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Feaeral Rcooras SurveyW work don Dy Mary :. Rcfcd,*tlJL Jiint. ll,
1937.

Lett re in poescsBlon oi Mrs. Alt.an koor. , 105 Wren Street , Jackson.

Colltoxion consists of fiv- letters written from ^Imlslu, Minn*
to Hanover I Micnigan.

Sally ?/ood Letter No. 1

"Aug. 36 - 1862

Otr

"My Very Dear Brother

It is a Tery long tim. sinoe I have written

health poor but that is not th^ most trouble, I havc never

written to my friends during these perilous times. ThcSc are

timcS that try men*s souls. We tnought it was bad enougn to

have our )Oor men killed oif by tn. rebelSi by the thousands

but when we come to bu obligtd to fortify against tn. savage

Indian that is quite anotn.r thing whioh is now thv oast; h^^ie

in St. Oloud. . . • In call from where I am writing th.y are

building a xortilication against the savagLS. On^ man who is

working on it oame sixty mil^s aDov^ us. H^ started witn his

\ family and a long stock of oatilw.. His father and brother were

b*ihind driving tn m. The Indians nad murdcr«id all th family

|; ... .he started and left all his crops standing in tn:, fi^^ld in

I hopes to escape out tney were overtak n and his fatner and

brotht^r killed and he oamt^ on and luft his fatn r ana brother

;f
on the ground dead. And ncre he is with one yok of oz.n and

wife and ohlldren but not one thing to eat. He told p rly he

had nothing to eat nor could h.. eat if ne nad it. He is not

T^ along th^re are hundreds here in the s&me way in St. cloud

^ that have come from a grt^at distance The town is full, ws
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left last Uonday and left our wauat and oats atanaing in tiie

shook. Quinoy left at Xtx( samt time for K>^ntucky ana T7iliia«

for uiohigan witn his family. ^Ycryonc for tnLmstlves or tnat

is the way some oo that has the money. A great many men are

Sending their wives.... and mothers to St. Paul and out of the

state. NO n.an is allowed xo leave th. state smoe William has

gone. The Men in sauks Rapids are building a iortifioation

around Days(7) Hotel. One resiment of troo )S that start v.d to

go south were sent baok, got HeTe last night and this morning

started itauLga for Fort Rip ley. Since I wrote the last line

whilst I was stopping to r^st a wagon drove uo with a man in

it on a hed who had been snot b> an Indian at Ferris City

about 3^ miles from us where th.y murdered so many. The man* s

naae was Yost • his wife's mother lives here ana she took Dr.

palmer who lives whore we live not more than two rode and went

out ana Drought him in 10 men so long to get him off

the wagon. He had a brave wife. She after her husbemd fell

on the floor ana she thought he was dead managed to keep off

a number of Indians through the night until assistance came...

I have not It^arned whether they think aim moMly wounded

or not, The Sioux tribe that shot him. It is the Ohip*

piways that we are al'^aid of at present. The head chief's

name is "Hole in the Day" had been very friendly all along

offered to help us fight the South. He said he had scv^nty

trained waiii eig that woula be glad to help dux there had been

difficulty with tne agent about their pay. Mr. Sweete was

sent up a week ago out he said h. was not ihc nan he wanted to

see 9t he told him he had tried to* at Washington and some

•3-

other places but could not and now he must be....... ur.

Sweete is autherised by the government to give them fourteen

thousana dollars. He went up day before yesterday. The last

news from ceune last night saying the Indians has held a council

sally S. Wood**

Sally Wbod Letter ko. 2

•Sept. 5 - 1863

"Dear Brother

We are in great trouble now in linn.sote (Sic^.

The Indians arc upon us by the thousand, we are all tiXpcOting

then every night everyone is leaving the state that can get

away, we have horses ana cat.lei wheat ana oats out it is

impos ible to sell anything for money ana William nas gone to

lew Hampshire or I could get the money from him. If I come

Jose will come with me and Tomorrow will tell the

story. The Sioux Indians nav. caaped near ana the Ohippiway

are all arouna us- it is exp^otea they intend to fight, they

say we shall know tomorrow the town is all in ooniusion, Bobby

ana David will stay no more ^man^ is allowea \,o l.ave tne

state, if any chance to sell tne personal property th^y will

do it. If you oan s^nd me 30 dollars to carry Almora(7) ana

aysclf to Michigan, oh ny brother. .. .this moment that tne

Indians are killing people witnin six miles ox us. if you

send the au>ney send it qiiick we maybe all dead before that
csio,

time. This may be the last you ever n^ar form me.
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Tour aff Bister

Saiiy wood*

Hote: Tills letter was wriit-n on vnc oauic oi tnc letter dated

Aue-26-62, unaer very a arent nerve strain. Hand

writing was so snaky it was very bad to read in some places.

Sally Wood was a sister of Kaviianiel P. Drake, Sr. |

wnose feunily history ap ears among tints colleotion.

Sally wood Letter Ko. 3

•ElmlBlc Aug 5-»6;5

"Dear Brotner

Tou may be somewliat sur^^rised in reading unis

letter to fina tnat we nave some idea of leaving Minnesota «>

tne muon lovcd Minnesota now ialested «ii.n hositlle inaxans out

tuttk is the oase witn many at tnis time Perly(7) has never

been contented her^ in the best ot times nis ye nas bver be^n

turned toward ulonigan but I have been ever been pleased and

Happy in int sunny eind n.4ltnful olimatc of tnis state until

tne Indian man knock ana even now I regret to tnink of leaving

it and it is very hard for me to tnink of leaving this bracing

atmos pnere.

1f?very nlgnt when we go to bed we tnink it is as

likely as any way we sntJLi b^ murdered before morning. Tnore

Is no knowing anytning about tnemi no man goes out of St. Cloud

without being armed. |^e live down the river four milts from

St. Oloudi on tne river «> ana it is so low now a man can forde

/

it on foot without any trouble. On the otner side of the

ICississippi ten or twelve miles tney nave killed a number of

whites and men nave to leave their feirms ana go into town,

Clearwater. There is a large Jleoe of mcdov back oi tne town

some four or fivt. miles where tney say are 400 Sioux inaians.

fe have 100 soldi ers in sear on of tnem, but could not find any

but at the same time the Ix^dians would be tnis side killing

sen ana stealing horii'^a ilrlrig at tnt ^en who arc out on their

farmB cutting tnt ir nay. tnats tne way Uuy ijre raiding aoout

all the tias« We have had an oifer tor our farm and Wiliiiixn

thinks we had bett r sell ana go to Mionigan some wnere cjad

told mu I hvA better ^rritc to you to look around or perhaps

you know of some sntll farm wltn a good comfortabi-; fram d

nousc and orcnard| wood ana water on ii tnat could befcougnt

reafjonaole some where in your part of tnc^ country. I should

Ilk to find a man who wanuea to sell to clear a mortgueiw or

to go to some oihLr place. I aon^t expect to fina such a chance

ImffKaiatily in your vicinity but ^crnajs thcrv may be. We

shoiaa like to haVL you and Livtrmorv look arouna ana Una if

such a farm coula be founa ana wnat it coula be bougnt for or

now much they would ask p^^x acre. It is tnou^t by many tnat

there will be a general outbreaking of Inaians mis fall and

William thinks we nad better get away tnis fall if we can

let us know what we can de :cna upon*

Saiiy wood"

P*&* "We have two government guns loaded f^rtxy night and stand

by oiir bed if we snould n^d them. *>
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Sally wood Letter ITo. 4

My Dear Kleoe

•Elmialc June 2y - ld63

I aa In tnc lana of tne lirlng yet.

Tlio Indiana nave not got my scalp yet but I oannot tell now

•oon la^y may. Tnc Slouz art in rcDaliion againflx the wJtiltee

now. Some tnlnJc tney will trouolc us again tnis fall out I

Hope not. ftki^ war still continues ana I tetxi it will tor a

long lime yet unluss tna nortn are more auocasslul tnan tiic;y

nave Deen oi late. I tnlnk It Ib a wicked war. Tnc troubled

mlbiit nave been b tattled wixnout so muoli olooaened ir wc nad

ore wise ana ;,xud at m^n at tne n^ad of our government. Tao

union nlp;nt navo bo^^n saved ana we a nappy people at wnat we

are now or ever anall be again. But enougn ot tnis un-lcasant

subject
• • •

"Dear Uncle

Your aff aunt

8. S. ^ood«

Letter from William wood to Natnaniel Drake

"Sauks Rapias, Minn.

Oct. St - es

We are once more at nomt all sale ana souna ana

find notning jnobodyj eitncr killed or woimdcja malmea or Harmed
in person or property by tne inaians.

I found all my property^ nouac barns store and otaer

property Just ae I left it ana am now Xariiy sctteled aown to

•7-

business again rma am rignt glaa tn. long Journ.y nas b.en pre-
loraed ana over witn all its nardsnipe dust, cola, jottings and
trouble. I am going to stay at liome now at least for two years

Our inaian trouDlv.» are pretty muon at an end and
so far as aotual danger is ooncernca tnere is no lurtner t^ax.

Some banas of sioux not yet captured are wanaaring arcuna

we nave now 8000 Troops for i;ne purpose of driving tae Inoian
from tnc state so taat I nave no doubt but mat we snail now
bo freed from tnc red rascals

• • • •

• •

Tours

W.H. ^ood"

lotet On anotner page not dated Mr. Wood writ est

"^^* taousanaa of busn la of grain weni, to waste lor
want of attmLion auring tn inaian .xoltem.nt. Bf^nas of

Sioux ixna OW.:);)eways are pltxnning war - IbOO Sioux arc now
saia to be marcning on Col Tilly on the river aide

no ooubi. tn.>re are Indians nougn lo kill rai -.ne wnit js if
tney oarea out ool pope intenas to ut an -xtlngulaner on tne
wnol*. pack ol ta^m ana send tncds from tae state or kill tnai
outxignt. We nave tne troops to ao it now..

William''

lotai tnis aeema to be i;art of tn. lat letter irom

William written Oct, 20 IbBS
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