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MEMORANDUM

To THE From THE
LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS Maruscript Division,
JUly 30, 1919. 181
RererriNg TO 1gtter, of July 26, from
Edward V. Hawley, lLawyer,
525 New York Life Building,
Minneapolis, Minn., (to J. C. Fitzpatrick)

enclosing & copy of a letter, dated March 15, 1832, sigred "S. Lecatur",
together with & tracing of the signature, and asking to have the signa-
ture compared with others here, in order t¢ determine whether it is that
of Stephen Decatur; und also staling that the letter bears & wax seal,
with an impression that is evidently that of Decatur's own seal ring,
and asking if we know of the existence of any other impressicn of tnis
ring:

Stephen Decatur wes killed by Barron in & duel, larch, 1820.
The S. Decatur, a tracing of whose signature is enclosed by Lir, Hawley
for comparison, is Susan Decatur, the widow of Captain Stephen Decatur.

The letter of Larch 15, 1832, which Mr. Hawley inquires about,
refers to House Bill No, 98, 22nd Congress, lst Session, 1831-32, which
was & bill to compensate Susan Decatur, widow of Captain Stephen Decatur,
and otners. 1t appropriated §100,000., to be distributed among tne of-
ficers and crew of the Intrepid, for their gallantry in retaking the
U.S+5. Fhilacelpnia. Susan Decatur, as the heir of Stephen Lecatur,
was to receive §31,412.42. The bill failed of paesage at this session,
and it is to this expected failure that the letter of Wmrch 15 refers.

As to the impression on the seal, mace by Stephen Lecatur's
seal ring, the Library of Congress aces not possess an example, 8nd has
no means of knowing how many of such are in existence. A number of
Stephen Decatur letters are preserved in the Fenmsylvania Historical
Society in Fhiladelphia. BSome of these may possibly nave the seal
attacned. '

spistant Chief, Manuscript Division.
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LiBRARY OF CONGRESS

All correspondence should be addressed
“LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON, D. 0.”
OFFICE OF THE LIBRARIAN August 1 1919

Dear Sipr ¢

By direction of the Librariam, I nm enclosing n
merorandun which Mr’ Fitzpatriek, the Assietant in Charge of
our Manuscript Division, has prepared in conneetion with your
request of July 26, addressed to hime We trust that the in-
formation furnished will prove of some service to yous

Yery iruly, ¥ 5
kz? '\"2:1 A Arncern

Secrstary

(4 enclosures)

Bdward W, Hawley, Esqg.,
525 New York Life Building,
Minneapolis, Minn,
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