arrived at last back to our

starting point Fort Ridgely. we have made one of the

greatest marches on record, it has been over an

uninhabed pountiy^ and over a new route, the \thole distance

out and back, 160^, miles, we look upon this as the end

of the Expedition of 18 6U. it was very cold last nighty

and this morning the grass was froze hard, the grass

looks quite green yet although short/ distance 13 miles.

Sunday Oct 9 We remained in camp to day for the

purpose drawing rationsr^here the Organization as a
CJUIM4J J J

Brigade leaves. the two Companies of the 2** /avalxy and

the two Sectio' s of the 3^ Batteiy are to remain here/

the 8 Regiment goes to Fort Snelling. iSome Horses

are left here, they being too poor to travel further.

Monday Oct 10 ^ On the March again. i4 have passed some

farms, to see irtiich made us all feel better, the com in

the field and wheat in stacks looks more like living

than to take our chances of catching game on the Boundless

Prairie. Buffalo meat is veiy good esspecially when a

person is hungry but **"^dont look so well as a drove

of Oxen and cfows feeding near the residence of man.

this country we have traveled over to day is thickly
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settled, and the is excellent with plenty of Timber

along the road, our march was a severe one to day. it

was dark before we got into jlSamp, which was on ^ran Lake,

it was veiy low therefore the water tasted veiy bad.

it had a boggy taste, there considerable timber around

the Lakey this ^ole rfountiy is settled hy Dutch, who are

a poor class of settlers for the Frontier, the Indians

are not afraid of them, distance 2? miles.

Tuesday Oct U To day we passed some very handsome

fams. the Soil is of the best kind being a deep Black

Loam with a j/lay sub soil suitable for Oats and ^/heat,

but there com dont look any better than that raised on

the pandy soil of Anoka County, we are camped at

Traverse Des Sioux, which lias been a flourishing place

once but it was to near St/peter, which joins it on the

^outh, and St/Peter is doing quite a Business, it needs

a rail road to deve3x)pe the resources of the ^\mtry//^r
is wheat in the Store houses that has been waiting for two

years the river being so low that Boats cannot run up to

this point, distance 1? miles.

Wednesday Oct 12*^ ^ are marching down the river/4here

is some veiy rich pieces of bottom land, but the most of

it is sancfy/and there is a great quanity of wet land,

but it is not waste landj good hay being cut on most

Strong Diaiy-«?B

^of it. there is * '"^land seeded down with tame grass/

passed through Henderson Uiich is quite a large town>^^
the trees on the town site are very large, there is

an abundance of it on the bottoms of the Minnesota.

j(e camped on a piece of Level land^ a veiy nice Prairie

surrounded with heavy timber. High Island oi^ek runs

through ttie timber on the North side near jCaiiQ).

dis^ 17 miles.

Thursday Oct 13^*^ This morning we passed the towns of

Faxon and Walker, s Landing, there is some very handsome

places along the road of to day. there an abundance of

good meadows on the Bottoms, and a large amount of hay

is cut on them, the town of Faxon is not much of a

place, but Walkers Landing is a flourishing place

considering that this is War times, and the Bussiness is

with farmers, in the afternoon we passed through

Carver, all of these river towns do a large Wheat

Bussiness/ there is a Small ^team Boat running between

this place and Sy Paul, j/amped on the Minnesota just

below the town of Carver^ dis* 23V2 miles.

Friday Oct A*^ ^e passed through Chaska. here we left

the bottom land, and commenced climbing the high Bluff,

our road to day has been veiy rough, the land through

the Oak openings is ^an^r^ but in the Heavy timber it is

Loam/very dusty to day. there is a great maiy deserted
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places in this part of Hennepin, Co. I dbnt know but

suppose them to be the lands of speculators, which

glands . . ^ ^* are not pairing much at present, belong to whom they
Jcamped on nine mile JSTeek^:^^

will distance 21 miles

Saturday Oct 1< We arrived at Fort Snelling at 9V2
0.Clock this morning, and went into (/amp on the the

Minnesota river, here Ends this Indian Campaign So far

as the 8^^ Regiment is concerned because here we give

up our Horses, in the last four months and thirteen

days we have traveled 18U^^ miles from the place we

received our Horses to this. l4 are tired out, but

we hear that there will be no rest for us. we hear that
4

we are to go South, distance 9 miles.

Sunday Oct 16 In CaLmp/. no furloTighs are granted

but we leave for the South so soon as the Boats can

be furnished to carry us down the Mississippi] to

La Crosse. JRe turned over our horses to the Quarter-

master

it th
Monday Oct 16 Last night there was a general stanqjede

from pamp the Boys concluding to go on their own respon-
/^ J ^sibility/to day the /lamp looks deserted leaves of absence

are granted \ff the^olonel^for 2J4 hours^and the Captains

are ordered to get their men back by next Sunday or the

men are to be considered Deserters.

i

1

Stix>ng Diaxy-60

Tuesday Oct 18**^ To day our ^othing arrived, and in

afternoon we had the pleasure of puttii^ on a j6lean

suit once more, in the morning Freeman,came up from

St/paul after me^ went on a leave of absence in the

evening to St/Paul

th / / /^
Wednesday Oct 19 ^aw the £folonel/got ny leave of

absence extended till Sunday morning/^

th /Thursday Oct 20 arrived at home at two O.jClock in

the afternoon.

8t
Friday Oct 21 at home, and visiting

Saturday Oct 22 Hattie and Husband came up. II

but a short time^to spend with ny'* ^lhi?^n/orrin

took me to Anoka, arrived St Paul in the evening by

the Cars.

Sunday Oct 23 Charley went with John Cooper and

yself to the Fort.

th
Monday Oct 21; Dress Parade, read an order that W9

would leave in the morning if the boats arrived froM

below.
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Tuesday Oct 2^ Remained in camp. Rained in the night

^
Wednesday Oct 26^ Up at half past three/started at

daylight^ for Sj^ Paul, arrived there at liyyiock. IJerit

on board of the Boat and Barges of iftiich there was three^^

the river is very low/it has rained a little all day

it was ijnpossible to follow the (Jhannel after dark so

the Boat was tied up till day light, /e ^rched through

St Paul, without any demonstation of any kind being made.

Thursd^ Oct« 2? To day we passed quite a number of

towns- entered Lake Pepin in the evening and about ^/
I / ^^

t fi.plo(^]Me tied up at Lake City for the night/Ve

were allowed to go on Shore and sleep in a Warehouse

which wa^ better than standing around on the Boat

and Barges it being impossible to lay down on board

there being just about standing rooai/this is treating

men^lled into the service of their^Country more like

Hogs, it would have been somewhat better if it had not

rained all the tim^^ were wet, cold, and uncomfortable

Friday Oct 28 yWe are again moving down the river.

Several ^en were left behind at Lake City, a Lieutenant

was left to bring them on. this is the reason wly others

have to be treated more like animals than men because
there is

some will stray off every chance they get and get

drunk therefore all must be treated alike

^

Strong niary-62

.thSaturday Oct ^^^^ at 12 O./lock last we were landed and
'>-^'

^, ,» to the cars like a droVe of cattle. *

^^^<5^^ "^
. "=? ^'^ * f^ passed. off the boat between Sentinels. *e

left at 2 /2 OyJ^lock in the morning, ^e passed through

Portage Watertown Janevilles, and a large number of

places that we could find out the name ofj^ie country

we came through was^/very handsome farming countxv/Land/^

well improved with plenty of wood, night diut out our view

for now we travel in the night as well as in dami^t

Sunday Oct 30^** Last night at 12 Aock we arrived in

Chicago hungry as Wolves, but there nothing to eaV we

were marched through Chicago to the Soldiers Rest a large

Building which belongs to the Sanitary Commission, and a

place for Soldiers to JStop on their down or up. it is

)Jp.ofitted up with Bunks/ we lay down about three olflook

to sleep off our hungry feelings. >4 got a very good

meal at 9 O.CJlock this^ and again at three in the after-

noor^at four we were marched to the Depot, here we

were furnished with first-lass Live Stock /ars.

Monday Oct 31* At 8, O.01ock^ we left Chicago^ on the

Michigan /Central Rail Road^to Michigan /ity Indiana

where we were switched off on to the Michigan /ity and

New Albany road, on this road we passed through

Lafayette, Caspor, Bloomington and other places

•
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•niesday Nov 1«^ This morning when within about two of

New Albarqr our got off the track and our Eeg* was in two

trains/^he ^econd Locomotive on arriveing at the same

place ran off and down an embankment, /o bo^r hurt/the

_ men marched ir, after their arrival /e marched through

New Albany to the Ohio rivei/we crossed on a steam

Feriy Boat to Portland Kentuckv/S the afternoon we

marched to Louisville about three miles and went into

campj? in a few minutes after we got into /amp it was

full of Women and girls with Bread Pies /akes Apples

and Tobacco, a pretty hard sett.

Wednesday Nov 7^ We lay inj^mp till three O^ock/
then we marched to the Depot, and here we took 2^

/lass /lattle j>ars, or, freipht/^st which they want

to put in them^we left at ? /^ock on the Louisville

and NashviUe Rail Road, for Nashville, Tennessee

Thursday Nov 3** /l\ the Land we have seen on our route

through Indiana, Kentucky and Tennessee is mostly clay,

some yellow and the most of it re^n^ part of the

country is veiy rocky^Jfe passed though two tunnel^^
y«fe grossed a river during the ni^t lAiich must have

been Green river. War^ows its effects in that part

of the ^untiy we have passed this afternoon in the

number of places deserted^rops were put into the ground

but were not tended. Ij^t (torn is left standing dont

Strong Diaxy-61i

#
look any better than it does in Minnesota/We have seen

some /fotton to day, small

Friday Nov I We arrived in Na|k|g|irille last night, but

were run back again across the Cumberland river to

remain in the cars till morning^ this morning we were

allowed the privelege of building a fird and getting

seme coffee, then we Marched through Nashville. to take

the cars again for Murfreesboro/john Coope^ had a

chance to go through the town or City, and I got him to

go to the Post office and tell George that, I was here,

but being on Duty could not leave, he came to the

Depot and brought Lieut Col John C Smith with hijn.

they were both glad to see me, and so was I to see the

faces of old acquaintances, the Streets of the ^ty

of Nashville were very mudcfy. J?e arrived at Murfrees-

boro about S.f.dlocV. at altiiough it is only 30 miles.

we were about h hours on the road, on our arrival

here we built fires and made (coffees/then we lay down

on the ground with ±J|je gratification of streching out

at full lengh^Tit being the third time we could so

rai ned
since leaving Fort Snelling. it^has * every day but

two since leaving and we have not had enough to ea^

our Rations got Wet on board the boats, and that no

chance to cook anything if we had an abundance jimLch

we have not

V.f> "W., 'i>v^+>ii-'J(s,
V

W^MMM^SMMMiiMfiM
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Strorig Diary-<¥
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:^

Saturday Nov ^7"" This has been a place of considerable

trade before the war broke out but the people have

learned A lesson Which will not be forgotten very soon,

and that is the Way of the transgressor is hard. Both

Armies have had possession of this place* the ground

has fought over, in some closely contested Battles^^;?^

everything shows iythe nomber of embankments thrown

up the trees /Cut down. Orchards destroyed, fields laid

waste, thrown out to Commons, fences all gone, and yet

the jCountry is infested with Guerrillas/men irtiose

interest had ought to be in the restoring of a Govern-

ment capable to protect them in their property, but

they are blinded to their best interest^ filavery that

JCurse that has brought this War upon our once happy

^ountiy must be blotted out of existenceC^the lords of

this land will have to leam, to eat bread of their

own raiseing or in other words they must leam that they

were not bom to rule this nation* we are a Nation of

FreeJ^ople and we beleive the Government is able to

sustain itself .for we are all a part of it Free^itizens.

Nashville May 7**^ 136^ —-^ ~^
After writing to you the other day I went down to the

River* And What A pight* there was hundreds of Negro, s^

Men Women & ^Children huddled together^ With their

Furniture waiting for A |>hance to go on to some place

where they can earn their livine/ this Jcountiy will have

Strong I>iary-66

A serious job to do^ in^ettleing these liberated slaves

^ere they can make A Uving. there is Land enough to^

till^if they are wiUing to work and that they will be

obliged to do or starve, but A great many of them will

/Suffer before they^ttle down into an industrious

^^ss of producere^as we look around us and think.

What A ^tate of Society this is^ at the present time, but

the time will come \Jhen order will be brought out of

yChaos, and we will see this ^untry in its Glory

Prosperiety will bloom on every side for we as A Nation

will Shine out brighter than ever. We are bound to

prosper, their was A Negro Standing there looking on.

I^ asked him j/hxere these Poor people were goii^yhe said

he did not know but he thought some place lould be

provided for them ^ere they could earn their living,

he said there was some among them that would not work

but would sooner steal for A living^ and he said he

had seen the same among the ^jlfhites, but said he-^'**'^^

/ou dont^ondemn all, because some steal for A livii^

give them A trial and he thought they would do well,

/^/ay I, and I Pray God it may prove A blessing to

both Whites and Blacks, the giving their Freedom.
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