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J ourn8l 1638 st 

Steamer Burlington arrives with stores & passengers 

J N Ncolet & exp10uring party 

The South Su£seetons wah pea koota, and the several bands 

of the Meda'Wo;>.n.o;:..;. n Sioux-G -- notified to meet at the Agency on 

the 5th of June in order to recei ve their Annuity under the 4thArt 

Treaty of Prairie du chien of the 15 of July 1830. Some excitement 

as to the Treaty of 1837. Sept 29. 

Several Sioux chiefs & head men call at the Agency and.' 

some general conversation on their affairs -- reports all winter 

unpleasant to the Indians & calculated to render them suspicious 
i 

of the government end dissatisfied with their tr~ty -- & if prac-

ticable with their Agent and Interpreters. 

I find -- by the talk of the Indians that they have 

been much worried on the subject of the Sales of their lands 

that the treaty would not be fulfilled -- that their people thought 

they would~be decieved -- with many other idle Stories. The Age 

is doomed to be annoyed by h8veing to make frequent & repeated as~ 

surances of the good faith of the government . 

. Again this day I find but little time to make up my 

official papers for Set] LouiS The Indians flock in to the agency 

to see me & speak of their affairs Chippevlas &c The attack of 

'IlHole in the dayll a chippevTa chief on some Sioux Lodge on the 1 

of April past and the murder of 13 of the Sioux mencbut mostly 
~~~" ""~"'~="'='-~ 

women & children in cold blood I will report the facts in this 

case as soon as I can hear from Lac qui parle. 
j 

Report the condi tion of this agency officially to Msj 

J Plympton -- command[in]g Fort Snelling. Big Thunder & his Band 
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of oux vi t the ency tr2s day -- is BionB to them 

'Reports also to the Supt of Indian Affai relativ:e to the 

Sj oux Treaty & the feelings and viel"JS of the oux of the 

vicinity of Fort Snelling -- where Gay-!aK & Bob tail are in the 

habit of talking to the Indians about their official connection 

,/ wi th the goverCnlm [e Jnt It is a hard matter for the Agent to 

disabuse their Ears as to much ridiculous stuff infused into their 

minds. 

Send an express message to the Susreeton--
", 

Koota & Medawakanton Sioux that we should be ready on the 10 inst 

to pay to them their Annuity under the Treaty of July 15 1830, of" 

ra[iJrie du chens. This will be ac[c]omp1ished at little expense 

to the Dept 

I visit Lake Harriet Mission school and the Lake Calhoun 

Agricultural farm. The Revd J D Steve~engaged in ploughing for 

the Indians. 

The Lake Calhoun Indians visit the Agency. 

& advi se peace & industry. 

Talk with them 

It is reported -- but not officially that the Sioux have 

killed §everal head of cattle, and some horses & hogs at differ-

ent tim[e]s for the residents on the Re 
~::::~;:;""."."'.,~;:; ... ~: this Post. 

./ It would be Sound policy to keep the wr.t1 tes and Indians as 

far apart as the local condi tion of things in this country ,'ViII 

permit. 
[lS37?] 

The treaty of Sept 29th 1830 Aof Washingt on -- ought" to have 

been ratified in March. 

,/ Several Chiefs at the agency this day Big Thunder & 

other head men of other villages. 
I spoke to the chiefs -- as to their peoples improper acts 
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in killing cattle -- hogs &c -- that if they contin~~d it would 

/ lead to bad consequences to them. I also alluded to the Treaty 

they l' .. ad made, and assured them of its final ratification & 

fulfilment Therefore to say nothing about Islands which had 

been sold nor the land but leave the whites alone and not seek 

to disturb Setlers nor to make war on the Cl'~ppewas on the Lands 

which they had sold to the United States. The chiefs assured me 

th[r]o[ugh] the Interpreter that they Nould attend to my councils 

& wait for the fulfilment of their business with their G Father 

The Sioux Village 85 men 120 women and children 

arrived this day in expectation of recieving their annuity for 

1838. 

\'1ak nac gohns T·o) 
) chifEE of the lmrler \'lahpeeton Sioux of the 

I Moosemoneh-- ) 

Little Rapi~ 50 souls arrived provisions issued 200 Indians this 

day. 

L:uesday The Sever[a]l bands of Sioux invited to meet on 

this -day at the Agency are assembling The chiefs \'iah koota & 

/ Mar~ah Mah zah from Lake Pepin arrived this day. Wah madee 

Tunk & Band. Tab chunk 'vash taa & his Band 

Letter to the Commr. of-Indian Affairs 

1 do to -the Supt Gov Dodge. 

1. do to the Hon Secan/ar. 

/ 1 do to the Hon John Taliaferro & Mrs Taliaf Mail left this 

morning for Prairie du chien. 

Annu[i ]ty for 1838. Paid to MedC'"h'akante and Susseeten Sioux 

treaty of 1830 $900 

Maj J Plympton ) 
) Present as witnesses. 

Lieut S. Whitenorne) 
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686 Indians at the 

Council on tomorrow being late. 

ednesday Weather Cloudy, and cool appearance of Rain 

General convention and council with the Sioux this day_ The pro-

ceedings a copy to be recorded and Sent to Washington Com~ In Af-

f[a]irs 550 Rats of Pork & 550 Ibs flour issued Portions of the 

Bands leave for their Villages this eveni[nJg. dismissed all by 

a request to keep peace with the Sioux & Chippewas -- & particu-

larly ~Qth all white neighbours. 
t'h Thursday 7 .1.." Wah koo ta -- ) 

) Chiefs of Lake Pepin 
Marc pee ah maho zuh .) 

call take band and claim 2 days rations 

Present to Wah nac son to) 
) Wah pee ton chiefs 

Moosemoone ) 
viz. 

2 Kegs Powder -- ) 7 Tin Kettles 
) 

2 pr 3 pt Blankets ) 1/2 doz Tin cups 
) 

2 Ibs vermellion ) 10 yds blue Stroud 
) 

3 pr scissors ) 6 yds Scarlet 
) 

6 doz awls -- -- -- ) 1 Ib Thread 
) 

1 1/2 doz Glasses -- ) 

y Big Thunder called to State to the -Agent -- That last winter 

he called to nay a visit of respect to H L Dousman in charge of the 

Am [erican] Fur Cpys business at this Post -- Talked to him on the 

subject of the[iJr late Treaty & c & & asked his opinion Mr 

/ Dousman Said I know you sold youfrJ land and what did you get for 

it -- you ought to have asked more then you could have paid up more 

of your old Debts to your Traders. you ought to have listened to 

your traders, & interpreters ,·mo went on with you -- they would have 
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r te:-.: ill Lor for your lands & for your ations sold your 

v lands & were bribed by the l>1edal you wear. what is it 'I,.,rorth. "'rill 

that cover your people. you have fooled away your lands -- &c &c· 

The Chief said -- I felt much mortified and hurt at such ex-

pressions. I did not expect such a reception. I said I did not 

sell my land for a medal -- I had enough of such marks -- & if my 

Father had kept all the marksGi ven r..im by ras Gr'eat Father -- by 

this time they "lOuld have filled a small trunk 

I stated in reply that it ",as not ne scessary to think of 11hat 

had passed between him & Mr Dousman. Had Mr D. possessed a Sioux 

heart -- He would have talked and acted differently -- therefore 

let it pass. 

st Peters Agen[c]y iday SthJune 1838 

Called on by Mr J B Farribaut relative to his claims under the 

treaty of Sept 29 1837 with the Sioux He ~~sheg to 

Louis Provencalle Sen. relative to his Son -- killed by a Sioux 

/ Joseph Laframboire asking if his Son may not be taken into a/c on 

half breed claim to al[l]owance under Treaty with the Sioux 

A canoe arrives from Prair[ie] du chien with the witnesses 

against the Indian (a Chippewa) who murder[e]d the Son of W A 

Atkens. The Indian has be'en unfortunately cleared -- a horrid 

example our civil tribunals are to[oJ uncertain for Indian justice 

we must continue to r'eceive with impunity such repeated insults 

v I informed Mr provencalle1;hat all that 'could be done "vi th the 

~ y Indian Who killed his Son last winter was to put him in the Guard 

House -- feed & fatten him on Bread & Pork -- send him for trial 

to Pr~rie du chien & of course vnthout satisfactory testimony of 

the fact have the addition[al] pain of witness[ingJ his being Set 

at liberty by the jury. He professed[?] this was very true & heart 

rending to a parent J 
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Kerr of S8 e arrived this morni 

,dth the contract of Beef cattle for this Post. Delegation of 

head men sent by the chief Big Thunder -- on special business with 

the agent. The Ratter as spokesman says -- we were sent by our 
[sicJ 

chif!,,., to speak a few ,,"ords to you Mr J. N. Nicollet wi th his 

v corpse consis ting of Mr. :B~remont Civil Engineer -- Mr C-ayer, Bot-

anest & c & Mr Flanders asst to Mr Nicollet left on their tour 

of reconisanci of the Indian country country [sic] bet1.'leen the 

River Set] Peters and the Missouri & Mississippi under the Orders 

of the Dept of War. Mr Jos[eJph Laframboise Interpretor & a I 

crew~ of Seven or Eight men -- departed from this Post on their! 

arduous duties -- all our best wishes attend the expedition. 

Message of Big Thunder 

My Father -- I send }~arc" po kocah Munnee vri th several of our 

prin~le men -- to inform you that several foreigners are locateing 

on our Lands & on those sold by us to the U States 

I ,dsh to hear from you ''''hat is to be done as our Treaty is 

not ratified and these peopole are cut[tJing planting & Selling 

These things seem hasty on their part & I think they might 

at least ~~it until the news of our Treaty 1s fully known. 

I desire also to let you know that there are t1:lO men Peter 

Perront & old man Perry near us on the River. they have cattle 

& other property would 1t not be best to order them off -- or 

until ~re hear from our treaty -- tell them to be careful not to 

insul t our young men. l'le look for the se things -- and our young 
# men might do them some harm -- or kill their cattle. My Father __ 

It 18 my duty to let you knovl all things and I await your answer. 

j 
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stion by 

Are the men on the Islands & main shore on the west -- if 

only in either posl tion I ",rill anS1'ler Yes they are some 

selling wood on a large piece of ground near Olive Grove .a small 

stream passes round it -- but it almost joins the lands west. 

The Agent 

,~ v All these Islands in the Miss. belong to the East Side of 

the River by your Treaty this I distinctly state so that here-

after there may be no mistake, 

Tell my friend your chief that I vall keep an eye to the 

persons named as I hear one of them Perront is located below 

the cave to sell whiskey. 

Our Treaty will be ratified & until then let things stand 

as they are. you dont loose anything by the whites. your Great 

Father alone loosesoa.ndc::> he will soon attend to his own concern. 

I will order these foreignLeJrs to keep quiet if they do not 

I will find means to make them. 

Fort Snelling st Peters 

Heavy fall ofc.:;:> rain last night 

June 10 --

accomparD-]ed by light[n]ing 

,-- Thunder & c~ for several hours 

,~ 

As usual I was washed out of my Bed and my whole house flooded 

with water -- & no help for it. 

The Revd Mr Riggs a missionary arrived from Lacquiparle 

Reports all the Chiefs & head men from these quarters on'the way to 

this Agency -- here to day or tomorro'w 

Sermon preached to l~e Troops by him. 

1 Tab Sanga ) These chiefs 
) 

of the Wah p',.ia koo tas 136 

2 Ah.:::ppa hoh t t ah ) ,/ in NO. arrived from the plains with a part 
) 

3 Feed Eagle ) of their people to receive their Annuity 

4 Skush kah nah ~ ~ for 1838. Sent for 10 days since ~ 
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I88ue[d] only 100. ons for 8 eve -- Counc & 

payment on tomorrow --

"Tah chief remarked 

My Father -- we are here to day., I al'<7ays listen to your 

Councils & messages. you sent for us 10 days ago,:::::::;:, but fearing 

accident from a well known quarter (Sacs & Foxes) we had first 

to dispose of our families securely in the woods before we could 

y leave them in safety. we received y~J message as to the views 

& intentions of our old enemies, and we thank you. We are but 

136 in number here present and feel tired and hungry. when we 

go back to our people I hope you will give us three or four 

barrels of Pork & flou~-- as a treat to our women & children. 

<=== - . _~~I ~ -gi~d~l-~~:-l}yOU _ . for the last four days 

I have felt much uneasiness on your account. I am pleased also 

that my messenger reached in season to place your~families in 

more safety from the marauding Sacs and Foxes. 

I am gra~}d that the Great Spirit has been pleased to 

permi t us once more to meet in this house -- and that 'lfle may thank 

him & enjoy long life on tomorrow we meet for business. 

Monday June llt~ 1838 

1 - Boko S8n ge gun or the Brol\:en Arm Head of the Boi s France' Indians 

arrived at the c9.gency on a friendly visit this day_ 

2 Twakah munno or the Big Walker 'wi th a portion of the Susseetons 

also p,rri ved from SvJan Lake to receive their Annuity for 1838. 

v 3 Skus .:.chah nah & party of Wah paa kootas also arrived for their 

annui ty. 

Maj Plympton by note says he will be ready to vd tness the 

payments this afternoon. 

Amt Paid to Wah paa koo ta Sioux 

Anriu[ i]ty2=> 15 July 1830. for 1838 --
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ads 

,/ Tell San€ra & Kee yah ) 225 ~ii275 275 
) 

nall -- -- 45 110 110 

Appa hoh tab ) 
) 56 115 115 

1iJah Madee Sappah ) 

The IncUans being asked in "That they desired the next annuity 

paid in -- for 1839 -- submit[t]ed the answer to the Chief Tah Sanga 

who said -- My Father -~ As I said before I always prefer goods 

instead of money. I have no reason to change my mind. we dont 

know the use of money & therefore we wish our Great Father to use 

our money the best he can in buying goods for us -- we wish for 

our next annuity in goods. 

Tah Sanga' -- also said that he had divided his means under 

the Treaty of 1830 -- \\r1 th the 11edawakanten 8i oux his fr [i Jends --

& he e:A.rpected this year after their Treaty 'I-,as fulfilled that they 

would be as generous with him & give up what he had given &c &c 

The Agent My fr[i]end -- from all I hear & know from a 

word drop[p]ed in my ear by our people -- that you will not be dis-

appointed After we hear more from belo'l'! -- you can then corne 

this way in August to see them. 
th Tuesday June 12' -1838. A large number of Indians at the Agenqy 

this day -- 280 or 90. 

Issued F~tions 270 to the Wall paa kootas, and Susseetons going 

off to their homes after receiv[i]ng their annuities. Several 

letters to Capt E A Hitchcock with accouI).ts of Annuity payments &c. 

Order [ofl the' tr,eaty .smith to do all repairs -- of work for 

the Indians without orders -- new \vork to be ordered not to 't-lOrk 
i ______________________________ ,, __ -----l 
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sday Very bad and rainy weather -- so disagree-

able that the different encampments of oux who were were [sic] 

to break up this day -- remain stationary. at 4.ock. P M. The 

,/ chiefs & head men C.811 at the Agency end ask a conference, all the 

neighbouri.l1g chiefs being present. 'We conversed on the affairs of 

their people concerning their Treaty of Sept last ~nth the United 

States -- difficul ties ,·n th the Cbippe1tleS particularly in allusion 

to tbe murder of 13 Sioux of Lac qui parle -- by said Indians on 

~ tbe 12tbof April last -- one day marcb from ~r. Renvilles Post. 

Also in refference [sic] to the trade & their antiCipated miserable 

cohdition. 

The Agent replied -- as follo\.vs -- My friends -- You are in 

unpleasant Situation it is true -- but who is to blame for 

your present position. You have been counciled to keep the peace 
r:i: 

and but few of you listen.fyou ha,ve taken large credi ts and you 
% 

have: . made no returns to your traders Your young men have 

killed our peoples cattle 1vantonly. Your people have commit [t Jed 
'If 

murder by killing young Provencalle & wounding Mr Brown You have 

" killed the unoffending Potawatamis and stolen their property. 

Think of all these things before you complain 

The Burlington S B. Capt Throckmorton arrived this evening 

freight & passengers 

Gen Atkinson US. A & aid Leut Alexander. on a tour of inspec-
------'''~"'-''.,~'~~-""~ 

tion of the frontier Posts. 

,/ Mrs Atkinson & Miss Ballett ) Ladies 
) 

Mrs . Capt Maryatt the novelist ) Hunt 
~-,,,,,,"'-~~-~~--~-~'~'-,,* ) 
A. Sp~ding Esq. ) Mrs Lymington 

) 
Mrs Mr. Blow -- ) es --

Doct El'wees U. S. A ) 
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Benj F r onson 

Mr Steele Mrs Throckmorton 

ss E B nood &c 

Miss Sibley 

Miss Lane 

Niss Beebe 

with many other persons strangers whom I did not know. 

Fort Snelling is becoming noted for its beautiful position at the 

junction of the Miss & River S Peters, 20 years aqo. I thought 

more interesting than now. 

~ae Genl Atkinson & all 

the passengers visit the Falls of Anthony & the Lakes I have 

no leisure to accompany this party. Very me-lny Indians at the 

Agency. I have been kept busy answering idle Q.uestions all day. 

The Post inspected by Gen'bAtkinson. I send 

diE'latchers to Gov, Dodge of Wisconsin and Annui ty Acts to Capt 

E A Hitchcock. The Ste[a]m Boat Brazil -- Capt Smith a part of 

Gov.Dodge[l s ] family passengers. Our Post is ,;J1th tw'o __ ,~ __ ,_,~~_~_"'c-~_ 

S[team] Boats at once A novel sight for Set] Peters. 

Mr J os Renville Senre.......::> erri ves v1i th 120 IndLia Jns from 

1eke qui pB,rle on the 5t Peters. The Indians come without an 

invitation from the Agency~ their presence is only calculated to 

give trouble to the Agent -- & embarrass the Indiano parties to the 

treaty of 1837. 

" turdBY 
Kee fie ah pee, ) 

) chief of the band of 5 Lodg[eJ 5w=:seeton 5i oux arri vdd] 
Et~a. v.rah keah ) 

at the agency with their people 25 Rats of Pork & flour issued 
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to this ty who are sufferi seve from r. 

The Chiefs state that the[y] met M[r] Nicollet & on 

the SfrJPeters -- and received a mouthful of nrovisions from him 

for which they were thankful 

S B. Brazil -- left at 10 oclk A M for S[Louis. 

A private letter to Gov Dodge by his Daughters 

v/ a War Dance by 40 Sioux Eraves at the Agency by the Wahpeeton 

Sioux of Lac qui parle 

Kee nee ah pee of the band of 5 Lodge Susseton 

Sioux at the agency this day -- issued 25 Rat Pork & flour. 

Revd Mr Riggs preached at Fort Snelling -- and 'we were ent 

tainect itJi th 

wild Savages sung correctly & in good time to the astonishment 

of the audience of whites. 

I might say no\\r upon this interesting subject, and the' ex-

ertions of the Rev Doctor T B Williamson of the Mission at Lac 

qui parle under his direction and the aid afforded him by Jos 

Renville Senr in improving the minds & condition of the Wahpeeton 

Sioux -- many of whom not only sign their own names -- but compose 

a good letter & perfectly inteligi ble. I have h..a.cL the pleasure 

of r~ceiving several i~rri tten communications from my Indian friends 

,/ at Lac qui parle -- in tLeir own vTri ten l<iiilgu/?)ge 

The Rev Mr Bronson of the Methodist church preached at "Cold 

I'laterll also this day near Fort Snelling. 

June 

1 Keeneh an pee Susseeton) 
) 

2 Ee tah Ivah kee ah do ) 

100 Ibs Tobaco ) 3 pro Blank[et]s 
) 

100 Ibs lead ) 1/2 Stroud 
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':< 5 Loclge do) 50 Ibs r ) 1 Calico v 
\ ) ) 
) 3 doz Knii¥Eili ) 2 Ibs vermil[io]n 
) 1/2 rust killer) 4 Doz glasses 

Presents to the ) ) 
) 1/2 gr awls ) 1 10 thread 

5 Lodge Susseeton Sioux 

Li ttle::=:>Son . -- '"lab pee ton chiefs of LB.C qui parle 

& nrother After counc Presents as 1'ol101-'s 

100 Ibs of Tobacco ) 1. Dce CaliCO ) 3 aoz Knives 
) ) 

60 Ibs LeBd ) 2 Ibs ve r'1l e lU oJ n ) lID Thread 
) ) 

2 K~gs Powder )1/2 rust killer ) 1/2 doz Tin cups 
) ) 

3 Doz Glasses )1/4 gr. aw1.s ) 3 yds Scarlet 
) ) 

/~ 4 yds Thread ) 2 dZ hook & lin[e]s) 1/2 doz SCissors 

The chiefs & Head men ask to council on tomorrow on their 
[ in] 

affain~ & the chippewas -- I got a statementAfull of the murder 

of the Sioux on the 11 or 12th of April last by the Chippewas of 

Sandy Lake from the Rev. T. S. Williamson of Lake qui parle only 

this day of date the 28 th of April which I ought to have gotten 

early in May. 

June A Horse of OCrater TreatySmith shot in 

the shoulder & badly wounded by some Indian unknown with an arrow. 

,...- Dog 

5 or 6 Horses killed & wounded in the village of the Black 

3 miles off -- difficulties among themselves. 

The Susseeterl1s Sioux of the Band of 5 Lodges on a visit to 

this agency on bu sines s --:- being s orne whee suspe cted by their 

people -- left at night. I am sure they "rere not to blame. 

The I ans of Lac Traverse wounded J,R. Brown and killed a 

half breed -- Louis Provencalle Jr near the White Rock. The 

ratification of the Sioux Treaty being too long postponed --

distrust & unfriendly feelings exist 30 or 40 nead of cattle killed 
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ter8 ncy \'lednesday s of Pork & 

flour issued to the \'J'ahpeeton & others of Lac qui parle. I in-

formed these people that after 3 days we could issue no more 

rations. 

To settle business relative to the Methodist Mission at Petit 

Corbeaus village -- the Reverend Mr Bronson & the members of the 

Mission family met at the Agency this day in council with Wah Keon 

Tunkah chief & head men Mr B -- explained fully his viev-Is in 

locateirg at their village what he was seeking to do, & what 

the[y] might expect of him & might not also what demands had been 

made by them at different times &c. 

A letter receiv[e]d from M Nicollet by the crdef Sleepy Eyes-

from Traverse des Sioux. he was well and harty & going on well --

date 17th inst. 

Ese tak kenbah chief, & KBn bee rnaoah ke~ 2d chief of Traverse 

des Sioux arrived at the agency on business. 

Steam Boat -- Ariel from S Louis arrived this afternoon with 

sutlecs stores. we learn from a passenger Mr Bache that the Senate 

had ratified the Sioux Treaty. I trust so for the sake of tran-

quility. No letters or papers private or official received by 

anyone at this Post. I enclose Dr Williamsons letter to Gov 

~ Dodge relative to the murder of 13 Sioux by the Sandy Lake Chip-
th pewas on the 12 of April last near (30 miles) Lac qui parle. 

Letter to Capt Hitchcock vlith Dis Agt~Estima1fu1 for $5,500. 

worth of provisions for Sioux under Tre[&tJY of Sept 29 1837. 

Letter to Mr~ Taliaferro 

at Bedr'Ord 

Corn $1,000 

Flour 

Pork 

3000 

1500 
~ 5.500 
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1 pce Stearn wove shirting 1/4 pc calico 

1.2/3 pt Blanket Strouding &c Stolen from the office. The 

Susseetons in council. 

Esetakenbah. chief -- Rose & said My Father -- we have known 

each other long -- from young men to old. I follo"\tJed you years 

gone by to see our Great Father -- since when I have felt strong 

v~ & have his councils fresh in my Ears. 

Father we have done the best we could to remain at peace tho 

nothing but00ut bodies to roll about the plains with. Like your 

nation we cannot altogether control our people -- some headstrong 

fools will give us trouble. You have strong punishments which 

inflict on your bad people yet so~e still do mischief for this 

we suffer, for our traders seem disposed to desert us in our ex-

tremity 

My Father -- we are badly off and things look worse with us 

this year than formerly. as my small band is disposed to listen 

& do well I hope you will let our Great Father know of this that 

he may take pity on us. If some of our nation have behaved badly 

we ought not all to Buffer for their acts -- try my Father to help 

me, and my small band. 

. } / 
My Father -.:... I have parted lately with your fr[jJend (M Nicollet 

at my place. he is going through our country} I hope he will see 

our situation in our own bands & country & report truly to our Great 

Father ,,.,e have a large fine country but our game is nearly gone & 

,V'hat we kill our traders wont ta.1.ce -- so "",e know not what lie are to 

do the comeing winter. these things give some of our people hard 

feelings and they often beha~e amiss in consequence 

My Father -- I could [sayJ much to you this day, but as we are 
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acouRint -- you know me, and I ~~ll not your ears 

longer further than to say -- help me as far as you can -- and I 

shall be thankfull 

Kah hee maaah kah -- next rose & spoke of his visit last summer 

with the agent to see his Great Father of what had been told him by 

the Presiaent and Sec of War & the Com r of IndiansAffairs. He 

recollected all & would ever do so. He had counciled his friends 

as to what they ought to do that peace & friendship might ever con-

tinue between our Great nation & his people. He felt pleased ~~th 

all he had seen and heard -- and feDJt sure if all the Sioux would 

listen to the councils of his Father here (Maj Taliaferro) things 
15 would go well. He had been told by his Great Father to listen only 

v to the councim of his Agent & to no one else -- & if anyt~~ng went 

wrong to let our Agent know and he would soon hear the truth. I 

intend hereafter to close my ~ to all other councils & follow 

his advice, as I am now sure it will be best for us. 

The Agent replied fully to the remarks & sentiments of the 

chief & his 2d. The chief is an excellent man & deserves attention 

1. Keg of Povlder 

50 lbs Lead --

70 lbs Tobacco 
v-- 2 doz Glasses 

10 yds calico 

June 22d 1838 

Enug munne 
Marc pee oh snee 

Presents. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

~ 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

1 pr 3 pt Blankets 

·5 yds Stroud 

3 yds Scarlet 

1/4 Cotton white 

2 doz Kni[ve]s --

3 Tin Kettles --

1/2 doz SCissors 1 lbs Thread 

chiefs & head man of Lac qui parle 
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Marc pee l<'ee chas tah ) 
) at the agency_ 

Round wind ) 

The Small Pox -- being in trJi 8 vicinity -- the remote Indi 

are uneasy. I am sorry for tn~m but no objection to rid[d]ing 
#: 

myself of their company. The want of provisions, and the natural 

idleness & improvidence of the Indiens is another source [of] 

, trouble to them and an[n]oyance to the Agents. The agent is bound 

down to fixed rules and can only neviate by the use of his own 

private means in alleviating extreme cases. The Government will 

never find another Agent to do as I have done for years past $5.000 

would but bearly reimburse me. To save the credit of the c'de :lpt & 

./ to sub8;erv@J the public interest my sacrifices 
~.~~-~--~~.~~--~,----~;-~-

only in money but in time, & health. 

Presents 

Enug munne ) 2 pro 3 pt 'Blankets 
& ) 

Marc pee ah Snee)~ 1/4 Blue Stroud 

6 Tin Kettles 

3 yds Scarlet 

, 5 yards whi te cottfOJn 

1/2 doz Tin cups 

100 Ibs Lead --

1.J)oz Mocasitlo awls 

)2 Ibs vermillion 
) 
)1/2 doz pro Scissors 
) . 

)1 1/2 doz glasses 
) 

~ ) L Ib Thread 
) 
)2 1/2 doz Knives 
) 
)100 Ibs Tobacco ) . 
) 50 Ibs Powder 
) 
) 1/4 Ribbon --

Marcpee wee chas tah) 
) 
) 

2 pro 3 pt Blanke[t]s) 100 Ibs T5bacco 

The Round Wind 
1 pr 2 1/2 pt do ) 25 Ibs Powder 

3 Tin Kettles 

1/2 Tin cups 

1/2 Tin Pans 

, 2 Doz KnivGili 

) 
) 80 Ibs Lead 
) 
) 1/4 Ribbon ) . 

) 1 doz M awls 
) 
) 2 doz glasses 
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1/4 pce calico ) 1/4 ue roud - ) 
I lb vermillion) 1/2 Scissors --

A letter written to J B F2rribau[1]t on complaint entere~ by 

Mah zah hoh tah c~~ef for wood or Timbe~ out near his Village 

without consent &c asking information -- &c. 

Mr Farribault came over to the agency personally to respond 

He stated he had cut 50 cords of wood on the Reserve as all 

traders & other persons had been doing for many years. It was 

wood for fire -- & not timber 

I informed the IndianJ that as this was the case they had 

no claim on Mr F. it was on the U S Reservation & the subject 

properly belonged to the com[maJnd[in]g Officer. 

~ The chief in presenting the note states he suffenep some 
r abusive language from M F. which hurt his feelings & caused 

some retort. He cared not for the wood as he then conside~d me 

right in my decisions -- but felt disposed not to overlook the 

uncalled for ;emarks of Mr Farribault I gave full explinations 

into the nature of our position & claims here -- that as they had 

been twice stated to have received payment for the Post-& certain 

lands adjoining -- & do[u]bts arising as to the facts & the ex-

tent -- The President r~d directed $4.000- more 

course we should hold if we thought proper to the 9 miles square 

and if the com[man]d[inJg officer permitted the wood & timber 

cut from the reserve -- It was his business and not theirs in 

future. (I paid the $4,000- and no more said by my Indians.) 

Moose omonee) 
~ chiefs of the Little Rapid WahDeeton Sioux called 

Wah nac son tah) 

v at the agency -- and made a few remarks as to the affairs of thdTIr 

people 
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Issued to pee ton Band of 

Sioux of the Little Rapids 48 Rats of Pork & flour. 

UnexDectedly all the Heads of Villages called at the Agency. 

Including the Indians] of the Wah pee ton Bandeof the Little Rapids 

. Lac qui parle0 &c &c. 

The ITom[man]d[in]g officer Maj Plympton asked to be specially 

invited to sit in council with the Agent on this occasion Major. 

P. consents to meet the chiefs & head men. 

~Vho it is vIno::::::> setes the minds of the Indians ill at ease at 

this moment I know not -- any thing & every thing appearing of 

late calculated to excite them. 

This council specially called IDay develop some points at issue 
Chief Lac qui parle) 

ThellLittle" rose and said (after a fevl words 

to his people) My Father & my Brother (Maj p) 

I came down to see you both. I intend to to [sic] address, 

my remarks to both. I have met with many misfortunes in life --

but never with one so heavy as the one recently felt in the murder 

of my people near our place a short time since on my own lands by 

the Chippewas I have some of my friends here present who travel-

ed to see our Great Father. I live a long distance off. I try 

to take care of our traders and it is seldom we hear good 

council -- but still we listen and my band. our Enemies are not 

content with intruding on our lands and destroying our game --

but must kill my people. 

My first opinion was when your troops carne to this country was 

to protect our people -- the Sioux Nation -- but I now find it is 

not So. I hope to hear Something from you this day which I may 

repeat to my people when I get horne. 
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I came down with great hopes of seei our people 

~ who was missing & taken away by the Dogs who murde~~ us this 

spring -- but it is not so. Many of our 
-----'"- ------'-"-- begin to think 

that you think more of these Dogs than you do of us. I leave my 

friends about here to look after our interest when I have gone 

home. 

Marcpee ar~-Snee \'Jar Chief -- of Lac qui Parle 

My Brother -- I address myself to the chief of the Soldiers 

I am a soldier -- & not a chief. The man who struck on us was 

here last winter to visit you. he told me so and that you My 

Brother advised him to be at peace with us, & to thrOi'l away the 

v Tomahawk -- but he did not listen He decieved me and the result 
#. 

of my confidence was a great loss to me. ~ My Father -- I am a 

soldier and I have but one word -- I speak plain and wish to say 

a word to you this day. The manner in which th'e Chippewas behaved 

was shameful they cut up our women in a horrid manner. I hope 
y1f, 

when you are prepared you rJill satisfy us. My Father The Steps 

you take are not strong enough. you send words that wont do. I 

put one of my own people under ground for doing those people an 

injury -- all know this we wish to get a few of these people 

into our hands for the loss of our friends. we cant plant people 

to grow up as the trees. 'I...,.hen they are ~one it is not in our 

v' power to replace them. I depend upon you~ my Ii'ather and my 

Brother -- I depend upon you. If nothing: is done soon or you cant 

do it -- I rely upon my relations here to see UB righted. We 

thought the IIEole in the Dayll -- a good man. He has changed, and 
-------
hereafter you never can do any thing with him. he is lost as a 

friend to peace. 
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The IIHound Wind ll of Lac qui parle & Ny Brother 

I address you and our relations who went on with our Father to 

/ Washinston. they heard good counci~and they have been repeated. 

The news our prople brought to my lodge was severe The chipp~waB 

after being feasted on the best we had got up in the night & cut 

up our people in pieces. I was one who assisted to bury their 

bodies "18 felt disposed to go to war -- but decided first to 

report all to you what had taken place. Where this happened was 

not on their lands, but on ours I have been long there tho I 

belong here the ~hippewas would still intrude on our lands & 

we never had a difficulty with these people but on our own lands. 
<It 

You know the peopl[e] about here they have done all the[y] could 

to keep peace but you killed 4 of our people for killing two of 

them. The chippewas killed 4 of your o'\-m people and many others 

of your people and have been the cause of much trouble yet nothing 

was done w'i th them You spoke often to us to keep the peace 

at last you spoke strongly and since that we kept quiet. It is 
=J! 

our wish that you do us justice try, and give us 4 of this people 

put them in our hands for the satisfaction of those of our people 

who have lost their relations and then every thing will go on as 

usual. 

We depend on you both my Father and my Brother for your 

assistance. all our people depend on you as c~~ef of the Soldiers. 

v we look for our woman ,\-lho is a prisoner to be returned to us _...2 we 

thin~ she is crying, and they think so -- which makes their hearts 

sorie. we wish for some of these people to revenge ourselves upon. 

eft we 1.nsh to return home where 11'1e shall remain until we hear from 

you as all are disposed to be quiet. 



Marcpee wee chas tah -- of L qui Parle) My Father 

Sprin~8 a~o the ne~ffl from you reached me to keep the peace. I 

came down & delivett~d myself up to my Father at this place -- al 

vdth others -- for what had been done. Since then I have been 

at peace. All our affairs seem to be a~ainst us -- every thi~ 

y we do and the le8st thing we do we are called upon & brought 

down, and made to account for it -- & yet no matter what the 

Chippewas do nothing seems to be done to them. when we take Pris-

oners we are asked for tYem -- but when we ask for our Prisoners 

it seems a long time before they are asked and perhaps not at all. 

I depended upon the words of our Great Father & set still while So*xx 

we have been killed with sticks, knives and stones. we generally 

use Powder, and Ball in our wars our being quiet lead to our 

misfortunes of late. The line between us we respected -- but we 

r could not keep the crdppewas off of our side of it. 

Moosomoneeh. & old Sioux \'/ ar Chief said My Father, & 

Brother -- I wish both of you to listen to me what our people 

have said to you this day concerning their affections brings tears 

in my eyes. indeed my heart is touched deeply at the recital of 
cJt 

f , the cruel & horrid murder of our people by the chippewas. My 

Father when I speak -- I speak plain and not with a forked 

tongue as do some Indians. I keep back nothing. I really think 

none of the Chippewa Chiefs were engaged in this horrid matter --

, only a few idle.c=::::>- fools. 

I have knovm a good many of the Chippewas The "Strong 

Ground II IIHole in the II & would come down here, and counCil 

>' 1tii th you & then go back home and act differently. I know them 

well for I have found them on my own lands. when we have anythin~ 

y/ to say vIe call the Great Spirit to wi tness . we do this to Great 
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8 "lOmen & ldren of our people been killed like 

we destroy young patridges and it is for this cause that our people 

feel sore at heart -- there are wrongs for which the[y] ask, and 

expect redress. 

When our people used to go to war we had but to go on our own 

lands to find our enemies and there met them. they were at all 

times easily found intruding thereon, and if they were killed on 

our lands it ,-.ras their ol,m fault -- we have famlli es & friends to 

support from our lands as well as they -- and ~~nt our lands free 

to us for that purpose. 

We well know that it has always been your councils to keep peace - -

our people here wish to know what they are to do and what is to be 

done -- whether they are to Sit with with [sic] their arms folded 

r or to settle their own affairs in their own way,~or not. they wish 

to hear soon -- when at Washington our Great Father wished us well 

& hoped, our women & children would live. I brought the news back, 

and our people were pleased. It was our vwmen & children he wished 

to see live and it is these that have been killed. 

Mahzah hoh tah -- village Sioux chief near the Agency My 

Father & Brothers -- I have listened to what my friends from above 

have Said here this day and feel hurt and have held do~~ my head at 

what they Say -- for 19 years that we have been here near you many 

/' things have happened but yet still the count;[JJY is quiet. you 

asked me to go on to see our Great Father. I 'dent and ifJaS pleased 

v with all that I heard, and S8W. on seeing our Great Father He 

,r gave us good councils. we came back and the first thing we heard 

vms bad news from above. our people had been killed by the Chippe-

was -- on our own lands. 

d 



-- \'lhen I received this news I went to the F'ort 

and let you know what had happened to our people. When in Washin~-

ton a man gave me and S8.id "",i th s you kill no ~mite 

man but when your enemies strike -- you may ~o to war with itll. 

Nothing of importance transpired during 

all this day. no visits of note or consequence from any quarter 

Some few Indians leave for Lac qui parle. 

2~_ The Indi8.ns of Black Do~ villa~e complain of 

their acorn groves cut by Mr J B Farribault orders -- & 

some timber of large growth. I addressed a note at their request 

to Mr F. on the subject of the timber cut & asked him to explain. 

}.:r F. came over to the office and Said He had had some 50 or 

60 cords of wood cut but no timber. I stated to the Indians that 

as it had been heretofore granted by them a free use of fire wood 

for their traders -- I did not see how as all were cut[tJing & 

exception could be made in their friends case. So the matter 

rests~ for the 

Again called upon by the chief & his head men 
~ to say they were not satisfied. The[yJ had presented by note to 

Mr F. & he hE,d replied to them -- by abuse. I was asked to send 

a note for Mr F & ask his attendance at the office as they desired 

to ask him a question in my presence. Mr F. appeared. In course 

of conversation Mr F. Stated that besides the wood cut, his son 

y Oliver -- informed him that ~5. timber trees had been cut. The 

Indians demanding satisfaction He consented to give a b~ of corn 

2 Baskets for what had been destroyed. The Indians demured -- to 

this small compensation -- but I told them as all provisions were 

scarce & high -- to take it. 
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25. 

There bei Several Chiefs, & E men sent of the nei 

villa~es -- I was earnestly requested to solicit of the com[man]d-

[in]g officer a loan of a few Bags of Corn -- Pork & flour -- until 

the arri val of the' Indian SUP1Jlies by which they said nothing 

~ would be lost but faithfully returned c#'. This they urged on the 

ground of ab~olute want & approaching starvation for the[i]r women 
iff & children. I remarked in reply -- that I knew there was every 

disposition in the breast of the com[man]d[in]g officer Maj Plymp-

ton to serve them & he would do so if not inconsistent with 

his other duties) 
'1. ,)it ? 

License granted to H H Sibley to ~~ach at S Peters 

)Annogenescah) 
) ) Head men of Shakopee village arrived at the agency 
)Hoc yah pah ) 

/' on business These Indians asked if Mrs Farribault their relative 

might not remain where she was -- & asked for a paper to confirm 

her residence &c &c 

I briefly Stated that there ~ms no disposition to disturb 

her by anyone that I knew of. I t was not in my pOi'ler to grant 

a paper of the kind asked. It would be time enou~h to act when 

v her residence where she was should be made a Question -- & as far 

as her~~ts were concerned I would stand by & see [she] had justice 

this the Eagle Head might assure Mrs F. 

I also Stated the constant complaints of the Black Dogs Band 

v to me of Mr Farrlbault & others cut[t]ing large Quantities of w06d 

& timber rails &c &c from their lands near their village. Stated 

the case of Mr F. of late & asked them as they were well disposed 

to him & his family their relatives -- to use their influence with 

the Band aforesaid to let the old man alone in future by so doing 
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they 1'lOu1d save me much trouble & pe s do tter with their 

traders. 

The Head Men of Lac qui parle -- called at 
y' 

the offioe this morning to take leave 

Marcpee ah Enee 
These men spoke to me of their affairs 

~ Marc pee wee chas 

) 
) 

tah ) 

personally -- as to the trade -- disposition of their people --

the unfortunate difficulty with the Chippewas -- in all of which it 

is plain they are an injured people. 

They ask redress of grievences from the Governm[en]t and say 

they will wait for news from me. If none should arrive in 30 days 

of a satisfactory natur[e] they will strike a blow or two & then 

again sit still. The Head men also request that when the Sioux 

woman sent for by me arrives here, & I return her to her husband 

,/ they request that I inform their friend who remains -- That it 

is their '-lish that he return home quietly -- & do nothing. I was 

['to join my council to theirs by requests. License granted to J 

& Louis Provenca11e. Renville Sen~ 
L---
LE~ursday June 28~i8381 This Morning the Steamer Burlington 

~~~'~,~,~~~~'~"' j 

/ arrived with 146 men recruits for the 5th Infy The Indians 

f100ked into learn news of the ratification of their Treaty --
#:. none did they get satisfactory. So much the worse for them & 

the United States -- we have trouble soon unless -- The Treaty be 

heard from satisf~ctorily 

Com r Ind[ia]n Affairs -- a strong letter of facts to him 

on the subject of the Treaty hoping the SAnate had not adjourned 

before its ratification. 

,/ Letter to Mrs T ~ now in Bedford-::::::=> Pa. 
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,/" past -- Also One official letter from the Actg Supt of Mighi~an 

~ W B Slaughter -- enclosing a solution of the Se House of 

Representatives 19th March 1838. calling on the President for 

information as to the intermedling of foreigners in the affairs 

of the Indian tribes 

NasiRmpaa -- ,& all the Head men -- called at the Agency from the 

/ Chief of Li ttle Cro\-l8 -- village & Said --

My Father -- we call at the request of our chief to know if 

y the 8 Boat brought up our goods or if you have any news certain 

let us know. 

We wish to know the truth of you as there are some busy 

traders who tell us that we are fools and will be made fools of 

by our Great Father -- -that we macle a bargain, & if it wctS con-

firmed \-re would only get a part -- of what v-ras promised &:c &c. 
v..--

) Nashmpaa Little Crows Village 
) These head men for themselves 

Shakopee -- 20 mile do ) 
) and people request the Agent to 

Annagenascah do do ) 
) give them a paper authorised ..- Mahzah Tunkaa -- Little Crows do) 

their relati on Mrs Pelagie Farri baul t & family to remain where 

v they were. I did so,under certain contingencies expressed in the 

paper. 

Many Indians at the Agency -- poor 
di:: 

issued Pork & flour to them.!/ -Request Mr Stanley & miserably off 

to take views in perspective of this Post, and its vicinity -- for 

the use of the Dept a copy for the office of Indian Affairs. 

Mr Renville left this day for Lake qui parle on his return 
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to 8 t ng Post. II II a sent to & his people --

a present also to Renvilles family Dau~hters, & Sons. 

to the com[man]d[inJg officer j Plympton 

v Requisitions -- 6 for the currant expenses of this Agency for the 

Qr E'!nding June 30 1838 made on Lieut Samuel Wn·i tehorne Mic Dis 
ses 

Agent Abstracts of Licery\granted forwarded to Sup t of Indian 

Affairs for Wisconsin. Abstracts of delivery of A~ricultural 

implements Iron Steelel~..-1Ilade & forwarded 
TF 

Report to Gov. Dod~e for the Month of June To Com r In[d] 

,/' V'affairs relative to U S. F~ags 

the Dept 

not yet supplied as promised by 

~~~~ l:~l83B] Some Indians are becoming dissatisfied 

wi th the course of the~~Anrerioan fur Cpys ~ents & traders -- no 

credits now given -- and the trade generally suspended. 

I can now hear them say we my 'Father ought always to listen 

to you. we have been Slaves to our traders, and have listened to 

their councils too long 

They ~ive us medals & Flags, & chiefs coats to work for & 

listen to their councils but we find they dont last always. 

Q,uestion by the ~ent what do the Traders say in their councils 

,.,hen the [y J present a medal --

.- Ans I speak but never name me -- for I should be sure to suffer --

They gave one to(Wah rna dee Sapuah" one to the G:)od Road -- -.flne to 
( 

~ (Wah nac Son tah -- & said "you are to listen 
( 

,/' (to us, and our traders in all things -- you deri vceJ 

all your benefit from us -- listen to us before you do to the agent 
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we what is best for you & our people 

Agency Office st Peters July 2d __ Monday 

ed & inspected the aty Smithc:>shoJ:'C>-- Iron stee1ecoal a/c 

v of work for month of June by & without orders. Guns 96 -- Traps 

X ,/ Re/~ 48 lances 164. axes 

Letter to C A HarrisComr Indian affairs -- relative to 

Flags promised to Sioux Delegation in October 1837 -- also re-

,/"-- grets at not being supplied wi th meda1sto replace those that 
---""-~~ 

for a plough replied this day by the mail carrier. 

I vJas amused at a report that 18 miles South East from this 

Post a large body of Sac & Fox Indians had just been seen 

Hundreds of Horses also -- Riders mounted & soon returned the news 

to be false. 

July The 62 d An[nJiversary of Am Independence 

& 26 guns fired as a salute -- this reminds me that this is my 

year here as U S Indian agent. we had a delightful collation 

at the com[manJd[inJg officers quarters -- Maj Plymptons -- Ice 

cream fine stray.rberries -- cakes wine.s of all kindl3 &c &c -- which· 

we- enjoyed much. 

Report this morning that at Crow 

River a few·miles above the Falls of st Anthony west -- the 

v chippewas are saidC/or supposed to have killed, two or three Sioux 

of SPBkepeesVillage on the S Peters A great many guns were heard. 

Eagle Heads nephew -- reports -- nothing from the Black Tom [a Jhawk .. 

The Black Tom came in & said news is afloat -- I have been 

--------------------------------------------------
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nam by my people -- My Father we have a poor set chiefs about 

us -- let me have my rights as a chief & I feel things would go 

N d b 11:3 Gu . -better. 0 b100 D~S een spilt -- lies are afloat. . DS neara 

near the Sioux encampment 10 1/2 night 

July 6 Visited the Sioux Mission of Lake Harriet 

7 1 vTest of the agency -- and wi tnessed the examination 

./ ,/ of the scholars under Miss Lo C Stevens tuition & direction .. She 

acquit[t]ed herself well as did the children generally. 

Mr Sibley reports the loss of a yoke of oxen & one cream 

color[e]d horse wounded supposed by the Indians of Sixes vil~~e 

v encamped on the set) Peters near Fort Snelling. 

I informed him of the guns fired late last night and that if 

,/ he would as he intimated call to nightc::::> at the encampment --

He might detect the meat in their kettles. 

Levlis Smi th asked the following unexpected Q.uesti on Do you 

believe the Indians have a right to kill the cattle of persons on 
I 

their lands -- ans why the Question ans because I understand 

v that it is your opinaoft expressed &c The agt -- I disclaim such 

a Sentiment as none such was ever uttered by me. I stated that 

cattle & Horses have no right to go on the lands of the Indians 

~ & If persons would intrude with such property on In~aft lands 

vuthout their consent as was the case -- the Indians would claim #: . 
it as a right to shoot them. The la,.". ivas my guide & I expressed 

no oninionpapart from the law & my Instructions 

[i~day July 6th 1838 Many idle Indians about the Agency 

more about the Fort -- young man wholly idle and beg[gJing for a 

piece of Bread -- all too lazy to hunt for food of any kind even 

to catch fish from the Reserve or lakes The women take straw-

berries & get a morsel of Bread when the young men stand ready 



to sieze it. 

Sibleys horse & Farribaults with grass -- not 

killed -- m1sch[i]efs. 

A number of Indians at the Agency -- Saying 

v we heard there were 200 chippewas at the Faun coming down -- a 

day or two past some 300 Sacs & Foxes were "r1 thin a fe,,! miles of 

/ this Post by report. I told them they had better go off & hunt) 

/ & try and subsist their families -- & not listen to all idle 

fellows among them. 
~ 

A man arrived last night from Mr Vinegard with a letter for 

me. I have not as yet seen him. Therm 96~ in the shade 

LSunday 8 Recd. Maj M M "i Vinegards letter dated July 2d 

Sandy Lake. He will be down on the 12th with the Sioux woman 
v Prisoner -- to the chippewa:;-- taken by the IIHole in the Dayll 

on the 12th of April last 

v y Had a long Talk wi th the He8.d men of Shakopees village now 

encamped on the stPeters near the Agency I spoke of the acts 

r of the Sioux of late in shooting arrows in Horses & spearing 

r them also as to shooting cattle belonging to Traders & other 

Citizens of this Post. Chaatuzzee -- son of the Black Dog chief 

had killed two oxen for Mr Sibley & severely wounded another for 

y ,/ Mr Farribau!L]t also speared a Horse for each. If such things 

were pe[rJsisted in -- punist@ent would surely follow. It was 

y / 

also reported that Antu1ne Papin lost his only cow -- by the hand 
.-#= 
,/ 

of Kocmokos. Son in Law. & Chipkaa -- Maynards son. O.ee.naa padu 

tab -- brought in to Lake Calhoun -- the Hide -- head & feet of 

saidO animal-- so it remains between the Three. 



Wah ken tunkah & his people from the 9. 

mile village below Fort Snelling on a visit this day -- altho we had 

& ~H ld a heavy storm of vnnd . rain. e called to say he wou go on 

to the lands near St Croix with a few of his people -- leaving 

all who had no guns to subsist as they best might on fish during 

hi 8 absence wi th a few of his principle men.~ He Bpoke of the 

treaty & hoped the President would stand by him for if it was not 

ratified one half of 5 villages would not be alive next spring 

He for one yet hed hopes. If the Indians were killing Horses 

y and Cattle it was not surprising. He felt sorry for it but it 

was all brought about by actual Starvation. 

v 

v 

He said -- My Father -- The severe disappointment in not 

geting our goods, & money ,early this spring under our treaty of 

last year has rendered our people miserable our Traders have 

stoped credits -- our game is gone & a man may starve one & two 

days & even three but on the 4th he becomes desperate & kills 

the first thing that crosses his path -- Hence is it surpriseing 

our people occasionally kill an ox or a horse? 

The chippewas you know have swept off all our game on the 

r Mississippi & the small streams -- coming'& going from thill Post. 

once they' never w"ere to be found below CroYl Island when vIe were 

at war -- but since your Fort 'IrJaS established here & peace was 

started our lands have suffered to such an extent that we cannot 

see a Deer or a Bear -- in all our days journey. 

This year furs (Rats especially on which we depend) are worth 

J/ nothing. the Traders will not take them from us at any price. 

Reflect now seriously on our present condition before you bear too 

heavily on our people. you may be assured that in no former 

period for 20 years have we been 80 badly off in every respect 



v 

The fulfilm of our aty one out a happy & 

quiet state of things for all parties therefore for the sake of 

peace -- urge it~ on our gre8t Father not to disappoint us. 

v Thunder & Electricity vivid & appalling during the forepart 

this even[i]ng until 10 1/2 oc1k -- Peals of Thunder incessant for 

two hours. 

~ ~ John B Raymond aniold cit[ken of 65 years as he was looking 

out from the door of P Quins residence at cold water was instantly 

killed -- by a flash of light[n]ing. Mrs Quin & children near him 

were not injured fortunately. Mr Quin absent as U S. Interpreter 

with MaJ Vine~~rd for the ChipPLe]was 
~p~'~ 

~ 

esday July loth 1~38 j Attended the funeral of J. B. 

Raymond at the public official burying ground near Fort Snelling 

whose sudden death was ,named yesterday, 

v f proposed- a meeting of the citizeQs] for Thursday for the 

purpose of hireing a guard to attend the herding of all cattle 

,/ o~ ci tizen[s] -- to prevent loss by Indian depredations thro[ugh] 

the summer 

Indians reported for pulling up Potatoes in the public fields 

recommend a watch to the com[mandin]g officers as the women & 

children were in a starving condit[io]n 

M Brunet a half Breed Chippewa from Leech Lake -- called at 

the office. 
th I Wednesday 11 l Weather cool and fine after the storm of the 

'/9th. Mississippi &~it Pet em again on the rise. Many Indians male 

& Female at the Fort. The com[mandin]g officer speaks of some 

/ restrictions to these visits. I think it at all times prudent 

,./ at least to permit as little insight into our wee1tness as possible. 
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-=~:::.~ -- in otion & 0 .9.S 

usual. This is the day on which I expected Mr Vinegard with the 

Sioux Prisoner. It is reported that 300 of the chippewas would 

come with him. I hope not for we may expect difficulty between 

them, and the Sioux as considerable bad blood seems to prevail 

from recent causes. 

I proposed to the Citizens of this Post to hire one man as 

a guard to herd their cattle for the summer monthE. 

FridaJ: Jul;y ~ Our mail returned ~~thout letters or 

papers from Wahcoota at the foot of Lake Pepin. our last two 

r mails of Jun[eJ 19 and July 4 Still there •. 'A written message from 

Wah coota chief stateing the particulars of the death of Piezze 

v Snash nab munno by a war party of Chippewas near his place & of 

~ the persuit of them by his people -- 3 of the chippewas killed 2 

drovmed the chippewas fled tr~ew away their guns -- Blankets 

&c & behaved after their assault in a most dasterdly manner. 

An Express sent off this morning -- with 

another mail & to bring up any mail that may have reached the foot 

of Lake Pepin. 

Shacopee a Sioux chief lost his wife last night -- A coffin 
;;;;;::;;::::> ~~ 

made for her at the Fort. I present 1. -Blanket & 3 yds of calico 

for burial cloth[eJs -- private donation -- cost ~6.25. 

The chief, & 30 men call with a Pipe at the office this day. 

Shakopee -- Said -- My Father -- I felt last night on seeing the 

/ ,last of myoId wife long my best friend & looking at my small 
'If. children now motherless that I wished to destroy myself. I felt 

no longer a disposition toli ve but my courage was not equal to 
til ' 

my wishes. I felt to [oJ weak to kill myself ' My Father -- I 
calIon you this morning for charity -- of my trader I could not 
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t a t to cover the body of my dead fe. you been kind 

and I thank you ~or. the th~ngs given and for the Coffin to en-

close her body. ~MY Father 22 of my people go off in the morning 

to my village to bury her. I wish for some provisions for a feast 

for them -- we are now starving, & wish your assistance. 

Mr Brunet -- a half breed Chippevla called to say that he ",as 

requested to notify me of the arrival of the chief 11Hole in the 

Day" with the Sioux woman his Prisoner at the Falls of st Anthony 

& vlOuld arrive at "Cold Water ll near this agency to night late to 

avoid meeting with the Sioux. ~ne Agent Mr Vinegard was bringing 
[?] 

./ dO'tffl the party. The Sixe s v [i Jllage rec ei ved-:- & kill one of their 

cattle as they are in want. 

~ I note the follovnng remarks which occurred at the Mess supper 
#; 

table this evening -~ Doct Wright Stated to the Agent -- That he 

had seen Tomah drunk in the Fort I replied that I had observed 

him under the influence of liquor myself & I hoped it would not 

be repeated that if it was it v>lOuld become ,...equisi te to enforce 

the law. This was between the Doct. & myself, and not intended 

at the time to go any further -- for I was rather in Jest than 

in earnest. 

said 

Mr Thompson of the 5th took up the subject gratUitOusly & 

If the agent attempted to enforce the law against any 

officer of this Post for giveingaglass of liquor to an Indian 

that he should be lashed & that such officer would do so. 

Also if the agent adopted any such measure that He should be 

excluded from the garrison -- at least so far as he was concerned 

or his influence would go to prevent it. The foregoing is the 

substance of what Mr T ~aid in presence of the officers & 
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" i ci tizens of the ss as nearly as can be recollect 

The agent it is true from a remark so unprecedented and un-

expected -- particularly from an officer of the U S. Army --

responded warmly -- That he should discharge his duty when neces-

sary, and that as to lashes -- he should likeD to seecany officer 

dare presume to offer such an insult That he would strike down 

the sacriligeous hand that should dare to be raised for such a 

, purpose. More I no't\i seek for such an attempt by any officer of 

this command -- and by the God that made me I would sacrifice a 
or to 

/ man -- let anyone dare attempt such a course toAexclude me from 

the walls of this Fort for doing my duty -- ~thB ~es~~~ I defy 

all such threats &c. 1I 

Sunday July 15 ,~~,~. Maj M M Vi ne1ard arrives from the 

chippewas country with the, Sioux woman late prisoner to the "Hole 

in the Day" chief of Sandy Lake -- and she was forthwith returned 

to the arms of her Husband and family -- an interesti scene for 

a paint[i]ng. 

The S Boat Palmyra unexpectedly heaved from below at Pine 

/ Bend she arrived in the afternoon of this day by which 

arrival -- I learn through the Globe of the 12th of June of the 

v/ Ratification of the, SiogJ{, chippewa & i'linnebago treaties -- all 

r surfuJy like a new day -- countenances bright[B]nlng 'ltIi th smiles of 

pleasure and real delight. -

[~~~day 16th Letters official written to his Excell[en]cy 

Governer Dodge proposing to pay the chippewa Annuities at the 

Falls of the River st Croix -- stating reasons therefor --

I. Convl£ili-lience for, [those] concerned in the provision of the 

Treaty 
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2. Great saveing of transportation 

3. Easy to send a guard of 50 men to preserve order 

Informed the governor of the restoration of the Sioux Prisoner 

a woman of the Wah pee ton band to her family and friends --

brought out of the chippewa country by the Agent Mr Vinegard 

on application of this Agency -- in June last. 

Marc pee wee chas tah 2d chief of Lake Calhoun with 30 or 

40 of his people called at the agency on business. Present 

several head men of other Tmms. #The chief spoke for an hour 

nearly on the condition & prospects of his people -- of the 

encroachments and acts of the chippewa of late & of the loss of 

his relatives in consequence of remaining at peace &c &C. ~d 
finally closed wi th the starving condition of all the Medavrak-

anton,s & if the agent could not give them provisions -- the[yJ 

would be reduced to the necesity of killing their own cattle. 

I informed all present of the Ratification of their Treaty 

& that its provisions would soon be fulfilled. As to Provisions 

I had issued 4.000 rations all I had for any purpose -- & if 

they were disposed to kill their cattle -- it was their ovm 

business -- I was sorry they were reduced to such a necesity. 

[The paragraph below is written in the margin with red inkJ. 

Major Miles M. Vi:negard sent a note to me viz III have the 

Sioux Girl that was a Prisoner with the Chippewas and am ready 

to deliver her to you at any hour that you may appoint 

respectfully your friend & obdt sevt 

M M Vinegard 

Ind[iaJn Agent [IIJ 
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T off 

Peters Agency July ----"-- the 

mail carrier left this morning with the mail for Prair[iJe du 
t chien. I As yet we have had no return mail for nearly a month con-

sequently no news from washington official nor from any other 

QUB.rter -- failures in the mail. 

Heavy rains during the day & evening. Gardens destroyed 

by heavy rains.#:The Indian of Lac qui parle with his recently 

returned wife late a prisoner with the Chippewas called and re-

mained all night -- ready for a start on tomorrow for their home. 
~~---~~ 

I \'lednesday July _ / 
~ .. ~----~~-- ~-- -'-----~-'-------~--.------~.-~. The Pris'oner & family at the Office 

Present to her )1. pro 3 pt Blankets) 
) 
)6 yds calico 
) 
)1 yd scarlet cloth 
) 
)15 Ibs tobacco --

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

1.3 gall. Kettle 

3 Knives 

) 
) 
) 
) 

2 papers vermillion ) 

10 Jb Lead 
) 
) 

Issued 8 dgrs rations of Pork & Bread to 6 persons 48 

and they left for Lac qui parle. 

A letter to Mr Renville Sen. relative to the Prisoner, and 

the message to the Sioux by the "Hole in the Day" written fully 

for him to repeat to our people. 

The "Good Road" Tah chunk wash taa -- took it upon himself 

v to say that the agent had provide~ the Band in Penetions time a 
~ - . 

yoke of cattle Enhigh nssiah-- said a white yoke which I once 

pointed out to the chief ~ 1 This I stated to his people 'Irms a 

mistake -- there never was but two white yoke of cattle at this 

Post -- one belonging to Mr Lanpham, and the other to the Public 

I must have been misunderstood -- I could not give a\ifay other 

peoples cattle. 

H[eJ was then very insolent -- & said I had not done my duty 



,-

39. 

in di goods se for the Indi & kept some back to suit 
~~ 't1, 

my ovm purposes -- wi th other impudent allusions. My temper was 

high -- but I replied calmly that he had stated a in presence 

,/' of the head men & one well known to the com [mandin]g officer J and 

the disbursing officer -- who stood by & saw them given every 

article sent up under their treaty I remarked further that as 

he said I "would be made ashamed of my course -- He should re-

member that at Washington this was attempted but the shame fell 

on him and others. I always looked fearlessly in the faces of 

both the Red & the white man neither of whom could make me feel 

ashamed of any thing I had done for 19 years past in this country. 

lilt was a pity he was not more respected by his own people 

I could tell him if I as his agent was unpopular with one only 

of my people -- that He as a chief was unpopular with all of his 

even the head men of his band now present -- so he had better 

tbink feel & act right himself before he wished to attach blame 

to his agent -- whether of his ovm or from the evil tongues of 

women & others among the half Breeds & whites of his relations. 

y' The Black Dog -- Chief -- Spoke in censure of the remarks 

y of the C~odRoad -- saying my Father -- I am sorry that all the 

old chiefs are gone under ground but me. I stand now _alone 

, '- " Wabeshas -- Petit Corbeau. Penetion - Shacoopee & others among 

us & above are no more. When our old chiefs were alive we had 

but one word in all our councils -- then you had no trouble or 

complaints about nothing. There are now many young men and some 

are apt to say too much I am not so -- I have not troubled YOUl 

with, or about idle things -- therefore I hope you will do for me 

& my people the best you can as to our annuities, and we shall be 
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thankfu1L. 

I informed this chief that -- as far as it was in my power 

his wishes would be met hereafter as in times past. I was accused 

of holding things back -- how can I do this when I dont disburse 

one small piece of silver even -- officers of the army attend to 

this. 

19th July The Head men calIon the Agent --

v nasiah &c-- witnessed by S Campbell & L Taliaferro Shakopee 

Y chief & other head men of the Sixes village ask to make a similar 

arrangement .~ndians from the Little crow Band 12 lodges also 

in want I advise them to wait for the Big Thunder -- when 

c/ '\'lhatever vms requisite to purchase -- as his credi t was good 

would be gotten to relieve them. 

Friday 20 th Mr William Dickson & Mr Ange arrived from the 

~1issouri -- report all quiet. #; Gave P Hayden 25 dollars for two 

~/ specimens of Indian work -- a winter cap, & Bag -- for office of 
--~~~~" """'""~ 

Indian Affairs at Washington City. 

Shakopee -- his note to Stambaugh & Sibly for $40 

,; Koc Komoko. his note to same for 40 

being in great want of Provisions the people 80 

buy on the strength of receiv[iJng their Annuity. 

Ingratitude -- but few Indians entertain a strong sense of 
grati tua_e for any length of time for favours of any kind -- unless 
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se ours are conti from day to & on an increased 

scale. #IndiVidual instances of gratitude it is true may be found, 

" and have been known -- but of rare occurrence a partiality may 

exist in the breasts of a nation towards an individual who may 

have been long wi th them in an official capaci ty -- and constantly 

dispensing benefits of some kind. He may be listened to & 

respected to an extent beneficial to all parties -- but Indians 

like IDa"1V whi te m en may be cbanged as the mnd It is worse ~~th 

the Half Breeds of most Indian nations these if a benefit be 

once received -- begin to think they never can get anough -- and 

will generally do more harm than good in the affairs of the Govern-

ment & the Indians. 

The fur traders -- have until lS.te years held all Half Breeds 

v under their Thumb 1 & used them for any, and all purposes of gain 

in their business -- Tools to tht'ITart the Agents of governrrient 

being in the Pay of the company -- it was made their interest 

or told it was their interest to serve the company in preference 

to any other consideration of. honor or principlee>-- Held by 

agreements written -- to keep all secrets &c of their employers 

right, or wrong -- Hence so much difficulty in the proper ma.n!age-

ment of the general affairs of the tribes by the agents of the 

U States in all Quarters of the Indian country,~I have battled it 
out as it has been for years past 

Am Fur cpy/vs The Indian Dept. I have faced boldly every 

opposition, and calumny no matter from what Quarter. I have ad-

here~ closely to the best interests of the Indians -- and kept 

the government as far as practicable respectable in their estima-

tion. 
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Ol~ t!:e 9 .. vi 

on a visit to the Agency this day -- with all his principle men. 

Note $70. given by Big Thunder for 2 Bls Pork 2 Bls flour 

on the faith of his Annu~y for 1838. 

~ @35 to Mazah hoh tah for one cow, both to N Kittson 

105 S Campbell & L erro. 

Officers and citizens including late arrivals of foreigners 

from Red. River are locating on the Sioux purchase East of the 

MiSSissippi. 

I have been 19 years agent for Indian Affairs at this Post 
as 

/ andAyet I have not Stuck a Stake or marked an inch of ground on 

the late purchase 

intention to take a 8~all tract at the mouth of 

the 

absent on duty I-Ti th my Delegation at Washington -- The Officers 

,/ of the 5 th Regt Stationed. at Fort Snelling laid their hands upon 

,/' 

.... 
it also the Falls of S~ Anthony west -- by citizens & foreign-

ers. So old Residents have been thus defeated in a place -- aft 

passing the prime of their lives in'the Indian country. 

r the season, Lires would not be 

Pa]21n lost a,:ra1n his last C01'T 

given him by I Rocque for the 

T1"ce 1'7eather very cool indeed for 

unDleasant this morning.cJfAntoine 

-- by the Indians one that had been 

family. #: Law is ad-U CD of his The ~~ 

1 verse to prompt punishlllents for such acts of trespass by Indians 

& it 1s hard to find out the 8_ctual trc'-l1sgre s sor -- even when 

the evidence is strongly circumstantial -- we might 1f whiDDing 

were perm~t[tJed probably chastise the wrong individual. 

ctThat there ought to be some more e,fficient means of preventing 

such acts -- admits of no doubt but I do not feel 
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elf authorised under my of office -- ei too adopt or 

to prescribe the remedy. 

The mail arrived this evening -- but bring all old papers and 

but few letter[sJ -- no direct official news from Washington as 

to the affiirs of this country 
dk 
// ' One short letter of acknowledgment 

from the Supt of Indian Affairs. 

v now in Bedf ord Pa 

Keeyah 2d chief & his people -- Wahnaa kootas 

from the Head waters of Cannon River arrived on a visit to the 
c#~ 

v agency. A number of the Head men of the several. Medawa Ka.nton-

,/ villages at the agency also this day -- expecting & enquiring the 

news.9.tMarc pee weechas tah & Key ah chiefs of Lake Calhoun Buy 

v $60. worth of Provisions of Doct Wright 

~ An arrow found sticking in a Horse belonging to one of the 

'-Red River people -- supposed to have been done by one or two Boys 

.--- from Lake Calhoun band of Sioux. Those who loose cattle & Horses 

on or near what is called the U S Reserve -- and who in fact have 

no wright of occupasion of Residence are for sum[m]ary.proceed-

ings in such cases -- whether culprit is known, or not. many 

urge the agent to harsh'measures and gladly would he adopt any 

proper course' to preserve the property of citizens, and others 

near Fort Snelling -- but the law is his guide, and should be the 

gUide of all -- yet it "lOuld seem that many pers ons include ing 

those ~mo loose their property -- are trying to get pay for proper-

ty lost and to resort also to unprecedented acts of violence in 

,/ acldi ti on. this desire for revenge on the part ofe::::::::> half breeds 

and white men -- may be traced to the fact of the difficulty of 
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cases who commit these acts of depredation. 

The agent is bound by his oath to go on to scharge his 

duties according to law. He reports regularly all acts of 

violence of every description to the officer commanding and to 

the Suprt of Indian affairs for the information of the office of 

Indian Affairs at washington -- and stands ready to execute any 

instructions which may be ordered to be carried into effect 

relative to such depredations or acts of hostility. 

I vi§ited, & inspected the Treaty shop near 

this agency -- & gave orders on various pOints connected with the 

duties of the Smiths.~ found a Horse shot, & dead near "Cold 

Water" & in' the settlement there -- I got the arrow which had been 

shot into his bowels by some unknown Indian Called to Council 

at 2 Oclk PM., I found present --

I chief \Vah kon Tunk ah -- 9. mile village 

2 do Kock moC ko. Lake Calhoun. 

3 do Mah zah hoh tah. 3 1/2 mile village 
II"" 4 \var do Wasson we chas tiSh n~e-- 7. mile village 

5 chief- Marcpeeahnanah. 20 mile village 

6 War do Annogenascah-- 20 mile do 

The chiefs said -- we called to know when in your opinion our 

annuity may be expected to arrive also to say -- we are not 

satisfied about the acts of some few trifling fellows among us ,,.rho 

are killing the cattle & horses of whites as well as our own. we 
[the] 

are of~opinion it cannot be but a few who do these things & most 

;/ of them do not belong to our bands and are from a distance we 

call to see what can be done to stop our young men from continuing 
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My fr[i]ends I sent for you & you have antiCipated what in 

if part I was about to say to you. The de~edations on the property 

of the whites must be stoped by some means or neither them nor 

you will be able to keep property or be long on friendly terms. 

I nOvi tell you that if you want to stop these idle fellows from 

doing wanton misch[iJef find them out & bring them to me -- do so 

soon & all will be well 

Sixes village purchased 

Corn of Benj F Baker one Bag $6. 

one Barrel of Pork 25 

5 Barrels of Beans Stambaugh & Sibly 30 

61 

former day of S & S. 40 

* 101. 

" Wednesday M1 gQ Nothing of importance transpired 

during this day. I hear from others that a portion of the Sioux 

'Itr}aty relating to the gifts to S Campbell a half Breed -- have 
" elk. 

been rejected by the Senate. The Hon Lucius Lyon of the U S 

Senate in a letter of the 11th of June (the evening on which the 

treaty had been before the Senate) writes to H H Sibley of this 

Post Agt am. F Cpy --"all the facts of this case on what grounds 

~ the Senate refused to ratify the just ~demnity given by the 

Indians to Mr C---- may be best knovm to the letter writer. 

I never could exult in the misfortunes of anyone -- much 

lesa in the case before me. a man who has for near 18 years 

devoted his whole energies to the good of the service -- & became 
, 

poor ah as poor as Lazarus vnth 10 in family -- in sustaining 
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the credit of the government in the es ion of Sioux --

should be thus cut off from that which could not either e~ch the 

Indians or the government but leaves him poor indeed. The Senate 

overlooked in other Treaties some real frauds,c and deprived an 

honest man of an honest, and gratefull gratuity from his own 

nation. The Brutes about this Post have exulted at this piece 

of injustice -- which the Senate never could or would have 

sanctioned -- had they been better informed God only knows 

what the wiley influence of certain persons in the Am[erican] 

F[urJ C[omJp[an]y is to bring this Government to. 

occur sufficiently disgusting to induce all honest 

the Dublic service. 

Things dailYl 

men to leaV:J 

I visited the Sioux Mission at Lake 

/Harriet this day. a part of my business was to see a Cabin fin-

1./ 

i shed f or a wid,.oi'Jed' family of Si oux Indians ,on the Site of the 

Mission. Sergt Carpenter said he would get a pass signed for two 

soldiers to cut and assist the hired man at the Mission. I left 

for the Mission 7 1/2 miles from Fort Snelling -- but the men 
( 

did not come. we did as '\'\Tell as .1'ITe could 10li thout them. I at-

tended the Mission school -- and Heard the scholars recite their 

various lessons under their preceptress Miss Cordelia Eggleston. 

Returning to my house.-- I found an order at the Residence 

of Mr B. F. Baker put up by the Act[inJg adj[utantJ Lt MCPhail __ 

promulgated by Maj J Plympton, commanding Fort Snelling Forbid-

ing ali persons in or out of the public service from erecting any 

building on the reservation within the line drawn last winter 

& to cease cuting wood forming enclosures &c &c &c It would seem 

that the fact of my going out to the Lake for the purpose before 
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specified must have produced the order in ~ues on. 

I went out in discharge of a very plain duty & one that had 

before been attended to in other cases of a similar nature for the 

benefit of the Indians -- & for no benefit, or advantage of my own. 

The order ought to have been issued last year & before the Military 

Officers --, & citizens & forei~ners had violated the law for their 

own accommodation on a part of the Reserve & public Lands East of 

the Mississippi. 

Friday July 2 Heavy & dense black cloud[s] from 

west N west attended with rain. 

In converseing with some sensable head men of the Sioux of 

the contiguous villages -- it is reported of the Good Road III am 

for a change. I wish for Col Stambaugh as my agent our present 

Father must leave our country &c &c. II 

It 111}'ould seem that everosince the treaty of Ivashington -this 

man has been as he then vIBS urged to ask for Mr Stambaugh to re-

/' turn back to this agency (under the pretextC:=:::; that I "TaS 1 not to 

see the Delegation further back than st Louis) This Indian a 

recently installed chief of a small village 7 miles from Fort 

Snelling (late Fenetions --[)] has within the month (instigated 

by a hidden set of Foreign knaves & a very few half breeds) been 

extremely insulting in his remarks to the Agent -- in presence of 

many of the other Head men 

at his course of conduct. 

who are much rrD~ified, and disgusted 

I only remarked that as he was the only man in the whole 

country who had been i [nJduced to act & speak as he had done ,-- I 

would only say -- he had stated several falsehoods and all present 
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knowing some things as well as I did. If he had many a man to 

deal with -- He would have had his head broken long since. 

It is also reported that this chief the Good Road and the 

IIWhistling Wind ll & Enhigh Nasiah have signed a paper -- purporting 

to assign over all their money when received by their Band to Mr 

j/ II H. H. Sibley Agt of the Am F Cpy at this Post for disbursement. 

It is proposed to get other Bands to follow tliis unhappy example 

for their people. 

How to get rid of me at this Post seems now the main object 

of Tom -- Dick-& Harry so that those who may come after me C8.n 

~ the more e8sily be btibed or threatened into silence and acquised 

in the diabolical plans on foot to cheat & destroy the Indians & 

a certain unprotected class of half Breeds as well as to impose 

v on ignorance -- to get a Sett of fraudulent credit accounts 

/ Y 

allowed. 

Saturday July 28 1838 Heavy rains last night and this 

morning weather not settled at 12 M. 

Wah Kee on Tunk ah 3 B. ls flour of Stam[baughJ& SO[ibley] $40. 

Mah zah hoh t ah 1. Pork 2. flour 54. 

Capt N Boone of the Dragon~arrived this day from Fort -Leavenworth -- wi th 50 or 60 men -- B @ggag[eJ Wagons 3 -- &c &c 

Capt Canfield of the Top EngiD~erp- & Mr Williams 

Lieut Titgr@an -- Lt McCrater 

Capt Boones expedition was 45 days on the route 

Lieut Eustace 

on a survey 
~ -

Transfer all of Saturdays Journal to this day 

[The following line was written in margin of entry for July 28J. 

Capt Boone & party arrived 
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& date. The Provisions ed by I ans & arrival of 

Capt Boone ~nth his exploring party occurred unexpectedly this day. 

It is reported that (2) oxen were found shot east of the 

River Mississippi. P Quin says one of them belonged to some of 

the Red River Emigrants. 

The Big Thunder goot [8ic] 3 Bls flour -- 40. Bl[ac]k Dog. ~54. 

P. & F. 

Capt Boones of the 1st Dragoons with his 

/ ficers and men are now in camp at the Little Fe lIs -- for ten 

days, when the eA~edition will return to Fort Leavenworth 

and describeing the route for a military Road from this Post to 

the Missouri. 

,;" The Commissioners are -- Cl3.pts Boone & Ca.nfield, and Leut 

Titghman. It is thought a road may be made for ~12,000 -- so as 

to answer all military purposes. 

~20 .. worth of Provisions purchased of H H Sibley by 5 Indiarn 

(Tee chaa wuh kee ah. Mahza Tunk ah. Toh kah pee. 

~ (Tah chunk pee wah kandah pee. & Hdm~-taa kah sappan. 

Tuesday Ju Report officially the condition of 

this agency to the Officer Comm [an]d[in]g Maj Plympton. 

Report also to Gov Dodge Sup[e]r[intenden]t of Indian Affairs 

The condition of this agency for & during the month Past -- also 

the arrival of Capt Boone with a c[om]p[an]y of Dragoons from Fort 

Leavem"lOrth on the IHssouri. The capt & also Capt Canfield & Mr 

Titghrnan Commissioner for marking the military noad between For[t] 

L. and Fort Snelling on the st Peters & Miss. Give information 

also of the successful movements in the Sioux country of M Nicollet 

and his party -- Messrs. Fremont Flandon,~ and Guyer the 
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the botcmist ologist &c. 

A private letter to the commr of 
"" 

Indian Affairs embracing various matters & things, too lengthy 

for our official letter. 

Capt Hitchcock Prinl mil[itary] clis[trict] Agent at S Louis 

an official note to him relatl:~4') to the Treaty of Washington of 

Sept 1837. The views and expectations of the Indians under it 

and their present feelings and condition fully explained and 

developed. 

Dine at the com[man]d[inJg officers this day in cpy with the 

officers of the Dragoons. 
0.-

Thursday ~ NasiMmpaa J & his people arrive, & 
''>., 

report their visit to the Falls of the st Croix. He met a little 
VI:' 

- ,/ man he says wi th LQ~iskers to the chin -- who said to him & his 
~ 

'v pe'ople DO That their "Agent -- was good for nothing & a ~~l, &c" 

They felt much vexed & excited at such presumption, & made up 

'* ~ their minds to report it. I remarked to my people that it waS best 

never to listen to such idle Dogs -- it was not dignified to do so 

/ on my part -- & they might let all such ~lockheads pass unnoticed 
~~, p. Visited the Treaty Shop, & gave a.ll requisi tebnley, Nasi<umnaa, 
",~~,,,,,;;::~. --, 

v . & p8.rty $40 for' Pork & flour of S & S. 

$66. of same. 

Fort Lake Calhoun Sioux 

(j) ~-
~ II 

"Hole in the Day" ~1\begl:1ette -- the ihi te fisherl! Chippevlas 
(£ 0 

~ & two (b,tto1>ms & one woman arrived from1i'llan Lake The first named 
.'.". 

chief is the man vIho was at the head of the party of his people 

who killed 13 of the Lac qui parle Sioux on the 12th of April last 

I regr[e Jt their arrival at.this particular crisis in the feelings 

v/ of the Sioux,as difficulty is certainly to be appreh'~ded -- as 
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oux have vengeance if under s or e of the 

Fort. I sent word to the Chippewas 2 months nearly since not to 

venture down the River If they did the Sioux would attack them 

f and thus war~ft I could not be responsible. 

A[u]gust I visited Lake Harriet with some men 

<"' to put up a House for an Indian family -- and spent the day at 1rlOrk 

at the Mission. '[in the] eveni [nJg being 7 1/2 miles off from 

home I met Mr Samuel Pond who stated that a number of armed Sioux 

<"' from Mud Lake had gone to Mr. Bakers Trad.ing Hoose near the Fort --

" & int ended to kill the Chippe"lRs recently arrived. I feared this 

and put of[f] in my carriage as fast as possible, and reached Mr 

Bakers just as the first gun fired & the 4 or 5 all that trans-

pired as I lit from my seat -- when I found one Ottowa -- killed 

r and one 'tvoun<led. One Si oux Toh K8.h I S Son -- was shot by Obegut te 

v of Red Lake -- wilile in the act of ~ikeing the Body, or takeing 

the Scalp of his victim. The Sioux is expected to die of his 

,/ wound. The Chippewas ,,,ere removed<:::=> to the Fort a mile off --

the survivors & the dead. 

I sent one Sioux :to the guard House as a, hostage this eveniliilg 

at 9 Oclk P M On Tomorrow we shall see further into this business. 

~ I called 'on the comdg officer, and consulted ------_..1 
'under'all the various aspects of the unfortunate difficulty of last 

evening what "l<Te should do in relati on to the Si oux. we determined 

to send for the Heads of villages -- & demand of them the perpe-

trators of the deed -- & confine the offenders until further orders. 'I> 
I returned to the agency & found that the Indians from the 

v village mostly concerned were comeing in,without being sent for --

. as al so the princlDpal men from other villages. 
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I sent a message to the comdg officer by Holton saying 
./ II II we were ready for him -- and desired his presence in council 

Chiefs & Head men present. 

r I Marc pee we chas tah) 
) 

2 .. Koc moc ko -- ) chiefs Lake Cal houn 
) 

:3 . . . . Kee yah ) the village concerned 
) 

& 20 others ) 

I Tah chunk 'hrash taa ) 
) Penetions 7 mile village 

2 Enhigh nasiah 

v :3 niS. illegible]' 

) 
) 
) 

,; 1 Bah ze.h hoh tab ) 
) 

y 2 Chaas ka-kaa ~ 4 mile village. 

& 5 -- & others ) 

The agent. My fr~ends we have determined to send for you--

, but we are pleased to see you come forYlard-c::::::.::::>wi thout a message. 
,i!-J rr. I expect you to do whatever your brother the comndg officer 

may desire. I sent for you not so much on account of the attack 

Y on the Sioux -- as for the insult offer[ed] the Flag of their Great 

Father -- flying over this land. 

,./ Maj Plympton comdg said--- I am pleased my frillends that you 

are now in Your Fathers house without being sent for. I notice 

many old & familicW Faces -- , and grey head8C) that time has rend-

er[ed] furrow[ed] & grey like my own. I wish to know if you after 

so many years of peace -- wish to break with us -- if so I deSire 

to know it. It is my trade to fight & our soldiers are ready 

v I repeat that if you are disposed to have difficulty with'us say, 

. or by delivering up those who have done mischief show us that you 
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re pellc e -- va th r on s ject I 

hold a check upon my soldiers in the Fort & I expect you the 

chief to hold your own people in check & punish them as I do my 

soldiers when they behave amiss. 

Your Father here the Agent has done all he could to sustain 

you vilien in want -- and mllY have gone further in his desire to 

;/ befriend you than yot.{I5 great Father may justify. 

The Good Road My Brother the words which you use to day 

I did not hear from our great Father. This Talk I did not hear 

but I do not feel this day disposed to loose the friendship of 

the whites. I am young, & but follow the footsteps of myoId 

r chiefs. I vrrsh to keep their 'hands clean Some years ago a bad 

thing happened and I hoped it would not again take place -- but 
c#: I am mortified that it is so. Ii I came yesterday but you & my 

Father were absent. I wished to say that the chippewas had 

better be in the Fort the feelings of our people against the 

man "Hole in the Day" 
cjJ: 

induced me to vrrsh to see you. I did 

not expect to come here today on such business. I was looking 

dovm stream for our goods & a great chief with them that I 

<- then wished to speak to him & to you t My fillJend we vrrsh peace, 

and we must try, & assist each other -- and what we do will be 

known abroad. I pass over on'e word (war) which you have used in 

your remarks to us. 

The Major explained He was not for war -- but they had 

v evinced some disposition to be unf~endly & it was for this His 
. /1 

remarks were int~nded. The Maj[orJ further explained that if 

they would see the chippewa chief & settle the matter by Presents 
#;' 

X or otherwise -- He only would hold the guilty when Kocko Mo Ko said 



-------------~--~~---------------------. 

Father & f nd. I ar you & &'11 eased your 

has been done by a few foolish men was not done by our councils. 

hear 20 years vie are at peace I "lish to Keep it & our lands 

clear. I wish to be a civilised man. I wear a Hat. I did not 

,,- not[sic] go on to Washington to listen to councils and then re-

turn, and throw them aside. 

You have made a demand -- the people belong to the Lake 

Pepin Village. it may create difficulty but you have demanded 

them. I an sorry that the Hole in the Day came down here so soon 

after the murder of 13 of our people. I felt mortified, and 

vexed that he should have come here. 

Mah zah Hoh ta I have been listening to all that you said 

we did not hear -- anything said as to war. My conduct is well 

known -- I am for peace. When I heard of the conduct of a few 

bad men -- I felt mortified. 

When I was on the route to see our great Father I saw mdiiv 

chiefs. I saw a war chief who gave me a war club. he told me 

/ not to use it against women, & children -- now]against any white 

man but against my enem[i]es when attacked of the Hole in the 

X ,. Day -- He said -- He has no more Sense [1] than a dog to do as he 

has done, and then come dov-m here. he murdered our people in 

.,./ cold blood their relative.s were here & more lately my uncle 

was killed at Lake Pepin. It hurts our feelings all these things 

~n~ of our people is killed & one wounded, and you still make a 

demand for the others. I suppose I must comply with your request 

but what is to be done ~nth the Hole in the Day for his acts. 



Skush Kah nab I spoke to you in 8 House this ng 

about my relations. you gave me an answer. I am about to repeat 

what was sa 

Some years since one of my nephews waS shot with 3 others 

for Killing the chippe1.vas. I thought he was guilty -- & said 

nothing. I yesterda.y saill the man who butchered my nephews & 

" nieces & my heart beat Strong & as I could not look look [sic] 

upon him If I had been foolish I might have done wrong -- I 

went off. we have lost many of our relations -- you now ask us 

for tw'o others. cant you pass over this matter as some of our 

people fell in their attack on the chippewas. 

The grand Soldier I am rather an older man than any 

• present. 'when I address chiefs I like to speak my mind openly ~" 
<1/ boldly keeping nothing back. Many of these men went in to 

\'i'ashington they heard councils. I am for peace. You ask if 

we are for war or peace. what our people have said you see they 

are for peace. 

what you have asked the head men will speak together, and 

answer you -- whether they will accede or not. 

Maj[orJ P[lymptonJ It is unnecessary to talk much 

ha ve Ctemffi ded the accused and they mus t be brought. 

I 

The Agent Said Mr Campbell. II Tell the the [sic J chiefs 

& head men of Lake Calhoun to form a party & go off to Mud Lake 

& bring in the offenders forthwith and deliver them to me to 

be turned over to the comdg officer.,5fThis being Interpreted 

The Reply was -- I1They would" The council here broke up & 

in 30 minutes the pa.rty started and at 1/2 past 5 P M. returned 

,/to the Agenuy with Toh Kahs. tl.,rO sons 



ter the usual ceremonies of various speeches from the 

Chiefs, & head men -- passing through the ceremony of presenta-

tion -- (why by the unus [u ]al -- The surrendering 

her sons to the Agent) the mother asking for mercy for their 

youth and folly & beg[g]ing the interference of the agent --

that she might not be left poor, by the loss of her remaining 

sons -- of ~ three only were left & soon one who was shot must 

die -- & if these two now put in my hands were shot -- He all 

was gone. ICan anyone immagine my situation. I called on the Head 

men to follow me to the Fort I then started with the Prisoners 

(Singing their death Song --) & delivered them at the gate of 

the Fort to Maj Plympton -- commdg -- when they were received & 

conducted in to the guard House. 
t t' Indian Agency S Peters Sunday Aug[uJst 5 n 1838 It seems 

after all our ceremonies of yesterday -- some idle fellows attemp-

ted to raise the Body of the murder[e]d Chippewa -- which had 

for safety been buried in the Public grave yard -- of the' Post. 

we met the Indians in council we demanded the persons 't·,ho 

visited the grave yard last night after stating that the chiefs 

must present themJ __ if unable -- to give them up to the comg 

officer. 

v It i8 said the Indians of the Ii Good RoadS!! Village have whiskey. 

I have sent to asscertain the facts of the case The mail arrived 

this even[i]ng. 

I ga.ve Sh8.ko pee Chief lOt Blanket to cover his 

body, He spoke to me, & left for his Village. 
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I learn that the Indians have been e ed from 
; jh5 

y -time -- by the follovrlng taunts from variou8-:ATule 

half breeds -- lIyou are Dogs -- you are cowards -- the Chippewas 

are better & braver men. You dare not attack them. See they 

come on your lands and you dare not touch them. from these ill 
ik 

v judged remarks -- may [b3] attributed the present hostility, & 

feelings of the Indians~ 

They Say "we are not men we are dogs, and we are treated 

as such. therefore we care not what we do -- let us die -- we 
r~ 

can{,not how -- "I will kill s. white man at once -- & then fight 
~~ 

it out and die like a brave man -- &c0~ 
-----

All this ill blood seems to have been brought about by Half 

breeds on both sides & by Canadians intermarried with Sioux & 
,? chippelva women at this Post. 

)'.,.::.--""--~'-. 

These men he8~(LsicJ)resDectable 
.'-----='<- '. ..... 

,/ officers & ci tizens of this Post --
in freqwent discussions on 

-~ 

the idle subject of cOvJardise, & bravery of the respective 

/tribes ~- and they must needsadd consequence to their remarks, & 

repeat them to the poor ignorant Indian who is incapable of 
p 

proper reasoning on the import or beaxing of such idle goss}t as 
U ,/ well as i~ judged. therefore the cause of the late difficulty --

" 

the rencontre between the Sioux & chippewas. 

I sent a special message to the young men of Lake Calhoun 

on the subject above noted by Koc Moc Ko chief. 

evening across the River at the Fort. They know the country 

./ well & can soon get home One half breed (wounded) remains in 
~ <j: 

Hospital-- until he recovers of his wound in the Knee. Koc Mo Ko 

I gave his due bill to ~i;~~~~;y for $40. for Provisions for his 
"'"-v 

~; 



~~------~-------------

pe e. 

I have come to the determination to Start off all the Half 

connections -- both OUX & c ewas of a certain de-

ion -- from the U S Reservation near this Agency & Fort 

by the comdg officer. It is the only means of pre-

servi lity --
<L 
h" 

Wah Koota, & Ma_rc pee ah Mah ~ah 

chiefs of "Red Wingll Lake Pepin Village of Sioux arrive. 

Various Head men & a number of other Sioux collecting this 

morning at the agency. 

At 1/2 past 11. oclk A~M. they called & asked for the comg. 
(J,,{i /\~{~ 

officer Marc pee ah M6~-y~)sPoke .and said -- I shake hands 
'--------

wi th you they are not clean from a recent event near me. I 

arrived late last night -- too late to see you then I called 

today. We carne up to see you relative to some of my people who 

you have in confinement in the 

.,,/ and if you are willing you may 

of them 
wish ~e 

Fort They are a part of my body 
~~~ (fu- J ': ] /me & place me along side 
--------~ 

"~ 

My F. I would to let you know that our people have done 

wrong -- they did not know the consequence of their act -- they 

are young & foolish -- 1Ale who are old, & considerate men know 

better we should not have done 80. our Father here has done 

good for us -- his councils were repeated at Washington & I 

..,../ hope you viill not keep my frilends confined until youf.J chiefs 
--......... t..- .... 

come up I should be sorry to have them see these foolish 

~/ young men. I hope you will take pi tty upon me -f -Def ore the sun 
1ft ric\) 

y' gOE?s down let me have my friends be returned 
---~-------,/ 

..j t\sented)Black to Day we we [sic] are friends. 
'"-. -........--~~--,{~~.--'. 

You may have heard 
'. 



\<ie were attacked & a man Ofc~=5 
jJ. 

I our viII we 

/could not stand th~s -- & we pursued and killed a few of them 

for this reason we are painted 

The comm[andin]g officer Stated in reply that He was as it 

was well known friendly to all nations had on many occasions 

evinced his friendship SUbSWCallY tr.cis "ms also well 

knovm to his old fr[i ]ends Your people have after all my kind-

,.- ness -- gone on to kill our cattle -- f:orses & hogs to a large 

amount also insulted my men by cocking their guns & firing 

arrows at them ,-- by pulling down my fences & grave yard -- and 

lastly commit[t]ing murder on this sacred ground by killing the 

chippewas under the guns of the Fort. The insult to the Flag 

of your great Father must be be [~.1. . .2.J punished. If you can to my 

satisfaction punish your people I ~rrll release them but the[y] 

• ----- !!!2::!§,,:t ~ punished or vJe can have no securi ty in future. 

Wednesday 8th of August 1838 Agency House S Peters Ags 8 . 

. Sir. 

It is the wish of myself and the com [mandin]g Officer that 

you would attend at this office -- on the meeting of the Indians 

at lO.Oclk -- as there is a reDort in Circulation tOUChing coun-

cils Sa.id to have been given the Sioux bearing on their recent 
5 

y' attaa>k upon the chippe'V>las at this Po~t 
/ 

Mr William Dickson) 
) 

near S Peters -- ) 

I 

Very respectfully 

yr. obt sevt 

Taliaferro 

Ind Cia In Agent 

& & & & 
./ Some of the Ch~S stateing the improper influence on the minds "< 
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ir e p ortu e f' c en 

the Sioux & ChippeWas on the 3d inst I "Irote the foregoing note 

to Di on -- & it may be he is to arne may be 

brouglit in. The council to be held this day will develop all 

I received a note today from the com[mandinJg officer which 

gave me some vex8 .. tion -- as it refer[r]ed to the course of council 
1 ,-' -

~. given the Sioux with refference to the chipp~we~ Tho not worthy 

of notice -- I replied officially since when I am informed that 

there was some misconcept[io]n as to the exact words of Mr Bro\m 

,..,r Doct l/lrft~who gave th~ information to Maj Plympton. I \.nll not 

be made to do & say things -- which I never thought of and which 

the whole 'country for 19 years know to be ,<{holly false & wi th s, 

shadow of foundation in truth. 
VY,"1J.;...,.-,; ~--......., 

I feel myself too strongly fortified under a consci7ouaouf:f;tsic 1 
'-~"'--~ -",-- .. 

rectitude of action &'purpose -- to listen to orde~\effected by 
..... 

the idle gab of a sett of ignorant Asses~ 

The council opened at 2 Oclk P M. All the head men present. 

I informed the council that the com[mandin]g officer present was 

ready to hear what deCision the ,chiefs had come to on the proposi-

tion of yesterday ( to punish the guilty persons now in confinement 

for Insulting our f,lag & killing a Chippewa on the 3d inst). 

, Marcpeeah msh za spoke & said he hoped the chief of the soldiers 

would have charety on him & the young men in the guard house 
J/-' 

y"'" fined for their bad conduct. %~hey Here foolish young men & 

con-
g,J.Ar 

kn''08'l 
-"-"".?"~",,,", 

not the consequences of such an act. 
''''''"-,. 

His people "ltJere f1~J,()~ndlY 
had always been so -- and vnshed so to remain forever -- & hoped 

his friend would turn out his people and let hi~ see them once more 

.safe in his presence and he would be glad &c &c 

The com[manJd[inJ~ officer said -- I called to learn "mat 
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decision the chiefs had come to on my proposi tion of yesterday 

there is no use for long speeches -- come at oncetto the point 

and say -- will you punish these men If I bring them out of the 

Fort to this Agency. I want a straight forward answer. 

Big Thunder chief -- rose & made a few remarks -- expressing 

friendly feelings and sentiments 

Wah coota also of Lake Pepin Said I have listened 

attentively to all that has been s8_id. I am of opinion that you 

are right and that some punishment is proper for the young fool-

ish men who have behaved wrong -- and given all this useless 

trouble. I am well known to my agent. He knows my conduct I 

have said 

The Good Ro~d -- My fr[i]end. You say if you had sent out 

200 of your troops when this thing book place they might have done 

us great damage. -What do you suppose that He should have been 

about at that time? -

Mej P. [lympton] said -- stop stop -- Tell the Good Road I 

am not boasting nor have I boasted -- therefore I shall not hear 

him do so. I have said that I forebore to order out the command 

altho the acts of his people justified it -- least innocent people 

might heve suffer[e Jd. All the o:niefs & head men responded warmly 

to this sentiment "-- and felt much 8shamed of the uncalled for 

insinuation of the "good Roe.d" 

The Maj [or] asked Marcpeeah Mab ze_h chief of Lake Pepin if 

he thought he was strong enough to punish his people & if he 

would do so. he wished for categorical reply. Ans. I BE> -- & 

if you will bring them out I ~nll carry you[r] views into effect 

fully & satisfy you I can do as I say_ 



~~~ ~-~~--~~--~~~~~~~~~~-~-------------------
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ficer eut t ft for 

& in a short time returned th the soners. 

-- we ~~ll not disgrace e of my Father-

let them be taken outside that lot. This being done -- He called 

his principle Soldiers -- who went to work to disgrace the Prison-

ers -- women comm[eJnced 

1. cut up in small pieces their Blankets 

2 their Legings -- & then as [?] the Britch Cloths 

3 Hair Cut which is next to whipping. 

4. Chastised with stripes -- with long sticks. 

I never saw the before -- in fact it was new & wovel 

& interesting (feelingly so) to all present. This unfortunate 

aff runic ans -- relations & all 

satisfied it was no worse -- and soon all dispersed, and all was 

again tranquil. One ,Chippewa -- killed X One Sious killed -- even. 
r M Dickson who hadbeen sent for appeared -- but strong friends 

among the Sioux prevented exposure if really any fault could have 

been attached ~mich seem[e]d doubtfull -- of bad influence no one 

dou 

Nothing of importance trans-

pired during this day. The Lake Pepin Chiefs left for their homes 

with their braves and young men 

A detailed 8CCOU~ of the recent attack of the Sioux on the 

Chippewas & the causes thereof with all proceedings in the 

case ~~ll be embodied & submitted to the consideration of the 

Dept by the first opportunity -- and as some indiVidual of the 

Post may through the public print make a long story of a short 

one -- I will send a paragraph for insertion in QD~ of the S -
Louis ers. 
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P"'pers au enticated for Order Accounts vii th Indians & so 

for depredations -- by Benj F Baker -- liberal just & fair accts 

sVlorn to by him 

Friday License for one year granted to Benj F 

Bflker to trade v.r1 th the Indians of the upper Meda1vokanton Sioux 

at entry & S Peters. 

The Revd Mr Bronson of the Methodist Mission Located at 

IILittle Crows ll Village called on business relative to his mis-

sion and the difficulties experien[ce]d from the Indians there 

recently -- at the time of & since the affair of taking hostages 

from the Sioux for fireing on the Chippewas. I remarked to him 

as this matter had been adjusted he & his people might rest 

easy as there V'Tould now be no danger to be appreh[e Jnded 

Schools for Indi[a]n children he said the chief remark-

ed that the .§.K~ . .nt had said nothing to him on the subject of 

sending the children & c. The fact is the chiefs Postponed 

sending to the school until He had received his annuities --

then he would consider of it. this decision Mr B. hea[r]d in 

council -- & had nothing to do. 

The Indians of Little Crows Village had vlhiskey just at 

the time d of our difficulty here on the 3 4 5 & 6 -- which caused 

some of the y men to act improperly to the mission family. 

Saturday Au~ust 11th I am requested to meet at 

the Horne of Mr B F Baker -- certain citizens on business 

relateing to the recent difficulties here between the Sioux & 

ChippeV'J8s Delegate to Congress (Haveing been myself nominated 

for this office -- and shall decline the honor) and other matters 

on Indian depredations &c &c &c. 
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I ted, and in ect the amt for 

the week past, tools furniture fixtures &c &c. 
:- - r -Conversati on thi s evening "l1 th the com Lman Jd Lin Jg of ficer 

on the report of the Rev. Brunson of Little Crows Village --

Mission. He snoke of the propriety of withholding one half of 

the NeCia"mkanton Sioux annuity all this years payment. I 

replied that if it were the 1 st June the proposition might be 

entertained but as it would be before they could be 

Daid -- the 7. Bands v.TOu1a require the 'Vlho1 e of the :;;;10.000 to 

be furnished in goods -- to supply real ~~nts through the "linter 

I further stated -- as matters stand with the Indians there is 

no probabi1i ty of hostile action. The "\fnnter is fast approach-

ing & before their treaty stipulations can be fully carried into 
»t 

effect the cold season will have commenced. It would have the 

vlOrst possible effect to ston or even to'delay our compacts 'hri th 

them. any action of the kind would make good the assertions of 

some of their traders & other like persons to the Indians 

that they vIould see, that they 'oIOu1d yet be chef'lted &c &c by 

the government. 

I entertain no fears of a war. the Indians are not pre-

pared for such a position & have every reason to desire peace 

& friendship with the United States. The withdrawal of the 

trade -- wi th trading thei r annui ti es. The Ohippewas on one 

side -- the SiOLU]S & }oxes on the other -- &. the >\'Illites in the 

center -- all concur to convince them as well as us of the utter 

fallacy of a Nar with the lower Sioux. -----------------------
st Peters Agency Sunday A[u]g[u]st 12 1838 . Nothing 
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ance transnired duri this dey but few Indians seen. 

Some young men passed 8.S ,,'E'8 reported wi th a Chippe 1.va Scalp to 

e Calhoun (taken at Lake Pepin) for the purpose of a Scal p 

Dance -- according to their custom. 

ChiDDeW8.8 from the StCroix seen near Little Crows Village --

grand 

Accts of citizens for Depredations exam-

ined &c &c Joseph D s",Tears to his. 

William Dickson leaves for the Missouri -- on the Vermilion 

River ,,,,here his family are located 

Conversation a long one I-'li th Mahzah hob tan & his old Father 

'wah rna dee Tunkah. The old man called over at my room for me at 

8 oclk P M His son sent him as it had been supposed he was 

unfriJendly to me. He explained ~ apologised for any bad course 

it ,,;ras supposed he hadt8ken. Declared his personal attacrJ.ment 

& that I might rely on his Sincerity in all time to come. The 

"Good Road" He said spoke the words of ill disposed people 

they 1-Jere not his mID. He often heard the traders & others 

talking & when he rose to speak He let fall the first thing v'Thieh 

entered his head 1:;Thich was oftener '\AJrong than right. 
L. 

It is reoorted that H. S. Dousman drew up a paper & had it 

si gned last l.>J'inter by the good Road & Chap kys ka & others vlish-

ing the Treaty revoked & to hHve me tr_eir agent removed and 

another one Sent in my place -- sent to the war DeDt. 

Tuesclay 1 Our mail left this day for Pra[i]rie 

du chien. Official report to Gov Dodge -- on the recent attack 

of the Sioux on the ChippevlRs. 



,-
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tter to the Han John Taliaferro & 

also a note to the Editors Com Bulletin st Louis -- E & I. Walch 

relative to monies received for Fortley of S. C Stambaugh -- & 

of funds due his firm. 

Two young men of Lake Pepin c~ll to say (we are going Home 

has our Father any message to send our Chief? I sent a note to 

Mr Denton the Missionary. Several other Indians at the agency 

this morning 

The Chippewas seen at the "Grand Monie" on Sunday were a 

war party of some 10, or 15 -- & were near killing one of the 

men from the village -- in sight 

The Indians of Lake Calhoun 

& 9 miles below this Pose 

haveing killed 4 head of 

cattle for the Mission large & small -- I have turned over for 

(''lark) 
(oxen) 

the present The Young Yoke exchanCgJed for with Maj 

Plympton to Revd I. D. Stevens -'- to break and use in 

place of his killed an order given to the mile party to 

deliver them. 

Colonel G Croghan Inspr. Genl. of the army reached this 

Post at 9. oclk P M. on a tour of Inspection of the frontier 

Posts -- this among others. 

Revd.aMr. Denton -- Missionary from Lake Pepin came up by 

lanct with the Col from: that pl~~ 

~dnesday 15th . AugCuJst 1838. 

[sic] for the season. C) ] 

(Weather cloudy & coold 

It is reported that the Cherrokees of the South are sending 

1"lT8muum -- throCughJ all the disaffected tribes. one object is 

to have a general meeting & council at their Council House west. 
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t Bubje 8 are to be d cuss is not A 

Chief had arrived at Fort Leavenworth on the Missouri -- with 

the ,,,ampum and message (He said the meeting of the tribes by 

delegates in council was requested 

of the general object -- so and so 

but ne was not assured 

The Army Bill has passed -- and a Sill all increase of 

Reg[imen]t of Infantry added -- with an increase of the 

& file of the other Regiments generally -- except Dragoons, 

& Engineers. 

~Services of 26 years in the north --, & 19 years of 

this period at this station -- I earnestly besought the Dept 

to bestow upon me one of two staff appointments open to appli-

cation that of Pay Master, or Commissariat -- not only this 

reward for long, & faithful service in the north -- but on the 

score also of excepsive ill health contracted in high Latitude 

a change to the south being indispensib1e. The appointments 

it appears have been made and I have passed unnoticed. I must 

now neccessarily (tho i.'!ithout a cent ahead) resi@ 

& N 

of 

like return to 

lls of nnsylvania 

the Grass --

in my "leak 

condition be compelled to curse my liberal hand to the poor, 

& the .Q.£.I2han & to the destitute red man. May God forbid 

such a sentiment to arise from any cause v.Jhatever. 

U. S. Ind[ia]n Agency st Peters 

Wah koota -- Chief -- of Lake Pepin Band of Sioux called at 

the Agency, and consulted on the ama[l]gamation of the Lower 

or "Wabishas" band v.Jith his -- for purposes of agriculture __ 

------------------------- ----~----------~--- ~~----~------
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in ruction -- mutual convenience &c &c. ShOD under Treaty of 

Sept 29th 1837. decision on its location soon by consultation 

of the tllTO Ban ds . 

Major Denton, & Govin their friends & Missionaries to unite 

their labors for the benefit of both -- unddr Treaty Stipula-

tions. Colonel Croghan lef~ on his further tour of inspection 

this evening. Mr Denton & the chief I"ent 1'ITi th him as far as 

Lake Pepin in his Eoat. 

Letter official to Joseph Rolette Ag [en Jt Am [erican Fur 

C[omJp[an]y informing him of the instructions of the Suprt [.?J 

Gov Dodge relation to debts due from Med Sioux to traders & 

the course to be adopted to ensure a portion of the ~90.000. 

set apart for the payment of their just debts. 

Maj T. Boyd. Sub agt at Pra[iJrie du chien for O. crater 

a letter to him -- appriseing genl Street that there Vlas 8. 

Smiths Bellast [?J left in the public store which he sold to 

(Bellast) O. Crater for $35. the same awaited his or his - --

Agents order for its delivery. From the name of G H Kennerly 

on the Bellast & other circumstances it is no doubt a public 

Bellast -- once used at the Agency Shop at Pra[iJrie du chien 

& sold as private prop~rty.) 

Scaleing the cannon this day broutht many Indians out -

some cerne 20 miles on the st Peters. 

Mr Livingston, & Mr Steele & others in a Barge canoe ar-

rived from the Falls of st Croix to this Post. 
J, (-

Mry. B _I It 
{.J.. • Barribau 1 August completed as 
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far as practicable the list of half, & blood oux of the 

Medawakanton Band -- at my request & handed it in this day. 

Junount as far as he knoYls 143 souls -- "!ho claim a portion of 

the ~llO.OOO- alLl]owed them under the Treaty of Washington of 

Sept 29th 1837. 

IiBig Thunder ll chief of Lit[t]le crows village called & had 

a talk on the subject of Chippewas lurking near his village of 

t01'\!, and what their vi e1..;TS could be at it se ems -- nOi'J tivice of 

late these people have shmm a disposi tion to kill some of his 

people only 9 mile[s] from the Post & 1. & a half from his 

village. It is understood that all the chiefs & head men par-

ticularly All those who signed the treaty of Wastdngton as far 

as practicable -- on Tuesday or Wednesday next -- To enter into 

some resolution -- as to the Half & Qr Blood claimants -- the 

payment of Debts -- & finally as to their o"m immediate treaty 

stipulations. 

I I-JaS so notifi ed this day by several chiefs and requested 

to be present & prepared for their reception. Marcpuah nas cah-

spoke to day & said -- I have a few 'VlOrds to say to you my 

Father. 

lilt has been spoken that our Traders are to get -the ~90.000 

i<Thich we set apart for our debts last year at Washington. our 

Ears i'Jere so about them by some who v.rent 'tTi th us - that 

nei ther you nor l>le could do all that our people expected of us. 

We failed to do you justice for one -- but it is not too 

late. we not only owe you a debt of gratitude for your good care 

------------------------'---------------------~- --- ---
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of our nation -- but for many benefits by money paid for our 

",mnts n our Great Father had nothing to give r~s children 

you your ovm money I kno"J well for one -- for I r~ve seen 

& felt your bounty_ Now as our just debts are to be paid -- we 

know of none more entitled to payment than yours -- t1.;TO thousand 

vwulo_ not pay you -- yet make ou t your papers, and for one I 

say you shall be paid. 

I here thanked the chief for his good intentions vlhen 

several head men nresent -- said -- lilt is just it is right, 

and you must not hold back what you ought to have 

A Bark Canoe with several citizens left for st Louis 

Mr Steele -- Livingston &c &c. they return. soon again to their 

location at the Falls of st Croix 

!:1r Seymour of the PucagaJna Mission arrived from his Post 

on Snake River. The chippe\"las have killed nearly all the cattle 

at his station of late. The great delay in the Ratification of 

the Sioux Chippev-Ta & other treaties by the Senate has been pro-

ductive of much eXCitement with the tribes. They have been 

extremely restless, and wavering in their sentiments & deport-

ment The check given the Sioux on the 8 th inst has put a stop 

to cattle killing & other "ranton acts of folly, and imprudence. 

St P A eters genc Y 18th Aug The mail 

arrived unexpectedly from Lake Pepin by'the regular carrier. 3 

official letters from Gov Dodge Suprt of Indian Affairs for 

Wisconsin. 3 letters from Mre Taliaferro now in Bedford Pa. 

1 from Dan Campbell -- a/c of Debts & List of his family claim-
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ants er y of Sept 1837. 1. from Mr rg -- corres-

pondence between him &. Colonel Kearney 1st Dragoons at Washington. 

I a~ referred to a circular directed to this office on the 

12th of July which I he.ve not as yet received. The Gov calls 

for reports -- of various kinds which it is my duty to prepare 

& forward on the 1 st Sept. There are 5 Missionary establishments 

1-Ji thin this agency -- some so remote that I cannot get reports 

from in time f or the of fi ce . s 

not on the list. The Iowa paper anLn]ounce me for 

C) contress. 

3 Soldiers desert from Fort Snelling last 

night. called upon by the comdg officer to assist in their ap-

prehension -- engag[e]d Mr Bourke and another man to go after 

them. Mr Bird accompanied Mr Bourke. 

Capt Bmi ths remark II where is the sheriff he is the 

pro[perJ person send himll This is the first time in all my 

service that it was the duty of ErUY sheriff to go in pursuit of 

Soldiers -- deserters from the army. (Strange things are said 

sometimes) 

I hear nothing of M Nicollet & his' exploreing ·party. Mr 

Fremont one of his corpse has recently been apPointed a 2d Lieut 

of Topographical Engineers. I expected tIns party back to this 

post on the 16 th inst they may be here in a day or t,-TO -- if 

not I shall send an express to Lac qui parle in quest of them. 

Mcleod a half breed was sent to Mr Renville some days since 

it is time he had returned ,.,re may get nei-TS by him. 
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Mr VineYB.rd Agent for the Chippe',Jas called at this agency 

Agency House st Peters Nothing 

of material importance transpire Small 

Pox -- t~~es off an Indian occasionally. The crli ef of the Vlah 

pee ton Sioux of The 1i ttle Rapids sent his two sons d01m 35 

miles to inform me of his haveing the Small Pox badly -- & asked 

medical aid & some food of me. I sent him several doses of 

medicine -- bough[tJ. Several pounds of Rice -- some flour 

& fresh Beef. Old M is a dese [r 
~~====~~~~--~~~-=~~~-~~.~;=~ 

and I go to 

expense for his relief v;rith pleasure ,I have had to pay for 

Rice sugax fresh meat & other articles for sick & dying In-

dians this summer out of my ovm private pu:r::.se 36.45 -- this 

comes not only one season but a greater or less expense for such 

special objects for near 20 years. Thousands have I given to 

suffering old -- young & sick poor Indians & others. I ~Qsh 

almost at times that I had kept my means to this date. I should 

have been ~ in the world for a rai!lY daY. 
~_ ._=...::.!.L--

IT'uesd,ay 21. August 
.;,./ 

Mr .;. B. Farri bru 1 t of the Post 

called at the Agency to day & appeared much excited 0- on the 

subject of his claims on Indians and other matters. 

He saw me transcribeing the names -- ages -- Blood, & resi-

dence of all claimants. He said it seemed that I was determined 

to but out his grB.nd children from the benefits of the Treaty --

that blood (the amt of) ought not to be taken into conSideration 

the children were part Sioux & that was enough. every body 

seemed to be against him -- vbi te people told him so &c &c &c. 

I replied, Mr F. I am engaged gratui tously in trans'(I?,'v'4 all 
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the cl mants -- classing them in families ood &c for the 

information of the commissioner expected to be appointed. I am 

not aecidi on these myself. I have no power. I pay no at-

tention to insinuations from any quarter I shall do my duty 

I care not if everything in the nation should should [sic] parti-

cinate [':J it is nothing to me The treaty is ~uide enough --

& neither you nor I can change it 

Tah sali ga called at the office he is chief of the Wah 

paa koota Sioux & arrived from the plains yesterday. He called 

he said to ask for news from below. He had gone out to his 

summer home ""i th Wah rna de Sappah. they seperated. since vvhen 

some of his follm'lers have died of' t:ne small Pox -- a vJar party 

haveing passed the Des moine -- He fears this chief & his people 

left of the small Pox have fallen a prey to their enemies as 

it has been long since He & the residue of his people got to his 

village 

Present Tobacco Lead PovJder Kni v [e]s 

25 Ibs 10 -- 5 -- 6 

Some few other articl[e]s left in store calico thread &c 

Shakopee Chief 

Annogenanah"2d 
) 
) 
) arrived from the 20 mile village -- to meet 

on tomOrrQ1.·l the chiefs & head men at this office on their own 

affairs a consulta[tion] having been determined upon -- previous 

to the arri va~ of the com r & the payment of the Annuity. 

All the chiefs & head men of 5 villages 

represented -- 2 absent (7 Villages interested) called at the agency 
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on business relative to their Treaty stl atlons ter much 

& tal themselves & full to the 

hours DaDer was sl~ne as their 4 _ L clsion 

",Jishes (influenced by out door 1-lhites &h~f Breeds) & to be 

presented to the commissioner when he may sit on the Claims. 

1 

Art 1. All goods & money is to be brought to the Agency at st 

Peters, and all Treaty stipulations fulfilled by the government 

with them at no other place. 

2 

Art 2. All surplus over ~90.000 set apart to pay just debts to 

the traders, or others to be returned to the Indians. As many 

old claims will be brought they desire that most strict scrutiny 

into these by the comm r that justice may be done the parties 

particularly the Indians. 

3 

Art 3 8 The 100.000 to be divided among the connections of the 

Medanokanton Sioux only -- those identified and liveing with them 

except those in lodges. 

. 
Art 4. They request that Alexander Fa.rribault & Angus MAnderson 

receive the "$10.000. set apart for their connections -- in full 

of aw for the Ci Jr claim on the original sum as funds able to assist 

them. 

5, 

Art 5 That in any future arrangement of this reserve (U S Post' 

they earnestly protest against the removal of Mrs FarriQault from 

her present residence near Fort Snelling. 
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6 It is decided t Scott C 11 t ir 1 and tri 

friend shall have the sum of ~450 per ann[umJ for Twenty years 

8S stated in our treaty, and that sum shall not be deranged or 

taken from him as it is - their Oi.rn money -- '!tii th "\tinich the uni ted 

States had nothing to do and we secured him in 

Vlah ka Tunk a.11. hisXmark ) Tah cheenk vlash tan his x mark 
) 

Eah zan Hoh tRh his X mark ) Hasson we chas tish nee his x mark 
) 

Koc moe ko r.ti s x mark ) \'/ates chee dah ]:1...1 s x mark 
) 

Marcpo ko ah munno his x mark ) The Red Road his x mark 
) 

Shako pee or his son his x mark) Marc pee wee chas tah his x mark 
) 

Hoc yah pah ) Anna gen ascah his x mark 

Viitnesses. The foregoing 1'!TaS wi thdrawn & a paper for 

S Campbell 20 persons substituted F'inally the com [mission] 

A:..~ Anderson rs paid little or no attenti~m to the suggestions 

Alex F'aribaul t of the Indians and a decision made upon con-

suI tation 'ltTi th the most disinterested -- interested 

persons to be found. 

Chief 2d Agent 6D -- of the Wah 

Little rapids died at his vill[aJge yesterday 

Joseph Renville Sen r arrived from LeW qui parle late this 

evening. 30 of his peo;le ~came wLth him and it is reported some 

50 or 60 others are behino_. y,Jhat reason he has for bringing dONn 

so mc"my people at this time I know not. It seems he cannot move 

out wi thout a strong body guard & give trouble to the public au-

thoriti[e]s at this Post. The agent sent no message for these 

people. It is thought they are brought to embarrass our treaty 
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arrEmgements th the Medawakonton Sioux -- than a.ny 

thing else 

st Peters Agency Thursday 23d Aug[uJst 1838. 

Marc pee ah Snee ) 
) 

The Round Wind )Chiefs & head men of the \'lah pee ton Sioux of 
) 

Enug Munne ) Lac qui parle -- c8~led on a visi t of 

There were most of the chiefs & Head man of all the contiguous 

Villages present. 

Rev. Tho S. Williamson of Lac qui Parle Mission. Received 

a Report of His school & mission dated 14th August also letter 

from Indians -- to be forwarded. 

Letter official to Gov Dodge Supt of Indian Affairs. one 

to Genl. G W Jones mem[ber] of congress for Wisconsin Territory. 

Little crow Band -- one ox bought of Laclon ~40 

Penetions Band one of -- 0 Crater 40 

Lake Calhoun Two of Freem[a]n Demarcus 80 

Black Dog several one of Anton Papin 40 

A letter from Mrs Petagie M Farribault ask-

ing my interference as to her building west of the Miss[issippi] 

near Fort Snelling. 

An[swe]r. That I had no control ove~ the subject of build-

ing -- that belonged to the com[man]d[inJg officer But being 

a Sioux half breed -- she might be vievied differently from the 

trade, and in any future arrangement of the Reservation He[rJ 

case as to Residence would be favorably considered -- further I 

could not say. The Chief Shako pee & Hoc yah pah brought the 

letter of Mrs F[arribaul tJ & returned "(.oTi th the answer The chief 
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said -- Farribault comes over here & talks too much so we 

say & so his \-life says -- we hope this may not prejudice her 

claims. 

Tahsan ja chi ef of the '11ah paa kee ta 8i oux called to say --

My Father -- I "nsh to know hm-v the Medav:skantons vJill act vli th 

us -- we divided our annuity with them under our Treaty. 

ansLwe]r They ~~ll give of the 900 to you again next 

spring you 1"rill have your shop & agricultural implements &c 

a~l to yourselves & the tepee two [siC] for the next 3 years 

of your treaty. If your friends go "rrong tOvJ-ards you why in 

your next treaty you can put your foot dovm & say "We hold all 

for our bands & will give you nothing 

Mr Renville Joseph 

8hakoDee or the Six Chief 

called at the Office this day. 

Hoc ya~ pah came in whLe]n this 

chief requested to say a fev! worcts. The· regular Interpreter 

being absent, Mr R ,,,,as asked to explain. He stated that it had 

been deci[a]eo. to ask the com r . to give to two individuals 

(connecting) $10.000 between them it did not accord with his 

vie'V'ls of right, and thought the funds ought to be eaually divi-

ded] am[o]ng all the Half & Q.r Blooci Sioux of the Medawakanton 

Sioux only. r -
M Renville entered his claim a guardian for 

himself & 13 others. 

Hoe yah Dah -- asked to have his grand child -- the Father 

of v.lho (Louis Provencalle) had been killed by an Indian to be 

put in the list for his share -- Joseph Morgans family also -- by 

his request. Mr Renville asked "can or do the Medawakanton 
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treaty alike \>li th the othersll anLsweJr 
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come in to this 

Yes provided they 

join the viII s of the others & identity & remain hereafter 

vli th them. The Sioux of Big Stone Lake & Lake Traverse have 

gone to 1wr against the Chippev;ras. So reports Mr Renville --

He stop[p]ed those near him. 

Saturday 25 Aug[u Letter of Thomas W Pope 

ication for s1 tuation of farmer for Li ttle Crm·m -- Eand 

Reply -- I stated his proposition would be favorably consider-

[e Jd as I will al-lare of his abili ty, and qualifications for 

such a situation -- His character good &c. 

Mr J N Nicollt & party L[iJeut Fremont -- Messrs Guier & 

}\landin returned to this Post after an absence of more than 

two months exploration of the country on the plains, head 

of Missouri River st Peters & ~ead waters of the tributaries of 

the River Mississippi. 

Li ttle Crm-v alias Big Thunder called at the Agency and had 

a talk on the distribution of the Annuity & hoped it v'lOuld go 

according to strength of villages -- much talk he said by Mah 

zah Hoh tah & his Father on this subject -- and the division of 

the half Breed money. He was requested by his people to -see me 

and learn my opinion and views of these matters 

Sunday 26 th The Big Thunder Chief -- I 

spoke to him this day & told him that I must talk a little strong 

to him. It vJBS known hoW" much beloved his Father vJas -- & the 

confidence He had in me & I in him -- we understood each other.-

well for the interest of both nations. You as his son must come 
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forward 8S the son of a at & good man a re ar Chief and as 

the son of this chief you must be first to speak & the first in 

doing good for your people. Men who ODen their ears to every 

body I have no good opinion of -- you ask me to assist you. I 

will but you must al s 0 assi st yourself. Stand forward and show 

yourself. I "\I>Jill I I·Till susta [i In & support you on this both 

you & your people may rely. As to your Annuities -- no in-

justice can or will be done. you & your people may be easy. 

As to the Half & Qr blood claims those can be arranged to the 

satisfaction of 3/4th of the Delegation. 

Maj Plympton Com[man]d[inJg called at the office & lef[tJ 

the official report of Ca.pt Smith v-lho states that he was up the 
4-

S~ Peters & called at a lodge, and while he & Mr Stanly were at 

its entral1ce a.n India.n deliberately took do't\TI1 his gun & sna.p[p]ed 

it at him. this occurred at the village of Skush kah nah near 

the vil[lJa.ge of Black Dog -- on yesterday the 25 th inst. 

The Little Son -- Chief & others of Lac qui pa.rle call 

to pay their respects -- r.18.veing just arri ved on a vi si t to this 

agency vnth 50 men. 

I have on several occasions ha.d to remark in former J 

nals the fact th8t all business seemed to be reserved for S 

& the most important transactions have generally on that:day 

1"hich was set apart for man to rest from his labours -- but 

so for 811 I am & have been for years compelled by force 

circumstances to vi olate that hol;y da.y. 

Big Thunder -- Koc mok 0 & others call & ask the agent to 

draYl up a paper -- to Satisfy all if possible of their relatives 
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as rs t ':iCiS not received. t y were re at ter 

they had finished their rem[a]rks to name the persons. They then 

nemed 20. I dov.TJ:1 the name s as vall ed, & handed them the paper 

Monday August 27th 1838. Wrote a letter to Maj Plympton 

relative to the Indian who aimed his gun & snap[p]ed it at Capt 

i on the 25 inst. The Indian displaims any bad intention 

1tlhatever in the transaction. 

Steam Boat Ariel Capt Ley arrives this day v.r1 th U States 

commissioners -- Jude Pease, and W L D 1'hnngs -- MY' Spearing 

Secretary -- a number of passengers. The Commission[e]rs estab-

lish their office in the Agency House & sit as a Board -- to 

examine and determine claims of Debs d_ue Traders & Half Breed 

claims 

2 Indians who are not entitled to come under 

the Treaty of 1827. arrive. 

& 50 men arrive Ahp pa hoh tah 

The Broken Arm -- Little Rapids 

Esteh ken tah Chief of Susseeton 

\~ahpuakoota -- & 20 men 

& 40 man 

vlah pee tons of Lac qui parle --- _---=6~0~m=a~n~ ____ _ 

These Indians & their people appear here mysteriously -- not 

knm·m by ,,,home invitation or for vihat purpose -- time v1ill 

-determine 

Letters to Gov Dodge & Maj Hitchcock in answer to several 

from them. One letter from the Comm[issione]r of Indian affairs 

relative to commissions to little claims at this Post. 

News of the great loss sustained by H Dillon of Bedford my 

IIFather in la"J"" -- all his property on ::'ett Street destroyed- by 

fire $38.000,. This in his old age with a large family is hard. 
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on the 10S8 

sustained bY'our family. Mr Dillons property in Bedford $23,000 { 

on fire 

The Steam Boat Ariel left this 

morning for st Louis to return possibly with stores for the 

I ana in a days. 

The Red Dog -- of the Peter Rosche band of Sllsseeton Sioux 

c led pnd made 8 short speech end presented his Pipe. I made 

him a small present of Powder Lead & Tobacco 

The U S. Commissioners -- give notice & open the Board of 

session for settlement of Claims against the Indians. Lists of 

120 He.lf & Qr Blood Claimants handed in by the Agent to the 

Board. 

Many persons from Prair[i]e du chien 

claiming to be connections of the Sioux -- & others from Green 

Bay & M13c[i]nac. hundreds of calls by Traders to have their 

a/cts testified before the agent. half & QT blood Claimants 

call to :b..ave lists m13de of them & their families. The Agent 

prepares lists of 24 families -- & lay them before the commis-

sion[e]rs on Claims 

IF'riday 31 The Boa[r]d of Commissioners sit on Claims 

this day Mr Mooers -- Prescott 1tlells & Bro"l'm -- file theirs. 

Bro,-m SI\TOrn by the agent & eX13mined. Several Indians exam[ine]d 

also. 

A large NO of Indians -- Wahpeetons Sosseetons & l'iledun ak 

an ton -- a De.D ce by the Braves. we ".rai t for the Chiefs from 

Habeshas village & Lake Pepin -- before "VITe can go on with the 
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st Peters Sent 1 1838. urday The Agent busy in dis-

fici duet[ie]s for Traders -- Indians &c &c 

Investigation of Traders Claims pending -- various other ac-. 

counts. a close exam ination is made & full investigation into 

every p icular is going on by the BoerG. all right -- so that 

.1 ustic [sic] out to all concerned. 

Nothing of imnortance transpired during 

H. H. Sibley for the Am[erican] F[ur] C[omJ-

p[a]ny laid in the claims of the company for $80.000 -- in all 

Mr Rolette Claims & for Brunet laid in. ~ J 
M~ r B Farribaul this 

claims examined. Mr Renville & Laframboise Rocque also. S 

Campbell for credits lost. Mrs Camnbell for subsistence furnish-

ed. S Taliaferro for subsistence & stores &c 

I adm[i]n[i]ster oath to 24 nersons this 

day in various cases on claims The commission[e]rs e[n]gaged 

generally this day. Mr S -- s"a/c[count] is for 3 y[ea]rs & not 

over 15.500$ Mr Sibley, & Mr Baker stand high with all parties. 

Am[erica]n F[ur] C[om]p[an]y & some others 

examin [e]d on their claims. Mr Farri bau [l]t -- Bailly -- Lablanc 

Renville -- Ancterson a Farribau t & others SHorn 15 testified 

before me. 

The Indians call in end talk an hour with the commission[eJrs 

as to the claims against them and wished a full investigation 

of the "It,hole in every respect as to charges. 
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The Chi 8 of c'trri ve so the 

chiefs & head men from Lake Pepin. I sent Mr D. Campbell for them 

by request of the commissioners to attend settlement of Traders & 

half Breed claims. Late attendance -~ on claims this day 'Some 

30 sworn in diff[er]ent cases before the commissioners. Passed 

on to Pikes Island this evening to visi t some Indians ne'lt!ly ar-

rived. I found a Dance on foot The Sca~p Dance -- remained a 

few minutes and crossed over to the Am F cpy Post in company with 

the Commissioners -- & several other gentlemen. 

Busily prepareing Abstracts Estimates MaDS &c 

&c for the year ending Sept 1838. I find much and cerious [sic] 

interruption -- \Arhile the commissioners are in session -- the calls 

for my presence dayly [siC] are so frequent that I have no leisure 

to attend to the most pressing calls of the Dep[artmen]t. 

I am reDresented for a fev1 days past to have caused the 

Indians to sign a paper giving me ~10.000 out of the Half Blood 

fund. when the commissioners come to act on this subject it will 

be seen if this Nalicious report have any foundation in truth. 

My enemies seem (;tt a loss what to invent or propogate to injure 

me. 

The Indiens ecknowleclge a just alc of mine for ~2174:91, and 

knowing that I advanced the actual cash for their benefit --signed ---- ~ 

a request to the comrs to pay it in full -- & more just in qqui ty 

than any other claim. ---
Saturdav 8 I The commiss[i]oners receive the last of the 

Traders Claims this day & testimony taken in each case. My small 
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rs lore nt 8.r orde of exeminati on 

& evidence. The Boa rd tl:1en adj ourned over to Monday loth & '\\rill 

go into an investigation of f Blood C18ims. 

I reported to Maj Plympton comdg tte arrival of all Indians 

at this Post during the week. We confer together on the 5 & 6 

or clauses 2d Art Sioux Treaty -- as to t can be 

done for their benefi t this ffdl. I place Ld] in hiB hand Gov 

Dodges letter -- & he hp.J1ded me his vITi tten opinion 

9 I devote[d] this d8y to the make-

ing up my official papers for the year 1838. unfortunately this 

labour has neccessarily to be carriea on -- on tr.cis day of Rest. 

\,labeshas Bl'md have not called on me since their arri V8~ --

to pay respect to the Agent as custom8ry v.ri th all Indians ar-

riveing at this Post -- 1nfluences are at work to prevent any 

talk 1·.Jith them before a division of the Ha~f Blood money & the 

settlement of the EtCC [oun]ts of the Traders. Door devils on 

all how little they know me -- and hov! much less do I care vIhat 

they do to defraud each other -- and aim aggrandise a, few -- to 

the injury of the many. I trust the commission[e]rs '1ill before 

things are brought to a close -- have the veil suffiCiently 

lifted to see through the malific designs of many. 

onday lot The commrs direct the U S. Interpreter to 

assemble the Delegation at the Council House & show & explain 

the names of all the Half Blood list & hear all objections 

& note them. This duty he attempted to discharge but failed as 

the Traders & half Breed_s cro'l'Tded the Hall & kept the minds of 
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I 8 SO strB.ct t no jllst cision from them could 

be had. 

orts c eted for this rn8 8 packages. 

1. Estimates for 1839. 

2. Lists of a~l persons employed 

3. Abstracts of Licenses grented 

4. Statis[ti]cal Return ~ Map 

5. Abstracts of Presents delivered 

6. Report of Post office & site of Agency 

7. Report & E[sJtimate for this fall 5 & 6 claims 2d Oct 

8. Report & letters -- contract with Dr Wright & 

______ " ______ ~t~0~t:h~e~c~01mr Ind[iaJn affairs. 

Tuesday 11 Sept 1838 A general council held by the comrs 

this day "wi th the Sioux at the Agency -- a full attendance of 

Indians & an equally [<:] atteno_ance of Half Bloods & ",hiee Blood 

interested -- others disinterested. 

The business was to settle upon the proper claimants to the 

$110.000 set apart in the Sioux treaty for the Nedawakanton 

relations only. Many not all connected or entitled were shoved 

in by improper influences over the minds of the Indians -- by 

designing persons. 

Return for 150 Rat [ionJs Post 150 Ibs flour after council 

to 'iJabasha Bano_ & Lake Pepin 

vlednesday The Council men to finish wi th the views 

& requests of the Indians on the Half Breed fund -- and had to 

adjourn for the chief Tah tap saoh was kept back. 2 Beef cattle 

1900 Ibs of meat given to the'Indians of Wabeshas & other bands 

J 



;-

this evening by the Traders & half Breeds. 
~ < 

A comp[lJaint l,Jas made by some ill natured person to the 

commissioners that the Indians were starving. 160 & 35 Pork 

& flour issued The Indians said to the Interpreter this 

even[i Jng vIe shall have enough to eat as our fr[i Jends are to 

give us -- 2 or 3 head of Beef cattle 

Thersday 1 The Commissioners again meet the chiefs 

& head men of the MedaiAlakauton Sioux in council -- 'V'inen the 

"Bad Hail" rose & presented a paper to the comrs "Ihich he said 

he wished to be consider[e]d final It contained some t'tJenty 

friends 1<lhom the chief & sold[ie]rs i.~rished to get a little 

more than others. there had been much said but he hoped now 

all would be favor[e]d &c 

Reported again by some one to Judge Pease one of the 

Comm rs that the Indians on the other side were starving & 

that fault "lOuld be found wi th them &c &c I heard the remarks 

in the Hall -- by Judge Pease & Mr Rolette in conversation on 

this subject. I stated at once to judge Pe[ase] that if there 

1iITere any complaints I had not heard them. the Indians the night 

previous had rece[i]ved 160 or 70 Rat[ion]s of Pork & flour 

& Vlnshed no more as they had been uromis[eJd 2. Beef cattle by 

their fr[i Jends across the River -- that they 1<lould let me kno", 

their true number for today that the Indians were Starveing 

\'ras false. 

The commission[e]rs named in council to the Indians that 
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'IT t y were sufferi for sions -- t t y 

had requested the agent to supply them if he did not 

they were told to apply to the commission[e]rs and they would 

see that they got &c. This was replied to generally by the 

chiefs in substance as follow[s] -- "You speak of Provis-

ions '!:Je 2_re glad to hear of this we have suffered all 

summer & our Father could not help us. eS you mention pro-

visions -- we ~~ll take the number of ell our villeges and 

let our Fether know. We heve had some provisions -- but our 

Father here did not know our number ad he 'das not told -- by 

our friends h01,,! many iATere near this place -- &c 400 ratCion]s 

issued ---

Some remarks induced me to furnish 

the commission[e]rs iv-ith the first paper -- giving A Farrivault 

and A M Anfierson $10.000. to show that I had no interested 

vie'ltTs (improper one s at least in dravling up ei ther paper re-

quested by the Indians. Delicate & imnortant duties devolve 

upon all agents. 

It is impossible to please all -- where Avarice Malice 

Bnd detraction B_re the ruleing passions 1tTi th some people. No 

man however honest or disinterest [e]d can cUscharge his of-

ficial or even private obligations and duties free from remarks, 

ei ther idle, or ill natured. 196, & 128 

flour issued 32 to Sixes Band. 

The comm ["m Jd [i nJg officer sent for 
returns are comeing in rather heavy -- I 

more this day until his return from the 

324 R P 324 Ibs 

me & stated as "your 

must vmi t & dravJ no 

Pub~iJc Mills as he 
v.-' 

J 



to DU:; P f & correct statement of t s us 8-

ion[sJ in the public Store. This he thought expedient in the 

event of C'ny future disturb8Dce among the ,Indi8ns -- the enroll-

ingof the Citizens for defence & the consequent necessary 

supply for them and their families by the government. all right 

I replied th2,t I of course ,.rould not. I had been called upon 

by the commissioners of the U States -- who '\\Tere engaged trans-

acting official business vIi th the IndiEms under the Treaty of 

t' Sent 29 n 1837 -- to s unnl v them 'I,,,i th 
A ..:.. _ ti tions durin[ the con-

tinuance of 8aid commission at ·this post on business. That I 

was instructed by the Commr of Ind[iaJn Affairs to do so -- that 

with the nresent decision and views of the commission[er]s as 

expressed in their council to the Indians on the 13th inst an 

unusual demand "TEl.S macie by the Indians Emd to meet it, and hear 

no complaint would require an expendtture of ~5.000 00 unless I 

eould obtain Provisions from the publie stores at this Post. 

Pork 
Provision returns to Indians this day '\'iabes:n.a 128 

( 2. Red wings Band - 196 
( 
{ 3. Lake Calhoun Band - 79 
( 
.( 4' Little Orovls Village - 80 ~ . 
( 
( 5. Little Rapid Indians - 32 
( 
( 6. Sixes vil18ge 32 
( 
( 7. Susseetons South 25 ----

Amt X 572 

Flour 
128 

196 

79 

80 

32 

32 

25 

572 

I elosect my ales -- 1,71 th voueh[eJr for Presents -- 600. Iron 

steele &c 225.41 -- 8nd Q20. for yoke of eattl,e -- bot of A S 
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[eJr & sold at auction. 8 8/C for 18 & osed 

for the third tiE!e in tliis office & vouchers fOr\AJarded. A 

Ie er to the 2d Audt in exulenation -- a/es for re ions 

va thdra"l'm 

Jenny B. F'arribaut $472 ) Godfrey :r,. 50 ;;r 
) 

Perry 4'-0 ~o.., ) Quin 92.50 
) 

Laundier 20 ) Mrs Beson 95.00 
) 

0 Cratte 420 ) 
) 

a8ch 70.00 
l-1a.88ey 220 ) B F Baker 210.00 

) 
!3runet 58.50 ) 

) 
Degerlis 60.00 ) 

) 
F'olstrom 25.00 ) 

:Many of these accounts were returned to this office for 

Buthorisation 

S A Ste.mbaugh 

greatly enl&rged and in the hand 1-ITi teing of 

one of these accounts (J B F) is now in 

in the office at Washington 

Sunday Sent 16th 1 The Internreter notified me that 

as he was attending to the issues of Provisions to the Indians 

yesterday morning -- 128 Rations of Pork & flour v1as weighed off 

to '"vlabeshas Band -- and those who came for it 1'181ked off, & 

would not receive it -- but finally returned & took it off. This 

Band NO 128 souls nroud men -- vTOmen & children. 

, This Band h8s for years been uncter no restraint End are im-

pudent & presumtuous -- aided in this by idle councils & flattery 

injurious to the nublic interest or final welfare of the poor 

Indi ans. 

Anno gen asiah calle'd to say "I r.Lave had much abuse for 
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rec your account for 6: provisi':::mE n UE OU t 

of your ovm money. The traders are rdest on ~e -- & they 

some of Di·m De ODl e to b18'TJe me. I I 

in signing it & asking payment for you you never traded & 

pushed us into cold & into the jaws of our enemies 

n you had nothing of our Great Fathers in your hands 

to give your children -- you "Jould lend out & buy I\T!::Ht "lould 

relieve our w:mts at the time. Kno,;·ri t s I pay no attention 

to any \~tli te people & keep myself at my village. 

I replied -- limy friend all our people 1!lho signed my ac-

count well knew -- that I had given much to themout of my own 

pocket for years past I did it ",;-i th pleasure never expect-

ing to be paid for any acts of kindness in supplying the wants 

of poor -- blind & lame & others in distress. ~ake yourself 

easy & listen to no one -- do the best you can for your people 

and your connections the traders 1:7ill take care of t:nem-

selves --, & receive what may be due them. If your traders 

begrudge me my just claim I cannot help it. I have as much 

right to '\tIhat is due to me as they have to Hhat may be due to 

them -- I ask nO~ling from them. 

AV8rice -- envy -- malice, end detraction seems the order 

of the day IITi th some claimants -- (Some fei'! honorable excep-

tions) for lost debts from 1805 down to the present day -- let 

them traduce, & vilify -- I ca.n not. 

Provision return made tl1is morning 1 Pork Flour 
( For vlab [I'd shas band oi' 128 - 128 X 128 
( 
( Red wings band -
( 

- - - '196 X 196 

( Scattering Band - - - - - - - - - 70 X 70 
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None of the Bands called for Provisions this 

50 

434 

day. 

91, 

X 50 

II 434 

No mail 

has as yet arrived & no nerIS of the Steam Boat. The water is 

too lo¥ for one to navigate the Mississippi & may so continue 

8.11 fall. Our Inoian business as to the fulfilment of treaty 

stipulations has ever been toCo] SlOv.l for either justice satis-

faction, or effect. 

A conspiracy has been detected -- at the 

Head of 1'lhich is Samuel C Stambaugh & a fe1'l Satortighes (?) at 

present arouno. him -- the object of ,:!hich is to prejudice the 

commissioners against the agent, & ruin his character if possi-

ble. for this purpose questions have been artfully & clandes-

tinely put to the Interpreters and various other persons in and 

out of Fort Snelling -- & strong inducements held out for the 

purpose of prevailing on them to express dissatis[~2...tion as to 

the concluct of the agent, nov.; far these Gpperations [sic] may 

be made to bear upon the Indians to induce them to do the same 

remains to be seen. 

Conversed itli th m old friend on on the subject 
~--------~~~--~---

of this cruel & unfeeling conspiracy -- gotten up for most unholy 

purposes. Pork flour 

fultions issued to Ino.ians this 6.ay ~"la b8_SriE_S 128 II 128 

( 2 Red I,Jing 196 II 196 
( 
( 3 Little C . [ro,:·!] 60 . II 60 
( 
( 4 Lake Calhoun 70 II 70 



92. 

( r- D II 
;:) 

( 
( 6 Good Road 57 II 57 

Amt. 556 II 556 
II 

The Commissioners requesting. 

I no" fe all the Chief sand men at the nc~r this 

day That tney ",Jould be met in Council on dnesday -- for 

fin?~ action on business to be L'!id before Commis-

sioners. U S. 

The m8.il arrived this day from the foot [of] Lake Pepin. 

FC'rlou:::"h 8sked for g-r.snted Recd. to take effect from Oct 15th . 

1 Letter from Mrs T. joint I'a th Virginia 

1 do from H N Dillon 2 newspapers 

Receive(1 a communicRtion from I:~2j Plympton asking' for in-

formati on 2.8 to any invi tations to the Siou~·~, or ?ny D8rt of 

them to a council on the 11th inst by the Cherrokees & other 

tribes. Thi [s] ;·:28 replied to in t!:~e negative -- no proposi tions 

either direct or indirect had been made. 

Pork Flour 

Provisions celled for by Indian Wabeshas 128 II 128 

(N 0 St e cUD BOHt ( Red 1>Tings Band 
( 

196 II 196 

( Little crows do 60 II 60 
( 
( Sixes villege 
( 

45 Ii 45 

429 Ii 429 

Sun-Eclipse visible 1/2 past 2 P M. 
Mrs ~, 
1" iilargpret Pegano -- sister of the U.S. Interpreter S 
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1 iee in 4 urs Ef[t]er Ie bi s at 

Agency, She was well at 5 oclk trus morning Several persons 

cC'.lled upon officiC'l business. 

After the funerC'l of Mrs Bezani 

Mr C e~pbell the InterJreters sister -- the Incim s ~'Tere assem-

bled at 3 oelk P l'~. in council 2nd :net the U S. cOJI;:c:issioners 

",.ho had. the division into clFsses of the helf breed. funds read 

(i: . - to the chiefs neme bv name cle8s b J! class. p..tnec.. -- --, 

1 st Class in & out of the country ~:'l. 500 each 

2 -Cle ss in & out also 1.000 do 

7. Class do do do 750 do w 

4 C12.ss do do do 500 do 

5 Clas8 - remote 400 do 

Foreicners 1,!hose claims Here not eeual in meny respects Hi th 

those of native born americ2ns received the largest dividends. 

The com:nissioners had a delicate duty to discharge & if not more 

than three or four CBses of injustice occurred it may [heve been] 

(if there I-l8.8 no personal feeling) UDon the 'IIIhole as just as a 

majority could have eXDected. 

I am gU8.Tclian for those persons hereinafter named in the 3 

E~come Trustee for only 3 girls -~ rec[eivin]g 

my OI·m and Daughter 3 clB.ss $750. 

K vCK \. .• ', \.inzee 2. Jane Lemont 4 do 500 

x 3. Nancy Eastmen 4 do 500. 

on Interp.st to be x 4. Elizabeth Williems 4 do 500 

) 5. ';!inona Culbertson 4 do 500 
) 

K 1.IcK. FOl»e ) 6. ,. B F Russell 4 do or tJ 500 
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1:: ) 7. liQ,u 4 ... 500 

) 8. E Ortley it do 500 
) 

e ) 9. F ley it 500. 

Four Thousand Seven hundred fifty 947 50 

whole division of the f Breed fund appeRrs to hRve 

been ed 8lL t numerous upon cons ul tati on \':1 ih 

the most disintere ~ersons that coulQ be found 

in 8 country. tlion]::- issue[c.] 594. 

Pork F'lour 

Returns m.aoe for Provisi ons this day Vlabeshas 128. 128 

Red "ling:s band 196. 196 

324 324 

A change of ~eather -- cool & cloudy with some rain during 

the nifT'!::t 6: morning 

None of the Bands celled for Provisions during all this 

day. Tr"e [y ] hpo Dre Bents in provi si ons in abundance from those 

to '\'Thorn they gave or S2nctioned the largest Sums. So, it vJ8S 

st2ted by sOue Indians from across the River. 

Some complaints as to tLe final c3.istribution of the Half 

blood donations by the commissioners. The Indians were con-

suIted as a mere matter of form. The distributive shares ~ent 

beyonc_ Fl:.at trIey desired 2~ in a direction never alluded to ex-

ceDt as Shearers in Common. 

I finc~ it IIbest to observe silence, & pes little or no 

attention to i,!hBt is pE'_ssing. I feel myself a mere cypher --



2E I never e ectec any r re t I eriancer: no s-

ointment. 

I 2.ID disposed to believe from all I can le2rn that we shall 

from the impudence of some Dersons -- have trouble about the 

lit2ry reserve at this Post -- before we can fix oDer ho:nes 

until late years never questioned -- until the rage for sDecula-

tion W2S st2rted 

tho villages calIon me this 0_2Y & request to see privately & 

then publickly the two commissioners -- the com[manJd[inJg officer 

&; myself. They st2ted that their signatures to the paper l'18..d been 

hastily ctemend Jed. & given -- some h2d as yet not signed & the 

paper 'lrla s not fully underst ood. The ir Hi she s had not been com-

ied with & too much of the money had gone out of their country. 

They wished a reconsideration of some cases & if this could not 

now be had -- they desired to address the President 

I re"Glied -- ""Then you met & the D2Der ,,,ras reael & explained 

you Nished for one nig'ht to reflect -- trlis you ought to have 

ht::!d. but fearing you i;·!Oulo. not sign at a.ll -- I intimated to 

the Little Crm'l to rise & mark his merk as I ii;-ell knell! if it 

1;le.s not then si fned -- you \'Ilould not do it the next [day J on such 

a di Etri buti on -- & I shoulcc bear all the bla.me -- as my child 

had been one of the number deprived of what you intended the[y] 

shoulcL have. It is a ma.tter "ri th ,,<rlich I I'Jis11 to flaVe nothing 

to 0_0 -- & I '\:!ill not neve. ?2scel s have been busy to injure 

me 6: to arrive 8,t the a.ccoill-olishment of their present ciesigns. 
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It s :-De no ep.2ure to re ect on c uc t of suc:r~ Qoi 

Duncan GrRhF.JIl c ed H,t the office & ~C' 
0_1-' me to c'crEHlJ up 

a otest nst lE'.te 21 ]otment e t Commis2ion[eJrs 

wishes & intentions of 

the Chiefs signing the Treaty 

( 1. for imn e y e!nf too many classes 
( 
( 2. for invicious distinctions. 
( 
~ 3. for placeing persons rejected the 

( Indians on the Rolls 
( 
(4 for re jecting a number acknO\vledged 
( 
(5 for giveing as much to Claimants out of as 
( 
( v1ell as in the country -- Scille f ootin£: 

I replied to these statements by ask[ingJ Mr Grahe~ -- who it 

'was that proposed to him to address himself to me. he replied 

Col Stambaugh. Then said I, go to him to draw your protest I 

v,rill have no part nor lot in the matter. You say HI' Sibley 

Rolette & Bailly v1i th MI' Renville alone ,,;rere consul ted by the 

commissioners -- be it so. I was not -- in any manner-- these 

gen tlernen I'Jere invited to hand in Ii st s of classe s, 1, 2, 3, 4 &c 

& in connection "nth the commissioners made of the result as 

partially signed by the chiefs. It is well again -- I repeat 

I h2.d no h2ncl in the e,rrang'ement and I 8m glad of it. No one 

C8.11, or shall in truth cast a stain on my chaTacter. 

Doc t I. J. B. Wright here enter [e Jd as I 10Jas vla.r:nly replying 

& refuseing to listen to his proposals. I s8.iCc -- Doct -- I am 

glad you have step [pJed in -- to near I\Tl<~t I S2.Y to 1-1r Graham -_ 
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of the half breed money -- among the Claimants. 

er was imnronerlv tr~ust into --" ---"---~ 

the 3d C12.SS out of the 1 st . I S2.1:'1 & felt this -- nevertheless 

It '<las my fault that the chiefs nearly all signed. the a~otment 

1 d before on Thur Y by the com~issioners. If they had 

put it off for another day -- none would have signed it in its 

present 

Ka kon asked for the postponement. I knew after the feeling 

develoned by some & the reports against me by some vile slave 

drivers -- that should the chiefs refuse their assent -- the 

blame of not doing so would be made to fallon me. This is my 

excuse for acting as I did. ~y removal from office had been 

freely spoken of & clandestinely pll had come to my kno'"jledge. 

I wps basely misreDre8e~ted to the commissioners at least to one 
~ ---------

of them, & the interested falsehoods I am sorry to say has had 
V 

all the deleterious effect, on Gent. W. L. D. 

designing Kn2ves could have c1esired or \";rished. The resul t has 

shov.JD as far as the Half Blood Claims have gone. Now on the 

settlement of the just Debts of the Indians I anticipate as far 

as I 2IDconcerned a worse result. 

The Am[erican] Fur C[om]p[2n]y 2S I have often stated to 

the Dept "will controul t actien of the public authorities -- in 

2.ny mE'nner ,o!hen money is concernec1 in connection ;,-{ith the tracie 

of the Indians. 

The Agent it is "lell knovm -- has Vi alent personal enemies 

at this Post -- and a very short sighted Derson may soon learn why 



s is fact. If can for one week free from all 

pre JUG_ice an honorable & B firm men can act independently 

ne,.rer. 

A short private talk with Mr 

riron the Sec [retE'~y J of Ele Boprd of Claims nO'l:! sit [t Jing 

is B firm friene, to justice &: equ.al ri 8 -- a friend to the 
r .., SavaiZe -- and this fact alone su.'TIs up }',; s 2J.'1liable charracter ,-sic j 

Old !vir GrehE.ill celled.. at my office 

present I asked 11::: r Graham If he "had arranged. his Vie\-IS \vi th 

Col Stambaugh -- & on his replying not exactly I asked him 

thus lIyou remember 1::hen you cElled. yesterday & in presence of 

Doct ':,Trig-ht -_. & 1.-.Jhen you asked. me to dra,'; up a paper protesting 

against the present or late division of the H8lf Blood annui ty --

& to be copied in the h8nd Friteing of another (& that Col Stam-

ba.ugh hRd advisect you to come to me) I refu8eu flatly to have 

anything t a do l'Ii th such a matter either directly, or indi-

re ctly . He repli ed ye s -- I Imoi"' you said. 80. 

A Steam Boat reported belO1"! the Pine Bend thi s day. I hope 

it may come & relieve us of the people about this Post I'1ho ought 

to be at home. Pork Flour 

(1 R2.tions issued Red ,,11ngs Band 196 196 
( 
(2 Vlabe shas Band -- 124 124 
( 
(3 all other SCB.ttering Indians 100 100 
( 
( 
( Total 420 420 

Some of the traders & h8.1f Breeds hot satisfied Hi th a 

larger share of money than they ·l;lOuld be justly entitled to an [d] 



so fl e to tF~~rlt I ens as f 

do as v!e s ,,,e will reduce you to the neces [13 Ji ty of I';ear-

i cl & Ie s -- ve ,vill 1"'8 I' you miser-

able & you sha.ll renent for any opposi tion to our 1·Tishes. An 

agent of the Am F Cpy stated the foregoing in substcmce to the 

Indiens a or t ' ,!O PEst. 

Nr Beiley -- stated that the A:Derican fur Comp.s.ny i-muld 

rule the Indians in te of the Government -- cm:se them 

to do as they plee.secL in All things. I regret both as a Dublic 

officer & an individu8.1 that this remark of Mr Bailly is but 

too true -- eme: I have had cau se often in t..1Le course of my of-

ficial CP.J' eer at thi s Pos t as IncHan Agent -- to e:x-perience the 

painful effects of this powerful influence, & have as often 

'\tJarned the f"overnment of thi s gro'v!ing evil. 

A Steam Boat vms re-oorted nea.r 

the st Croix yesterc.ay for this place, & one other had passed 

un the ?eiver t S Croix I fino. tbi s mornin§;, the foret;:oing re-

port false. 

Indian s calle(l for Provi 8i ons ':!abe SrlB Band 124 "124 

Red v.Tings Band 196 1i196 

Little crOFS do 50 II 50 

Total 370 Ii 370 
I see no necesi ty for any f'urther issues of Drovisions to 

indians -- until their Annuities errive -- but as the U.S. COID-

missioners desire still to be considered in council they expect 

these issues to be made hm,-ever useless, or expensive. (I 8..111 

here to obey orders hm·;rever, &: no more. others are to think, 

and act for me at present.) 
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-- et s er s to me for 

fi time for some days -- by asking -Kas J Ene Lamont. 

seC. to int uce some desuLl]tory conversa-

tion I replied -- she is the Daug-:c.ter of the late DEniel 

Lamont or formerly a p2,rtner of the Col F'ur C[omJp[an]y 

near this Post. 2. Cot12in 

17as Elizabeth 1Jlillieffis 2nd Nancy Eastman. I had the cherge of 

t se c dren by recuests ~Titten as 1 pe 

children of Henry K Ortle:,' H r" 14' viz LeLnJry ... 

E Ortley also of William Ero~n -- J E F Russell and Winona 

CuI bertson -- 1'lhos e Fathers I·Jished me as their frie nd to look 

after their interests to see they did not suffer among the 

Inc.ians. 

Genl Ev'Ting spoke of F.usseles son being l·lith the Indians. 

I replie~ yes -- he W28 fenerelly with them yet I had had him 

by request in vie,,! & had often given him 1Hhat his neces[s]ities 

required through his mother -- as also thro[ugh] the mothers 

generally of those children. 

Gen[l] E[1;,.ring] snoke of trustees &c intimated that they 

ought to be appointed to take charge of their funds -- but did 

not a~k me if I would act in such capacity but rather seemed 

to thi~~ of some others. 

I have Stated I had intended to place the funds of Ortleys 

children in the hands of Mr HcCleod -- 17ho had taken the c.aughter. 

I conclu~ct to consult Mr Pope at the Li ttle CrovIs village as 

to Russells & Culbertsons chilo.ren. I also intenc.eo. to effect 
- c,iB' 

, . 



an arrengement 1Jli th [e]nz[i]e as to tnem & secure their 

money at interest on ree~ tate securi in st Louis -- & let 

the cl: ren the full benefit of ir fund (pay first ~~y 

debts) i-'Then of age or on becomeing married. 

Genl. then said why not place these funds at once 

into their hends but sE16 he had no io.ea of 1"':1 BS i onarie s cec cec 

I replied such a course might do yet as the first & only friend 

to these orphans I b Lei Jng t1:1eir gUB en -- It vlc,,-S ITl::l 'Vli 81"1. to 

see justice done them -- & this I could do as w"ell as any other 

person. Thinking thPt some interested. person had been touching 

on this subje ct to the General & to prevent imposi ti on or any 

claim of future frauds on the helpless children -- I consulted 

friends. when I repaired to the Room of the commissioners, & & 

applied. formc>lly for the funds of 9 children including !!!1. ovm & 

gave their names as follows 

viz 1. JEne Lamont ) Trustee B F Bazer 
) 

2. Eli zabeth Williams ) afterwards 

Herry Thompson 

trustee B F Baker 

3. Nancy Eastman 

4. J B F Russell 

5. Hary L T B.l i a.f err 0 

6. ;vinona Culbertson 

7. 1'lilliam Bro"\"m 

8 (Henry F Ortley 
( 
Ov:e_ry E. Ortley 

) 
) Tho s Odell 
) 

Trustee B F Baker 

Aften·Terds Nrs Warren 
Hoodbury 

Trustee B F B8Ker 

Trustee B F Baker 

( GU8rdianship given over 
( 
( to Martin Mcloud 

Haveing been the gU2ro.ian I claim to be the trustee and left 

the peper this evening ,d th t:r~e commissioners It is reported 

this evening that Ge~l E. took over a No. of the Am F Cpy alcs & 
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rf to i-v-. se re Bctee on t tr Jud.ge 

Pease s c e e on yesterda.y Saturda_y the 22d inst. 

n i.n nresence eirin 

said I thouf:ht you intended leaving the country 

es I heard you sey so. Ans [v:er ] Yes -- I saia so -- & per-

D9 eione 80 .... fi.nei s di8J02i tion to rat r 

to t~:.rust me out -- I hpd determined to remain 1 enough to 

ruinous Jolicy of t 

or be broken a 0i::'P J!1Y that the more I i'IaS vi:L<lf:iE'._<1 & 

abuseo_ for being' the Indic.ns friend & protector the longer I 

would stay in the country. 
~--~------------st Peters _ lUBiV oept 24th 183 Clear & cool this 

morning. The Equinox has pa_ssed rather calmly 

a nc S [t JPeters extre:nel~T 10il: a [net] BOB t s cannot reach 

until a rise of h'-ater -- co sad di 8Bppointment to the ndians 

1,rho are really destitute, & in pressing- need of their 

The Chiefs, & head. men of the Sioux asked for a cmference 

with the commissioners -- upon ...... -une application as I am informed 

of D GrC'h8m to them touchinc the unequal distribution of the 

ood II funcls. 

l{8j_~~'TlptQE~ 1"8.8 CElled for f't the recuest of the Indians 

to see 1,'Jhat ,·ms (tone & hear i'Jhst "Tas said. The Commissioners 

eared, & the council began but from reC) ort 8.ften·JClras --

seem s the :b2.d surchargecl him-

self Hi th a heavy supply of Liquor at the sutlers store, & l-JaS 

reby renc_er [e Jd incapable of being understood by ei ther the 

commissioners or' the Ino_iE'clls. And the Council broke up abruptly 



I VC'.E not present not i c 

the business brought to view and am glad I did not v,'i tnes8 

such a scene as did occur &, must have been disgusti in every 

respect. 

Issued Provisions) 196. 196 

1 124 

150. 150 

520 II 520 

I yesterda~ve a note to Mr 1-1artin M[c] 

Cloud -- for the commissioners -- surrendering my Trustee & 

guardianship of Mary E -- & Pred§rick Ortley to him StateinE 

his ability to g'i ve security & di schecrge fai thfully the trust 

they receive in all ~1.000. Requested Mr Be-.ker to take the 

funds of J B F Russell Winona Culbertson -- Jane Lamont --

Vlillie1l1 Er01:.'11 & Henry Thoms on -- 5 -- ",,2.500 

MCleoud the Two Ortleys 1 000 

off my hands 3,500 

Some chElDges this day in Half Breed Roll more satisfac-

tory Theresa Laclerc & Joe Lafromboise found to be no connec-

tions taken off -- ~250 taken off of Millord -- ~ ~500. more 

given to Alexander Fa.rribault at my request 'll'500 to Mrs Bourke 

& 2250 m' ore' +0 Mrs Jj""'eeson. 'C:;OO "8S r"l·ven to -L[ileut ,"c l "u ~iv ,'v. to J ~'" ures 

child by general consent -- having been inadvertently left off. 

I directed my interpreter Mr Scott C8mpbell to apologise 

to Genl Kving one of the commissioners for not 8ttencUng to 

his duty yesterday in a proper ~8nner & declining to internret 



as rect to I ans. so Y & t apology 

was cordially accepted. 

Farribault called to see me & made some statements 

of what I had said as to his having no right to build at this 

Post &c I was asked by the com[mandin]g officer if Mr 

bault had a license to trade at this Post I replied 

his Post vlaS the Little Rapids at this time -- some years 

since he traded on the other side of the Stpeters near this 

Post. I was also asked If III knew vihose house it was going 

up on the opposite side. I replied I had been so busy that-

I had not seen it -- that I presum[e]d no person had a right 

to build there that I would send over & inquire & let him 

the com[mandin]g officer know. This is all -- for I knew not 

~fuo was building a log house until Mr F[arribault] told me 

[it] was for the use of his hired men. Almost every day I 

am made to say what I did not say -- by mischevious people. 

Wednesday 26th Sept. I was sent for to the Fort by 

Judge Pease one of the comm[issione]rs to administer the oath 

to several persons before the Board -- rendering statements 

of their accounts of sales of furs & pelters for 15 or 20 

years back. 

Mr Rolette A Bailly -- H H Sibley -- Kenneth MCKenzie 

and J B Barri baul t "lere Slvorn. The c omrs haveing no further 

use for my services I returned 
ll:v.,P'-

Licences granted this day to J B Farribault & Ohern Fari-

bault for the "Entry of the River S[t]Peter ll & to David 

Faribault for the IILittle Rapid" Post Mr Baker sent in my 
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ement requesting him to come gu an & tru ee for 

children viz Jane Lamont ) John B F Russell 
) 

Henry Thompson ) Winona Culbertson 

& vlilliam Brown. 

I asked if Mr Baker had been before the commission No --

but they had had the honor of receiving my paper (C~nl Evnng) 

but Mr Baker was known & did not need any recommendationsof mine 

or words to that effect as I understood Genl El·nng to say in the 

secretary Room this evening. Pork flour 

Rations issued this day Red wing 196 II 196 

Wabeshas 124 II 124 

320 II 320 
No more made application ) 

I am told by the Interpreter that the Inctians lrlOuld gener-

ally call for Provisions on tomorrow & as the commissioners were 

not explicit in council -- the chiefs would expect rations for 

from 800 to 1000 or more. The Commissioners said -- "We have 

been informed that some of the Indians had complained of the 

want of provisi ons & some of them were suff'ering for the want 

of food & were get[tJing sick -- this had been reported them --

and they desired if this was the fact to let them know it, and 

they should be well taken care of as long as the council lasted 

they should have enough and a plenty for all of them, & if they 

had not nor could not get provisions enough to report the facts 

to them & that they would see that they were supplied &c &c 
The anS'i1er to this is ,\7811 known -- the Agent was acqui ted 

of any disposition to withhold food from them by the Indian 

chiefs. They stated that provisions had been given them -- all 
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who called for them but no enumeration been handed in -- but 

as provi8ions iiere now procured they would give the Agent the 

number of all their villages -- & hoped to have a plenty The 

people Half Breeds & others left for the lower country 

Prair[i]e du chien this evening. 

Cloudy ,-mather "'ii th but Ii ttle rain --

no appearance or chance of a rise in the River -- of course no 

Boats. Ra.tion Returns mode a8 foll01¥8 for Indians 

Red wing 

Vlabeshas Band 

Li ttle Cr01'l II 

Attending on Council with) 
t ) 3 other Bands.70.60.60 

The U S Comrs.on claims ) 

whol [eJ NO -- R 

P F 

196 II 196 

124 II 124 

80 II 80 

190 II 190 

590 II 590 

Mr J Welis called at the office on business which was ar-

ranged -- he just returned from Lake Pepin. 

Mr Gavin -- Swiss missionary also arrived but has not as 

yet called at this office. I desire to see him as there is a 

report that he told Wabeshas Band that the Government ,,,ould 

fail to pay their Annuity 

Mr Seirin the Sec[retary] called at the agency & requested 

me back to Fort Snelling & swear certain persons before the 

Commissioners. 

Mr Rolette -- Mr Laframboise -- MrJosef Renville Sen & Jun 

[ior] were qualified to give testimony in the validity of Joseph 

Renville, Sen alc supplemen[tin]g against the J':edawakanton Sioux 

said to trade v-n th him at liLac qui parle. II 
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Conversation bet'Neen Judge Pease one of the commissioners 

in presence of MrSpeatin the Secretary on the issue of Provis-

ions -- to Indians at this council. I stated that 596 rations 

had been issued this day & that over 6,000 had been issued I 

thought it extravagant for the occasion & asked if it should 

be continued -- again the Indians understood from what had 

fallen from the Judge in open council -- that all 1~0 attended 

the council should be fed. I so understood it as must 8~1 who 

heard the remarks at the time for one I felt hurt -- as they 

were out of place & not required in a public assemblage as 

the report of their suffering was false, & expressly gotten 

up to sell provisions & to effect the standing of the Agent 

wi th all parties. 

The Indians ~~re told by the commission to complain to them 

if in future they were not well supplied. Now -- the commission-

[er]s say that if I have issued too much -- they did not so 

intend it & in effect no matter what they said I was to be gov-

erned by my usual course and issue only to the proper author-

ities of the tribe. This I had applied to the commission[er]s 

to deCide but could get no direct answer upon the subject --

only that "The Indians must be fed." Now it would seem hard to 

suffer blame in the firs[t] place for being guarded in my 

issues & in the 2d for issuing to the Indians, and their famil-

ies attending on the council with the commissioners -- so we go 

Now it is said there is no further use for the Chiefs -- of 

course I will stop all issues after tomorrow & send all the 

families off -- & requesting the Chiefs only to remain -- for 

the arrival of the Steam Boat -- with the Annuities. 

r" 
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Dance at the Fort by IlBig Thunders ll 

Band. Presents made by the commission[e]rs Tobacco -- a piece 

of calico &c &c. 

M[e]ssrs Gavin -- Pond & Stevens - Missionaries called at 

the office. I was absent on business with the Commrs at the 

Fort. I find a paper in Circulation -- signeng by naIf & Qr 

Blood Sioux relation to a division of the Lake Peuin Reserva-

ti on jointly & generally betv.Jeen all Bloods 

This was not contemplated by the Treaty of July 15, 1830. 

& again in 1837 at Washington The Medawakanton Sioux Delegation 

confermed before the Sec[retary] of war, and the Com[missione]r 

of Indian affairs) explicitly to whom the land was given & 

their views in doing so -- Half Bloods and no others were to 

benefit by the grant. 

Messrs Pond & Gavin called at the office in the afternoon 

I alluded to the subject of the accusation or rather made by 

the Indians that Mr Gavin should have said to Wabeshas band that 

the U States would fail to pay their Annuity fully to the Sioux. 

Mr Gavin said -- I certainly never said the words imputed 

to me. I might have said that a part would be paid this year 

and the balance next spring -- that all would not be paid nor 

could not be this year. Interest money must be due one year 

before it can be paid -- & as ,they had a funded debt with the 

government it must come to maturity of course before payment 

it is likely in this I may have been misunderstood & 

I talked ·wi th Mr Pond on the subject of ,farming for the 



109. 

OUX of Leke CaL'1oun -- had passed between UB & 

Prescott on this & other matters -- touching the future location 

of this Band &c &c 

The commissioners had some conversation with some of the 

chiefs relative to Provisions this evening as the interpreter 

Mr Campbell reported to me. He asked if they had said any thing 

to me on the subject, I replied they had not said a word. More 

than that they had nothing more to do with the Indians -- at 

this council I of course should stop all issues of Provisions. 

Saturday 29th Sent 1838 Fisher a soldier of Fort Snell-

ing died this morning He was known as a worthy lad -- and 

artentive to his several duties. 

Judge Pease (Com r ) remarked to me this morning that they had 

talked with some of the chiefs last evening & they beg[g]ed 

to wait to hear from below as to their annuity & wished to get 

Rations for a few days longer that Half the present issue 

they promised to get along with. He said the mail waS expected 

& they promised that they (the Indians) should have Rations un-

til that time -- if no news came why of course the[y] would 

then have to go home. Pork flour 

To Messrs 

S L Pease ) 
) 

& \'l L D Ev-ling ) 

Gentlemen 

Rat [ion]s 100: 100--

Office Indian Agency S[tJpeters 

Iowa Territory Sep 29 1838 

Under the orders of the Department of the 26th of July past -

I have since the lOth inst issued several thousand rations to 



Indians attending onCe] special council with the commissioners 

under treaty of Se[p]tember 29th 1837 -- for the settlement of 

Claims of the half breeds and debts of the oux. 

I have been notified that the Indians will not be further 

required -- but as the Annuity was contemplated to be paid 

during the late Council -- the Indians have stated to the com-

missioners that they (as their families are l'li th them) wish far 

a further supply of provisions, and are 10th to depart before 

they are paid. 

As the Commissioners have stated their council to be at 

an end -- I do not feel myself authorised to continue my re-

quisitions on the commissariat at this Post for further sup-

plies. 

Very respectfully 

Your ob[edien]t se[r]v[an]t 

Lau Taliaferr 

Ind[ia]n Agent. 

Genl Abstracts of all Licens(e]s 

granted for the year made out for the Dept & forwarded to Gov. 

Dodge -- for the office of Indi[a]n affairs. 

The Steam Boat Ariel arrives from SCt] Louis vdth some 

for the Indians -- some money & $110,000 for the Half 

Sioux -- in Specie -- Mr Plymton in ch8~ge. 

CaptCain] Scott & L[i]eut Ruggles join -- letters rec-

eived from several quarters. 

Gov. Dodge Bupt encloses alCl]otment for this agency first 

Half year. 
$4000 to pay Sioux for reservation around Fort Snelling --
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but the unusual sum of $1.200 of this left at Pra[i ]rie du 

chien for Wabashas Band -- end unless this be rectified there 

will be trouble at this Post. our neighbours are truly en-

titled to the whole sum and will receive no part unless all 

be paid. I will write forthwith on the subject. 

Letters from Maj[or] Hitchcock relative to the goods and 

money. My attention is called to his interests in the matter 

which will be freely & cheerfully given. 

Busy in forming contracts with 

Farmers for the Sioux Francis S Denton -- Thos W Pope & 

Se~uel Pond -- engaged 

I countersign all the certificates of Claims by the half 

Breed Sioux -- before they can be paid by the Dis[trict] 

Agent. 

Capt Lyon cannot get his Boat up to the usual landing --

for low water. 

Maj[or] Hitchcocks instructions are very explicit Some 

little deviation from these or we could not pay the money to 

ma.ny absent persons. The Dept will be satisfied with the sould 

discretion used by the official persons at this Post 'Hhich '\>\rill 

effectually go to aid the Maj in his Views. His promptness 

deserves all praise -- his respondibility will be secured also 

to his full satisfaction for the payment of the $110.000. 

Many Indians call on me during this day 

Tuesday 2d 0 Handed Mr Saml ,.;m Pond a copy of his 

contract as Farmer for the Sioux of Lake Calhoun I have been 



e remely busy all this day -- for other ople -- counter 

signing certificates on hal f Bre ed Claims. 

Col S. C. Stambaugh has become trustee for 
~.::...;:;,...-

in 

$750. & 500 claims for certain children &c Joseph Mnntravello -

three Mogrzuns Mr John Campbell & others 11 in number I 

countersigned his paper -- but gave an official statement to 

the Disbursing officer saying If he got the money so large 

an amount -- He should give satisfactory security to the claim-

ants therefor -- or not have it -- I reregret I countersigned 

the certificate 

Issued -- 40 Rat[ion]s Pork & 40 flour to this Band of 

the Sixes village. 

I drew $1.750 on account of Claims 

of Half Breeds 

( Viz. Mr L Taliaferro -- Nancy Eastman and Elizabeth ) 
( ) 
( Williams -- as trustee -- for the f ai thful di sposi ti on) 
( ) 
( of which sum I sh8~1 voluntarily enter into Bond & ) 
( ) 
( Security & deposit the same in the County court of ) 
( ) 
( Damford Wisconsin. ) 

The com[mJission[eJrs held their le.st interview with 670 

Sioux at the agency this day. They explained to the Chiefs that. 

they had completed the duties assigned them by the President. 

The Debts of the Traders $250,000 he.d been liquidated with 

the sum set apart in their treaty $90,000 -- & receipts in 

full taken of [f ] up to Sept 29th 1837 -- of all credi tors. The 

sum of $110.000 had also as given by them paid to their half 

breed relations. The explained that they were requested to ask 

if they recognised the claim for horses cattle Hogs &c lost by 
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residents near Fort Snelli any 

thing -- that if the claimants could bring forward one man who 

had Killed their property they would 

their great Father might settle it. 

t the whole -- & 

The Indians Ch[i]efs & Braves -- spoke in severe animad-

version of the conduct of same of the traders -- whose accounts 

they said run so far back that not one cent should have been 

alowed. They had witnessed large sums of specie paid to trad-

ers & half breeds & when they asked for their annuity they 

were told it had not arrived -- this was to them inexplicable 

they could not account for it -- & of course their people 

felt displeased & dissatisfied 

I informed the Indians that a part of the money for 

this reservation -- a part of their goods & a part of their 

provisions had arrived & in a few days we expected the balance 

these were certainly on the way The water was low -- which 

retarded them comin[g] up 

The Com r spoke to the Sioux & endeavored to explain -- the 

knotty points. It was named that the ~IO.OOO in specie to be 

paid annually forever -- would be paid next June or July -- .one 

year from the ratification of the treaty. 

That set them all in a flame & here all the braves rose, & 

came forward -- one The BBd Hale or HBil -- Said -- This was 

the worst of all -- they had heard that a part of their annuity 

would be held back but they were not prepared to hear it from 

the commission[er]s -- The words of some men had then become 

tvue -- surely after .all that had been said at Washington --

j 



t would not be cheated out of any pa their annuity &c. 

They had spoken of $4.000. why not put this sum also on 

the of theirLs] which came up & give that to the 

Traders also. It Beemed that every body could be served before 

them -- as for the Half breeds they had nothing to say this 

was right -- but the traders -- they had a right to know now 

of what had been done as it was promis[e]d if there was a 

surplus over paying their just debts they should have it paid 

over to them &c &c 

Here the commisrs explained that no money had come for 

the Traders -- Their Great Father had it in Washington This 

seemed to satisfy them to a great extent 

I explained the situation of things exactly and said I 

would see ,all things fulfilled as far as practicable this 

fall. If we could not get all this fall -- it would be the 

fault of the River & no fault of mine as every exertion had 

been made & was makeing to get the goods & provisions on. 

Here the council closed 

Issued 670 R[ationsJ P[orkJ & 670 lbs flour 

A large number of Indians at 

the Agency Rolls or list of names & families making out to 

prevent being cheated as to numbers. 

Great excitement among the Indians this day as to the dis-

tribution of the $4.000 -- what ld th the juelousy of the Indi-

ans -- excited by idle & ill judged remarks of the Traders 

some of them & want of judgment & knowledge of facts by Mr 



Renville, & some others vmo 

of the Post this day. 

eak Sioux -- I feared for the peace 

The chiefs & Braves were called in & I told them flatly 

& plainly that as $1200 of the money to pay them had been left 

below -- I would as soon as the goods (balance of these) arrived 

I would advance the 1200 myself to the Dis[trict] Agent -- & 

see the $4.000 paid to them This assurence settled the pOint 

& I hope a few days may bring all the balance of their provis-

ions &c 

Steam Ariel returned from the shore. 

Letters sent -- 2 to Gov Dodge -- containing Abstr[act]s 

of all Licenses granted for the year -- and all Contracts with 

Farmers for Indians -- 3 & copy of I J B Wrights contract as 

Physician. 

Letters of application for confirmation of these nominates 

Friday ~ Ariel -- Starts for st Louis. The Commis-

sioners L.T.Pease & W.L.D.Ewing -- depart for the[ir] homes --

& Col Speiring the Secretary to the Board for his. Mrs Plympton 

& family leave for the East -- a number of passengers -- strangers 

& others lea ve . 

. The Chiefs & Head men call a Special Council 'vi th the comdg 

officer Maj Plympton & the Agent at the office The $4,000 gave 

uneasin[e]ss -- which we settled according to the proper under-

standing of the law enforced also as to non payment of ~10,000 

this year -- but to comm[enc]e next spring & to be paid interest 

forever. $10.000 in goods -- half here the balance expected. 

$5.500 in provisions a part here Balance dayly expected Black 
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smith farmers & c fully expla[i]n[e]d cattle &c. 

The Chiefs of Red wings Band admit[t]ed they had no right 

to any part of the $4000 for the Rese[r]vation at this Post --

& payment for tops of timber & wood contiguous. So of course 

Wabeshas Band would be excluded as is proper, this band haveing 

no Claim. 

The Indians came near fighting among themselves on this & 

other accounts -- but all was finally arranged. 

Issued 370 Rats Post [Pork] & 370 Pounds flour. 

6th Marc pee an Mab zah called at 

the office a council to be held with Wabeshas Band & Red 

wings Band on the location of their shop near O'rand encamp-

ment equidistant bet1,reen the Bands. 

Issued Rations to Red wings Band 196 RB 196 flour 

Wabeshas Band also 125 II 125 

To other Indians present 50 II 50 

These people retire home 1.",rith their famil[i]es.-- as all 

their Annuities are not in hand If a Boat be met with the 

balance the Chiefs return to this Post for payment. 

The Im.,rer Bands proposed to divide & get a share of l.'lhat 

goods & provisions are now present & let them go as they lived 

a long way off -- Stated their destitu[t]e condition -- which 

seemed evident. 

I feel the force of this reasoning -- but as yet I have 

no controul over the Annuity -- & so stated. I said My 

fr[i]ends -- I am not at liberty to break bulk until the residue 

of your goods & provisions arrive "lhibh 1V8 look for in 5 or 10 
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days at most I percieve your situation & feel for it -- yet 

I must ask you to wait -- or leave a few Head Men or if you meet 

the S[teamJ Boat on the .River Return & you "'ill be paid at once. 

As to the $4,000 dollars that seems settled and it will 

be paid here -- you get $600 left at the Pra[iJrie 

The Chief of Wabeshas Band said -- He heard from the com-

mission[e]rs of the $600 & that there was more If they failed 

to get it -- that it was my fault If the comr did say so they 

did not know what they were talking about & were wrong in saying 

one word even of the subject -- but I am disposed to believe 

this in their council come from Borne other source (a designing 

one) to dissati [s Jfy the Band with me. Some of these intermed-

[d]l[i]ng rascals with the affairs of the government and the 

Ino_ians ought to have their tongues cut out. I hope to be enabled 

to make an example before the Ind[iaJns some day -- of some one 

of the many rascal s who busy themselves wi th things not wi thin 

their province. 

The s ppoke in severe animadversion on the conduct 

of Our they said he did not do his duty to them . 

. He was drinking ",i th the traders and they saw by his actions 

here and across the River that 8~1 was not right The Traders 

turned him around any way -- & got all they wanted to the preju-

dice of their ~ople & connections. 

Sunday 7~ Heavy white frost this morning -- and the 

weather changed from warm to cold. The Indians are excessively 

alarmed for the absence of their Annuity. No wonder they are 
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naked and the traders give no credits. 

I have had all the chief[s] & head men to call at the Office 

this day. I am urged to locate their Black smith below Lake 

Pepin as speedily as possible. I sent for 0 cratte & engaged 

him to abandon his contract under treaty of July 15 1830--

& accept under treaty of Sept 29 1837 the situation of smith 

for lower Sioux to erect his shop & House near the residence of 

Augustine Rocque below Lake Pepin -- central for the two Bands. 

Passports granted I R Bourke & others to 

pass from the British Settlement on Red River of Hudsons Bay to 

the interior of the United States 40 families. 

The Indians beg for more provisions -- having issued more 

than 10.000 rations from the public stores -- no more can be 

issued in safety to the troops. So says the command[in]g officer 

Maj Plympton. He is the best judge. 

In the payment of the ~110.000 to the Half Breeds Joseph 

Montravette Jr Esq lost his alotment of $1000. His papers were 

signed & witnessed, and some kind friend torok] charge of his 

Bond & as kindly relieved him of the pleasure of supporting a 

poor & helpless family. The disbursing officer is clear of all 

blame -- 'as the money "TaS after being duly receipted for paid 

over. The room was full of persons -- Joseph Renville Senr 1<laS 

there being paid a large sum and in the confusion -- poor Montra-

velIe came out minus. 

The Wah paa koota Chief -- Tah san ga - Skush kah nab & 

Wah madee Sappan with the[i]r people called at the office 

& said -- My Father -- we called over'to see you to see what 
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you had to say to us our fr[i Jends the Meda\,lakantons went on 

to Washi[n]gton & made a Treaty -- I was on also -- I expected 

to come back ~nth presents to my people -- but did not get what 

they got. vie di veded our Annuity with them of 1830 but our 

friends seem disposed to keep what they got If this be the 

case I told you this Spring that I wished all our annuity to 

be paid as you see our situation -- we know not ,~at to do or 

where to look for assistan[ce] 

"lah madee Sap pah said My Father -- I have heard the 

'words of Tah sagga -- I feel assured that it is your aim to 

befriend us -- we have received benefits from you & ~~ know 

your heart -- that you feel sorry for our situation. I trust 

all to you & hope our friends 'will look upon us as \'Je did on 

them &c &c. 

The Indians of Lac qUi parle -- the Wahpee ton Sioux 

called som[e] 15 of them at the Agency -- on the same evening. 

I explained that the Wah paa kootas -- \-iah pee tons & Sussee-

tons who went on ~~th me to Washi[n]gt(o]n went on business 

relative to peace with the Sacs -- & Foxes not to sell 

land tho it was proposed to them -- $1,000 in presents was 

given 

It was different "nth the Medawakantons. They sold land 

5.000000 of acres -- & i<That they brought back $6000 -- was for 

a part of their land & not Present s 

I had also to say to my fr[i Jends the vlah paa koot[a]s 

tr~t by the Treaty of July 15th 1830 the Medaw~kanton sold a 
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part of the n[eJutral ground as far as the Forks of Red Cedar 

& the "lash paa koota & south Susseeton to the 2d or upper Fork 

of the River Des Moines & of course rilld a claim to a part of 

the annuity under that treaty 

$600. dollars of which was no,,! paid to \'labesrills Band 

900 to the upper Heda'l,'lakantons & Susseeton & 

500 to the V/ah paa kootas 

$2000 $700 -- for Agriculture to all, & one Smith --

This was all as stated by me & had been regula'rly paid for the 

last 7 years to the claimants. i'/hat the Medawakantons will do 

I knO'l:"r not I cannot do anything without their consent. But 

so far as $300 goes I am satisfied they ".rill give you of tba t 

sum of the treaty of 1830. 

I can not an swer for the Red Wings Band or any others 

except the 5 Bans near me -- they will do what is right if 

they are not pressed by you. 

The Big Thunder a Med. v Chief rose & said -- My Father 

you are right let things take their course -- vIe are all rela-

tions & one people Our Braves must settle this matter. I 

cannot say to our frends what I shall do our Annuities have 

not come -- it is time enough to act -- when these come to hand 

I ",!rote a Bill of articles -- for the Band of Sioux to 

Mr H H Si bly -- for 'l,mich I promised him to see returned on 

the arrival of the Boat "nth the Indian Annuit[i]es --

Viz. 

One 50 Ibs Keg Powder & 100 Ibs Lead to each 

Band as follows 

1. Wabeshas Band ) 50 Ibs POi',der 100 Lead 
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2. Thunders do ) 50 do do 
) 

3. Moh zan hoh tah ) 50 do do do 
) 

4. Tah chunk was taa ) 50 do do do 
) 

5. Sixes Village ) 50 do do do 
) 

6. Red Wings Village ) 50 do do do 
) 

7. Lake Calhoun } 50 do do do 

We have no provisions 10,000 rations having been issued & 

the Indians 35 days waiting & no annuities yet. So to keep them 

from starveing I am induced to ask the foregoing loan -- in 

their present distr certa[i]nty 

st Peters 9th ~ ~ The Indians call to give 

a full census of all the men women & children in the respective 

bands of Medawakanton Sioux -- only 1400 made up to this day --

there may yet be 60 or 70 more 

vlabeshas Band handed in 'their list as made out by the Rev 

Daniel Gavin Total 209 Souls. 

Some f8JTIi1ies rest in di spute between the chiefs each try-

ing to swell their numbers in this I find considerable 

precaution to be requisite on the part of the agent to prevent 

a recurranc[e] of the same names in several villages. 

Mr I B Bourke, & Rocque & others deported for Red 

Ri ver of Hu{ls on Bay. No news of a Steam Boat. 

Wedne " I order the Treaty Smith to do all the 

work requisite for \vabeshas Band & for Red \'lings Band "Imi1e 

their people are present 

A private letter a,ddressed to C A Harris Comr Ind Affairs 

touching affairs of this Agency 

~A~l~e~t~t~e~r~~~ __ ~~~~f~erro now in Bedford ------ Indians are 
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Cold & very oiBagreeable weather -- of 

course the Indians flock to the Agency -- a good day would find 

them at their own homes. 

The lower Bands Wabeshas & Red Wings are starving 

18 bushels of their corn to Red Wings Band 

Deliver --

12 do to Wabeshas Band to be deducted from what may be due 

them at payment 

Snow fell for a few minutes this day. To my surprise I 

learnt in looking over the papers sent up by Mr Pfyster -- now 

n the hands of li[eu]t \Witehome -- that the $10.000 in goods 

been sent up in the Ariel. I had been told positively that 

$5000 of this am[oun]t had come & the Indians have been 

ing 15 or 20 days for payment. In looking over the Bills 

find a miserable assortment -- very little of service as to 

i ty or quality to them. I do not knmv when I have suffer-

so much vexation & real mortification ·not 100 Sioux have 

orne tho I estimated for $2500 worth Blankets -- Strouding, 

owder Lead Tobacco -- Kettles Knives flints & vermillion 

the Indians will say to this I fear to think of it. It 

s horrid on me as I must .b.ear the blame. -- 'lrle shall see in 

24 hours. I hope the payment of $4000 in cash may aid us in 

get[t]ing off the trash sent from S[t]Louis -- what the Indians 

are to do for guns Kettle[s] & Blankets is hard to say. Their 

traders give no credits. 

I find myself the most worried & unfortunate public Agent 

under the government. If I had made no estimate last year __ 
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silent. 

The Dis[trict] ~~ent L[i]eut Whitehome & 

the agent walked across to S[t]Peters Side to look over the 

goods -- & brought up by the Ariel & found the Bill of $10.000 

complete for the Sioux except 300 Ibs. of shot. 

We determine to offer the goods to the Indians such as 

they are on tomorrow. were it not cold weather -- they would 

reject the greater if not the whole amt -- as not articles es-

timated for nor suited to their wants. Lydum Jackson & COIS 

Bill is scandelous in the whole as well as in the prices of 

his goods. The greater part are higher by wholesale than are 

retailed at even in this country. 

We pay the $4,000 for the reservation military around Fort 

Snelling -- also on tomorrow should the goods be received & 

the weather permit. 

The Revd Mr Bronson of the Methodist Church -- & who found-

ed a Mission for the Little Crow Band of Sioux is reported to 

have written a letter -- which was published in the Galena 

Gazette & Advertiser -- makeing extravagant statements of the 

hostility of Big Thunders Band The Chippewa affair of the 3d 

of August. 

Mr Hodgekiss -- said we felt sorry that He (Mr B) had 

written such a letter -- & he did not know what the old man 

could have been thinking about -- to have written such a one 

it was only createing unnescessary excitement in the public 

mind. 

st Peters Agency Saturday Oct l3t The Seven 

J 
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of Medawakanton Sioux met by appointment the [erican] 

Fur C[om]p[an]ys Post. Maj Plympton com[mandin]g Lieut Whitehonn 

Dis[trict] agent and the Agent (Maj Taliaferro) aided by Mr 

Sibley Ag[e]nt of the Am F Cpy -- who was so kind as to frame 

the a10tment for the Bands. we put the requirete questions to 

the chiefs -- & they agreed reluctantly to receive the goods 

$10.000. I called the Chiefs into the office and they signed 

the accounts & receipt 8 for the Annuity in Bulk -- 1",hich relieved 

the government. 

The Chiefs asked to have $2.000 in specie added to the 

10.000 specie stock annual[l]y for next year -- takeing this 

sum from the amt of $5,500 for Provisions -- leaving $3.500 

herea~ter for purchase of supplies of provisions 

The Chiefs complained that their goods were not 'at all as 

expected & they had hoped that the Req[uisitlo]n made by their 

Agent last October, and handed to the comr of Indian Affairs 

would have been filled at S[t]LoUiS -- In Guns -- Blankets, 

Strouds, Kettles -- Powder, Lead Tobaxco, flints Knives Thread 

Calico -- vermillion -- these are the main & only articles 

which the Sioux require. 

Fine cloth -- & casinets 

Beads many other rufling things 

shawls -- handkerchiefs --

do not suit our people. we 

wish rough & strong clothes to hunt through the woods & bushes 

we are not like white people -- Who have but little to do more 

than to wear fine clothes. we also get [1J Jack Knives -- fine 

steeles -- our smi th makes these things for us. 1'18 receive thes [e] 

goods but if we could do better we would not take them. 
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depend on our the nt 1 been wi 

us -- we also ask our Brother Maj Plympton to join him in re-

monstrating against th[r]o"~ng away our money in what we do not 

'want we have been kept until winter out of our treaty stipula-

tions & one half will not be fulfilled this nor perhaps ~ext 

year. we rely on you both to represent our feelings and deter-

mination. we have not been well treated yet we will listen to 

our Father Still. 

The $4.000 for the Reservation around Fort Snelli[n]g as 

much as the Post requires -- ~~ll be paid to thefive Bands 

entitled to receive it on Monday the 15th inst at the Agency 

office 

On tomorrow Sunday I deliver the corn to all. I found 

the Indians generally better disposed after the delivery of 

the goods than was anticipated'-- believed or expected by the 

l.roi tes generally. The Chi efs gave Mooseomonees Son (F'ather 

dead of the Delegation) ~125.00 

Sunday 14th In explenation of the present given yester-

day to the S of the late -- war chief Mooseomone -- I remark 

that his Father belonged to the late delegation to Washington 

and old & highly esteemed man of the Wahpeeton Sioux of the 

Little Rapid 'on the at Peters & died of the Small Pox in the 

early part of September. He was a warm friend of the Agent who 

was inst[r]ument8~ in saveing his life on his return from the 

great council of Pra[i]rie du chien in 1825. He laid four weeks 

very ill at the agency. 

At the office of the Com[ma]nd[in]g Officer this morning --
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when Major Plympton arrived Ilalthough the Chiefs of the two 

lower bands -- relinquished in my presence their Claim if any 

to the ~4.000 to be paid for the reservation at this Post 

I would take it from unddr their hand in presence of vntnesses. 

this would the better satisfy Major Hitchcock -- as a part 

200 was reserved for Vl'abesr.tB.s by him -- expecting they have 

some title to a portion. I would do this as it would [silence] 

the mouths of such men as Rolette, & Dousman. Stambaugh -- it 

is reported was seeking your place while the co~~issioners were 

here. Norhing can injure you -- it is true -- but it is best 

to have the documentary evidence in addition to the expressed 

consent of the parties. 

I thanked the Major for his -view of the subject & should 

before the money was paid -- have the whole of the Indians 

present & let the t'leJO 10lrVer Bands officially renounce -- what 

had been before verbally stated in all former councils with 

them, & the five contiguous villages -- at the agency in in [slcJ 

the cours[e] of the last fifteen days. 

It being very cold & some Snow this day the several bands 

do not call for the 600 Bushels of corne nmv stored in the agency 

council House: This day has' been unpleasant throughout snow 

strong wind and Rain the first for some weeks. the River very 

,low & the fall rise retarded beyond & [?] [any] former year. 

Our Mail has not arrived from below Lake Pepin Antoine 

Pepin & his son were to see me this day on the subject of plans 

as Smiths for the Sioux -- they wish to go anywhere but the Foot 

of Lake Pepi n . 
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ng Oliver Rusceco -- as silli under Treaty of 

1837, & Oliver Cratte -- as do. under the treaty of 1830 

rema[i]ns but the vacancy for the two lower Bands. 

Not a day seems to pass but I get a hint from some of my 

. military fr[iJends that Samuel C . Stambaugh is endeavoring to 

supplant me in my office. Let him burn his fingers say I --
which he is sure to do should he have the affrontry to apply. 

this man of generBl noteriet;y h8ppens to stand not only 101'! 

at the Dept -- but equally so ~ath all honorable men. I 

furnished the Dept last fall with evidence sufficient & in his 

own hand writeing to fully develope his supposed insidious and 

shallow hearted designs. 

M onda;y: Dc t One hundred & Sixty four Bushels 

of Corn. 

1. ( 82 to Wabeshas Band ) 
( ) 

2. ( 82 to Red Wings band ) Part of Provisions 
( ) 

3. ( 96 Little crows Band ) for 1838. 
( ) 

4. ( 65 Black Dogs Band ) 
( . ) 

5. ( 70 Good Roads Band ) 
( ) 

6. (120 To Sixes Village ) 
( ) 

7 . ( 85 To Lake CB.lhoun ) 

The Lake Pepin Band of Sioux call & leave a note -- which 

is ldtnessed by the Agent & Interpreted for Six hundred dollars 

to H H Sibley agent of the Am F Cpy for that am[oun]t in goods 

to supply deficiencies in the annuity goods of the year & to 

cloth[eJ their small children -- which is to be p8id out of 
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Annuity for 1839 -- specie annuity of ~lO.OOO. 

We the Chiefs, and Head men of Wabeshas and the Red wing 

band of Medawakanton Sioux -- understanding- the views, and in-

terests of the parties concerned in the reservation of land 

granted to the United States -- and haveing no claims whatever 

to the sum of four thousand dollars to be paid therefor this 

day, and haveing had no interest in the arrangement of this 

matter at Washington when there in 1837 -- we therefore relin-

quish all right and title to any portion of the said $4.000 --

freely and without reserve to the five contiguous bands of Sioux 

near Fort Snelling -- they being alone entitled to receive the 

same. Done at the Agency at stpeters this 15th day of October 

1838. 

In presence of ) 
) 

S Whi tehorne ) Tah tape saah his X mark 

L[ieu Jt 5th Inf [antr]y 
) 
) Ech an Ka Kon his X mark 
) 

Lau Taliaferro ) \vah Kootaa his X mark 
) 

Ind[ia]n Agent ) Marcpeeah Nan zah his X mark 

stpeters 
) 

at ) 

S Campbell 

There was this day paid to the following Bands of Sioux 

$4.000 -- under Treaty of P~ke of 1805. principal and interest 

for the cession of as much land around Fort Snelling as the Pos 

require for public purposes. 

To Big Thunders Band ~850 

To Black Dogs Band 600 

To Peneteons Band 700 

To Le~[eJ Calhoun do $800 

To Sixes village 1.050 

18.50 
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Paid by Lt Whitehorne ) 
) 

Dis[trictJ Agent ) 

129. 

Total E'Jllt ,000. 

This sum settles all difficulties in future to the land and 

the use of fire wood & timber destroyed by the troops & even the 

traders. The Indians of course have nov" no just cause of COill-

plaint against the United States on this score. 

Watts She dahs Son died this day. had a coffin made and 

furnished grave clothes &c &_c~ _________ ------------Stpeters Agency Tuesday Oct 16th 1838 Watts She dah. 

receives the coffin & buries his son. 

\Alabeshas Band called at the office & said -- "we hope you 

~~ll do the best you can for us for this next year. this fall 

''\,\Te know you, cannot accomplish all our business. we have every 

confidence in you -- & ,'rhen we were at Washingt on after our 

Treaty was concluded we understood v~ were to return to your 

care. when we came up here 1"ith our people we found it ,:18.8 dif-

ferent from our expectations & for this iv8 felt ashamed -- we 

expected all our people to be together. 

The Agent replied -- My friends as your interest is the 

same wi th the other six villages of Medawaka.ntons & are parties 

to the same Treaty -- I know that for this reason as well as 

your ovm convenience -- that the next year will find you & your 

people reeattached [sic] to this Agency. It would [8eem] as 

things now stand & 1fill progress in the general affairs of the 

Sioux of the Lake in all time to come that you should all be 

together. 
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I have hinted this to the Com r of Indian f rs and r have 

no doubt but that he will comply with your wishes on the subject 

before next year or early in the winter -- you shall know his 

views 

The chief & head men of this Band propose to obtain their 

six hundred dollars here of Mr Sibley -- Mr S -- \-Irote me a 

letter at their request -- which gave just views. If they got 

their money at the Pra[iJrie their people would ~ whiskey & 

throw it away & their children would suffer. If paid here they 

could expend it in such things as would make them comfortable. 

I replied to Mr S -- & gave him no deci[d]ed opinion but 

left him [to] act in the matter as best suited the occasion. 

This Band not being as yet assigned to this Agency -- should he 

comply ~!th their request however it would be a charity -- for 

it ,..;ras true as to whiskey -- at the Pra[i Jrie -- & if they went' 

there to be paid it[s] loss was certain from this cause. 

r visited the Treaty Sh[o]p of 1830 -- & also the one just 

preparing under the Treaty of 1837 -- the latter will be in 

blast in four or five days 

I t to leave on the 24 for S[t]Louis and 

Washington City -- if not on that day on the 1 st of November 

haveing completed all the Annuity payments --'of goods & money 

for the reservation & Provisions as far as received under treaty 

of 1837 -- to the Seven Bands of Medawakanton who have by much 

pains on my part been render[e]d satisfied with things & to 

be content to await the final issue of the fulfilment of their 
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treaty stipulations till next year in peace & tranquility & to 

give no trouble. 

Things haveing been so long delayed & having gone so entire-

ly contrary to their expectations all summer that I have had a 

hard time of it. What my influence with these people may be is 

now at last duly seen -- felt & appreciated greatly by the Mili-

tary & respectable disinterested white persons around the Post 

The Chippewas are get[i]ing restless on the S[t]Croix as 

they have been long waiting for the receipt of their Annuity --

they are in considerable numbers & starveing -- as were the Sioux 

at One time this summer before Corn Season 

Wednesday Oct 17th The Chiefs & Head men of the Medawa-

kanton Sioux met this day in special council. Maj Plympton the 

comm[an]d[in]g officer being present by appointment The Chiefs 

spoke at length on the affairs of their people -- the arrangement 

with the government &c &c. 

When they called on us to Have certain remarks officially 

put upon paper for submission to the President pp which was duly 

recorded examined by the comdg officer read to the chiefs & 

officially signed by us. They ask for only $3.500 in provisions--

balance $2.000 to be paid in specie of the $5,000 -- $lO,OOO.in 

goods $10,000 in specie -- they also ask for the $5,000 reserved 

by the PreSident to be applied under his direction for beneficial 

objects -- such as may be usefull to the Ind[ia]ns all their 

requests except the $5,000 "in Stock funds' might be complied with. 
r F/" ;; ,~ 

lJf 'LCL-:;"'?~ I 

J N Nicolet & arrived at this Post their 2d 
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expedi tion in the Sioux country ''lest. called at the agency 

and passed the night with me. He has been successful & meets 

Lt Freemont at the Foot of Lake Pepin in four days. 

I called at the Smiths shop & gave orders in case of my 

Etbsence. The Shop at this Post under Treaty of 1837 is in 

Blast this enables all the Indians to be supplied & ""vork per-

form[e Jd & sent down to the lower Indians as it is found to be 

too late to erect a Shop for tl'...e lower SiOUX, & build a House 

for the Smith. The Shop will be put up this winter & the House 

but no contract with the Smith 

Snow fell seven inches -- last night 

& every appearance of an early and long cold winter . 

. Mr Nicolet asked all the news. He had heard of the course 

of the Commission[eJrs -- & of S C Stambaugh & of the disposition 

to traduce and vilify the Agent. He said III told you this last 

year -- You are too great a friend to the Indians, & you stick 

too close to the interest of the government to suit the times, 

You stand deservedly high with the government & your Indians 

love you -- Jealous speculators ~rlll try to ruin your fair fame 

you know I told you this -- therefore what I have heard since 

my return to this Post has not surprised me -- II HOi-lever let them 

do -- I shall speak truth & facts to the Sec[retarJy [of] War, 

Mr Poinsett -- you have to deal with MrHarris -- I have to do 

with Mr Poinsett. II You need fear nothing they will sustain and 

support you". 

This day the Indians trouble me much as to credits and dis-

position to trade for goods upon the strength of their near years 
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annui ty. I gave them my advice on the subject -- as followls 

!lyou have been pretty well supplied this fall. If you begin on 

your next years annui ty -- you will make IDlt partial distri bu-

tion of the goods & many of your people will go destitute --

this when you come to receive your next years money -- and your 

people expect to touch it -- when it will be withdrawn from 

your hands by your traders. This fact will dissatisfy your 

young men who look for their shares. You had better think well 

nefore you act in such a matter -- I know you better than you 

know yourselves. 

Note Mrs Perry came to the Post &~ states that as the 

lower Bands of Sioux were returning from their Annuity payment 

the[re] on the 17th the Band called Wabeshas attacked her cattle 

in presence of herself below the Stone Cave 3 1/2 or 4 miles 

from the Fort & killed 3 & wounded the 4th all from mischief-

as they left the cattle & trtired down the River without touch-

ing any of the meat. this looks bad & persons going on to the 

recently ceded territory are likely for a time & until the In-

dians become accustomed to their presence to receive injury --

from a certain jealous feeling after disposeing of these lands. 

The[y] witness the rapidity of improvements & the accumulation 

of property on lands so recently theirs that they seem ill dis-

posed to realize the depreciation of their hunting grounds 

we are to have in a C-ear or two more ~erious trouble 

The weather still cold freezeing 

& some falling of snow & occasional rain. 
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The old chief l-1.osomone iNho ed last month & was one [of] 

the Delegation to Washington -- His wife called to see me this 

day in much dis tres s "Ii th trw children. ing no goods to 

give I could only present her with Five dollars to buy some arti-

cles for her young ones. I have no public property at this 

a_ate on hBnd 

Charles Perry called to say the Sioux supposed [to be] the 

Crows Band -- had on Wednesday killed -- 2 cows one 3 old steer 

next sp[rJing -- One calf taken off -- one pig -- for his Father 

& mother below the cave. I find this evening that the Indians 

who killed Perrys cattle were one or two Indians from each of 

the lower Sioux bands -- 2 from Red wings & 3 of wabeshas people. 

The[y] will have to to [sic] pay 200 dollars for the offen[ce] 

out of their next years annuity. 

The Mail arrived this evening -- with letters orders &c &c 

There is a Steam Boat reported to be a few miles below this Post 

bound up ~- This [is] ood news by the Mail as it affords me a 

fine to be off for st Louis -- haveing completed 

all my business nearly -- and the Indians moveing off for the 

winter. 

A letter from Gov Dodge -- desiring me not to avail myself 

of the furlough granted from the 15 of October -- but to remain 

at my station until the goods mone~ &c &c ",ere paid to the 

Indians. This has been effected --. The good.s $4.000 in money 

& 600 bushels of corn all that has come has been disposed o~ 

There remains the flour & Pork to give out should it arrive in 

the expected Boat below -- with the Chippewa goods. this will 
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be attended to also in proper 

I had fully determined not to quit my Post until all 

stipulations had been fairly fulfilled with my Indians. as 1 

as ther[eJ 'V;ras doubt or dp.nger 

knO'YT my duty & will perform it 

tions • 

I have held to my Post. I 

at all times & in all si 

. One other Letter from Gov Dodge acknowledg [in]g the receipt 

of all my annual reports for the year -- School -- Mission --

returns Abstracts Estimates &c &c 

A letter from Col R M Johnson enclosing one from C A Harris 
. r Ex Com In[d] affairs No funds to send Sioux & Chippe[wa] to 

Aca6.emy 

L[i]eut Whitehorne at the Agency unt[i]l 9 ocl[oc]k PM 

conversing on official business -- & the course of the late U S 

C omrni s si one rs the Trusteeship of S C Stambaugh -- for $5750 

for certain half Breeds -- this without Bonds or liabilities 

of any kind to them more of this some day_ I objected to this 

arrangement & the commissioners were determined to place the 

funds in his hands right or ",Trong -- when they were told it would 

be ~~ong to do so. 

Saturday Oct 20t Letters to gove[rnor] Dodge __ 1 st 

'enclosing contracts with Oliver Rusceco, [Rossice, Racciott, 

RaCicot, Resico, Rosseau, Russicot] & Laundres, Charles Black 

smith nominating them to the Dept. 

Requisitions for the year 1839 for treaty stipul[at]ions for 

the Sioux p[e]r treaty of Sept 29, 1837. 2d Letter relative to 
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location of shop below the Lake Pepin -- and enclosing remarks 

& Decisions of the chiefs at annuity payment Oct 17th 1838. 

The Gibsex Steamer is the Boat comeing up. She had to dis-

charge a considerable lot of her cargo at the Entry of the River 
t S Croix. She may arrive this day with the balance. Flour corn 

& Pork on board for the Sioux to complete the issue of $5500 due 

them as far as practicable. 

Iron delivered 

o Cratte Treaty Smith 1830 -- 4 Bars Iron 4 doz[en] files 

1. Broad. 2 Bars Slate 

11 Rods Iron, -- one axe 

1 Small saw. 

0 Rusceco -- Treaty Smith 1837. 4 Bars Bar Iron 

Remains ) 4 doz large files 
) 

4 chain Rod Irons ) 1/2 small do 
) 

8 doz files assorted ) 1/4 do do 
) 

12 german steele ) 4 bars steele 
) 

12 cast steele ) 11 Bars Rod Iron 
) 

4 Plough ) 2 Cha[i]n R[od] iron 
) 

2 \-7i re -- 4 sheet Iron ) 1/4 Borax 

\vah rna dee Koc moko -- a Wahpaakoota Sioux called at the 

agency and handed A Box of Quick silver -- which had [been] found 

in the Road on the Plain. I readily suppo[sed] that it belonged 

------- who had passed that route returning to this 

Post last vleek & th.9.t it must belong to his apparatus & scien-

tific fixtures I detained it & wrote a note by the Indian to 

Mr N[icollet] Who is at sent at Mr Si bl Mf Joseph La-
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se calli in today on offici einess to his annual 

license. I handed the wooden Jar -- to him to take across the 

8[t]Pepers to Mr S[ibley] for Mr N[icollet] 

St Peters 21 Oct 1838 

L
IS 8us[h] 1B1s iBls t4mount 

els 
flour corn ~ork S, t Folls Cts 

, 
I I 

1 Tah tape saah 65 132 2 I 4 IPart of 
i , 

2 Marc pee ah Mah zah 65 132 2 4 10f $.5.50 

3 Wakon Tunkah I 85 151 3 3 I Balance 

j:;;;1500 & 4 Mah zah hoh tah 45 105 2 3 1--

5 Tah chunk wash taa 50 115 2 3 I for l 

6 Shakopee 110 210 3 5 Next ye 

7 Koc moc ko 80 145 3 4 1839. 

This di vi s1.on was made by me this day for the guidance of 

Lieut S vfuitehorne in the issue· to the Band 

The Gipsey Steamer arriveing this day -- brings up all the . 
Chippewa goods. The ~4750 is ready now for them also their 

Provisions. 

I advised MrVenlyard agent for the chippei"ras to charr'ter 

the Gipsy (as the seas on was late & cold,) to take the st ores at 

almost any price to the Ee3d of Lake StCroix -- ifnno further & 

amt 

o --

over 

ar 

collect the out standing chippewas and pay them by all means 

their goods and money before the Ice makes -- which 10 days more 

may bring about -- & prevent thereafter the fulfilment of the 

Treaty stinulations wi th them unt,il next year -- which would prove 
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unusually severe upon the Chippe'V'ms &: exces[s vely injurious 

to the government -- a the country. 

I addressed a note to the Rev A Bronson asking if he had 

in his possession the paper containing the communication he made 

& cro sed to be published touching the occurrences in the fore-

part of August relating to the Sioux & Chippewa tragedy -- at 

this Post -- also as to supposed or implied opinions on the views 

& feelings of the Sioux of this Agency at & after that period.--

as his communication had eliCited considerable remark & observa-

tions on its contents by some who had read it as well as by 

others who had not &c 

I sent James Thompson this evening at 1/2 past 8 oclk to the 

S[teamJ Boat Gipsy with my note to the Revd gentleman. 

His Mr Bronsons reply came & it was -- That IIhe had the paper 

when he left Galena -- but he could not this night find -- but 

when or if found he would send.i t ,'IIi th pleasure &[c J. 

A large number of Canadians -- got drunk at the Gipsy Steamer, 
t & fought a Royal Battle on the S Peters like so many wolves --

Indians looking on & amuseing themselves. 

The Steamer Gi bsey leaves for "Tour de 

pier h 25 miles belo~, for the Balance of provisions left yeater-

day on the night before the last at a Sand Bar When she returns 

the Indians will receive their Flour, Pork, Corn, and Salt. 

Weather cold and threatening snow again. 

Tremendous job -- Hauling 5, or 800 Barrels of Flour, Pork 

Salt, & corn from the Fort Landi Hill, & through 
------~----~~~--~--

deep sand to the Agency. $35- paid B F Baker --' for support of 
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Nancy Eastman $22 d [sicJ J D evens & Tuition 

of N[ancy] Eastman ~57- advance as her Trustee $35 for Eliza-

beth Williams to Benj[aminJ F Baker 

The Chief Shako pee sold 3 Bls of flour for $30. The Good 

Road chief -- 2 for $20. both to J B Farribault I advi sed. the 

chiefs to store their provisions & sell none as they would want 

it before the spring. We are consulting on the ways & means to 

get the Steam Boat to go on the S t CrOix ifiL th the Annui t [i ]es for 

the chippevJas -- as no transportation can [be] had at this Post --

we should pay almost any price to tempt the S[team] Boat Gipsy to 

run up the Lake. If it were my case & similarly situated and so 

much depending on the fulfilment of the Treaty with them -- I 

would charter a Boat at $500 even. 

day 23d Oct We (L[i]eut Whiteho[rJne Mil[itary] 

Dis[trict] Agent) made distribution of the Flour Pork salt & corn 

to the neads of villages under the Treaty of Sept 29th 1837. The 

Stesmer Gipsy arri ved at I oc [loc]k P M wi th the residue of the 

Provisions -- & also all which cam [e ] due the Chippewa.s -- fini sh-

ing in full all my duties under treaty stipulations as far as 

receiv[e]d this fall & up to this date. It iflas proposed by Mr 

M M Vinegard to charter the Boat to go up the Lake StCroix -- & 

succeected at $450 -- much more being d.emanded -- for the service 

as the season was far advanced & the weather cold. I approved 

of the' charter -- & vlOuld have done so even at a much higher price 

as it is indispensible to satisfy the Chippewas 

cordingly load[ed] for the S[t]Croix. 

The Boat is ac-

The Sioux of Lake Pepin & Wabeshas Band are made to pay .$ 10 

Barrels of flour for killing 4 Read of cattle for Mrs Perry near 

rl 
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Snelling 

bad feel [i ]ng 

This for an example & to check s abuses & 

I also agreed to have ~ 118 Barrels & 40 Sacks ship[p]ed 

to the two lower bands -- 10 Barrels of flour sold for $100 to 

pay the freight on these provisions which the Boat is to drop 

at the rHssi on at Lake Pepin & at Wah koota belovl Lake Pepin 

for Wabeshas Band. Provisions & men taken on board to put up 

a Sho'D for the Lower Sioux near 

Encampment. II 

st Peters 24 Oct 1838 

at or near the IIGrand 

I turned over the keys 

of the Agency to 1>1aj Plympton & a letter & memorandum of the con-

di tion of the office & establishment generally. I then left in 

the Gipsy Steamer for the st Croix to see the Chippewas & aid the 

Agent in any matter which vlOuld be calculated to facilitate him 

in his -- payment of his people. Mr Baylis special 'agent took 

the Money in charge for payment -- goods & other stores for the 

Indians now -- on the S[t]Croix. 

lef[t] S[tJPeters early but we only proceed[ed] for 8 miles 

when the wind ble't..r so violently as to produce an egress impas-

sable from among or out of the many sand bars in the River 

remain[ed] this night in tedious suspense. 

I paid *:230 to sutlers therCeJ. I could not owe so much. 

~UrSday The wind kept us until a late hour this 

morni[n]g at our moorings -- at length we start -- stoep] a short 

time at the IISioux Mission ll at Little Crows Village -- The Rev 

Bronson. 

This is one of my Agricultural establishments for the Sioux --

Thomas W Pope farmer. 
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proceed ] to II ne river" -- being short of Pro-

visions we got 3 Qrs of Beef from Mr Mooer. evening we are on 

sand bars near the Entry of the River B[t]Croix. 

Pa.ssengers to the B[t]Croix -- M M Venegard Agent Doct 

J. I. B. ''fright U B.A. under orders for B[t]Louis -- Mr Baylis 

eci8~ agent -- i'-:essrs. Fouciere & Ait n of the AmLeric8.n] 

F[ur] C[om]p[an]y -- Rev Mr Bronson -- P Quin Interpreter M 

MCleod -- M Beligue of France -- & several others 

I found several Sioux Indians at the Pine Bend old village --

old Peandetah -- requested me not to forget to supply him (a (phy-

sician) ~~th certain medicines next spring. I promised him to 

fulfil all he desi red. He hoped I would & further hopes I "laS 

not deceiv[i ]ng him & ,",ould in truth remember his requests. In 

plain language -- He hoped I \-.Tould not lie to him -- but do as 

he requested. our Boat grounded in the MiSSissippi until night 

when [we] got off enter[eJd the StCrOiX & remained over night at 

the Landing near Moriguns residence -- at the entry of StCroix --

we procured but a few rails for fuel. - -
Friday 26 Oct 1838. we got off this morning about 7 

Oclk heavy fog in passing up the Lake the Boat grounded at 

the New T01.om of BtainbaughVille as "1 t is called barren miser-

able spot. off at 10. pass up to the Head of the Lake. w'e see 

the smoke of the Chippewa Encampment. at 1/2 pa[sJt 1. P M we 

are saluted by a squad of the most miserable looking objects in 

the shape of mortals -- we land and are met by the chiefs & head 

men -- composed of Indians from SvJ"an River -- Sandy Lake, Mille 
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, Snake River, StCroix &c &c -- much pleased to see us. 

I aid Mr Venega~d with his accounts foods &c &0. A number 

of white persons meet us -- who are residing at the Falls of 

st Croix. 

I procure[dJ a Bark Canoe & two paddlers for $10. of a 

Chippe,\om Indian -- for my ol-°m use. There is no wood to be had 

anywhere on Lake st Croix. the whole Coas[tJ looks as a barren 

waste of Hills -- no eligible spots This Lake [isJ from 32 to 

36 miles long -- & one & one & aha1f miles wide in fact it 

is no Lake -- only the River free of Islands -- we pass the night 

after Lan"ding freight for the Chippewas -- *,450 paid by Requisi-

tion on Major E A Hitchcock. The chippewa chiefs generally called 

to bid me farewell &c 

st Croix Saturday Oct 27th At 6 oc1k A m we make ste8~ 

& bid our chippevJa & whi te fr[i Jends farev!el1 and pass down Lake 

st Croix bound with stores for Red Wing and Ylabeshas Bands of 

Sioux above & below Lake Pepin. after procureing some rails at 

a house at the entry of the River or Lake StCroix -- we left for 

the village & Nission of the Red Wing -- Band of Sioux ,,,here we 

arrived at 4 oc1k P M & discharged 55 Barrels flour 4 Barrels 

Sal t 24 Pork and 20 twenty sacks of Corn the proportion due the 

band. I visit the Revd Mr Denton & family and explain to him 

the am[ounh of provisions & for "'That. 

The Chiefs Wah koota & Marcpeeah Mahzah and near 200 of their 

people present. 

After landing the articles named & delivering the Same to 

the Chiefs -- our Boat put off to pass Lake Pepin for Wah koota 
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the foot of the Lake Vlnere I am to deliver provisi ons to 

Wabeshas Band. Through Lake Pepin at 1/2 past 9. P M Land 

near 1'lahcoota at Rocques the Provisions for Wabeshas Band. 

Corn 20 Sacks Flour 55 Barrels 

Salt 5 do 

Pork 2 do 

Deliver[e]d 11 [at] night 62 Barrels to D Campbell Jr This 

completes the delivery to all the Bands.-- Deducting 12 Barrels 

sold for freight Sanction[e]d by the Indians -- 10 Barrels de-

ducted at stpeters to pay Mrs Perry for 4 head of cattle killed 

by Red Wings Band 2 Barrels of Pork & 2 of flour delivered for 

him to Mr Brown who is here to erect a smiths shop & House for 

LOYler Sioux -- I select the spot for both. 

Sunday After selecting a spot 2 1/2 miles below 

Lake Pepin for the residence of the Smith & his assistant -- & 

near but above the IIGr and Encampment ll & sent Mr Bro'ttm to work --

leaving provisions &c for him -- and selecting a place 6GG Acres 

of the Half Breed Sioux at & on the "Grand Encampment ll in sight 

of my Daughter -- L -- now at the Mission School at Lake 

Harriet near Fort Snelling -- & also placing the Indian provis-

ions delivered to the Lower Sioux in charge of the. two Mr Camp-

bells -- The Steam Boat left for Pra[iJrie du Chien. 

Below the IIMountain in the Water-Ii we over1:::o0k Mr Nicolet wi 

his scienfific exploring party in a Bctrge vti th 6 men -- Mr Frem 

of Engineers -- Mr Flandiss Yaeger &c &c 

have a word wi th them as I wished. 

We proceed to IIprar[i]e de La Cross" 

we could not hail or 

when night comeing 
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on & er difficult to pass wi th safe we stop for the 

night. Here I met Indians & informed them that I was just from 

Pepin and they would find their Provisions in the hands of 

the other Indians of their Band -- but were placed in care of 

Mr D Campbell until the whole should arrive on their wintering 

That I was on my way to PraLi]rie du chien to report 

to gov[ernorJ Dodge the result of all their business. The 

Shop on the half breed lands -- reasons for consenting to let 

it be built there &c &c -- Chippev-la Affairs & the concerns 

of the Sioux. Pass[ed] the night in get[ti]ng wood & --

Monday Oct 29 th 1 The Boat leaves for the Pra[i]rie 

once more -- my letters papers &c arranged for delivery at the 

Pra[i]rie pass Some few canoes of Sioux bound up to Lake Pepin. 

At 7 ock[oc]k reach Fort Crawford -- place my letters & 

reports in the Post office for His Excellency Gov Dcidge. He[re] 

we find the U S. Commission[er]s on Winnebago claims -- payments 

of Debts -- Half Breeds &c. 

Genl L Ca'11son & family & general Murray 1-Ti th 1Yrr Featnerstone-

baugh lOtS Secretary & hi s 1,;rife take pas sage with us in the Gipsy. 

Thos Boyd, the agent called on me and Stated that the com-

mission[e]rs had treated him with no courtesy whatever -- & had 

not properly discharged their duty· on the half breed claims. 

Funds not being in hand -- a Mr Broad Head of Phil[adelphia] 

"Iho came on to the the [sic] commissioners had purchased up 

the Half breeds certificates at a heavy discount -- & had made 

some ~·30 or 40,000 out of the ignorant. I listened to the Agent 

--,~ 
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& -- rnere a8J:~ed if" he eyed s ovm in-

structions fully which he had from the comr of" Ind[iaJn Affairs 

If -- there would be no difficulty as to -- the 

comrs could account for themselves. He replied he r~d required 

official papers in all matters requiring his aid or attention 

to ] or upon the com~ission -- &c -- He cOffiplained of the 

commission for consulting tra.ders & interested persons in all 

tel's concerning their mission -- & slighting agent & pay-

ing nocourtesy to him i."lr.:.atever &c &c 

I merely remarked to this last charge that such l'1-B.d been 

the course adopted by one of the commissioners at my Post under 

the Sioux treaty (Genl Ewing) but that I had still more attention 

to all calls and ha_d given my influence to foriV"ard their busi-

ness wright or l'Jrong. my course had put them to shame & if I 

might give an opinion -- as the comIJissioners alone are respon-

sible for their acts -- It would have been best to say nothing 

but to have discharged his 01'!il duty -- & then to have Bddres§sd 

the Dept -- if eXDedient afterwards 

,,'e leave for Galena -- pass cassville 

arrive at 7 ock[oc]k P M B.t Galena. 

He ere] I learn that my· friend Porter hB_sbbeen elected Gov. 

Pennsylvan[i]a by a majority of6 or 7000. Good news. ----
CalIon the Editor of the Gazette f"or Mr i3unsons letter on 

the Sioux & chippewas affair of" the 3d of August -- it could not 

be found:--

I "frote from this place to Gov Dodge notifying him that I 

had left the~~ of the agency at st Peters -- on my leave of 

the 15th of Oct past -- I do not write to st Peters at this time 

J 



we leave at 4 oc a m. for Set] Louis 

hm-lever the sinking of the IIGov Dodge" II Irene" Rolla Sci-

ence are truly announced -- on the Rock River RaDids. 

we find the Palmyra 1'li tt. Pumps rigid [? J & going to raise her. All 

her passengers are taken [onJ the Gipsy our little Boat 

evenson & Davenport we take ~o Dc~ccen~[olrc mora which v _.~ U L' -c '-'..J "-' J.-U V 

crm\rds us excessively. on the RaDicis we meet the "Ariel" Capt 

Lyon bound to st Peters and perhaps not f\J..rthe!' than Pra[i]rie 

du Chien. 

This .aoat may bring do1'm 1-1 N;Lcolet & his party -- v!hen I 

pass above Prarie du chien. 

Capt Lyon hailed & asked me if Ro-oenson at the StCroix had 

heard any thing of the $4.000 in Silver taken out of his Boat 

& Rocques -- the proDerty of K MCKenzie. -- I reDlied he had 

not as yet gotten a clue to the t~eft.--

we lay all night oJ the Palmyra -- Sending down the keel 

Boat with Lead. 

we take in 11rs MCArthup -- Sister 

of Gov. Dod[g]e & several other passengers -- Mr Engle & others --

from the Iowa Side. 

Arrived. at lLurlington at night ...:..- too late hm\rever to call 

upon the Gove [I' Jnor of Iovia -- (Luca-s"'1 Savr 1.1:1" Vanantvlerp. J ----
William s & the Secreta~y 1-11" ComJaY bad left one for Nadinn the 

other for S[tJLouiS on official busin[e]ss. 

I here fell in vti th }]Tsons vTho informed me t:C:a t on Honday 

last a rencontre in the Street between Mr Rhorer & Jacobs --

in which 1·1r J. fell by a Pistol shot froID Rhorer. I' M Jacobs had 

just been interred a few hours before on this day. 
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cabin passengers & no to Bleen 

prevent[s] us from from [sic] reaching the Ranids of Des moines 

The "Pavillion" overtakes us this morning 

in a fog -- & come s too near us. at 10 a. m 'He Start again --

but we are stoping every two or t~ree minutes -- for the ~ists 

which envelope us. 

we finally reach the Rapids & Send the Keels on & pass down 

touching the Rocks twice and land at Keokuck. not So with the Keels 

these Stick on the lower chain which detains us for the night. 

Here I found on board the Pavil[l]ion as had been nredicted the 

$100.000 -- Sent up to Prarie du chien byHaj Hitchcock for the 

winnebago half Breeds on the Po tion -- now returning on the land 

in charge of L[i]e[u]t McKisick -- the Selme having been paid by 

a Mr Brodhead of Philadelphia. 

( I anticipate Some difficulty in the paym[en]t of this Sum 
( 
(into his hands -- as he speculated pretty heavily on the half 
( 
(breeds in the absence of this fund. -- I Dresume not'to say ( -

(if under all the circumstances the transaction can be fully 
( 
(anproved. Speculation rages & advantages are daily taken ( -
(& the ignorant gulled. 

~da;; 3 ~ After regaining our Keels we lee.ve the 

foot of the Ranids of Des moin[e]s for StLouis full of lead 

and passengers -- of every hue & discription. The Pavillions Keel 

not so fortunate -- both on the Rapids. Some little rain this 

morn[i]ng. 'He finally regain our paggage which had been Lost do~m 

on a Keel & leave Keokuck. 

I learn by a passenger that Gov Lucas had made a requisition 

upon J. M. Street Indian Agent to have certain Sac Indians delivered 
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up for the murder of a Gentleman of the Christian persuasion 

"Tho passed on to the Red cedar of I0\1a -- either on a visit 

to Indians or with speculation views. s found him 

an intruder or rather supposed him so -- & Killed him -- His 

family when at 3urlingt on & $200 ,,;ras contributed to take her home 

to her friends. 

vJe pass \'larsavl -- Tally & other small tovms -- above Louisi-

anna and stop for the ni +-u -- & fog dense. 

Sunday 4th Pass Louisianna Clarksville this morning 

During the night in starting -- got a ground & broke the cord of 

the safety valve vihich endanger[e]d the lives of over 150 or 200 

persons. 

lviet the "i3urlington ll Steamer. Capt I. ThrocY..morton a fev: 

miles belOlv Clarksville bound as far as the L01,Jer RaDids of the 

Des moins of the Mississippi 

From the passengers vle learn the Ohio to be very 1m., only 

Inches in the channel. an over land trip to Pittsburgh 

be severe on me not very well & no change of taking Baggage 

the stage thro[ugh] Illinois -- Indianna -- Ohio &c &c 

The Mississippi is at this date extremely low also. come too 

at little & remain this night -- as difficulties 

are apprehended at the mouth of the Illinois. The Pavilion over 

hm-.rks us & corne s too al so. 
h 

SO:Tle rain 

we pass the Illinois River -- & 

Grafton B. small to':Tn laid off near its mouth -- DB.SS Portage de s 

Sioux & Stop a fe,,! minutes at Alton -- v.'::ic1: seerr:6 at a sta:1d 

as to improvements 

The Stove Pipe of the Ladies Cabin tf'.kes fire & and a Scene 

J 
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s ce -- t ~en run for it -- & little 

thought of the belfrey or the Ladies -- 25 or 30 in the Ladies 

b & 105 in the gentlemens do. we nut out the soot & all is 

over by closing up the Doors & preventing the Draught of wind 

but this "!as a hard matter as all itlere pressing to pass & repass. 

Pass confluence of the Missouri & Miss. at 11. oc[lock] 

A M pass the Science a wreck 

Arrive safely at st Louis at 1. P M -- write a letter to 

Mrs T -- & it goes off on Tomorrow to Bedford 
~---.-~ 

Tuesday 6-- Remained over night on board the Gipsy. 

this morning hand in my accounts & papers to Maj E a Hitchcock 

also letters and accounts of L[i] eut 'l'fni tehorne. No Baets from 

the Ohio & the River reported low. 

Wednesday Steh [stay?] in Set] Louis & prevailed on to 

wait for B08.t s from the ohio. Sno"J & rein all 6.e.y as ye sterday. 

The Roads Said to be very bad and several stage accidents on the 

route from Louisville to Vincenes. 

Thursday Nov. 8~ 183 Received an order dated Oct 26 th 

from the Comr of Indian Affairs Han T Hartley Crawford to re-

port to His excellency gov. Robert Lucas of Iowa Territory -- in 

1JJhich Territory is my Agency Situated .-- this order \;Jas expected 

News of the Adveniure S[team] Boat from the ohio -- some 

hundred assen~ers waiting 

Friday Prepare certain papers relation to Treaty 

Stipulat[io]ns for 1839, with the Sioux. I hear that the Commis-

sian le,te to Sioux -- W L D Erring, & S C Stambaugh -- ru3.d on 

their i.-JaY d6"m the Mississippi at the close of October -- & on 
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1 -- CO!1coctec a for 8i-

dent -- doubtless naming that pink of morality SCS -- to succeed 

to my n one word however when I reach wa&~ington and 

these Sli2:ht of hand fello,\,1s "Jill begglad to hide their rascality 

from the indignant community. 

Report officially to Gov Lucas for his 

orders & instructions -- under the direction of the Dept of the 

26th of October -- name by being on furlough for 2 months by 

authority of Gov. Dodge & my return to the Agency again -- on 

remain in StLouis until the date 

S. B. Malton Melton arrives from the ohio -- take my baggage on 

board for Louisveter [?] 

Leave in the Melton & in two days reach Paduca here 

take another Boat & reach-Louisville in 4 days -- theCnJ the 

Relie.nce for "/heeling -- 5 days -- then in the Beaver for Pi tts-

burgh -- 1 1/ day s Then to Bedford where I 

For the year 1839J-- Continued after an interval of a few 

months ----- The Steam[er] Ariel Cant Lyon reached this 

Post with Stores for the Am Fur Cpy 

20 Barrels of Whiskey ldere shiped at Prairie du Chien by 

H. L. Dousman of the am Fur Company for Joseph R Brown near the 

Lake st croix last winter Mr 3rown was at the Prairie and brought 

up himself 4 or 5 Barrlls 

Here begins vl11at was cmticipa ted when the Sioux relinquished 

their lands to the U States East of the Mississippi. 
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- Continued after an interval of a few months. 

Steam[erJ Ariel Capt Lyon reached this Post 

with Stores for the Am Fur Cpy 

20 Barrels of Whiskey were shiped at Prairie du Chien by H. L. 

Dousman of the am Fur Company fDr Joseph R Brown near the Lake St 
~ r' 

croix 1st winter M Brown was at the Prarie and brought up himself 
~ 

4 or 5 Barrlls 

Here begins what was anticipated when the Sioux relinquished 

their lands to the U States East of the Mississippi. 
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S-::;eam B08.t Gipsey -- Capt Grey arrived Bringing 

the Rev Mr gear chaplain to this Post & his family...-- -- Some 

Stores for the Qr ster & others. Letters & papers not sent 

by this Boat no interest t&ken at t~e P. office in any matter 

concerning this Post. 

Tns Steam 30at E8yetee -- (no rLast;er) arriveci 

at this Post after a s from S[tJLouis -- a Door 

concern. The Letlers Stores in tr2,ns[iJt brou§:ht up -- and. SO;[1e 

articles for the hired men of thes Agency. 

The st Croix Lumber Compani[e]s on board with their Storet. 

Considerable rain & the two ;Rivers on the 

rise evening clear the Boat discharges her cargo -- & leaves 

at night for the Falls of st Croix -- with a Set of clever men 

destined for the timDer lands on the st Croix 

I 1\'8.S much nleased vTi th the st Croix lumber conmanies 

all Eastern men of charracter and capacity for business -- may 

all cuccess attend their efforts. 

14th The Chiefs & head men of the Sioux 

begin to come in. Letter to Gov. Lucas -- reporting the Killing 

of One woman on Birch wood River of the Red cedar near the Des 

moins -- & one other taken prisoner by a hunting party of 8 Fox 

Indians about the last of the Moon in March. 

From the 14 to this date I have been en-

grossed with my offic[iJ al papers -- receiving visits of Indians 

and all head men in the Agency -- Also -- replying to the Rev. A 
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in -- on Schools 

bringing to the notice of the 

necessi an Assylum for Sioux 

located near Fort Snelling -- $5.000. 

t apart in the Treaty of Sept 29] 1837. 

iefs to Se in t~eir ro s of Sticks 

men -- women & children in anticipation of the 

nt for 1839. 

Steam Boat Glaucus Caot P Atchison arrived this day from 

S Louis. 

j Stuart P M. U S army passenger to pay the troops. 

Capt Lynde & family -- Er HO~Dson & his -- a package from 

Gov. Lucas -- enclosing addit[io]nal requesting for payment of 

Annuities & a neW bonus to be given the State for $20.000 

Letters Sent in reply -- also one to Gov Lucas on the Fox murder 

of a Sioux \'Wi;Wn on the Birch wood River of tne Red cedar. 

Maj Stu8.rt vIaS entrusted v!i th my bond v!i th my Signature 
'1 

& to ask Kenneth f,:cKe1y & P Choteau to oecome my Securities & 

when execute~ to reammit it to Gov Lucas. 

The Glaucus lift -- with a -=-=,,-=--=--=-c::... to grs T. 

I find this day that vThiskey was 

in the Glanus for D. Farri~ault perhe.ps only in his ne.me --

but for some other De~son a little time will determine 

The 1,{c~iskey \o[as not Dermitted to be landed on the "Jest bank 

of the Mississippi 

The Little cro'ws people Killed a large breeding SO"l'! -- East 

for He reDo::cteQ t:.e fact to me i:Tr:.iskey 1fTill produce some thing 

more Serious. 
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The Men left the Fort last night and 

of course got whiskey got drunk and "jere mutinous -- & the 

house filled -- threats to Kill officers &c &c 

It is Said Indians give the Soldiers liquor -- if So, the 

Sioux are more temperate than most Indians t y nerally love-

article too mucJh to cast '1:1 

got $80. for one gallon rgt Mann. Several Indians 

at Agency this DE.y. 

An explan2.tory letter to Gov. Lucas on the 

Contra[c]ts enter[e]d into without special authority by the 

Agent -- not ti8e to consult the Dept the funds being absolutely 

requisite to keen friendly feelings vIi th tDe Ind.ians. 

A letter recd from the Revd T W Pone - declining (from no 

snecial reason stated) to rem2.in as Farmer for the Little Crows - , 

village 

The Chief had nreviously arrived & asked if I reed a letter 

from Mr P. relation to his breaking up his school. Replying in 

the negative -- He then Said. in presence of his people that He 

was sorry for the occurrence & hoped Mr Pope would not leave 

them ~- 2.S he W2.S sure they could not get another man -- who 

would do as ~1ell for them -- trl8.t he wa.s a D.E..rd working and a 

good. man. 

The Agent replied by SHying -- III em grateful my friend to 

hear you speak thus of Mr Pone -- I vlill 'Vlri t e to him & beg him 

j 
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to look over t may have taken place & rema as your Farmer 

at the village. Srill.ll I v!ri te that if he rem2_ins & your people 

will and protect him from insults. 

Answer Yes -- write & I will take the letter and tell 

him so -- that we will not Dermit him to be molested if he will 

stay & attend to our business. 

I wrote fully accordingly -- Mr Campbell the Interpreter 

called & Said -- Sir -- I have news for you --

Popes letter. Good authority Says -- that Alex Farri·oault r'lB.s 

bribed the chief & his people for One Barrel of whiskey -- to 

cau se l-1r PODe to leave that he may get the l-1i ssion house and the 

farming for the Indians D Farribault & A F had 6 3arrels of 

whiskey landed at the cave from the Glauces S[team]~30at -- her 

last trin. 

It appears the t vJhiskey is to be the lever in the he.nds of 

Half breeds to coerce the Agent through the Indians to give up 
L 

into their hand- the a:rfairs of the treatie to the end that they 

may the more effectually Strip the poor creatur[e5s of all the 

benefits of their treaty Stipulations '-lith the government. Kno\-',f-

ing theincapa.ci ty of Said h2.1f Dreeds -- and 1-mnt of industry 

integrity or Sobriety. I must however Shield the Indians from 
" 

their instiyated infid 
'.._) 

It is a thous2"nd Et-i-rne-s] -bet-t-ep for 

all parties this feeling, and state of things should really 

exsist. 
---~-------------------S t Peters. Saturday 25 th 1-1ay 1839 Weather ouite cool 

for the Season -- River hiyh 

The Six chief 
Eagle Head ~ called at the office this morning. The 

Chiefs snoke feelingly unon t~e affairs of his neoDle. He had 
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said but tile trutr" to tell. 3 more audi tional names were only 

to to the list of last year 

Viz N. iL feiLi1y 

Fatah - tah wah . 6 

Oke pee Kee ah 5 

E1 hahn - uu tah . 2 

The chief further said -- ",'I18tever id::"r fello\lls may Bey of 

I only feel ashamea. of tl'em. I knOi/l you) ana. yo·t1r efforts to 

serve our nation all honest and good men knov; this as "\-1811 as I 

do 

Excuse me for naming any thing to you of thiB kind -- it 

comes into my mind & I merely sneak of it paying no attention to 

birds. 

zah hoh te.h DeleEated Chief of his Fathers Band called 

at the office this day "rith severa.l principle men -- & nanaeQ me 

a letter from Mr H H Sibley) nominating at their request Louis 

'U t' C d' f F f t" w ~ ~ 6 th 1 2d l'lar 1.n a ana 1.an "or armer or Le 1.r .uanQ unQer cairn. 

art Treaty of Sept 29, 1837. 

Reply of the agent my dear Sir -- Your favour of this 

date by the chief of Black Dogs band -- nominating at their request 

Louis :rt.artin for the office of farmer for their villa[g]e has been 

rece[i]ved. 

I regret that A regulation of the Department forbids the em-
in the Indian country --

ployment of foreigners!\-- Hhen citizens of the U States -- Qualify 

for the station referred to can be had otherw"ise the application 

of Louis Martin would be favorably considered. 

with respect & esteem 

H H $ibl[e]y E Your obt sevt 

ew" Hope Law Te.liaf 
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strom calleCL at office & re ts the 108s of 

a Bark canoe -- that he ,,;rent to little crOvlS Village and found 

it in possession of Sister of the tler -- they refused -----------------------to deliver it up imless 1 1/2 y[ar]ds of Strand was paid for it. 

To be attended to & reported on Monday. The Coldiers 

The Chief Esetah Kenbah --, & people of the Susseeton Sioux 

arrived from Traverse des Sioux & called at office this night. 

The fact may seem strange -- but never thel[e]ss too true --

that for 20 years & particularly within the last 15, when highly 

respectable Chiefs call at the Agency whether far or near -- the 

Government has yet never furnished accommodations for a single 

night -- but those have been fed, & lodged in the homes of the 

agent & tDe Interpreter at their O\'Jn cost, & gr[e]E:.t inconvenience 

and even annoyance -- not a mB.n al[l]mved to go of Csic] err8.nds 

make fires or to aid the a~ent in a Single unuleasant office. 
~ ~" 

$10.000 was allowed H R Schoolcraft for his comfort & princely 

" "- "ld" 1 -'- th S lt ~ stIr" h convenlence -- In OUl lng a pa ace aL _e au ae ~arle -- w_o 

now under the authority of the Dent snends his summers at Hacinac 

& his vlinters in Detroit, -- \'lhile the regulations nail other 

agents to their agencies The excuse is actg· sup[e]r[intenden]t 

of Michigan -- when his beautitul treaties of economy have nailed 

the tribes to the State for ages 

One fourth less expense than any other, has this agency been 

conducted, -- & the more I curtB.il exnenses -- the more I have been 

curtailed, this is considered truly ungenerous in the DeD8rtffient --

facts are on file. 
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l~o of rtance tran ired 8 

rainy day Cannadians -- & soldiers "Jere drunk near the ncy last 

Indians if drunk -- as yet ep aloof. I \\'arte an ada.re 8S 

to thettwo territories on the present state of this country as to 

whiskey -- & what the frontier may soon experience if not checked 

or davin 

Some appearance of rain again this 

morning -- cold, & unple[asa]nt for the season. At 10 oclk this 

day -- on Pilot Knob - alias Mt Sangeanked 250 of the susseton band 

of Traverse des Sioux arrived -- formed SCluadron & came in Drums 

ating -- Flags flying &c &c Those mounted looked well. 

Traverse des Sioux 150 miles UD the st Peters -- is a neck 

land more than half surrounded by the River -- here a short 

saves to weary travelers some 10 or 15 miles 

The Draves are to fuwce their cereminies at the Agency this 

evening -- a custom which is to an old indian a labor of annoyan 

ratl:ler than interest -- the novelty having long since "lOrn off 

I conversed with lvlaster Rools of the the [sic] several bands 

of Sioux --, & finish with Little crow "Good Road" & Black Dog 

villAges 200. mun[eJ s -- a tedious duty -- there remain 260 yet 

to enroll independen [t ] ly of the Vlahuaakoot [a JE. SUS setons &c .. 

Total 460 Heads of famil[i]es & Individuals without famil[i]es 

of the l~eQar-rake.;:ltan band. of Sioill\ 

Received a 2d. letter from the Revd Th W Pope of the mission 

Farm -- Little crows village Stateing his determination to leave 

yhe service of Farmer for the Indians unless He could obtain from 



158. 

privileges 

I replied by the chief -- Stating my impressions as to in-

f I received trillt some des person was at work 

upon the Head men to remove him for their conven[i]enc[e] & for 

this reason if no other I would sustain & support him in any 

measure not found inc:::>H:pe,ti'ole 1;;i th my offic duty 

I requested him to call at the office as soon as convenient 

ttl had no dou';)t but that his vie1vs might be met as to the 

opperations of his mission sch~ol & the farming for the Indians 

that it might be well to place his school in sight of the town 

East of the Nississippi on the Head of the II Grand Marias" ple.in 

which I Knew met the wishes & views of the Indians or even a few 

hundred yards below the vill~ge on the Sioux Side. 

I am to address the Revd S F Denton of Lake Pepin on his ap-

pointment & farmer for the Indians at his place &c &c 

Very ~ittle ceremony with most of the 

Sioux "Then or at 1-!:-nich hour they may visit the Ag-ent or anyone 

else -- either on business or to Geg -- at sun rise -- Breakfast 

dinner -- or SUD"8er hour its all t:ne Se,me to t[lern -- so it suith [sic] 

ir convenience 

Mr Hilton Doc -- called for the letter to Mr Denton -- He 

said as he could not start imoediately 

Samuel W Pond Substitutes Gideon H Pond in his contract by 

written consent of parties this day Signed sealed & delivered by 

all the pe.rties so that the U States agrees to take Gideon Pond 

as farmer for the Sioux of L2.ke Calhoun from the first day of 

July.1839. The arrangement is best in all reSDects for the Indians 

as known to the parties. 
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The Po:x a;;peEtrS e brought by the 

Wah paa koota Sioux of the Des Mains 

rna dee Sanpah ) 
) 

Sah tanga ) being from the Desmoines Cannon River Terra Bleu 
) 

AhD DB"B" hoh tah ) 

These vith the Sussetons of Traverse s Sioux G2ke 350 souls 

neighboring Sioux or Roll for payment made of the 

Lake Calhoun Band. 

Wah na tah. Ch[i]ef of the and The Burning Earth --

of the north susseetons are expected in 8_ fevl days say thre[e] or 

four These people all assembling at the agency 1i'li thout an invi-

tation. It is an overwhelming misfortune that our contracts & 

supplies should be so delayed. 

T~E Two sons of Kiyah or Red Eagle late of the wah paa kootas 

deceased. Some interesting conversation with them on the merits 

of their late Father -- & hoped they would follow in his foot steps 

that if they did so -- they might rest assured that I would befriend 

them on all befitting occasions. The young men seemed well vleased 

on the substance of my councils 

1839. Thursday I notified the Chiefs of the 

sever'al tribes yesterday to bring in their people to the agency 

that Doctor Emerson might extend to 4 or 500 -- hundred of them the 

benefits of Vaccination The Small pox haveing appeared-in this 

vicinity introduced by the Weh paa kootas -- but fev.! attended 

as the sioux reflect -out little upon the consequences of delay -- & 

seem more disposed to feast and Dance at the camps 

Hade out theJ~uster Roll of the Sixes village 339 souls. 

an endless job. 
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at a Dr02~ectus for a S 01 --

at -Bakers -- one being much wanted. 

Visited missions} & farms at Lakes Harriet 

& Cahhoun -- & examined the opperations of the farmers for the 

Indians J -- found things as well arranged as our means in ha.nd at 

present could al[l]ow. 

I marked off land on the Little Falls Creek extending to a 

sn near f1ud Leke -- for t~:e location of the contemplated orp}:lRn 

, & farm -- for its support in part. Post NO 1. 300 yards below 

bridge at the little Falls & including the water power in Said 

NO 2 300 yards east of Mud 3 Lake -- N 3 -- 300 yards be 10"V,T the 

leading to the Falls of S[t]Anthony NO 4 -- 400 yards below 

bridge on the Little Falls -- The lines from 4 Posts on both 

s of the Little fall creek embrace 640 acres extend[i]ng from 

[s'ic] a Post 300 yards "!tIe st of & over Cabbin remains -- to 

small Bridge on this side the sel6. Little Falls. I deem it 

dient in 

S~cure in this farm a good & suitable place for the purpose, 

cified for the opperations of the agency -- & uses without em-

ssment to the public service. If not wanted there shoul6. 

be an individual claim recognized. I may take advantage of 

or not as might be st comport l>,Ti th justice & propriety -- my 

28-

Caut Scott seems much disturbed at the i6.ea but I think as 

I am no Souatter -- the government will find me at all times} & 

on all occasions firm & true to her interests. I care not what 

may be idly said 'oy anyone -- I know what 1'1ill prevent Cane.dian 
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re es & a rs from do tr£t in t ir o~m r -- of 1I'Thieh 

unjustly suspect me of -- but for the s of the government 

I men 

Saturday June 1 st 1839 A note reed from the com[m~ndin]g 

officer Maj Plympton this morning on the suoject of a La on the 

s side of the S Pete~s -- contain the 

small Pox -- asking their removal from the Post & reservation. 

The La was accordi~gly Struck & -:..L ..L'l ssea \..10 wile 

Encampment on the Hills nee_r The Am F Cys Post. 

A long conversation with the command[i]ng officer this morn-

on the subject of SoU?-tters on on [sic]the public domain £lround 

art Snelling their character -- conduct & intentions all bad 

ough. 

I shall soon order all Canadians from the Indian Country --

The Indians demand it. 

Capt Martin Scott of the 5th Infantry -- reminded by me this 

day that -- it vms not necessary for him to give himself 2_ny trouble 

as to my affairs thB.t if he had a IIBug in his head ll yesterday as 

to my movements -- his fears & remarks as to squatting propensities 

were groundless & uncalled for & it was best for everyone to 

mind bis mm business -- and that of others honestly employed alone 

-The '$[team]. BLOB.t]. Pennsylvania -- Capt Stine arrived this 

day from Pi tts'ourgh & S Louis -- pessengers Nrs P1YITl;)ton & 3 child-

ren -- Insp[ecto]r gen[era]l Wood, Maj. Hitchcock U. S. a -- & 

passengers from Pittsburgh -- Cincinnati & st Louis 

No Indian goods, or provisions by this Boat for the Annuity 

payment. The Indians are much in want of their ~upplies -- at this 

moment -- the small Pox -- & other disease seems prevailing. 
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F s s ine; & yet ou::- fE.irs eEl d for 

water. An Agent can count on nothing certain in this country t 

SE?S S neonle -- every seems clouded in mystery.--
~ - £t . 

Genl. "100X -- Inspected the troops -- genl Brooke in Company 

comdg the Riff -- Haj Plympton comdg this Post. 

Letter of the 24 of May & 2 niece on the con-

dition of tbirgs GDQ. to Gov. Lucas for Duolication -- --..... 
Sunday June 20. 1839. The Ladies & ntlemen of the Steam 

Boat Penn[sylva.ni]a are taken to the Falls t s day in the nublic 

teams, & in some nrivate conveyances Some & 

males. 

The joint Bands of Sioux in the afternoon give a Buffalo Dance 

at the Boat -- for which a present of a BO [hl?] of crackers & 

one of flour is given. 

Letter to gov Lucas as to the annuity due the Sioux -- Chip-

pevTe. affairs -- small Pox & otLer ffi2tters on farmers -- build[i]ng 

squatt[e]rs &c -- &'contract for cattle e.ll dcttedJune 3 d 1839 

sent by Major E a Hitchcock. 

Conversed freely i'li th genl VJool on i-rhi skey the squatters 

on pu·olic land O1'med~ the Fort - Canadians & others -- in Indian 

lands &c. 

The Stea~ Boat left for StLouis. 

this Boat 

June 3 d 1 1 Letter to Gov Lucas on the Situ-

ation of the Sioux -- five Doats no Annuity -- no nrovisions --

Small Pox. dissatisfaction -- at delay in fulfilling T[reaty] 

Stioulations 

Tah Sanga -- Chief & pe.rty of Wah paa koo ta Sioux of the 

Des Moins called at the office The CDief Said 
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L '-' 2.n iDvi~ation to see 

you on affairs of my people The two nations below (Sacs & Foxes) 

listen to you or e ",rorcis of ou!' eat Father -- "we are 

for s -- you know & all from the inroads from people you ever 

know, and I did think after our visit to our great Father in 1837 

eld the few remaining men I ve from the wars of 

the Sacs & Foxes -- 'out it seems not to be tile case [IIJ IIIf we 

are now but few -- it was your fault you advised us to keep the 

peace -- we done so -- & tne result is Dy listening to you as we 

ought we are now almost destroyed. 

As another S i3oB.t had arrived I thought you might have some 

news for us -- for this reason I called int a your Eome to hear "i-l:b..a t 

A [ II ~I was going on, & if our nnuity had come ~ lI"'ie are here & cannot 

now return to the Des Mains we finished Dlantin~ our corn & our 

people came in here to'keen out of the way of our old enemies --

least they might again come to war & find us all unprepared -- we 

have no e.m[;dunition["J 

You wentoelm\! & "'Ie 8.11 felt easy as you -:Jest know our "'Jants 

& did hope that by this time we should have received our things. 

we are distresser [distressed?] & miserable -- our people 

sick and we see your door & feel sorry 'i'Ihen ide cant get a mouthful 

to keep us 8.1ive -- we are satisfied you have as yet nothing in 

your hands -- but have money which '\°le think ou§:;ht to being you any 

thing -- we expect you will take pity on our situation as we now 

must stay here until our goods arrive it is too far off to return 

home, and come back when sent for again &c &c &c 

Shakopee & the Six Chief -- arrived from the French village 
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20 s some feV! s people 00 Say --

My Father -- we heard from big guns yesterday and think[i]ng 

some nevJS had come '\fe come not to council as I 

have but few "lith me. you lL'1ov! I have 75 or 80 men in my village 

(350 souls in all -- I look out for them I have arrived but it 
( 
(see3s altho you left with our business in last fall --
( 
{our annuity seems as long in geting to us now as last year. 

Our Stinulations will not all be fulfilled it Seerr~s our 

great Father is slow or he does not mean to fulfil his words. we 

thought 'Vlhen we v;rent on to ''''ashington & made our treaty 1'1e should 

do well but it seems we are worse off -- &c &c &c -- not all recorded 

The Agent 

. Ny friends This is the month in which you were to be paid 

it is true that 5 boats have been here this spring yet the 6th 

may bring all we ''lant -- this is;:mt the 3d day in this moon & 27 

yet to pass -- when this time passes and yet no fulfilment of your 

treaty -- then Talk -- until then be Silent Q- V!ords are wind, and 

sometime offensive -- your rights are known to me. 

I have done all tr.:at mortal man can or could do vlhose hands 

are tied to one pla ce v.'ere your affairs all in my hands, & no 

one between me, and·you then your business would never stand 

still. Satisfactioh might at times be rendered to good men -- the 

bad n?thing 1>vill satisfy my frCieJnds -- Go home be at rest in 

your min6..s -- for as soon as your A:1nuities get into my hEnds they 

shall faithfully & promptly fall into yours -- on this you may 

rely. 

I am passing contracts vli th men to 1t'lOrk for & break up your 
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-- so t you in to live c t earth --

&c &c. 

The Susseton of Sioux at the 

office this morning at an early hour. 

Old "Iron Eyes" E Se tah - Hah zah & the 11H.ale Ra.ven ll entered 

ice and desired to say that they were in wa~t of nrovisions 

Kee . 3d Head man of Lake Calhoun called to enter his family 

on pay Roll -- for the Annuity 47. Soldiers confined last 

night for drunkenness mostly released this morning. 

whisl:ey on the other side of the 1-1:ississippi -- from 

established East by Joseph R Brovm. 
'" '"""""'" 

So bad has things be come -- that some persons unknovm pa 

a visit last night to this Hell& destroyed the prospects of 

in mates for a while. 

Shakopee --

Eagle Head Chiefs, call to see me on the subject of their 

ARRageRa6ea~) farmer -- Mr Farribault being nominated I wrote 

him a note saying liThe chiefs of the bixes village have called 

on me & named him as their farmer -- & if he desired the trust He 

might speedily apply at this office, and lee.rn the conditions of 

his contract. I closed by saying to the chief that lIif Mr Oliver 

Farribault did not accept the situation & sign the contract I 

would assign another person myself." 

Contract closed with Oliver Faribault (native) as Farmer for ", f-

the Sioux of Shakopees village f-1: r F[arri;Jault] is 1/4' Sioux. 

Mr Holton -- appointed Farmer for Black Dogs village was sent 

to examine the lands around the Bluffs on the S Peters for a 

farming location for tne Indians. He returned after a hard days 
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tramp & s report is not very flattering on prospects either 

as to -- water or position. One more meet in council vii th 

s ore a final decision. 

Indians at the Agency this day -- they seem but little 

sed to exert themselves for subsistence either for themselves 

or ir ilies 

I hope if sustained in all my views to have the Indians both 

June The Steam Boat Glaucos arrived at 

1/2 past 5 oc[loc]k this morning from StLouis -- the 6th arrival 

this season -- she is large but got up with no great difficulty. 

P 1,r sAG"U' f F' • "r assengers -- 'l •• nar'rlson 0 l"llSSOUrl -- ", 

& lUss Gill of stLouis Mrs A tt--Ilison !-1r Billon Hood & 

others -- who vlere sent to the Falls of StAn thony in a puolic tee.m. 

The Boat deliver[e]d the Pork contract for this Post -- & 

finally filled the same, 

In the evening draped dovID to the Am F Cpy Landing expect-

i ng t o:..-:;l~ __ =:-..:;~ 

sday Letter of the 5 th nominating -- ocrater & 

William Manning for treaty smith under 5th claim of the treaty of 

washington of Sept 29} 1837 -- also Nominating -- J. D.Stevens 

o Farrib~ult Peter Quin -- & John Stother for farmers -- same 

closed} sent on by the Boat 

S B Ariel -- Cant Lyon arrived this day from S Louis -- bring-

ing Provisions only for the Sioux -- ~?5. 500. in corn} Pork Flour &c 

no news in maj Pitchers letter -- definite as to the goods and money 

under the treaty of either 1830 or 37. 
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~uecQue -- v~o vi B.S tes De 

on soon the whole of his contract -- of cattle horses &c for 

left agein this evening. d a few Provisions 

Carts hard to &ret, to hm'll the privisions it 

being a heavy job -- viill cost 80 dollars at least to he.ul these 

Landing to the ncy house -- 598 sa scorn 375 -- Flour 

50 Pork 17 Tallow. 7 carts at $3. pro day -- anG will consume the 

best portion if not the vlhole of 3 d,e.ys to get all housed 

Wah paa Koo ta Sioux are sick with the small Pox -- 1. died 

at .... ' Lile camp last night 4 others sick . 

Saturday June 1839. Many Indians at the Agency this 

from all the villages a Dance by the bands in full uniforms 

Red yellow & white. 

P Quin returned from his express trip to the Chippev.Jas -- brings 

a letter -- which gives conclusively the opinion of the chippeway 

that they '-Till not go to Lapointe to receive t:ceir Annuity. 

The letter I,rill be sent to gove [r Jnor Dodg -- a large body of 

Chippewas expected here nothing can keep them back. 

This day the Chiefs & head men of 4 voll[a]ges --

viz "Big Thunder ll 

~4ah zah hoh tah called to see about the Quality & queen] 

Tah chunk \'msh taa tity of the[iJr provisions just brought 

Koc mock up. They took v. portion only of corn & 

coee 'wee Ta.llm·: &c. 

I explained to the Sioux the intended vis it of the Chippe\\,a 

Chief liThe hole in the Day -- & his people -- to seeGov Dodge if 

possib:Le in reg-ard of the payment of their Annuity -- & the half 

breed money -- & the Debts of the traders --

r---
t /' 1 
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co~ne i"'G vis & 

Sioux must meet them on the same ground -- & show them that they 

not [infringe?] of hospitality &c I sayd 

but little more 

oi1n private opinio[n] is that some difficulty may be appre-h 

t about by some t~o or t~ree idle fools -- yet I will 

see Indians in a called council on tomorrow & hear their senti-

me s. If not satisfactory -- I will send an express to Rum River 

to the comeing of the chippewas if oracticable 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

o 

Put on Board Gipsy at Stpeters & River StCroix 

1. Barrel Crs.noerries - - -- - - - - - - - -

1. Bark Canoe -- from StLouis 

1. Box Sundries -- lee shed 'I"i th IICotton cord 

1. La.rge Hat Trunk -- -- do 

1. Bull Blankets & bedding do 

1. Leather Trunk 

1. Bag & Ba.sket "li th pE'.pers 

1. Glass Lamp . . . . 
1. air Brass gun -- . 
2. Paddles -- cedar & cotton 1-lOod --
1. Brass Pistols 

1. Pipe Tomha'dks (4 BovIl) 

1. Iv18. t Indian 

May 20. 1839 

cico. Dr.' 5 3 1s flour 35 
$54- Lt whitehorne 

1 Do Pork 19 
~54--

) 
) Libby --
) 
) 

- - 15 

15 

10 

3 

14 

11 

00. 

1.00 

I. 

'30.00 

20 

1 50 
$112.37 

17.50 

2 50 

20.00 

1.50 

$7 

less 40 

15 



17 50 
3 

20.50 
1.50 

22.00 

2 c G 

1. P. Pork . . . . 
4 ':: v. 

( Ponds. 2 B1s Flour 
( 
( Pork --
( 
( 

3 1 ( Qu[i]n 2 flour 
( 
( S C8"ITl:)".Jell 1 do 
( 
( O. Rupekoco saddle 
( 
( 
( H N. D. 
( 
( B St[e]ad 
( 
( B Snread 
( 
( Prescott DrEflrrers Cr 
( 
( 
( B F Bakers 
( 
( 

173.50 

La1<1. Taliaferro 

U S. I Agt 

1839 

1813 

21. 

22 
943 00 

22 00 

11.00 

&c 25.00 
101 

125 

12 

3:50 

20 ----
261.50 

250.00 
511:50 

26. years -- 9. Mo. in the army & Indian Affairs 

27. years. 

40. Flour~ 1 Pork Mrs 6. 


	May 1838
	June 1838
	July 1838
	August 1838
	September 1838
	October 1838
	November 1838
	April 1839
	May 1839
	June 1839



