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Saint Peters 16. February 1828

Allow me to lay before you my news on the subject of
our conversations of Yesterday, the adding of another Location
to the number now existing in your Agency cannot but be in my
opinion beneficial to all parties concerned without deviating
from the Views of Government towards the Aborigines.

The place I wished to point out to you as a fit place
for another Location and wish you to récommend as such, is
about thirty miles beyond the former Village of the "Wahk
pay cou tais" on Canon River bearing South and between ninety
to & hundred miles from Fort Snelling. my reason for pointing
out this Spot, is its vicinity to the Entry and enjoyfng the

double advantage of a Level plain for Carts and plenty of

Timber for building & fuel, but another more powerfull reason

with me, is the greatest number of the Indians within my

Treding district chuse the Country about the "Demoine® "Tereblue®
&° for their Hunts. the Vieinity from there to the Missouri
Traders on "River du Rocher® as well as to Rock Laframboises
Establishment on the Red Cedar, gives them too great & chance

to act in a manner not at all consistent with honesty, in faot
they practice frauds with something like Systems, they take

from me supplies in the fall and trade their Furs with either
the Missouri Traders or at Rock Laframboises Establishment.

it is the only place I can point out whereby I could in any

manner compel the Indians to be honest. lr Rolette when last

here informed me that Several of my Creditors (as they are called)




had reached the Latter Post on the Red Cedar and no doubt

had traded the Furs they had which was due me for advances
Last fall. you are no doubt sensible, by such means I sustain
losses that might easily be prevented by placing a House

near %o their Hunting spots which in the present case cannot
be avoided on acct of the deep Snows which renders Travelling

with Carts or trains impracticable, add to this the uncertainly

them
of finding , out. &all these things leaves to¢ much for Indian

Honesty. they cannot withstand the temptation

The "Washk pay ccﬁ tais® were formerly the most respectable
Band of Hunters in all the Siouxs, and as I have sald made
their Village on Cannon River, but from its exposed Situation
to the war excursions of the Sacques & Foxes, had to abandon
it & have ever Bince been & Roving Band.

Since the Treaty at Prairie du Chien in 1825 they have
expressed a wish to consolidate themselves again on or near
their old spot and in consequence, the whole band deputed to
me last 8pring, two of them Elders with the wishes of the |
whole, requesting me to send them a Trader. things ocourring
about that time took away my attention, but the delay has
added conviction, that i% was highly necessary to request a
Location there. ‘

It is an object of some importance to the American Fur
Company as well as to myself individually, to arrange the
Trade & Traders with somethirg like regularity and prevent if
possible one House from interfering with another, but its

yvet of more importance that the Indians should remsin at peace.




3

Hathing.in my opinion is better calculated %o attain such a result,

as placing Traders with them the Year round. 1% gives them an
insight in sgrioulture Softens their mannere & prepares them
for Civilization. A Natural respect which all Indians have for
the Whites, would (if nothing else could) prevent them for the
future & renewelof the War between the Slouxs, Sacques & Foxes.

When M¥ Crooks last Spring in Conjunction with Mr ¥%kenzie
regquested you %o redusce the number of the Locations in your
Ageney, he did not it seems to me allow himself sufficient time
to investigate the matter with the importance it merited. had
he consulted his own people, they would have convinced him,
that not & reduction was negessary but merelyfnhange of some

My great object by this request is to pay but once for
the Purs & Peltries and stop at once the fraudulent System
now so actively in operation amongst the Indians.
| Suﬁmit[t}ing to Your Consideration the above Statements

I have the Honor to be
8ix
Your Most obdt a
Alexis Bailly

Lawrence Taliaferro Esq¥

Indian Agent

8t Peters
[Addressed:] Lawrence Taliaferrc Esq”®
U. 8. Indian Agent
S8aint Peters
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(CIRCULAR.)

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
2nd Comptroller’s Office,
8‘7 A 7
W rem J"ﬂ' A 4y .

SIR : .
: To prevent irregularities in the transmission of your accounts for receipts
and disbursements in the Indian Department, I would call your attention to the laws which
have a bearing on that subject; and particularly request that in future you comply with their
provisions. .

The 2nd section of the ¢Act to provide for the prompt settlement of Public Accounts,”
passed the 3d of March, 1817, directs as follows, viz:

¢ That from and after the said third day of March next, all claims and demands whatever, by

the United States or against them, and all accounts whatever, in which the United States are con-
cerned, either as debtors or as creditors, shall be settled and adjusted in the Treasury Department.”

The third section of the same act creates the office of the Second Comptroller, and the
Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Auditors, as follows, viz:

«That from and after the third day of March next, in addition to the officers in the Treasury
Department, already established by law, there shall be the following officers, namely, four Auditors

and one Comptroller.”

The ninth section of said act, prescribes the duties of the Second Comptroller, as fol-
lows, viz:

¢s'That it shall be the duty of the Second Comptroller to examine all accounts settled by the
second, third, and fourth Auditors, and certify the balances arising thereon to the Secretary of the
Pepartment in which the expenditure has been incurred; to countersign all warrants drawn by the
Secretaries of the War and Navy Departments, which shall be warranted by law; to report to the
said Secretaries the official forms to be issued in the different offices for disbursing the public money
in those Departments, and the manuer and form of keeping and stating the accounts of the persons
employed therein; and it shall also be his duty to superintend the preservation of the public accounts,

subject to his revision.”

By the act of 24th February, 1819, entitled < An Act supplementary to the Act to pro-
vide for the prompt settlement of public accounts,” it is provided as follows:—

¢« Storron 1. That from and after the third day of March next, it shall be the duty of the Second
Auditor of the Treasury to receive all unsettled accounts arising out of Indian affairs, with the
exception of those appertaining to Indian trade, and examine the same, and thereafter certify the
halance and transmit the accounts, with the vouchers and certificates, to the Second Comptroller,
for his decision thereon.




(2)

“Sucrion 2. That it shall be the duty of the Auditor charged with the examination of the ac-
counts as aforesaid, to keep all accounts of the receipts and expenditures of the public money in
regard to them; to receive from the Second Comptroller the accounts which shall have been finally
adjusted, and to preserve such accounts, with the vouchers and certificates. And it shall be the
duty of the said Auditor to make such reports on the business hereby assigned to him, as the Secre-
tary of War may deem necessary, and require, from time to time, for the service of the War De-
partment.”’

With respect to the time and manner of rendering your accounts, T would refer you to
the 2d and 3d sections of the act entitled ¢ An Act concerning the disbursement of public
money,” passed the 31st of January, 1823, as follows:—

¢SrcrrioN 2. That every officer or agent of the United States, who shall receive public money
which he is not authorized to retain, as salary, pay, or emolument, shall render his accounts quarter
yearly, to the proper accounting officers of the Treasury, with the vouchers necessary to the correct
and prompt settlement thereof, within three months, at least [most], after the expiration of each
successive quarter, if resident within the United States; and within six months, if resident in a
foreign country: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to restrain the Secre-
taries of any of the departments from requiring such returns from any officer or agent, subject to the
control of such Secretaries, as the public interest may require.

¢SecTroN 3. That every officer or agent of the United States, who shall offend against the pro-
visions of the preceding sections, shall, by the officer charged with the direction of the department
to which such offending officer is responsible, be promptly reported to the President of the United

States, and dismissed from the public service.” \

From the provisions of the several acts above recited, it will be seen—First, That all
accounts whatever, in which the United States are concerned, are to be settled and adjusted
in the Treasury Department: that it is the duty of the Auditors charged with the examina-

tion of the accounts in the respective Departments, to keep all accounts of the receipts and

disbursements of the public money in regard to those Departments, and to receive from the
Second Comptroller the accounts which shall have been finally adjusted, and to preserve
such accounts, with their vouchers and certificates. Tt is farther made the duty of the Se-
cond Comptroller to prescribe the manner and form of keeping and stating the accounts of
the several disbursing officers.

Secondly, 'That all the unsettled accounts arising out of Indian affairs, with the excep-
tion of those appertaining to Indian trade, are to be forwarded to, and adjusted by the Se-
cond Auditor.

Thirdly, That a specified time is given for every officer or agent of the United States to
render his accounts, with the vouchers necessary to the correct and prompt settlement
thereof; pointing out the consequences of a failure in this respect.

(8)

In making out your vouchers, care should be taken to render them as clear and explicié
as possible; and in all cases the Abstracts of disbursements should specify the heads of
appropriation, under which such disbursements respectively were made.

I am, Sir, respectfully,
Your obed’t, Serv’t.

Y
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