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r • • ~ •'\.: ' C. R. DAVIS, . 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW, 

BURG BLOCK , 

ST. PETER, MINNESOTA . 

:ron . R. l! . andaJ.1 , 

>I"il 24th' ] f 9~~ . 

Yon 1'811cd1ber ' 'uov .. t the tiirm v01; Jeft L. PctPr, I 
}J"urchasetl froL1 von t ho l [) foo t stri r on the north : · il the 1~1 foot st i , 
o:n tr. , J as t of iri_r <~ 1 ·1 J.: i nr~ hon bo 1, t·o1 H rt,.· , for t~ w su111 of 820 .00 'l'l!c St 
t ,o_ 31iri 1 s h ·0 n9w ':novm a!J S~l1, Lot 6t:>~ · or1 "Lhe t,a1. LlnpJ.ic<1t~ . . . )'01:1 
.stiJ J. ov n t:.11.~ L;1.Janc 1 of tlie .J.9 foot striJ1 r1i·-.rine- no ·th i:ir1c so :tr1 thronr,h 
t h t hlocl: ' ... thcl t i ci betwr. en L1e Lo hl r ro l e rt~r :inc: t.hs 110" fH'S r ro r e ~ti r . 
T} is l it. j 0 tr·'p is i Si r',riat~ct on the ta ... ~ J.iflt ,.. s . ut. I.ot 6~- . 'Ge 
penci1 1rl[· ~ncJosed. . A co lJ,J.e of ;• '1h.rs hr';o I rt~ r 1ove m,r ti: · ·n 'r m it· 

ct J..ocatior1 or: tho .::id.o stn•et hack i nto the co ter of UtG 
1 >1. ck 1 o i)1-. 

o northeast oo T1 ... r of' 111y J ro1 e rt): , as_ iric..J cate r eric}osvC· .. s f.. tch • 
...._ r~oinr-.·; i ·,1 .. theJ" int o c~ . t.ai 1 wiJ. J. ~; 11.y .1.h: t I } .. r.1, a cow i 1 t 11if, !'(..dT1 

ur1d ; 1H'i n.t~ t'ie bl 11! 1 .r season }"as tu r e he ~lown l,e low Bi ttner ' s j ri t.JLfirt 
~~l1.rr~ ' 0 «:t!;ture . On suvf1.ra.J oucE1.sior1s h~st snri1:1 .r ·iihilft i,lw 10.,,, \'{ LO 
takes mire of r• >' co / was J. ... ·i liri ; her throup;h t h i s s t i l . Sub Loi, ·)&-<!' , and. 
i i no n •.nnc r int rferi np; therowith , h ~ 'V/i.t .> i rtfr, mNl not to co so ::;.r1i.· 
more t...riC~ conselJU~ntly I 1 <1.y6 1, -.,e.n ohJi; ;ed to h< B cow trou_,. .. i:J'.1t. aro lt1ri_ "h.' 
onti ra I .ock anci. over th.· J.a· .. :n liv l!!'.1 l101i.SP. . It Ovcura . to l 1e re.ce.ritl r 

C-1,tt OV4i:rY~ t o tho l ocati on of uv' bei'tn :i C~ t o l 1rnV6nt U pe eti tior1 of he 
occnrancG of l n.:..;t sur:11 ,1e r . it ·~oLld be lienfici' tl for 11· to "£ 11 ~1~ase this 
li tt1e t L' i Ji fr·0111 .rou i f' • OS ~, i Ll o , shi, l;v <.. s c.i .ri ; t of w.~ o 1t from my 
barn . 



l . 1- ' C. R. DAVIS, 
ATTORNEY ANO COUNSELOR AT LAW , 

BUR G BLOCK , 

ST. PETER , MINNESOTA . 

=1/:2. 
Mr . I~oohl does not oult i vatll an r port ion of the r ear hal f of th i s 

Blo~k f .ormer1y own ~ cl 1y Bowers, c;.s he,' dld i n former vea · s.hence t h i s stri r 
i s of Til 1r1at rial val ue to hi1m or t11 e t~c7.j oininf~ o ·m'"' rs or th , e.t ht , ·~C~ t 
for Pi ~ Jit of vmv» Rrn1. th:..i.t is et11 I desir, i t for . I h;;_ve (; l v-i1.W s 
(' 11·posecl thttt r I'r . Looh1 'J:.., s J 1 1.1.yir1<~ th tc x .s up n t..h i f3 st r iJ1 e~~eh' ye. E1° 
in c onse ciu ,~nc ti of :1 DUI' hJ.J owi n!- h i lli t.o cnJ.ti Y' t :-s it . I f i nd ho·u var 
u11on i rwost i r,::-iti on of t ht:'.1 records t.hi t, h has faiJ.ed t o · ty t h e t.ax0s 
"rorn -Urn ;'t~hr JDP,9 to t he I• r P- s .nt t ii 18 1 ur1ti1 c: ft1, r L i oy Jectvn . 1. J.i nqm.rnt , 
xc epti:n :~ th{j year 1B93, ::1.n0. j_ sor!16 of tl10 s e years h e· 1as bid. t b , 

:t:ro1· .rty i n ,_".t, d1lin(it1 er1t prm ·e rt;; t €tx saI,;:1, ::-~J;} ara.nt1 r attsmr·t irn-; t o 
obtai n tax title thoreto . The f oJJ owinl"·; L :.i n l;Oup1et e c· t<it .ir10nt of th . 
t ,n.xe s r a i l " him aft~ i· h w o fif< (61 '. nc.1ner1t, i tic1 cJ i nr: i nt. res t , J· ,n;) . . t;y 
etc . up t o this ctat J ,vi z : 
Tax 1o r l nw·1, rn1101mt 1,mxltf<tit,:Xlf PeEiui r"d to r -.cl _.A111 at t.Lis dat , rl> l . J8 
Tax fo r 1H90, " '' " 11 11 l . JO 
Ta. f or l fl91 , 11 

" 
11 

" J. .03 
Tt -~ ~or l o J2 , " 11 11 

" 
11 , 9~ 

Tax f ot ]Jl93, {:pai d Lcd'o .'G t ecomi ng c10 .ir11lient) hone o li en, 
'I':: for lf'94, ru r, ~nnt required. to redeeli. t o d.c:,to, - - - - - - -
T·t.X Ol' ].('96 , It If I II 

TH.A f o r 1fl96 , 11 
• ll 

11 

Tii.X for .f~l ?, '' " 1.1 11 

Cur-r rJt tax t o Lo ·1ai d this . 'Gar, - - -
'1101' tJ ,, - -

.85 
• 7P, 
.?8 
. C4 



• ' ' \ , C. R. DAVIS, 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW , 

BURG BLOCK , 

ST . PETER, MINNESOTA . 

:f/::7. 
ti CJ . 

This r11orn1t wiJ.1 Le required. in case ,; on d~ tii re t.o rGcie31a , a ri ·~.s 
t 1e r~ nas :not cs :v~t b - firi any notice r,uh1t shBd Jiriii t i rie time i n which 
owner can re 1.eeni, this pro1,ort.1 is subject to ro .empti on L:v +.he owrH:i~· or 
1 i s ei.ssi r-;ns . I n r·roportion to V!l; t I 1 ai cl '\TQU f o_t the oth -.r stri ps 
the v~tln e of this str~ p ~ Suli Lot 6t}•j \1onJ.cl r19t, "xcf.~?· ~1 2 . 59 , but uncfor 
the c u·clu ~ 1 s t:.tnc _s I w1J.J. p,i v ?O l $ . 0 .00, ~ma. in aclc1..1t1on the rett.o re.d.eom 
· 'rou Jrn so deJ.inqrn:mt tux s ti.:nct tax m.1.lo s, which aJ. tor-~s thor wouJ Cl_ awot~nt 
t , 7 . G • Acoordinr;l .1 I encJ. oss ::ou deed coveri nf~ ~h i::; pro·1 Grt y 
a iiCl wv c .. ck f ol' ~ .oo. - v1h ' i f Si..i.t is fhctorv t o vm1 plaa ' B huvo d :ed 
oxc cl1lec and i·c tnrn t o me . J. oas8 111 t rr1 ·. hear fr·om i·ou at or1e6 . 

Yourn vo r·y t.ruly, 

" 
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'/ "S-nrt It,, 

r (;;' tt; 
Winon~ Minn . 

Gov . Wrn . R. . M.a.,. sha.11 , 
</ 
(;~ 

Se cr- a.t a ry Mi nnesot a. Histo'!'"ic a. l Societ y , 

St . Paul / tld n .:-1. 

Dear Sir : - Yo a~ c-.rd of a r e cent dat e requesting r emini s cences of Fort ,& 

~ 3nel l i ng and Ri dge ly vii t h a ske tc h of .ny l i :f'a i s rec e iv ed . 

The -.nnounc e:nt3n t t hat you ha d be en retcently e lec t ad t o the t 

offi ce o f s ecra t a;ry of the 1li nne sot a Hi s to r ica l Society gives me -.n 

oppa .,.tuni t y o f express ing muc h sati sfaction tha t our f or ,uer secr tiA. t a.ry , 
e 

,J . :F'. Will i a:ns ,who i s held by a.11 i n high est eei'as been suef4tdad by one 

so peculi arly suit e d f or the dutie s o f t he off i c e a s you-rsa l f , a.nd the 

d iJs cha..,.ge of whi ch wi ll t e to y t, u a s a labor of love . 

The we i ght of three scor e and t e n yea.rs i s a l ready a. burden , 

anrl. the wor k o f t :ie reaper i n the re:nova.1 o f f i ve o f t he old s at t l ers 

i n a s rn;m.ny success i ve weeks and i n wh i ch were re p1" e s ent ed St a ta.sillAn , 

t h •3 p,rt.>fess ions , cl eric~l , l aw· and medi ci ne , a l 1 pr ominent in f o rilli . g our 

St a t e governmen t nd ·contribut i ng i n a maT"ked de gl'"ee to i ts grea tness 

a na glory i s an admoni tion t hat those who were actors i n t he early hia -

to r y of o'J.r t er~it.oT·y mus t soon 1 eave it s per petui t y to others . 

The ev13nt. s o f LllY l i fe and t he humble par t I p l ayed in t he 

early days of t he t err itor i al l i f ,~ of Mi nJ.'1.esot ;s. , wi l 1 necessarily be 

bt"ie f and unint ~~res ti n g . It may i n part a ll ay curio s ity and "l'e liave 

th~ obi tuary COfilni ttdd of t he Ol d Se t tlers Associat i on f roill the l abor 
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incident to t hei r of f ice . 

r was bor n a t Greens bor o , Ve r :nc.;nt ,on ~ov erube-r 25t h , 1s2 :5. Wil -

1 ia.m and Deborah RandaU we r e t he na:nes of my f a ther and mother . All 

v~rmont ff""S a t t hat ti m13 wer 0 hone ~ t a nd nearly a ll were poor . I f to be 

of t he l a tte"" cla~ c: we T' t! a v i r t 1.1e , bu t f ew o bsi;..r ved t h .. de c a lo gue 1uore 

s cr upu\_ou s ly than we . 1iy fat her was sol di0 r i. t h war of 1812 and 

181 5, Yka s a patr iot and f or hi s co unt - i ht or wro 1g. Ha was a f armer 

and ma.lie many sacr i f ices t o edlt cat ~ hi s fa ui ly o f s ix ons a nd hm 

da.u r, t er ~ . 1 at t ~nd t~ d public sc hoo ls unti l f our t ee n y ears of a ge , and 1 

t he Semi nary a t Craf t sbur,JJ ,wi n t ers1 until I a.s tver t} . 

When I s t a rt ed vrn st (ll stai d one y ea r \Y'i th my re l.a,t i ve s a t 

He nv e t ton , . v . , ~nd i n 1844 went t o J 1l'~ i :ao is . The next y e-.r I tau ght 

s choo l i n Mis s our i -wa s clel"'k i n t he C i nton Housc , Pco-ric1. ,-1_vas c ler k 
J 

one y~ar i n A,nerican Ho 1.1c::e , Spr i tgf i e l d ,Ill . , a nd i n Geo C. Besto-rs 1 Land 

Off i c e , Pe o rLi .• On t he comp l 13t i on o f t he Michi gan and I ll i noi s Canal I 

v ne d and ran a boat , shi pp i n -; .ny own grain t o St . Loui s and Chicago . 

In the spr i n e- of 1849 , be i ng to o weak to continue Combat with 

a gue , I r e t tt "'ne d t o Vermont and be gan the s t udy of law i n ~ny brother's 

off ice . Wi t h ra t.ur>ni ng heal th t he new t el"r i t ory i n the noT"t h - 1¥ ~st p·re -

s ent ad new attract i nns , and i n Sep t embe of tha t year I left t he Sta te 

uf .. cy nta.ti vi t.:1 a.na e.rr i va u i u St . Paul early i n Oe to b~r . 
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up fro.u Gale:ia , and entered hi s s e1"v ice s oon after my arrival as cl er k 

a t Sut1e -~ 1 s St ore ,F'o,.. t Sn0l Jinc. No bett er specLnen ofi noble manhood 

ev e1" lived t ha n F·rankJ in Steele . Col. ,John H ,Steven s was Book- keepe r at 

that ti:no/and for one yea r t her e aft e r ,when I succeeeded him and rem-.in -

ed i n thi s emp loy until the spring o 1853. I n 1851 a1d 1852 treaties 

-'ffer"e made with t:ie Sio'J.X f or t he ces s ion of l and s west o f the Miss i ss -

,i pp i River-- . A ne·.1,r FoT't was order~d built near t he eastern boundary of 

their rese rv a.tion , after·nards known a s Fort Ridgely . Thr ee Co 1 s o f the 

6t h TT . S . Inf 1 t 1 y were orde~ ed to take post ther-e , two of .vhich l eft .F'o:-t 

Snelling on the 37t h of April ,18s ·s1 on the s t ~ . West ~ewton and two bar ... 

ges lad -·n .vi. th lu'.Ildbe~ and suppl i es . The troops 1 • .ve re under- co.nnand of 

Capt • . Jame s ?1tonr oB , .T . G. Kelton ,Adjt . Capt . '{ • . J. 'I' . Dana ,A. l_. M. The i tea.mer 
• 

was co .. nmand •Jd by Smi th Hal'r:Js . I acc ompanie d the troops wit h Sut l er ' s 

s ~1 pplies and was appointed Sutler of the fa st ,and was ·re -appoint·~d 

e11«3ry t hree year- s iintil the Po st vva.s abandon~;d i n the Spring of 1867 . 

I 1va.s a l so Post Master" . It .1ras .nade a money o-rde r off ice ,whi ch I r e -

s i gne d i n 18f8 . 

Af ter t he Sionx Mas sacre i n 186iJ , I re s i dad with my family 

i 11 St . Paul on·~ yea r ,and i n Oc to be ; 18 6-3 , remo ved to .s t . Pete-r ,wher0 my 

-res i dence was cont i no us unt i l M.li.y 1888 ,when I settled in t he Ci ty of 

Winona ,where thre e of my sons ~ere a.lr8ady 1oca t0d ,and i n the prac t ice 

of their p-rofessions . 
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The Legi s l a t ure '"fa.s i n sess io n vfhen I ar-r i ved i n St . Pa:ci. l,whi ch was but 

a Harnl e t , St . Anthony next i n s iz e ,St il lwa t e ;o wi th a smal le r populat i on , 

and Ll:! ndota , t e hea<lriuarte r•s o f the Ame r ican F'L1r Co.npany ,a Village on 

Indian l anrls , was the fourth Yi lJ age in point o f numbers i n t he then 

Territo ry . On t he f i rst of Sept .1 1850 , I wa~ electec a ~ember of the 
J,;;;Vt.~~.U 

Legis lat. u r; .,/ily d i s t r ic t extended west to the Mi ssour i Riv er . WasA'i hrice 

re - elect ed i n t his District , and se r v ed i n t he Territorial Legi s l a ture 

t hree suc cess iv9 years , vi ~ :- 1 85 1 - 1858 - 1R ~ 3 . 

I was chai rman of th. Co~uitt ee on Srhools f or these year s . 

I n trod11cad t ha bi ll fo-r t he .801.ldwi n School , a.nd for t :-i 1~ or gani zat i on of 

thP. County of Hennepin i n Nh i ch J l ived . Was chair,nan o f the Com.mitt ~N 

on Snrol Je d Bi 11 s ,<l u r ing t 'le t i J1c. ~ the dut i es of whi ch ·Her~ a:r duous , du -

ring the n i nety d ays session of is5 ·-s ,when an ent irt; r-dvi ion o f t he 

St atutes · a s enacted . So on after t he c los e of th0 sessi on I t oo k up my 

a bodn at Fort Ri d!gel.y , livi n g the f irs t su,_n;aen in t emt s . 

Was ,nar r i ed on t he. ~8th day o f FebT"uary ,1854, d.t J.u i ney , Ill • 

t o Mi s s Wi lh3lmi na H. Langa and hav:. ou~ sons and t hrt; ..; d4ughter- now 

l iving . Dr . Hl:mry Ray;:iond , the youngtJst , a p hys i c i an , died a t Vi nona on I 

t h0 7th of Dec~ .nbe r , 1890_,. a t t he age of 26 yea rs . 
~ 

I was a t AF'or t dL1rin p; i ts investment by t he Ind i a.as i Aug. 

18 62- And , i f I a i ded i n defence o f t h·~ Fort and the h ..ind r c ci s o f refug-

ees who ha.d s ought shelter t he r e fro ,n t he murd Gro us S(loux , I ~y r~a-
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sonably be char ge d wit~ having 

been peT"sonal Jy inter- est ed . 1/r:f family w·eT" \3 there ,.ny dwellingJ store , 

Yfa-re - house , catt le, hor ses and a.11 ::ny pe r sonal pr-o ;)er t y including cloth-

in. g a nrl. ,noney W\':T" t; bllrned or captur t~ d . 

A Histol" y of F'or t Ri dgely and it s defenc e during the Indian 

Massa.er ~ , w·ri tten by .nys e lf a nd publi s hed i n t he Winona Republican of 

March 5th, 1802 , and afterwards published entire in s everal nevsp•pers 

in t he Sta b :: , mi ght properly be .nade a part of this sketch. It was 

t hought by .na.ny to be entitled to a place in t he second volu.ne of ?v:i R 

'lsota i n the civil and Indian ifa"' ~ --. 

T e Co.nmi ssion dett3T":ninad oth:.r wi se . Whil e ti . Sheehan ,who 11',1.S 

i n com..:nanci and ot h131"s ·Nell qualified to dJci.de say it is a.b~o1ut0iy ) " 

col'.'rdct . Af tdr t ea.d i ng the T"e port of t ha defence of the lt,or yby Lt . Gar ·~ 

of t he 5th R.e g 1 t Vol .1 eontain..,d i n the f irst volume o f M.inn ·:)SOta in 

t he Civil War" N'hi c h diffe} lnaterially fro .n the article r c ferr~d to , 

i t is easy to s e (3 that if mi ne v1a s eor-e~ct the histoT'y is not , a.nd 

mi ght east so~e suspicion of inaccuracy and d istrust as to t he relia-

bility of t b.e s oar ces of inf oT" ,nation by vhie h the Volume was cornp i l -

ed. and leav ~ the i1npres s io n~ that self Ag-ra.nd i ;i;ement and glory hii.d i n -

spi red th .. author , and what "fill be read by rna.ny a s histoT'y is i n fact 

onl y hi s story . A copy o~ the above :nentiondd articl~ is now i:i.1 the Hi s -

torical Society .no i.rnt ed a.nd inde x e d by ou..,.. for.ner Sec -re taty . Mr. Wil l i -

a :ns writ e s :ne t ha t i t i s a vaJ uable contrib~t ion and wi l l a i d a.t some 
. t>o:nn i J in t: a tT'ne history of J!i nnefota . 

futurt~ tLne~ · .. . - -~_]_,_ 



- 6 -

In 1.85 ') CongT"e ss p4r- sed an act prohibiting th·~ War Depa.T"tment from re -

sel"ving a t any 1'.d.li ta·ry Poft more than one section of land . Re gardless 

of this l a 'f ,the same year t heT"e 1.'fas a surv13y made for a -re servation 

containin ~ .nore t han t hi -rty sections o f land for Fort Ridge ly . When 

t he publ ie land survey vras r:u de i n 1858 the illega l Military -raserve 

was disl"egarded ,and .,.,hen suT"veyed , .. u the lands wer~ advertis8d as 

Publcic Lands anrl subject to ent t"y . I pre -emptt=~d tha quarter sec tion on 

1 . .,h ic h I lived and Ind.de lny improve;nents and locat 11d scri p on.., other 

lands so :ne of which include d impT"ovem~nts ,:iadg by t he government . 

One of these builclin.es I had i nsur e d a.nd Nhile oce•.ipi ed by Col . Wra. 

P~"endc r , co rFaanding the f-'ost , it was turned and t he insurance .srro pt:rly 

pa.id to me . While i n St . Paul I was served with the foJlowing arrest . 

HGdlt Quart 0rs , District o f 1./tinnesota , 

Depa:rtm-ant of the North- v.,es t , St . p,ul , April 12th , .l865 . 

Speci&l Ord~r ,-~o . 78 - Extrac t . 

Tn accordance with an~ order- from t he 

War DepaT't .nent t -ransmi tted th"'ou e;h Head QuartfF•s ,Departtllent of the Nor-

t h - wes t , Capt . 10,. E. Pal mer ,Co:nmanding Co . K. J 23rd Reg' t Vet e-ra.n Reserve 

Co-rps ,will cause t he i aned iat e al"r0st and despatc h to Department Head 

Quar t. t~ r s at llil"vd.uke e ,'¥iseonsin , und e r- stT"ong guardJ of B. H. Randa.11 , 

SutleT" a t Fort Rid ge l y , unde rstood to be now i n this city . Tha guard 

to consist o p not les~ than f our privates will be placed ~nder the 

command o f a non - co ~nmiss ioned of fie er of .a.pp rov ed f i de l ~ ty . 
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Ur an arrivaJ a t Dep-s..t . Head Quar t ers the pr i soner wil J. be disposad of Ji 

i n accordanee with the o de -r s of t he Major Gener a l command i ng the De -

par-t111ent , to whos e; Ass t . Adj t . Gen> 1 , l.-1a.jor C. S . Char lot , th·a non- co;.n:ai-

ss ionerl oL'f i crr" co.n1;iandinF: the guard, 17ilJ. r-eport Ln.nediat.aly upon h i s 

a r r- i va l. Capt . CaiYve-r,Chia f J.r . J' :r . of the i strict1 Nill furnish the 

necess ar-y trans po,..ta ti on . 
o.~ 

By eo&nanrl of Br i g ~ Gen >l . Si bl ey ) 
) 

off icial R. C. Olin Cap t . 6.L6l. G. ( 

R . C~tt' n 
I Ass t . Ad j uta.nt Geno a l. 

On t hat P. M. wi th a gua d of one Car_ oral and f our privah~s with m1s -

1r P ~ C' 
.1.. .. - v ..... : ' we 'rnnt on board a Steami;;r fo ·r Red Win t; ( the lake not be i r g open ) 

whe,.. e vrn stai d ov er- nigh t . 

On our a,..r i val at t he ijotel , th~ eve~; nearly occu ~d a sc -

ene . The house was full of peop l e wai ting to take passage on the St!3aF-a -

er\ r e turn . One of the guard while se t i~ d in t ht. of ic / li:: a int; bac k 

wit h h is . usket re.tinfl on the flo or and ve tical ,was d i schar ged , the 

ba l l go i n ; through the ce ili Land f loor i n thd roo~ ove~head f i lled 

Rit h woille and children rob i n g fo trip up the r i ver . ~o one wa~ k i l~ 

l ed . The sol dio.,, hac1_ forgo tt en to di scha-r ,e hiE gun l' hen cor:iL 1g o f f 

guard i n the morming . 

Th~ i ext day vL took td. / .:'l , t ~ sa s old way for Re "<ls La.n .-

I s tayed t om~ ho t el , the ,ua:rd at a not her . The guard left St . Pa ul wi u~. 
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out rations or .noney . I pai d al 1 thr;i r •Jxpenses for meals and hotel 

bills , including sleepi ng berths to .Ji 1.val1kee and breakfas t there , a.nd 

.,..eooT" terl to Gen 1 1.Curtis . I ns t ead of a TJ . S . Marshall to take charge of 
'I.A-me the sa:ne conspic,..ous guard was contin1.1'., d on t o Washington . Thi '.- see!1l -

ed a sufficient co.m1an<l , a nd the pr isoner' of suff ici ent importance to 

detail a staff off i cer vvi th t he rank o f Ma.jor to t ake charge of t he 

guard . Thi s officer>s attention wa.s p· incipally devot ed to a vo:n&n o f 

the town or rather several tovvns , that acco _n ani ed him f r o:n M.ilwallkd~ 

and oc cup i ed a berth i n the s l ~eper wit h hi~ fro~ Chicago . 

M:Y -reliuest t o be a l lowed to oecupy a be rth vii L1 t :1e Corpora l 

at ;ny exp..-., ns e wa~ ind i gnan tly ~ef ..is ed . Thr:i No11a 11 r e fere d to was not 

re port ed as a pa~ t of tha guard bi t WdS spec i a lly de t a iled as a co npan. 

i on t o solace t his daughty M._j or ~n hi s lonely vi :ils ,whosv br i ef ail -

eo.n.e a ~emini scenee of valor e'. . o r the de'b.e,Jation of an ad;nirin , but de -

luded post er i ty . 

On reachinc Balt i :nor: the co ,nmand~r of the guard vvit h hi s 

cypria.n co ntinued on to Was hinet<Dn and left t he guard to procure t rans· 

portation . J went t Barnum's f or dinner, taki11t: tha CorporaJ i th me 

t o save hi~ fro~ censure f or neglec t of duty i n euard i n g h is pr i s one-r . 

Here I t. e l egr ap r eel Senato I"' Rams~-Y , and reac hed the c .,pito l l ate i n t he 

evenL ,c:. I pro cu-red a cco m:noda t ion c: f or t he guar d a d took the Corporal 

to a hotel whera wa spent the ni ght . 
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The next llornin " I gazed u po t he .f amiliar feat res of t he dead Presi-

dant , whose body vas lyi g i n state i n the "ot nda o f the Capitol . Sve -

ry w·herv vva s excj_t e,n0nt , o f f ice ~ were clo sed , th1~ country >lf' t S in mourn@ 

ine; , and preparat ions being inade f or the funeral that W"as to cul .ai! a. t e 

at ~pr in f i eld Il l - . 

Wit h t he Corporal I succeeded i n findin our vigilan t coin-

mand e.,... and .vas surrend ~~.,... ~~d to Gen> l , Frey , t he Provost Ma:rshaLl Gen> 1 , 

a.nd wa::; confine d i r t.l:Te- old Ca ·)i to l Pri son . After t h8 r e turn o f t he fu -

nel"'al pa-rty f o::i ~-ie "·7 ··ar k , Senato~~ ..... d ;ne with a release fro m a l! 

ca.ptivit '' t hat had continued nine day • Congr ss p o.nptl passed a mt 

a.ct re t.Jibursi n~, :ny expenses . 

I tal e thi s oppo rtuni ty t o se t t r ·~~ -L a-1y s us picion that 

my arrest was on account of any act , thought ,or word of ;ni ne t hat was 

tinctu red wi th di sl oyalty to t he gov er ninant . 

I travel Jed home,vard over the s d..ne r oute that I waf: ta ken a 

p ~ i sone r , i n a n iv ate c_r , t e guest o f Capt. Robt . T. LincoJn, who was on 

his vay to attend the l as t o bseq1Jiis ov er his f athe-r 1 s ·remains at his 

old ho~e at Springf i e l d . 

Se t t l ~ r Ncr ~ dis trustful of Ind i~s a.d low t o ret1rn to 

t he f romti 10 • I continued .ny bu s i nas s at the Fort unt il 18 68 , r es i gned 
CDvv{ ~ d.L.-~1--

t ha off ice of P. M. a nd co ~n:nenced t he manu facture "-of Boots a.nd Shoes 

i 1 ~t · P~ t ..; r , wh·:: e ,ny f a .nily hd.d bec:n living si nee the Indian Massac r d 
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w·i th t he ex ception of one y ear i n St . Pau l. The na.ne of our f i r ,n ;va s 

Lanz ,Rand 11 f .,. Co . We afterw~rds s ol d our p lant out of which has grown 

t he 'lorth Star 3 ., s Co . o f Mi nneapol i s . I continued :ne r c h,ind i st: unti l CY. 

1888 , w·hen I r ~;nov ed f r o;n St. P0t er . 

r was elected f o1r t i mes a meffiber of the Ci ty Coanc i l of 

st . Pe t (~ l"' , and once a s Mayor . Wa s president of t he School Board sevan 

years . Wa s Connty Supsr i nt anden t o f Sc hools ,Ni co l l 13t County , t w·o year s ., 

and r epr e sent ed ~i co ll et Co 1nty 11 th3 Stat e Legi s l at ur~ f or the year 

1 88 3 . Many of the ear ly set t ler~ have hc1,d gr e a t er a1 d beth!,.. oppa r tu -

11i tia s t o ass i s t i n e la va ti ng idrnesota to i ta pr es ent enviable posi-

her f ound •r s t han I . They builded bet ter than t hey knew. 
~':~~~ 

Very Re~pe ct fuiJ y , 

fl,f(l[~ 
... . . .. ~. ·~ · ·.: ::·.f:,,. 





0 0 

Secretary of t he Minnenota Hietoriaal society , 

St. Pau1, .1inn . 

Dear Sir : -

The o1\ j ectH of tr e llinneso~. a lif-itoric\11 Society are tJ1c co ll e c 101 1... 

nnwrvation anrl puhlioation of rr:a te:!.'·ials relatint:: to thfl history of' this 

sketehes , arv1 : ort:rai tA of 1 t R pionee.rA f.Hi ii prominAn t ci ti.~ens; to record 

their worlc in settling the Atate and buildinr: u p its towns anrl cities and 

i nstitutions . 

I have many t 4.mofl in f'orrn~r year .. been. .r.cqucAt,C?tt 'hy J . 'Fletcher 

Will iamR, wJ 1.lH A~oret,A.:ry o f ' tJ1e Sontety, anrl hy J:ix-Govffrno r Wm. H. Mar f"'h ci.H 

hior;ra:phy . 

Society, a po!'t:rRi t oo p10:t f'I'ort£ a pl'J'"'t,ot-ra:ph tF.tkan i n 1853, af'teT' :f'our 

-years reEJidence in .J.111mn10ta , a~~ rl ,n experinnce of thre .. years aF3 a memhe.r 

t 1r.ne w io rer.:..a i.n amon..., UR . It we.~ at a time when I was most engae;ed 

i r: public af~'airs snrl pc';}rhapA :uorA ciemspicuous tJrnn m1t'1 t, 116. V'e 'heen t he 

caae if rivalry for office har'!. b ~e n :man ifef:ltert. hy other Turtles i L the 

l... Tank . 

Durtn' t heae yearR I .resided e.t Fort Snelling . The rli~t~ict which 

I v.aa elected t~) repreRent in t he legislature extcn<led. :from IAittlc Crows 
•' 

ext e~;,1i.n[<" west 'jc thr; Minsouri Jliver . 

Menclota tn my <t:tat:r.:i.ot, wai;; 1ea.dquerter~ of the American Fu.i'"".' Company 

wher~ thA factor , the lRt~ Ex-Oove nor H. H. Sihl0y , ren ided , an~ ~ns t he 

f ourth vi llage in nrn:iher of in1mh1.ta.n t,A in the 't:' e1:-ritory at t hat. time . 

Songre~fl had aut.J10r i:zei'l. A. ninet.y nayR AeAR1on in 1851 t o oodi.fy t he 

lav:s . M. E. Ames wa.R elect-



- 2-

ap~·o int (t el).R. :lrnmn of t he comr it tee{~ on i::o.10 01s A.nrt enroll Jl h illf·i, i n 

th Hnw-ie . 

We i~comcd toeflt"NU." at the Central 

/HJ~ t of' our t:l B w~u~ CT.avot1 'l ·t. t hA ve:r.ifi.eatj_on o f t'.c, enroll-

men t i1wi\tent t o t he pa s sage of t ho f i rGt oon Jlete code fo:r Hi nn rnotn . 

dto , ' o:e All tll :o.. t prn:-t above Hinne- ha-ha Crfle}~ i n 1852 1 

Believinr; tJvtt t·ic treaty ::-~1acl • wj t } t ho Inniam~ at ·renrJotr. :tn 1 ~ 5 1 

cla j.ins a id !) ettl ~ cl about t he f ulls . 

During t he ~u3sion of the l egin l a ture i r: 185~3 I introdnce~t t :_e b i.11 
• 

f or th. org n j_za.tion o:r the c:mmty or' H :..n .. e i~. IT?°'. i(~11 1 e nr::c a l ow . H :-

One rnry eol ay <hn:-ing t hiB wintm" I :renm. ined at t . Fort an"l . i d 

not attowl t :10 serrnion. , e.n1 was c. a '.U~d u:oon f\y an o l rl An· venerat)le 

who c f.;::m ... nt,o .. y or'f 1 Al a l rnost ex.i~m.u~ted . He was warmed and f'c an . 

Ha r e l a t ed to me t ha t 

he ;:.now of t ' .e exiAtmi<~e , extent arnl ,..l.ireotion 0f t} e rig lar~e , •rhic h 

I •rm~ in-~or1·m ted in hi:; d.eac;ription awt made 

ei. Cu-Reyrcscntuti V() f ro;n JJt:iXota r:ounty. Th ey had al. heard of ..... 
].1, ' but 

neve~ SfJen it ~ ·I tnlt~e('l with Col . ~T . H. Steve ,s a rl l·H.3 ma.de Ul.'l'a.nge-

J.at; lt8 to U?:tko a trip t o it Nfte1 tb~ ad;j <nu:r.tIJmnt of t 1H.:l le g t . latu:re . o • 

tho l.l t h of April ne:for ·.· the ice ft.iisurppeared anii wn tlo t he S\vamps an 

strea.mR coulr'l he crossed , Calvin A. Tuttle furnir.:iher t· t cara , tvro men with 



b Jdd.ine, v1.:: set o t t o exp l or, f; i t . I r,;iade an ear l y Rt&X't fro H Fort 

Af'tor SU:f:.· J ng 

on 1',ootJ1-soine Pemicon~ wt t h a RB.1d.le f Jr pillow, I l air1. down tQ court 

tlli".1 1 a lrny . 

on root ta ex:lrr J tha l Rke . The n oif;y wool"l:peek.er waB del ing fo h id.den 

Tht~ chiek.- o- dees weL o a~. :!.rntustriousl~ 

of anirnate life t,o he seer or hearl'l, t ; rt j_f:lt u.rb the vast f)olitude . We 

wau.-.ed .,any mil es ove-r the honey- eomhmi iny oovc1r i 1 g o f t he la:·e. Ye 

- r l ")ii t ~i< . ) ' (;0 LLic.1. 1 t r ., ... l"" D!1 i 

Thi A wtrn t 10 firR t vist t an repor t matte by wh 1 t n men , of th{? lake , 

I chro:nicl~ thin event , not BO r.::uo .. tc nonv0'/ the ine<l tJ:nt I rrn.l-1 

I lrnew t l:e o :~fioer. and 

Monroe and I,ieut . (! .• t; . Kilton, J~esp1<> t:i.vely , an Capt .. N. ,J . T .. Dana 



t hnr Becre'!;a:r' of Ye:r . ;a....=---. ...... 
' Qf 'in1u ~ "; 1 .. 01•t on the 3ot11 of· Ap1.• i l, H>:-)5 . \'las r.: ;:pointed Su.tle-r tirvl 

In t h· .. su.ra.:~'"lr of 1852 the steamer Yanlrnc witL a .arty f ex ,\1rstonists 

ge:·n cteh ker.l A.nrl <lanced upon tJ ·"; prairi t<J . 

staaier prior to t hi s trip of tle WAs t 1ewton . 

t h, ci tizo.n ref\.l,gt:iBn , in dcf<:mse of thfa Jl'ort . The t r:rn t:Lruony o f tl (, cor11-

nia tr1i.1 £, o '.'fice.r an.-t t h r. , if:! ab .tndant to ~'>:1 m t l1.e vulu of this con-

Th J. en:ovf-11 of al:L the 8ioux Indians 

latiorrn o ... yeaJ'.'. of toil , vrn .. n wi .'"le ri 1":".ro:ru t he fece of' tho en.rth , i n t he 

domic~led a.nee 1863 . 

I rep1· ~iRentc7,1 1lic011et C01.r:1ty i n ti11-, lee.;t8 l a tu ... ·c i n ~. / j cf 8 

t o E';l'ect fl monu 11t;nt t o r::t~r· . ~. 'th, $11 t~e on wh ich Fort T-U. 1£:' ly MR e .. t:::c ted , 

heen 1nade t'o1' th~ t p1.u·po:;e .. 

Thir; cm.J.rnm~ tion constitute~ t J•t:1 off:i<~es with 1vh LoJ I hart 'i ·een 10nored 
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.... . t· .. 
- 'I i t - u.: n 1 l ~ . t ocl 

the O:t t y , \v-a ~ i 0ount y Su_:im:-in t enctent of f-choo l s t w(, y aro ; t!1A. t for a 

lone ; o:r A. . P . 

t h i n • Rt i h i n "7 )z !J,-,..-l tJ •. 7""' ,(r-0., 0 / / ,:,/_-A A • •• , "b'-, .A-._:..__,,,,.: ,-'"" ) t.-c.::::ta.£(. . A l'lnl. " .. _ve eg .. ~:; . I'// tf "'"'~~ '-"'-- uu~ - .V Jvvvr ..,....· -· V \.. 
I I 

I was J-iorn in Gr fi c-mn'ho:r.·c ., Or leanH c; ount y , Ver r:ont f on No 1rn : .. l'() :~ 2f.i t h , 

aa t he m~ hi t i ouR yout,l: o r VP.r1ri.on t rni gh t, ho1:ie t . fi t t. '· i i• ht t L.ut t:L:~ . I 

so l d t lle aAJrno, t c l uy RC l s.ool b(H)}~B , :ploughe rt. ar.ong the Btone8 wit h ox.en , 

r eapert r;r a t n w:t t h a Rickl e , reA. r: Ana t,o·, y , awl rre · i cti l books , pouu eri 

Dani e l l)us tin , i n Cr aft shure; . 

t hf! Aumri.t-:1r o f' 1844. , a.nrl WHli t rnst, t augh t sc ho •> 1 in MiSBO'ur:L O!l '~ y eru.,, 

s or i he in tJ e l anrl of:Ci e e () f nt,o . c , Hes tor, Peori a , fmd o wirnd anr1 r.1 }.}e .... a t 0d 

p' i ns , 

on t h R I l 11noiR ftiver , to Chicago Rld st . Loui e , 

on alte1~n -~t e 1B.yn , r1hoo.i-.:-. 'iii t <l._ ~w , fi 't swallowed. quin:Lne wi t rl r egular-

i n t he ffpr i n :· of 184~ , I olmierl r.iy hur-1 .' n o:1:J i.n t hc. wes t Rn< . r e tnr n wl to 
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Vermont, wi t,h (~ pos B i hili ty thft t I r::1i f;ht r ema tn and g:cow u:y with t1.e eou: 

A:lter f ive yeru.-r· spent in n country of nroad. level prairies , n'-'tVi-

~~-:...~'.""!e .. fJ , e:JC1)imdvo l a'·.es , a1d.f.-e~ "'i.lo Roil , t L ... h i 11: f ' :.y native 

J{;t, atA seem d t•, have expanded , tlu1 :i:I>1tel~J£a~~ i.ntorva l B t o h.avo contracte·d./ 

t 1;e Ht < n 8 to have multipl ied , th~, r-:oi l in.m~ ·~irrn en. i n s tbr ility , t 10 :hahit.S 

and_ ml.fl toms of t 1e p eople hnd bee1 intensi:fie . in auster i ty ; sixteen hou:l"s 

for rntm to lahor , Ar 11 eigr1tee:1 foi" wo nen , out of twenty.-:four , lflft l"iut 

lit tle tir::ie for r ecr eation a n '.i tmprovement . The aooie ty o:f loving :friends 

w ~? or f .aniz e'L. 

'epte.nher of thn t year, l.~innef:otn has ncen rr.;y home . 

' ' ' ·relona Lange . Two of our chi i dr0n , one f on of ~~Yent,y-six 2. n-1 one daugl1 

tH>iri t worlrt .• Four ~ons oud t w·' d,. n t h ters , 1'7! c. ,_o ior their parents, 

t he tr country , rc~ma in our 1r::·o;p. in decl ining a ge . 

Very trul y yom."fl , 

Wi nona , 1f. inn . , 

Feh . ~ ; 120 2 . 

I was acqua:tn tecl w:-i.. 1; 11 n1m i n v ermom:. 'V7H Hl a r o y . \ J. wets 
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F ORT RIDGELY AND I 'l'S DEFENSE • 

J3y B. H. Randall • 

Whe n requ ested, a sh ort t ime since, to wr i te an a tticle 

:for 1 ublication on the history of Fort Ridge.l.y and its detemi'e 

during t h e Sioux mas sacre, it did no t occur to me at that time 

what great cha nge s bad tak en pla ce duri ng t h is period, embracing 

nearly forty ye ars. 

This fact c onsidered, to ma1 ~e a n art i cle comprehensiv e 

would requi r e more space t han at first seemed neces s ary to me , and 

perh aps more t h an you could nrof i tably devot e to it in your paper . 

The population of' t h e 'ferr i tory in l<'.350, t hen extending 

t o t he ~li ssouri R 'ver, was but a fract i on ove r s i x t h ous and, liv-

i ng on cede d lands east of t h e Missis s i ppi. The exceptio n s were 

a settlement at Mendota, surrounding the Ameri i:an Fur co• s out-

fitti ng post_, a few trading posts, half a dozem Indian farmers, as 

many blacksmiths, a nd ab out t he same numl>er of missionar ies. 

Treaties were made with the Sioux in 1851, at J.1Iendota 

a nd Traverse de S irux , wh ereby t h ey ceded to t he Unit e d Stated all 

t h eir land s i n t he Territ o:ty of J1Jinne Bo t a, ex c«3 ptine; a strip of 

country t en m·ile s wide on bo t h sides of t he Mi nnesota River , t h e 

e a ste:r n b oundary of which was the mouth of Little Rock creek, a 

small stream empt ying i nt o t he Minnesota river on the sout h side, 

four1·een mile s northwest from New Ulm, extending t o Lake Traverse. 

In 16158 t h ey by treaty sold all t hat part of t: eir reserve on the 

n or t h s~de of t h e river. 

The t reaties u~re rat i f i ed by t h e United St a tes Se nate 

i n t he spring of 1 8 53 . I n a nticipation of the ul t i mate r a tifica-

tion a few persons had Eelected cla i ms a nd moved onto t h em before 

t h e exodus of t he Sioux t o t heir reservat i ons be gan. It ma y be 

s aid the Ind i ans were propr i etors and only occup ant s of the lands 

• 
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i n Minne sot a west of t h e Ussissipp i river up to t hat time . 

:Sy t h e c once ntrat i on of t he variou s bands up on t h eir 

r e s ervatio ns , a wilder ne ss ex1·s ·t ed. N th " · - o 1ng r ema i ne d t o r emi nd 

one of f or me r population , but de ep worn trails t h at wound a long 

t he si des of bl uf f s and b orders of marsh and lake ~ 

various stages of preservation and deccmpoai~ 

i -ig maiden , t he g odde ss of t he tl'•ibe and pri de . of t he vi l l age , 

had depart ed, and onl y he r fa ir name a nd fame we re l eft as a legacy 

of p erpetual i nheritance for a fai:r. c ity . 

Where now huge elevators, mi ght y i n strength, r elieve 

t he burs t i ng granaries of t hrifty farmers , t heir s hadows f all up on 

t he ground wh er e the Ind i a n dug h i s cache , and s t ored ·h i s wild 

rice, t h e ma i n cereal product of t hi s fe r t i le v al l ey . Th e con-

t r ast is t oo s ie;n i f icant • I le ave t o t he ima g inat i on t o p i c t ur e 

t he r ude life of our immed i at e pr ede ce ssors, t he a b or i g i ne s . 

Our fl our i ng mills of insatiable maw, with mechanism of 

i ntricate d evi ce, bewilder t he sense • 

The h i ve s of j_nC!.us try , wh ere t he b uzz i ng c ircle , t h e 

wh i z z i ng band a nd giant s tr i des of gang saws displ ay the gen ius of 

inve nti on , respond with the dexter i t y of human i rt ell i ge nce t o 

t he wi l l oi" man . Cribs of l umber a spir i ng t u c ol umns, c ove r i ng 

br oad acr es, t ell of de nuded f ores t s 1 r epr esent cap i t a l , e nter-

pris e , weal th . Our tower i ng ch i mneys of br i ck and mortar , where 

t h e h oars e- v oice d s te am wh i s t l e c a lls t :h e ar t i s an t o t he busy hum 

of t irele s s mach ine r y . Our solid l abratories of l i ghte ni ng illu-• 
minate our corner lots in spots and fleck the sky with s11ver, 

r ev olve t he wh e el s with mys ti cal i nf l ue nce, s ol ve t he p r oblem of 

r api d t r ansit, and lceep a n eve n ke e l with t he cars of p r ogr ess . 

Our sc ore of Chri s ti an church st eep l es , pierc i ng the 

sky , tel l of God a nd mortal i t y . 

Our struct ure s of l ea r ni ng mark the era of uni ver s al 

and higher educa t i on . 

Our t empil.e s of j ustice , c ounty and nat ional , a r e fa sh-



i oned b y renowned artists a nd moulded in symmetry . s o may t he 

scales ever find equal p oise . 

Our pal atial marts vie with t he Or1' ent · 1n var ie ty a nd 
luxur i' · Ol' ~ ao · o i' nt t ~ ~ .. ; men s • 

owerin.cr !=:t a 11 dp1'pe " t 1 t o - • ~ s r ugg e o kis s t he c l ouds 
of grat i t ude. 

Our br i dge s, elevated on p iers f a r above t he ch i mneys of 

the fire ca nor , with iro n arms exte nded , i mploring reciprocity with 

Minnesota 's foster mother, i sconsin , sp an the maje sti c river 

whos e wat ers l ave our shores. His r unning quali t ie s a lone rema in 

un challe nged. His origin , still obscure, of wonderful sou 1ce , he 

meekl y bough s his statu t or y he ad a t El k Lake. 

Our sewers gath er all noxious vapors of a irand water , 

t ha t p ool their issues and offen d t h e eye or nostril, carrying 

t em t h rou gh i s b owels in earth and ej ecting t hem i nt o a forei g n 

sta.te t o be s hone no mor e. 

Our opera h ouse, wi t h its numerous eligible site s , is 

in t he s wim. 

" The inona" i s a hotel building in which ou r pe ople 

tal:e pr i de • 

Th e embowered castles of the rich , adorned wi t h all t h e 

embellishments t hat re f ined a nd luxuri ous taste ca n i:;ugges t , with 

h ousands of humble r homes, where domestic tranquili ty lends its 

l ustre , a nd white wi n ged peace gilds t he rustic furnish ings . 

J3road avenues are arched with t he spreading arms of 

native elms a nd semi-tropical. :forest. Shrub and f1ower 

boulevards , border ou r lawns and ornament i n ga udy colors an d 

geometric device our garde ns, filling the air with delicious fra-

grance. Verily , t he soul of t he Dakota was benighted ; and when 

si t ting up nights with his num·eroue family , to wat ch the change 

of moon r~om old to new , he littl e dreamed t h at s t reams of ye llow 

ligh t would flame out from a score of gas oline t ank s, a ligh t to 



our fe e t and l amp t o our path. Poverty of la.nguage is appare nt in 

por tray i ng t h e transforn_at i on t a t progr e s s i v e civiliza t i on h as 

wr ought . 
0 r sp a r kling l ak e s mirroT :the gra nduer of t heir border s 

' p icture s que bl uffs shade our beauti ful l and, w1 ere l es s t han f orty 
y ea rs ag o 

"The Indian warrior wooed ~~~~iilll 
a nd t he wild fox dug h i s hole 

h e immensit y of the t heme"mus t g i ve us pause." 

.# To prevent conf lic t be t wee n t h e I ndians a nd wh i te se t -

t l ers , a milit a r y p os t w~ s ordered establ ished ne ar t h e eas t e rn 

bounda ry of t h e reservati on, one hundr e d and eighty miles n or t h -

west fr om iinona . The s i t e was se l e c ted by Col. Fr a ncis Lee of 

the Sixth United States I nf a ntry a nd capt . ll J. T. Dana of the 

Q.uar term.aster' s dep <1 rtment , la. te in t he fall of 1852. Maj • Woods, 
wh o h ad commanded t he troop s in the remova l of the Sac and F ox 

ind ians from t he s tate of I owa in 1850 , a nd bu il t and commarded 

t he fort wh ere t he city of Fort nodge is situ ted, was ordered to 

a ba nd on t h a t pos t a. nd t ake comma nd at the n ew fort. On the 26th 

of .April , 1853 , two compan i e s of t he Sixth I nfa ntry , unde r comrna nd 

of Capt . J ames Monroe, went aboard t he g o od ste amer ~est Newt on an d 

t wo barges a t FDrt Snell i ng , with l umber a nd s up1Jlies for t h e new 

fort , wi th the expect a tion of meeting the tro ops from For t Dodge 

at t.he mout ~ : of the J3 lue F.arth river . The troop s not having ar-

rived, t lie boat proce eded up t he unexplored river a nd on t h e 30 th 

lancled at the fo o t of t he bluff below t he site of t h e new fort and 

went int o camp, and preparations for bu11d1n~ began. Thia waa the 

firs1t stearrer t h at had a s ce nded t h e Mi nnesota r i ver a ny d is t a ce 
~ j f 

abc-J "T:re the mouth of t h e Blue Ear t h . /~1· A~ 1~· ,./r. ~ 1t;- ·" .. ~ "" fill'"' t..r- ;~ .... ', ,,.,f IQ ~ "I;, ~· • I' . 

Ma j. VJO ods arr i ved so on after , nav igat i on on the Minne-

•I 
__.~_ ...... 

sota was deI!J.onstrat ed t o be pract i cable by t hat veteran , Smith 

Harr is ., a nd s teamb oa te f rom t he Oh io r iver were not infrequent 

v i s:i t or s . Ridgely was i n no se ns e a fort, bu t b y ge n er a l a ccep-

t at :i on . It wa s n ot de s igned or constru cted a s a p l a ce of def e nse. 

I
., 
" 
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I ndians had agr eed by solemn treaty to remain fo r ever 

a t peace with t he white s, and good Indians ne ve r lie • 

I t was buil t on a plain for ty rods f r om t h e edge of a 

steep bluff Of t he r iver on t he south , and a gradual sl oping bl uff , 

l ess abr up t, to a creek r unning 

the same distanee. 

A wooded rav j_ne ext ended up t h r ough t he r iver bl uff t o 

about one hundred yards of t he s outh west corner , while a consider-

able depression was continued some distance farther. 

The St. Pe ter r oa d l ed up t he cre ek 1luff ravine along 

t he north side of t he fort, with a l eve l s t retch of prair ie t o t he C:..·, 
nor th . 

It was just s uch a pla ce as t h e I ndians would ha ve selec- "' -
'-f ' 

ted f or t 1ie buil ding , if t h ey ha d conte mplate d it s capt ure. ~ 
gear a nd parallel wi t h t h i s ravine a nd road, was a row 

of s i x build ings of hewed l ogs fro nti ng on th e rear of t h e bar racks , 

an avenue of f'i:fty :feet between. The east bui1ding in this row 

was occup ied by Or dna nce Ser ge ant John Jones a nd family, one as 

t he post h ospital a nd the ot her as l aundress ' s quarters . The s e 

we re first used f or officers' quar ters. 

The fort proper was built up on a square of t h r ee hundred 

fe e t . The barracks formed t he n or t h side - - two hundred and forty 

f ee t i n length , t wo stor i es h i gh , with t ~ o piazzas t he whole 

l ength . his was bu ilt of granite , c s was s.lso t he commissary on 

t he west side, with only a pasfJageway between t h e t wo build i ngs. 

This was one story, one hundred and forty by forty feet. South of 

t hi s t h e sally port, on either sj_de of which the cann on a nd f ie ld 

piece s were parked. The r emainder of t he we s t s i de was covered 

wi t h a lo ng build ing. for officers' quarters . Th e west half of 

t h e s outh side was a doubl e build ing known aa command ing offi cer' s 

quarters . The oth er half of t he south s ide was vacant and open . 

The east side was use d for offi ce r s ' quarters . All 

t h ese buil d i ngs, wi t h wide verandas , fronted up on the parade grounds , 
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covered with velver sward, wi t h drives a nd walks of graceful curve -

t he f lag eve r f loat i ng fr om a staff i n the ce nter. All t hese build-

ings were built with gro oved co r ner p os ts; hewed logs t enoned to 

fit t he groove f or med t he ·side s . The guard house was outside, s ixty 

fe et west of t he sally port;. further ·west t he s utler's store 
st111 ~urther , beyond the 

his st ore ho use and dwe l ling ,. not far from t ie edge of t!1e woode d 

bluff . 
Dire ctly s outh of t h e for t and near t he bluff were the 

long cavalr~r and flyi ng a r tillery s t ables . On t he edge of the 

ravine at t he southwest were i ce and r oo t h ouses r a nd intermedia t e 

be tween t hese and t he stables was t h e g ranary. Outside of al l the 

quat ters were t he outbuildings , sheds , summer k i t chens, et c., en-

closed wit h high board fe nces. 

A bake ho se of ~hewed lo s stoo " on '1e east line of t h e 

s 4uare near t~e barracks, ·which oi'fer ome pec uliar at-

tractions_ during t he \nvestment by Indians :.\ whethe'l' from its con-
. ' '\.~ 

ven i ent loca tion or s olid i t y of construction i never b eard t hem s ay -

but in reality i t was no safer resort t han oth,er build ings excep t 

that t h ere were no op eni~gs i n t h e outside wal~. It was qnly a 

temporary asylum f or the :P.opyl ar ailment known a< "heart failure." 

The new fort was christened Ridgely in la54 by Jeff Davis , 

who was then secretary of war , cormnemorating t he memory of a gal-

lar t offi cer who fe ll i n the war with Mexico . Cha nge s in the per-

s onne l of t he garris on wer e f re quent. 3 o l ess tha n five entire 

transformations took place before t h e secession in 1861 - t he only 

except i ons being t hat of Rev . Jo shua Sweet , chap l a in, a nd B H. 

Ra r1 dall , sutler . Their devotion to t :h e spiritua l and te~oral 

wants se e ed to c o .e d t h em to t he chang i n administrations . 

The first colllIJ1.and ing o."ficer was James Monroe, after-

war ds c olonel of the Twenty- s eventh new Yor k . He died i n the ser- J.·. 
v i ce. Firs t Adjutant and A G s . Lieut.~ ~ Kelt on, now a dj u-

tant general in t he United s tates Army . R ~ T. Dana, capt ain 



~uartermaster's department, was colonel of the First Minnesota 

Volunteers, and Maj. S. Woods, paymaster, San Francisco, Those 

wh o have see n t he pa norama of t he batt le of Get tysburg wi l l remem-

ber i n t he foregr ound a dead ge ner a l lying , anu ne ar by his dead 

h orse • Th is represe nts t he Confederate General 

Infantry relieved the Sixth in 18 54. I t was made 

t he headquarters of t he Tenth in 1856, wi t h f o ur ccmpanies, band 

and s taff. These were ordered t o Utah in t he fall of 1858 - four 

c ompan i es of t he Sec ond inf antry , aft er building Fort Ra ndal l on 

t he Miss ouri, re li eving t hem . 

The next year Fort i dgely was made an artillery school 

of pr acti ce, with f our f ull compan ies - - one a ba t t e ry of fly ing , 

or light , a r ti l lery . Among t he d istingui shed officers t hat were 

stationed t ~ ere , t h at wore one or ore stars, were Dana , Ar mi stead, 

Kelton , St ee l.e , Sul ly , Aber cr ombie , Al exander , Bee , Sherman , Donovant, 

Morris, Pemberton, De Russey, Tyler, Patterson, Hi11, Lyon, and . 

numbers who held , a nd s ome who are now holding , high rank in the 

staff - Dana , Livingst on , Ruggl e s, Hawk i ns, Bi ngham , Swa i n , Du Barry , 

Hudson and ot h ers. 

The I ndia ns were frequ ent visitors a t t he f ort and watched · 

t he Light Ba t t er y dr il l with wonder and sur pris e • The h orses f l y-

i ng acros s t he prair ie like an E yptian char iot r ace, t he sudden 

c hanges of fro nt a nd p osition, a nd t h e rap id firi ng awed the savage. 

In t h e spr ing of 1861 all t h is was ch a nged. The art i llery were or-

dered South. One and sometimes two companies of volunteers were 

st ationed for a sh ort time, a nd oth ers s uc cee de d them . The Indians 

were not idle or dis interest e d spectat ors of t e conflic t t h en 

r a i n • 
They listene d with a s much eagernes s t o t ie s t ories of 

defeats as t h e wb i tes. They knew t he country was cl a imi ng its 

abl eb odied and b est men in its eunp ort, a ndwa 'tched with i nte rest 

t he de parture of v olunt eer s for its defe nse, and believed, as t hey 
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talked, that only wome n and old men were left. The soldiers they 

r espected a nd f eared had gone from our frontier. 

The anxiety t o rush ever ybody to t he front ha d left our 

p osts without garr :i s on and pe op~e with out prote ction , and p~teste 

to Officials were unheeded or disre garded . 

men in b1ue at Yeiio•,..~lll4'~~-..~llllllli~~Me111!11Millll 

inspired t hem with respect or fear . The f orty-six men 

of t he traders a nd a ge ncy employee - t h e enville Ra ngers - for 

enlistment , confirmed t h em in their belief t hat t l].e government was 

i n t h e l ast t hroes of di s solution,.- t h at · t he time a nd ppp ortunity 

were pr esent when t hey coul d wi n bac k without res i stance t he in-

he r itance they had l ost. The plan was feasible, and only for the 

delay in celebrati ng t heir early butche r ies a nd captured wealth , 

n.o formidabl e opp os i ti on c olild have me t t hem west of t h e 1.J.i ss is s ippi 

r i ver. n fur.therance of t h is scheme, on Honday morni ng , the 1 8th 

of August, 1 862, an at t ack was made on t h e citizens a t t he l ower 

age ncy, twelve miles above the :fort. All the stores were robbed 

a nd burned, a nd all tlrn traders k i lled . Those tb at could tr ied to 

e s cape. Some s ucceede d in rea chi ng t he fo rt. ~ C. Dick i nso n , who 

kept a b oardi r.g house, wi th h is family a nd ot h er s, i n a t wo h orse 

wagon , was t he first t o cros s t he ferry, not i f'y i :ug t he settlers as 

he made h is way toward t he f ort . 
o~4 . . ~. /~h 

A little bef ore nine o' c lock in t he morning~I was out 

ab out t wo mil es on t h e a gency ro ad with my children i n a buggy and 

met· him. TI is team was jaded a nd I re ahed capt • J. arsh' s quarters 

sometime in advance of himr when a courier waa sent after Lieut. 

Shehan wh o, with fift y men of Co . c ., was on his r etur n to Fort 

Ripley. 
l • Dickins on volunteere d to ta ce a dispatch and in ter-

cep t t he enville n a ngers, wh o ha d le ft t hP. fort t he day before 

fo r muster in s.t Fort Snelling . A horse was furni shed a nd he star-

ted immediat ely . 

Lieut. Culver, with s i x me n o-'' Co . B,. a c companied the 

Rangers a nd furnished t hem t r ansportation . 



Capt. Marsh, when. importuned, a nnounced t h.at he would 
that we r e remain and protect t he p roperty a nd refugeesAalready arr i v i ng . 

It was a surprise t o t h e community when, ab out eleven 

o' clock, with ; a deta chment of f ort y-six men on f oot, (h imse lf and 

I nterpreter Peter Quinn moun te d on mules , he left t h e garrison for 

t he scene 

no d ubt , act uated b 

a sh ort dist an ce Quinn and men to drive J ret urned, ad tak in two 

four mule teams, a.munition a nd r ations, were s oon on t h eir way t o 

j oin t le c om.ma d. 

I t was a s orr t ime f or Peter Q,uinn, whose loyalty t o 

h i s o t h compelled h im t o ac c ompany t he detac hment, and le av i ng 

t es t le r ' s s t ore wit 1 brimm.i ng eyes and a ch oke d "Go odbye," h e 

mou t ed 1i s mule i mpressed wi t h t e f a t e t 11 a t ev i de ntly awai ted 

i . 
I f t he captain had b e en s -:ep t i ca l as t o t h e r epor t of a 

f ormidable upr is ing , abunda nt ev ide nce was f urnish ed befo r e he had 

pr oceeded nany mi les; i n t l. e f r i gh tened and wounded settlers flee-

i ng f or refu e - in t he bur n i ng h ouses and charred b odies - and 

dead l y i ng b~ t he rop.dside. Tll e st or y of the ambus cade a nd k il-

l i ng of t he twe nt y - eigh t of the p a rty, t he dr own i n of Cap t . 

Marsh - a l l t h e guns ar~d amun i t i on falling i r:t o t he h ands of t he 

I ndi ans, to be t ur ned up on t hose t ha t had va inly sought t h e f ort 

t o be protected b. t:!:, em - h as been t ol d . The anxiety of t h ose i n 

t e garri son ca n never be p ictured . 

Abou t n i ne o' clo ck in t he eve r i ng Private Dunn a nd one 

other o:f Marsh 's command re t urned to t he fort wi t h the report of 

t h e disaster t h at h ad befa l len t h em. Wh i l e it was not u nexp ec t ed , 

it "YJas . ar d t o r e a l ize . A f ew ot er s r eturne d late r t o co nf irm 

t e fir st r eport. T 1e sn all pa r ties of I ndians t ha t ·were r a i d i ng 

t he s ettlements, s ome a lready near to t he f or t, were drawn to t h e 

age r:.cy by t he movement of t roops t h i t h er, and , ce lebrat i n t h e ir 

victor bv dance a.n d s ong , gave us valuable t i ne at t _ e f ort , 

wh i c11 c an only b e meas ur ed by t i'. e undreds of live s s aved by t he 



d elay . 
On t he departure oi' Ji.lfarsh with h is detachment t h e comma nd 

of the pos t and t we nt y- t wo men ava ilabl e f or du t y dev olved un on 

Li eut . Gere, a younr, man of - es s than twenty :vears , without mili -

tary or fro ntier• experience. Tl' e d v j 1 service r ules d i d n ot. 

obt~n i n t he e l ecti on of vol unte er officers , neither was t he 

Austral ian s y stem of ball. 

name s wo ul d h a ve bee n added Th e 

si t uation woul d have a"')p aJ. led t l1e most exp er i e n ce d front ier off icer 

p os s e ss i np- a t h orough knowledge of I ndi a n ch aract e r . 

Fort unately , the advi ce and experience of Ser geant J ones 

were ava ilable . Four brot hers named Rei ke, wh o lived f ive miles 

northeast of t e f ort a t Mud Lake had t e contract fo r f urni shi ng 

hay f or t li e post a nd were at worl in t h e b ot to m. Ge or e st art ed 

to notify . t he se tt l ers at Fou Mi le Creek , Adam a nd Aueust to brin 

in t '1 e · r pare ts, r ot h ers: a nd sis ters, wh ile Victor, wi th h i s ox 

t eam, and citize ns enployed Jr t}1e s utler , st a rted hn.uli np wat er, 

a nd by even i ng had f'illed all t h e barrels t h at c ould be f' ound and 

place d in t h e barrac rn and c ommi s ar y . Al l t he water used at t h e 

post was h auled fro m a s ur i n at t~ie f oot of the river bluff, nearly 

ha l f a mile d ist a nt , a nd near t h e rav ine w1 1ich t 11 e I ndians went up 

t wo days later t o make t h eir attack . 

This supply l a sted s everal days, and until the pe op le 

got t h e i r wi nd a nd courage to r enew it after t h e last h ar d day ' s 

fi ght wit i t h e at tac k i ne; ::mvage s . 

Dunn ' s report ha d but confirmed t h e wors t fe ars and 

nearly paral yzed everyb ody . Al l to l d , t h ere were not t o ex ce ed 

f ort muskets in t le for t. One Sl .arp ' s rifle br ou h t by J. W. 

De Camp , and four by the guar d f or t he I ndian money , one d ouble 

bar re l gun belong i np: t o Rev . Sweet, D.nd t wo of my ovm were the 

only arms. Not one of t 1 ie refuge es had a pun . 

T. e I ndi ans were exp ected every moment and vve re often 

a nnounc ed, and nearly every one co ul d see t hem advanc i ng in f orce . 

Such is imag ination. 
Twenty old style Dragoon carb ine s were f ound i n the 



~ngazine . Patric k Heyfr on . wh o was for f i f te e n ye a rs a sergeant 

i n Capt . Fred Stee l ' s company, Second I nfantry, p ut t h em in con-

di ti on . By cutti n iron rods into slugs t he women made cartri dges 

a .. i nto t F:! n · P' i t and were r.:lad o'f' e:rip lOJI"lent . I n this way t enty 

! e 'e e fu 11 i s ied and ad ed to Vie nwnbe r of defe r ders . Tl- e nil""ht 

wore s l owl~r away and t h e I ·nd ians did not come. 

nearly 300 helples s non- c ombatant s. 

Sergt . J ones had charge of t he artil l ery and cont i nued 

to dire ct its detail a nd riana ement t h roughout t b e siege. 1.rh e 

officer i n corJ.ma nd properly estimated h is merit and va lued h is 

exper i ence a b ove rank . 

The detail for J ones ' s pjece were t hree brothers, Ge orge, 

Vi ctor a nd Adam Re ike, and Dennis O' Sh ea. O' Shea had served one 

enlistI'lent in s :r erma n ' o batte r y . 

J . C. "IJ ·i pple and erner Boesch were detailed to man one 

t welve pound howitz~r, and Sergt . McGrew of Co . B t he ot h er . 

;r. r . Wh i pple , wh o escaped from t he Age ncy , h ad served 

i t _1 artillery i n t ie Mexican · ar . 

Wer ner Boese i lived n t li e Agency road three Tiiles we s t 

of t ll P- fort. He vvas an art ·11erist i n ' 1 i s own countr y ,- Switzer -

land. 
P i vate Dunn , wh o survived t _ e s laughter of Marsh ' s 

comma.nd at the ferry , and was the first t o rinrr t . e s~ cke11 i ng news 

to t h e fort, was one of Se r gt . McGrew ' s able a ss ist ants . His 

merry l aue;h dr ie d t he tears of many a sorrowi ng woman . His comi cal 

s a lut ati ons would ring out whenerev t he I nd ians ' bullets spl i n t ered 

t e ca riage or flattened on t __ 1e g un . Brave, coura . eous Dunn! I 

was s orry to learn tha t he was k illed at Nas ville . 

Sergt . Jo nes 1ad h is gun i n position and stood by it all 

night , a r.d da s a}1d ni ..,htB succeecl i n£ , unt il r e i nf orcements arrived . 

George Re ike te118 i~le t :w.t Lifrnt. S ie an took meals to 

t h em t h at were eaten wh il e standi ne.; by t h eir gun . 

On Tuesday mornin~ rbout n i ne o ' c l ock the heart Of every-
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one in t he garrison leaped with joy to we lcome Lieut. Shehan ' a 

r e t urn· wit h i s ·Pi fty me n 01f Co. C, vrho , a ft e r 6 i ng i nt o c amp 

ne a r Gle n c oe, a t t e end of two days ' march toward l:is Ti ost t 

Fo r t Ri ley , rece i ved t 1·e o er e t b. r cou ' er, stru c 1: te t s and 

~ade nea~l fifty miles d nirrht . 

1.r t a 

ro • He at onc e t oo connra nd . At s i x o ' c lo ck t h e sa:·-:e eveni ng 

t he Re nvil le Rangers , f ort ·-six in number, als o Lieut . Cu lver and 

six men of Co . B, a r r ive d from St . Peter where Dicki ns on overtook 

t h em. Thi s companv· wa s made up of Fre n chne n , half - b r eeds and 

frontiersmen , acq uil.inted wit 11 t'~e I nc.lia n s, a,nd wh o sp oke t h eir 

l anguage. T ie., were accus tomed t o t h e use of arms , a nd were pr o-

vide 1ir it .1 i nd i ffe rent p.uns i n st ore at St . Peter. Ch eer upon 

c 1eer we t up , arid h ope, t ~-:.. t Lad n ot been vau l t i nr; p ercepti bly , 

was a r;ain " sprinr; i nr eterna l i n t '·.e human ·breas t. " 

S1ieh an reconnoitred wi t 11 a s mall party of the Ra ngers 
wo oded 

t hat hs.d j s t arrived a l on.r t_ e ed es of ravines a Yi cl ,.. bluffs, 

" 'r ill twi.d ,lit let 1er cu tain d own 
And p i nned it wi t ., a st a r. " 

f T , ere 11ere eno p: 1 e . t o p ost , entine1\ , mos ly wi th i n 
1. t \ t~ 

endlosures;, r: der •.,;1, el te r i; t o rrua~d t e S '" . ie nt p o l ,nt s . I vis ited 
\ , ~ ~ 

so:rn_e- of t h ese p ost.s wi th an of f icer and < ljlantern later i n t}1e 

n i e;h t~ , arCl o o ~e was sleep i nu on t h em; t e 

f ol l owed t o w er e t h ey had t aJre n she l t e r i n 

\ 
were des e rted . We 

\ 
e barra~rs among t h e 

\ 
r e f ugees , and, t e ·ere ord e r e d from uhder iron bed to reswae 

' 
t h e ir guns an~ d u ties. 

I t i s not to t h e dispara eme nt of t he men t hat t h ey w ere 

siezed wit·,, t h e panic t hat h ad sprea d like an epiden ic among a ll 

t 1e pe op l e . Muster in make s sold iers o nl~r i n embr y o, and wea i ng 

t~e l u e does not m~:e t iem veter ns or unl i <e other me n . 

Tl'1e niP-ht VJore aw·a1 wit 1. vi r_; ilance, arid ey es t ha t }1 ad 

kn own no sleep were watch i nr, a d waiting f or t he first streak of 



!.!1orn in "' dawn. 

Wednesday morninr opene n br ic' t a rd c . ear . Tl·e I nd ians 

t' r t 1 ad ec11 ,.,.atLe red in r oups t ' 1e day before v. ere n o vvl'e r e t o 

.e seer . • 
\ A iC'e o: r- 01.J.nd sixty rods nort wes t on tJ1e Ar:,e ., c~" road 
I 

.J.. at ac ' ed t P t rf"'et ,.., .,, e1·P, t. ,,, old. p: Ja ci 

for ob -

s e rvat ion , with or ders t o fi re and r a lly up on t h e fort in case 

i nd ians were seen advanci g. 

Th e ravi ne was b etwee n my h ous e and t :1e garri son, where 

ID' fami l .r had t a.lre:n s l-1elter. Ab out twe l ve o ' c lo ck I was at the 

hot s e ·wit a h orse and liugc;y, wl; en guns were d iscllare:, ec... , +,~1e se n-

t inels shouting " I nd ians ! 11 Seeing t:I-1e:n r unn i nr::: , I was not lone in 

re ach i 1 the fort , an cl ' ad been the re but . short t i! 1e v l' en f l a.:1e s 

s10t up from my dwell ing and. t h e r av i ne I had jus t cr os s ed swarme d 

wit' :. T'2. i nted savae;es . L ie u t. Shehan iad ordered all to form in 

li ne i n fro nt of the sally p ort , wh ich was obeyed by all ~ot on 

duty , ,r'1ere he ad.ni nistered t he f ri llo ·in[" oat • 

"You a o ~ olemnly swea . that y u wi ll defend t he United 

States a Rainst all he r enenies . 11 

A simultaneous "Yes " •ms s a i d wi t"J.i out any mental r eser-

vat ion . I had been do i nf a 11' 0 od de a l of sh ooting i n previous ' ears 

wit, a double barre l ed gun held a a i nst the sh oulder, but there is 

+.hat 11 tired f eP. ling" con es oveT one :v; 1 e n a fe l l ow t :1 u t you arf? not 

on speak i nr. terms with i n o'"' serv ine t his provision of t h e stat ute , 

a n d wh en ch unks of lead from h is p oint of t h e compass hurt l e by 

t lL c nnac cus to:r:1e d a:'ld s e sitive e a r , it has a depre s i g effe ct . 

Two of t:1e party were shot in t h e h e a d - one dead , th e 

othe :r mort a ll· wounded . 'l'l::.ere i s gre 2.t ati faction ometir.1es in 

beinr ah e t o see and n ot be i ng s een . Thi~ se emed an occas ion ~1en 

a n ey}1H 1i ti on of _.J er ona l att r act ion v:as n ot desirable, a n.d all 

took: p os t in ui l d i ng s , behind fe n ces o ~ '"' ome s 1e lt e r . Th e fir i ng 

was i n ce ssant f or a short time , when i t ceas ed a nd all was quie t . 



T~ e h owitze r , brour:Lt to p os i :. ion , \er e fou ;d t o ha e bee n at :'fed 

Wi tb ee?le Ol d clot~1es 1:; r SOCTe h a lf- br .eds b E:lonrin~ to t h e Re n-

vi l l e Rangers , s ix of wJi om deserted on t h e .0 • .... 
.L ir s ., ap eara'1.c e of t Le 

I ~ di. a!l s to j o in t l' ei r 'dnd ed . Tv o-· t o o'- ·i+ t ~ cm t, c.Lr u1 r. ai d 

t '·e ri8 WS t'' at $ 70 , OOO of t e i ..,.. defe r Ted paym.en t was i!'l ~ 11 e c OII1"": iE-

sary , ~rou~ t t .ere on t e day of t h e ou t break by c. G. 

Ha tc 1 . TI is f rn ish ed a n a dd i t io nal i n c e n tiv e to capt e the fo rt . 

T'i e l ull gav e t11e e-un ners t·ir.i.e t o p repar e a nd s h o t t h eir 

p i e ces , when all of a s udd e n a n a w:f 1 crasli of mus k etry opeYJe d on 

".;he n ort,1 and east , from V 1e r avi ne a~d wooded bluff . Wh i ppl e and 

Boes ch s oo n h a d t h e i r pi e c e in p osi ti on by t L.e bak e h ouse , wh i ch 

s erved t hem a s a ria g a zine for ammun i t i on . J ones ha d moved h i s 

p iece ne a rly a c r o s s t ~ e p arade gr ound ~io n the a t tack was renewed 

: i t'n. doubl e vig or from the s out hwest c orner . He qu ickl y ret trned 

to h i '"' pos i ti on a t thi" anr le and h ad his six pounde r t r a i ned on 

t he po i nt of attack . Sergt . Mc Grew occup i ed t' e n or t wes t :rnc;l e 

wi t 11 his h owitzer s i t'.iat ecl favorabl y f'o r play i n g on 11oth a ttac ki ng 

partie s. TLese fp osit i ons v,e re ma i n t a i ned duri np t h e si ege . Th e 

Re nvil l~ Range s a1 d s ome ci t ize ns rendered sub s t anti a l s up p ort t o 

Ser gt . J ones , oc cupying t h•] buil d ing s on b oth side s . The bat tl e 

raged wi th f ury ti l l s undown , vn1 e n t he I ndian s drew off a nd we n t 

i n to c amp at t11e f ot of t he bluff , t hree - f ourt:: s of a mile ab ove 

t h e f ort . Eve ryb od r bre a t 1ed eas ier , and the f irs t da~r ' s ex.p er-

i e r c e h ad insp ired those t 11 at -.,ere de s p on de n t befor e ·ai t h t~1e b e -

li e f t h 2t t "ie ·· c ou l c: conti nue a s u c cessf 1.1l defense . 

S oTie old build i ng s on thP e dge of t ,1e woode d bl uff i n f ront 

of W. ii p p l e ' s p iece h a d b e e n oc c u.pied by I nd ian s, a nd a c onst ant 

fus illa d e was kept up , to t·11e g r eat ann oyanc e of the pun n er D a n d 

p.uar d s on the eas t side . As dark set t l e d clown ov er t }1e s c ene , 

Boesch s e t -c}iem on fi r e , a nd t hus wiped ou t one of their most 

fav orab l e a nd sec ure p oints . I n t h e ev eni ne: J one s sent up r ockets 

a s e i denc e t o those t at c ' a n c ed ::. o se c tliem t i a t our fl a [ was 

still t :, ere. T:1 e se we r e s een a t New Ul m, e i g:'n t e (~ n mile s di st an t . 



I~ tl a eve_ 1i n \. ere h e a rd at : e fort , a 

so1"1c men of t.i 1c Rangers anc~ i.i~rse lf \vent Lo t c b luff , \•eat of r.ay 

s till / s-rnokinr h ou::;e , whe re we could h ear d i stinctly Little Crow , 

in fore i ble oratory, p- oc lair.ii nf' the feasi b ility and t 1 ,e adva t. uce 

t·at woula r esult by :ip inr OQt t e for t - t} only barrier to t e 

Mia:-:.i ssipp i riv e r . T}~ e v olllcl sieze all 

buried and t • a t had be e n st ol e n fr om t heI!l. . Loud resp onse s of "Ho ! 

Ho !" si ~nified the i r acquiesce n ce in the arTa nr-en ent . We also 

le arned that tlie for ce would b e a · V'J.e Ete J i ndefin i tely. 

T~e intell i gence t u ga i ned was not of the mos t ch• ering 

ch aracter . We n ade it J<nown t o Sergt . ~ones and were e joined by 

h~m t o keep i~ secret , a nd k ep everyon8 h opef11l and spirited . 

Or e ere t dist eso of mi nd was c aused b~ t ' e fear of fire . Every-

t 'r: inl. wa s dry as tinder . T ,e barni ng of my dwelling a nd warehouse 

durirg t h e bat tle had inte nsified it , a n d every precaution was 

t a 1-:en to t 1 e e nd t hat , sh ould one occur , i -~ i1i c : t be smot:1ere d i n 

itn i nc ipien cy. Four scuttles led up t rough the cei l ing of the 

p iazzas and roo f of tic arracks and lQdders from t h ese ex tended 

to t :1e ridge . 

I 11ac1 b u c l::e ts of wate r at one of t l et1e scu tt les next t o 

t h e ro of , anu made frequest trips up t h e ladder for i n spection 

during the night , where t i1r ro of of t }:e whole bui l d i n v cou l d b e 

seen. T 1e I nd ian ad been firi ng arrows ~ith li~.ted pun - to set 

f 2-re to t1 1 e roof . 

The niglJt of Wedne sda ~ wor e slo'livl y away , as others t hat 

pre c e ~ ded it, wi thou'. rest or sleep . The n e n we r e on post a nd by 

t h eir _uns in ceasele ss vi g il . 

Towards morninc clouds gat>ered , da~kne s s t h ickene d , t~e 

m1 tter i nr: thunder and distant li gl1 tninp grew ne ar e r and l ouder and 

fieccr . Heaven ' s artillery , with all its batterie s, would have 

s eemed but mimi cry v:i t.1 out r ain . All h ad been wi sh i ng and l o ok i ng 

and iJrayi ne::; f or r ain . So on t:i.e Leave 'ls ope n ed. with c opious showers, 

prayers _ ic~u_ been ans wered , and all fe l t mor e t han ever that the 

,.. 
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God of ba ttle tJ was on our side . nu saved us from t, t.; t ore a r 

light ed a,...row of tl1e r eL1or::;e les :.:, savage . 

TLe u orn i nc of Thur s day daw·rnd up on a reary , anxious 

mul tj.tlde . All was activity . Breast >vro1·ks \,er·, built a~c; trene;-

t1ien3d , )arricades were cons truc ted wit i co1,d mod , .,':c cor ·1is . .; y 

ro of wa s c ov ere d with earth , 

but every man knew that t o save himself he must defend the garr ..Ls on . 

oon arrived a nd no eneY'ly had beer se en . I t was evident 

t h ey were wait i nrr re i nf orcement s . 811.or tly small parties were ot -

served , s ome si t. tin[" in groups ch n distar t elevati ons and some on 

horseback gallop inp- over t h e prair i e. Thus t~e da;:-' pas"'ed , a nd , 

as darkness -th i ckened , a l l vre e impressed with t he certainty of a 

n i gnt attack ari d massacre b efore morn i ng , or the attempt to accom-

plish OUT de st ructi on by firing t he bu il ~. ings . 

Frida:y mornin;: broke, and t~ e scene was unc ·a nged . F.2.rly 

in the day c..1 ou.t a mil north . the pra i rie was swarmi n~· ·with I nd ians 

l i ~e a b rigade of c a v a lry a t dr ill , but les s i nspi r i nr t o us . 

HDrses gallopinr; and b lankets f l y i ng - a nd eoon all disappeared , 

Shortly befor e twelve o' cloc k , v:it,· ou t Jre:monition , l ike 

t he expl osi on of a p owder mill , a terrifi c crash of musketry op ened 

up on three sides - fr om stables , ravi nes, the sutler ' s store , 

granary and out - bu ilding s . 

The replies from t h e garrison r,uns were ince Esant , with 

field p ieces h oomi nr: at short i n tervals . By open i ng up the hall of 

t h e c omrrw.nding off ice rs quar ters t h at prote c ted .Jones ' s p osi tl on 

on the s outh , he was enabled to f i re t h e stable b y se n dinr shell 

t h rourh t e hall . McG ew sh elle d and set fire to the sutler ' s 

store , - t h e heat and want o±' sh elter cont rac ting thei!' fie l d of 

actio n ~ o the s outhwe st and north a nd northeast corners . 

Th e oft repeated cornnands of Li tt l e Cro co cl-1 arg e were 

distinct l y heard , and the vario us at t empts to concentrate i n suf -

fi cient f orce were frustrated by we ll d irecte d g r ap e a nd canis ter 



pounded in o h i tlin pl c.- c s fin t.h, r nnk veek~ a c.l b'... ui es . AP. are. t l y 

baffled i n the conquest that :.ad b een picthl'ed so ea sy o attain-

me nt , the firi •-:'~ b ecame les s f urious, <:..n( <-t " i .Y.: o ' c lo c1 t 1 e I n-

di ans wi t'1drew. 

T. us e r ded '~ ' e l r.,st and most denperat e attac1r upon F ort 

Ridrely. One th ousand well armed and de ter::::i ined 

a r i son as mtch in suspense a nd anxi e t y as the y 

:had 'heen a t any prev i ot.s t i me duri np- the s ie g e . 

At e i ght o' c lock t he next morn i ng they p a s sed down the 

road i n '- he dire ction of New Ul m, mounted and i n true mi l it ary 

s t yl e , wi t h flanker ~ on e ither s i de of the ma i n col umn . Their 

!J:;a r ch was n a keJ 1' : ' &: .ok e r oll i ng up fr om build i ng s as -t::1e y pr o-

c e,:; ded . Th i s was theil' l as t d ay ' s fi ght a t . e 'liv Ulm. Baffl e d i n 

t h eir e f fo r t s to red ·ic e t i1ese t wo p oi nts , t >1ey turne d t h e i r f a c es 

westwar d . 
On Sunday we o'lrne r ved with a fie l d glass l ar ge nun be r .s 

of I ndians , horses , teams ari d drov es uf catt l e , ass i nc a n op en ing 

i n the bluff on t~1 e south s i de of t J. e river i n the d irect ion of 

the Age n cy . Th e s ame wa t c 1f ul ne s s was ma i n t a i ned unt i l We dnesday 

morn i ng , the 27th , wh e n Ans on Nor t h r up , with a company of n ounted 

volunt e e r s, a nd Col . Sam UcPh ail , wit:- cavalry , r e a ched the f ort , 

t o OU T gre at re l ief . Th is affor d e d t }·e firs t op p ort un i ty f or r e -

fresh inp- sleep s i nce t __ e new., of t he outbre a k , on t w ··\Orn i ng of 

t '' e l r th . Ge n . S i hley s oon followed wi t h the Sixth Regi ment Mi n -

ne sota i ol unt ee r s. 

Th e re were b etwee n 300 a nd 400 _1en , ~ ' ome n arld c~1 i ldr e n 

wh o had foun d an a sylum at the fort ; wi d ows a 11 d orp~a.n s, ma ny of 

t •-:. en , e r e f t of 1 1 the i r f r ie nds, mos t of t}-em p e nnile ss and h ome -

le s s , t lrn cou ntry a.evast ated , s ome s uffe rinG f r on wounds , and an 

exJ,Je rie Y1 ce t ho t bligh te d ev "fary ambit io n . 

Tm, one th i nr; cont over sy w--s t hat the y mu\l t g o 

somewh ere . Fa e 1li ties \':ere aff orded nd in a short 

' t he ir escape from th s avag e S~OUJC was vo l d .tener 
' 



h un dreds of iiles a ay . So m'.A cl had · e peop l l: b 8 ace s t ome d 

to re l y up on the f ort f o·r protection t !: a t a ruan ar r·ived f ro1!1. New 

Ul m just as the f i rst a t tack was mC:;.de , wi th a r e qu e s t fo r t r oop s . 

Hi s h ors e was t ab::n by I :ridians. Anot h er Fl< n , fr om Gl encoe , by the 

name o: Ric} ard.., on , reach ed t .c mou. 'Gl1 of 

t h e s o. ne t ime on the s ane e r rand. Horse 

.u crc. ek .L'av ine a t ab out 

t>e i·rives tment . F our othe rs \'Je re k i l l ed i n the hrrne d i a t e vicin i ty 

outs ide . 
T~ e defen ce o ~ Ti' ort Hidge l y was a te s t of b raver:/ and 

endurance tnat men a e seldom subje cted t o . When the ci:r.1e for 

a c tion came n o on e was deficie nt in t}1ese qu a l i t ies . 

Dr • .Alfred Mue ller a nd wife were -untir ing i n the i r a tten-

t i on s t o the s ick aE rounde d . He11 rema i ne d on pos t f rom Monday 

ni rrht to Sat urd ay without re l ief o:r l eep . 

Mr . Ge o . P . Hick , hearinr; Sergt . J"onez c a l l , ran t o h i s 

hou ·e , f ound h i ;:, v if e ir. u. cl ose ,., 1 i d1 her chi l dren , t. o o terrified 

\.O >r..al'.: known ier .ce ence , a xi d r ernove t1ern s afe - i., O the g a rr ison 

wh i l e tJ1 e I ndia ns were tak i n g s :i e l t e r a r ound and fir i ng i nt o it 

:.hro ugh the wind ows . Th e magaz i nes ,- t wo h e we d l og bui l d i ngs -

w e re on a l i ne wi th t he r ow of lo g bui l d ing s two h undre d yards we s t . 

Earl~ i n the e , gement -cbe c apture or 11e des t r u c ti on of 1, ie ar.nnu- · 

nit ion b c ame di stres;:; i ngl y p rob a b l :e . The s~,.pp ly was l i mi t ed . Mr . 

Hic1rn v olunteere d wi t h othe r s , a nd a ce om li shed i ts l~ emoval t o the 

c ommis ary wi thout lo s s or accident , nil e lead e n mi ss i l es ere 

sent a f ter t hem from t \ o i d e s . 

J . W. De Camp readied ~he f or t on h is wa y · o t he a ge ncy , 

whe re he r es i ded , on t 11 e da.y of t h e out break , craz e d wi th anxi ety 

t o learn t~1e f a t e of h is f ami l y . He wa s ever on the a t cll to ge t 

a e;limpse o an I nd l an . Wh i l e s t andi ng on the upper porch of t h e 

b arr ac <S i n t~ie f irst figh t , Ii t n h i s Sh a r p ' r · f l e , I sav: h i m kill 

t vrn t h a t wer J u n de r t h e s tab le , a nu. afte r war dc f Oll nd. t hem wrap 1Jed 

i n car e t taken f r om Quin n ' s hou s e and buri e d on t h e s i de of the 

bluff . e died at t h e fort f rom wounds r e ceiv e d a t Bir ch Co ul ee 
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tv;o we eks later . His wi.f e , who escaped f rom c aptivity so on aft er , 

reacled "'c he for t - onl y t l1e sto r ,- of .is sacr if i ce and. Chri s tian 

bur i al to assuage her grief . 

T~·1e points .1ere t h e artillery were stati oned attrac ted 

t he heaviAst and somet i mes con ce nt rated fir e of the entire h orde . 

B11t no plac e wh ere L'l O °k:E~ of powder was s een tha t wa s no t compli-

mented in ret urn. 

Ho crit i ci s11 h a ove r be~n ie a r q.. , if criti cism were po s -

sib le , of tne inanagenent of the ar ti l l ery , · hi l e i t i:;, be lieved 

t h at wi _J,. h out t~ e trained ski l l of Sergt . r ones, v1ho h eld t he gate -

way of as sault , the s u cce s sful defense of t h e for 1oul d have been 

i mpo i b l e . 

Th e relief of troops and ch a nge in garris on c ontinue d . 

The i ft h Regiment s oon went south , ·uc c e ede d b:y fo ur c ompan ies 

of tl e Sixth , T ie Mounted Ra ngers , t'1e Ninth and t he Caval ry sue -

ceL' ivel • 

After t J·e c loi3e of t he wa r t\,o c orn an i e z of lie Te n h 

Regiment, Unit e d States Infantry, Major W. L. Ke11o gg connnanding, 

were o.rdered th ere , and in ".:.'h e cprin of 18 67 t ~· e :r were transferred 

t o Fort Ri s e t on , and . art tidge l y wa s a~and oned. 

\'Te a r the edge of t he bl uff , sloping t o t he creek , b or -

dered b y t:!.mber , is a small. enc lo ure i n wh ich are t vo monumen·s 

ere cte d by the Stat e of Unnesota . One i s in memory of fr s . Eliza 

Mue lle r , f or he r dev ot i. on a nd k i n dn e ss to t h e wounde d a n d dy i ng 

sold i e r s in t h e bat tle of F ort Ri dg e ly. The ot h er mar ks the rest-

i ng pla ce of Capt. Marsh a nd twe nt y -s eve n men wh os e lives we nt ou t 

at t he Age n cy fe rry on the 16 th of Augus t, a sacrif i c e t o dut y . 

Th eir name s a r e a ll e ngrave d -on a tablet , v1 ith on e exception,- that 

of I nterpreter P eter Q,uinn . Neve r Via s a man more dev ote d to he 

c ount ry t s good t h an h e . The at temp t of t he er r at i c a gent Galbrai th 

to b esmi rch hi ch a r a c ter or i mpugn h i s l oyalty by ordering h im t o 

r e turn t o t h e f ort , f or he " coulL' n ot allow h i m o talk to h is 

I ndians ," did no t d is _ rac e him in 'tll e e y es of those who knev; t h e 

t vrn men. And i n t wo weeks h is fami l y ,ere fle e i ng a c ross the 
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prairie to Gle ncoe t o save their c olps from "hi " I ndi ans . 

This lit t l e c e1Jeter i~ he only v i ible t oken left to 

tell of' or t Rid~ely , where t rn rolli ckine: :i.:evcille waked the 

sleeper from delicio u s dre arns , where t h e guard arched in revie;w 

-c t n e s ou.l s"t irring airs o:f c - egLi.ental band , where t '1e mellow 

notes of t h e b~gle , dire cL;ing -ch e evoJ.ut i ons of f l ying h orse en , 

1 witc ii n g cadenc e f loat ed out on t~ ... e s ummer air t o re ... ,._1·n in 

murmur i ng echoe s f rom wooded h ills. The evening serenade v.,:i th song 

a nd mirth are diffus ed with lie fleeting years, ~nd faintly linge r 

in t11e me:r.10ry f cc few . 

The s tar ... ;:;T fl ower of f reed om t hat fl oated in billowy 

folds wi t l ~ i ts flit t i nr shad ows hallowed the ground where tlle corn 

a1~d p u:r1pki n gr ov; . 

The :r;:ietamorphosis is as complete as a n isl ana sunk i n 

t 11e oce a . • 


