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Salt Lake City
3 December 1^64

Dear Brother, Mother and Children,
Within I let you knov/ that I am in good health and feel well.

I hope that these few lines will reach you in good health, and joy-
ous mood.

As this short letter has left me. Dear Mother, Please be not
angry at me that I haven't written sooner. I wanted to find first
a place to stay but that is hard to find. I'm traveling to Arizona
with John Atrub.

We're worried about the Northwest Indians and the bandit (badman)
Mr. Wolek. Throup^h sweat and fear we made it and so will get
through these canyons. ^

Yesterday, we had 6" of snow. Today its almost gone agaiq^^ tip
Dear Brother, I wrote from Camp (Rob,Cob,Pob?) but don't know

if you Pveceived it or not. Therefore I will give you a story of my
travels from Camp .Ro^? /VpcWe had a joyous (good) trip through^ the

the Missouri River, ThereDakotas to
Tears were in mv eyes when we

we met General Souliry (Sully)
met him and we stayed there for

ten days. It was 4 hard days on the Hart River, where General S<^ully
drove the Indians 60 miles back, with a war cry, to the little
Missouri River. The Indians almost frot me there if it wasn't for
the soldiers that came to help, I mipht've been killed. I also
participated in a 3 day battle with the Indians. Mr. Wamayer was
shot and killed. We found tracks, trapped them and killed them all.
John Braunwart of Carver and I were attempting to cross the Yellowstone
River and John fell and drowned before I could help him. Then I went
40 miles to the Madison River to Fort Union. We could not return to
the Yellov/stone River on account of the Indians. General Scully went
back to the States and we had no choice but to hire a guide to Fort
Benton he charpied us $125.00. We paddled a canoe down the Milch
(Milk?T~River and we became seasick and found a cabin (Shelter ) . The
Indians watched us for awhile. Myself ,Heinrick Goodman, (Hans, Happ, or
Haas, (unreadable )from Wanakeeta went some days back to buy one ox
and three cows. We were waylaid by 11 Indians and have been robbed
of 1 ox and 1 cow and hardly escaped with our life* In the meantime
we got to Fort Union and Fort Benton, they had many buffaloes. You
could see them by the thousands. We ate buffalo meat. At the Teton
River a^ain were Indians. They came to us to exchange Buffalo skins.
In a few days we were full of lice. On the 12th of September we came
again to Fort Benton and wanted to build but thire was a shortage d5f

wood. We left Fort Benton ondav.'uainy Sunday, there was a man from
the train and he took us along. The train had 2 hills (or mountains)
to climb. We made slow progress and finally reached a quicksilver
mine. Larson, Rump and Henning and others and I remained there 10
dyas. We didn't accomplish a tfiing. Then we went to Virginia City
(Must mean Virginia City, Montana, which is a ghost town today)
the goods are very reasonable and cheaper than in the states and it

is a very lively town. It is the principle city of the territory.
It is a hike of five miles(50?) to the next city. (He used the v/ord

Omnibus, which is a fcerman word meaning transport which in this case
must mean transport self) I believe in two years Virrinia City v;ill

not be the same as today. If you hock something for $5.00 in a
Hock Shop it will cost you $22.00 to redeem it.
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Goodman, Comstock and Habeiscen and mvQoi <• v.^-.» • j ^u
^we had an early winter On th^ rt ,!r n^^ P "^ remained there

snoe and the river was frozen T f u
October, we had alot of

mountains and encountered inches^ofs'now'' "f 'f.\^°^ ^""^
snow lucky with my pal fHe nampH k?! ? ^ ^.^'°^ through the
must be a dor or ho?se more fh!n ^^ P^l b"t it is unreadable
stole my pal and I wss'sTon^ = " ^"-^^H ^"""^^^ Then somebody
I'm not^yet where I wLted to fo'" r'i^ • ^f^ .^^ ^^""'l ^im yet.
and everything is iSS^eSif^ T^morro^l Su" ''on''

"

but i.p\%^ii^y^u-Lfi!;;^^ -e.
and (tSL1a\"i^nrsf;ji;?I fo^JaJSn%"1,^"^

"^^^^^°- ^^ -

I remain your Trusting;
Straightforward Brother

Jacob Urbach

Translated from Hi^h German
by Mr. Albert Siemorth
August 9,196^
by Jeanne Urbach Arthur

/ScM'oq Oi-eaon 1 1 C ^

'TW^^-
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snow and the river was froren t 1 £ October, we had alot of
mountains and encountfren ^Aches'^of sJo? '?' 'fP/°^ l""^snow lucky with mv oal fH^ nomo^ v,- ?^; ' ^°^ through the
must be a dog or horse' iSe fh!n ^-^ P^l but it is unreadable
stole my pal and I wfl'aTonI «^f?n ^h^? ^""^^^ ^^^" somebody
I'm not yet where I wfnted to^. ??^ ? ^f^ .1°^ ^°""'^ ^^i" yet.
and everj:thing is \.IT:^J.%11\ ^^Zo^r^^l shaTwo^L^'
but i.p\%=n--^L%l!7jf?Jf-.Je-"" —

.

and (tSStrLrsfig^l^l fo°S?aJSrf
,^"^ "^^^^^°- ^^ -

I remain your Trusting
Straightforward Brother

Jacob Urbach

Translated from High German
by Mr. Albert Siemorth
August 9,196^
by Jeanne Urbach Arthur

-V^"

INTENTIONAL DUPLICATE EXPOSURE
DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102



;

o.il^ /o

C\ub
Ni

(Uul,A i>^*\A.
I

^±P^ ^2 -^4 Ga^SU. ru^ J TAji

AT^

jYVvo K>UA<

C^ C" 'r Lt^ h cA/v

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102



DEFECTIVE PAGE
-«

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102



i c

I
Salt I-nke Citv
3 Decerabcr ] f^.6/f i'
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Dear Brother, fsothcr and Children,
Within I let you knov/ that I am in e;ood health and feel v;cll.

I hope that these fev; lines will reach you in good health, and joy-
ous mood.

As this short letter has left me, Dear Mother, Please be not
anp;ry at me that I haven't v;ritten sooner. I wanted to find first
a place to stay but that is hard to find. I'm traveling to Arizona
with John Atru'b.

We're worried about the Northwest Indians and the bandit (badman)
Kr. Wolek. Throu"-h sweat and fear we made it and so will j^^et

through these canyons. ^
Yesterday, we had 6" of snow. Today its almost gone again^^^^- fc^^-
Dear Brother, I wrote from Camp (Rob, Cob, Fob?) but don't know

snoD and the river was frozen T L/xJ^ ^^'''''. T ^^^ ^^^^ ^^
mountains and encountered 6 inches'^ofsno7 '? ^flJ'''' l^^snow lucky with my pal. (He nS h°s pal h

"'"' ^^''°'"'' '^°

if y'UCi
T) ey r^ n i -y' c^ r^
A V ^ V^ V^ ^ w S^ ^& it or not. Therefore I will give you a story of my

». T-

. lijChj^^ hard days' on the Hart River, v;here General S(^ully
c Indians 60 miles back, with a war cry, to the little

travels from Camp Roh-? prP^'^^e had a joyous (rood) trip throurh ooe
Dakotas to the Missouri River, There we met General -Set^Hrv (Sully

)

Tears \^reA;i^ mv eyes v;hen v;e met him and v;e stayed there for
ten days "^

drove the
Missouri River. The Indians almost p^ot me there if it v/asn't for
the soldiers that came to help, I mipht've been killed. I also
participated in a 3 day battle v/ith the Indians. Mr. Wamaver v;as

shot and killed. We found tracks, trapped them and killed them all.
John Braunwart of Carver and I were attempting to cross the Yellowstone
River and John fell and drovmed before I could help him. Then I went
40 miles to the Madison River to Fort Union. V/e could not return to
the Yellcv/stone River on account of the Indians. General Scullv went
back to the States and v;e had no choice but to hire a ruide to Fort
Benton he charred us $12 5.00. V/e paddled a canoe dov/n the Milch
(Milk?7^River and v;e became seasick and found a cabin(Shelter ) . The
Indians v/atched us for awhile. Myself , Heinrick Goodman, (Hans, Happ, or
Haas, (unreadable )from Wanakeeta v/ent some days back to buy one ox
and three cov;s. V/e v/ere waylaid by 11 Indians and have been robbed
of 1 ox and 1 cow and hardly ebCrtpcd with cur life^ In the meantime
v;e got to Fort Union and Fort Benton, they had many buffaloes. You
could see them by the thousands. V/e ate buffalo meat. At the Teton
River ap'ain were Indians. They came to us to exchanp-e Buffalo skins.
In a fev/ days v;e v;ere full of lice. On the 12th of September we came
again to Fort Benton and v;nntcd to build but thdire v;as a shortage; 6f
wood. V/e left Fort Benton onnavrainy Sunday, there v/as a man from
the train and he took us along. The train had 2 hills (or mountains)
to climb. We made slov/ progress and finally reached a quicksilver
mine. Larson, Rum.p and Henninr and others and I remained there 10
dyas. V/e didn't accomplish a thing. Then we went to Virp:inia City
(Must mean Virginia City, Montana, which is a ghost town today)
the goods are very reasonable and cheaper than in the states and it
is a very lively tov/n. It is the principle city of the territory.
It is a hike of five miles(50?) to the next city. (He used the v/ord
Omnibus, which is a rerman v;ord meaninr transport v;hich in this case
must mean transport self) I believe in tv/o years Virrinia City v/ill
not be the same as today. If you hock something for $5.00 in a
Hock Shop it will cost you $22.00 to xuducm it.

I remain your Trustim
Brother

Jacob Urbach

Translated from High German
by Mr. Albert Siemorth
August 9,196^
by Jeanne Urbach Arthur
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