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Department of the Army

St. Paul District, Corps of Engineers

1135 U.S. Post Office and Custom House
St. Paul, Mn. 55101

NCSED-FB 15 Angust 1975

Mr., Jeck E, Hemphill

Reglonal Director

U.8, Pigh and Willdlife Service
Federal Building, Fort Spelling
Twin Citiem, Minnesote 55111

Dear Jack:

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the tour and briefing-
listening session on the proposed Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Reereation Area. I certainly endorse this great effort
and within the GREAT coneept, we can effeectively balance all
interests.

Verm regards,

MAX W. HOAH
Colomel, Corps of Engineers
Distriet Pagineer

CF:

Honorable Walter F. Mondale
Representative in Congress
172 Federal Courts Building
Minneapolis, Minn. 55401

Lower Minnesota River Valley
Citizens Committee

9801 Pillsbury

Bloomington, Minn. 55420







TOM HAGEDORN OFFICES:

2ND DISTRICT, MINNESOTA 325 Cannon House OFFicE BUILDING
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R sisinig Congress of the United States e e 1
f. TrissronTimon Fouse of Representatives P pllt
Mi"mn’ D.C. 2051 5 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

August 19, 1975

Ms. Elaine Mellott

and Ms. Marialice Seal
The Lower Minnesota River Valley
Citizens Committee

9801 Pillsbury Avenue, South
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Friends:

I was pleased to receive your letter of July 30th in further
reference to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

As you know, Senator Humphrey and Senator Mondale have intro-
duced Tegislation establishing this wildlife and recreation area,
Ny and I have pledged my support to co-sponsor a bill that is now
being prepared by Congressman Frenzel. 1 appreciate having the
information concerning the items that you suggested be added to
the House version, and I will be glad to discuss these changes
with Congressman Frenzel as soon as Congress reconvenes in September.

Please know that I am always glad to hear from you and to have
your views on these matters of mutual interest.

Sincerely,

Tom Hagedorn -
Member of Congress
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THE LOWER MINNESOTA RIVER VALLEY CITIZENS COMMITTEE

9801 PILLSBURY AVE. SO. *BLOOMINGTON, MN. 55420 ® PHONE 888-7267

TO:

DATE :

SUBJECT: MAILING INSTRUCTIONS FOR YOUR RESOLUTION ON CONCEPT APPROVAL OF
THE MINNESOTA VALLEY NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Attached please find the addresses and instructions you will need for the
resolution on the National Wildlife-Recreation Area, Minnesota River Valley.

Please send your cover letter and a copy of the Resolution to:
- Senators Humphrey and Mondale

- Congressmen Quie, Frenzel, Karth, Fraser, Oberstar, Hagedorn, Nolan
and Bergland

- Governor Anderson

It would be most effective to mail these to Washington with carbon copies to
their local address.

Please send copies of the letters and the Resolution to Mr. Jack Hemphill, U. S.

Fish and Wildlife Service and to me.
Again, thank you very much.
Sincerely,

Elaine M. Mellott

2516 West 98th Street
Bloomington, Minnesota 55431

EMM/d1h
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Mr. President:

I am introducing today environmental legislation that embodies the New
Federalism of this Nation in the area of natural resource protection,
management, and enjoyment. Several years ago the congressional delegation
of Minnesota introduced, both Houses of Congress passed, and the President
signed, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Act, P.L. 94-466.
This Act was the fore-runner of the "creative partnerships" that are needed

today to conserve and properly utilize the natural resources of this great
nation.

The findings of Congress at the time of the enactment of the Act were very
accurately stated; but, as a consequence of the changing times since then,
are even more important today. Meandering across metropolitan Minnesota is
the marshy, forest-fringed floodplain ¢f a major river. This 18,000-acre
green belt sustains rural lifestyles and near-wilderness in an increasingly
urban environment. Here, wildlife has had to adapt to the sights and sound
of cities, just as people, whose lives have been nurtured by the fertile
floodplain ecosystem, have had to adapt to nature. And it appears that the
quality of both human and non-human 1ife will be enhanced as a result of this
deliberate, systematic quest for harmony.

The Tower Minnesota River Valley, which provides habitat for a large number
of migratory waterfowl, fish and other wildlife species, is a unique environ-
mental resource located in the heart of the Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota
metropolitan area; and because of the economic and energy situations of today,
is even of greater value than a few years ago as a source of recreational
opportunities for hundreds of thousands of urban dwellers who no longer have
the financial ability to drive long distances to enjoy the great outdoors.
Furthermore, the valley is a great source of opportunity fcr environmental
education opportunities for school systems"ﬂhe can no longer afford the long
trips to distant environmental education areas.



The Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Act required the Secretary of

the Interior to work cooperatively with the State cf Minnesota and its
political subdivisions to establish a national wildlife refuge and recreation
area in the Minnesota River valley. The Act called for an unprecedented multi-
agency effort to plan and carry out a coordinated management strategy for the
entire lower Minnesota River valley. Implementation would require a serious
commitment of thought, time and material resources from not only federal,
state, and local units of government, but from private orgarizations and
indiviauals as well.

While progress has been made in the preservation of the valley's natural
resources and the enjoyment of it by the American public, there is considerable
area of the valley that is still threatened with spoilation and ecological
downgrading, and threatened with permanent removal from the public's enjoyment.

Faced with the financial constraints of today's economic environment, the
federal and state agencies responsible for implementing the M nnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge Act need new tools to accomplish their task--tools
that are more flexible and creative, tools that allow the federal and local
government to work together in more of a partnership fashion to accomplish
the goals set out by this Congress several years ago.

For that reason, I am introducing today a series of minor amendments to

P.L. 94-466 that allow the Secretary of the Interior, through the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the State of Minnesota and its political subdivisions,
the capability to proceed with providing this Nation with a magnificent
migratory bird sanctuary as well as a wildlife recreation area in an area
where it is available to thousands of people with reduced energy and dollars
to spend seeking wholesome outdoor recreational opportunity.

p ot
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Since the enactment of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, the
Secretary of the Interior, through the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, has
worked in close cooperation with the State of Minnesota and the counties and
cities along the Minnesota River that have been involved in this project. A
comprenensive master plan for the valley has been drafted jointly and will

be published in final later this year. This plan has been developed to guide
the perpetuation of the Minnesota Valley's natural and cultural heritage.

This plan provides for a multi-agency effort at all levels of government. It
calls for an intricate mixing of federal, state, and local dollars and marpower
with the federal government responsible for the national aspect--the migratory
bird habitat--while the state and cities provide the base for much of the
outdoor recreation activities. Through the planning process, several unique
habitats were discovered and are now provided for. These include zn area
where cactus can be found in Minnesota and a special hanging bog or fen where
orchids thrive.

Another unique feature is the state hiking and biking trail which can also be
used for cross-country skiing and horseback riding. It provides a linear link
tetween numerous federal, state, and city-managed areas. The trail, some

72 miles long, is an alternative route and form of transportation throughout
much of the metro area traveling the length of this wonderful green belt of
open space.

This same joint effort has now protected over half of the 17,000 acres of the
project. The marvelous part of this acquisition effort is that more than just
the usual federal fee-title land acquisition has been used. Leases, donations,
and cooperative agreements are being used by the agencies so that, together,
they can accomplish the objectives of the Minnesota Valiey National Vildlife
Refuge Act. HNearly 70% of the original acreage of the wildlife refuge is now
under public protection. Even highway rights-of-ways are being utilized as
part of the wildlife refuge. There are plans to expand these acquisition
alternatives to include Tand exchanges so that this valuable wildlife habitat

can be preserved forever and be used by thousands for their recreational pursuits.



This bill I am introducing today is not a spending bill--though it does mention
money as it authorizes new spending levels to keep up with inflation. The most
important part of this amendment is the new flexibility it provides for the

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service in working with the State of Minnesota and the
local municipalities as well as paving the way for more private involvement in
the fulfillment of these worthy plans.

From the start, the Minnesota Valley project has been a grassroots effort,
motivated by citizen awareness of the need to protect fragile resources,That
comnunity support still exists and is working with government to help accomplish
the goals of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Act. This amendment
will assist these good citizens and the local governments; and by working
together in a creative partnership, it can be done.

J
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July 8, 1981

The Honorable James A. McClure
Chairman

Interior Appropriations Subcommittee
1208 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Jim:

Funding for the provisions of the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Act is my highest
priority and I urge the Senate Interior Subcommittee
to accept the funding level of $13,450,000 as approved
by the House Appropriations Committee. As you know,
the House included $3 million for the State Grant
Program and earmarked $2.5 million for the Resort
Buyout provision of P.L. 95-495 in Committee Report
> language of H.R.4035, the House Interior Appropriations

c bill. (For further details see the joint statement
Senator Boschwitz and I presented to the Interior
Appropriations Subcommittee on May 6, 1981.)

In addition to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness Act, I am concerned about the designated
funding for land acquisition in three major federal
programs in Minnesota which are under the jurisdiction
of the Department of Interior: the Voyageurs National
Park; the Lower Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge and
National Recreation Area; and the St. Croix Wild and
Scenic River Program.

The House reported bill specifies funding for the
National Park Service and Wildlife Refuges in only six-
teen states. Almost a third of the $108 million -
$30 million - is designated for programs in the state
of California from the funds appropriated for Department
of Interior land acquisition programs.

It would be more equitable in my judgement and
serve to further completion of the established system
to provide funds for land acquisition on the following
basis:



The Honorable James A. McClure
July 8, 1981
Page Two

®* First, consideration should be given to
to those units where the land acquisition
has been underway for some time and the
completion of the program is possible in
the forseeable future.

Units such as the Santa Monica Mountains
where estimates of total land acquisition
costs are close to $1 billion, should be
reviewed and use of new and creative land
protection techniques assessed before an
aggressive fee title acquisition program is
initiated.

®* Second, funds should be available where
there is a threat of development that
jeopardizes the resource.

®* Third, funds should be available for
acquisition of sites that are considered
of major importance for environmental,
ecological or scientific reasons.

®* Finally, there should be an equitable
geographic distribution of the funds.

I feel strongly that the federal government has
an obligation to in-holders to acquire their property
on a willing seller basis - as near to the time they
request acquisition of their holdings as possible.
Although this may not always be possible because of
funding constraints, it should be the goal of the
Congress to provide a fair, equitable, and consistent
acquisition program.

Status of the Three Land Acquisition Programs in Minnesota
Voyageurs National Park: for a detailed discussion,

please see the statement I presented to the Committee
on May 6, 1981.

To summarize, Voyageurs National Park has 4% of the land

in the park remaining to be acquired. '"Burton Amendment"
funds have been used for the past two years to acquire
property on a "willing seller" basis. This provides

$2.6 million in funding annually to continue the acquisition
program. I request this amount be available to Voyageurs
National Park in FY 1982.



The Honorable James A. McClure
July 8, 1981
Page Three

Lower Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and
Recreation Area

°

The $1.6 million acquisition money for the Refuge,
appropriated -in FY 1981 was rescinded. Although the
Department of Interior did not earmark the Minnesota
Valley Refuge funds for deletion at the $55 million
rescission level and ultimately only $35 million
was rescinded by the Congress, the Refuge lost the
funds because the conference committee allowed slightly
less than $800,000 for the total Fish and Wildlife
Service acquisition program in FY 1981. Over 90%
of the funds were rescinded for the Service.

The Federal ‘Land Acquisition program has been
going smoothly in the Refuge because funds have been
available for willing sellers and no condemnation has
been 4nitiated by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

The alternatives of land exchange and zoning have
more potential here than at Voyageurs National Park,
but still are limited as a means to complete the wildlife
refuge,

Thirty percent of the refuge lands remain to be
acquired - 2800 acres. There are ten major landowners
involved. "Willing Sellers" at this time would require
expenditures of the full $1.6 million rescinded. Some of
the property is subject to development - a gravel pit
for example - if funds are not available.

Designation of §1.6 million in FY 1982 is requested
to ensure the continuity of the program and honor the obli-
gation to property owners in the Refuge that are interested
in selling their holdings. (See attached summary of the
Refuge Land Acquisition Program for further details.)
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The Honorable James A. McClure
July 8, 1981
Page Four

The St. Croix River Wild and Scenic River Program

The federal portion of the Land Acquisition "
program is 88% complete. Of the original authorized
$21.769 million, $14.652 million has been expended.

Carter requested $1 million in land acquisition
funds for FY 1982. The Reagan Administration had a
total of $29 million of unspecified funds for FY 1982
for the Park Service. The House bill includes
$87 million for land acquisition for the Park Service,
but includes no funds for the St. Croix program.

The Park Service had projected an estimated
46 parcels for acquisition in FY 1982. The $1
million figure is justified for inclusion in
FY 1982,

The Metropolitan Rivers Corridor Study Committee

P.L. 96-607 was signed into law on December 28,
1980. Title IX of the act which I introduced establishes
a 15 member study committee and authorizes a $300,000
appropriation for a two year study of the three river
corridors that transect the metropolitan area of
Minneapolis/St. Paul,.

It is important that the study be funded at this
time to review the several major management issues that
affect the three rivers, but are not being systematically
addressed at this time.

Major federal holdings on the St. Croix, part of
the Wild and Scenic River System, a several thousand acre
National Wildlife Refuge and National Recreation Area on
the Minnesota River combine with the federal navigation
interests on the Mississippi River to indicate the high
level of federal involvement in the commercial and
recreational aspects of the three river corridors.

There are as well, major local/regional and state
parks along the three rivers. The Study Committee is
charged to review the management of the three rivers and
make recommendations regarding the future direction for
planning and compatible multiple use of the river system.
Emerging problems indicate that there is an urgent need
to get the study underway.



The Honorable James A. McClure
July 8, 1981
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I request the Committee Report language include the

following language which is suggested for your consideration:

"Public Law 96-607 recognizes the importance

of encouraging the better use of recreational
resources along the Metropolitan River Corridors
in authorizing an innovative study in the Twin
Cities Metropolitan area of Minnesota and Wisconsin.
The purpose of the study is to make recommendations
to the President, Congress and appropriate govern-
ment units regarding the long term recreation manage-
ment of Metropolitan Rivers in this, a typical

urban area.

The Committee recommends that the. authorized
$150,000 be appropriated from the River and Trail
Study funds of the Department of Interior's Park
Service."

This amount was requested by the Administration for '
FY 1982 and included in the House bill. Congressman Vento
has obtained consent from Congressman Yates to conduct a
colloquy on the floor directing funding for the Three
Rivers study from the River and Trails study money.

Finally, a word about the state portion of the Land
and Water Conservation Fund zeroed out in FY 1982 by the
Administration and the House. The LWCF is the backbone of
the state and federal park program. In the Midwest and
the East, State Parks provide many of the recreational
services more readily available to the people of the West
and Southeast from the National Park budgets. Zeroing
out the state LWCF program does not mean the same thing
to Minnesota, faced with a $500 million deficit, as it
does in states still running surplus.

A review of the state LWCF program is in order and
efforts to keep the program in operation even at a minimal
level until these issues can be reviewed is desirable in
my judgement. The level of funding certainly is best
determined by the Committee.



The Honorable James A. McClure
July 8, 1981
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In summary, I request your consideration of the following programs
for FY 1982 funding:

Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Act

Voyageurs National Park

Minnesota River Valley National Wildlife Refuge

St. Croix River Wild and Scenic River Program

Metropolitan Rivers Corridor Study

The State LWCF Grant program

I appreciate the Committee's consideration of my request regarding

Land and Water Conservation Fund issues of importance to federal programs
in Minnesota, and the evaluation of national public policy regarding
federal and state land acquisition.

Sincerely,

Dave Durenberger
United States Senate

DD:shl
Enclosures
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g By 2Anifed Hlafes Denale
COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

August 20, 1981

Senator Mark Hatfield

Chairman

Senate Appropriations
Committee

S-128 Capitol Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mark:

This letter is in regard to land acquisition
funds for the Lower Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area.

In the Supplementary/Rescission bill of FY'81,
$1.6 million was cut from existing funds appropriated
for the Lower Minnesota National Wildlife Refuge.
This was a result of the severe cuts in the Fish and
Wildlife Service Land Acquisition Program directed by
the Congress.

The House Interior Appropriations bill and the
bill reported by the Senate Appropriations Committee
did not provide funds for the Lower Minnesota Valley
Wildlife Refuge. Understandably, the Administration
did not request FY'82 funding for the Refuge because
its authorization limit had been reached.

We would like to discuss the possibility of
floor action to include the §1.6 million in the Senate
FY'82 Interior Appropriations bill early in September.
It is important that the funds be available ‘and the
acquisition move forward.

Thirty percent of the refuge lands remain to
be acquired - 2800 acres. There are ten major landowners
involved. '"Willing sellers" at this time would require
expenditures of the full §1.6 million rescinded. Some
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of the property is subject to development -
pit for example - if funds are not availabl
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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D C. 20510

August 20, 1981

Senator Mark Hatfield

Chairman

Senate Appropriations
Committee

S-128 Capitol Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mark:

This letter is in regard to land acquisition
funds for the Lower Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area.

In the Supplementary/Rescission bill of FY'81,
$1.6 million was cut from existing funds appropriated
for the Lower Minnesota National Wildlife Refuge.
This was a result of the severe cuts in the Fish and

".Wildlife Service Land Acquisition Program directed by

the Congress.

The House Interior Appropriations bill and the
bill reported by the Senate Appropriations Committee
did not provide funds for the Lower Minnesota Valley
Wildlife Refuge. Understandably, the Administration
did not request FY'82 funding for the Refuge because
its authorization limit had been reached.

We would like to discuss the possibility of
floor action to include the $1.6 million in the Senate
FY'82 Interior Appropriations bill early in September.
It is important that the funds be available and the

acquisition move forward.

Thirty percent of the refuge lands remain to
be acquired - 2800 acres. There are ten major landowners
involved. "Willing sellers" at this time would require
expenditures of the full $1.6 million rescinded. Some
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of the property is subject to development - ravel

pit for example - if funds are not availablg. /

We appreciate your consideration of tﬁ,s feque
I
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Sincerely,

b
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Rudy Bohchwitz
ilni ted States Senate
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Bill Frenzel
Member of Congress
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

August 27, 1981

Kay Schwie

Box 20400

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420
Dear Kay:

Thank you for contacting me to express your support for
funding for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and
Recreation Area. Your ideas, opinions, and feelings help me in
making decisions on the Senate floor.

I'm passing along a letter that Senator Durenberger,
Representative Frenzel and I sent to Senator Hatfield (R-Oregon)
who chairs the Appropriations Committee. I'm very concerned
about funding for this area, and you can be assured that I will
continue working to see this project receive the consideration it

deserves.

Again, thanks for taking time to contact me.

Rudy Boschwitz
United States Senator

RB/mc
Enclosure
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Harriet Lykken

4600 Emerson Avenue S.
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409
Dear Harriet:

Thank you for contacting me to express your support for
funding for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and
Recreation Area. Your ideas, opinions, and feelings help me in
making decisions on the Senate floor.

I'm passing along a letter that Senator Durenberger,
Representative Frenzel and I sent to Senator Hatfield (R-Oregon)

Cr‘ who chairs the Appropriations Committee. I'm very concerned
about funding for this area, and you can be assured that I will
continue working to see this project receive the consideration it

deserves.

Again, thanks for taking time to contact me.

S ely,

Rudy Boschwitz
United States Senator

RB/mc
Enclosure



| .

-

l / WILLTAM V. FOTH, Jr, DL, CHaiRMAN
B

CHARLE® W PIHCY, ILL THUMAL . TAGLTION, MO
TED STEVENL, ALALFA HEwEY M, JACHSON, WALH
CHAMLES MC C, MATHIAL JR . MD, Lawiges CHILES, TLA.
dawan O DANIOHTH. MO BAM NUNN, GA

WILL TAM 5 COMHI M, MAINT JOHN GLE MM OHID

J EAVID [sisl NAFHGT &, MINN, Jine BassER TENM. /-.’I - Q‘
s o, M B Alnifed Hlales Henale
c JOAN WM MC ENTEE, STAFF DIMLECTOR COMMITTEE ON

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, DC. 20510

August 20, 1981

Senator Mark Hatfield
| Chairman
Senate Appropriations
Committee
S-128 Capitol Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

|
|
J Dear Mark:
This letter is in regard to land acquisition
\ funds for the Lower Minnesota Valley National
| Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area.
In the Supplementary/Rescission bill of FY'81,
C $1.6 million was cut from existing funds appropriated
for the Lower Minnesota National Wildlife Refuge.
| This was a result of the severe cuts in the Fish and
".Wildlife Service Land Acquisition Program directed by

the Congress.

The House Interior Appropriations bill and the
bill reported by the Senate Appropriations Committee
did not provide funds for the Lower Minnesota Valley
Wildlife Refuge. Understandably, the Administration
| did not request FY'82 funding for the Refuge because
its authorization limit had been reached.

We would like to discuss the possibility of
floor action to include the $1.6 million in the Senate
FY'82 Interior Appropriations bill early in September.
It is important that the funds be available and the

I
I
|
|
\ acquisition move forward.
|

Thirty percent of the refuge lands remain to
| be acquired - 2800 acres. There are ten major landowners
| involved. "Willing sellers" at this time would require
expenditures of the full $1.6 million rescinded. Some
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’

of the property is subject to development - ravel
pit for example - if funds are not availablg¢. /

We appreciate your consideration of t%{s feque
[
J//

Sincerely,

Rudy Bopchwitz
jnited States Senate

es Senate

"B11l Frenzel
Member of Congress

| United St4




MINNESOTA RIVER VALLEY AUDUBON CLUB
Box 20400, Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

October 6, 1981

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Friends:

Since this year has been designated by National Audubon as the

"Year of the Refuge", we were especially pleased to hear that you've
launched an organization which will provide needed support for the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area, and
one which will also include other aspects/interests existing in the
river valley.

The Minnesota River Valley Audubon Club has had a strong interest in the
river valley, and several of our members were among those citizens who
initially pursued Federal legislation (which finally resulted in the
creation of the Refuge and Recreation Area.) We have a continued
interest in the Minnesota River Valley and want to lend our support.

I'm sure that many of our members will become members of the Friends

as well.

We sincerely hope that our $100 donation will assist in what we expect
will be a very successful venture!

Best regards,

%MQ

Clarence Swanson, President
Minnesota River Valley Audubon Club



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE PEREECY TRTAN 10
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge

4101 East 7Bth Street
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

November 10, 1981

Ms. Kay Schwie

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie:

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and, particularly, the staff at
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge are pleased to learn about
the formation of the Friends of the Minnesota Valley. As you know,
it is our policy to encourage meaningful public participation in the
management of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and your
group should be very helpful in the implementation of that policy.

We are particularly encouraged by your concern for the overall welfare
of the Minnesota Valley and your balance outlook. The broad general
interest of your group in the preservation and wise management of the
Valley's resources is a refreshing perspective and one that we appre-
ciate.

By working together, we should be able to improve public understanding
of Valley projects and, hopefully, increase our own responsiveness to
public concerns and priorities.

We are Tooking forward to working with you as appropriate in achieving
our mutual goals so don't hesitate to contact this office for any
assistance we might be able to provide.

Sincerely yours,

L ﬁaf

Edward S. Crozier
Refuge Manager

cc: Area Manager (TCAO)
Regional Director, FWS, Twin Cities, MN (ARW)




m UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA | Center for Urban and Regional Affairs

| TWIN CITIES Qutreach Office
: 1927 South Fifth Street
' Minneapolis, Minnesota 55454

|
' (612) 376-3684

December 16, 1981

Dear Friend:

The Environmental Conservation Library (ECOL) and the Center for Urban
and Regional Affairs (CURA) are jointly preparing a new edition of Minnesota
Environmental Organizations, first published in 1978.

Enclosed is a questionnaire, which has been designed to elicit your
responses quickly and accurately. Your responses will be the basis for the
description of your organization in the directory's new edition. Please ‘
return the questionnaire in the enclosed envelope -by—November 9. ﬂ( <ot R Pmlﬂ[—{

If you have any questions, please call either Linda Fritschel (612/372-
6609) or Penelope Burke (612/373-7796) for further information.

Sincerely,

Lot Fuodef Pouelope Buske
f

Linda Fritschel Penelope Burke

ECOL Staff CURA Staff

Enclosures (2)
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December 18, 1981

Honorable David Durenberger
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Durenberger:

This is just a short note to remind you that many people
throughout the State of Minnesota support the completion
of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and hope
that somehow it can be done within the constrained federal
budget. It is our understanding that Land and Water Con-
servation Funds for acquisition of federal wildlife refuges
are still being appropriated but none are being allocated
for Minnesota.

Since all of us are cutting back expenditures, it is more
important than ever that federal funds be spent wisely where
people can receive the most benefit as in Minresota Valley
where wildlife and people live in such close proximity. We
ask that you make a new effort to restore funds for land
acquisition in the Minnesota Valley.

To support this request, I have enclosed a news article
about a local landowner who at the end of the article
expresses his support to have his land acquired es part of
the refuge. This is not an isolated example as we understand
that many people would willingly sell land for the refuge

and in some cases are suffering hardships tecause there ere
no funds to acquire their lands. Only a few landowners

are opposed to the project and alternatives are being sought
for handling their concerns.

We have appreciated your support for the Minnesota Valley in
the past and now we encourage you to eccept the challenge cf
completing this project within the reality of the present
economic situation.

Sincerely,

Kay Schwie
Chairperson

Enclosure



Naas fights to keep hunters off pro

by Tom Fischer g

Dave Naas pointed to a sign that read
““Hunting Prohibited by Law’' and
said, *“That doesn't mean anything to
these people.”

Earlier he had showed a patch of
trampled-down snow near a ‘“‘No
Trespassing’’ sign where a hunter stood
to kill a deer on Naas’ property.

A short distance away were spots of
bright red blood in the snow, leading
about 30 feet into the woods,

The spots led to a place where the
deer had been gutted. The remains were

still evident.
The hunter, as it turns out, had done

little that was against the law, but that
didn’t appease Naas.

“I'm bitter about it,”” he said.
“When I think about the difficulties
we've had over a long period of time
with hunters, poachers, trespassers and
trappers—I don’t know what all is go-
ing on down there. Just because this is
private land they think they can do
anything.”

The night before, Naas had been
driving a snowmobile on his Burnsville
property near the Minnesota River and
had seen signs of hunting and sled
tracks.

He called Burnsville Police and the
state conservation officer, and they
located the man who had killed the
deer.

Naas originally thought the deer had
been shot, because his wife heard gun-
shots earlier that night. That would
have been illegal because it is bow and
arrow, not gun, season for deer.

He also thought the deer had been
shot at night, which is illegal.

Burnsville ordinance, furthermore,
requires permission before hunting on
private LY.

Cons on Officer Wayne Eller

i.

Phato by Tom Fischer

Dave Naas at a beaver stream near his home.

with an arrow, and the hunter had a
bow and arrow license. He also said
there was no evidence that the deer was
shat at night. {
And, since Naas’ property is n

state regulations, the hunter did not
violate the state trespassing law.

He also didn’t vioiate the Burnsville
ordinance, because it does not cover
hunting with a bow and arrow, only

perty

The man had not properly tagged the
deer, however (tags are required so that
hunters do not take more than one deer
per season), and he was fined $50.

While the incident did not turn out to
be particularly serious from a law en-
forcement point of view, it was another
in a series of annoyances for Naas,
whose property is one of the few re-
maining in the area that still is farmed.

The day after the deer incident he
found a trap in a beaver stream on his
land. Earlier that day he had twice ask-
ed a cross country skier to leave his pro-
perty. Naas said the skier threatened
him before leaving.

Naas once had a trout pond, but gave
that up after the buildings by it were
vandalized and ““they stole the trout
faster than we could fill it.”

He said he has often found evidence
of hunting, “but frankly, we've never
caught a deer hunter before.”

The deer population has increased
because of the recent mild winters and
they're attracted to the corn stalks on
the farmed portion of the land, he said.

Keeping no trespassing signs posted
according to law is difficult, Naas said,
because hunters shoot them and tear
them down.

“I'don’t know why I have to be a cop
or an enforcement agent,”’ he said.

Eller, whose conservation district
covers northern and western Dakota
County, said Naas’ problem is not un-
common.

*“I consider there to be a significant
problem with the unlawful taking and
transporting of deer in Dakota
County,” he said.

*There are more violations than I'm
able to get informatiopmn. I need some
help from the pub]iUrder to make

-~ NAAS: tonext page




Naas belives in wildlife protection

NAAS: from previous page
arrests."”

The Department of Natural

ational Wildlife Refuge is com-
pleted—part of his land is scheduled for
Resources’ TIP (Turn In Poachers) line acquisition, and enforcement of hun-
received 1,611 calls statewide in the last ing laws is increased,
three months. The calls resulted in 144 Until then, ““For the 30 years we've
arrests and 44 rewards paying a totalof ~ lived here we've conserved the game,
$6,775, and we don’t intend to let anyone who

The telephone number is 297-3999. thinks they’ve got a license to come in
Outstate, the toll-free number is  here and take game, get away with it,”

1-800-652-9093. he said.
Naas, meanwhile, is looking forward
to the day when the Minnesota Valley
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NORTH GENTRAL REGION NEWS

Department of the Interior

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
For Immediate Release Federal Bldg, Fort Snelling

Twin Cities, Minn. 55111

(612) 725-3519
Tex Hawkins (612) 854-5900

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE FILM TAKES TOP FESTIVAL AWARD

The CINE Golden Eagle -- often regarded as the "Oscar" of the documentary
motion picture industry -- has been awarded for the film, "Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge." The film was sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Department of the Interior) and produced by Vibrant Films, Inc. of
Minneapolis.

The Golden Eagle was awarded last month after the 16-minute, 16mm film was
screened by multiple juries in Washington, D.C. as part of the annual nationwide
competition held by the Council on International Nontheatrical Events (CINE).

The prize represents the judges' decision that the movie is among the best in the
country in the environment category, and is suited to be an official U.S. entry
in overseas film festivals.

"Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge'" chronicles the evolution of
the valley and floodplain of the lower Minnesota River from an ignored and
abused bottomland to an area recognized for its unique envirommental, cultural
and recreational values -- a virtual wilderness in an urbanized setting. The
film features all-original wildlife photography and illustrates ways in which
people can benefit from the refuge.

-FWS—-

December 22, 1981



Friends of the December 31, 1981
Minnesota
Paul Gustafson
Minneapolis Star

Box 20244 _ 425 Portland Avenue So.
Bloom:ngt()n, MN Minneapnlis Mn. 59-}88
55420 ' '

Dear Mr. Custafson:

Following is the purpose statement and a list of objectives
for the Friends of the Minnesota Valley:

Purpose Statement:

To preserve the natural and cultural resources of the
Minnesota Valley, while providing wild1life oriented
education and recreation, and compatible economic
opportunity,

. Objectives:

- Encourage implementation of the goals of the refuge
and recreation area as identified in the Master FPlan.

- Promote awareness of the refuge and recreatlon area.

- Work to maintain a diversity of land use consistent with
the purposes of the refuge and recreation area.

- Provide public involvement in management decision-
making for the refuge and recreation area.

- Solicit funds for land acquisition.

- Provide volunteers for refuge/recreatiou area programs.

Thank you again so very much for your continued interest

in the Refuge and river valley. Your articles are always
beautifully dene and certainly provide public awareness

(with a wide distribution). We sincerely appreclate your
writing an article on our new organization. If readers are
interested in receiving more information or participating

in the various activities of the organization, they can send

. their name address and phone number to our box number and

we'll contact them. Thanks again, and have a very good New Year!

c;zzilgk\w‘c_

Kay Schwie, Chairperson

Waorking to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley,
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Gentlemen:

Will you please send me information on your organization
FRIENDS OF THE MINNESOTA VALLEY and your newsletter

VALLEY VISION,
Thank you. § ‘ 2 /J ‘ '
J

OHN KENNEDY

/%
/ 428 Thomas Avenue So.
%/_Z/’ Minneapolis, Minn. 55405



Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244
Bloomington, MN,.55420

© USPS 1978
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“November White-

Conservation Fed-

(See story below.)

Star Points

tail” by Richard
Plasschaert.
Print offered by
the Minnesota

eration, an
affiliate of the
National Wild-
life Federation,

| neapolis 35455, will be studying
| the distribution, numbers, and
movements ol Minnesota's seven
species of bats. The study will focus
on the southeastern quarter of the
state, but researchers are also in-
terested in bats occurring through-
out Minnesota,

Do you see bats in or around
vour home? Dr. Birney would like
to know where vou have seen them
roost and hibernate.

Write to him at the above
address. Tell him the number of
bats you have seen, the season of
the yvear in which you saw them,

voung. Other observations will also
be helpful.

Dr. Birney's research project is
funded by the DNR Nongame
Wildlife Program.

and the presence or absence of

Conservation Print/Stamp:
First Annual Issue
“Novesnsen winre-ran,” a0 1,500
limited-edition print and stamp by
Minnesota artist Richard Plass-
chaert, is being offered by the Min-

nesota Conservation Federation.

The print is the first of an annual
series to be issued by the 43-year-
old, 12,000 member state con-
servation group. Sales of the print
and stamp will sponsor conserva-
tion education and resource protec-
tion programs in Minnesota.

Plasschacrt was winner ol the
198081 federal Duck Stamp com-
petition,

Prints are $50 unframed; stamps
are $3 each.

Minnesota Conservation Federa-
tion, 1034 S. Cleveland, St. Paul,
MN 55116. Phone: (612) 690-3077.

THE MINNESOTA VOLUNTEER

*. New Group Works

for Minnesota Valley
“PeorLE coNcCERNED about the fu-
ture of the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge and Re-
creation Area now have a voice,”
states the first issue of Valley Vi-
sion, newsletter of the recently
organized Friends of the Minneso-
ta Valley.

“Friends of the Minnesota Valley
was created to preserve the natural
and cultural resources of the area
while promoting wildlife-oriented
education, recreation, and com-
patible economic opportunity.”

Goals include: Developing re-
fuge and recreation areas in the
Valley; promoting public aware-
ness of the area; monitoring land
uses; involving the public in man-
agement decisions; soliciting funds
for land acquisition; enlisting
volunteers for the association's pro-
grams.

For information about the new
organization, write: Friends of the
Minnesota Valley, Box 20244,
Bloomington, MN 55420.

New Book on Minnesota’s
81 Species of Mammals

The Mammals of Minnesota, by
Evan B. Hazard. University of
Minnesota Press, 2037 University
Ave., SE, Minneapolis, MN 55435,
280 pp. Cloth: $39.50; paper,
$15.95.

Minnesota’s 81 species of mam-
mals, reports the UM Press, “in-
clude familiar animals like chip-

NovemeeRr-DECEMBER 1982

munks . . . and bats; those we
associate with the north woods —
white-tail deer, bears, wolves. . . :
those that live in close association
with humans — the destruetive
Norway rat; and those we seldom
see or hear about — tiny meu’ow
voles, fishers, and martens.

“The Mammals of Minnesota by
Evan B. Hazard, professor of biolo-
gy at Bemidji State University, is a
comprehensive handbook of clas-
sification, identification, distribu-
tion, and ecology of these species.

“Each mammal is described in
terms of size, color of fur, social
and reproductive behavior, and in-
teraction with people.

“Seratchboard drawings .
show 40 species in their natural
surroundings, The author's ana-
tomical drawings and distribution
maps, along with a glossary of tech-
nical terms, a list of subspecies,
and an extensive [57 page] bib-
liography make this guide especial-
ly valuable for students.”

Correction

In the July/August 1982 Volun-
teer, we inadvertently transposed
the cutlines for the two pictures of
wildflowers on page 14, Thel
flower on the left should have|
been identified as common plan-
tain: the flower on the right as
blue vervain.

Many readers called this error
to our attention, We regret the

error occurred. —Ed,

63
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s
Jan., 1984 5@
Dear member of Friends of the Minnesota Valley: e

We hope you will renew your membership in the Friends. Last

September renewal notices were mailed to the entire membership. FEB 2 g 198‘

The Board of Directors has selected September as the renewal month
for the annual membership, regardless of the month in which you
originally became a member.

Your support is of utmost importance to an organization such as ours.
Without a broad and expanding base of membership support, our

influence on the elected officials who will shape the development of

the refuge will be considerably lessened. IF YOU HAVE FOUND THE

FRIENDS AN ORGANIZATION WORTHY OF YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT, SEND YOUR
RENEWAL TO: Fiiends of the Minnesota Valley|Box 20244, Bloomington,

MN 55420. $10-Student/Senior  $15-General $25-Supporting $50Sustaining




Complete this application and
join the FRIENDS of the Minnesota River Valley

0O $10.00 Senior & Students [0 $250.00 Corporate Mark your donation level

and mail to: '
0 $15.00 General 0 $1,000.00 Life b
O $25.00 Supporting O Other FRIENDS of Minnesota Valley

Box 20244
&k $50.00 Sustaining Bloomington, MN 55420
Name __Wallace C. Dayton
Address 505 Peavey Building

City — Mpls. State MN Zip 55402
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Box 20244

Bloomington, MN

55420

* Wallace C. Dayton
505 - 730 Building
Minneapolis, MN 55402




‘ November 9, 1982
Dear Sirs:

Your organization was mentioned in the Volunteer. I would
like more information about it, with an eye to joining. What
are your membership dues?

Besides living in the Minnesota valley, my wife and I have
been hiking and picnicking for several years in the Lawrence
and Rush River waysides; this fall we have been exploring the
Carver Rapids wayside and the adjacent Louisville Swamp area
of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

- truly yours,
e (Pw W
/?’z _ Roy W.

7 2% > 207 Ellia Avemue

Mankato, MN 56001



Friends of the Minnesota Valley |
P. 0. Box 20244 |
Bloomington, MN 55420 |
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Laboratory of Limnology
University of Wisconsin

Madison, WI 53706 USA

Cut and use this stub for address

If reprints are available, please
send me a copy of:

j&‘t‘ﬁ?rmq_'ff\‘-‘/l Cn-'bou:."{" Yo wnl

2Cqan 20T e

5522% Laboratory of Limnology

//j; University of Wisconsin
3 Medison, WI 53706 USA



y Seat 1o 26 dudubon

Friends of the

Y January 5, 1982

|

[ Box 20244

' Bloomington, MN
55420

Dear Audubon Member or Friend:

|

|

|

| At a recent monthly Audubon meeting featuring the

| Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation

| Area, you signed a sheet indicating an interest in receiv-
ing information on, or participating in, the new group,

l Friends of the Minnesota Valley.

|

I

|

|

|

r

We are currently working on the first newsletter and
planning the various activities that will be available
to members (interesting volunteer projects, fundraising
for purchase of refuge land, etc.). We'd love to have
you share your thoughts and ideas with us at our next
N meeting, Tuesday, January 12 at 7:30 PM at the Refuge
c Headquarters (4101 East 78th Street — 34th Ave. exit
off 494, then east on the frontage road that runs along
the south side of 494).

I

‘ If you are unable to attend this meeting, but would like

! to be notified of our next meeting, please call Kay Schwie
| at 347-5917 (days) or 866-2644 (evenings).
|

:

|

|

Best wishes for a very Happy New Year!
Sincerely,

1 O‘Z@u\% W

Kay Schwie
Chairperson

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley
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January 6, 1982

Todd Pennington
229 Walnut Lane
Apple Valley, Minnesota 55124

Dear Todd:

We are most greteful for your generous donation of
$200.00 to our new organization. Your contribution is m
mest helpful to us now while we're in the developmental
phase of the organization. We sincerely appreciate

your interest and concern for the River Valley.

Best wishes for a very good New Year!

Sincerely,

Kay L. Schwie
Chatrperson



BILL FRENZEL DISTRICT OFFICES;
THIRD DISTRICT, MINNESOTA MAYBETH CHRISTENSEN
180 FEDERAL BUILDING

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

MinneaPoLls 55401

IRIS SAUNDERSON

@ == Congress of the United States e

3601 PARK CENTER BOULEVARD

House of Representatives Sr. Lows Pank 554
Washington, B.C. 20515 '

COPY
January 14, 1982

Ms. Kay Schwie

Chairperson,

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie:

Thank you for your letter urging my support for funding to complete the
Minnesota Valley National Refuge.

The Minnesota Valley is an extraordinary area where people and wildlife

can Tive in close proximity. Like you, I feel that it may be an area deserving
of preservation. However, while I would Tike to see the Refuge completed,

my top priority at this time is to continue Congressional efforts at

reducing the federal deficit and bringing the economy back to strength,

During the coming months Congress will be establishing the budget targets
for the Fiscal Year 1983 Budget. Some difficult decisions will have to be
made with regard to funding levels for many programs. Although I am
inclined to favor some reductions in the funding for land acquisition, I
intend to see that the MVNWR gets any available funds.

I appreciate your efforts at getting this Refuge completed in such a way
that will be suitable to all the current landowners, and I appreciate
your effors at keeping me informed of this matter.

Yours very truly,

(tEQ)uJJQ‘*w*v'

Bi11 Frenzel

Member of Congress

BF :eg

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



BILL FRENZEL -

MAYBETH CHRISTENSEN
THIRD DISTRICT, MINNESOTA 180 FEDERAL BUILDING

MiNnEAPOLIS 55401

oo v B Congress of the Enited States g
C FBouse of Repregentatives _ v ows Pane 35418

Washington, B.E, 20515

January 14, 1982

Ms. Kay Schwie

Chairperson

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie:

Thank you for your letter urging my support for funding to complete the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
The Minnesota Valley is an extraordinary area where people and wildlife
can live in close proximity. Like you, I feel that it may be an area deserving
of preservation. However, while I would 1ike to see the Refuge completed, my

® top priority at this time is to continue Congressional efforts at reducing the
federal deficit and bringing the economy back to strength.

During the coming months Congress will be establishing its budget targets for
the Fiscal Year 1983 Budget. Some difficult decisions will have to®ade with
regard to funding levels for many programs. Although I am inclined to favor

some reductions in the funding for land acquisition, I intend to see that the
MVNWR gets its share of any available funds.

I appreciate your efforts at getting this Refuge completed in such a way that
will be suitable to all the current landowners, and I appreciate your efforts
at keeping me informed of the matter.

Yours very truly,
Bill Frenzel
Member of Congress

BF:eg

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



ROBERT J. DOLE, KANS., CHAIRMAN

BOB PACKWOOD, OREG. RUSSELL B. LONG, LA,

WILLIAM V. ROTH, JR., DEL. HARRY F. BYRD, JR., VA,

JOHN C. DANFORTH, MO, LLOYD BENTSEN, TEX.

JOHN H. CHAFEE, R.I. SPARK M. MATSUNAGA, HAWAIIL

JOHN HEINZ, PA. DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIMAN, N.Y, -

MACCOUW WALLoR, Wi, MK Saucus, ow. Alnited Dlates Denafle

- DAVID DURENBERGER, MINN. DAVID L. BOREN, DKLA,
‘ '_I!JLLIRM L. ARMSTRONG, COLO. BILL BRADLEY, N.J.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

N D. SYMMS, IDAHO GEORGE J. MITCHELL, MAINE
CHARLES E, GRASSLEY, IOWA WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

ROBERT E. LIGHTHIZER, CHIEF COUNSEL

CHAEL STERN, TY STAFF DIRECTOR

January 21, 1982

Kathy Schwie

Chairperson

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Kathy:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding your concern for land acquisition
funds for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

I want to assure you that I will strongly support federal funding in FY'83 for
the wildlife refuge. I am also exploring the availability of reprogrammed
money in FY'82. As you perhaps know, I have written several times in the past
to Chairman McClure of the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee urging the
highest possible funding levels for land acquisition, and I will not hesitate
to continue to do so in the future.

I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Senator McClure in which I encourage
primary consideration be given to those programs which have been underway for
some time. Also please find enclosed my letter to Senator Hatfield urging that
the Senate Appropriations Committee provide land acquisition funds for the
Mipnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

Tharfks ohce again for writing. I hope you'll continue to stay in touch.

enclogures




ROBERT J. DOLE, KANS., CHAIRMAN

BOB PACKWOOD, OREG. RUSSELL B. LONG, LA,

WILLIAM V. ROTH, JR., DEL. HARRY F. BYRD, JR., VA.
JOHN ©, DANFORTH, MO. LLOYD BENTSEN, TEX.
_ JOHN H. CHAFEE, R.I. SPARK M. MATSUNAGA, HAWAIL

JOHN HEINZ, PA. DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN, N.Y. fm c 0{ h ’%{ _[ % {e
AALCOLM WALLOP, WYO. MAX BAUCUS, MONT.

VID DURENBERGER, MINN. DAVID L. BOREN, OKLA. nie ales ena
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Kathy Schwie

Chairperson

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Kathy:

Thanks for your letter regarding the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
I agree that the proximity of a Targe metropolitan population makes completion
of the Refuge doubly important. It's also true that there are a number of

willing sellers whose land would now be a part of the Refuge were it not for
the shortage of funds.

As I have said, I will do my best to obtain FY 1983 funds for the Refuge, as
e+i=ag_reprogrammed funds for FY 1982. 1It's good to have your support, and
u'11 stay in touch on this important issue.
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Box 20244

Bloomington. MN
55420

January 29, 1982

Mr. Harvey K. Nelson

Regional Director

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building
Fort Snelling

Twin Cities, MN 55111

Dear Mr. Nelson:

In reviewing the draft Environmental Impact Statement for
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, we couldn't
help but notice the number of public meetings that have been
held since January 1979 in your agency's continuing effort
to involve and inform the public.

It appears that over the past three years, meetings have
been either hosted or attended by your refuge staff and
the planning team at a rate of about 100 per year. This
represents a tremendous commitment of time and effort con-
sidering the amount of preparation and follow-up that must
have been necessary to develop the excellent illustrative
materials that were used and to summarize and integrate
input from all those diverse groups.

The concern shown by all the professionals involved in

this complex planning effort for both the natural environment
and the interests of the diverse groups of people affected
has been nothing short of exemplary. We think that the
quality of this draft document reflects the commitment of

the state and federal personnel that have participated in

the Minnesota Valley Project.

The process establishing the refuge is a case study in
positive citizen involvement that is beautifully documented in
your newly released film. I understand that it received the
CINE Golden Eagle Award and was chosen among last years twelve
best films for showing at the 1981 National Education Associa-
tion Convention. This and the refuge's other graphic and
audio-visual materials, publications, signs and informational
releases through the mass media are of consistent excellent
quality, always provoking the interest of the audience and
inviting individuals to learn more by getting involved in
volunteer activities. It is commendable thet in this first
year of the refuge volunteer program over 60 people have
become involved in activities ranging from computer programming
to bird censusing.

Working to conserve and manage wiselv the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valle,




And above all, I think that the work done by the Minnesota
Valley Refuge Staff deserves special recognition. Not only
have they seen that the nuts and bolts of refuge establish-
ment have been carried out to create a visual quality and
atmosphere of new facilities that makes the visiting public
both comfortable and proud to have federal land management
institutions, they have also initiated inter-agency projects
to accomplish tasks that otherwise wouldn't get done. Recent
examples are storm sewer projects in Bloomington that have
been modified to minimize damage to wooded bluffs while
enhancing wetland wildlife habitat, and the Cedar Avenue
Trailhead Project that involved the Watershed District, the
DNR and both city and county recreation planners.

By communicating positively and creatively at all levels,
the refuge and planning staffs that have contributed to the
Minnesota Valley effort have not only promoted good feelings
about the work of the Fish and Wildlife Service, they have
performed a valuable service to the community and its
wildlife.

We are pleased to have an opportunity to work with these
federal government employees.

Sincerely,

Kay Schwie
Chairperson



Friends of the
Minnesota
=\ Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington. MN
55420

January 31, 1982

Mr. Dick Berg

Hennepin County Vocational-
Technical School

9200 Flying Cloud Drive
Eden Prairie, Mn. 55344

Dear Mr. Berg:

I am enclosing the material we discussed in our phone conver-
sation last week regarding the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge and the new support group, Friends of the
Minnesota Valley. I sincerely appreciate your willingness

to advise your students and/or staff of this project. We

need artwork assistance in our newsletter design, for
pamphlets and brochures we're developing, posters for publi-
city purposes, etc. Unfortunately, we do not have an adequate
enough budget at this time to compensate anyone for other than
the materials they would need. All of the organization's
work (including the attorney handling the non-profit incor-
poration) is being done on a volunteer basis. The individual
doing artwork would have their samples and hopefully this
would be helpful to them.

Perhaps there is a student or staff member who has a real interest
in the river valley and would be willing to volunteer some time
toward the project. Thank you again so very much for your
assistance in circulating this material among potentially
interested individuals. Should anyone have any questions regard-
ing this I can be reached at 347-5917 (W) or 866-2644 (H).

Sincerely,

Lgnujz_

Kay L. Bchwie
Chairperson

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley
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Friends of the
Valley
April 2, 1982
Sen. Dave Durenberger
Box 20244 Butler Square Bldg., Ste. 400
Bloomington. MN 100 N. 6th St.
55420 Minneapolis, MN 55403

Dear Senator Durenberger,

Our organization, the Friends of the Minnesota
Valley, is concerned about the impact of gov-
ernment budget cuts on the Minnesota Valley
Wildlife Refuge. We are asking that you monitor
the fund situation at the refuge.

Since the $1.2 million land acquisition money
has been eliminated, it is more important than
ever that the remaining operations dollars stay
) at a level that maintains some momentum for the
‘~ valley project. We can understand some reduc-
tions in the refuge budget, but ask that you
work to keep them within reason. There is con-
siderable work left to do on lands already
acquired. It is important that the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service demonstrate that they are
actively proceeding with project implementation.

We continue to appreciate your interest in the
Minnesota Valley and the work you have done to
assist in the implementation.

Sincerely,

D - ,'4'/’ ;:‘-4 j(ﬂ/f/g

Ware /- S

Elaine M. Mellott

/sa

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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Elaine Mellott

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Elaine:

Thanks for your letter outlining your concerns regarding the Minnesota
Valley Wildlife Refuge.

Certainly, I agree that the project deserves and must have continued funding
support, and I will do everything I can to insure that operations money is
sustained at an optimum level. To apprise the Fish and Wildlife Service

of your concerns on implementation, I have forwarded your comments to

Harvey Nelson, Regional Director of the Service at Fort Snelling.

It was good to see you again today, Elaine. 1I'11 be back in touch when
I esponse.

Sincerel

enberger
Unitgd States Senator

DDJ/jyc
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DRAFT LETTER TO SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS--

Dear Sir/Madam:

The FRIENDS OF THE MINNESOTA VALLEY are seeking to build a coalition
of varied interests for the purpose of building and promoting the
values of the Minnesota Valley. We are a new non-profit, tax exempt
organization that is working to preserve the natural and cultural
resources of the Minnesota Valley while providing wildlife-oriented
education, recreation and compatible economic opportunity. We are
not organizing to oppose any special project as we hope to develop

a broad-based positive program for the betterment of all who have

an interest in the Minnesota Valley. We hope that you will join us
in this task.

The first and most urgent task is to begin the imp]ementation of the
comprehensive plan recently completed as a joint effort of the
Minnesota DNR and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. To do this,
we need a small amount of working capital to begin a fund drive for
a land donation/acquisition project. Please help us by joining the
FRIENDS OF THE MINNESOTA VALLEY with a group membership or through

a special donation. Your membership will add your members to our
newsletter mailing list and give you a special voice in the preserva-
tion and management of the Minnesota Valley.

Sincerely,

4-7-82



DRAFT LETTER TO VALLEY CORPORATIONS --

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Minnesota River Valley, wit its grand vistas,of grain barces
mendiﬁﬁ;fjﬁfﬁzﬁggégzv%he rive;{througﬁ forests and

marshg@, 1s an extremely valuable asset enjoyed by many in our
valley communities but, unfortunately, taken for granted. We

do not believe that such good things are happenstance. Most good
things result from hard work. That is what this letter is about--
hard work for the betterment of the Minnesota Valley.

Your company has been identified as having an interest in the
welfare of the Minnesota River Valley, whether it is enjoying a
view from an office window or a direct financial gain from some
type of commercial or recreational activity. If this assumption

is correct, then we hope you will consider joining our organization
in working to preserve the natural and cultural resources of the
Minnesota Valley while providing wildlife-oriented education,
recreation, and compatible economic opportunity. S
Our group, called the FRIENDS OF THE MINNESOTA VALLEY, is a non-

profit, tax exempt organization of citizens, organizations and

businesses that are interested in seeing that the Minnesota Valley
remains a strong benefit for all of us. Our purpose statement and
objectives are outlined in the enclosed brochure. As stated, our primary
objective is to work for the implementation of the comprehensive

plan for the valley as prepared jointly by the state and federal
governments with cooperation of the local communities. Unfortunately,
recent government budget cuts have reduced the government effort

and we hope to take up some of the slack.



Please consider giving us a helping hand by either joining our
organization or making a donation of dollars or time. If you
have any questions, please feel free to call

at

Sincerely,

4-7-82



Friends of the
Minnesota
G\ Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

FonTe "

April 8, 1982

Margret A. Kohring

Minnesota Field Office

The Nature Conservency

328 E. Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

Dear Peg:

Thank you very much for taking time from your
busy schedule to discuss the services the Nature
Conservancy might provide for "Friends." I
appreciated your interest and support for the
project and found my discussion with you and
John Humpke very helpful. I look forward to
further contact with you and the Nature Con-
servancy. I hope you have a good spring.

Thank you again.

Sincerely,

= A

Timothy J. Kelly

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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;Fiends of the

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

April 8, 1982

John Humpke

The Nature Conservancy

328 E. Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

Dear John:

Thank you very much for taking time to discuss
options and strategies for piecing together the
Minnesota Valley Project. 1 appreciated your
interest and support in the valley project and
your generous offer of having TNC handle land
transactions for the friends. I hope that we
may continue our acquaintance and the exchange
of ideas and experiences.

Thank you again.
Sincerely,

T KA

Timothy J. Kelly

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.



The Nature Conservancy

Midwest Regional Office
328 East Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414

(612) 379-2134

April 13, 1982

Mr. Timothy J. Kelly

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Tim:

Thank you for your letter. I said I would get you the name of the
firm in Chicago that conducts canvassing programs. I've not met
the people personally, but they have the reputation of being the
best in the business. The contact is Marc Anderson, Hudson Bay
Company, 1928 West Newport, Chicago, IL 60657. The telephone
number is: 312/549-8162 or 312/549-6635. You can feel free to
say that I suggested that you contact them.

Sincerel

ohn W. Humke

Regional Vice President
Midwest Region

JWH: skm

cc: John Flicker
Peg Kohring

296-05 01

National Office, 1800 North Kent Street, Arlington, Virginia 22209

—



Friends of the
Minnesota
Valley

s
April 19, 1982
Box 20244
Bloomington. MN
55420 Mr. Ed Brigham
National Audubon- .

Regional Office

Lumber Exchange Bldg., #920
10 South 5th Street
Minneapolis, Mn. 55401

Dear Mr. Brigham:

On behalf of tle-Friends of the Minnesota Valley,

Elaine Mellott and I would like to invite you and

Russell Peterson to meet with us and some members

of the Mn. Valley National Wildlife Refuge staff.

I believe that Elaine has spoken with you recently

regarding your visiting the Refuge, seeing the

c Bass Ponds environmental education area, the_marsh,
etc., and viewing a short National award winning

film about the Refuge.

We have heard that Mr. Peterson has a speaking
engagement at noon on May 13th, and were hoping

that some time during this trip to Minneapolis, both
of you would have an opportunity to meet with us at
the Refuge. Please call either me (347-5917 work)
or Elaine Mellott (853-6086 work). We'll be looking
forward to hearing from you.

Best regards, ’

Cj‘é-vl S =ehur

Kay L. Schwie
Chairperson

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valiey.



MINNESOTA RIVER VALLEY AUDUBON CLUB
Box 20400, Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

April 20, 1982

Ed Brigham

Audubon Regional Office
Suite 920

Lumber Exchange Building
10 South 5th:Street
Minneapolis, Mn. 55401

1

Dear Mr. Brigham:

I understand that Russell Peterson will be visiting this area on

May 13. I am sorry that I will be out of town at the time, but

I would be very interested in having you and Mr. Peterson meet

with Kay Schwie (MRVAC Board member) and Elaine Mellott (a long-
time very active MRVAC member), to discuss the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area. MRVAC "adopted" the
refuge during the National Audubon "adopt a refuge" campaign. Since
this refuge is most unusual (especially in an urban area), we felt
that you and Mr. Peterson might enjoy having an opportunity to see
the refuge and meet some of the refuge staff.

Elaine and Kay have established a new organization in support of

the refuge, entitled the Frien of the Minnesota Vallev. We hope
that during the time that Mr. %%Eﬁﬁil is in town, you will have an
opportunity to get together. You can reach Elaine Mellott at 884-1663
(home) or 853-6086 (work); Kay Schwie at 866-2644 (home) or 347-5917
(work).

Sincerely,

Clarence Swanson
President



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE TRORERLY: RENEN. F0

Federal Building, Fort Snelling (ARW-0P)
Twin Cities, Minnesota 55111

Honorable Dave Durenberger 1982
Uhited States Senator APR 1
Room 550 East

Butler Square Building

100 North 6th Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Dear Senator Durenberger:

Th1s responds to your April 5, 1982 inquiry regarding the funding and
status of project 1mp1ementat10n on Minnesota Valley National Wildlife
Refuge.

Budget reductions have impacted all Tevels of the federal government
recently, and Minnesota Valley National WildTife Refuge is no exception.
It, as well as nearly every other national wildlife refuge in the North
Central Region, has been affected by funding cuts.

Though the reductions at Minnesota Valley Refuge and others have been
substantial, every effort is still being made to accomplish as much of

the planned work as possible. Several Minnesota Valley Refuge projects
which were previously scheduled to be accomplished by contract will now

be completed with refuge manpower and equipment. Other Tower priority
projects will have to be deferred. Specifically, projects to be completed
include clean-up and restoration of the headquarters area, wildlife
habitat restoration, and Timited work on the Manzomani Tra11 project.

No one Tikes to see budget cuts which adversely affect worthwhile projects.
However, when reductions are unavoidable, the Fish and Wildlife Service
must make decisions on where the cuts will be by evaluating the impacts

on both the needs of wildlife and the desires of people. The Service

will continue to evaluate its funding distribution based on these criteria
and will try to maximize the benefits to wildlife and people within
allocated funds. We intend to proceed with the important projects
scheduled at Minnesota Valley Refuge as rapidly as funding and regional
priorities permit.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter; and, if you
need additional information, please contact us again.

Sincerely yours,

cc: Your Washington Office (:ZI/”*4£Z{/ (- //y/

/ James C. Critman
\/‘r z.c..r.-g RCE“-!ON..-I Dl_rec‘l'OE
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lear Mr. Crozier: ;
Cver the past severa! months the City of Bloomington has been preparing
& cororehensive report and recommendations for zoning code revisions to
establish an aporerriate regulatorv mechanism or the Minnesota River
2iuf{ in Bleomington I2 the course of this werk the City has reviewed
nd received comments which have been verw

iminary draft. Enclosed is a copy of the

2fr April 1982 for vour information and

Oa May 2, 1922 the City Couacil scheduled a public hearing on the Bluif

Report Districs Plzn aad the following eight implementation reccmmenda- -

tions:

‘

1) Adopr revisel Plarnad cevelopment regulaticns 2D) overlay disztrics;

=) sdozt reformated Flocd Hazard razuiations (FH) overlay district:

3) Adovt Bluff Zroweotion Cverlay Jdistrict (3P);

4} Mdopt Transfer of Develosmen: Potential Overlav District (TD);

. 3) Adopt steep =love aaxd ercsiosn countrel honding regulations;

&) Rezone all area of the City below the 722-foot elevation to SC
Cornservztion District;

7, Pezeme all iand along the Minnasota River blufs hetwzen 722-foot to
829-fuot elezsions aad 211 land tleng the Nire Mila Creek Vallzy
soutn of 108tk Streot herween the 722-foot to 303-Foot elevaricss
to {3)) Biuff Protection Overlay District;

¢} Rezsne the lazd in the Afrper: Scuth area progcsed for CO-1 and RO-30
zeaing as prero-ed In tne Airpert Sourh District Plan.

Planning Cozrission will be held June 17, 1742,

. iment and feel free to make any corments regard-
would be appreciated if written comrments ceould
L 1982 :o that the Planning Cexmission may cornsider

If you lLave any questions c¢r comnents rezarding this matter, please
contact Rick Geshwiler, Senior Planner, at 887-4$636.

rt Purcell, Director
rtment cf Corwiunity Developnent




CNATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

NORTH MIDWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
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Suite 920, Lumber Exchange Building
10 South 5th St., Minneapolis, MN 55401
(612) 375-9140

May 17, 1982

Ms. Kay L. Schwie, Chairperson
Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244
Bloomington, MN 55420
Dear Kay:
It was a pleasure to meet you at the Minnesota Valley Refuge
last week. I am pleased that Russ was able to meet you,
Elaine, and Mary, as well as the Refuge staff.
@:; I am very much interested in being of service to you and
the Friends group. National Wildlife Refuges are a high
personal as well as professional priority of mine.
Thanks for your leadership in protecting the Minnesota Valley.

Sincerely,

EDWAKD M. BRIGHAM, III
Regional Vice President

EMB/dr

lowa °® Minnesota @ North Dakota ® South Dakota = Wisconsin

c:‘%nszicana Committed to Consenvation

(recycled paper)




Qriends of the

Minnesota
Valiey
g
Box 20244

Bloomington. MN
55420

May 18, 1982

Mrs. Gertrude Ulrich
7601 Aldrich Ave. So.
Richfield, Mn., 55423

Dear Gertrdde:

On behalf of the Friends of the Minnesota Valley,

I'd like to exoress our appreciation for the beautiful
editorial you wrote for the Mav 12 Richfield Sun. It
was very thoughtful, well researched and sensitively
written. T hove that many residents will accept your
invitation to experience the beauty of the river valley.

Thank you again for vour interest in the Refuge, and for
your eloquently written editorial.

Best regards,

Kay C.:;;Llie

Chairperson

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources.of the Minnesota Valley.



Griends of the
Minnesota
Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

May 18, 1982

Ms. Shirley Hunt
Office of Senator
David Durenberger

100 North 6th Street
Minneapolis, Mn. 55403

Dear Ms. Hunt:

Per your discussion with Elaine Mellott (Chairperson
of our Legislative Committee), wé are enclosing a draft
for an amendment to P.L. 94-466, the Minnesota Valley
Naitonal Wildlife Refuge Act. Also enclosed are maps
of the Refuge and other supplemental material.

We sincerely appreciate your continued interest and
concern. Please feel free to contact either Elaine or me
should you need any additional information.
Best regards,

rhuiz
Kay Schwie
Chairperson

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.



BILL FRENZEL
THIRD DISTRICT, MINNESOTA

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

DISTRICT OFFICES:
MAYBETH CHRISTENSEN
180 FEDERAL BUILDING
MinneaPoLls 55401

e Congress of the United States il
TBouse of Repregentatives “"!s'i.‘f‘::f:';‘; T

Washington, B.E. 20515

June 22, 1982

Ms. Kay Schwie

Chairperson

Friends of Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie,

Thank you for contacting my Minneapolis office to request
a copy of my January letter to you.

I am sorry to hear that you were mugged. Experiences such
as that can be awful to go through. I hope that you are
feeling better and that life hasreturned to normal.

Enclosed is a replacement of the letter which I sent to you
on January 14, 1982 regarding the Minnesota Valley Refuge.
If you feel you require further assistance, please let me
know.

Yours very truly,

Bill Frenzel
Member of Congress

BF:sr

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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ROBERT E. LIGHTHIZER, CHIEF COUNSEL
MICHAEL STERN, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

June 22, 1982

Elaine Mellott

Friends of the Mn. Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Elaine:

The enclosed response has arrived from the Fish and
Wildlife Service in reply to my inquiry on your behalf. I
apologize for the delay in forwarding to you the agency's
comments.

As you know, Elaine, I share your concerns. You can be
assured of my continued efforts on behalf of Minnesota Valley
Wildlife Refuge funding, and it's good to know that I can count
on your support.

L Again, thanks for wrjting. Please stay in touch.
S rely,
\\

Dave ra
United States Senator

Shdar e,

DD/sh
Enclosure



SUZANNE M. SANDAHL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

SUITE 204
s, 1518 EAST LAKE STREET
L MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55407
AREA CODE 612 OF COUNSEL:
OFFICE: 722-2693 STEPHEN C. ALDRICH
HOME: 861-4789 TIMOTHY R. ERLANDER

June 25, 1982

Mr. Tex Hawkins

Assistant Manager

Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge
4101 E. 78th Street

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Mr. Hawkins:

This is a belated thank you for taking the time to address
the 40th District DFL on May 21st. We really appreciated
your excellent presentation.

I know for a fact that at least one of our candidates has
since visited the Wildlife Refuge for the first time.

I hope your preservation efforts continue successfully.

Sincerely,

Suzanne M. Sandahl

SMS:aje
cc: Kay Shwie
Taum Ulrich
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July 8, 1982

Mr. Ed Brigham

Regional Director
National Audubon Society
Lumber Exchange Building
10 South 5th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Dear Ed,

I thought you might like to know that the Minneapolis Star
and Tribune will be doing a special Sunday Picture Magazine
on the Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area
in about three weeks.

In this context I recall that earlier this year you kindly
offered to visit with Wallace Dayton and some of your other
collegues about the possibility of chairing or serving on a
committee for the Friends of the Minnesota Valley. The pri-
mary goal of this committee would be to raise seed money to
begin a major fund drive to help with land acquisition and
visitor center construction. I hope you will have an oppor-
tunity for such conversations in the near future. You will
be interested to know that we expect to be eligible for tax
deductable status within the next 45 days. This, in addition
to the upcoming major local publicity, would seem to intro-
duce a spark of community curiousity and interest related to
the refuge.

I would be most appreciative of any help you could offer to
initiate such leadership interest. Please call on me if I
can be helpful in this effort.

Sincerely yours,

UL

Elaine Mellott, Board of Directors
Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Phone: 853-6068 (work)

884-1663 (home)
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Friends of the

Valley

Box 20244

Bloomington. MN

55420

July 13, 1982

Ms. Alice Pinsley

Director of Capital Giving
The Nature Conservancy
1800 North Kent Street
Arl%ﬁgton, Virginia 22209

Dear Alice:

I'm enclosing a copy of the U.S. Fish and wildlife
Service news release we discussed regarding Secretary
Watt's new Wetlands and Duck Resource Protection

program. (The Task Force members are listed on page two.)

Thanks again for your willingness to discuss this with

Mr. Blair, and if either of you can call me with some
additional information on the program, I'd be most
appreciative. I can be reached Monday through Thursday

at 612-347-5917, and on Fridays at 612-866-2644. Thank you!

Best regards,

Kay Sm

President

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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House of Representatives N So +ue
426 Cannon House Office Building Comm: oL C C

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Sabo:

Although severed-—members—of our organization have-contacted your
office regarding a meeting with you to discuss our general concern
about the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, we are
sending this letter about a special issue.

In Fiscal Year 1981 the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service had available
1.6 million dollars for Minnesota Valley land acquisition which was
rescinded by the Reagan Administration and not made available again.
Since there are a number of Tandowners who have or will sell their
lands for other purposes if the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service does
not acquire the land quickly, it is important that these land
acquisition dollars be restored. At the time the funds were rescinded,
a number of people were willing to sell and some were older people who
need the money so it is important for a number of citizens as well

as for wildlife that the land acquisition dollars be made available
again. We hope that you, through your position on the House Appropriations
Committee, can be of some help in this matter.

Of a lower priority but still important is the funding of the
Minnesota Valley Wildlife Interpretive Center which is required by
P.L. 94-466, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Act.
Although not a large federal construction project (approximately

5 million dollars), it could provide some employment for the
construction industry in your district if funded.

We will be happy to discuss these subjects with you and still hope
to meet with you about our general Minnesota Valley concerns.

Sincerely,

DRAFT:7-19-82

T ——



Qriends of the July 22, 1982

Minnesota
% Honorable James G. Watt
¥ = Secretary of the Interior

1 Chairman, Protect our Wetlands and

R Duck Resources (POWDR)
i Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We were pleased to learn that you have established a
task force to assure the preservation of America's
wetlands for migratory bird habitat. Obviously, the
success of such an undertaking will depend on the
cooperative effort of both public and private insti-
tutions working in support of your group's mission.

Our local organization, "FRIENDS OF THE MINNESOTA
VALLEY", is attempting to preserve the great water-
fowl marshes of the Minnesota Valley. As you probably
know, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is
not yet completed and there are no land acquisition
‘ funds currently available to acquire additional lands,

so we are attempting to "build a wildlife refuge" using
grass roots support.

We know that we will never be able to accomplish our
whole task without additional government funds,
particularly in view of growing numbers of local
willing sellers who need the money, but we are doing
our best to help fill the gap (see enclosed Newsletter).
We are making people aware of the benefits of wetlands
and refuges. We are enlisting volunteers to work for
the refuge to extend staff capabilities. We hope to
encourage gifts of land, etc.

| One corporation, the Northern States Power Company,
‘ recently leased 1,100 acres to the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service for 50 years at $400 per year. There
\ are many other unexploited possibilities. Of the
2,800 acres of private lands left to be protected in
the Tower Minnesota River Valley, about 2,200 acres
are owned by ten landowners. These include international
| corporations, large local businesses, duck hunting clubs
and wealthy individuals.




We believe that POWDR could be of immeasurable assistance
by talking with these ten potential refuge supporters
about the merits of wetland giving. Peer contacts could
tip the scales here in favor of wetland conservation. If
you think your task force could be of assistance, we would
be glad to provide more detailed information.

The preservation and public enjoyment of the Minnesota
Valley is already a wonderful example of multi-level
involvement. Individuals, local communities, county
governments, the State of Minnesota, and the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, are all contributing actively to
the success of this project. We only need a 1little more
additional support in the right places to complete the
project. We hope that you can help--both as Secretary of
the Interior and as Chairman of POWDR.

Sincerely,

C OKS

Kay Schwie
President

Enclosure

cc: Honorable Forrest (Fob) James
Governor of Alabama
Co-Chairman, POWDR
State Capitol
Montgomery, Alabama 36130




Friends of the
Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

July 26, 1982

William Blair, Jr., President
The Nature Conservancy

1800 North Kent Street
Arlington, Virginia 22209

Dear Mr. Blair:

We were pleased to see that you are one of the Task
Force members for Secretary Watt's, Protect our
Wetlands and Duck Resources (POWDR) program. I am
enclosing a copy of our letter to the Secretary, as
well as a copy of our newsletter and a feature
story/picture essay which appeared in the July 25, 1982
Minneapolis Tribune.

With the work which has already been accomplished
here, and the positive climate existing among the
landowners, we are hopeful that POWDR will select
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and
Recreation Area as a demonstration project. Any
assistance you can provide will be most sincerely
appreciated. Should you want any additional infor-
mation, please feel free to contact me. My work
number is (612) 347-5197 and my home phone is

(612) 866-2644. Thank you!

Best regards,

v
Kay Schwie
President
Enclosures
~

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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16096 Creekwood Road
Prior Lake, MN 55372
July 27, 1982

Ms. Elaine Mellott
9400 Cedar, #101
Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Elaine:

It is gratifying to Tearn from your letter of July 8 that you and
the many other supporters of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife
Refuge have decided to formalize this support through the estab-
lishment of a non-profit organization, Friends of the Minnesota
Valley. I have also received the first issue of your newsletter,
VALLEY VISION, and have read with interest the excellent article
about the Refuge and your organization in last Sunday's Minneapolis
Star and Tribune.

There is little question but what the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge would not have become a reality had it not been for
the enthusiastic support which you and your associates gave this
project. Also, we know from experience how difficult it is to
engender the financial support needed to get a new organization
"off the ground". We realize, too, in Tooking at the National
Wildlife Refuge System from a national perspective, how important
it is to an individual refuge to have organized local support.

We are indeed pleased to learn of your plans and, as a more tang-
ible evidence of our support are enclosing our check for $200

to help you in your first-year start-up expenses. I am also
enclosing my personal check for $10 along with my application for
membership as a senior citizen in the Friends of the Minnesota
Valley.

You may also be interested in our newsletter, the BLUE GOOSE FLYER,
which we publish quarterly. A copy of our July issue is enclosed.

Sincerely,

Forrest A. Carpenter
President
National Wildlife Refuge Association

Enclosures.

cc: Refuge Manager Crozier
Donald V. Gray



Friends of the
Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington. MN
55420
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July 28, 1982

Honorable David Durenberger
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Durenberger:

We appreciated your being represented by your Minneapolis
aides, Jeff Frey and Joan Atwater, at the July 9th NSP -
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge lease agree-
ment ceremony held at Blackdog Lake. I'm enclosing a
copy of our newsletter which features an article on

the new arrangement.

Jeff and Joan have attended several of our Friends
planning and development meetings, and we've been
really pleased to have their participation. Shirley
Hunt has also been working closely with us over an
extended period of time, and her input, advice and
counsel have been especially valued and appreciated. [
We sincerely appreciate your commitment to the Minne- |
sota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, which is addition-

ally reflected in yoéur staff's involvement in the project.

Thanks again for your continued effort in assuring the
success of this entire project.

Sincerely,

Lgﬁﬂ uh_

Kay L. Sdhwie
President

c.c. Shirley Hunt . :
Jeff Frey
Joan Atwater

~

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.



Friends of the

Valiey
K -
Box 20244

Bloomington, MN
55420

July 28, 1982

Honorable Rudy Boschwitz
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Boschwitz:

I appreciated having an opportunity to meet your
assistant, Don Mosher, and visit with him briefly
at the July 9th NSP - Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge lease agreement ceremony held at
Blackdog Lake. I'm enclosing a copy of our news-
letter, which features an article on the new
arrangement.

As T mentioned in my conversation with Mr. Mosher,

the Friends organization will be encouraging leases,
donation of property, etc., however, that will only

solve a portion of the problem. At the time the 1981
$1.6 million dollars in Minnesota Valley land acquisition
funds were rescinded, some of the willing sellers were
older people who were in need of the funds., If acquisition
money can not be obtained for these individuals, it is
likely that their land will be sold for other purposes
(potentially not compatible with wildlife refuge manage-
ment, thus destroying the continuity of the refuge).

Mr. Mosher mentioned that your office was recently
instrumental in acquiring some LAWCON funding for a
project in Red Wing, Mn. We are very interested in
discussing this further, and hope that you and your

staff will be able to assist in restoring the rescinded
funds for the refuge. We feel that as private citizens
we can accomplish some acquisition/lease arrangements,
but we will need a commitment from the Federal Government
as well. We appreciate your continued interest in the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, and hope that
you will be able to assist us in this cooperative venture.

Sincerely,

(=

Kay L. hwie
President .

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.




Friends of the

Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington. MN
55420

July 28, 1982

Honorable Bill Frenzel
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Frenzel:

I appreciated having an opportunity to meet you and visit
with you briefly at the July 9th NSP/Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge lease agreement ceremony held

at Blackdog Lake. I'm enclosing a copy of our Newsletter
which features an article on the new arrangement.

As I mentioned in our conversation, the Friends organization
will be encouraging leases, donation of property, etc.,
however, that will only solve a portion of the problem.

At the time the 1981 $1.6 million dollars in Minnesota
Valley land acquisition funds were rescinded, some of the
willing sellers were older people who were in need of the
funds. If acquisition money can not be obtained for these
individuals, it is likely that their land will be sold for
other purposes (potentially notcompatible with wildlife
refuge management, thus destroying the continuity of

the refuge).

It is our understanding that some LAWCON funds were recently
allocated for a project in Red Wing, Mn., and the Metropolitan
Council will be requesting over $3 million in LAWCON and LCMR
funds for 1983. We would like to ask for your assistance in
seeking restoration of the rescinded funds for the refuge.

We know that as private citizens we can accomplish some
acquisition/lease arrangements, but we will need a commitment
from the Federal Government as well. We appreciate your
continued interest in the Minnesota Valley National wildlife
Refuge and Recreation Area and hope that you will be able

to assist us in this cooperative venture.

Sincerely,

Kay L. hwie
President

-~

-

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.




Friends of the
Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

July 28, 1982

William H. Hippee and

Timothy J. Walsh

Dorsey, Windhorst, Hannaford and Halladay
2200 First Bank Place East

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

Dear Bill and Tim:

On behalf of the Friends of the Minnesota Valley, I'd
like to thank both of you for the significant amount
of time. you spent advising and counseling us as we
struggled to emerge as a viable organization. Well,
we've made it, thanks to you and your organization
for your willingness to participate in community
assistance programs, such as the Legal Advice Clinic.
You are performing a very worthwhile community
service, and we most sincerely appreciated your
being there when we needed you.

I'm enclosing a copy of our first newsletter, and
we'll continue to send you new issues to keep you
informed of our progress. Thank you again so very
much for your time and patience in working with us.

President

Enclosure

~

-

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.




Friends of the

Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

July 28, 1982

Mr. Harvey K. Nelson

Regional Director

U.S. Fish amiWildlife Service

Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building
Fort Snelling

Twin Cities, Minnesota 55111

Dear Mr. Nelson:

1 appreciated having an opportunity to meet you at
the Blackdog NSP lease ceremony 6n July 9th. It

was a very significant occasion for everyone in-
volved. I am enclosing a copy of the Friends
newsletter which features an article on the new
agreement., We will be doing everything we can as

a support organization to seek funds and other
acquisition arrangements for the completion of

the Refuge, and sincerely appreciate your continued
effort in assuring the success of the project as well.

Thanks again for your ongoing commitment and support.

Sincerely,

Koy | S

Kay L. hwie
President

-

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.



Friends of the
Minnesota
Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420
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July 29, 1982

Don Mosher

Office of Senator Rudy Boshwitz
210 Bremer Building

419 North Robert Street

St. Paul, Mn. 55101

Dear Don:

I enjoyed having an opportunity to meet you on

July 9th, and hope that we can get together to
discuss LAWCON funding in the near future. Perhaps
we could meet at the refuge headquarters, if this
would be convenient for you. Detailed maps of the
area, etc. would be available. You could also view
the national award winning film on the refuge,
which gives a very nice overview of the various
components of the refuge.

I can be reached at 347-5917 (W), or 866-2644 (H),
or you can call Ed Crozier, Refuge Manager, at 854-5900.

Thanks again for your interest in the refuge.

Sincerely,

Kay Schwie
President

-~

-

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington. MN
55420
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July 29, 1982

Clayton K. Larson

President and Chief Operating Officer
Northern States Power Company

414 Nicollet Mall

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

Dear Mr. Larson:

I was pleased to be able to attend the July 9th NSP -
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge lease agreement
ceremony held at Blackdog Lake, and to have an opportunity
to meet several members of NSP management who had been
instrumental in effecting the arrangement. I am enclosing
a copy of the Friends newsletter, which features an article
on the new agreement.

The Minnesota river valley has had a long history of wild-
life areas coexisting with economic enterprise. One of
the objectives of the Friends organization is to seek a
balance and compatibility of both corporate entities and
the existing natural resource. The lease arrangement
represents a very significant commitment on the part of
NSP for long term management of this unique wildlife area.

We sincerely appreciate NSP's leadership role in assuring
a compatible coexistence in the river valley, and hope
that your example will encourage others to also recognize
the unique natural resource at their doorstep.

Sincerely,

Kay L. Schwie
President

hd

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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Friends of the

Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

July 29, 1982

Donald R. Dwight, President & Publisher
Minneapolis Star and Tribune

425 Portland Avenue South

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55488

Dear Mr. Dwight:

On behalf of theFriends of the Minnesota Valley, I1'd
like to thank you for the very significant amount of
coverage you've given to the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area over an extended
period of time. The Sunday, July 25, Picture section
done by Mitch Kezar and Kent Kobersteen was simply
spectacular! 1I've received many phone calls and
complimentary comments on the article, including one
from a New York City friend (formerly from Minneapolis).
It was most impressive!

We sincerely appreciate your journalistic excellence, and
your continued support and interest in the river valley.
I thought you might like to see the first issue of our
newsletter; not quite as grand as the Picture section
feature, but it is a first step in our becoming a vehicle
for communication within the river valley. Thanks again
for your leadership role in assuring the success of the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

Sincerely,

Kay L. Schwie
President

c.c., Miteh Kezar
Kent Kobersteen

~

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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Star and Tribune

Newspapers MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55488 TEL. (612) 372-4107
ALD R. DWIGHT
President and Publisher August 2, 1982

Ms. Kay L. Schwie, President
Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie

Many thanks for your nice letter about the
July 25 Sunday Picture Magazine.

I agree, it was a handsome and well-done
job, and I am glad that you made the effort
to let Kent Kobersteen and Mitch Kezar

0 know about it.

Sincerelz,

e /

DRD/ge

Star and Tribune Newspapers, a division of Minneapolis Star & Tribune Company



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

August 12, 1982

Ms. Kay Schwie

President

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie:

Secretary Watt has asked me to respond to your letter of July 22, 1982,
in my capacity as his assistant for matters related to Project POWDR.
We thoroughly appreciate your making us aware of the important work
your organization is doing in protecting our wetlands. I hope you will

take it upon yourself to encourage other groups to apprise us of their
similar activities.

During the first Task Force meeting of Project POWDR on July 27, 1982,
the members decided to establish four subcommittees to pursue specific
actions to promote wetlands objectives. One of the subcommittees will
address private sector initiatives in particular. I believe that this
subcommittee is best suited to address your organization's immediate
interest in protecting the 2,200 acres of the lower Minnesota River
Valley. As such, I have forwarded a copy of your letter along with a
personal note from me to Mr. Robert Marcotte, Chairman of the Board of
Ducks Unlimited, and also chairman of the Private Sector Initiatives
Subcommittee of Project POWDR. You may wish to contact Mr. Marcotte
directly, and if so, his mailing address is Ducks Unlimited, P.0. Box
66300, Chicago, 111inois 60666. I have also forwarded a copy of your
letter to Mr. Walter McAllester of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
who is also assisting Secretary Watt in this project.

I sincerely appreciate your willingness to take the time and effort to
apprise us of your organization's activities. Please feel free to con-
tact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Jack M. Campbell
Special Assistant to the
Assistant Secretary - PBA



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

August 12, 1982

Ms. Kay Schwie

President

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie:

Secretary Watt has asked me to respond to your letter of July 22, 1982,
in my capacity as his assistant for matters related to Project POWDR.

We thoroughly appreciate your making us aware of the important work
your organization is doing in protecting our wetlands. I hope you will
take it upon yourself to encourage other groups to apprise us of their
similar activities.

‘L' During the first Task Force meeting of Project POWDR on July 27, 1982,
the members decided to establish four subcommittees to pursue specific
actions to promote wetlands objectives. One of the subcommittees will
address private sector initiatives in particular. I believe that this
subcommittee is best suited to address your organization's immediate
interest in protecting the 2,200 acres of the lower Minnesota River
Valley. As such, I have forwarded a copy of your letter along with a
personal note from me to Mr. Robert Marcotte, Chairman of the Board of
Ducks Unlimited, and also chairman of the Private Sector Initiatives
Subcommittee of Project POWDR. You may wish to contact Mr. Marcotte
directly, and if so, his mailing address is Ducks Unlimited, P.0. Box
66300, Chicago, I11inois 60666. I have also forwarded a copy of your
letter to Mr. Walter McAllester of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
who is also assisting Secretary Watt in this project.

I sincerely appreciate your willingness to take the time and effort to
apprise us of your organization's activities. Please feel free to con-
tact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Jack M. Campbell
c Special Assistant to the
Assistant Secretary - PBA
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Friends of the
Minnesota
Valley
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Box 20244
Bloomington, MN

55420 August 18, 1982

Tim Walsh, Attorney at Law

Dorsey, Windhorst, Hannaford, Whitney & Halladay
220 South 6th Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

Dear Mr. Walsh:

We have received a request for clarification of our

L, activities from the IRS, and have drafted the enclosed
response. I would really appreciate your reviewing the mater-

ial and advising me whether or not you feel I've adequately

responded to their concerns.

Thank you again for your assistance on this. I can be reached
at 347-5197 or 866-2644,

Best regards,




Qriends of the
Minnesota
=\ Valley
e
Box 20244

loomington, MN
55420

August 25, 1982

Ms. Marilyn Gaiovnik ~ EO 7204
Internal Revenue Service Center
Room 338

316 North Robert Street

St. Paul, Mn. 55101

Dear Ms. Gaiovnik:

The following is in response to your inquiry for additional
information/clarification regarding the activities of the
Friends of the Minnesota Valley. T am enclosing a copy of

our first newsletter (you received a draft version), and

also an article about the Refuge and the Friends organization
which appeared in the Sunday Minneanolis Tribune Picture
section, July 25, 1982 (see page 10 for specific information
about the Friends). Since we are starting with a very limited
budget, we have not been able to print any additional liter-
ature yet, but will do so as membershivp and/or grant money
becomes available. The article in the Star has generated ad-
ditional interest and we hope it will also generate memberships.

With regard to question numbers one and two, our involvement
with governmental bodies will be primarily with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, specifically the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area (MVNWRRA) in that we will
be vroviding volunteers to supplement theif staff and activity
programs. We currently have volunteers monitoring wildlife,
assisting with trail patrol, doing computer programming,
assisting with office work, cataloging library and audio-
visual materials, providing expertise in hydrology, etc. Since
the Mn. DNR is responsible for the trail system which will
traverse the refuge, we would likely be considered as working
in conjunction with them also, through trail patrol activities.

Since one of our objectives is to serve as a vehicle for communi-
cation among the various entities within the river valley, we
will participate in community activities in the river valley,
such as encouraging a cooperative effort in implementing the
Master Plan for the River Valley, having a booth at community
fairs, etc., informing residents of the programs and activities
available at the Refuge, and the various volunteer opportunities
available to them.

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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In addition to volunteer activities, we also plan to have a significant
fundraising program aimed at completing the nurchase of land designated

for inclusion in the Refuge and also for completion of a Refuge visitor
center. Any money donated to the Friends of the Minnesota Valley for land
acquisition or for a visitor center would be given to the Refuge for those
purposes. We have been closely studying the program used by The Nature
Conservancy, as we would like to implement a similar tvpe of planned giving
program. We have met with a professional fundraiser, attended a Planned
Giving Seminar sponsored by The Nature Conservancy, and have also discussed
this type of program with an attorney who specializes in this area.

(These consultations and the seminar were provided to us free of charge.)
We have also been identifying individuals within the community who could

be approached regarding a leadership role in a general large-scale fund-
raising effort. (Money generated through memberships will assist us with
fundraising expenses, provide a newsletter for members and printing of
brochures, etc.)

Secretary Watt has recently announced the organization of a new group called
POWDR, "Protect Our Wetland and Duck Resources", and we have approached

that group requesting assistance. (See enclosed letter to Mr. Watt and
accompanying material.) There are several individual landowners in the
river valley who we feel would potentially benefit (from a tax standpoint)
by donating their property for inclusion in the Refuge system, or by

making substantial financial contributions for land acquisition Durposes.

With regard to question number three, we have not (nor will we be) utilizing
money for legislative activities. The time we have (and will be) spending
in this area is also limited. No substantial part of our activities will
consist of lobbying or similarily attempting to influence legislation, and
we will not participate in, or intervene in, any political campaign on
behalf of any candidate for public office. The Refuge was created by Federal
legislation (which is unusual) and has had the continual support of both
State and Federal officials. The Federal money which has in the past been
used for land acquisition has come form LAWCON (Land and Water Conservation
Funds) which are specifically earmarked for these types of acquisitions, but
were recently rescinded. Our senators and representatives are aware of the
recision and some have requested restoration, or indicated an interest in
doing so as new budgets are prepared. Senator Durenburger has been especially
interested inthe Refuge and has also authored a bill which would allow for
an extension of time (bevond that in the original legislation) for land
acquisiton activities (see enclosed). The worth of: the Minnesota Valley
National Wildlife Refuge speaks for itself. It is highly unique and a real
asset to the State and also carries a significant National status. We do
not feel that any special legislative activity is required. The Federal
Government has placed a significant investment in the Refuge to date, and

as LAWCON funds become available I would anticipate that additdonal funds

J

J



IRS -3- August 25, '82

will also be allocated for the Refuge. That would, however, provide only

a portion of the needed acquisition, and over a rather extended period of
time. We feel that donations by private citizens (of either land or monev)
will be needed to accomplish the entire project. We are confident that this
cooperative effort is feasible and that we as individuals in this organization
are willing to invest the time and talent necessary to achieve our objectives.

Should you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kay L. Schwie
President



Fr"i“eﬂr;:ds of the
Minnesota
Valley

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

August 23, 1982

Mr. William B. Blair, Jr.
The Nature Conservancy
1800 Kent Street North
Arlington, Virginia 22209

Dear Mr. Blair:

I am enclosing the response we received from the
Secretary's office regarding Project POWDR. We
are pleased that our material has been forwarded
to Mr. Marcotte, and are looking forward to dis-—
cussing our situation with him.

Thank you again for the interest and assistance
you've provided.

Best regards,

Kay L. Schwie
President

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and naturai resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Septebmer 16 5 198 2 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

The Honorable James McClure

Chairman

Interior and Related Agencies
Subcommittee of Appropriations

1208 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Jim:

I am writing regarding the FY 1983 Appropriations bill for Interior
and Related Agencies. Although it appears that the Senate will not
complete action on this appropriations bill before the October recess
there are a number of issues I want to bring to your attention that
are of concern nationally and of particular interest to the State

of Minnesota and federal facilities within the State.

Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness Act (P.L. 95-495)

In the testimony I presented to the Committee on April 15 regarding
appropriations under the BWCAWA, I referenced two areas for which
funding authority exists under the Act, but figures were not available
at that time.

Funding f (55
$200,000 is requested for appropriation under Section (19).

These funds are projected for use in the following areas:
-Completion of a number of projects undertaken by resorters and
outfitters with grants awarded in FY'81 and FY'82;
-Administration of projects by communities under grants awarded in
FY'82 but not scheduled for completion until well into FY'83.

The program developed under section (19) has proved valuable to the
local community and business interests in the adjustment period neces-
sitated by the major land use change caused by passage of the BWCAWA.
The continued support of this Committee has been of utmost importance
to an area that is hard hit economically, but eager and effective in
making the transition required under the Act. As you know, there was
a several month delay from the time the BWCAWA became law and the time
money was appropriated. Appropriation of §200,000 will allow the
program to conclude in the three-year period envisioned under the Act.
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Funding under Section (18):

As I indicated in my earlier statement to the Subcommittee, I am provid-
ing further detail regarding funding for a program proposed by the
Disabled Veterans Recreation, Inc.

I urge the Subcommittee's favorable consideration of this creative
proposal which utilizes two of the resorts purchased under Section 5
of the BWCAWA.

Authority for the proposal is provided under Section 18 of P.L. 95-495:

"The Secretary in cooperation with the State of Minnesota and
other appropriate groups, consistent with the purposes of this
Act, is authorized and directed to develop a program providing
opportunities for a wide range of outdoor experiences for
disabled persons."

The program would provide a year--round wilderness recreation experience
for disabled veterans in the BWCA. The non-profit organization (based
in the community of Ely) proposal utilizes resorts purchased by the
Forest Service in the project. The purpose of the program is to
facilitate the use of the BWCA by disabled veterans from all parts of
the nation.

It is important to note that federal funds requested for this program
would be utilized to develop facilities that are already federally owned.

The Disabled Veterans Recreation, Inc. organization has held extensive
discussions with the Forest Service regarding the use of the two resorts.
Such use would require special use permits from the Forest Service. The
Forest Service has indicated its willingness to grant such permits.

The Iron Range Resources Rehabilitation Board, an agency of the State of
Minnesota, has provided the organization with a $25,000 grant for initial
planning expenses for the project and is committed to providing additional
funds at a level of between $100,000 and $200,000, if funds are provided
by the federal government. The project has received extensive support
from the Minnesota American Legion, the Minnesota Veterans of Foreign
Wars, the Sierra Club, the Friends of the Boundary Waters, the St. Louis
County Board of Commissioners and other governmental groups.

Through determined effort and leadership, the Disabled Veterans Recreation
Inc. has made rapid progress in developing and providing the needed
support for the program which would provide for utilization of existing
resorts benefiting both disabled veterans and the economy of this area

of Minnesota.
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The project is divided into three phases. Phase I, the pilot project,
would utilize one resort, the Sunny Dene Resort. Phase I costs are
estimated as follows:

Phase 1

Staff Costs 175,000
Expenses 225,000
Construction 125,000
Contingency 25,000
TOTALS 550,000

Income © 375,000
Difference 175,000

I believe the pilot project should be funded. If the Subcommittee does
not believe that it can recommend appropriations for the entire Phase

I costs, I ask the Subcommittee to fund % the cost of the project,
approximately $275,000 in fiscal year 1983.

INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS

Land and Water Conservation Funds, Payments In Lieu of Taxes, Urban
Park Rehabilitation, Historic Preservation and National Park System
Restoration.

I strongly support the $150,000 million recommended for funding of
the LWCF for FY 1983.

The State portion of the program has completed the one-year moratorium
agreed upon and should be funded at a $50 million-§80 million level to
continue an excellent program which is well supported and used in my
State of Minnesota. The State program is particularly important for
the Midwest, South and Eastern regions of the country.

The federal portion of the program must be expanded by the Congress beyond
the administrations request of $63 million for court awards and deficiency
payments to permit completion of the acquistion program:in the national
park and forestry system to the extent specified for each unit. Certainly
the Congress must provide for relief in hardship cases and ensure the
continuation of an acquisition program from willing sellers who are
limited in the use of their land within the federal system.

The $150 million recommended in the first budget resolution is not enough
to meet the existing needs, but will go far to continue an acquisition
program which is equitable and fair to the affected landowners.

I support these levels of funding for the following program:
. ‘Payments- In-Lieu of Taxes, $96 million
. Urban Park Rehabilitation, § 8 million
Historic Preservation $25 million
National Park Service $76 million
Restoration
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Funding for the Metropolitan Rivers Corridor Study Committee:

P.L. 96-607 was signed into law on December 28, 1980. Title IX of

the act establishes a 15-member Study Committee and authorizes a
$300,000 appropriation for a two- year study of the three river corridors
that transect the Metropolitan area of Minneapolis/St. Paul.

It is important that the study be funded to facilitate a review of the
several major management issues that affect the three rivers, but are
not being systematically addressed at this time.

Major federal holdings on the St. Croix--part of the Wild and Scenic
River System--a several thousand acre National Wildlife Refuge and
National Recreation Area on the Minnesota River combine with the federal
navigation interests on the Mississippi River to represent the high
level of federal involvement in the commercial and recreational aspects
of the three river corridors.

As well, there are major local/regional and state parks along the three
rivers. The Study Committee is charged to review the management of

the rivers and make recommendations regarding the future direction for
planning and compatible multiple use of the river system. Emerging
problems indicate that there is an urgent need to get the study underway.

Congested surface water use of the St. Croix resulting in private, state
and federal land use conflicts, public safety concerns for pleasure

craft on the Mississippi and compatible development of large local/state
parklands located in the corridors are some of the major issues neces-
sitating funding the study now. Recent proposed changes in federal policy
also must be assessed at the local/state level to determine the impact

on programs predicated on existing policy and to involve the several
levels of government and the private sector in creative, positive adjust-
ments.

The study which will be conducted by a committee of representatives of
the state, regional and local government of Minnesota, as well as five
federal members, will provide a unique opportunity for developing a real
federal/state/local partnership in reviewing and making recommendations
for the future of this important resource designated national interest
and concern for both commercial and recreational interests.

It is not expected that the study will result in any further federal
designation or federal land acquisition beyond that already established
under existing law. The committee will be out of existence at the end
of a two-year period beginning at the time of the first appropriation.

There is a high level of enthusiasm for the study and a fine study
committee has been appointed by the Secretary of the Interior. Last
year, I engaged in a colloquy with you regarding funding for the study.
However, the Secretary of Interior chose to ignore the colloquy and the
study was not funded.
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I urge the Committee to designate a line item under the appropriate
account in the Interior budget to provide $150,000 for the study
in FY 1983.

Voyageurs National Park:

I am pleased that S. 625, the Voyageurs Park bill, which provides
increased authorization for land acquisition of the 4% of remaining land
in private ownership in Voyageurs Park has passed the Senate and been
reported out by the House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee.

With the increased authorization assured, I strongly urge the Committee
to appropriate $5.8 million for the land acquisition program at Voyageurs
Park. $3.8 million was identified by the administration for court

awards - a legal obligation of the government. An additional §$2 million
is needed for the back-log of hardship cases and willing sellers that
have indicated a desire to sell their property to the Park.

The passage of the Voyageur bill by the Congress and the continued

support by this Committee mean that the great potential of the magnificant
Voyageurs National Park can move toward realization. I want you to

know how important this Committee and the Energy and Natural Resource
Committee actions have been in the resolution of long standing disputes
and easing tensions between citizens of the area and the federal
government.

Appropriations for FY 1983 and beyoﬁd for the Visitor's Center, land
acquisition and park development will continue to be of utmost importance.

St Croix Wild and Scenic River:

The Lower St. Croix Scenic and Recreational River on the Minnesota-
Wisconsin border was established in 1972. 1In the last ten years the
Park Service land acquistion program has underestimated the just
compensation to 465 landowners along the river. I urge the Committee

to review the situation to insure that necessary funds needed to rectify
the deficiency will be available in FY 1983.

Grand Portage National Monument:

The General Management Plan calls for construction of a visitor contact
station, roads, parking, trails and a maintanence facility at the
monument.

$102,000 is needed in FY'83 for advance planning on which all future
visitor development depends.

I urge the Committees favorable consideration of that amount in the
FY 1983 appropriations



Page 6
The Honorable James McClure
September 16, 1982

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Minnesota National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area(PL 94-466):

The master plan for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and
Recreation Area received final approval on August 30, 1982. Fiscal
year 1983 will be the first complete "official" year for the refuge.

Pending approval of the master plan, appropriation requests for land
acquisition and development were not included in the administration's

budget request.

With the master plan in place, I request the Committee favorably conside:
the following additional appropriation for the Refuge in FY 1983.

The Minnesota Valley Refuge Visitor Center:

Authorized in PL 94-466, the Refuge master plan lists as its primary
development proposal, the Wildlife Interpretive/Education Center.
Schematic designs have been completed for the Center. The estimated
construction cost is about $6 million.

I strongly urge that $3.3 million be earmarked to initiate construction
on the Wildlife Interpretive/Education Center in the FY 1983 appropria-

tion bill.

Land ACquisitibn:

Of the $8.5 million authorized by PL 94-466, $1.6 million is unexpended.
This $1.6 million has been rescinded and authority to appropriate these
funds will expire on September 30, 1983.

I request the Committee's consideration of restoration of the $1.6
million in the FY 1983 appropriation bill.

Iron River National Fish Hatchery, Iron River, Wisconsin:

Extinction of the lake trout stock in Lakes Michigan and Huron and
severe reduction of Lake Superior stock in the early 1950's have nec-
essitated a strong federal program under the direction of the Department
of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. Rehabilitation of the Upper
Great Lakes Fishery from the devastation caused by sea lamprey depredatic
is of utmost importance to the sportsmen and economy of Minnesota and
the other Great Lakes states. :

Basic to the FWS Rehabilitation and restoration program is restocking
of the fish population so that sufficient fish density can be achieved
and natural reproduction can occur. |
|
|
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The National Hatcheries at Jordan River, Michigan; Hiawatha Forest/
Pendell Creek in the Upper Penninsula; and at Iron River, Wisconsin
are necessary to the restocking program.

Although I support maintenance and rehabilitation of existing facilities,
it is imperative that the hatchery at Iron River, Wisconsin be funded

to permit completion of the construction phase of the project and

move the facility into full production.

No construction funds have been requested for the Iron River National
Fish Hatchery in FY 1983. Construction funds totaling $5,150,000 have
been appropriated in prior years. An additional §5,567,000 projected
as of April 1983, are required to complete construction at the Iron
River National Fish Hatchery.

The Iron River National Fish Hatchery is an essential part of the plan
to restore self-sustaining populations of lake trout in the Upper

Great Lakes. Until the station is completed, annual production at Iron
River National Fish Hatchery will be limited to 500,000 fingerlings
raised in the hatchery building tanks. Design capacity of the completed
hatchery is 3.5 million fingerlings annually. With full production at
Iron River National Fish Hatchery, total FWS production of lake trout
for the Upper Great Lakes will be 9.5 million fingerlings annually.
Needs are estimated at 10-11 million.

Completion of this facility is supported by the Great Lakes Fishery
Commission, all the Great Lakes States, and the Canadian Government.

I urgently request the Subcommittee to appropriate $3.551 million in
FY 1982 to complete the Schacte Creek unit.

The funding and output detail are as follows:

Production (000)

Item $000 Number Pounds
Complete Schacte Creek Unit 3,951 2,600 130
Broodstock enclosure (309)

Production raceways and water (1,432)
control structures

Equipment, vehicles, and (116)
furnishings

Service and storage building (414)

Paved roads, utilities, domestic (457)
sewage, fencing, landscaping, etc

Three residences, utilities, and (823)

landscaping
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Summary of
Requests for Funding
under the
Interior and Related Agencies
Fiscal Year 1983
Appropriations Bill
b

Senator Dave Durenberger

Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Act, PL 95-495 - Programs
which funding is requested in addition to the request to the
Interior Subcommittee of Appropriations on April 15, 1982.

Section (19) - $200,000
Section (18) - §275,000

Disablied Veterans Facility
TOTAL - $475,000

Metropolitan River Corridor Study, PL 96-607 Sec.IX....$150,000.

Voyageurs National Park, PL 91-661, Land Acquisition...$5.8 million.

St. Croix Wild and Scenic River, PL 90-542, Funds for deficiency
payments to landowners as determined by the Subcommittee.

. Grand Portage National Monument, PL 85-910, Advance planning
for future development...$102,000.

Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation
Area, PL 94-466:

Wildlife Interpretive/Education Center....$3.3 million
Land Acquisition ... §1.6 million

Iron River National Fish Hatchery, Iron River Wisconsin,$3.551 million

Raptor Rehabilitation and Recovery Center...$106,300.
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Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

September 28, 1982

Mr. Robert Marcotte

Chairman, Private Sector Initiatives
Subcommittee (POWDR)

Ducks Unlimited

P.0. Box 66300

Chicago, Illinois 60666

Dear Mr. Marcotte: -

We are writing about your plans to encourage private land-
owners to donate their marshlands so they can be used
forever by wildlife. As we pointed out in our letter

of July 22, 1982 to Secretary Watt, which was forwarded
to you by USDI Special Assistant Jack M. Campbell, our
local organization has similar goals for the Minnesota
River floodplain marshes.

Several of the premier marshes of the valley have been
designated to becaome part of the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge, but unfortunately, there are no federal
land acquisition funds currently available. We hope to
help see that these marshes are added to those areas
already protected by the wildlife refuge.

Several of the marsh areas are owned either by corporations or
individuals who we believe could be potential donors, but

who need to be convinced by their peers or other people

at Secretary Watt's level. Your organization could be

very helpful in explaining the values of wetland donations
to the landowners.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has completed their Master
Plan for the area and proposes to improve the marshes by
installing water control structures and to utilize them for
special young wildfowlers hunter training and handicapped
hunting as well as wildlife observation, education and, of
course, wildlife production.

If you can help us by contacting the potential donors to
explain the need for their cooperation, it would be most help-
ful to the cause of wetland preservation in general, and the
saving of the Minnesota Valley in particular. Please write

or call when you need more specific information. My telephone
number is: (612)347-5917.

Sincerely,

Kay L. Schwie, President

Working 1o conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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September 28, 1982

Timothy Walsh

Attorney At Law

Dorsey, Windhorst, Hannaford, Whitney
and Halladay

First Bank Place East

220 South 6th Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

Dear Mr. Walsh:

We received the enclosed letter from the IRS with a
"publicly supported organization and provisional
foundation" status classification, 509(a) (1) & 170

(b) (1) (&) (vi). We are somewhat confused by this and

are wondering whether or not this will affect our
ability to occasionally be invloved in lobbying

(as allowed under 501 (c) (3)). It appears (para.4, Pg. 2)
that donations made to us are tax deductible, regardless.

We have scheduled a board meeting for the evening of
October 6, and would appreciate your calling me before
that date if at all possible. Again, many thanks for
your assistance with this.

Best regards,

Kay Schwie
President

Encl.

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley,

e
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September 28, 1982

Mr. Robert Marcotte

Chairman, Private Sector Initiatives
Subcommittee (POWDR)

Ducks Unlimited

P.O. Box 66300

Chicago, Illinois 60666

Dear Mr. Marcotte: T

We are writing about your plans to encourage private land-
owners to donate their marshlands so they can be used
forever by wildlife. As we pointed out in our letter

of July 22, 1982 to Secretary Watt, which was forwarded
to you by USDI Special Assistant Jack M. Campbell, our
local organization has similar goals for the Minnesota
River floodplain marshes.

Several of the premier marshes of the valley have been
designated to become part of the Minnesota Valley National
wildlife Refuce, but unfortunately, there are no federal
land acquisition funds currently available. We hope to
help see that these marshes are added to those areas
already protected by the wildlife refuge.

Several of the marsh areas are owned either by corporations or
individuals who we believe could be potential donors, but

who need to be convinced by their peers or other people

at Secretary Watt's level. Your organization could be

very helpful in explaining the values of wetland donations
to the landowners.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has campleted their Master
Plan for the area and proposes to improve the marshes by
installing water control structures and to utilize them for
special young wildfowlers hunter training and handicapped

hunting as we}l as wildlife observation, education and, of
course, wildlife production.

If you can help us by contacting the potential donors to
explain the need for their cooperation, it would be most help-
ful to the cause of wetland preservation in general, and the
saving of the Minnesota Valley in particular. Please write

or call when you need more specific information. My telephone
number is: (612)347-5917.

Sincerely,

Kay L. Schwie, President

Working 1o conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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Box 20244

Bloomington, MN Mr. Robert Marcotte

55420

Chairman, Private Sector Initiatives
Subccrrmttee (POWDR)

Ducks Unlimited

P.0. Box 66300

Chicago, Illinois 60666

Dear Mr. Marcotte:

We wrote to you in September (copy enclosed) regarding our
interest in the innovative approach of Project POWDR to
assist in encouraging wetland donation to managing agencies.
The Friends of the Minnesota Vallev has bequn working with
the Nature Conservency, and other organizations, in an
effort to gain expertise in fundraising and the principles
of land donation. We have also begun same successful co-
operative land management and the development of natural
resource educational ventures with two major corporations
in the river vallev.

To be entirely successful in our quest to complete the refuge
and recreation area land acquisition, and to build a strong
corporate - community - environmental cooperative effort, we
will need outside support and leadership assistance. We feel
that the membership of Project POWDR has the expertise needed
to assist us in reaching our goals. Wetland preservation is
of prime importance to us, and time is of essence. Many
pieces of very valuable habitat (some with exceptionally unique
qualities), are threatened with impending development. We have
not heard or read anything about your project and its status.
Perhaps you've had numerous requests for assistance and are
finding it difficult to set priorities. We are proud of the
progress we've made, but readily admit the need for additional
advice and expertise as we develop our long-range plans. We
would sincerely appreciate knowing whether or not Project
POWDR will be able to assist us at some point in time. Thank-
ing you in advance for any consideration you can provide.

Sincerely,

Kay L. Schwie
Board Member

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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BILL FRENZEL MINNESOTA OFFICE;
THIRD DISTRICT, MINNESOTA

MAYBETH CHRISTENSEN
Room 345

8120 PENN AVENUE SOUTH
B ToN, M A 55431
612-881-4600

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

202-225-2871

Congress of the Anited States

FBouse of Representatives
mmm! Bo&a 20 5 1 5
September 29, 1982

Ms. Kay L. Schwie

President

Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

Bloomington, Minnesota 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie:

I enjoyed having the opportunity to meet with you this past July at the NSP/Minnesota
Valley Natural Wildlife Refuge lease agreement ceremony at Blackdog Lake, and I want
to thank you for your efforts to complete acquisition of the MVNWR.

$8.3 million was appropriated for MVNWR Tland acquisition in FY 1981. $6.6 million of
that was obligated, and the remaining $1.6 million was rescinded and not reappropriated.
The funding comes from the Fish and Wildlife Service LAWCON budget account.

While LAWCON funding is appropriated through the Park Service, Forest Service, and
Bureau of Land Management,in addition to the Fish and Wildlife Service; all acquisition
monies for wildlife refuges are channelled through the FWS. Unfortunately, because of
the cutbacks in Federal expenditures, the FWS has requested LAWCON funding for only two
LAWCON projects this year. One project is in Florida and the other is in Michigan; both
are high priority projects involving endangered species habitats.

As we work to bring the Federal Budget under control, funding for many projects will
have to be reduced or put off until a time when we are better able to provide funding.
While the MVNWR should bear its share of the budget cutting burden, I have little
doubt that it will eventually be completed. There is a slight chance that some funding
may be added during consideration of the FY83 Interior Appropriations bill, which may
occur next Spring. If the Interior bill is considered, I will at that time express my
interest in seeing funding added for the MVNWR.

Again, thank you for your work on behalf of the MVNWR.

Yours very truly,
Bill Frenzel
Member of Congress

BF:eg

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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Box 20244
Bloomington, MN
55420

October 6, 1982

Mr. Forest Carpenter
National Wildlife Refuge Assoc.

Creekwood, Box 226
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372

Dear Mr. Carpenter:

On behalf of the Friends of the Minnesota Valley, I'd like
to thank you and the National Wildlife Refuge Assoc. for
your generous support of our project. Your assistance
has helped significantly in our start-up expenses, and

we are especially appreciative of your willinoness to
assist us during our "developmental phase."

Thank you again so very much for your interest and
support.

Best regards,

L%ﬁuﬁt_

Kay L. \Schwie
President

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Vallev.
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October 26, 1982

612! 345 510

The Honorable Sidney R. Yates
Chairman, Subcommittee on Interior
Appropriations Committee

B308 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington D.C.\ 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

As you mark-up the 1983 Appropriations bill for the
Department of Interior and Related Agencies, I urge you to
seriously consider funding a few small projects which have
a significant impact on my district.

The.Metropolitan River Corridors Study authorized
by P.L. 96-607 will review several management issues effecting
the three river corridors that transect the Metropolitan area
of Minneapolis/St. Paul. The Administration has not requested
funding for the study but emerging problems in the river corri-
dors indicate a serious need to get the study underway. The
authorization provides for a two year study of $300,000. 1
urge you to provide the $150,000 needed to begin this work.

The University of Minnesota School of Veterinary
Medicine runs an excellent Raptor Recovery Program. I am told
this is the leading Raptor Rehabilitation facility in the
country. The people who run this facility have proposed a
program to coordinate the efforts of all the active Raptor
Rehabilitation programs in the country. This program needs
$106,300 in fiscal year 1983.

In addition to these programs there is a third item

of special interest to me. Public Law 94-466 authorized fund-
ing for an Interpretive Center in the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area. The total cost for con-
structing the center is estimated at $6 million. The Administra-
tion has not requested funds for this center, however if there ,
are any available funds within your budget limits I would
appreciate it if we could get a start on this center this year.

Sincerely,

77’»44’@10‘& i

Martin O. Sabo
Member of Congress

MOS/ebl

Minneepohs. Mmhesote
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Friends of the

m\ Valley : ’

November 3, 1982

Box 20244
Bloomington, MN , :
55420 ; We would sincerely appreciate your including the
. ) ' following information in your next newsletter.
. Thank you! :

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

. WILDLIFE SETTING

Watch the abundance of Mn. River Valley birds at the
feeders and the beautiful deer strolling along the
edge of the woods as you answer the phone at the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. (You'll
) likely also see fox, racoon and other small mammals.)
c The Mn. Valley National Wildlife Refuge is located

in Bloomington at 4101 East 78th Street in a beautiful-
ly converted former home overlooking the bluffs of the
Minnesota River. The view is spectacular, and frequently
includes soaring hawks, eagles and pileated woodpeckers.

The Refuge staff is very small right now, and the office
coordinator has recently transferred to another position
within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, A new full-
time person will not be available until after thefirst

of the year. Volunteer assistance in answering the phone
is especially needed. Any additional office skills
(especially typing) would be helpful, but not required.
Anyone (male or female) who enjoys wildlife and who would
have a few hours during a week available to volunteer
should call the Refuge Manager, Ed Crozier, at 854-5900.

Please feel free to edit, if you need to. Thanks again

for your assistance. Seut 2o ; .
S incerely X CPV t?_.k‘_..-if-‘;: c‘\.ﬁ._ C-c"\ﬁr- VV%M-'N»JI-;J Q-"l“"‘ -5 v Pf\_{‘ 8 2
‘ . Lg& : ﬂ’k? lﬁ . CLL»‘.("\ O_t/) U~ N
dﬂl\ . UL M - ‘21.‘\)1-\ @ d-kﬁt-\,) Oecdein~
Kay L. 'Schwie

Board Member

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and naturai resources of the Minnesota Valley.
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November 11, 1982

Mr. Robert Marcotte

Chairman, Private Sector Initiatives
Subcommittee (POWDR)

Ducks Unlimited .

P.0O. Box 66300

Chicago, Illinois 60666

Dear Mr. Marcotte:

We wrote to you in September (copy enclosed) regarding our
interest in the innovative approach of Project POWDR to
assist in encouraging wetland donation to managing agencies.
The Friends of the Minnesota Valley has begun working with
the Nature Conservency, and other organizations, in an
effort to gain expertise in fundraising and the principles
of land donation. We have also begun same successful co-
operative land management and the development of natural
resource educational ventures with two major corporations
in the river vallev,

To be entirely successful in our quest to complete the refuge
and recreation area land acquisition, and to build a strong
corporate - commnity - environmental cooperative effort, we
will need outside support and leadership assistance. We feel
that the membership of Project POWDR has the expertise needed
to assist us in reaching our goals. Wetland preservation is
of prime importance to us, and time is of essence. Many
pieces of very valuable habitat (some with exceptionally unique
qualities), are threatened with impending development. We have
not heard or read anything about your project and its status.
Perhaps you've had numerous requests for assistance and are
finding it difficult to set priorities. We are proud of the
progress we've made, but readily admit the need for additional
advice and expertise as we develop our long-range plans. We
would sincerely appreciate knowing whether or not Project
POWDR will be able to assist us at some point in time. Thank-
ing you in advance for any consideration you can provide.

Sincerely,

Kav L. Schwie
Board Member

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley
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Robert D. Marcotte
Chairman of the Board

DUCKS UNLIMITED, Inc.

3568 Dodge Sireet » Omaha, Nebraska 68131 « Telephone (402) 3424175

December 13, 1982

Ms. Kay L. Schwie .

President :
Friends of the Minnesota Valley
Box 20244

‘ Bloomington, MN 55420

Dear Ms. Schwie,

Thank you very much for your kind letters of September 28 and Novem-
ber 11. Please accept my sincere apologies for failing to reply to both
of these letters. The first because of the fact that the POWDR Committee
had only met once and had not really formulated any objective other than
our stated purpose. The second because I was out of the country.

Naturally, all ‘members of the POWDR Committes are interested in preserv-
ing America's wetlands. It would appear that in the instance of your
Minnesota Valley, significant progress has already been made. I under-
stand that the Fish and Wildlife Service has already purchased significant
acreage for a wildlife reserve and that the Nature Conservancy, one of
our fine sister organizations, is interested in some of the other areas.
These two events, coupled with your successful cooperative land manage-
ment venture and development of resource educational venture with two
major corporations, would indicate that you are making great progress.
We salute you and commend you for your efforts. It would almost appear
as if you should be lending us your expertise rather than the other way
around.

The essence of the POWDR Committee is to see the private sector working
with the public sector for the preservation of a common resource. It
seems to me that you and your group embody the finest principles of this
theory and we may in fact at some time wish to call you for some of

your experiences you have had in achieving what you have.

Please be aésured that all of us on the POWDR Committee, especially in the
private sector group, appreciate the fine work you have done and encour-
age you to keep up the good work.

Thank you for writing.

Y
Sincerely, /é/ﬁ"; /

(’j_,/"-{('”, f-'-:/lfl ,&':'l-zl_
R. D. Marcotte /' 27/ “//,1
Chairman of the Board






