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By CATHERINE WATSON

Minneapolis Tribune Staff Writer

Heaven will protect the working gi_t'l-_
promises an old song, from the perils
of the business world.

But times have changed in the 50
years since that song was popular, and
now not even Heaven can keep the wolf
from a working girl’'s door if she mis-
manages her finances or overspends her
income.

And that is exactly what many young
girls do early in their careers because of
a lack of financial advice.

Unfortunately, there is almost none
available. Though books on budgeting
and brochures on money management
abound for newlyweds and growing fam-
ilies, single working girls—though they
also are seeking financial security—are
virtually ignored.

“T've been trying for years to figure
out why there’s almost no information
on single women,” said Frances Baker,
women’s consultant and assistant vice-
president of First National Bank of Min-
neapolis.

“I guess it's just that everybody in
this country is supposed to be married,”
she said. “It’s sad because a great many

women will eventually have to handle
the money in their families, and the best

oney and
orking Girl

time for learning about finances is be-
fore marriage.”

Mrs. Virgille Peeke, a Northwestern
National Bank women’s consultant and
assistant vice-president, agreed. One of
the biggest causes of marital discord, she
said, is financial difficulties,

Both women said they get some—but
not many—young women in for counsel-
ing, but usually, Miss Baker said, “they
only come in after they’ve decided to get
married, although a few come in because
they’re badly in debt.”

Loan companies in the Minneapolis
area don’t have many girls in, either,
mostly just those who desperately need
extra money because they’re over their
heads on credit buying.

This means that the majority of young
working girls are struggling with their
budgets—or lack of them—without pro-
fessional advice.

~ But in most cases, at first anyway, it
isn’t that they don’t need some help or
that they’re managing their affairs cor-
rectly.

“Almqst everyone goes on a spending
spree with their first paychecks,” Miss
Baker said, “and some have trouble pull-
ing out of it.”

WHEN ASKED about their spending
problems, most young working girls ciED-
ed clothing, rent, food and
luxuries as their biggest

expenses, in that order.

Almost all of them com-
plained about the type of
charge account that al-
lows large bills to be paid
off on time (called flexible
or revolving accounts), al-
though the degree of their
reaction varied from ve-
1emence to skepticism,
depending on the size of
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Not Criticism

DEAR ANN: I'm a girl—13 years old. My father
travels. This is what I am writing to you about.

Dad was away from home on my birthday last year.
He was away on my birthday again this year. He was
gone on my brother’s birthday and also on Mother’s Day.
We were sure he would be home for Father’s Day but he
didn’t make it. He was also out of town on his own
birthday, which was last Tuesday, and on his and Mom’s
wedding anniversary, which was yesterday.

What would you say is more important to my father,
his family or his traveling?—IDAHO FALLS GIRL

ANN SAYS: Why does your father travel? Is he a
tennis bum or a beachcomber? Or is he selling on the
road to make a living for his family?

If he is selling on the road to make a living for his
family, I can tell you that his job is far from easy.

Do you think he enjoys being away from home on
your birthday or on Father’s Day or his own anniversary?
The next time you start to feel sorry for yourself, Kiddo,
shed a tear for your father. He rates compassion, not
carping criticism.

* = *

DEAR ANN: My husband and I have been married
15 years and this terrible habit he has is getting worse.

Whenever we eat in a restaurant Mel leaves the
table at least three times to go visit at another table, It
doesn’t matter that we have invited one or two couples to
be our guests. The moment Mel sits down his eyes comb
the room for someone to go over and sit with.

It wouldn’t be bad if he stayed away five or ten
minutes, but he is gone for 25 minutes at a time. I usually
have to go get him so the waiter can take his order—and
then I have to look for him again when his food arrives.
It’s very embarrassing.

Mel just loves it when someone says, “You certainly
are popular. You know everybody.” I'm sure that’'s why
he runs all over the place. Will you say something on
this subject, please?>—M. BARRASSED WIFE

ANN SAYS: The man who is genuinely popular does
not have to run all over the room. People come to HIM.
* » -

DEAR ANN: Our daughter’s three-year marriage
ended in divorce, Under the property settlement, the wed-
ding gifts from the wife’s family were to be kept by her.
The gifts from the husband’s family were to be kept by
him.

The sterling flatware came from both families so it
was agreed that our daughter would keep all the flatware
and give her ex-husband some other items in exchange

156,

Several of the ex-in-laws asked her to give back their
silver gifts. I felt this was rock bottom, but she com-
plied with their requests and did not ask her ex-husband
for anything in return.

My question is this: Should wedding gifts be returned
after three years? Should our daughter have ignored the
request of her ex-husband’s relatives?—L.R.M.

ANN SAYS: Emerson described your daughter's
former relatives when he said, “Things are in the saddle
and they ride mankind.”

Wedding gifts need not be returned if a marriage
fails. People who ask the return of gifts are such slobs
that 1 wouldn’t want anything in the house to remind me
of them.

too much on time.

“CREDIT BUYING is
the worst thing that’s hap-
pened to this country,”
one girl said. “It's good
for the economy, but Pl
bet it causes more emo-
tional problems than any-
thing else.”

“Credit buying lets you
logk rich while you're go-
ing broke,” said another.

Those who complained
least had learned — often
the hard way — to handle
charge accounts and credit
buying without exceeding
their incomes. ]

A cross-section of the
girls interviewed points
out the problems of work-
ing women and some of
their solutions.

Ginny Mundale, 23, who
is the 1966 Miss Down-
town Minneapolis as well
as a secretary for the ac-
counting firm of Haskins
and Sells, said that her
chief money problem be-
gan “when I got hold of a
flexible account. There’s
nothing better, really, if
you use it wisely, but if
you don’t, oh, dear . . .”

She solved that one by
setting a limit which she
doesn’t exceed “even if it

means locking up the
charge plate.”

When you are livi
from “paycheck to pay
check,” as she put it, “the
biggest problem is under-
standing that when your
money’'s gone, it's gtfne."
Her solution was setting
up a liberal budget and
sticking to it till she felt
guilty about frivolous ex-
penditures.

Bonnie Olson, 24, who
has been a sales clerk at
Dayton'’s since she left col-
lege two years ago, uses
her take-home pay for
clothes, primarily; for trav-
el “when I can; I have no
car so it isn’t often;” for
her apartment — “I think
girls living alone spend a
lot keeping up their home,
even if it's just on little
things” — and on enter-
tainment, since she prefers
concerts and plays to less
expensive discotheques.

~ "My biggest temptation
is charging the new clothes
we see at work, I got my

Finances
Continued on Page Three

conversation

Theater in the Round’s glittering new
23-foot-tall sign. You have to turn
vour head sideways to read the
letiers. They are -tipped on their

to challenge theater-goers

who patronize the house at 1308

Stevens Av. What's more, they read

top to bottom looking north and

bdr.if)ﬂl to top looking south. Ac-
tress-fashion coordinator Naomi

Strang Hatfield flicked the switch

to turn it on the first time. Her

husband, Douglas Hatfield, is direc-
tor of the season’s first offering,
“Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?”
that opened Thursday.

Sir Tyrone Guthrie, back on Broad-
way again—for the first time since
1961—directing “Dinner at Eight.”
And actor George Grizzard's new-
est role as Cyrano de Bergerac. The
play will open next month in Buf-
falo, N.Y.

JUJdL B

OLOR, simplicity, style and move-

ment characterize designs by
Ttaly’s Marchese Emilio Pucci that
will be shown in Minneapolis this
week. A kaleidoscope printed silk
strapless dress and matching leotards,
above, exemplify these four character-
isticsc. A bare midriff patio dress,
above left, features a wrap skirt. The
fabric is Emilio silk print. A wild
print, combining pink and yellow with
blue and green, was used in what
Pucci termed a Palazzio Caftan coat
with leotards, left.

Pucci will present his collection
Wednesday at 6 p.m. in Dayton’s au-
ditorium for the benefit of the Minne-
apolis Institute of the Arts by the
Friends of the Institute and Dayton’s.

Pucci, who has a doctorate in politi-
cal science from the University of
Florence, began designing 17 years
ago after a 14-year career in the Ital-
ian Air Force. Each year he designs
two collections of about 500 models
which range from bathing suits to
evening gowns. He also designs jewel-
ry, shoes, hats and other accessories
as well as men’s ties and sports shirts.
However, he is best known for his
prints and fabrics.

Heir of one of the oldest Florentine
families, Pucci is a member of the
Italian Parliament, representing the
Province of Florence and Tuscany.

piece . . « They're Talking About:

The cover story about Mr, and Mrs.
Bertin C. Gamble in Northwestern
Magazine, quarterly published for
friends and associates of North-
western Hospital, It is titled “From
Mustard to Philanthropy” and cites
their many monetary gifts, includ-
ing 50 scholarships to high school
students annually and the thou-
sands they have channeled to the
hospital on whose boards both
serve.
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