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Original Letter belongs to the heirs of David Davis, 'Bl-•o M •Nti lot1, Ttt, 
29 of August 1 62 

""' 1ari baul t Minnesota 
~ 

My dear Laura 

Your kind letter reached me by this evenings post. 

We have been terribly frightened but now feel 

comparitively ~afe - for many armed men lie between us & the 

scenes of carnage & bloodshed. We are 40 or 50 miles from 

St. Peter & St. Peter is I believe 12 miles east from New Ulm 

where so many murders have been committed. Our poor· desolated state. 

What will become of it - This Indian war will prove its ruin. Our 

village is full of refugees - from towns west of us - who have 

fled panic stricken from their homes. That immense Catholic church 

on a street behind our house is full of Irish. I think I will send 

you the Triweekly St. Paul Press of this week -- and after reading 

it if it will not be too much trouble will you send it to Mother. 

We could-get but o~ copy there is such a demand for papers here. 

Please observe the article on the last page. If there is any 

possibility of a war with the Dakota nation I shall wish to remove 
from Minnesota. 

I was much surprised to bbaerve that your letter was 
postmarked Bloomington. I had supposed you were spending the 

summer in Maine - - I am greived to learn of your ill health. Is 

it your old complaint of rheumatism - - The little ~v~~~~~e~s 

flourish well. They ceased ~rowing about the middle of July. 
\ 

I find that is the custom of L't''7'~fe"'11\ & the remainder of the 
r:'.i~ season the new growth undergoes the process of hardening - -

I 

l_ To return to the Indians - eve~Mothe rs heart has palpitated 

with fear as she has read of the horrid tortures which the savages 
have inflicted upon little children before their parents eyes - -
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" 1ar1 baul t Minnesota ..., 
lly dear Laura 

1 r kind letter reaoaed me by thia evenings poat. 

We aave been terribly frightened but now feel 

00111paritively ~afe - for aany armed men lie between us & tae 

aoenee of carnage & bloode ed. We are 40 or 50 mile• fro• 

I~. Peter & It. Peter i• I belieTe 12 •ile1 ea•t from lew Ulm 

where ao many murders have been committed. Our poor· desolated ata~e. 

WAat will become of it - Thi~ Indian war •111 prove its ruin. Our 

Tillage ia ~11 of refugees - from towns west of ue - who haTe 

fled panic stricken from their homes. That immenee catholic church 

on a atreet behind our house ie full of Irish. I think I will send 

you the Triweekly St. Paul Pr••e of this week -- and after reading 

it if it will not be too much trouble will you eend it to Mother. 

We could.iet but On! copy there is suoh a demand for papers here. 

Please ob&erve the article on the last page. If there ie miy 

poeaibility of a war with the Dakota nation I ahall wieh ~o remove 
from Minnesota. 

~ 

I waa much &u:rprieed to obaerTe that your letter waa 
postmarked Bloomington. I had supposed you were spending the 

aummer in Maine - - I am greived to learn of your 111 health. Ia 

it your old complaint of rheumatism - - The little ~-~~~~~~~~ 

flourish well. Ther ceased "-rowing about the middle of Jul7 • 

' 

'> ¥ 

• I find that i• the cu•to• of .L-tl?'~fec!'11S & " remainder of the 

1eaeon tae new srowta undergoe• the prooeea of harden1Jli - -

To return to ill• Indiau - ev Ko'tbers hea;rt a• palpitated 

wita fear aa •be hae read of the aorrid 'torture• which the eaYages 
na•e inflicted ,..,on little cllildren before their pa.rent• •Y•• - -
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Two children were found alive nailed to the side of the house -
others fastened to the ground by stakes driven through them. It 
is estimated that ~O women & children have been carried into 
captivity. This is worse than death - Little did I think when a 

-child I studied the history of the pilgrims & read of Indian 
. wars that I should live to see the day when I should . look fearfully 

around my own home for the skulking of the savage foe - This village 
has been a place of rendevous for - one band of Sioux in particular " c8J. led - V{4rp-tl\vle 5 or Leaf Shooters, - - Mp Faribault an old 

I Indian trader lives here - & there have been for years - a 
number of teepees or wigwams in the woods near his dwelling - When 
the news of the outbreak fir s t reached us with it came a rumor that 
the "Big Woods" were full of the savages preparing an attack on 
Faribault - The excitement was intense - Schools were broken up 
& parents & children flew to find each other. Such a search for 
guns, powder & shot & bullets, wa s never known before - A company 
of cavalry was organized as soon as possible - & started out towards 
the setting sun to meet the foe - while all the men remaining in 
town organized themselves into a "Home Guard" - Few Ladies - few 
verr few Mothers slept or undressed that night, although a patrol 
guard surrounded the town & every precaution was taken to secure 
safety for women & children in case of an attack. But the morning 
sun which rose over many a murdered fanily & desolated home -
found the village of Faribault unmolested. If Gov. Ramsey sends a 
single regiment or company or one man to the war - I will not stay 

• 

in F. thl'Ough the winter. We need everyone & men from other states 
for the protection of our frontier. The savages have had a taste of 
blood they will Want more. I have been indignant that Minnesota should 

-
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be called upon for so many men - ~any ladies.have prophesied that 
the Indians would rise - so many white men have gone to the war • 

Ever yours dear Laur a 

l'l11s Li; o 111., II'.]> U a.117'J S '4J ett T.. h.a..A 
I'-\ R c; S w e1f w a.. ~ LR u 7f. fl g &J i 'j 'i of 

Ct111To"') r LI, I nl fl /5. 

Elisa. 
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