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Federal Rccords Surviyl= work don. by Mary 7. Raed,“&lt June 11,
1937.

Lett .r8 in noescesion ot Mrs. Altan Moor., 105 Wrecn Strecet, Jackson.

collcecvion consisis of five letters writton from “lmislc, Minn,
to Hanover, Mjichlgan,

Sally Wood Letter No. 1

"My Very Dear Brother

It i8 a very long timc since I have written.......
health poor but that is not the moet trouble., I have never
written to my friends during thesc perilous ivimes. TheB8:c are
timcs that try men's souls. We thought it wae bad enough to
have our noor men killcd otf by thc rebels, by the thousands
but when we come to be obliged to fortify against thce savage
Indian that is quite anotn.r thing whioch 18 now th- case here
in 8t. Cloud.... In call from where I am writing thcy are
bullding & fortification against the savagcs. Onc man who is
working on it came sixty milcs above us, He started witn his
family and & long stock of cattlc, His father and brother were
b<hind driving th m. The Indians had murdcred all th. family
.....he started and Left all his crops standing in tne ficld in
hopees to cscapc but they werc overtak:n and his father and
brother kiiled and hc came on and left his father and brothcer
on the ground dead. And hcre he is with one yokc of oxen and
wife and ohildren but not onc thing to eat. He told P.rly he
had nothing to ecat nor could he cat if ne nad it. He is not
along tnch are hundrede here in the samc way in 8t. Cloud

that have come from & great distance, The town is full., We
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left last Monday end left our wncat and oats stanaing in the
shock, Quincy left at the same time for Kentucky ana William
for Michigan with his family. 7©veryone for themsclves or that
18 the way some do that has the money. A great many mcn are
scnding thelr wives....and mothers to St. Paul and out of the
state, No man is allowed to leave the state since William has
gone, The Men in Sauks Rapids are building a fortification
around pays(?) Hotcl. One regiment of troops that startcd to
go south were sent back, got here last night and vhis morning
started xaxga for Fort Rip:ley. 8Since I wrote the last Line
whiled I was stopring to rest a wagon drove up with a man in
1t on & bed who had been snot by an Indian at Ferris City
about 3@ miles from us wnere thecy murdered so many, The men's
name was Yost - his wife's mother lives hcere and she took Dr.
Palmer who lives where we live not morc than two rode and went
out and brought him in...........10 men 80 long to get him off
the wagon. He had & brave wife, She after her husband fell
on thc floor ana she thought he was dead managed to keep off

& number of Indians through the night until assistance came...
«e...I have not learned whetner they think nim me»¥dy wounded
or not.......The S8ioux tribe that shot him. It is tne Chip=-
)iways that we are atsald of at precsent. The head chietf's
namc is "Hole in the Day® had been very friendly all zlong
offered to help us fignt the South. He sald he had seventy

trained-ggrrrers that woula pe glad to help putr there nad been

difficulty with tnec agent about their pay. Mr. Sweete was
sent up & weck ago bput he sald he was not Lhe mén he wanted to

sec & he t0ld him he had tried to,......at washington and some

-

other placecs butl could not and now he musit be.,...... MI.

Sweete 1s autherised by the government to glve them fourteen

thousand doliars., He went up day before yesterday. The last

news from came last night saying the Indians has held a council.

Sally 8. wWood"

Sally Wood Letter No. 3

"gept. 5 - 1863

"Dear Brother

We are in great troublc now in Minncsote  slio,.
The Indians arc upon us by the whousand, We are all expeoting
them every nignt everyone is leaving thc state that can get
away. We have horses and calv.le, wheal ana oats but it 1s
imposcible to sell anything for moncy and William nas gone 0
New Hampsnire or I could get the moncy from nim. If I oome
Jose will come with me and......... Tomorrow will tell the
story. The Sioux Indlens nave camped ncar ana the Chippiway
are all arouna us-~ it is expectea they intend to fignt. they
say wc shall know tomorrow the town 1s &ll ia oconiusion. Bobby
and David will stay no more gman, is allowea 1o lcave tac
state, 4f any ohance to sell tnc p.rsonal propcrty they will
do Lt. If you ¢an scnd me 30 dollars to carry Almora(?) and
mysclt to Michigan. Oh my brother....vhis moment thati tne
Indians are kiliing pcople witnin eix milcs o us, 1f you
send the money send it quiock we maybe all dead before that

vime. This may be the last you ever ncar tform me,
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Your aff sister

Sally Wood"

Thig letter wae written on the bagck of the lLetter daved

Aug=26-63, unacr very a; arent nerve sirain, Hand

writing was so shaky it was very bad to read in some places.

3ailly wood was & sister of Natnanlel P. Drake, Sr.,

whose family history ap:cars among inis collection,

sally wood Letter No. 3

"Clmisle Aug 5='69

"Dear Brother

You may be somewhat surprised in reading vnis
letter to find that we have some 1dea ol Leaving Minnesota =
the muoh loved Minnesota now intesicd wiih hosuvile inaians buv
vuay is the case with many at this time. Perly(?) has never
been contented here in the best of times his cye h&as bver becn
turned toward Michigan but I have been ever been pleased and
hanpy in wnc sunny and hcalthful climate of tnis state until
the Indian man knock ana even now I regret to think of leaving
it and it is very hard for me to think of leaving this bracing
atmosphere,

rvery night when we go to bed we think 1t ie &s
likely as any way we shall be murdered before morning. There

18 no knowing anything about them, no man goes out of 8t. Cloud

without being armed. Je live down the river four miles from

8t. Cloud, on the river - ana 1t ie 80 low now & man can torde

-5-

1t on foot without any trouble. On the other side of the
Mississippl ten or twelve milcs they have killed a number of
whites anc men nave to leave their farms ana go invo town,
Clearwetcer. There ie & large dlece of mcdow back ol the town
some four or five miles where they say are 400 Sioux Indlians.
We have 100 scldlers in scarch of them, but could not find any
but at the same time “he Indiens would be vhis sidc killling
men ant stezling horscs riring et the men who arc out on their
ferms cutting thely nDay. thats the way they are raiding aboub
all the Lime. We have had an oifer 1or our farm and Willianm
thinke we had beti.r 2211l ana go to Mlonigan some where and
t0ld me I had better write to you to look around or perheps
you know of eomo smell farm wiih & good cemtortable fram.d
nousc¢ and orcaard, wood anc weter on 1t taal could bqbougnt
reagsonaplc some where in your part of tae country. I should

like 1o tind a man who wenied 10 scll to clear a mortguge or

to go Lo some othcr place. I con't expect 1o find such a chance

immediasily in your viciniiy but perbaps therc may be. We
ghoulc like to have you and Livermore look around anc rinc if
suoch & farm coula be founa and what it coula be bougat for or
now much they would ask p.r eacre. It 1s ithought by many tnad
therc will be & gencral outvreaking of Indians ithis fall and
william thinke we nad better get away this fall 1if we can.....
let us know what we oen depena upon.

Sally woodn®

P.S. "%We have two government guns loaded every nigat and stand

by our bed if w: siould nccd them, "

\
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Sally wood Letter Wo. 4 businesas again ana an rigat glaa shac¢ long Journsy nas been DT gw

| ‘ Iormed and over with all 1ts nardsnips dust cold, jottin 8 and
"Cimisle June 29 - 18832 . : 2 &
trouble, I am going to stay at home now at leaar for two years...,
"My Dear HNicoge
Qur Indian trounl.s are Pretly much at an end and
sevsceesee]l am in the land of the living yet.
‘ 80 far as actual danger is concernea there is no turther fear,
The Indians nave not got my escalp yet but I cannot tell now
Some bands of Sioux not yet ¢aptured are wandering around.....
soon inecy may. Tne Sioux are in rebelliion agsinst the whites
’ , We have now BOOO Trooons for tae purpose of driving the Indian
now. Some unink they will trouble us agein this fall but I
. ’ from thc State 8o tnat I have no doubt but tmat we snall now
hope nov. The war still continues ana I fear it will zor &

be frecd from tne red rascéls...........,,
long time yet unless ths north are more successliul than they

p YourB.O..OO
have been or late., I think it is & wicked war. The HToudle

| . W.H. Wood®
might havo been setiled witnous 80 much bloodsned it we had

v . e . & i — P —— m
more wise ana rud-nt men at the nead of our VOVLrnmynt. The Hote: On another page nov dated ¥r. Wood wrltes:

Union might have been saved ana we a heppy peoplc at what we

¢ o " ] I ) I o ( -, ~ L
are mow or ever snall be agaln, Bub cnough of tNis unoleasant veooe » "but tnoussnas ot bupncls of graln wenv to waste tor

vant of attention auring th. Indien cxoitement. PBanas oY
BubjectOOOOOOOIOOIOCO

Your aff aunt Sioux nna Chippeways are plunning war - 1500 Sioux arec now
1

82104 T0 be marening on Col Tilly on the river #ide, . .o00...

Q '3.

no doubt there are Indians cnough o0 kill 2Ll tne wniteg if
they carca buv 0ol pope intenas t0 Hui an ¢xtinguisher on the
Letter from William wood to Fathaniel Drake
whole pack of them and send them from the state or kill them
"Sauks Rapias, Minn, outright. We nave tne UIo0p8 10 Q0 16 NOWeesrivrinennns...
Cct. 28 - 62 Bt 5ot isnnddptdds s
"Dear Unocle williemn
We arc oncc more at home &ll s&lc anc sound anc Kote: Tnis sceme to be pari of tnc lat letver trom
Tind nothing gnobody, either killed or woundec melmed or hermed William wristen Octv., 30 = 1BG2
in person or property by tne Incians.

I found all my Property, housc barns storc and other

PIToperty just as I left it ana am now farily sctteiced down to

\ ’
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