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BURG BLOCK,
ST. PETER, MINNESOTA.

-

£°%L - ¢, R. DAVIS, i -
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW, }

April 24th, 1899,

& Hon. B. H. Randall,
Winona, 'finn.

My Dear lajor:-
| You_rsmember about the time vou left St. Peter, I
) purchased from vou the 18 foot strip on the north and the 19 foot strip
: on the oast of my dwelling house yroperty,for the sum of $25.0C These
. two_striys are now known as Sub lot 62% on the tax cuplieate.  You
b still owm the balance of the 19 foot strip runsning north and south through

that Block,~that is between the loehl yprojerty anc ths Bowers prorertiy.
This little strip is designated on the tax list as Sub Lot 63%. Ses
pencil mayp enclosed. A coupis of vears aso I removed mv barn from its
location on the side street back into the center of the Bloeck to the
northeast corner of mv proyerty,as indicated on encloset skstech.

Going further into detail will say that I keep a cow in this barn
and durins ths swueier season pasture her down below Bittner's in Albert
Burg's pasture. On several occasions last swuer while the Loy who
takes care of myv cow was leadirs; her through this strip,Sub Lot 65%,and
in no manney interfering therewith,he was informed not'ﬁa do 80 any
more anG consequently I have been oblized to have cow brought around the
entire Block and over the lawn bLy my house. It occurad to rie recently
that owing to_the location of my barn anc to prevent a pepetition of the
occuranca of last swmer,it would be henficiai for me to purchase this
%ittle strip from vou if possible,simply as a risht of way out from my

arn.

jo, 218

¥ ?




"~ c. R. DAVIS,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW,
BURG BLOCK,

ST. PETER, MINNESOTA.

#R .+

| Mr. Loehl doss not cultivate any portion of the rear half of this
Blosk formerly owned by Bowers,as he did in former years,hence this stri{
ig of no material valus to him or the adjoining owners on the sast,sxcej

for right of way,and that is all I desire it for. T have alwgys
supposed that lir. Loehl was payirg the taxes upon this strip euch year
in consequence of vour allowing him to cultivate it, I find howsver

upon investisation of the records that he has failed to pay the taxes
from the vear 1889 to the present time,until after they hecame delinquent,
excepting the vear 1893, and in some of those years he has bid the
proyerty in at delinquent projerty tax sale,apyarantly attempting to
obtain tax title thersto. The following is & complete statement of the
taxes paid hv him after LecoMng delinguent,including interest,penalty
ete. up to this date,viz:

Tax for 1889,amount kmxeaimyx® required to redeem at this date,
Tax for 189Q, * - N . .

Tax for 1891, * . » o

& r , * 3 . 3 . .9 .
Tax for 1893, (paid before becoming delinquent) hence no lien,
Tax for 1894,amdunt requirecd to redeem to date, - ~ - - = - - -~ -
Tax for 1895, * " v :

Tax for 1896, " . . '
Tax for 1897, . ¥ . oy i
Gurrent tax to be paid this vear, - - - - - - - - ==

R 7




‘1. ¢. R. DAVIS,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW,
BURG BLOCK,
ST. PETER, MINNESOTA.

#3.

This amount will be required in case vou desire Lo redesm,and as
there has not as yet bheen an¥ notice published limiting time in which
owner can redeem,this propsrty is subject to redemption by the owner or
his assigns. In proportion to what I ypaid vou for the other strips
the value of this striy Sub Lot €&%,would not excssed $12.5Q, but under
the circumstiances 1 wi.i give vou $10.00,and in addition thereto redesm
from_these dalinXuent taxes and tax sales,which altogether would amount
te aiy.gﬁg ggorainzgly I enclose vou deed covering this projerty
and mv ciclk 180460, - Mif satisfactory to vou please have deead i
executed and return to me. leass let me hear from vou at once. %;

Yours very truly, g

L ton—w
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Winona T-':lnh. Febﬁi’ary 32hd ,/“ 1894.
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Gov.Wn.R,Marshall,
Seeratary Minnesota Histerical Seciety,
St Pa&l/Minn.
Dear Sir:- Your card of a reecent date requesting reminiscences of Forid
*s 3nelling and Ridgely with a sketeh of ay life i@ receivead,

The announceaent that you had been recently electad to the 6
office of secratary of the Minnesota Historical Seciety gives me an
oppartunity of expressing much satisfaction that our foraer secratary,
J.F.,Willians who is held by all in high esteoghas been sueﬁ.ded by one
so peculiarly suited for the duties of the offiece as yourself , and the
digcharge of which will te te ycu as a labor of love,

The weight of three score and ten years is already a burden,
and the work of the reaper in the removal of five of the old settiars
in as many sueccessive weeks and in which were represented Statesaen,
the prvfessions,clarical,léw and medieine,all prominent in ferming our
State government and contributing in a marked degree to its greatness
ana glory is an admonition that those who were actors in the early his-
tory of our teﬂﬁitory must soon leave its perpetuity to others,

The events of my iife and the humble part T played in the
2arly days of the territerial life of Minneseta,wili necessarily be

brief and unintereéting. Tt may in part allay euriesity and relieve

the obituary comaittes of the 0ld Settlers Association frea the iabor




incident to their office.

1 was born at Greensboro ,Veramcnt on November 25th I823,Wile
liam and Deborah Randall were the nanes of my father and mether. All
Vermenters at that time were honest and nearly all were poor. If to be
of the latter class were a virtue,but few observed the decalogue aore
scrupulously than we, My father was a soldier in the war of 1812 and
1815,WMas a patriot and for his country right er wreng.He was a farmer
and malle many sacrifices to educate his family of six sons and two
daughters, T attended public schools until fourteen years of age,and &
the Seminary at Craftsbutg,winters/dntil I was twenty.

When T started west @ staid one year with my relatives at
Henveiton,w.vﬂland in 1644 went to Tliyimeis.The next year T taught
school in MiSSOur§;was clerk in the Clinton House,Peoria,-was clerk
one y=zar™ in American House ,Springfield Ill,,and in Gee C.Bestors ’Land
Office ,Peoria. On the completion of the Michigan and Illinois Canal I
owned and ran a boat ;shipping ay own grain to St.Louis and Chicago.

In the spring of 1849 ,being too weak to continue Combat with
ague,T returned to Vermont and began the study of law in my brether's
office. With returning health the new territory in the north-west pre-

sented new attractions,and in September of that yearI left the State
of ay nativity and arrived in St.Paul eariy iu October.

I foramed the acquaintance of Mr, Frankiin Stecle on ay way
'




.-
up froa Galena,and entered his service soon after amy arrival as clerk
at Sutler’s Store Fort Sneliing.No better speciamen off noble manhood
ever lived than Franklin Steele,Col,John H,Stevens was Book-keeper at
that timeand for one year thercafter when T succeeeded hiam and remain-
ed in thie employ until fhe spring of 1853, In 1851 and 1852 treaties
were made with the Sicux for the cession of lands west of the Mississ-
ipni River,A new Fort was ordered built near the eastern boundary of
their reservation,afterwards known as Fort Ridgely.Three Co’s of the
Bth 7,.3.Inf’t’y were ordered to take pest there ,two of which left Fort
Snelling on the 27th of April 1853, 0on the Str, West Newton and twe bamn
ges laden with lumder and supplies.The troops were under connand of
Capt. James lonroe,J.C.Kelton,Adjt.Capt.N.J.T.Dana ,A.2.}M, The Steamer
was conmanded by Smith Hznds. T accompanied the troops with Sutler's
supplies and was appointed Sutler of the Post,and was re-appointad
avary three years @ntil the Post was abandoned in the Spriﬁg of 1867,
I was also Post Master,Tt vas nade a money order office,which T re-
signed in 18e€8, |

After the Sioux Massacre in 188271 resided with ay family
in st.Paul one year,and in October, 1863 removed to St.Peter where my
Pesidence was continous until May 1886 when T settled in the City of
Winona ,where three of my sons were alrecady located,and in the practice

of their professions,
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The Legislature was in session when T arrived in St.Padl ,which was bat
a Hamlet ,St.Anthony next in size,Stillwater~ with a smaller population,
and Mendota, the headauarters of the American FuP‘Company,a Village on
Indian lands, was the fourth Village in point of numbers in the then
Territory, On the first of Sept,, 1850,T was elected a aember of the

Lo ee
Legislature Ry district extended west to the Missouri River.Was thries
re-glected in this District, and served in the Territorial Legislature
three suceessivs yvears viz:-1851-1852-1653,

I was chairman of the Qomnaittee on Schoolg for these years,
Introduced the bill for the Baldwin School ,and for the organization of
the County of Hennepin in which T lived.Was chairman of the Comaittee
on Enrelled Biils during ihe tima’the duties of which were arduousgdu-
ring the ninety days session of 1853 when an entire ravision of the
Statutes was enacted. Soon after the clode of the session T took up ay
abodz at Fort Ridfely,living the first sumnaer in teidts.

Was married on the 28th day of February,i854,at Quiney,Ill .
to Miss Wilhelungna H.lange and have four sons and thres daughters now
living. Dr, Henry Rayaond the youngest ,a ohysician,died at Wincna on ¥
the 7th of Deceaber 1890, at the age of 26 years,

I was athort during its investment by the Indians in Aug,

18€2-And,if T aided in defence of the Fort and the hundreds of refug-

ees who had sought shelter there from the murqerous S@oux, I may rea-




sonably be charged with having
been personally interested. My family wers there,uy dwelling,store,
ware-house ,cattle horses and all my personal property ineluding cloth-
ing and money were burned or captured.

A History of Fort Ridgely and its defence during the Indian
Massaere, w#ritten by ayself and published in the Winona Republican of
March 5th, 1872, and afterwards puhlished entire in several newspapers
in the State, might properly be nade a part of this sketeh, It was
thought by nany to be entitled to a‘place in the second volumne of Niim
esota in the eivil and Indian Wars .

Ths Commission determined othsrwise.While &t,Sheehan,who was
in comaand and others well qualified to dpcidf}say it is absolutely
correct, After reading the report of the defence of the Forthy Lt.Gere
of the 5th Reg't Vel,, contained in the first velume of Minnzsota in
the Civil War which diffd¥ materially froa the article referrzd to,
it ie easy to see that if mine was cor®ect the history is not ,and
might cast sone suspicion of inaccuracy and distrust as to the reliae-
bility of the éources of infermation by which the Volume was compil-
¢d and leave the impressiony that selif Agrandizement and glory had ine
spired the author, and what vill be read by many as history is in fact
onlyhiSStO”y. A copy of the above mentioned article is now in the His-

torical Society nounted and indexed by our foraer Seeretaty.Mr Willi-

ans writes me that it is a valuable contribution and will aid at sone
" compiling a true history of Ninnesota.

future tiaeiﬁghﬁeanij
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In 1853 Congress passed an act prohibiting the War Depariment frem re-
serving at any Military Post more than one section of land. Rggardless
of this law ,the same year there was a survey made for a reservation
containing more thah thirty sections of land for Fort Ridgely. When
the public land survey was made in 1858 the iliegal Military reserve
wag disregarded  and when suryveyed, all the lands were advertised as
Publéc Tands and subject to entry. I pre-empted the quarter seetion on
which T lived and made my improvemnents and located serip on, other
laﬁ&s gone of which inecluded improvements nade by the government.
Oone of these buildings T had insured and while occupied by Col. Wa,
Pfender ,conmaanding the Post, it was burned and the insurance properly
paid to me, While in St, Paul T was served with the following arrest.
Hea: Quarters, District of Minnesota,
Department of the Nerth-west, St.Paul, April 12th, 1865,
Special Order,-No.768- Hxtract,
In accordance with ane erder from the

War Department transmitted threough Head Quarters,Department of the Nor
thewest, Capt, M.E,Palmer,Comnanding Co.K., 23rd Reg't Veteran Reserve
Corps,will cause the imnediate arrest and despateh to Departaent Head
Qarters at Milwaukee Wisconsin, under strong guard,of 3.H. Randall,
Sutler at Fort Ridgely, understoeod to be now in this eity. The guard
to consist 07 not less than four privates will be placed under the

comnand of a non-conunissionad officer of approved fidelety.




«?e |
Tpen arrival at Deped. Head Quarters the prisoner will be dispesed of K
in accordance with the orders of the Major General commnanding the Dee
partment ;to whose Asst.Adit., Gen’l, Major C.S.Charict, the non-comnai-
ssioned o®ficer commanding the guard, will report ianediatzely upen his
arrival, Capt. CawgerChief Qr. 'r, of the District will furnish the
necescary transportation.

R,C@GU n

adry
3y comnand of Brig, Gen’l, Sibley )
)
official R,C.0lin Capt. A.&G. | Asst. Adjutant General.

On that P.M, with a guard of one Corporal and four privates with mus-
kets, we went bn board a Steamer for Red Wing(the lake net being epen)
where we staid ever night,

On eur arrival at the Hotel, there very nearly eccured a sc-
ene, The house was full of people waiting to take passage on the Steaa-
ers return.One of the guard while seated in the office, leaning back
w#ith his musket resting on the floor and veriical jwas discharged, the
ball going through the ceiling and fleor in the revn overhead filled

vith wonen and children robing for a trip up the river, Vo one was kile

led, The soldie~ had forgotten to discharge his gun when coming off
guard in the morhing.

The next day we took stages,the sans old way for Reeds Lan-
ding,wvhere we took a steaner for La Crosse and staid ther: over Sunday.

T stayed at one hotel the guard at another.The guard left St.Paul withe.
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out rations or .woney. T paid al! their expenses for meals and hotel
bills, including sleeping berths to Milwaukee and breakfast there,and
renported to Gen’llurtis, TInstead of a 7.5.Marshall to take charge of

me the same conspiéﬁhs guard was continued on to Washington. Thi: seca-
ed a sufficient command, and the prisoner of sufficient importance to
detail a staff officer with the rank of Major to take charge of the
guard, This officer’s attention was principally devoted to a woman of
the down or rather several towns,that accompanied him froa Milwaukee
and occupied a berth in the sleeper with hia froa Chicago.

My refjuest to be allowed to occupy a berth with the Corporal
at ay expense was indignantly refused, The woaan refered to was not
reported as a part of the puard bat was specially detailed as a coapan.
ion to solace this daughty Major an his lonely vigils whose brief aa-
thority wras gvanescent and whose shoulder straps were so soon to be-
coae a reminiscence of valer for the dehéiation of an admiring but de-
luadea posterity,

On reaching Baltimore the commander of the guard with his
cyprian eontinued oen to Washingten and left the guard to procare trans-
portation, T went to Barnam’s for dinner taking the Corporal with me
to save hin from censure for negleet of duty in guarding his prisoner.
Here T telegraphed Senator Ramsey, and reached the Capitol late in the
eveniig, T procured accomnodations for the guard and took the Corporal

to a hotel where we spent the night.
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Tha nexf morning T gazed upon the familiar features of the dead Presi-
dent , whese bedy was lying in state in the rotunda of the Capiteol,Fve-
ry whers was exciteament joffices were clesed, the country w.is ip MOUT I
‘ing, and preparations being made for the funeral that was to culainate
at Springfield TlIiX.

Wwith the Corperal T succeeded in finding our vigilant com=
mander and was surrendersd to Gen’l, Frey,the Provest Marshali Gen’l,
and ®was confined in ihe old Capitol Prison, After the return of the fu-

SRl | :
neral party froan New ori,Senator,visited me with a release from a ¥
captivity that had continued nine days. Congress proaptly passed ana
act Peimbursing my exXpenses,

I take this eppartunity to set at resi anyg suspicion that
my arrest.was on account of any aect,thought jor word of mnine that was
tinetured with disloyalty to the government.

I travelled homeward over the sane moute that T was taken a
prisoneryin a orivate car,the guest of Capt. Robt.T.Lincoln,wvhe was on
his way to attend the last obsequi#s over his father’s remains at his
old home at Springfield,

settlers were distrustful of Indians and slow to return to
the fromticer, T continued ay business at the Fort until 1868 resigned

anf ywhoesate deolinieg

the office of P.M., and eomaenced the manufactuveA?f Boots and Shoes

iu ot.Peter, where ay family had been living since the Indian Massacre
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with the exception of one year in St.Paul, The naae of our fira was
Lanz ,Randall & Co., We afterwards sold our plant out of which has grown
the North Star 3 & S Co. of Minneapolis.T continued merchandise until
1888, when T removed from St.Peter.

I was elected four times a meaber of the City Council of
St.pPeter, and once as Mayor. Was president of the School Board seven
years. Was County Superintendent of Schools Nicollet County,two years,
and renresented Nicollet County in ths State Legislature for the year
1883, Many of the early settlers have had greater and better oppartu-
nities to assist in elevating linnesota to ite present enviable posi-

% - . /\., =
tion anong the sister BOCU, LIL W0 Uu8 Ul vacd Ads D2za Al duyald o
WJ

har interests,more proud of her achievements,or greater admiration for

her founders than I, They builded better than they knew.

very Respectfd}ﬁy,

a——
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Warren Uphamn, E8q.,
Secretary of the Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul, Minn,

Dear Sir:-

: The ohjects 0’ the vinveeota Hi toric 31 80019ty are nhn collpct(oL
p"eaervation ana puhlication of m&te“ials relatinc éo the history of this
state, and the developments of 1is rescurces; to collect blographies,
aketches, and portraite of its pioneers snd prominent citizens; to record
their work in settling the state and building up its towns and cities and
institutions,

I have many times in former years been requested by J. Fletcher
Williams, while secretarv of the Soccietv, and by REx-Governor Wm, R, Marshtﬂﬂ
your immediate predecessor, to furnish to the society my portrait and
bilography,

I have the pleasurs gt this tinme of presenting through you to ﬂh&-
Society, a porirait copiled from a photograpvh taken in 1853, after four  —
years regidence in Minnesota, and an experlence of three years 8s a memher
of the Territorisl Legislature,

The portrait will he recognized only by the few survivors of that
tinme who remain awong us, It was at a time when I was most engaged
in public affairs and perhaps more conspicuous than misrht have bheen the
cage if rivalry for office had been manifested by other PTurtles in the
Tank,

During these years I resided at Fort Snelling., The distriet which

I was elected to represent in the legislature extended fr0u Littlc crows

<’55 ¥

———yI1iieye on the hank of the Wississlppl tu Osakis ﬂ?Ver, on the no“t% and -

extending west $c the Missouri River,

Mendota in myv distriot was headguarters of the American Fur cémpany
where the factor, the late Ex-CGovernor H, H, Sibley, reaidéd, and was the
fourth village in nuugber of inhabitants in the Territory at that time,

gongress had authorized a ninety days session in 1851 to codify the
laws, It assembled on the firsat dsy of January, M, E, Ames was elect-

3.4 e % > I
ed spea er. I was accuainted wiih him in Vermont when a boy, & I was



appointed clhalrmen of the pommitteen on schools and enrolled bills, in
the House,

Hartin Me Leod, who rerregented my district in the ecuneil, was

T o jmilsman of the sewe committees,  Wo roomed together at the Central.

House, Hueh of owr time was devoted to the verification of the enroll-
ment incident toc the passage of the first complete e¢ode for iinnescta,

The militaryv reservation of Tort Snelling, which extends above ihe
falls and included the present site of the city of Minneapolis, was re-
duced of all that part abhove linne-ha-ha Creel in 1852

Believing that the treaty made with the Indians at endota in 1851
would be ratified by the U, 8., Senate, a large muiber of people had made
claims and settled about the falls,

During the session of the legislature in 1852 I introduced the bill

L J
for the orgenization of the Gounty of Hennepin. which becanme a2 law, Uz~

i v daamen e - i
der this bill, as passed, the county ineluded nearly all of tha iresent
aounty of Carver, Ky 4distriet heretofore had been known as Dakota Qounty,

One very cold day durding this winter I remained at the Fort end 4id
not attend the session, and was called upon hy an old and venerable
Indlan Tom-a~haw, of Cocd Roada band, whon the o0ld settlers will recall,

1 who came intc my office alnost exhausted, He was warmed and fed and
spent the night with my frisnd Samuel J, Findley, He related to me that
he knew of the existence, extent ani Airection of the big lake, which
from 1ts promontory and irregularities was called by the Indiane Buffale q
larie, (Hinne-ta—tcn—?a) I wa3 interested in h}:_gyggg}gt;an and mede

" inquiry of Mertin ke :;;;;a, Kr, Sibley, and Alexander Feribault, wio was

r a8 Cuv~Representative from Dakota cagnty, They had a;l heard of it, but
never seen it, 1 talked with Col, J. H, Stevens and we msde arrange-
ments to make 8 trdp to 1t sfter the adjournment of the legislature, On
the 11th of April befor: the idce disappeared and while the swaups and
gtreems could be crossed, Calvin A, Tuttle furnished & team, two men with

axes, to cut a road,if negesseryv,. and with*tents, comniasary stores, and
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‘on tooth-aome Pemicon, with a saddle for plllow, i_léiﬂ aﬁﬁni%& court

e

bedding, we setl out to explore it, I made an early start frow Ford
Snelling on horsebuack, leading snother horse ssddled for Qol, Stevens
to ride, The party ieft the falls eariy in the day and after dark

pitched our tents near the source of Minne-ha-ha Creei, After supping

i
X

the baimy,. The weather was fina, After an early breakfast we set out
on foot to explore the lake, The nolsy woodpecker was delving for hidden
food in decayed branches of trees, The chick-o-deecs were as induatriouslg
gearching the crevices in the bark for a morning wmeal, The chick-a-rees
nad lefs their winter héwes in the hollow trees snd were sporiing and
chattering among tiec branches, in the bright sunlight, These were all

of animate life tc he ssen or heard, tc disturdb the vast solitude, We

walked many miles over the honey-conbed ley covering off the lake, We

rested for wld-dey lunch upon the promontory where the Indians with paint-

@4 stones aul oerulony, eadsavored L. progitlabe, convlliate, oo sershdp

the ¥eau-kon-tonka, or to implore the Great Spirit, 1o make their hunt

after Chippewe scalps, & howling success, We retu-ned to canp in the

evening, weary and worn with the day's travel, and on the evening of the

third dey we reached our homes, ‘ -
This was the first visit and report made by white men, of the lake,
that Governor Ramsey ghristened Minne-Tonka, that has hecome so fzmous
in our 4sy as & sumier resort,
i chronicle this event, not 8o rmush to convey the idea that I was

always hunting for water, as an answer to the inquiry, should it be nade,

MWho discovered Lake Minns TOREARL .« cemmcwmaimmmamenmonys il e

The treaty with the Sioux in 1881 nede & Military Post on the Minn-
esota River & necessity, which was authorized by congress, and three
companies of the Sixth Infantry were assigned, I knew the officers and
nad aaaur‘ncas frow them that I would be avpointed sutler, On the 26th,
of April, 1853, companies R, & C, qpat had beern in garrison at Fort Snell-
ing sinece returning from the war with Mexieo, under commend of Capt, Jame:

Monroe and Lieut, J, ¢, Kilton, respectively, and Capi. N, J,., T. Dana



guartcrmaster, went on board bhie sbeaner Wesi Newton,&nd barges then

iying at the levee Capt, Smith Herris, Master, teking freisht snd stores
for the Rew Jort, subsecuently christened Fort Ridgely by Jefl Davis,

thsh. 5&%;‘ ary. oi"' war. 1 nbut withodbe trocops mui landed at the "Z.L te

qf “wae New Fort on the 30th of Apnil, 1853 vas a;pointad Sutler and -
gontinued as such while the Post was garrisoned,

In the sumuer of 1852 the sleamer Yankee with a perty of excursionists
regched a8 point anove the mouth of the Blue Rarih River, where Lhe passen-
gera debarked and danced upon ithe prairie, This place was known long
afta: as Cotillion Prailrie and was the highest peint ever reached by
steamer prier to ihis trip of the West Newton,

Dwing the investment and siege hv the Sioux in the Hassacre of
August 1862, I was arpointed by Lieut, T. J. Sheehan, then in coumand of
the Post, to organize and arm as well &s pight be out of the. scanty supply
of superanusted and disused guns in the magazine and iLake eomand of
the citigen refugeesa, in delense ¢l the Fort, The testimony of the QOn-
manding officer and others, is abundant to show the value of this cone
tingent during the ten davs silege, The removal of all the Sioux Indians
from the state, Fori Ridgely was no longer & necessity and wea abandoned
in the spring of 1467,

During the uprising all my bulldings. and persconal effeects, the acoumu-~
lations of yeawrs of toil, werc wiped from the face of .the sarth, in the
alignant craze of the infuriate demons,

In 1868 I resalgned the office of Postuaster whieh I had held since
o8z, tranaferred my husineas to 9t Peter, where wy familv had haen
domieciled since 1863, ,

I represented Nicollet County 1n the legislature in &&E&./idﬁ?

In 1895 I was appolnited by the CGovernor & meuber of the commission
to erect a monument t¢ mark the site on whieh Fort Ridesly was erected,
the Fort having entirely disappeared, an avpropriation having previeusly
been made for that purpose,

This enumeration constitutes the offices with whieh I had heen honored

—



by the State and United States, since eoming to Minnesois, excepti frequent

appoinenents aa Notarv Public,

L
It can interest the reader o blographies of the Kary Setiler, but

~ ekt s g

—**8le-tp lsarn, that I was Mayor of 84, Peter - wag taree tducs glected -

¥

{i?&lﬂermﬁn, was Tor seven Vears xmhﬁﬁi President of the School Boar&L&i;
the City, waa County Suprerintendent of Sehools two yvears; that for a
number of yvears I was cliy assessor, was twice W, M, of & lodge of A, T.
and A, ¥, unter dispensation,

In order to esteblish nmy identity it will be proper to note ny
itinerary o the tweniy-five yeare prior to my advent &t Fort Snelling
on the 30th 4ay of Sevtemher, 1848, the time and place, when and where

-

: e s, - : #ir 20
this narrative begins. 72111 Jailicly ek e, Y- imrail, INRALLHAL

iyl

i was horn in Greenshoro, Orleans County, Vermont, on Noveuher 25th, ]

]
1823, and socquired such education in the common schools and Acudemies A

as the ambitious vouth of Vermont might hope to attuin at that ttmege @ %
warked on & ferm and cabinet making, felled kemes and hurned trees, aod . }
g0ld the ashes,tc buyv scheol hooks, ploughed among the stones with oxen,
reaped grain with & sickle, read Anatomy, and medical books, pounded
Aloes, and moulded Pills, and prepared tinotwures, in the office of Lr,
Daniel Dustin, in Craftsburg, At the age of twenty I went tc Henveltoen,
Hew York, and worked with my unele Hajor Sargent, & mill wright, until
the sumner of 1844, and went west, taught school in Kissouril one year,
was olerk in the American House, Springfield,Illinois, one year, was
soribe in the land orffice of Geoo, ¢, Bestor, Peoria, and owned and operated
T @ grocery store, was o marines and comanded the cansl host Ashes Hovkins,
on the Illinols and Miehigan canal in 1848, and shipped grain from points
on the Illinois River, tc Chicago and 8t, houis,
On alternate days,shook wiith ague, and swallowed quinine with regular-
ity, just like other folks, no more, no leas,
After repeated and wrgent sollicitations from my parents and others,

in the spring of 1848, I olosed my business in the west and returned to

4



'Vermont, with & possibility that I might remein and grow up with the cow
try, and began the study of law with my brother,

After live years spent in a couniry of hroad level yrairies, navi-
“shicoedvers, expansive lakes, and tile soil, the -hille of my native -
Ntate seemed to have expanded, the interwdas intervals to have contractecl,
the stones to have multiplied, the soll increased in sterility, the habitsS ¢
and customs of the people had been intensified in austerity: sixteen hous
for men to labor, and eighteen for women,ocut of twenty-four, left but
1ittle time for recreation and improvement, The society of loving friends
d4id not eompensate for the sacrifice,

An enarling aet had passed Congress and the Territory of Einnesots
was organized., I resolved to be & part of it, an? from the 30%h dsy of
Septemher of that year, Minnescta has been my home, |

1 wag narried at Quiney, Illinois, Febhrusry R2&th, 1854, to Wilhelme "%
Helona Langé, Two of our children, oné oW of twenty—aix &n1 one asugh— -
ter aged forty-three vears, of gentle snd refined natuPes, developed in -2
their lives, harmony with the good and true, have preceded us to the
spirit world, Four sons and two dasughters, whc honor their parents,

are respected in thelr commmnmities in which theyv reside, arce loyal to

their country, remein ocur prop,s in declining age.

Very truly yours,

¥inona, iinn,,

7PN
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ed speaker, I was accuainted witn hin AN Vermont wnen a8 noy, | 4 was



FORT RIDGELY AND ITS DEFENSE,

By B H Randall.

When requested, a short time since, to write an atticle
&ﬁringhfﬁé-sibui méésacre, i£ didAnot 6écufiéé meiat tﬁat time
what great changes had taken place during this period, embracing
nearly forty years.

This fact considered, to mae an article comprehensive
would require more space than at first secmed necessary t o me, and
perhaps more than you could nprofitably devote to it in your paper.

The population of the Territory in 1850, then extending
to the Missouri River, was but a fraction over six thousand, liv=-
ing on ceded lands east of the lMississippi. The exceptions were

a settlement at 1

fitting post, a few trading posts, half a dozen Indian fa

many blacksmiths, and about the same number of missionaries.

Treaties were made with the Sioux in 1851, at lendota
and Traverse de Sioux, whereby they ceded to the United Stated all
their lands in the Territory of linnesota, excepting a strip of
country ten miles wide on both sides of the NMinnesota River, the
eastern boundary of which was the mouth of Little Rock creek, a
small. stream emptying into the Minnesota river on the south side,
nort
north sgide of the river.

The +treaties were ratified by the United £tates Senate
in the spring of 1853. In anticipation of the ultimate ratifica-
tion a few persons had melected claims and moved onto them before
the exodus of the Sioux to their reservations began. It may be

said the Tndians were proprietors and only occupants of the lands




ing maidén, the

in Minnesota west of the Missiésippi river up to that time.

By the concentration of the various bands upon their

reservations, a wilderness existed. Nothing remained to remind

one of former population, but deep worn trails that wound albng

the sides of bluffs and borders of marsh and lake, log canoes in

Ay o

ride. of the village,

- o

goddess of the tribe and p
had departed, and only her fair name and fame were left as a legacy
of perpetual inheritance for a fair city.

Where now huge elevators, mighty in strength, relieve
the bursting granaries of thrifty farmers, their shadows fall upon

the ground where the Indian dug his cache, and stored his wild

rice, the main cereal product of this fertile valley. The con-

trast is too significant. I leave to the imagination to piecture

the rude life of our immediate predecessors, the aborigines.

o r B s c,
o LS o P 2

Our flouring mil;q_ﬁﬁﬁ‘,?. iable maw, with me

T -\._flf,‘ =

intricate device, bewilder the sense. RNy
The hives of industry, where the buzzing circle, the

whizzing band and giant strides of gang saws display the genius of

invention, respond with the dexterity of human irt elligence to

the will of man, Cribs of lumber aspiring to columns, covering

broad acres, tell of denuded forestis, represent capital, enter=-

prise, wealth. Our towering chimneys of brick and mortar, where
the hoarse-voiced steam whistle calls the artisan to the busy hum
of tireless machinery. Our solid labratories of lightering illu-
minate our corner lots in spo i ~the sky with sl
revolve the wheels with mysticd influence, solve the problem of
rapid transit, and keep an even keel with the cars of Pfogress.

OQur score of Christian church steeples, piercing the
sky, tell of God and mortality.

Our structures of learning mark the era of universal
and higher education, A

Our temples of justice, county and national, are fash=-




-

ioned by renowned artists and moulded in symmetry . So may the

scales ever find equal poise.

Our palatial marte wvie with the Orient in variety and

luxurious appointments.

Towering standpipes struggle to kiss the cl
of ? T

Our bridgéé, elevated on piere far above the chimneys of

the fire canoe, with iron arms exterded, imploring reciprocity with

Minnesota's foster mother, Wisconsin, span the majestic river

whose waters lave our shores. His running qualities alone remain

unchallenged. His origin, still obscure, of wonderful source,he

meekly boughs

his statutory head at Elk Lake.

Our sewers gather all noxious vapors of airand water,

that pool their issues and offend the eye or nostril, carrying

them through its bowels in earth and ejecting them into a foreign

state to be shone no more.

Our Opera hO'ﬂﬁe, WI1TT 1T S umerous ellgible sites, 18

in the swim,
"The Winona" is a hotel building in which our people
take pride.

The embowered castles of the rich, adorned with all the

embellishments that refined and luxurious taste can suggest, with

thousands of humbler homes, where domestic tranquility lends its

lustre, and white winged peace gilds the rustic furnishings.

Broad avenues are arched with thg sprgading arms of

R e
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boulevards, berder our lawns and ornament in gaudy colors and

geometric device our gardens, £illing the air with delicious fra-

Eatil Verily, the soul of the Dakota was benighted; and when

gitting up nights with his numerous family, to watch the change

of moon from old to new, he little dreamed that streams of yellow

light would flame out from a score of gasoline tanks, a light to



our feet and lamp to our path. Poverty of language is apparent in

portraying the transformation that pProgressive civilization has
wrought .

Our sparkling lakes mirror the granduer of their borders,
picturesque bluffs shade our beautiful land, where less than forty
years ago

The immensity of the theme"must give us pause "

?ﬁéff To prevent conflict between the Indians and white sete-
= tlers, a military post was ordered established near the eastern
boundary of the reservation, one hundred and eighty miles north-
west from Winona. The site was selected by Col. Francis Lee of
the Sixth United States Infantry and capt. % J. T. Dana of the

Quartermaster's department, late in the fall of 1852, Maj. S Woods,

who had commanded the t roops in the removal of the Sac and Fox

indians from the State of Iowa in 1850, and built and commanded

the fort where the *3%§ﬂ355fﬁf%

abandon that post and take command at the new fort. On the 26th

of April, 1853, two companies of the Sixth Infantry, under command

of Capt. James Monroe, went aboard the good steamer west lewton and

two barges at Fort Snelling, with lumber and supplies for the new

fort, with the expectation of meeting the troops from Fort Dodge

at the mouthh of the Blue Earth river.

The troops not having ar-

rived, the boat proceeded up the unexplored river and on the 30th

landed at the foot of the bluff below the site of the new fort and

went into ca@gk,@n& preparations for

first steamer that had ascended the Minnesota river any distance
£ 5 & ‘» ; " £
above the mouth of the Blue Earth. f;u& LANOL Y A

L > ”

Maj. Woods arrived soon after navigation on the Minne=-

ok,

sota was demonstrated to be practicable by that veteran, Smith

Harris, and s teamboats from the Ohio river were not infrequent 7ﬁ&2v

visitors. Ridgely was in no sense a fort, but by general accep- éa

. LAV A,
tation. It was not designed or constructed as a place of defense,
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Indians had agreed by solemn treaty to femain forever
at peace with the whites, and good Indians never lie.,

It was built on a plain forty rods from the edge of a
steep bluff of the river on the south, and a gradual sloping bluff,
less abrupt, to a creek running at right a

A wooded ravine extended up through the river bluff to

- (!‘:5“‘&: g
about one hundred yards of the south west corner, while a consider- *
e "

able depression was continued some distance farther. P 4

tu

The St . Peter road led up the creek bluff ravine along
the north side of the fort, with a level stretch of prairie to the Qh%“’

north.
It was just such a place as the Indians would have selec-

gk%

ted for the building, if they had contemplated its capture,

Near and parallel with this ravine and road, was a row

-
of six buildings of hewed logs fronting on the rear of the barracks, ?Ni

i o kWL T e

was occupied by Ordnance Sergeant John Jones and family, one>é§
the post hospitdl and the other as laundress's quarters. These
were first used for officers' quarters.

The fort proper was built upon a square of three hundred
feet. The barracks formed the north side =-- two hundred and forty
feet in length, two stories high, with two piazzas the whole
length., This was built of granite, =s was also the commissary on

the west side, with only a passageway between the two buildings.

This was one story
B e NI . S ’ -
this the sally port, on either side of which the ca

mon and field
pieces were parked. The remainder of the west side was covered
with a long building for officers' quarters. The west half of
the south side was a double building known am commanding officer's
quarters. The other.half of the south side was vacant and open,

The east side was used for officers' quarters. All

these buildings, with wide verandas, fronted upon the parade grounds,

= g
A ol




covered with velver sward, wi%ﬁ driiﬁ; an& iazis”g?’ggﬁﬁi*i curve ; :
the flag ever floating from a staff in the center. All these build-
ings were Puilt with groovedgcorner posts; hewed logs tenoned to

fit the groove formed the'sides. The guard house was outside, sixty

feet‘weat of the sally port; f

his étbre housé and dwelling, hot far from the edge of the wooded

bluft .
Directly south of the fort and near the bluff were the

long cavalry and flying artillery stables. On the edge of the
ravine at the southwest were ice and root houses, and intermediate
between these and the stables was the g ranary. Outside of all the

quatters were the outbuildings, sheds, summer kitchens, etc., en-

closed with high board fences.

A bake ho@se oi‘hewed loés stooi on XFe east line of the
square pear 1hc barracLs, whlch seémed to fffer gome peculiar at-
'Bi‘iﬂt ien‘i* mw ‘the : ment ‘fj':i" )

venient ldcation or solidity of cons ruction @ never -eard them say -

but in reality it was no safer resort than other buildfngs except
that there were no Openings in the out51de wall It was onlJ a
temporary asylum for the popV1ar ailment known as "heart failure.
The new fort was christened Ridgely in i854 by Jeff Davis,
who was then secretary of war, commemorating the memory of a gal-
lant officer who fell in the war with lléxico, Changes in the per=

sonnel of the garriscn were frequent. 1o less than five entire ;

S

tranafarmamiong gogkﬁfﬁ*’;?ﬁ%ﬁfgiyﬁﬁiﬁﬁ;ﬁ7ﬁﬁhfﬂ in 1861 - the

exceptlons being that of Rev. Joshua Sweet ¢£ABi;ih;”aﬁ&"ﬁ.’§fn

Randall, sutler. Their devotion to the spiritual and temporal

wants seemed to commend them to the changing administrations.
The first commanding officer was James Monroe, after-

wards colonel of the Twenty-seventh lew York., He died in the ser- uwé

vice, First Adjutant and A G S, Lieut. & G Kelton, now adju- . ’}4

tant general in the United states Army., N J. T. Dana, captain by

AP~ 1 T T
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Quartermaster's department, was colonel of the Pirst Minnesota
Volunteers,'and Maj. S Woods, payméster, San Francisco, Those

who have seen the panorama of the battle of Gettysburg will remem=-
ber in the foreground a dead general lying, and near by his dead

horse. This represents the Confederate General Lewis A

A eved the Sixth in 1854, It was made
the headquarters of the Tenth in 1856, with four campanies, band

and staff. These were oidered to Utah in the fall of 1858 = four

companies of the Second infantry, after building Fort Randall on
the Missouri, relieving them.
The next year Fort Ridgely was made an artillery school

of practice, with four full companies -- one a battery of flying,

or light, artillery. Among the distinguished officers that were
stationed there, that wore one or more stars, were Dana, Armistead,
Felton, Steele, Sully, Abercrombie, Alexander, Bee, Sherman, Donovant,

lorris, Pembert

numbers who held, and some who are ﬁow holding, high rénk in fhéi-
staff - Dana, Livingston, Ruggles, Hawkins, Bingham, Swain, Du Barry,
Hudson and others.

The Indians were frequent visitors at the fort and watched
the Light Battery drill with wonder and surprise. The horses fly=-
ing across the érairie like an Egyptian chariot race, the sudden
changes of front and position, and the rapid firing awed the savage.

In the spring of 1861 all this was changed. The artillery were or-
~ dered Bouth. Qgg@gnﬁg@@gg;xh_«fum-.;

= 'ﬁl-"‘%

rstationed for a2 short time, and dfhérs succeeded them, The Indians
were not idle or disinterested spectators of the conflict then

raging.

They listened with as much eagerness to the stories of

defeats as the whites. Thev knew the countrv was claiming its

ablebod ied and best men in its surport, andwatched with interest

the departure of volunteers for its defense, and believed, as they




Bl i g e

ABipley.

—
talked, that only women and é‘mﬁm = a u ,{",:." £
requcted and feared had gone from our frontier.

The anxiety to rush everybody to the front had left our
posts without garrison and people without protection, and pﬂgteate
to officials were unheeded or disregardeg. The parade of a hundred
inspired them with respect or fear. The taking of fbrty;sii S
of the traders and agency employes = the Renville Rangers - for
enlistment, confirmed them in their belief that the govermment was
in the last throes of dissolution,= that the time and ppportunity
were present when they could win back without resistance the in=-
heritance they had lost. The plan was feasible, and only for the
delay in celebrating their early butcheries and captured wealth, ‘3
no formidable opposition coild have met them west of the lMississippi
river., In furtherance of this scheme, on llonday morning, the 1 8th

of August, 1862, an attack was made on the citizens at the lower

agency, twelve miles above | . ALl the

could tried to

-

and burned, and all the traders killed. Those that
escape., Some succeeded in reaching the fort. J. C. Dickinson, who
kept a boardirg house, with his family and others, in a two horse
wagon, was the first to cross the ferry, notifying the settlers as
he made his way toward the fort. :
of Aup. &, I6Le
A little before nine o'clock in the morning,I was out

about two miles on the agency road with my children in a buggy and

met him. IIis team was jaded and I reahed Capt. llarsh's quarters

‘sgggtime ;n a@g;ﬂ%;Jg%;%gg,

oY Lo,

C., was on his return to Fort

—

Shehan who, with fifty men

; &
Mr. Dickinson volunteered to take a dispatch and inter- §

cept the Renville Rangers, who had left the fort the day before
for muster in at Fort Snelling. A horse was furnished and he star-
ted immediately.

Lieut . Culver, with six men o Co. B, accompanied the

Rangers and furnished them transpertation.




remain and protect the property anﬂ rafngee taiggadw awrthag,

It was a surprise to the community when, about eleven

o'clock, with%a detachment of fortyhsix men on foot, (himself and

Interpreter Peter Quinn mounted on mulea, he left t{;gﬁ};fﬁﬁﬁ,:t

doubt, actuated by the highest sense of duty, after pfbﬁeediﬁg_'i

J
amunition and rations, were soon on their way to

a short distance)Quinn and men to drive ,returned, and taking two

four mule teams,

join the command.

It was a sorry time for Peter Quinn, whose loyalty to
his oath compelled him to accompany the detaclment, and leaving
the sutler's store with brimming eyes and a choked "Goodbye," he
mounted his mule impressed with the fate that evidently awaited

him,
’ If the captain had been skeptical as to the report of a

CC Wabk 1L Ullnlsled perore e lad
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formidable uprisi abundant eviden
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proceeded many miles; 1ﬁ"~f#’;““‘ ToTE g

ing for refuge - in the burning houses and charred bddies - and
dead lying by the ropdside. The story of the ambuscade and kil-
ling of the twe nty-eight of the party, the drowning of Capt.
Marsh - all the guns and amunition falling into the hands of the
Indians, to be turned upon those that had vainly sought the fort
to be protected by them - has been told. The anxiety of those in
the garrison can never be pictured.

About nine o'clock in the evening Private Dunn and one

the disaster that had befallen them.  While it was not unexpected,
it was hard to realize. A few others returned later to confirm‘
the first report. The small parfies of Indians that were raiding
the seéettlements, some already near to the fort, were drawn to the
agency by the movement of troops thither, and, celebrating their
victory by dance and song, gave us valuable time at the fort,

which can only be measured by the hundreds of lives saved by the

i”- . .«’:qw-i,‘]?‘;::"‘ ik
LR | 7“:"‘.' D 7 oy




nearly paralyzed everybody. All told, there were not to &x@g&ﬁvwgu

=

= . ‘-,-
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of the post and twenty-tww men avai bié far du%y &ev :
!“'4
Lietit, Gere, a young man of less than twenty Vvears, witha;t milifv

tary or frontier experience. The civil service rules did not

obtain in the electlon of volunteer officerst rneithe

Iﬂ“‘fi B, e

1168

‘would have beer added *to the ro

of the Loyal Legion. The

situvation would have arnpalled the most experienced frontier officer
possessing a thorough knowledge of Indian character.

Fortunately, the advice and experience of Sergeant Jones
were available. TFour brothers named Reike, who lived five miles
northeast of the fort at Mud Teke had the contract for furnishing
hay for the post and were at work in the bottom. George started
to notify the settlers at Four Mile Creek, Adam and August to bring
in their parents, brothers and sisters, while Viector, with his ox

team, and citizens employed by the sutler, started hauling water,

and by ever

placed in the barfacksiand-commisary. ﬁii‘fﬁé"ﬁalif'?fi?ﬁ%ﬁ"ﬁéﬁz
post was hauled from a spring at the foot of the river bluff, nearly
half a mile distant, and neaf the ravine which the Indians went up
two days later to make their attack.

| This supply lasted several days, and until the people

got their wind and courage to renew it after the last hard day's
fight with the attacking savages.

Dunn's report had but confirmed the worst fears and

mgﬁf“\v-- - :
"ty ‘muskets in the fort. One Sharp's rlfle brousght by J. W.

De Camp, and four by the guard for the Indian money, one double
barrel gun belonging to Rev. Sweet, and two of my own were the
only arms. Not one of the refugees had a gun.

The Indians were expected every moment and were often
announced, and nearly everyone could see them advancing in force.

Such is imagination.
Twenty o0ld stvle Dragoon carbines were found in the




95, whte s pf*nr'.w-nf

dition. By cutting iron rods imto slugs the women made cartridges

way into the night and were glad of employment. 1In thia way %wanty

men were furnished and added to the number of defenders. The night

nearly 300 helpless non-combatants.

Sergt. Jones had charge of the artillery and continued

to direct its detail and management throughout the siege. The

officer in command properly estimated his merit and valued his
experience above rank. :

The detall for Jones's piece were three brothers, Ge orge,
Victor and Adam Reike, and Dennis O'Shea. 0'Shea had served one
enlistment in Sherman's battery.

J. C., Whipple and werner Boesch were detailed to man one
twelve pound_hqwitzé<, and Sergt. McGrew of Co., B the other.

< A

. 7 C ;"""” ppIes
with artillery in the Mexican war.

Werner Boesch lived on the Agency road three miles west
of the fort. He was an artillerist in his own country,- Switzer-

land.
Private Dunn, who survived the slaughter of Marsh's

command at the ferry, and was the first to bring the sickening news
to the fort, was one of Sergt. McGrew's able assistants. His
i merry laugh dried the tears of many a sorrowing woman. His comical
salutations would ring out whenerev the Indians' bullets splintered
. 'f? ""éhaé;Hbr f1a+tene&fé?f??ﬂ??:foeaﬁ?ZggﬁLE?ﬁ?aEZEus punn: 1
was sorry to learn that he was killed at Nashville. ju
Sergt. Jones had his gun in position and stood by it all
night, and days and nights succeeding, until reinforcements arrived.
George Reike tells me that Lieut. Shehan took meals to

them that were eaten while standing by their gun.

On Tuesday morning about nine o'clock the heart of évery—
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return with his‘fifty mﬁn é&iﬁd””7 ‘;m, ﬁf%gr

near Glencoe, at the end of two |days' march toward his post at

Fort Ripley, received the order sent by courier, struclk tents and

made nearly fiﬁty miles éuwin the night,

Farnished with tears of despairins women, will forever wreath his

brow. He at once took command. At six o'clock the same evening

the Renville Rangers, forty-six in number, also Lieut. Culver and

six men of Co. B,'arrived from St. Peter where Dickinson overtool
them. This company was made up of Frenéhme n, half-breeds and
frontiersmen, acquainted with the Indians, and who spoke their

. language. They were accustomed to the use of arms, and were pro-
vided with indifferent guns in store at St. Peter. Cheer upon
cheer went up, and hope, tiint had not been vaulting perceptibly,
was again "springing eternal in the human breast." .
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that had just arrived alons the edges of ravines and,bluffs,

—

"Pil1l twilight let her curtain down
And pinned it with a star."

sT‘erP were enoyﬁ% men to post %eﬂtlnPIE mosﬁlv within
‘ ? %
en% oqureeluwder -“elterf‘+o ruard the S?lléﬁu points. I vigited

,a

Dom# of t%ase Dosﬁg with aﬂ offlcer and a 1antern 1ater 1n the
niphﬁ and no one Was sleepinn on them' the& were degfrted. We
folloqed to w ere thPy had ta ‘en shelter in X%e barraqys among the

1v

refugeea, ani thev were ordered from uhder irgh beds ﬁq resumg

their guns a
— S ___ “h‘-l’

It is not to the disparagement of the men that they were
siezed with the paniec that had spread like an epidemic among all
the people. Muster in makes soldiers only in embryo, and wearing
the blue does not make them veterans or unlike other men.

The night wore away with vigilance, and eyes that had

lnown no sleep were watching and waiting for the first streak of




o hal been gathered 11

be seen, ‘ ' B e ml.:t o O

A rise of ground sixty rods northwast on the Agency ’ﬁﬂﬁa
tha‘t backed he 3 e ‘where the old guard had disc

angd otners near tne brow of the bluffs, fdﬁ 6b;
servation, with orders to fire and rally upon the fort in case
indians were seen advancing.

The ravine was between my house and the garrison, where
my family had talen shelter; About twelve o'clock I was at the
house with a horse and buggy, when guns were discharged, thie sen=
tinels shouting "Indians!" S8Seeing them running, I was not long in
reaching the fort, and had been there but a short time when flames
ghot up from my dwelling and the ravine I had just crossed swarmed
with painted savages. Lieut. Shehan had ordered all to form in

2 front of the sally port T ——
duty, wh%fé'heré&mini;ferei “’e?fbf”fi"n€ #f“;*

"You do solemnly swear that you will defend the United
States against all her enemies."

A simultaneous "Yes" was said without any mental reser-
vation. I had been doing a good deal of shooting in previous years
with a double barreled gun held against the shoulder, but there is
that "tired feeling" comes over one wien a fellow that you are not
on speakKing terms with is observing this provision of the statute,
and when chunks of lead from his point of the compass hurtle by
1 nd Eggmgﬁfﬁe"éafﬁ'ii haﬁ“ﬁ“ﬁbpressip effect.

Two of the party were shot in the head - one dead, the

e
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other mortally wounded. There is great satisfaction sometimes in
being able to see and not being seen. This seemed an occasion when
an exhibition of personal attraction was not desirable, and all
took post in buildings, behind fences or some shelter. The firing

was incessant for a short time, when it ceased and all wasg quiet.

o

_




Indians to join their kindred. They took with them
the news that #70,000 af%their dafnrrea.pnymant_ia;'tr‘y.

Hateh, This furnished an additional incentive to capture the fort,

The lull gave the gunners time to prepare and shot their

pieces, when all of a sudden an awfil crash of musketry opened on

the north and east, from the ravine and wooded bluff. whipple and

Boesch soon had their piece in position by the bake house, which

gerved them as a magazine for ammunition. Jones had moved his

piece nearly across the parade ground wunen the attack was renewed

with double vigor from the southwest corner. He quickly returned

to his position at this angle and had his six pounder trained on

the point of attack. Sergt. McGrew occupied the northwest angle

parties. fhéseﬁéésitioﬁs'weré maihtaiﬁéa‘during the siege.
Renville Rangers and some citizens rendered substantial support to
Sergt. Jones, occupying the buildings on both sides. The battle
raged with fury till sundown, when the Indians drew off and went

! into camp at the foot of the bluff, three-fourths of a mile above

the fort. BEverybody breathed eaéier, and the first day's exper-

jence had inspired those that were despondent before with the be=

lief that thev could continue a successful defense.

. ¥ Some old buildlngs on thg edge of the wooded bluff in front
oS -,_.7 o ,'-_-—“-- > % o e S W g, - ‘M__w_;

W ipple's piece haa been OCCdpled by Indians, and a constant

fusillade was kept up, to thie great annoyance of the gunners and
guards on the east side. As dark settled down over the scene,
Boesch set them on fire, and thus wiped out one of their most
favorable and secure points. In the evening Jones sent up rockets

as evidence to those that chanced to seec them that our flag was

still there. These were seen at New Ulm, eighteen miles distant.
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in forcible oratory, proclaiming the f

that would result bI;!%P%aguggﬁdﬁma fort - the or

buried and that had been stolen from them, Loud responses of "Ho!
Hol!®™ gignified their acquiescence in the arrangement. We also
learned that the force would be augmented indefinitely.

The intelligence t' us gained was not of the most chcering

character. We made it known to Sergt. Jones and were enjoined by

him to keep it secret, and kcep everyone hopeful and spirited.

One great distress of mind was caused by the fear of fire. BEvery-
thing was dry as tinder. The burning of my dwelling and warehouse
during the battle had intensified it, and every precaution was

taken to the end that, should one occur, it might be smothered in

P

Piazzaﬁ éné ébéf df the bérfacksfahd iaé&éraf?fdm'these extended
to the ridge.

I had buckets of water at one of these scuttles next to
the roof, and made frequest trips up the ladder for inspection
! during the night, where thr roof of the whole building could be

seen. The Indians had been firing arrows with lighted punk to set

fire to the roof.

The night of Wednesday wore slowly away, as others that
- . x witut _Iv';e,;g.j _gr §¥§Q¢ &Eg:i %ﬁ% E?i? on post and by
" their puns in ceaseless vipil., —

Towards morning clouds gathered, darkness thickened, the
muttering thunder and distant lightning grew nearer and louder and
fiecer. Heaven's artillery, with all its batteries, would have
seemed butl mimicry without rain. All had been wishing and looking
and praying for rain., Soon the heaggna‘gggpeg'y;g?;egpgoyg g@pwgrs,

prayers had been answered, and all felt more than ever that the “1£:“ -

~ g
i e




but every man knew that to save himself he must defend the garrison.

Noon arrived and no enemy had been seen. It was evident

they were waiting reinforcements.

Shortly small parties were ob=
served, some sitting in groups an distant elevations and some on
horseback galloping over the prairie. Thus the day passed, and,
as darkness thickened, all were impressed with the certainty of a

night attack and massacre before morning, or the attempt to accom-

plish our destruction by firing the buildings.

Friday morning broke, and the scene was unchanged. Early
in the day about a mile north the prairie.was swarmin;rwith Indians
‘ Hnrses;gélloping and blankets flyihg - and eoon all disappeared,

Shortly before twelve o'clock, without premonition, like
the explosion of a powder mill, a terrific crash of musketry opened
up on three sides « from stables, ravines, the sutler's store,
granary and out-buildings.

The replies from the garrison guns were incessant, with
field pieces hooming at short intervals. 3By opening up the hall of

the commanding officers quarters that protected Jonesg's position

| on the south, he was enabled to fire the stable by sendings shell
IEBCREee o i 5 e e M e £ . =
through the hall. McGrew shelled and set fire to the sutler's G

store,- the heat and want of shelter contracting their field of
action to the southwest and north and northeast corners.
The oft repeated commands of Little Crow to charge were

distinctly heard, and the various attempts to concentrate in suf-

ficient force were frustrated by well directed grape am&feamikﬁer .




di ans withdrew.

Lot AR
Thus endad the last anﬂ;=gﬂt %u*v”

hose in garrison as much in suspense and anxiety asrfhey
had been at any previous time during the siege. :

At eight o'clock the next morning they passed down the
road in the direction of New Ulm, mounted and in true military
style, with flankers on either side of the main column. Their
march was masked by smoke rolling up from buildings as they pro-
ceeded. This was their last day's fight at New Ulm. Baffled in

their efforts to reduce these two points, they turned their faces

westward.
On Sunday we observed with a field glass large numbers

of Indians, horses, teams and droves of cattle, passing an opening

the Aéehéy.- fﬁé‘sameAwétchfulﬁess>was-m$iﬁtained ﬁﬁtii Wedneéday
morning, the 27th, whén Anson Northrup, with a company of mounted
volunteers, and Col. Sam McPhail, with cavalrj, reached the fort,
to our great relief, This afforded the first opportunity for re-
freshing sleep since the news of the outbreak, on the morning of
the 18th. Gen. Sibley soon followed with the Sixth Regiment Min-
nesota Volunteers.
There were between 300 and 400 men, womeh and children
“-s“pngho ?%% found an asylum a& the fort; widows and orphans, many of
them bereft ofyﬁ.l their friends, most of them penniless and home
less, the country devastated, some suffering from wounds, and an

expefience that blighted every ambition.




the investment. Four others were killed in the immediate viecinity

outegide.
The defence of Tort Ridgely was a test of bravery and

endurance that men are seldom subjected to. When the time for
action came no one was deficient in these gualities.

Dr. Alfred Mueller and wife were-untiring in their atten=-
tions to the siek and wounded. Men remained on post from Monday
night to Saturday without relief or sleep. :
¥Mr. Geo. P, Hiéks, hearing Sergt. Jones call, ran to his

house, found his wife in a closetl with her children, too terrified

through the windows. The magazines,- two hewed log buildings -

were on a line with the row of log buildings two hundred yards west.

Barly in the engagemént the capture or the destruction of the ammu=-

nition became distressingly probable. The supply was limited. Mr,

Hicks volunteered with others, and accomplished its removal to the

conmissary without loss or accident, while leaden missiles were

sent after them from two sides.

J. W. DeCamp reached the fort on his way to the agency,

“v‘gggggmﬁagﬂgggggg@%_9pi§hg dayrof the outbreak, crazed with anxiety

to learn the fate of his family. He was ever on the watch to get

a glimpse of an Indian. While standing on the upper porch of the

barracks in the first fight, with his Sharp's rifle, I saw him kill

two that were under the stable, and afterwards found them wrapped

in carpet taken from Quinn's hbuné and buried on the side of the

bluff. He died at the fort from wounds received at Birch Gouiee




two weeks later. His wife, who escaped from captivity soon after,

reached the fort - only the story of his sacrifice and Christian
burial to assuage her grief.
The points where the artillery were stationed attracted

the heaviest and sometimes concentrated fire of the entire horde.

But no place whexgﬂgmoke_Of‘3qwdar;gqgjﬁﬂ@aﬁiif%f g

Wo criticism has ever been heard, if criticism were pos-
sible, of the management of the artillery, while it is believed
that without the trained skill of Sergt. rones, who held the gate=-
way of assault, the successful defense of the fort would have been
impossible.

The relief of troops and change in garrison continued.
The Fifth Regiment soon went south, succeeded by four companies
of the Sixth, The Mounted Rangers, the Ninth and the Cavalry suc=
cespively.

After the close of the war two companies of the Tenth

= .

were ordered there, and in the spring of 1867 thevy were transferred

to Fort Sisseton, and Fort Ridgely was ahandoned.

Year the edge of the bluff, sloping to the creek, bor-
dered by timber, is & small enclosure in which are two monuments

erected by the State of Minnesota. One is in memory of Mrs. Eliza
Mueller, for her devotion and kindness to the wounded and dying
soldiers in the battle of Fort Ridgely. The other marks the rest-
ing place of Capt. Marsh and twenty-seven men whose lives went out
at the Agency ferry on the 18th of August, a sacrdfice to duty.
Their names are all engraved on a tablet, with one exception,- that
of Interpreter Peter Quinn. Never was a man more devoted to the

country's good than he. The attempt of the erratic agent Galbraith

to besmirch his character or impugn his loyalty by ordering him to
return to the fort, for he Ycould not allow him to talk to his
Indians," did not disgrace him in the eyes cf those who knew the

two men. And in two weeks his family were fleeing across the




T
prairie to Glencoe to save their scelps from "his" Indians,

This little cemetery is the only visible token left to
tell of Fort Ridgely, where the rollicking reveille waked the

sleeper from delicious dreams, where the guard marched in review

ntal

bad,_ w re the mellow
ng cadence floated ouﬁ on the summer air to return in
murmuring echoes from wooded hills. The evening serenade with song
and mirth are diffused with the fleeting years, and faintly linger
in the memory of a few.
The starry flower of freedom that floated in billowy
folds with its flitting shadows hallowed the ground where the corn

and pumpkin grow.

The metamorphosis is as complete as an island sunk in

the ocean,.




