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January 7, 1983 

Mr. William Kirchner 
Richfie l d Bank & Trust Co. 
6625 Lyndale Ave. So. 
Richfield, MN 55423 
Dear Mr. Kirchner: 

r1LE '. .. (; - --- -- · - -- . 

Don Davison, Director of State Parks passed on your letter of December 20, 1982 to Mr. Samuel H. Morgan, regarding the fe n near Savage, for my infonnation. If I may I would 1 ike to prov ide yo u with some background infonnation (see attached), and a status re-port on this fen, cormlonly referred to as Savage Fen. 
Savage Fen is a 108 acre site encompassing a calcareous fen plant conmun1ty located in the Savage Industrial Park. Calcareous fens aru areas saturated with cold water, high in calcium carbonat~ ~ . whkh upwe 11 s from underground water sources. The fen comrn un ity is ranked as endangered in Minnesota because of its rarity and the many rare plant species which inhabit this commun ity. Savdge Fen i s the largest known fen in Minnesota and one of the largest in the Midwest. Savage Fen supports at least six rare plant elements of state significance. The area was f i rst recorrmended for protection in 1926 by Dr. Rosendahl in the Naturalist Guide to the Americas. Unfortunately the area was forgotten abo ut until n-ao:- . 
The Department of Natural Resources Scientific and Natural Areas Program has attempted since 1981 to protect the Savage Fen site. In this regard the Scientific and Natural Areas Program has re-ceived the support of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, t he City of Savage, Wisconsin Society of Biological Scientists , the ColllTlissioners Advisory Convnittee on Scientific and Natura l Areas and others. The land, because of its location, has been appra i sed at over $500,000. However, the principal landowner, Mr. Raymond Formanek rQ.iBctod tho SN/\ Proa rams of for for· t.111 ~ u:t'l. I I i c:tl appra1 sed value requesting a sum almost four times as high. Un-fortunate ly the State can not meet this price which is clea r ly unwarranted. I have discussed the matter further with Mr. For-manek a number of times but have not gotten any further. The Na tu re Conservancy staff and Mr. Wa 11 ace Dayton, Boa rd Member, have also met with Mr. Fonnanek but to no avail. Mr. Forma nek tends to be quite difficult to deal with. However, because Sav<lge . Fen is t he highest prote~tion priority in the State for the SNA 



Letter to Mr. Wm. Kirchner 
January 7. 1~83 
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Program I intend to maintain contact with Mr. Formanek. 
I app reciate your interest in the project and would welcome <·.ny 4ssist ance on your part should yqu be interested. 
Si rHierely. 

'I\ , 

~~ 
Bob OjupXJ~~ Supervisor 
Scientific and Natural Areas Program 

BD:t 
Attach. 
cc: Don Davison 



• I 

COU>! TY: Seo t t : 
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SCi\P L:: REGION: Mississippi River Sand Plains 
D~~R QUAD CODE:: Sl6d 

-~P~a~r~t~o~f~S~e:c~l~6~an~d:....:1:7:..!...,_T.::.1=1=5N~,~R~2=1\~v~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ DESCRIP'1'ION: 

·ENT STATUS : ReCOI11m4nded SNA 11/5/80 

'RSHIP PA..."tlCEL: Private (2 owners) 
I 

. . . 
. o.c :rc.~ -~_!:_GNIFIC&'lCE OF PROJECT AREA 

~.?PROX. ACREAGE :~~-1_18~----~~-

'he c a·l::areous fen plant community (a sloping alkaline bog) that 0ccu.cs aLiuuL 

· ~ miles s outhweat of Savage was rediscovered this summer after over 30 years 
f bt-~ .i.ng overlooked. The fen is saturated by water which is very high in 

'ctlciwn c a rbonates that seeps out from the base of the 100- f oo t hi0h bluffs o \ 
e ~innesota River valley. The composition of the flora that occurs on t he 

eat, s a t .. urated by t,b..is caJ.careous water, is very dis tinctive . , 

ecallse this type of habitat. is so rare, the site supports a number of unco m.rno :1 
plant species inclu.di.ug 6 rare plant Elements. Tofieldi a qlu ti no sa (sticky 
f alse asphodel) was rediscovered here in 1980/recorded in southerr:l"Mirinesota 
(south o f r.it"..ahnaman County)· for the first time since the early 1890' s. ' 
Cladi '...!JTI rnari scoides (twig-rush) was also rediscovered in thi s fen after ove r 
SO y0ars. This is the only site of this rare species in southern Minnesota . 
I n acdi t: ion, four other rare pl.aot: Elements have been documented to occur here: 
2 in 1980, 1 in 1948 and 1 in 192.4. 

The r<O!d i scovery of this site .in June of this year triggere d an in t ensive 
se arc~ f o r all occurrences of this type ·of plant community in Minneso ta . 
Alt.!10 \.lg 11 t he Heritage Program visited seven other fens or fen-like plant 
cor!UP.: .. :: .. ni tie s in 19 80, ·none of the other sites compare favorably in terms of 
size or lack of disturbance. Due to the dependence o f c alc a reous fens o!l ver · 
localiz12d water chemistry and hydrologic conditions (specifically, the s eep a..:; . 
of c alcium carbonate-rich water), the number of possible locations for the s e 
p lant communities is very limited. It is highly unl ikely that a comparable 
calc~reous fen will ever be discovered in the future. 

This n :Lt:ural iirea was fiJ:st reco~ended for preservation by Dr. Rosendahl in 
the .~a ~ ~ · i:c alist' s G~de to the Americas published in 1926. The· f e n i? locate 
in ii - ~ "• : ~ _"i1: 01.1 6"f"''$~'7:"ge"· w!)l@t is rapidly being d@v@lop@d for indu-otriaJ.. pur?o:=;.:: 
Prel .·~ ri. 1. a.r y contact with. the landowners indicated a willingness to nc:got_i..:t tc '. 

pos s:-.. h l ·~ sale or land .e:l!:ch.anga but the distinct possibi lity o f siting a..ri 

indus tr i.:Ll pa.rk. on 
1
this ai ta waa also raised. Calcareous fer.s are ecologi c ... 1 .1 

signifi:ca~t . an a re:qJ.on.aJ. baaia •• well as being one of Minnesota 's most 
endangereO. pJ.q.t Cdfllm\Ul.1rtie1. 
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January 7, 1983 

Mr. William Kirchner 
Richfield Bank & Trust Co. 
6625 Lyndale Ave. So. 
Richfield, MN 55423 

Dear Mr. Kirchner: 

'-//'sy 
r1LE ~ · . C - -------

B~ ~ 1.. f' _.n.. •. _a~ ~ sa~~ f-Jt>t.w--~-~ 

~7-32-i'i{ 

<>! ,, , "' ..,L- lJ2t.k-.... Q..u9 , 
s~~·· 

-hJjc.J.-fn ~£3. --- J~~ ~~ 
~ - ........,,,1,1 drv-e L-t.Jl ~lv-{. µ_ a...J 
~ ~-~ .J'flt {um, ~MtA.c¥-
~4lawpb 5~ ~~~~ 

cJh. jlA<. <::.A-Don Davison, Director of State Parks pas~ed on your let ter of December 20 1 1982 to Mr. Samuel H. Morgan, regard ing the fen near Savage, for my i nfonnation. If I may I would 1 i ke to pro vi de you with some background infonnation (see attached), and a status re-port on this fen. commonly referred to as Savage Fen. 
Savage Fen is a 108 acre site encompassing a calcareous fen plant corrmunity loca ted in the Savage Industrial Park. Calcareous fe ns are areas satura t ed with cold water, high in calcium carbonat s , wh'ich up\\iell s from underground water sources. The fen community is ranked as endangered in Minnesota because of its rarity and the many rare plant species which inhabit this community. Savage Fen is the largest known fen in Minnesota and one of the largest in the Midwest. Savage Fen supports at least six rare plant elements of state significance. The area was first recorTTTiended for protection in 1926 by Dr. Rosendahl in the Naturalist Guide to ~Americas. Unfo.rtunately the area was forgotten abo ut until Ilsa. 
The Department of Natural Resources Scientific and Natural Areas Program has attempted since 1981 to protect the Savage Fen site. In this regard the Scientific and Natural Areas Program has re-ceived the support of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the City of Savage, Wisconsin Society of Biological Scientists, the Conrnissioners Advisory Committee on Scientific and Natural Areas and others. The land, because of its locat ion , has been appraised at over $500,000. However, the principal landowner, Mr. Raymond Formanek re.iectod tho '.NI\ Pronrarns offer for ll11~ c er· LI r i t.!d appraised value requesting a sum almost four times as high. Un-fortunately the State can not meet this price which is clearly 
um~arranted. I have discussed the matter further with Mr. For-manek a number of times but have not gotten any further. The Nature Conservancy staff and Mr. Wallace Dayton, Board Member, have a 1 so met with Mr. Fonnanek but to no ava i1. Mr. For111c. nek tends to be quite difficult to deal wi th. However, because Sa vdge . Fen is the highest protection priority in the State for the SNA 

• 1 - .. 
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Program I intend to maintain contact with Mr. Formanek. 
I appreciate your interest in the project and would welcome c\ny 4ssistance on your part should you be interested. 

BD:t 
Attach. 
cc: Don Davison 

Program 
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The calcareous fen plant community (a sloping alkal i ne bog) that occurs about 

1~ miles southwes.t of Savage was rediscovered this swnmer after over 30 years 

of being ov-erloak&d. The fen is saturated by WC!.ter which is very high in 

calcium carbonates tha.t seeps out from the base of the 100-foot high bluffs o f 

the !vtinnesota. Ri.ver val.ley. The composition of the flora that occurs on the 

peat, saturated by this ca.J.careous water, is very distinctive. 

Beca~se this type of habitat is so rare, the site supports a number of uncora~o n 

plant species inc.lu.di.o.g 6 rare plant Eiements. Tofieldia glutinosa (sticky 

false asphodei) was rediscovered here in 1980/recorded in southern Minnesota 

(south o f ~.ahnaman County) for the first time since the early 18 9 0' s. = 

C .. i um rn.ariscoides (twig-rush) was a.lso rediscovered in this fen after over 

5 ears . This is the only site of this rare species in southern Minnesota. 

In aC.dition, four other rare pl.ant Ele.rn.ents have been documented to occur here: 

2 in 1980, l in 1948 and 1 in 192.4. 

The rediscovery of this site .in June of this year triggered an intensive 

searc~ for all occurrences of this type ·of plant community in Minnesota. 

Although Lhe Heritage Program visited seven other fens or fe n -like plant 

corrurn .. :nities in 1980,·none of the other sites compare favorably ~n terms of 

size or lack of · disturbance. Due to the. dependence of calcareous fens on ve r 

localized water chemistry and hyd.rologic conditions (specifically , the seepag. 

of calcium carbona te-rich. water), the number of possible locations for these 

plant communitie£ is verJ limi ted. It is highly unlikely that a comparable 

calca r eous fen will ever be discovered in the future. 

This natural area was fil::st recommended for preservation by Dr. Rosendahl in 

·the :~ai ·. u:c alist' s Guide to the Americas published in 1926. The· fen i$ locate 

in a ·~~::rt~n"""~-:f"""~-:~:g:L w!)lCh" is rapidly b@ing d@v@lop@d for induntrial purpos e 

Pre L .. r.:i:..na.ry contact with the landowners indicated a willingness to negoti.a.te 

poss. .:..bl·~ sale or land .e:itchange but the distinct possibility of siting an 

industri.:Ll park on this site was also raised. Calcareous fer.s are ecologica J 

si9nif.i:cant . Q~ a reqional basis as well as being one of Minnesota's most 

·endangered pl.ant commwiitie9. · 
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BILL FRENZEL 
TlllD DISTllCT, MIUIUOTA 

WAStCfGTtll Of'FlCE: 
1026 l.oNGWDITH BUii.DiNG 

202-225-2871 
~ongrt.5.5 of tbt utnittb 3i>tatt.5 

Jt}ouse of ~epresentatfbe' 
81astiington, •.C:. 20515 

February 24, 1983 

Mr. Ed Martin and 
Mr. John Tietz 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Sox 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Messrs. Martin and Tietz: 

I am pleased to accept your offer to be an 
honorary board member of the Friends of the 
Minnesota Valley. 

I will most likely be 
of your meetings, but 
working on the needed 
Refuge. 

unable to attend many 
look forward to I 
legislation for th 

IHKIUSOTA Clff1CE: 

MAYBETH CHRISTENSEN 

ROOM 345 
8120 P[J(N AvacUt SOUTH 

BLOOMINGTON, MINNESOTA 55.UI 
612·881-4600 

Yours very truly, 

BF:mc 

~[ 
Bill Fre~ 
Member of Congress 

nus STATIONEllY PRIJITED ON PAP£Jt IWl£ Wmt UC:YCLED FlllUS 

7 ; ! 
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Friends of the 

Minnesota #;, 
Box 20244 
Bloomington. MN 
55420 

March 9, 1983 

M=rrill L. Blaskey, Chairman 
Contributions Review Corrrnittee 
Northern States Power Co. 
414 Nicollet ~..all 
Minnea:t:alis, Minnesota 55401 

Dear Mr. Blaskey: 

V\e are rrost grateful for your recent $500. 00 gift. We are 
in the process of launching the Minnesota Valley Heritage 
Registry Program, which includes publication of a brochure 
describing the program to Minnesota river valley landowners. 
This project is a key element in achieving our organizational 
goals, and a :t:artion of your gift will be used to cover the 
cost of publishing the brochure describing the project. 

'IIBnk you again for your generous sup:t:art! 

Sincerely, 

Kay L. Schwie 
Board of Directors 

c.c. Don Chmiel 
NSP Envirorurental 
Regulatory Dept. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 



MAR TIN OLAV SABO 

\~~~~-,;,',:~I'~ ·" ~·-·· '), 

~" b.1· 
' '1:...,..Y "' 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcomminees : 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transportation 

Qlongress of tqe lilnitei'.l §tates 
Jaou.se of iB.epresentutiues 

lllilnsqington.' ID.Ql. 2 O 515 

Edward M. Brigham, III 
Regional Vice President 
National Audubon Society 
North Midwest Regional Office 
Suite 920, Lumber Exchange Building 
10 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

Dear Mr. Brigham: 

I 

March 18, 1983 

·Hfi Ca•11m •1 Hou~ Qtf ;cp ~.1i.:C:1rg 

\l\ ., ~t \111{.Jl Cl ll ~ c 2';5 :> f 
1/0:}) 225 4/~~ \ 

4.62 Federal Court:;; 8 111ld 11'g ' 
110 South 4th Sueet 

M1nneapohs, Minnesota 55401 \ l n \ 
16121349-5110 1Vl \}} .J(../ 

v..~ ~(, . 
RECEIVED 

EDWARD M. BRIGHAM m 

Thank you for the copy of your letter to Congressman Breaux urging 
his assitance in matters related to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge . . 

I share your interest in the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge and I will do what I can to secure funding for its proper upkeep. 
You can count on my support. 

MOS/ebc 

Sincerely, 

~$,~~ 
Martin 0. Sabo 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBfr1S 
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MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th Oi~ffH.:l, Mlllflt!SOl d 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcomminees: 

~. '~ .:.:· ;.rj:." 
.. \~ti~/"..."'' ,: . 
~- lo . •. 

• 1,, i .... ./' 
Housing & Urban Development 

and Independent Agencies 

Transportation 

Qlongre.s.s of tqe lllniteo §tates 
Jlfou.se of iSepre.sentntiur.s 

111!1asqington. ·m.<!l. 20515 

Edward M. Brigham, III 
Regional Vice President 
National Audubon Society 
North Midwest Regional Office 
Suite 920, Lumber Exchange Building 
10 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 

I 

March 18, 1983 

11 :~1; Ca•111n•1 Hou..;e Offtce E:hnlC:1··g 

W d::.l1111Qton. DC 2C5 ·t> t 
•lfJ11 225 4/S5 \ 

482 Federal Courts B111ldm9 ' 
110 South 4th Street 

M 1nneapolls, M innesota 55401 \ · l /) \ 
!6121 349-5110 /\/l \)} ..J(,_) y_o:_ ~(, .. . 

RECEIVED 

r .~AR 2 5 19fm. 

EDWARD M. BRIGHAM m 

Dear Mr. Brigham: ~ 

Thank you for the copy of your letter to Congressman Breaux urging 
his assitance in matters related to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge . . 

I share your interest in the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge and I will do what I can to secure funding for its proper upkeep. 
You can count on my support. 

MOS/ebc 

-

Sincerely, 

~<9,.2~ 
, Martin O. Sabo 

Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLE D FIBff•S 



Friends of the 

Minnesota 
Valley 

Box 20244 
Bloomington. MN 
55420 

March 24, 1983 

The .Honorable Dave Durenberger 
U.S. Senator 
353 Russell Senate Office 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

We understand that the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works and the Subcommittee on Environmental 
Pollution will be meeting in April to consider amend-
ments to existing Acts which authorized wildlife refuges 
like our own Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 
We further understand that you are a member of these 
committees. 

As you know the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge Act (PL 94-466) was passed in 1976, but it 
now needs updating to reflect escalating costs of 
land yet to be purchased, the change in boundaries 
and the need to reimburse the cities and counties 
that have land within the project. These changes 
have been recommended in the approved master plan 
which was well supported during the public involvement 
meetings and later expressed in letters and resolutions 
from individuals and committees. 

Enclosed is a copy of draft legislation which we wish 
you would ask the subcommittee on wildlife to consider. 
It does not appropriate any additional funds at this 
time. Also included are letters from the Bloomington 
Chamber of Commerce, the Minneapolis Chapter Izaak 
Walton League, the National Audubon Society, the 
National Wildlife Refuge Association, the City of 
Savage, and the City of Bloomington supporting the 
project. 

In addition to this needed government action our 
group is looking toward ways of creating new 
public-private partnerships to help complete the 
refuge so that it will not be solely a federal 
responsibility. As these develop we will be keeping 
you informed of our progress. 

The refuge is still as an exciting project as it was 
when it was begun in the early 1970's and it is now 
half completed. We hope that you will assist us in 
it's completion. 

Sincerely, 

Ed Martin, Chairman 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 



Friends of the 

Minnesota 
Valley 

Box 20244 
Bloomington. MN 
55420 

March 25, 1983 

The Honorable Robert T. Stafford 
U.S. Senator 
133 Hart Senate Off ice Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

We understand that the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works and the Subcommittee on Environmental 
Pollution will be meet i ng i n Apri l to consider 
amendments to existing Acts which authorize wildlife 
refuges like our own Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. We further understand that Minnesota 
Senator Durenberger is a member of these committees. 

As you know the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge Act (PL 94-466) was passed in 1976, but it 
now needs updating to reflect escalating costs of 
land yet to be purchased, the change in boundaries 
and the need to reimburse the cities and counties 
that have land within the project. These changes 
have been recommended in the approved master plan 
which was well supported during the public involvement 
meetings and later expressed in letters and resolutions 
from individuals and committees. 

Enclosed is a copy of draft legislation which we wish 
you would ask the subcommittee on wildlife to consider. 
It does not appropriate any additional funds at this 
time. Also included are letters from the Bloomington 
Chamber of Commerce, the Minneapolis Chapter Izaak 
Walton League, the National Audubon Society, the 
National Wildlife Refuge Association, the City of 
Savage, the State of Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, and the City of Bloomington supporting the 
project. 

In addition to this needed government action our 
group is looking toward ways of creating new 
public-private partnerships to help complete the 
refuge so that it will not be solely a federal 
responsibility. As these develop we will be keeping 
you informed of our progress. 

The refuge is still as an exciting project as i t was 
when it was begun in the early 1970's and it is now 
half completed. We hope that you will assist us in 
it's completion. 

Sincerely, 

Ed Martin, Chairman 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Va lle\: 



Friends of the 

Minnesota 
Valley 

Box 20244 
Bloomington . MN 
55420 

March 25, 1983 

The Honorable John H. Chafee 
U.S. Senator 
523 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

We understand that the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works and the Subcommittee on Environmental 
Pollution will be meeting in April to consider 
amendments to existing Acts which authorize wildlife 
refuges like our own Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. We further understand that Minnesota 
Senator Durenberger is a member of these committees. 

As you know the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge Act (PL 94-466) was passed in 1976, but it 
now needs updating to reflect escalating costs of 
land yet to be purchased, the change in boundaries 
and the need to reimburse the cities and counties 
that have land within the project. These changes 
have been recommended in the approved master plan 
which was well supported during the public involvement 
meetings and later expressed in letters and resolutions 
from individuals and committees. 

Enclosed is a copy of draft legislation which we wish 
you would ask the subcommittee on wildlife to consider. 
It does not appropriate any additional funds at this 
time. Also inc l uded are letters from the Bloomington 
Chamber of Commerce, the Minneapolis Chapter Izaak 
Walton League, the National Audubon Society, the 
National Wildlife Refuge Association, the City of 
Savage, the State of Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, and the City of Bloomington supporting the 
project. 

In addition to this needed government action our 
group is looking toward ways of creating new 
public-private partnerships to help complete the 
refuge so that it will not be solely a federal 
responsibility. As these develop we will be keeping 
you informed of our progress. 

The refuge is still as an exciting project as it was 
when it was begun in the early 1970's and it is now 
half completed. We hope that you will assist us in 
it's completion. 

Sincerely, 

Ed Martin, Chairman 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Vall e\.· 



Friends of the 

Minnesota 
Valley 

Box 20244 
Bloomington . MN 
55420 

March 24, 1983 

The .Honorable Rudy Boschwitz 
U.S. Senator 
2317 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

We understand that the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works and the Subcommittee on Environmental 
Pollution will be meeting in April to consider 
amendments to existing Acts which authorize wildlife 
refuges like our own Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. We further understand that Minnesota 
Senator Durenberger is a member of these committees. 

As you know the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge Act (PL 94-466) was passed in 1976, but it 
now needs updating to reflect escalating costs of 
land yet to be purchased, the change in boundaries 
and the need to reimburse the cities and counties 
that have land within the project. These changes 
have been recommended in the approved master plan 
which was well supported during the public involvement 
meetings and later expressed in . letters and resolutions 
from individuals and committees. 

Enclosed is a copy of draft legislation which we wish 
you would ask the subcommittee on wildlife to consider. 
It does not appropriate any additional funds at this 
time. Also included are letters from the Bloomington 
Chamber of Commerce, the Minneapolis Chapter Izaak 
Walton League, the National Audubon Society, the 
National Wildlife Refuge Association, the City of 
Savage, and the City of Bloomington supporting the 
project. 

In addition to this needed government action our 
group is looking toward ways of creating new 
public-private partnerships to help complete the 
refuge so that it will not be solely a federal 
responsibility. As these develop we will be keeping 
you informed of our progress. 

The refuge is still as an exciting project as it was 
when it was begun in the early 1970's and it is now 
half completed. We hope that you will assist us in 
it's completion. 

Sincerely, 

Ed Martin, Chairman 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 

·Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley 



AMENOMEi'lT TO 
P.L. 94 - ..166 

NI NN~ SOTA VALLEY NATIONAL hILDLIFE REFUGE ACT 

The Mi_nllesota Val1ey fiati onal Widlife Re fuge Act (Public Law 94-466), authorizing 
the estab1i shment of a nati onal wildlife refuge in the Minnesota River Valley, 
is amended by arr.ending and adding t he fo1l mv ing sections: 

I\. 1· s ~I \ ' 1) , d ,'-\lnenc.ing ec. '+ \ a } ~ .l to rea -

"Ap proximate ly 12,400 acres of lands, marshes, submerged 
l ands, and open waters in the lower Mi nnEsota River Valley, 
which are depicted as a wildlife refuge on a map dated 
June 1982 and entitled "Official Map - Minnesota Valley 
Nationa l t~il dlife Recreat ion Area", ':J hich sha11 be on file 
and availa bl e for public inspection in the offices of the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department 
of the Inter ior;" and 

Amen di ng Sec. 4(b)(l ) to read -

"The Seuet~ry s!:C1l1 aqu ire lands, \·:s. te r s, end interests 
t herei n, iaclud ~ ng ou blic lands owned by the ~ ta te of 
Mi nr. esota and i ts poi itica l subdivis io:. s, ~1ithin the 
bound aries cf t he refuge by (A) donat ion; (3 ) p~rcha ~ e or 
l ease (w ith donat~d , transferred, or ~DP~Jpriated f unds) ; 
Gr ( C) exc hcno?. · i 

Adjusts refuge 
boundaries to 
incluce Wilkie 
Park and cthe:r 
special a reas 
identified in 
Master P J.an as 
needing pro-
tection. 

Authorize.:; 
Secretary of the 
Ir:te :::ior ::o 
f . .ffc:Oase .: i t y 
or cour.ty -owned 
lands . 



Amending Sec. 6(a) to read -

"Gene.·al - The Secretary shall, in coopera tion with the 
State and political subdivisions thereof, develop and 
i mpleiT.ent a comp rehensive plan for the conservation, pro-
tection , prese rvat ion and interpretation of the Minnesota 
Val ley National Wild life Refuge and the adjacent wildlife 
rec reation area . " 

~~endi r. g Sec . 7(a ) -

"Grants - The Secretary shall provide sufficient financial 
assistance to the State and its political subdivisions to 
enable it to acquire and develop lands, waters and interests 
therein in the wildlife recreation area. The Secretary may 
rei mburse the State and its political subdivisions for lands, 
viaters and interests therein contained within the \'Jild1ife 
refuge at the ti me of its establishment. Such grants shall 
be subject to such other tenns and conditions as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary." 

,;mending Sec. 10 ( a) -

"Acquisition - lhe re are au t horized to be appropriated 
sJch affiounts as may be necessary for acquisition of lands, 
wate rs, and ~ r tere sts t~erein in the refuge-recreation 
2rea , pursua n ~ to Sections 4(b)(l) and (7)(a) of this Act, 
excep t that such s~~s shall not exceed a t otal of 
529 ,500,000 for t he period beginning October 1, 1977 
2~tending i nde f ini tely until the monies availa ble are 
expen ded." 

2 

Deletes 3-year 
!:"equirement for 
Master Plan and 
instrt:cts 
Secretary of the 
Interior to im-
plerr.en t plan. 

Gives the 
Secretary of the 
Interior authority 
to ass ist State 
and cities in 
acquisition of 
land on recrea-
tion are a ar..d 
reimburse them 
£or re fuge lands. 

Ir.crea~es 

spending authority 
to kee~ ;_ip with 
inflation and 
d f'.l ete s time 
dea d line. 



Amending Sec. 10( b) -

"Develop::ient - There are authoriz ed to be appropriated 
such amounts as r.1ay be necessary for the development of 
the refuge -recreation area, except that such sums shall 
not exceed $9,000,000 for the period beginning October 1, 
1977, extending indefinitely until the monies available 
are expf:nded. 11 

Addin g to Sec. lO(c) -

"In furtherance of the purposes of Section 4(c) of this 
Act, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to accept 
unrestricted or conditional gifts, devises, bequests or 
loans of money, real or personal property, or proceeds 
therefrom, or interests therein, for the benefit of the 
Minnesota Vall ey Na tional Wildlife Refuge in performing 
its activities and services. Such acceptance may be 

subject to the terms of any restrictive or affirmative 
covenant, or condition or servitude which may include 
the obligation to repay loans or conditional gi fts of 
money, or to enter into a lease-purchase agreement for 
a tem not to exceed t v1enty (20) years, for a visitor 
center and related facilities, or any other covenant, 
condition or servitude, deemed by the Secretary to be 
in accor~ a nce with law and compatible with the purpose 
for which acceptance is sought, subject to appropriation 
by Congress. " 

:i r...ny gift s or bequests 0f money, and proceeds from the 
sal es of other property received as gifts or bequests 
pursuant to this subsection, shall be disbursed upon 
order of the Secretary for the benefit of progra~s 
administered by the Uni t ed States Fish ~nd Wildlife 
Se r"1 ice.' ' 

3 

Increases 
spending authority 
to keep up with 
inflation. 

Allow~ 

Secretary of the 
Interior to accept 
gifts with reser-
vations and allows 
for lease-purchase 
of visitor center. 



'Fo: t~2 pJ rpose of Federal income, C5ta te, an d gift 
tax2s, ~oney , property , or proceeds t heref rom, or 
in!et~sts therein, accepted under this subsection shall 
be cJ~sidered as a gift or bequest or conditional gift 
ot bequest to the Un ited States. 11 

4 



OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
BOX • CENTENNIAL OFFICE BUILDING • ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA • 55155 

DNR INFORMATION 
{612) 296-6157 

The Honorable John Breaux, Chairman 

FILENO. ____ _ 

March 8, 1983 

Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wil d'I if e Conservation , and f:_he Environment 
·committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
U.S . House of Representatives. 
Washington O. C, 20515 

Dear Representative Breaux: 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has been working closely with the 
U.S . Fish and Wildlife Service in planning and developing the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge, Recreation Area, and State Trail and is interested 
in seeing the refuge realized to its fullest potential. 

We understand that the Subcommittee on Fisheries> Wildlife Conservation, and 
the Environment is reviewing legislation to amend the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge Act (PL 94-466). The Minnesota DNR would like to 
indicate its support for the proposed amendments to this act . In particular, 
the DNR supports the follm<Jing amendments: · 

1. To adjust the boundaries of the Refuge and Wildlife Recreation Area to be 
consistent with the lands identified in the comprehensive plan and to 
instruct the Secretary of tt:ie Interior to impl ement and adhere to the 
policies and programs detailed in the comprehensive plans. 

2. To increase the spending authority for acquisition and development to keep 
up with inflation and to delete the deadlines for acquisition and 
development of the Refuge • 

. 3. To authorize and direct the Secretary of the Inter ior to assist the state 
and local units of government with the acquisition and development of the 
\~ildlife Recreation area. However, to assure that the acquisition and 
development of the Wildlife Recreation Area proceeds along with the 
acquisition and develOpmetit of the Wildlife Refuge~ the Minnesota . DNR 
proposes that one-third of any federal appropriations made for the 
implementation of this Act be reserved for the grants contemplated by Sec. 
7 (a). 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 



These amendments to the Minnesota Valley Act ident ify t imely changes in t he 
legislation which would enable the U.S. Fish and Wi ldlife Service , the 
Minnesota DNR and the local units of government t o .fu lf il1 their roles in 
implementing the comprehensive plan and managing t he ·resources of the lower . 
Minnesota River valley . 

cc: The Honorabl e James L. Oberstar 
The Honorable Bill Frenzel 

:cjm 
l381 E 

The Honorable Martin 0. Sabo 
The Honorable Dave Durenberger 
The Honorable Rudy Boschwitz 

Yours Truly, 

ll _f:h5~---. A' 
~ 

Commi ss ioner 



Home of Don Patch 

March 3, 1983 

U. S. Rep. William Frenzel 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Hr. Frenzel: 

--. -x - -c. -

~= 

C ITY HALL 612 890-1045 

We have received your letter of January 13, 1983 expressing 
your support for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, 
and your efforts to secure funding for the project. 

Since you asked to be kept abreast of this issue, we are advising 
you that the Merchant Marine and Fisheries Subcommittee on 
Fisheries, Wildlife Conservation and Environment will meet on 
March 9 to discuss amendments to the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge Act (PL94-466). 

This seems like an appropriate time to support what changes are 
needed to accommodate the inclusion of the Rice Lake wayside and 
Wilkie Park in the project, and the establishment ·of the refuge 
headquarters facility and recreational development, including 
trails and boat ramp, in Savage. 

To do this, we believe an amendment is necessary to provide for 
increased acquisition authority in terms of time, additional 
appropriation authority, and adjustment of the size of the 
national wildlife refuge within the old boundaries as recommended 
by the state-federal master plan. 

We would like to see an appropriation at this time for 
construction of such facilities as the refuge head~~arter complex . 

. Sincerely, _ 
/ 

Henry Sinda-.. 
City Administrator 

cc: Honorable John Breaux 
Subcommittee Chairman 

U. S. Rep. James Oberstar 
Subcorrnnittee member 

Ron Erickson 
Savag e Park Board 

----
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.. RESOLUTION NO: R-S2-ll7 -

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE-INTERPRETIVE -HEADQUARTERS IN 
SAVAGE NEAR RICE LAKE · ~ 

---

< • 
\. 

-
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Natural .Resources int~ds to 
establish a state trail system connecting lands. within the -Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area; and 

~ ~ - -- ~~ -:;-..:: 

WHEREAS, the proposed trail will connect the Louisville wetlands, at 
the south, to Fort Snelling, at the north; along and adjacent to the 
Minnesota River; and 

\ -
WHEREAS, said trail system will include the establishment of an 
administrative-interpretive headquarters, and the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge recommends that the facility be located 
at the mid-point in the trail system; and 

WHEREAS, one of the proposed sites is Rice Lake, at the border between 
the communities of Savage and Shakopee; and 

WHEREAS, the Savage Park Board supports the establishment of said 
facility at Rice Lake. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Savage strongly support the establishment of an administrative-
interpretive headquarters in Savage near Rice Lake. 

- . \:_-·- - ..... 

-BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that congressional ~ presentatives be requested 
to seek funding for said facility. --

Adopted by the Mayor and 
Minnesota, this 14th day 

,~t~ 
Henry Sinda /n.. 
ATTEST: 

City Administrator 

• 
• 

Council of the City of Savage, Scott County, 
of October, 1982.:..--· 

ti<!.~~~ .l;tU~~ 
Re :l Hopp, 
,4C-r1A/() 

Mayor 
..::. 

Motion by - Mackie 
. 

S~cond hYL~Scheller 

Hopp 
Mackie 
Remer 

.,. 

absent-~ 

aye 
aye 

-.· _. --~ ,. 

Scheller 
Gutoske-

aye 
aye 



~~~~~~1~~~/lllllll 
Ill/II/Ill 

- 1-6996-Creekwood Road- -
Prior Lake. ·HN 55372 
February 26. 1983 

-- ~~ 

..... ~-·: t-. '~;_ - '/.~ -~ f 

H norab1e Ja . s -L. O~~r 1 -~-- --t-:::.~ 
U.S. House of Representattv _s . :r .,...""- · '-· 
Washington, D.C. 20515 c -

Dear Mr. Oberstar: . 

-· 

We understand that the House Subcormtittee on F-tsher1es-a.nd W11d11fe 
Conservation and the Environment 1s scheduled to meet on -March 9, 
1983, !'to consider, among other things,. the reauthorization of 
several National Wildlife Refuges. including the Minnesota Valley 
National W11d11fe Refug ~ere -~" Minnesota. = 

As you are no doubt aware. acqu1stt1on authority for the Minnesota 
Valley Refuge tenn1nates in October ~l983 and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service is nearing the end of 1ts='fund.1flg authority for this 
project. Ue urge your help, as a memtfer of the Subc01t1Dittee, 1n 
supporting an extension of the acqu1slt1on period and an. 1ncrease 
in tbe funding level. :-~ .; o - -

Preferably, the extension of acqu151t1on authority should not have 
an established deadline because of the uncertain funding situation. 
The funding level should b increased from the existing $8.3 million 
to $23.3 million for the federal portfan of this project. The 
state contribution is $6.2 million,· ni~ ng a total of $29.5 m1111on 
needed for the entire state-federal pl"Pject, including the Master 
Plan add1t1ons. -

Perhaps at this time the Comn1ttee sbou1d also consider certain 
other necessary changes, such as prov1s1on for the counties and 
cities to be reimbursed for their lands within the Refuge. They 
are understandably reluctant to tuTn ov r any lands unless they 
are compensated for t he investments they'.llave in theseelands. 
Approval is also needed for boundary-=- djustmehts. as recorm!ended 
by the approved Master Plan, which wc>uld~1ncr:.e,se the size of the 
Refuge from 9,500 acres to bout 12,soo=acref:'- Most of- this 
additional acreage involves the transfer of county and state lands 
to the Refuge--lands which re not cont plate~ in the original 
legislation. .. 
The MINNllOta Valley National Wildlife Refuge will be a tremendous. 
asset to the State of M1nn sota and pa~fcularly to the Twin City 
metropolitan are • The Refug • when completed, will be an out-
standing example of a wildlife refuge, with w11dlife-ori(.nted 
outdoor recreation and ducat1on as tmportant.. components-~all within 
an urban environment. 

• 



-- '- -

S1~e I am well aware of your continued strong support of~ the 
National W11dlffe Refuge program, I am conf1dent that the' uthor-
·1nt1on of acqu1s1t1on authority and the necessary increase 1n _ 

" funding levels for the Minnesota Val ley National W11d11fe Refuge 
w111 have your endorsement. I trust that you w111 be successful 
1n securing the support of other ers of your Cona1ttee and 
of the Congress. 

Sincerely, 

-Forrest. A. Carpenter 
Presfd nt . 
National W11d11fe Refuge Assocfat1on 

r 
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--National Audubon Society 
'\l )"l\.TH-\111)\'\'f: -..;-f-f+t+ill )N-:-\-1- t-iH·ll ·1- -
-.., 1 11 l ll~l'. LL ' \11\1:1\ l:\l "11:\\:t ii : l\l·' ll l)fM; 
1,' ...;l 'l ·111 Fll ·TI I ~TRl.:ET. MJr--;:-.:1 :.-\l 'l )f IS. \1~ )-,·h' I (< ii~ l ; 71 'l l ·h 

February 28, 1983 

Conser va t ion · 

Committee i'le1chant Marine anti Fishe 1ies 
se of Representatives 

Wash· gton , D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr . Breaux: 

; 
" 

The Minnesota Valley_National Wildlife Refuge is one of the newer federal 
refuges hav-ing been established in 1976. It is a pl.ac.e ~here .""he urban and 
the wild envrronments merge - it is an ecotone . As with most ecotones where 
two communities meet, there are great diversity , excitement and challenges 
here . 

Scores of jet airplanes roar in and out of nearby Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter-
national Airport - and some 250 species of birds (including whistling swans, 
white pelicans and bald eagles) may be tound at the refuge. 

Northern States Power Company's Black Dog power plant is in the midst of the 
refuge and the company leases 1,400 acres to the Fish and Wildlife Service as 
a limited use sanctuary . 

Environmental awareness and education as well as habitat enhancemen~· ~nd wild-
life conservation occur at this refuge. People in the area have positive 
feelings and great pride in this new refuge . Indeed, it has been adopted by 
our Minnesota River 'h;lley Audubon chapter under National Audubon ' s - A§opt-
A-Refuge program. 

At this point , the Refuge needs your help - speGifically in the follo_}'J{ng areas: 

1) Acquisition Authority - this expires in October , 1983. The authority 
should be extended until funds are used up and acquisition is com-
pleted . 

2) Additional Appropriation - There i s a crying need f_or an additiona l 
appropriation of $12.5 million to acquire some 2,...8j)__Q acres of private 
land and 450 acres of city and county land. ·This- ·s extremely im-
portant to facilitate proper refuge ma,nagement . - Al.J;-ynctowner s are 
willing sellers. lt i s imperative to continue and £Omplete t he .a c qu i-
sition. The Adm i ni s tr a tion re sc ind ed $1 .6 mi lli<l-11 l<t s t yc<11. It ha s 
not bee n ~9 5 1 erc<l. 
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" 
Honorable John Breaux 
February 28, 1983 
Page 2 

- -· 

3) Expansion of Authorized Refuge Size - At present the authorized size 

is 9,500 acres. This should be expanded by 3,000 acres - to 12,500 

acres and should include the Wilke Park now owned by Hennep~p C9unty. 

4) Visitor Center - Because this refuge is so close to a major popula-

tion center, there is more need than at many refuges for a visitor 

center in order to carry out interpretive programs so essential to 

understanding and appreciation without which wise human use is im-

possible. 

Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the National Audubon Society, and especially its 

chapters and members in the Twin Cities area, I urge your Committee's con-

siderations of these needs of the Minnesota Valley Na t ional Wildlife Refuge. 

Please enter this letter as part of the Subcommittee hearing record for the 

hearing s cheduled for March 9, 1983 at 2:00 p.m. 

Sincerely, 

Edward M. Brigham, III 
Regional Vice President 

EMB/jf 

cc: Congressman Martin Sabo 
Congressman William Frenzel 
Senator David Durenberger 
Senator Rudy Boshwitz 

I 
; 

Robert Lanning, President, Minnesota River Valley Audubon 

Carol Kuehnel, President, Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 

Bill McCormick, President, St. Paul Audubon Society 

Kay Schwie, President, Friends of the Minnesota Valley 

Club 

-- -
~ 
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DEER-RUN FARM 
___ 830_1_WEST OLD SHAKOPEE ROAD ____ _ 

FREDERICK W . RAHR 
OWNER 

March 3, 1983 

BLOOMINGTON. MINNESOTA 55438 

The Honorable James Oberstar 
.House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Oberstar 
= 

We understand that your subcommittee on wildlife will be 
meeting on March 9 to consider reauthorization of the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Act (PL94-466). 
We urge you to extend the time deadline for the acquisition 
of lands in the refuge and to increase the funding level 
authority to cover the escalating land prices. ~ 

We also suggest that you amend the legislation to provide 
the inclusion of the James Wilke Regional Park- in the 
wildlife re f uge as recommended by the state and federal 
master plan. 

- Both Hennepin County and the City of Bloomington would 
like to turn over their flood P-lain park lands to the 
wildlife refuge but desire compensation for their existing 
investment. This too needs to be considered in the 
ame ndment to the act. 

The Minneapolis Chapter of the Izaak Walton League full y 
supports the wildlife refuge and urges that it be completed. 
We ask that you ass i st us in this endeavor. 

Best personal regards, 

Sincerely . 

f/l.£c,Uutl\ l<J ~-
Frederick w. Rahr 
Vice President 
Minneapolis Chapter Izaak Walton League 
6601 Auto Cl ub Road 
Bloomington, Mi nnesota ~54 3 8 

cc: 
-~··-i;t 

The Honorable Bill Frenze l , House of Repre~en~atives 
The Honorable Marti - Sabo, House of Repres!n~-t_ive s 

~::~~ - ~ 

I 
( 
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March 4, 1983 

Honorable John Breaux, Chairman 

~ - .,.,. ""' - __ _,_ .-

Subcommittee on Fisheries, vJildlife Conservation & the Environment 
Committee on Merchant Marine and Fi sheries 
U.S. House of Representative s 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Breaux: 

,_ 

The Minnesota Valley ~ational Wi ldlife Ref uqe, started in 1976, has the 
potential of becominq a ma j or economic asset to our city of Bloomington, 
Minnesota, plus the entire Minneapolis/St. Paul metropolitan area. The 
proposed 2,641 acre Long Meadow Lake Unit of the refuqe lies entirely 
within the city and includes the present refuqe office where a major 
visitor center is planned, plus the historic Izaak Walton League Bass 
Ponds, which are being used as an environmental learning area. It is 
believed that because of its strategic location near the International 
Airport, the Inter-State Highway System and other proposed developments 
in th·e City of Bloomfngton, the refuge could be a major tour--ist attrac-
tion bringing considerable new dollars to our ho(el-entertainment industry. 

Currently, the City of Bloominqton and the Bloominqton Chamber of Commerce 
afe promoting the development of the Airport South -District that includes 
the former metropolitan stadium property. The wildlife refuge is part of 
this district and it provides a balance to the commerical development of 
the area with its abundance of natural resources and.outdoor recreational 
opportunity. 

It is for these reasons that we wish to see the refuqe completed and the 
master plan imp lemented. Therefore, we are asking that-you support in-
creasing the spending authority and the acquisition time frame of the 
Minnesota Va lley National Wildlife Refuge Act (P.L. 94-466). We are also 
asking that consideration be given to findinq a way to reimburse the City 
for their lands that are to become part of the wildlife refuge. Of equal 
importance is the construction of the visitor center and if something • 
can be done to hasten its construction, we would appreciate it. 

Su ite 213, 8200 Humbo ldt Avenue South • Bloomington , M innesota 5543 1 • Telephone 6 12-888-8818 

.·~·. 
ACCREDITED 
CHAMBER OP COMM~RC[ 
CH &M tll\ 0' C O .. Ml AC I 
"'r T .. t U"" T f 0 > T & ff I 
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Pl ease make our concer ns a matter of record at the subcommitte meeting 
on March 9, 1983. 

Sincerel y, 

;· . ·-1 , ~ . ~ ) 
'-.. .rt ~ f. 
Donald L. Groen, CCE 
President and Chief Operating Officer 

DLG:kle 

cc: Honorabl e William Frenzel 
Honorable Martin Sabo 
Honorable James Oberstar 

. . 



Ms. Shirley Hunt 
Senator Dave Durenberger's Office 
550 E. Butler Square 
100 - 6th Street North 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Dear Ms. Hunt: 

CITY oFB ~oO-MtNGTON -
ciul ~KOPEE IOAD AT Pfl"I • ~ BlOOMUCGTOf\ MINN. '5431 

March 14, 1983 

I have attached a copy of my memorandum describing why the City of 
Bloomington supports acquisition and development of the Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. I have also attached a memorandum 
from Russ Langseth, the City Engineer, describing additional costs 
the City has incurred in order to accommodate the Refuge. 

Assistant City Manager 

cc: ~Crozier 
--

I 
"-4 
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DATE: February 28, 1983 

TO: - John ---C:-Pidgeon, ~ity Manager - -

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Larry Lee, Ass't. City Manager 

Federal Legislation for Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

When Councilmen Herbst, Mahon and Spies attend the National League 
of Cities Conference, they should mention to Minnesota's legislative 
delegation a number of initiatives involving Federal funding for the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge which would have substantial 
positive impacts for the City of Bloomington. 

The emerging "Public Works and Jobs" bill is essentially a vehicle 
for advancing the timing of a number of Federal capital expenditures 
to provide jobs and stimulate the economy. This advanced programming 
should include $500,000 to complete design and $6 million to construct 
the refuge headquarters and visitors center east of 34th Avenue in 
Bloomington. I understand that Ellerbe Architects are on the verge 
of laying off a large number of professionals and that receiving 
funding for this project would help avert some of these lay-offs. 

The House Fisheries, Wildlife Conservation and the Environment Sub-
committee of the Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee will soon be 
hearing a bill to reauthorize acquisition acts for a number of wildlife 
refuges. The Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge will be among those 
included in the bill. In addition to reauthorizing the acquisition 
act, additional legislation should be introduced which would: 

l. Increase the funding authorization for the Minnesota Valley 
Refuge and appropriate $12 miflion to complete land acquisition; 

2. Amend Section 4(b)(l) of P.L. 94-466 to authorize the Refuge 
to purchase 400 acres of City lands in the Long Meadow Lake 
Unit and appropriate $800,000 for this purpose (attached map 
shows location of this City-owned land); 

3. Realign Refuge and Recreation Area boundaries consistent 
with the approved Refuge Master Plan. 

I have attached a draft of amendments to P.L. 94-466 which includes 
the items listed above. The Chairman ·c f the Fisheries, Wildlife 
Conserva~ion and the Environment Subcommittee is John B. Breaux 
CD-Louisiana). James Oberstar is a member of t s subcommittee • 

Our Councilmen might want to note that this ~ldlife Refuge is about 
the only one where acquisition and developm~ will serve to stimulate 
job creation. When the Long Meadow Lake unit is operational and the 
visitors center is constrccted, it will provide a powerful incentive 
for commercial development of the Airport South District. 



. . .. 
John G. Pidgeon -2- February 28, 1983 

In addition, the Councilmen should point out that the City wants to 
sell its landholdings within the Long Meadow Lake unit so that a fund 
can be established for management of Bloomington's portion of the 
National Wildlife Recreation area between I-35W and the MN&S Railroad. 

r 
Encs. 



Ms. Elaine Mellott 
HQN03S 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20510 

March 23, 1983 

Control Data Corporation 
9400 34th Ave. s. 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55440 

Dear Elaine: 

I'm looking forward to seeing you on Monday, March 28th for 
dinner at the Nicollet Island Inn. 

I want to take this opportunity to discuss the jurisdiction 
and responsibilities of the Environment and Public Works 
Committee-- in particular the Toxic Substances and Environment 
Oversight Subcommittee which I chair and the Environmental 
Pollution and Water Resources Subcommitte on which I serve as a 
member. I'd like to hear what issues concern you as well. 

The evening should provide a chance for a good discussion 
but more important the time to renew our relationship, which is 
important to me. 

The details of the evening are as follows: 

- 8:00 PM 
Nicollet 
Nicollet 
Tel No: 

Socializing in the Captain John 
Island Inn, 95 Merriam 
Island, Downtown Minneapolis 
623-7742 

Tapper Pub of 

8:~0 - 10:~0 PM Dinner on the North Porch of the 
River Room Restua nt. The evening is Dutch Treat. 

I'm pleased you're It will be good to see 
you. 

DD/skh 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRET:\R Y 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2024-0 

ER 83/161 

Mr. William R. Lake 
Division Administrator 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Metro Square Building, Suite 490 
7th and Robert Streets 
St. Paul, l\:linnesota 55101 

Dear Mr. Lake: 

MA2 2 ,3 1983 

This responds to a request for the Department of the Interior's comments on the Draft 
Environmental/Section 4(f) Statement for CSAH-18 (from I-494 to TH-13 and 101), 
Hennepin and Scott Counties, l\1innesota. 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

We commend you and the project sponsors for the high quality of the draft environmental 
statement and for the extensive coordination that has been undertaken for this project. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) of this Department has been actively involved in 
project planning efforts for several years arid, as a consequence of this coordination, the 
draft statement adequately describes potential impacts to the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area (MVNWRRA) and to other resources ·of concern to 
us. 

SECTION 4(0 STATEMENT COMMENTS 

We concur that there are no feasible and prudent alternatives to the use of some Section 
4(f) land should the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) determine that a build 
alternative is neces.<>ary to meet local and regional transportation objectives. With 
regard to specific build alternatives, we strongly recommend selection of Alternative 6 
(East Corridor Arterial) since it would have the least adverse effect on Section 4(f) 
lands. We are aware of the potential traffic-related impacts that Alternative 6 may 
induce along Normandale Boulevard, and are not unsympathetic to the concerns of the 
City of Bloomington regarding such impacts. Nevertheles.<>, we wish to emphasize the 
special nature of the lands in the MVNWRRA, as well as the growing importance of such 
lanqs to present and future residents as the surrounding area experiences increased 
development. 

Should the FHWA be able to make a finding that such impacts constitute community 
disruption of extraordinary magnitude (in the context of similar transportation projects 
in urbanized areas), and that such impacts could not be adequately mitigated or reduced 
by the application of innovative highway design or traffic management techniques, we 
would be willing to reconsider our recommendation. Based on the severity of impacts, 
we urge that consideration of alternatives other than Alternative 6 be confined to 



Mr. William R. Lake 2 

Alternative 5 (West Corridor Arterial) and Alternative 3 (Central Corridor Arterial). 

Alternatives 7 and 9 (the freeway alternatives) and Alternative 14 (the dual bridge 

alternative) do not appear to have sufficient transportation benefits to justify their 

severe impacts to natural and community resources. Should the FHWA reject 

Alternative 6 as a feasible and prudent alternative, we request that additional 

coordination be undertaken with the FWS and other affected agency and community 

interests before selecting another alternative. 

With regard to Alternative 6 and measures to minimize harm, we concur with the general 

measures listed on pages 208-2ll, 216-217, 221, and 222-223. However, site-specific 

measures should be developed in cooperation with the FWS, local park and recreation 

officials, the State Historic Perservation Officer , and other appropriate 

agencies/officials, for inclusion in the finai statement along with commitments for 

funding such measures at project expense. 

With regard to other alternatives and measures to mm1m1ze harm, we recommend 

additional coordination with appropriate agencies/officials. Although we concur with the 

general measures listed above, the increased impacts of alternatives other than 

Alternative 6 require the development of especially sensitive mitigation measures to 

assure the compatibility of the project with the Section 4(f) lands traversed. 

SECTION 6(f) COMMENTS 

The requirements of Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act are 

recognized on page 215, but the land replacements that would be accomplished are not 

specified. It is indicated on page 207 that "· •• replacement and/or payment schemes 

would be analyzed in further detail" only when a pref erred alternative is chosen. We are 

unable to evaluate the proposed FHWA compliance with Section 6(f) until specific data 

on such compliance is furnished. 

Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) assistance has been provided to the 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for facility development at the Rice Lake 

Wayside Park under Project No. 27-00717. Figure 27 should be revised to indicate that 

this recreation area would be one of the "6(f) properties" possibly impacted by the 

transportation project. We note that it is stated in item 8 on page 211 under Measures to 

Minimize Harm, that "incorpo.ration of a recreational trail crossing the Minnesota River 

into any build alternative" is a possible mitigation measure. As LWCF monies have been 

utilized for the acquisition of land and the development of facilities for the Minnesota 

Valley Trail, we recommend this measure should the highway be built. 

Concerning the Hyland-Bush-Anderson Lakes Park Reserve/Tierney's Woods area, it 

should be noted that LWCF monies under Project Nos. 27-00290, 27-00324, 27-00343, 

27-00414, 27-00645, and 27-00646, have been provided to the cities of Eden Prairie and 

Bloomington, through the State of MiMesota, for land acquisition. 

Compliance with Section 6(f) should be coordinated with Ms. Avonell Hagen, Assistant 

Commissioner for Planning, Department of Natural Resources, 301 Centennial Building, 

Box 11, St. Paul, Minnesota 55155, who administers the program in Minnesota and with the 

National Park Service. The results of this coo: dination should be included in the final 

statement. 

I· 
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Because this is a directly connected action with functional interdependence to the build 
alternatives, it is important that the final EIS adequately address .this matter in order 
that we may adopt your document for our compliance with NEPA. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT COMMENTS 

Figures 10 and 6 depict MVNWRRA lands as Category VA (Vacant-Agricultural). They 
should be revised to show the lands as Public-Quasi Public. 

Since 1970, the only mineral resources produced in Hennepin and Scott Counties have 
been limestone, clay, and sand and gravel. Because these resources are widespread in the 
area and because of the urban nature and public status of much of the project area, no 
project alternative will significantly impact the availability of mineral resources or 
mineral development in the area. 

FISH AND WILDLIFE COORDINATION ACT COMMENTS 

The FWS will be commenting on the issuance of any required permits. The final 
environmental statement should include sufficient site-specific data so that appropriate 
mitigating measures can be recommended when the permit applications are reviewed. 
Furthermore, the Habitat Evaluation Procedure (HEP) analysis for the project was 
conducted under the as.sumption that all routes would be placed on structure throughout 
the Minnesota River floodplain. If placement of embankment rather than structure is 
contemplated in the floodplain, the HEP analysis would require revision. However, the 
FWS advises that it does not foresee any major problem with development of mitigation, 
comments on required permits, or neces.5ary grants of rights-of-way for use of 
MVNWRRA lands. 

SUMMARY COMMENTS 

The Department of the Interior has no objection to Section 4(f) approval of Alternative 6 
for the CSAH-18 project, provided site-specific measures to minimize harm are resolved 
and included in the final statement, along with commitments for funding such measures 
at project expense. 

Should Alternative 6 not be selected, additional coordination with NPS, FWS and other 
appropriate agencies/officials should be undertaken to develop special mitigation 
measures to assure the compatibility of the CSAH-18 project with the Section 4(f) lands 
traversed. We would be glad to expeditiously reconsider our recommendation of 
Alternative 6 upon recipt of additional information concerning the two provisos of 
Section 4(f) as discus.5ed above. 

We will continue to cooperate and coordinate with you and MN-DOT in further project 
evaluation and assessment. For matters pertaining to cultural, park, and recreational 
resources, please contact the Regional Director, Midwest Region, National Park Service, 
1709 Jackson Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68102 (telephone: FTS 864-3431 or commercial 
402/221-3431). For fish and wildlife matters, please consult the Field Supervisor, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 550 Nalpak Building, 333 Sibley Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 
55101 (telephone: FTS 725-71 3.l or commercial 612/725-7131). 



-' 
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Mr. William R. Lake 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments. 

Sincerely 
/ ,., 

4 

#{,_. J /;" ../(~//// _,._,f (t ( (_ ,· 0 

/ ( /; It/ /t !' t- -_, 

.;:. · Bruce Blanc'hard, Director 
,., Environmental Project Review 

cc: i\1N-DOT, St. Paul, MN 
Hennepin County DOT, Hopkins, MN 
Scott County Highway Dept., Shakopee, MN 



rrJe en~ers 
OF WILDLIFE 

Hon. Walter B. Jones, Chrmn 
House Collll1ittee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C.20515 

Dear Representative Jones, 

March 30, 1983 

I am writinq in support of the legislation pending to amend the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge Act (PL 94-466). Our members have taken an active 
interest in the Minnesota River Valley since the Refuge was established in 1976 
and we now have serious concerns regarding its future. 

We are most anxious that the acquisition authority be extended beyond the October 
1983 deadline and that the funding be increased as necessary for both land 
acquistion and development. We believe that it is important that the Refuge be 
exoanded to include the 3,000 acres of Wilke Park presently owned by Henneoin 
County. 

A orime purpose of the Minnesota Valley Refuge is to provide environmental education 
and wildlife interpretation. It is impossible for the Refuge to adequately fill 
this function without a visitor center. As you kno~1 . the Minnesota Valley Refuge 
is unioue in that it orovides recreational opoortunity for 2 million area residents 
that live within a half hour drive from the refuge. 

We wou l d appreciate any action that you can take to authorize and direct the 
Secretary of t he Interior to complete the plan for the Minnesota Valley Refuge. 

Sincerely yours, 

tJ~·~'I- '- u~ 
Harriet Lykke;~ 
Field Reoresentative 
4600 Emerson Av. S. 
Mpls. MN 55409 

1244 NINETEENTH STREET, NW• WASHINGTON, DC 20036 • (202} 659-9510 



<:De en~ers 
OF WILDLIFE March 30, 1983 

Hon. John Chafee, Chrmn 
Senate Co111T1ittee on Envi ronmental Pollution 
Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Chafee, 

I am writing in support of the legislation pending to amend the Minnesota Valley . 
National Wildlife Refuge Act (PL 94-466) . Our members have taken an active 
interest in the Minnesota River Valley since the Refuge was established i n 1976 
and we now have serious concerns regarding its future. 

We are most anxious that the acquisition authority be extended beyond the October 
1983 deadline and that the funding be increased as necessary for both land 
acquisttion and development. We believe that it is important that the Refuge be 
expanded to include the 3,000 acres of Wilke Park presently owned by Hennepin · 
County. 

A prime purpose of the Minnesota Valley Refuge is to provide environmental education 
and wildlife interpretation. It is impossible for the Refuge to adequately fill 
this function without a visitor center. As you know, the Minnesota Valley Refuge 
is unique in that it provides recreational opportunity for 2 million area residents 
that live within a half hour drive from the refuge. 

We would appreciate any action that you can take to authorize and direct the 
Secretary of the In terior to complete the plan for the Minnesota Valley Refuge. 

Sincerely yours , 

ti tJAN,1...'/- L/,l'~ 
Harriet Lykke;J~ \ 
Field Representative 
4600 Emerson Av. S. 
Mols . MN 55409 

1244 NINETEENTH STREET, NW• WASHINGTON, DC 20036 • (202) 659-9510 



NINETY-EIGHTH CONGRESS 
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MARIO BIAGGI, N.Y. 
"LENN M. ANDERSON, CALIF. 

:JHN B. BREAUX. LA. 
ERRY E. STUDDS, MASS. 

CARROLL HUBBARD, JR. KY. 
DON BONKER, WASH. 
NORMAN E. D'AMOURS. N.H. 
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EDWIN B. FORSYTHE, N.J. 
GENE SNYDER, KY. 
JOEL PRITCHARD. WASH. 
DON YOUNG, ALASKA 
NORMAN F. LENT. N.Y. 
ROBERT W . DAVIS, MICH. 
W ILLIAM CARNEY. N.Y. 
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Ms. Harriet Lykken 
Field Representative 
Defenders of Wildlife 

11.6. J1oust of ~tprtltntatibtl 
~ommitttt on 

mtrdtant Blarint and .f ishnits 
l\oom 1334, J.ongtuortb •ou~e emce Jlutlbtng 

~ashin.Qton, It~. 20515 
April 6, 1983 

4600 Emerson Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409 

Dear Ms. Lykken: 

CHIEF MAJORITY COUNSEL 
EDMUND B. WELCH 

CHIEF MINORITY COUNSEL 
GEORGE J. MANNINA 

Thank you for your letter of March 30, 1983 requesting my 
support for reauthorization of the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. I appreciate your outlining the changes needed 
to P.L. 96-466. 

It is my understanding that the Subcommittee on Fisheries 
and Wildlife Conservation and the Environment plans to mark up 
the refuge reauthorization bill (H. R. 1723), which includes 
Minnesota Valley, in the near future. I will be glad to give 
your views consideration when the bill reaches the Full Committee 
level. 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

WC~~-~ 
Chairman 



Received. 12 A ' · pr 83 

H.F. CHAMBERLAIN 
428 S . SECOND ST. 

LESUEUR , MN 56058 
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MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th District, M innesota 

COMMIITEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcomminees: 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transportation 

Qtongress of tqe Nnite1' ~ates 
1Llnuse nf iaepresentatiues 

llllla.sqington. m.ar. 20515 

Harriet Lykken 
Field Representative 
Defenders of Wildlife 
4600 Emerson Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55409 

Dear Ms. Lykken: 

April 22, 1983 

436 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, O.C. 20515 

1202) 225-4755 

462 Federal Courts Building 
110 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
16121 349-5110 

Thank you for the copy of your letter to Congressman Walter Jones 
expressing your support for continued funding for the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

I have been monitoring legislative action regarding the Minne-
sota Valley Wildlife Refuge Act with great interest. This week, the House 
passed legislation to reauthorize the Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge Act 
and increased the authorization levels in the Act for acquisition funding 
and development. The next step will b e to gain an appropriation for .. the 
Act at the authorized levels. You can be sure I will continue to follow 
this matter closely. 

MOS/ebc 

Sincerely, 

Martin O. Sabo 
Me mber of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBEr<S 



Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington. MN 
55420 

May 3, 1983 

The Honorable Martin 0. Sabo 
436 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

We would like to thank you for your support and 
effort in getting the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge Act (PL 94-466) approved by the 
U. S. House of Representatives. We were very 
pleased to hear of last week's event. Your 
special efforts on this project are very much 
appreciated. 

If we can be of help with land acquisition and 
visitor center design funds in the Appropriations 
Gommittee, please let us know. We will also be 
corresponding with Congressmen Frenzel and Oberstar, 
and the chairman of the Appropriations Committee 
on this subject. 

We are truly grateful for your interest and response 
to this project. The enclosed editorial from the 
Bloomington Current helps to express our feelings. 

Sincerely, 

Etqf~rman 
Friends of the Minnesota 

Valley 

kt 
Enc. 

Elaine Mellott 
Friends of the Minnesota 

Valley 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota ~alley . 



Friends of the 

Minnesota 
Valley 

Box 20244 
Bloomington . MN 
55420 

May 3, 1983 

The Honorable James L. Oberstar 
2351 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

We would like to thank you f or your support and 
effort in getting the Minnesota Val l ey National 
Wildlife Refuge Act (PL 94-466) approved by the 
U. S. House of Representatives. We were very 
pleased to hear of last week's event. Your 
spec i al efforts on this project are very much 
appreciated . 

If we can be of help with land acquisition and 
visitor center design funds in the Appropriations 
Committee, please let us know. We will also be 
corresponding with Congressmen Frenzel, and Sabo, 
and the chairman of the Appropriations Committee 
on this subject. 

We are truly grateful for your interest and response 
to this project. The enclosed editorial from the 
Bloomington Current helps to express our feelings. 

Sincerely, 

££2?(~ 
Ed Martin, Chairman 
Friends of the Minnesota 

Valley 

kt 
Enc. 

Elaine Mellott, Member 
Friends of the Minnesota 

Valley 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesoti Valley. 



Friends of the 

Minnesota 
Valley 

Box 20244 
Bloomington. M 
55420 

May 3, 1983 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
1026 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

We would like to thank you for your support and 
effort in getting the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge Act (PL 94-466) approved by the 
U. S. House of Representatives. We were very 
pleased to hear of last week's event. Your 
special efforts on this project are very much 
appreciated. 

If we can be of help with land acquisition and 
visitor center design funds in the Appropriations 
Committee, please let us know. We will also be 
corresponding with Congressmen Oberstar and Sabo, 
and the chairman of the Appropriations Committee 
on this subject. 

We are truly grateful for your interest and response 
to this project. The enclosed editorial from the 
Bloomington Current helps to express our feelings. 

Sincerely, 

60{~ 
Ed Martin, Chairman 
Friends of the Minnesota 

Valley 

Elaine Mellott, Member 
Friends of the Minnesota 

Valley 

kt 
Enc. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 
I 



National Audubon Society 
NORTH MIDWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
SU ITE 920, LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING 
10 SOUTH FIFTH STREET. MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 (612) 375-9140 

May 13, 1983 

Honorable David 
550 East Butler 
100 North Sixth 
Minneapolis, MN 

Duren berger 
Square 
Street 

55403 

Dear Senator Durenberger: 

National Audubon is very much aware of your strong support and commitment 
to the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. We understand that the 
Environmental Pollution Subcommittee of the Environment and Public Works 
Committee will be considering the needs of this refuge at a May 19 hearing. 
I hope you will see fit to make this letter a part of that hearing record. 

The Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is one of the newer federal 
refuges having been established in 1976. It is a place where the urban and 
the wild environments merge - it is an ecotone. As with most ecotones where 
two communities meet, there are great diversity, excitement and challenges 
here. 

Scores of jet airplanes roar in and out of nearby Minneapolis-St. Paul Inter-
national Airport - and some 250 species of birds (including whistling swans, 
white pelicans and bald eagles) may be found at the refuge. 

Northern States Power Company's Black Dog power plant is in the midst of the 
refuge and the company leases 1,400 acres to the Fish and Wj.ldlife Service as 
a limited use sanctuary. 

Environmental awareness and education as well as habitat enhancement and wild-
life conservation occur at this refuge. People in the area have positive 
feelings and great pride in this new refuge. Indeed, it has been adopted by 
our Minnesota River Valley Audubon chapter under National Audubon's Adopt-
A-Refuge program. 

At this point, it is necessary and desirable for the Congress to provide 
authority and funding as follows: 

l,,wa • ~I inncsota • North Daktita • South Dakota • Wisconsin 

AMERICANS COMMITTED TO CONSERVATION 
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Senator David Durenberger 
May 13, 1983 
Page 2 

1) Acquisition Authority - This is due to expire in October, 1983. 
The Authorization should be indefinitely extended until such time 
as acquisition is completed for the Refuge. 

2) Appropriation - This is needed in the amount of #24.9 million as 
is in the House-passed Bill. 

Because its proximity to the Twin Cities population center, there is perhaps 
more need than at many refuges for a fisrt class visitor center in order to 
carry out interpretive programs essential to understanding and appreciation 
without which wise citizen use and protection are virtually impossible. 

We urge the Committee's positive response to these needs. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Edward M. Brigham, III 
Regional Vice President 

EMB/jf 

cc: Congressman Martin Sabo 
Congressman William Frenzel 
Senator Rudy Boshwitz 
Robert Lonning, President, Minnesota River Valley Audubon Club 
Mary Ellen Vetter, President, Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
Bill McCormick, President, St. Paul Audubon Society 
Kay Schwie, President, Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
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United States Departn1ent of the Interior 

Honorable John H. Chafee 
United States Senate 
Ha sh1ngton, O. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Chafee: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

AD DRESS ONLY THE OIRECTC~. 
FISH .A'·O WILDLIFE S(RVI CE 

Thi s responds to your ~ay 6 l etter concern1ng draft a iendoents that 
ilr . Ed Harti n. Chaiman of Fr1e.nds of the Minnesota Vulley. Houl d like to ~e 
considered ir. reauthor"1zinry the rHnr.esota Valley Uatfonal Wildlif._ ~efui;;e 
{;tV 1r. ). 

I s~al 1 address the proposed a:. endnents to th~ Sections rJf PL co-455 1 n th~ 
order ynu presented t hell . 

The propos~d Section 4(a}(l} arUusts r~fu9e t"-ov1rlil rfo s :1n·1 i~cr~;.se" :~1 (' ·.:;i;-1 ... 
of the refuge. The Se rvice i s presently C.evelopin') a Land ? r otP:ctior1 ll<H1 
(LPP} for t he ; .v1n;R scheduled to D<> completed i~arch 1 Si1~ ut-ich, u:-:u~1q •.;t'"ier 
things, wi 11 descrfhe the resources needin g pr otect ion, docunent ~r.d rank 
;,1ternativi:s to carry out the protect fon, l'!f?t.el"T"ine wha~ interests '1c:e.< tn h•: 
i n Service o~mi"rshfp and identify . . anil'Jerent alternatives. Th~ l\ct,;i'11strat1o; 
would Of"XlSe !ln 1ncrease of t~e size of ttie ref uge un t11 t1-e LP:' is cat )1"t0 ~ . 

The proposed Section 4(b)(l) au thorize s t hP. Secret11ry to <!C~uire 1J~,ls .-.~1w'...'. 

by the Stdte and its po l ttfcal subdfvis1ons. Congress "las consisten:1v r; ,--: t.dre·1 
..;i~nJte Ar;>ropriations C01YV11ttee ap proval t;efore the fei:!e r r>l a encies use La nd 
and ~ater Conserva t ion Fund .. (UJ':r ) to acrpi r e pt:t11cly m·:nect land . I11 ~diticri , 

the LPP ray find that a lease . cooperative ar;reE""1ent. e r other alter native 1s 
pr~ferable to Feder~l f ee ac qu 1sft1 on . 

ihc ~rorosed Section 6 ( ) pr P.v 1des for rlevel o;:rtt'nt a~'1 hple:;lfrtation of"~ 
conpreh~nsive ;Jlan for !~VB ?. 3nd recreation a r~a . Tliis 1e11! tes th:~ 3-ye-,r 
r equireri nt for CCPpl e- t1on of t he plan . wh1ch hils only heen corp1~t~t1 fer 1t~" 

t•vmm ~11t rei.,a1ns to _e conpleted for the rc:c re.:ticn ~ree . Jn accorr!cr.cP \:i tr. 
t e !Juc1'1f't1nri precess, i V~ 1~ would . <lve to conp? te ,;ith otl"2 r rr•f:J S"!:. for hri~s 
for fr•;i l r .... cntat1on . 

The ;->roposed S&t1on 7(a) expands the Secretary's autl-ior1ty to provide ff.,,,r.cial 
assistance to political su tf 1v1 ~ 1ons of the State to acquir~ 1 an~s in the recre -
ation area onrl to si rilar1y reinburse t~e Stnt~ an~ its 1JQ11 tf cal s~~o 1 v 1s 1ons 

for l anrl within the refuqe. The current S~ct f on 7(a) re~u1 res th~t ~rants ~~ 

suhject to Section 6 of the lt.iCf '1tdch cstdbl 1 sh~s a 5C percen~ r~tc : ii n1 r~qui re--
~nt. This t)ropos ed secti on would r e ve t tiat rl'C irerit"nt, defl:"at1n9 tl-.e lntent 
of the U/CF Ii.ct. Thi'" section also r e1tPrates the i'ro;>es~d Sect1::rn 4(b)( l 
r~ht1ng to the Secr'!'tary purchasi~g St ate lan:1. The Se:-;ate ft.prropr1at1o.,s 
CQITm'i te~ l"1's Qti ~P-ver~1 ')("Ca~irl'ls f!"l res<>e1 1r ·r~cs1~frr ~o s1·r1-, actir-." . 



') 
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The proposed Sect1on lO(a) fncrcases t~e acqu1s1tion spcndin~ authority and 
extends the au~h·'>r1zat1on •until x. r. rj>=d . • uring this period of fiscal 
restraint, the acb11nistrat ion ts oprosed •o such an increase. He do, however, 
support extension of the authorization tine pe riod. It 41ppcars thnt the funds 
author1ze<i hy this sc>Ctfon i-roul d net urov tde for t he ~Cflu isit1on of tl:e 1.652 
acres of public lan,~ bt,1ch W'1ul<~ have to 'ie .,H rchas~ct un 'er t~a., <;te flt:,-•Pnt to 
Sectfon 4{h}(1) . 

The proposed Section l(J(b) 1 n~rt:,'!<:.es t " - ~ ;->e 'i ;~h" ;_111thod ty for ccvcl o:'fk'nt 
dnc.J ex.tends the author1Ht1 on "~;ri til _yr;e11ri0ct . " ,,-ri r" '"i fs ner1 d cf ff seal 
restraf!tt. t"te <ldn fn1~tr i1t 1 ol"I ~s r\1:1srj to c:1:ch iqcr1C'f"S . '.'? ''o. :10.1ev~r. 

support extension of th~ .!11t:1ori ?J.,.io"l ti·~ " ·?rfo .~ . 

The pro~oscd ~ction l C(c} <i ll o·:s Pie ~ecr':?t c: r: to ;,cc•;-t .,1fts .~nct i:ic1u ~"s 

autt-or1zation to enter 1nto a leas e- . 1_ird•as a'irc erx•nt net t() P:s.ceect :,; ~-'.-or' 
for d vfs1tor center. In ~:Id ti on, f t pr :,virles th~t for tr~ pm·, os~s of 
federal fnc tn:' tax, property and rroc::?r~s therr:-forc s 1211 he co:i!.irl,.re1 t'!S ~ 

gift to the tl"it j St ate s. ~~cctfon 7 n f ~~·· '='i ~h ;} 11'1 . i1 ril ife Ir :rrv,., 1i;nt .\:i. 
of D7o currently prov1~s g~:ien l 1:. tt'-:: r'ity frr .~ 11 .~s ';J{' Ct~ 0f F( ) :'l<'.t:c: t 
the 20-y(Jar lcasc-purch11s.: a\lth-Jr1t} . :-~-L \l(Hrld i w:n.1~{" th•' ~:"rvi'.:~ 1 ; t l ,: Jd -
~flHy for provf c1 1nr:; facf1it1 t•s dS <Tr,1:~"' t,.., rr. xi st i n:: J,,y - 1<; - }·(~. - -· 0 \'Jy 
of coin·) ous1ncss, but ~s yet trfs d ''" re.Jr~· io:; ! !ir'u cr.r·s i r-!c r atir.!1 . '7°".:rt_·fnr" , 
~rea r~ not atle to surport it ,, t th1~ ti.<: . 

\1e t!iari~ yot.i for t..he opporttJnity tc. ... J;""~·:it o:i t~1 · $ ~· d r~ft l'l"Pnt'."'cnts . If \;P 

can be of further assistance, r le is let u:: 1·w_· .. . 

- fr ,:ctor 

cc: Regional Director, R-3 
Refuge Manager, t1i nnesota Va l ey ~:\ : R 





Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington . MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville . Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis . Minnesota · 

[(!'est A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake. Minnesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur. Minnesota 

WaUace C. Dayton 
Minneapclis . Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji. Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington. D . C . 

Robert L. Herbst 
Vienna . Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina . Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloo mington . Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

nuel H. Morgan 
St . Paul. Minnesota 

June 1, 1983 

The Honorable Bruce Vento 
Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Wa s hington , D.C. 2051 5 

Dear Congressman : 

In Apr i l you voted to approv e a bill to re-
authorize activity in the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge. We are extremely 
appreciati v e of your actions. We have been 
advised that in early June a House-Senate 
conference meeting will be held to work out 
final language between the House version of 
the bill and the Senate version passed out 
of the subcommi ttee on Env ironmental Pollution 
May 19th. 

The Senate version differs from the House in 
that it allows for an increase in the boundaries, 
primarily to incorporate an already existing 
county park and would extend indefinitely the 
period of time a v ailable to complete land 
acquisition rather then limiting it to 3 years. 
Other differences are described or may be 
evaluated in the attached testimony and our 
recommended Amendment to PL94-466. 

Please work with the Minnesota delegation to help 
us attain Congressional approval of the Senate 
version of this legislation as well as obtaining 
Pres i dential approval and 1984 appropriations. 

Again, thank you for this commitment to our States' 
future. 

Sincerely , 

M. D. Bosanko 
Legislative Cha i rman 

MDB/EMM 
kt 

E. M. Mellott 
Member of the Board 

Attach. 1. 5/19/83 testimony to Senate subcommittee 
on pollution & USFWS. 

2. Suggested Amendments to PL94-466. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cu ltural and natura l resources of the Minnesota Valley. 
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The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington. D . C . 

Robert L. Herbst 
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Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina . Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington. Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 
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June 1, 1983 

The Honorabl e Vin Weber 
51 4 Cannon House Office Bl dg. 
Washington , D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

In April you voted to approve a bill to re-
aut hori ze activity in the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge. We are extremely 
appreciative of your actions. We have been 
advised that in early June a House-Senate 
conference meeting will be held to work out 
final language between the House version of 
the b i ll and the Senate version passed out 
of the subcommi ttee on Env ironmental Pollution 
May 19th. 

The Senate version differs from the House in 
that it allows for an increase in the boundaries, 
primarily to incorporate an already existing 
county park and would extend indefinitely the 
period of time a v ailable to complete land 
acquisition rather then limiting it to 3 years. 
Other differences are described or may be 
evaluated in the attached testimony and our 
recommended Amendment to PL94-466. 

Please work with the Minnesota delegation to help 
us attain Congressional approval of the Senate 
version of this legislation as well as obtaining 
Presidential approval and 1984 appropriations. 

Again, thank you for th i s commitment to our States' 
future. 

Sincerely, 

M. D. Bosanko 
Legislativ e Chairman 

MDB/EMM 
kt 

E. M. Mellott 
Member of the Board 

Attach. 1. 5/19/83 testimony to Senate subcommittee 
on pollution & USFWS. 

2. Suggested Amendments to PL94-466. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 
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Raymond Black 
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Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
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LeSueur. Minnesota 
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Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji. Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington. D . C . 

Robert L. Herbst 
Vienna . Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina . Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington. M innesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

muel H. Morgan 
Paul. Minnesota 

June 1, 1983 

The Honorab l e Dave Durenberger 
353 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Dave: 

Thank you again for your graciousness and warmth 
at the Senate subcommittee hearing on the Minnesota 
River Val ley Nationa l Wi l dlife Refuge. The respect 
you gave to the project, to me and t he others who 
have worked so long for this river corridor was 
very touching and meaningful. I am pleased you 
are our Senator and making so many positive choices 
on the tough issues the Senate deals with each day. 

As Shirley once said to me, our creeks and rivers 
are like life lines which bring caring people 
together so we may sustain each other and enjoy 
the rarest riches. 

We shall always remember your actions and caring 
on behalf of the Minnesota River Valley. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elaine Mellott 

EM/kt 

Working to conserve and manage wisely th e cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 
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Edina . Minnesota 
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Bloomington. Minnesota 
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Minneapolis. Minnesota 

muel H. Morgan 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

June 1, 1983 

The Honorable Rudy Boschwi tz 
Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dea r Senator: 

We know that you have been assisting Senator 
Durenberger on the bill to re-authorize activity 
in the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 
We are extremely appreciative of your actions. 
We h ave been adv ised that in early June a House-
Senate conference meeting will be held to work 
out final language between the House version of 
the bill and the Senate vers i on passed out of the 
subcommittee on Environmental Pollution May 19th. 

The Senate version differs from the House in 
that it allows for an increase in the boundaries, 
primarily to incorporate an already existing 
county park and would extend indefinitely the 
period of time available to complete l and 
acquisition rather than limiting it to 3 years. 
Other differences are described or may be 
evaluated in the attached testimony and our 
recommended Amendment to PL94-466. 

Please work with the Minnesota delegation to he l p 
us attain Congressional approval of the Senate 
version of the legislation as well as obtaining 
Presidential approval and 1984 appropriations. 

Again, thank you for this commitment to our States ' 
future. 

Sincerely, 

M. D. Bosanko 
Legislative Chairman 

MDB/EMM 
kt 

r. -117, ·li-t) {t·fc 
E. M. Mellott 
Member of the Board 

Attach. 1. 5/ 19/83 testimony to Senate subcommittee 
on pollution & USFWS. 

2. Suggested Amendments to PL94-466. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 
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June 1, 1983 

The Honorable Gerry Sikorski 
414 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

In April you voted to approve a bill to re-
authorize activity in the Minnesota Valley 
National Wil dl i fe Refuge. We are extremely 
appreciative of your ac t ions. We have been 
advised that in early June a House-Senate 
conference meeting will be held to work out 
final language between the House version of 
the pill and the Senate version passed out 
of the subcommittee on Env ironmental Pollution 
May 19th. 

The Senate version differs from the House in 
that it allows for an increase in the boundaries, 
primarily to incorporate an already existing 
county park and would extend indefinitely the 
period of time a v ailabl e to complete land 
acquisition rather then limiting it to 3 years. 
Other differences are described or may be 
evaluated in the attached testimony and our 
recommended Amendment to PL94-466. 

Please work with the Minnesota delegation to help 
us attain Congressional approval of the Senate 
version of th i s legislation as well as obtaining 
Presidential approv al and 1984 appropriations. 

Again, thank you for this commitment to our States' 
future. 

Sincerely, 

M. D. Bosanko 
Legislativ e Chairman 

MDB/EMM 
kt 

E. M. Mellott 
Member of the Board 

Attach. 1. 5/19/83 testimony to Senate subcommittee 
on pollution & USFWS. 

2. Suggested Amendments to PL94-466. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 
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June 1 , 1983 

The Honorable Tim Penny 
501 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

In Apri l you voted to approve a bill to re-
authori ze act ivity in t he Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge. We are extremely 
appreciative of your actions. We have been 
advised that in early June a House-Senate 
conference meeting will be held to work out 
final language between the House version of 
the bill and the Senate version passed out 
of the subcommittee on Env ironmental Pollution 
May 19th. 

The Senate version differs from the House in 
that it a l lows for an increase in the boundaries, 
primarily to incorporate an already existing 
county park and would extend indefinitely the 
period of time available to complete land 
acquisition rather then limiting it to 3 years. 
Other differences are described or may be 
evaluated in the attached testimony and our 
recommended Amendment to PL94-466. 

Please work with the Minnesota delegation to help 
us at t ain Congressional approval of the Senate 
version of this legislation as well as obtaining 
Presidential approval and 1984 appropriations. 

Again, thank you for this commitment to our States' 
future. 

Sincerely, 

M. D. Bosanko 
Legislativ e Chairman 

MDB/EMM 
kt 

E. M. Mellott 
Member of the Board 

Attach. 1. 5/19/83 testimony to Senate subcommittee 
on pollution & USFWS. 

2. Suggested Amendments to PL94-466. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 
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June 1, 1983 

The Honorable Arlan Stangeland 
1519 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressma n: 

In April you voted to approve a bill to re-
authorize activity in the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge. We are extremely 
appreciative of your actions. We have been 
advised that in early June a House-Senate 
conference meeting will be held to work out 
final language between the House version of 
the bill and the Senate version passed out 
of the subcommittee on Environmental Pollution 
May 19th. 

The Senate version differs from the House in 
that it allows for an increase in the boundaries, 
primarily to incorporate an already existing 
county park and would extend indefinitely the 
period of time available to complete land 
acquisition rather then limiting it to 3 years. 
Other differences are described or may be 
evaluated in the attached testimony and our 
recommended Amendment to PL94-466. 

Please work with the Minnesota delegation to help 
us attain Congressional approval of the Senate 
version of this legislation as well as obtaining 
Presidential approval and 1984 appropriations. 

Again, thank you for this commitment to our States' 
future. 

Sincerely, 

M. D. Bosanko 
Legislative Chairman 

MDB/EMM 
kt 

E. M. Mellott 
Member of the Board 

Attach. 1. 5/19/83 testimony to Senate subcommittee 
on pollution & USFWS. 

2. Suggested Amendments to PL94-466. 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 
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Horace F. Chamberlain 
42c S. Sec1n~ St . 
LP."'U .IJ ',", "lf. : 605:3 

D at ~lr. C:1ambr-rlain, 

~.1983 

I am wrh i no 011 !::c~121 f of nun r err: ·,ers and ur nirC'ct(1rs t) eK~ress C•Ur 
anoreciation for vour •tillir. n_;s to serve ~~. -; ,, Hf'rtorrir_i B arrl "'efl'lber 
for the :::ri ends of th~ "lin"iesota ' .·.1 ev . 

I am also en .... losi.19 a cony of the min!..:tes of 'll" ,Jun<> rn~e:·iriq. 1·'P. 
usually r~et o~ the s~con T11e~;riav of ':h~ m ,;1th and vou er(.) cArt::iinlv 
~.elccne t att.~nd an.'' or- 111 of cnr :io · d r~.-~t·ltf"J. Fe ho r:> to · 
schedule a special -eve t fol"' OJ.I Honorary e, --rd of !'ii rector- to !:ie '1eld 
at the r,efuqe sorr:e titre it Septcmbe1~ so t',at \1e 1·ti11 l:lV~ ;:p Cl" 1"\rf.Jun"itv 
to rliscuss th_ ao ls of t•..,e fricn~s of the: tlinnc.:-. t."l VflllP:f :md Le 
RE?fuo/!). In thP. "lFantime, 1"/e v:ill ·cor.tinu to send vou c · ies of t'.w 
minutes of cur monthly ~"~ti :'1£S. 

Sincert?ly 1curs, 

llarriet L ·kken, Secretary 

/ 



-
United States Depart111ent of the In~erior 

Honorable John H. Chafee 
United States Senate 
WJsh1 ngton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Chafee: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

AO;)RESS ONLY THE DIRECTO!', 
flSH >NJ WILDLI FE StRVICE 

Tr1 s responds to your ~~Y 6 letter concernfn~ draft aoendoents that 
~;r. Ed t-\art1n . Chairman of Friends of the Hfnnesota Valley, lrould like to tie 
cor.side red ir. reautho.rizin9 the tHnnesota Valley Uatfonal Wildlif~ :;efui;~ 

{ ·wr i ;r:}. 

I s~3 11 address the proposed ~~endnents to the Sections of Pl r.o-456 1n the 
orrler you presented theo. 

The pro-posed Section 4{a)(l) adjusts refuge !'iouridarie~ n-t incr(' sec; t"ic ·.:i;~1"' 

of the refuge. The Service is presently developin'] a Land ?rot&:-ction ~ld:i 

(LPP) for t he ;•vrr;..:R scheduled to b<' COfllpletet.1March1 934 utich, a.-:u.1g 0t'le r 
thin9s, will descr ihe the resources needing protection, doctment a~~ r~~~ 
,, 1 tern a ti vcs to carT/' out the protectf on, ~ete,,.,1ile what interests :iee.1 t'l hf: 

in )e rvice O"'-"n"rsh1p and identify nana~ec:ent alternatives. Th~ l\~;1 i 1,,.stration 
~.ifHJ 1d or;)Q5e !!n 1ncrease of tfie size of the refuge until the LP? is cor )l" tt?tJ . 

The proposed Sect ' on 4(b) (1) authorizes the Secret ry to vcquirc Lrnds r;~m ~ 

tiy t he State anrl its pol 1tf cal suhd1Yi s1ons. Con~re " · c:t ,, .. v rr n, ire l1 
jenJte Aroroprf~tions C()'fV"littee approval befnCf' the Eerfer~J aricncjt>s use La id 
<!nd \J(l tP.r Conservation Funds (l~Cf) to acquire 1 ~. I ri a\"d1tion, 
the LPP t"'ay find that a ease, cooperat ve agreenent, or other alternative 1s 
pr~ferable to Federal fee acqu1s1tfon . 

Tr:c ;-roro:sed Section 6(a) prnvides for <1evelop~nt an'1 f :"ilple:-ie-f1tat io.1 of ~ 
conprehens1v~ pl an for !WINP. and recreat1on area. This rfel etes t~c 3-ye,}r 
requiremf'nt for C(r.lpl e t1on of the plan , which has only been c0&..., pl et1; t1 for U:E 
t'Vl' ' R ~·rt re:iains to be cortpleted for the recreut1on 1rea. In accorr1ance ~:i ti> 
tlie !:i ud'1~ t1ril'l process , i-'V'1\./R would hilve to conpetf r11Th other ref ut>1..r1 for ftinrts 

~.2r.-fr1 ;;1.c.. !: n to t 1 0 n-=., 

The ;iroposed St-ct1on 7(a ) expands the$retacy's author1tt to proy1de fi'i~r.cial 

assi stance to o11t1cal subd1v1~1ons of the St e o acgu1re lanes in the re<:re-
at on area anr1 to s r~ arly re i nburse tl]e Stato llAc' tts po11tfc~l suho1vis1ons 
for l an<f within the" refuqc . The current Section 7(a) ref.Ju1 res tt-1 i;rat'I s hP 
suhject to section 6 of the LWCF mi1ch cstah11s.h s a 50 percen: "dtchinq reguire-
~t. This pro osetJ section would CCt!lOYe that r ·U nt. de fe- a 1 n(.1 tl.e i ntent 
of the L~C ~t. s ec on also re1t~rates th rro;>os~d Section 4( b)(l) 
relat1ng to the Secr~tary purchas i ng State land. The Senate Appropriations 
C()ITTl\"1tt~ has on sPveral occ11~1ons exprcsc;ect thPir "P')O S1~fon to c;11c>-i a-ct; n. 



') 

' 

T proposed Section 1 (a) jnc;rceses the ~couf s1tion sppndiog autbortty ind 
xtends the authorha t1on "until exner.i~ed . " Our1ng this pcr tod of fiscal 

restratnt, the adn1nistrat1on is Oyf\OS('d to such an increase. We do. however . 
support extension of the autnortntjon ti ne pc cio!t.. It appears th t the funds 
authorized by this st?ctfon wou l d not ni"ovfde for t !'te ~cqu is f t1on of the l 9 52 
acres of public hn1~ ~h1c h w0ul <1 have to »e p•~rc~)ase<i un 11?r t he a0end.,f?nt to 
Sectfor, 4{t;)(l). 

The proposed Section Hl(f)) f n.: r r;-f.~c-s t>: • ;1e·;.' i '1" c11 t hority foe r~evcl opciPnt ~ 

an<l extends the author1z;it1on "1."ltil .:. 0:~11~ect . " ',i: ri n~ this per iod of fisc al 
restraint, t~e <Hln in1strr1t'f nri ~c; " inse\1 to su-:h i11cr<>a .es . iJ~ c!o, ~o,1ev ~r. 

s upport extension of th? e11t:1oriz.J~ion t1- .~ ''·? r io.~ . 

The proposed ~ctfo n l C(c} t1llo·.c-. t•ie ~ecr.? c.r: to .~cc e;:- t ,...1fts 11nd inclu ~,...s 

autt-or1:ation to enter 1nt~ a 1ea~c: - ~·rc~Js a7' rcenent not to Pxcee ::i yfars 
fo rd vfs1tor center. In ,J:Jl'it i on it rr:v i rJes t hat for t he p11rro s~s of 
federal fnc ()r.l(' tax, property .1nd rrocre.-;s therr:forc s rn ll t)e con~1rlered as i 

gift to tnei ll'\it _. St.1 es . ··ccth:i 7 :1 f ':" .. ·:1·:;h ,111d ·:n11Hfe krr""V"'"1£>nt :.-:t 
of 1970 currently provides c~:i!:.'r-:i l a:.:: ·-r·<:y fi'; r .-d l ,~sp<-cts vf H'(c) :-xccrt 
the 21J-year lea:>e - purchl'S C- '1uth0r f t~\. · TPiis \I011ld in-:r <l SP th~ $;"'rviu: ' "> tL·xi-
~ fl ity for provi d1ni: f cilith·<: dS r.-,r,.~ ·s ·•' t .... , t~r. cx i st i nn oav - as - }·cu- ;o •:av 
of ~01n9 vus1ncss, but as yet t!'"·fs 1·1· r1.;Jr~· ir; ! !H~~ r cr.n si ~cratic-!1 . r~1e n: for " , 
Hear~ r.ot able to surport it ,, t th1:; ~i .~ . 

Ve tJia11k yo~ for U1E' oprc,rtunit;' ~o ~v,,_·::1t on t'·H-St' t! r ~ft DPnl~>.1ents. If 1;c~ 

c~n be of further assi stJr.cc-. pl ea :; · l et u~ 1·r11.-,1 . 

cc: Reg ional Director, R-3 
Refuge Manager, f1inncsota \'a11ey ~:~:rt 



MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th District , Minnesota 

COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcommittees: 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transponation 

QLongre.s.s of tqe Nniteb ~ate.s 
Jrlousc of iRcprcscntatiucs 

Blas~ington. IU!L 20515 

June 3, 1983 

The Honorable Sidney R. Yates, Chairman 
Interior Appropriations Subcommittee 
Committee on Appropriations 
B-308 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

436 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington. D C. 20515 

12021 225-4755 

462 Federal Courts Building 
110 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
16121 349-5110 

As you mark up the 1984 Interior Appropriations Bill I urge you to consider the needs of the Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge. This refuge was established in 1976. It is located within the Twin Cities metropoli-tan area and provides important scientific, educational and recreational benefits to the people of that area. 

As you know, the development of this refuge was moving along quite nicely until the Administration cut o f f funding for t he program in 198 1 . A significant amount of work needs to be done both in land acquisition and construction of the interpretive center. Only $3.1 million ($600, 000 for design of the center and $2.5 million for acquisition) are needed i n fiscal year 1984. I urge you to appropriate t hese funds. 

Sincerel y , 

Martin O. Sabo 
Member of Congress 

cc : all members of Interior Appropriations Subcommittee 

MOS/ebn 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS .. 



MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th District. Minnesota 

COMMIITEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcommittees : 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transportation 

Qtungre.s.s uf tfte ilnite!l ~ates 
Jlouse of i&epresentatiues 

llllla.sqington. ID.QL 20515 

June 13, 1983 

Ed Martin & Elaine Mellott 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Mr. Martin and Ms. Mellott: 

436 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

12021 225-4755 

462 Federal Courts Building 
110 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
1612) 349-5110 

Thank you for writing me to express your support of the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. At my request, the 
Interior Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee included 
$2,500,000 for new land acquisitions for the refuge. Unfortu-
nately, no new funds for construction were appropriated for any 
refuge in the country, so the visitor center will have to be 
postponed. 

I am pleased that we can now get the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge moving along. Enclosed are copies of 
the letter I sent and the testimony I presented to the Interior 
Subcommittee. If I can be of further assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

MOS/jsf 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

1JaAO~~ 
Martin 0. Sabo 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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Martin 

sabo 
Member of Congress 
5th District, Minnesota 

FOR I.M.M.EDI~~E RELEASE 
Jun~ 21, 1983 

•••• ' 436 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C . 20515 

(20~) 225-4755 

462 Fed~~~f'cb'urts Building ·". · ' 
110 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
(612) 349-5110 

CONTACT: Kevin Bondei:ud 
(202} 225-4755 

---------------------------------------------------------------~--

IIOUBE PANEL l\PPROVES Pl\RK, WJU\TlmlUZA'l'lON .£~~~ 

The Houae App;ropriationa Committe~ today approved a bill 

that includes $9 .s· million £or three Mimrnaota parks. 'I'he Ninn~aotA 

Va.ll~y Wildlife Ref_~,~e, which 'haa not .re~ti;i. ved any money for thr~~ 
;~_:, .:· 

years, was ~llocatGd ~2.5 million for land acquisition, Tho 

l~gislation also provided ~4 million to buy land for Voyageurs 

N~tional Park and a $3 million. grant to continue reforeBtation and 

- r0~.d work in the -' Bounclar~' ...Water Can.ot! __ Are.a ~BWCl\) • 

Con9resaman Martin Olav Sabo (Dl-'L), a member of the i:::ornrnittee, 

Sb.id thi1t .hB wl!!ia 11 ple~sed that w~ w~re succ-esaful in funding" th~ 

Minneeota vzi.11ey Wildlife RE!f~ge. "Afte.z- a three-year atandstill, 

it looks like we will get the program going zigain. 'l1here is na 

reason to continue to delay the development of this rcfuge.n Sabo 

said that th~ i-e!~ge, which ia compoee<l of a Beriea of flood plain . 

marshes along the main channel of the r-d1nnesota River., "provides 

importtint scientific, educatiom.1.l, .and recrE!ational ben~fitti for 

Twin Citias-area residents. It ia also an important habitbt for a 

wide vaI"iety of wildlife," 

The 9,500-aore ref~ge was eBtabliehed by cong~eBe in 1976. 

Congress provided money in 1978-1961, but the Reagan Administration 

cut off funoi!lg for the pr~gram in l:JBl. No rnont::y haa reached 

Mitin~sota ~ince l9BO and Pre6ident Reagan ~gain proposed that no mon&y 

be allocated for the prcjact next year. Rep. Sabo said that 2,850 

acres of land still nsed to ba pu:rch~sed. 

weatherization. Tne House panei a1ao r~jeoted the President 1 s 

requeet to kill two energy conaervation,programa. Instead ~ 243.5 

niill.i.on were incluoed for the l ow-income we8.tt1erizatiot'I prog.rl:1..l'Tl, wh ich 

--MORE--

'°""'' 
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National Audubon Society 
NATIONAL CAP IT AL OFFICE 

645 PENNSYLVANIA A VENUE, S.E. , WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003 (202) 547-9009 

The Honorable James A. McClure 
Chai rman, Subcommittee on 

Interior and Related Agenc ies 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman : 

July 29, 1983 
RECEIVED 

. ,UG 3 19'03/) tb 
EDWARD M. BRIGHAM rn 

The National Audubon Society appreciates your support for the funding of 
important fish and wildlife programs in the FY 1984 Interior Appropriations 
bi l l. We are particularly appreciative of the $2 million increase over the 
budget provided for the Fish and Wildlife Service's law enforcement and 
protection activities and the additional funds provided for the recovery of 
the woodland caribou (+$100, 000). 

In the forthcoming conference with the House, we strongly urge you to 
adopt the House fund ing levels for the endangered species program, 

~ par ticularly the $1 mill ion for the listing program and the $4 million for the 
Sect ion '6 cooperative state grant program. The Fish and Wildlife Service has 
now screened and qualif i ed almost 2,000 species as viable candidates for 
listing with adequate information on hand. Almost 1,800 of these species are 
noncontroversial plants . The Service's current target calls for the listing 
of oniy 50 species per year ; at this rate it will take t.~e Service 40 years to 
meet its current objective . Tne Section 6 grant program currently provides 
ftmds for the recovery of endangered species in 39 states. 'lllese states are 
making major contributions to the recovery efforts of such species as the bald 
eagle, whooping crane, grizzly bear, woodland caribou , California condor, and 
peregrine falcon. We also urge your acceptance of the House funding level 
( +$200,000) for the California condor research program, as these funds are 
necessary for the habitat evaluation studies planned for the coming year. 

We are very gratif ied by the level of support provided in the Senate 
version of the Interior Appropriations bill for land acquisition. However, we 
urge you to accept the House funding level for Rio Grande Valley NWR 
($1 ,500,000). The Service has completed the land protection plan for this 
refuge and currently has options to buy approximately 1,000 acres of 
endangered brush-land habitat. We also urge you to consider at least partial 
fun~ing of the California condor, Protection Island ~Minnesota Va!.!_;! NWR 
projects. ..._ 

AMERICANS COMMITTED TO CONSER VATION 
1fV\O/ 0 .... ..... . . .... 1 .... ..-! n,...- ..... .. 



· ..... 

-2-

Finally, we ask you to adopt the House funding level . ($7 million) for the 
Migratory Bird Conservation Account to enable the Fish and Wildlife Service to 
purchase The Nature Conservancy's interest in the Barrow Ranch, ui MBCC-
approved addition to Anahuac NWR. If these funds are not forthcoming, the 
Conservancy will have to renegotiate its contract which will cost the Service 
$2 million in future additional payments. ' 

Tnank you for your consideration of these requests. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Amos s. Eno 
Director 
Wildlife Programs 



DISTRIBlITION 

Identical letter (minus reference to Mr. Olairman) sent to: 
Members of the Subcommittee: 

Ted Stevens 
Paul Laxalt 
Jake Garn 
Thad Cochran 
Mark Andrews 

· Warren Rudman 
Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. 
Robert C. Byrd 
J. Bennett Johnston 
Walter D. Huddleston 
Patrick Leahy 
Dennis DeConcini 
Quentin N. Burdick 
Dale Bumpers 

Senators: 

Rudy Boschwitz 
David F. Durenberger 
Slade Gorton 
Henry M. Jackson 

bee: Nathaniel P. Reed 
Rupe Cutler 
Bill Butler 
Dede Armentrout 
Dick Martyr 
Ed Brigham 
Jim Leape 
Fran Lipscomb 
Bill Dent 
Andy Sampson, 1NC, Texas 

/ 



riends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington. MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville. Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpenter 
Prior L ake. Minnesota 

iorace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur . Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Adela .Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji. Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington . D . C . 

Robert L. Herbst 
Vienna. V irginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina . Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloo mington , Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

August 30, 1983 

Minnesota River Valley Audubon Club 
P.O. P:Ox 20400 
Blcx:mingtcn, Minnesota 55420 

Dear MRVAC Board: 

We want you to know how~ rruch we've appreciated your con-
tinuing snpport. Your grant this sumrer arrived at a crucial 
rrorrent, and was rrost sincerely appreciated. o.rr funds w-ere 
quite low due to i::ublication of a newsletter and the printing 
of letterhead. At the sane t.irre, we w-ere faced with a need 
to send one of our Board rrernbers to Washington to testify 
in a Senate hearing that directly affected Mn. River Valley 
land acquisition funds and other critical items regarding the 
Mn. Valley National Wildlife Refuqe. ('Ihe bill had successfuJ l y 
gone through the House, but sorre difficulty was anticipated 
in the Senate even though we had strong sup:pJrt fran Sen. 
Durenberger. ) 'Ihis was the rrost significant piece of legis-
lation that v.Duld impact the Refuge since the Refuge had been 
created, and your funds rrade it :pJssible for us to be personally 
represented by a rrernber of the Friends board. 

'Ihe final outcare is still pending and nust be resolved in a 
conference camrittee, since there were significant differences 
between the tw:> Houses of Congress. We feel that our presence 
there will have a :pJsitive effect on the eventual outcorre. 
We are rrost grateful for your help and continued support! 

Best regards, 

Kay Schwie, 
Board M2rnber 

Working to conserve and manage wisely th e cultural i'lnd natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 



BRUCE F. VENTO 
4TII DISTRICT, MINNESOTA 

2433 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-6631 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
ROOM 150 

MEARS PARK PLACE 
405 SIBLEY STREET 

SAINT PAUL. MINNESOTA 55101 
(612) 725-7724 

ctongrt.s.s of tht tinittd ~tatt.s 
ftOU.St Of Rqnt.stntati\lt.S 
Washington, ll.ct. 20515 

September 16, 1983 

M.A. Bosanko and E.M. Mellott 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 55420 

Dear Friends: 

HOUSE COMMITIEE ON 
BANKING, FINANCE ANO 

URBAN AFFAIRS 

HOUSE COMMITIEE ON 
INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 

HOUSE SELECT COMMITIEE 
ON AGING 

Thank you for contacting me to express your support for authorization and 
appropriation legislation to enhance the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

I supported both the House-passed authorization legislation and the FY 1984 
Interior Appropriations provision providing $2.5 million for land acquisition 
at the Refuge. Now that the House has passed these measures, it remains to 
be seen what the final Senate versions will look like. I am hopeful that 
any differences between the House and Senate measures can be worked out in 
a satisfactory manner, so that Minnesota Valley Refuge can continue its impor-
tant work. 

I appreciate your sharing with me your interest in ·these matters. 

/ 
BFV:ccj 

~-
... .. "'· 
I • ' I 

TH I S STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 



Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington. MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville . Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpenter 
·or Lake. Minnesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur . Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji. Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington. D C 

Robert L. Herbst 
Vienna. Vi rginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Ed ina . Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington. Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
Paul. Minnesota 

December 23, 1983 

Tim Kelly 
Office of Planning 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
444 La Fayette Rd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

De a r Mr . Ke 11 y : 

We appreciate the opportunity to participate in the planninq 
process for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refu9e, 
Recreation Area and State Trail. You are to be complemented 
on your effort . The Comprehensive Plan oulls tooether in one 
document many of the dreams and ideas that some members of our 
organizati on have had for many years. We ur0e the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Fish and Wi ldlife 
Servi ce to press on with the implementation of the plan as 
soon as possible. 

We do, however, wish to repeat the same concern that we have 
had throughout the planning process, which centers on the 
balance between wildlife and recreation in the wildlife refuge. 
we-have the impression that recreation is the dominant use, 
and that you are not remaining steadfast to the overall r,oal 
of preservino the natural resources of the valley. It is ou r 
fear that the level of trail users, as forecasted in the plan, 
will significantly impact on the adjacent wildlife ropulations, 
and therefore, we wish to be assured that there is some con-
tinuous monitoring of trail use and that when levels become 
excessive, or beyond that which would appear compatible with 
wildlife, that the trail use be restricted. 

In that same regard, we are concerned about the amount of 
wildlife sanctuary remaining within the project once there 
is full development. In a review of the plan text and ~aps, 
it i s not apparent there is any inviolate sanctuary being 
proposed, and we believe that should be a necessary ingredient 
of any wildlife area plan. Please either desi~nate inviolate 
sanctuaries in the olan, or reassure us that such sanctuaries 
will exist if not actually identified. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your excellent 
plan. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mike Bosan ko 
Acting President 

Working tn con<;l'rVl' nlld m<111.iq<' w1s<'IV th.e culturnl and nat11rnl r.e'OLH, l''- of the Minnesota Valle1, 



·::~:~.~,~~.;;,:o fr~ 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcorrm1t1res 

~~~ 
~ "t. ........ -:;t 

436 Cannon House Office Bu1ldmg 
Washington , 0 C. 20515 

12021 225 4755 

Hous111g & Urban OP\elupmert 

and lndc>penden1 Apenctes Qtongrenn of t~e 1!lniteb §ttaten 

462 Federal Courts Building 
110 South 4th Street 

Mmneapohs, Mmnesota 55401 
(6121 349-5110 

Transportation liouse of filepresentutiue5 
masqington. itl.([. 20515 

January 13, 1984 ~r: dffe 
~ ~ Mr. Edward s. Crozier, Refuge Manager 
~ Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

~" JA 410 1 East 78th Street 
· ti~·(· Bloomington , Minnesota 55420 

Dear Mr . Crozier: 

Pu rsuant to our meeting on December 16, 1983, I have had my staff 

check on the authorization bills for the Minnesota Valley National Wild-

life Refuge . 

Actually the Senate has not yet passed an authorization bill for 
l.he Refuge . If it were to do so this spring, I would be happy to urge 
t he House conferees to accede to the Senate in any provision where the 

Senate bill is more favorable than the House version. However, in the 
absence of a Senate bill there is not muc h the House can do on the matter . 

I advise you to urge your Senators to try to get some reauthorization bill 
passed on the Senate side so we can go to conference and get a new law 
in 1984. 

Sincerely, 

., . 
J ... ._,, ~ •• 

'I• ... _.; : ' 

·-,_, ---L •• - -'J 

1 _..;__:./ ...... L .... :..!-"~{ 

i_.~- _l) L_ :~ 
f ~0~~ ---
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JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
8TH DISTllCT. MINNESOTA 

PLEASE SEND REPLY TO: 
WASHINGTOH Of'TIC[! 

COMMITTEES: 
PUBLIC WORKS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

2351 RAYBURN House Omcc BuJLOING D 
WASHIN5TON, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-6211 €ongress of tbe llniteb ~tates 
CHAIRMAN: 

SU BCOMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

~ouse of l\eptesentatibes 
Rla5bington, :m.«:. 20515 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
BRAI NE RD CITY HALL 
501 LAUREL STREET 

BRAINERD, MINNESOTA 56401 
(218) 828-4400 

CHISHOl.11 CITY H.w. 

D 

MERCHANT MARINE AND 
FISHERIES January 19, 1984 316 LAKE STREET 

CHISHOC.11. MINNESOTA 55719 0 
(218) 254-5761 

Elaine Mellott, President 
Michael A. Bosanko, Vice President 

and Legislative Chairman 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Ms. Mellott and Mr. Bosanko: 

231 F£DUW. Bu!LDlllG 
Dul.UTH. MINNESOTA 55802 [J 

(218) 721-7'74 

Thank you for taking the time to write and express 
your views on the reauthorization for the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge . I appreciate your kind words 
about my efforts on behalf of the Refuge. 

I appreciate knowing of your support for $29,500 ,000 
for land acquisition, as well as for an tmlimited ammmt of 
time in which to expend acquisition funds. 

The House and Senate conferees will, no doubt, try to 
work out a compromise which has the best chance of passing 
both bodies of Congress and being signed into law by the 
President. I hope they feel that the language you want 
can realistically be included in the bill. You can cotmt 
on my support. 

Again, thank you for writing and sharing your views 
with me . 

Q Sincerely, 

/=:.{~~ 
JLO :njs 



MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th District , M innesota 

COMMITTEE ON APPR OPRIATIONS 

Subcommittees: 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transportation 
Qtongress of t4e Eniteb ~ates 

Jlnu.st of i&tpre.sentatiue.s 
llllla.sqington. m.m. 20515 

January 26, 1984 

Ms. Elaine Mellott 
Mr. Michael A. Bosanko 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington , Mi nnesota 55420 

Dear Ms. Mellott and Mr. Bosanko: 

Thank you for sending me a copy of your 
letter to Congressman Oberstar . 

436 Cannon House Office Building 
W ashington, D.C. 20515 

12021 225-4755 

462 Federal Courts Build ing 
11 0 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis, M innesota 55401 
16121 349-5110 

I have urged my colleagues on the auth-
orizing committee to approve the authorization for 
acquistion and development funding for the Minnes ota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

I serve on the House Appropriations Comm-
ittee and I'm pleased to report to you that last 
year we managed to appropriate $1,000,000 f or thi s 
refuge in spite of the fact that President Reaga11 
did not include any funding for this program in his 
budget. This is the first time any federal funds 
have been appropriated for this program since 1980. 

I will monitor t he action of the authorizing 
committee very closely this spring and intend to push 
for more funding in the Appropriations Committee as 
well. 

MOS/ebm 

Sincerely, 

~ (J . ._fialv 
Martin 0 . Sabo 
Member of Congre ss 

THIS STATIONER Y PR INTEO ON PAPER MADE W ITH RECYCLEO FIBERS 

~·· 



R08l!RT T. STAFFORD. VT., CHAIRMAN 
HOWARD H. llAKER, JR~ TENN. 
JOHN H. CHAFEE. R.I. 
ALAN K. SIM.-sc>N, WYO. 
.IAMU ABDN>R, S. DAK. 
STEVE SYMMS. IDAHO 
PETEY. DOMENICI, N. MEX. 
DAVE DURENllERGEll, MINN. 
- HUMPHREY, N.H. 

JENNINGS RANDOLPH, W. VA. 
LLOYD BIEHT"SEN, TEX. 
QUENTIN N. MntDICK, N. OAK, 
GARY HART, COLO. 
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN, N.Y. 
GEORGE J. MITCHELL, MAINE 
MAX llAUCUS, MONT. 

UILEY GUARD, STAFF DIRECTOlt 
JOHN W. YAGO, JR,. MINORITY STAFF DIRIECTOlt 

Febniary 29, 1984 

Ms. Elaine Mellott 
9400 Cedar Avenue #101 
Minneapolis, MN 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20510 

Enclosed is a copy of language from Senate Report 233 regarding purchase 
of "publically owned lands", such as the property owned by the Hennepin 
County Park Reserve District and the City of Bloomington in the Minnesota 
Valley Refuge. 

It would seem advisable to run it by the corrnnittee appropriations once 
the Refuge bill has been signed into law. However, a good deal of 
coordination should be done with the authorizing committee and Interior 
as well as the House staff. As you know, Steve Shirnberg - 202-224-6228 
is the Environment and Public Works Corrnnittee staff. 

We can discuss if you like. 

Shirley K. t 
Legislative sistant 
Senator Dave Durenberger's Office 

SKH:ll 



U.S. 
FISH & WILDLIFE 

SERVICE 

-

Department of the Interior 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service· 
Wash ington, D.C. 20240 

In answer to 
your request, 
we are pleased 
to send the 
enclosed material 
and hope it will 
be helpful. 
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ACQUISITION OF PUBLIC LANDS 

Senate Report 233, 90th Congress, 1st Session, ·FY 1968, p. 9 

"The Ccmmittee directs that there be no Federal acquisition of lands 
now in pub I ic ownership unti I efforts have been made to acquire the 
lands by donations or by such a procedure as an irrevocable use pennit 

If efforts to secure pub I icly owned lands without cost are un-
successful, a purchase shall not be made until approved by the Ccmmittee 
on Appropriations." 

PISCATAWAY PARK 

House Report No. 343, 90th Congress, 1st Session, FY 1968, p. 7 

"The conferees direct that no individual responsible for land acqu1s1-
tion in Piscataway Park shal I take any action, including declaratlon of 
taking or condemnation proceedings, which will obligate the Federal 
Government in excess of the total funds made available for this purpose." 

HIGH COSTS PER ACRE AND IMPROVEMENTS 

House Report No. 1405, 89th Cengress, 2nd Session, FY 1967, p. 12 

"··.the Ccmmittee expects t he Bureau to pay particular attention to· tracts 
that have a high cost per acre or substantial costs for improvements." 

PR !OR !TIES 

House Report No. 1405, 89th Congress, 2nd Session, FY 1967, p. 12 

"The Committ~e further expects first priority to be given to .Federal acqui-
sitions which wi 11 implement recent authorizati.ons of the Congress~" 

Senate Report No. 233, 90th Congress, 2nd Session, FY 1968, p. 9 

"The ccmmittee cont.inues to be! ieve that Federal agencies should proceed 
as rapidly as feasible to purchase lands in recently authorized areas in 
order to help reduce the effect of price escalation; and that in most 
instances lower priority should be given to purchases of lands with sub-
stantial improvements thereon, and to those having mainly archeological 
or historic values as distinct ·frcm recreat·ion values." · 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE INHOLDINGS 

House Report No. 1395, 90th Congre ss, 2nd Session, FY 1969, p. 16 

" •.• the Corrrnittee directs that no obi igation shal I be incurred for the 
acquisition of in-holdin gs unti I the prior approval in writing for the 
acqu is it ion is obtained frcm th is Committee." 

4 
' '. I 



~~T~Ti>©'lf~ 
~DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

BOX 20, CENTENNIAL OFFICE BUILDING • ST . PAUL , MINNESOTA • 55155 

DNR IN FORMATION 
(612) 296-6157 

May 8, 1984 

Elaine Mellott, President 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Ms. Mellott: 

FILE NO. _ ___ _ 

Governor Perpich has asked me to respond to your request for aid in 
obtaining funds for construction of a wildlife interpretive and 
educational center. The site in Bloomington overlooking the Minnesota 
River Valley is indeed outstanding in all the values you mention. 
We are very supportive of the efforts of your organization in environ-
mental education and wildlife management education. We will use whatever 
influence we have to gain the assistance of the Minnesota Congressional 
Delegation and others in government to provide funding for this highly 
worthwhile project. 

As of this writing, much to our disappointment, state funds are not 
available. 

JNA: rp 

Yours ruly, ~ 
//,~~ 4 71;~( 

Joseph N. Alexander 
Commissioner 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

~@) 



MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th District, Minnesota 

COMMIITEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcommittees: 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transponation 

Qtongre.s.s of t~e Unite~ ~ate.s 
llinu.s e nf i&epre.s entatiu e.s 

llla.sqington. m.cn. 20515 

May 9, 1984 

Ms. Elaine Melliot, President 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Ms. Melliot: 

436 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

1202) 225-4755 

462 Federal Courts Building 
110 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
1612) 349-5110 

Thank you for writing to express your concerns about 
funding for the proposed Wildlife Interpretive and Education Cen-
ter to be built in Bloomington. 

You may be sure that I will support this worthwhile 
project. In fact, I have joined my House colleagues from the 
Twin Cities area in writing Congressman Sidney Yates, Chairman of 
the Interior Subcommittee of Appropriations, urging him to provide 
the funds for this project. 

With warm regards. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

MOS/ebd 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 



MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th District, Minnesota 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcomminees: 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transportation 
<trnngre.s.s nf tqe Unitell ~ate.s 

]}louse of iaepresentatiues 
lllas4ington. 11.QL 20515 

Ms. E.M. Mellott, President 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

June 22, 1984 

436 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

12021 225-4755 

462 Federal Couns Building 
110 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
16121 349-5110 

Thank you for contacting me to express your concern 
for the Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge. 

The Interior Subcommittee of the House Appropriations 
Committee met on June 19 to mark-up the interior appropriations 
bill for fiscal year 1985. You will be happy to learn that the 
committee recommended $1.5 million for land acquisitions for the 
Minnesota Valley Refuge and $600,000 for planning funds for the 
Visitors Center. 

MOS/eb 

I hope this information is of use to you. 

Sincerely, 

Martin O. Sabo 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 



MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5th District, Minnesota 

COMMIITEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Subcommittees: 

Housing & Urban Development 
and Independent Agencies 

Transportation 
Qtongre.s.s of tije Nniteh ~ates 

1Llouse of i!lepresentatiues 
1lllla.sqington. 11.QL. 20515 

July 13, 1984 

Ms. Elaine Mellott, President 
Friends of the Refuge 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
4101 East 78th Street 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

426 Cannon House Office Building 
W ashington, D.C. 2051 5 

1202) 225-4755 

462 Federal Courts Building 
110 South 4th Street 

M inneapolis, M innesota 55401 
16t2) 349-5110 

Thank you for arranging the meeting for 
me with the folks at the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge on Wednesday. 

It is always pleasant to visit the Refuge 
and it is helpful for me to be informed of activities 
involving it. 

Please express my thanks to all of the 
Friends for the fine picture. It will remind me 
of the beauty of the Refuge when I am in Washington. 

MOS/kag 

With personal regards, 

Martin 0. Sabo 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PR INTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYC LED FIBER S 
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National Audubon Society 
NORTH MIDWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
SUITE 920, LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING 
10 SOUTH FIFTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 (612) 375-9140 

September 4, 1984 

The Environmental Quality Board 
State of Minnesota 
c/o Mr. Greg Downing 
Room 100 Capitol Square Bldg. 
550 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed are comments by the North Midwes t Regional Office of the Natiod~l 
Audubon Society on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed 
Airport South project. 

The National Audubon Society is concerned with the integrity of all National 
Wildlife Refuges, and especially in this case, the Minnesota Valley Refuge. 

The refuge system has the potential to provide society with enormous wildlife 
benefits. In the face of increasing habitat loss and environmental destruction 
for short-term gain, refuges stand alone as lands devoted solely to preserving 
and enhancing wildlife habitat. 

It is with these benefits in mind that we offer comments on the DEIS. In 
most cases, amplification of information given or additional information is 
necessary. Specifically: 

Section 6-2 Air Quality: 
Why was the impact of only carbon monoxide chosen for discus::dcn? Increased 

traffic as expected fro~ th~ proj ect c~1ld alter the levels not 0nly of rarbon 
monoxide, but of particulates, hydrocarbons, lead, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide 
and photochemical oxidants. The MPCA is charged with monitoring these pollutants 
to insure compliance with state and national standards. All potential air pollu~ant 
levels impacted by the project need to be discussed in an EIS . 

Iowa • Minnesota• North Dakota • South Dakota• Wiscons in 
AMERICANS COMMITTED TO CONSERVATION 
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2 - The Environmental Quality Board - September 4, 1984 

Section 6.5.3-(Stormwater) Runoff Quantity: 

It is unclear how this statement could be correct: "the net effect of 
development on runoff within the proposed Airport South District ... (from) 
the annual runoff volumes to Long Meadow Lake from the watershed would increase 
only about six percent . . for a year with average precipitation". 

Summarizing the text, it is evident that: 

Watershed 

Old Shakopee Road 

80th Street 

Bluffs 

22nd Avenue 

Pond C 

Pond 1 

Stormwater Volume Increase (with proposed 
Airport South 
Project: 

Less than 5% 

26% 

Slight (-) decrease 

3% 

2% (includes 4 stonnwater treatment and 
retention basins) 

Unclear - no projections for stor1y- sewer 
and collection system to be built. 

Adding the column of stormwater volume increase does not provide a value close 
to the 6% increase values as stated on the text (even allowing for retention amounts 
in Pond 1 and Pond C watersheds). More information is needed for clarification. 
Also, outfalls from the 80th Street and Old Shakopee Road watersheds will discharge 
directly into Long Meadow .Lake without the benefit of treatment. The text states 
that "This additional runoff volume is not anticipated to create significant ad-
verse i~pacts to water quality in Long Meadow Lake provided this additional runoff 
is treated prior to being discharged (emphasis added) into the lake.'' However, 
only Pond C and Pond 1 watersheds are designed to retain water , and only the 
Pond C watershed is designed to treat the retained water. Thus, the discharge from 
the outlets for 80th Street and Old Shakopee Road watersheds will enter Long Meadow 
Lake untreated, and this effect needs to be further discussed as such in the test. 
The quantity of runoff affects the water levels in the Refuge, and thus its inhabitants. 

Section 6.5.3 Stormwater Runoff Impacts on Receiving Bodies: 
Data on water quality of Long Meadow Lake in summer is essential to foretell 

whether the Minnesota Valley Refuge can maintain a quality environment for the 
species living there. It is not sufficient to state that during construction water 
quality will be at the lowest point. How does that level of quality affect the 
species which use the lake and the Refuge. 



• 
3 - The Environmental Quality Board - September 4, 1984 

Section 6.6.3-Groundwater 
What will the effect of removing a spring be on the Minnesota Valley 

Refuge? 
Section 6.6.5-Evaluation of Groundwater Impacts: 
Of what would a "permanent implace dewatering system in the interchange area" 

consist? How will this control existing groundwater levels which serve as recharge 
to Long Meadow Lake, which abuts the Minnesota Valley Refuge? 

Section 6.12.3-Plans of Federal and State Agencies: 
The City of Bloomington should accelerate their review and adoption of 

shoreland zoning ordinances in order for this proposal to proceed further. 
Section 6.5.3-Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species: 
Before these proposals advance any further, a "detailed site examination 

spanning one growing season" should be completed for potential rare, threatened 
or endangered plants. 

Before any actual property adjacent to th~ Minnesota River Valley bluff is 
considered for development, a systematic habitat survey should be undertaken to 
determine the parcel's suitability for species included on the Rare, Threatened 
or Endangered list. These inventories should be conducted in time for inclusion 
in the EIS. I would like to emphasize that a portion of the land proposed for 
development in the Airport South project is proposed for acquisition by the 
Minnesota Valley Refuge. The fact that the land in Parcel F is designed to be 
adjoined to the Refuge indicates that it has inherent environmental qualities which 
make it suitable as habitat for a variety of species. The EIS should include a 
map indicating the proposed zoning without the Airport South Project, and designate 
the entire area proposed as the Minnesota Valley Refuge as a "conservation dist:rict." 

/ 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this proposal. 

~~ 
Carol M. Beim 
Regional Representative 

BCC: Kay Schwie v 
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HENNEPIN 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
320 Washington Av. South 
Hopkins, Minnesota 55343-8468 

935-3381 
TIY 935-6433 

September 12, 1984 

Mr . Harvey Nelson 
Regional Director 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Sen•ice 
Bishop Henry Wipple Building, Fort Snelling 
Twin Cities, Minnesota 55111 

6(f) PROPERTIES, CSAH 18, CP 6816 
FROM FAI-494 TO TH 13 AND TH 101 

Dear Mr . Nelson : 

Pursuant to the guidelines of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 
1965, 6(f) property obtained for transportation needs requires replaceme nt 
in kind of the property impacted. The impacted property which is affected 
by the CSAH 18 alignment and is under the jurisdiction of the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is shown on the attached layout. The property is north of 
the Minnesota River and entails 4.32 acres . 

Our proposal is to acquire Parcel No. 115, containing 5. 32 acres, shown on 
the attached Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge Map, and exchange it 
for the 4.32 acres required for the CSAH 18 alignment . 

It is noteworthy to mention that all property exchanges must meet the 
approval of all agencies in order to satisfy the Section 6(f) requirements 
of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). 

On Friday, August 10, 1984, representatives from Hennepin County met with 
Edward Crozier and Tom Worthington from your office to discuss this issue . 
Based on discussions with these people, adoption of land transfer within 
your jurisdiction requires your approval. 

As part of the overall project concept, the removal of the existing 
Minnesota River Brfdge (Bloomington Ferry Bridge) will occur after 1989. 
The replacement bridge will be built on the future CSAH 18 alignment and 
will span the entire River Valley . Access to this bridge will be required 
for annual inspectf ons and periodic maintenance to the substructure units . 
Therefore, 1n addition to consideration of the land transfer, Hennepin 
County requests an easement right through Parcels 115, 117, and 47 for the 
above stated purposes. 

HENNEPIN COUNTY 



Harvey Nelson - 2 - September 12, 1984 

It is our understanding that an 8 1 asphalt trail/road exists along the river 
from the approximate limits of Parcel 115 west to the new CSAH 18 alignment . 
Perhaps this trail/road could be used for our access. 

It is very important that we work collectively to a solution for this 
concept. You can expect our utmost cooperation. 

Your expeditious reply to this matter is greatly appreciated. 

VG/BP :l ar 
Attachments 

cc : Edward Crozier, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service .,/' 
Avonell Hagen, Assistant Commissioner for Planning, DNR 
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~ T. STAJl'Pl)flD, VT •• CHAIRMAN 
HOW MD H. &tJCDlt0 JR .. TENN. Jo.llNGS ftANDOLP'H. W. VA. JOHN H. CHAF£C. R.1. LLOYD 81ENT9E:N , TEX. 
AL.AN K. 9JMP'SON, WYO. QUDfTIN H . 8Uft.DtCK. N. DAK. JAMEi AaDNOR , S. OAK. GAfltY HART. COLO. 
STrYC IYMMS , lDAHO DANIEL P'ATRICK MOYNIHAN, N .Y. PETE V. DOMENICI , N . M£1(. GEORGE J , MITCHE.L.L, MAINE DAVE DU,.EH9CftGER, MINN. MAX aAUCUS, MONT. 
GORDON tWMP'HREY • N .H. 

•AILEY GUAJltD, STAFF DlfltEC'T'Ollt 
JOHN W. YAGO. Jft •. MIJ«>llllTY STAFI" DIRl'.'CT'OR 

Honorable James McClure 
Chairman 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20510 

January 2, 1985 

Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations · SD-114 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Jim: 

The Interior Appropriation's bill has always been of special interest to me. It is ·the vehicle for funding several important Minnesota projects: BWCA, Voyaguers National Park and Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

Despite our budget problems, funding for these programs is particularly critical in FY86. I would like the opportunity to testify before your Subcommitee and outline the projects and their relationship to the people of Minnesota. 

I would also request that a representative of Friends of Minnesota Valley be asked to testify in support of Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. The contact person is Elaine Mellott at 9400 Cedar Avenue #101, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420. 

Finally, Kevin Proescholt of the Minnesota Audobon Society has done extensive work on the BWCA program culminating with the publication of After the Shouting Stops. I ask that Kevin be also given the opportunity to share his findings with the Subcommittee. His address is: 2929 4th ~.venue South, Suite o, .Hinneapolis, Minnesota 55408. 

I appreciate your a 
have any questions pleas 
my staff at 44718. 

this matter. If you 
r Judy Erickson of 



ROBERT T. STAFFORD, VT .• CHAIRMAN 

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN . 
JOHN H. CHAFEE, R. I. 
AL.AN K. SIMPSON, WYO. 
JAMES ABDNOR, S . OAK. 
STEVE SYMMS, IDAHO 
PETE V. DOMENIC!, N. MEX. 
DAVE OURENBERGER, MINN. 
GORDON HUMPHREY• N.H. 

JENNINGS RANDOLPH, W. VA. 
LLOYD BENTSEN, TEX. 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, N. OAK. 
GARY HART, COLO. 
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN , N .Y. 
GEORGE J . MITCHELL, MAINE 
MAX BAUCUS, MONT. 

BAILEY GUARD, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOHN W. YAG00 JR •. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT ANO PUBLIC WORKS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

Elaine Mellott 
Friends of Minnesota Valley 
9400 Cedar Avenue #101 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

January 3, 1985 

Happy New Year! I enjoyed meeting you in December. 
Thank you very much for taking the time to show me 
Minnesota Valley. It is truely a unique place. 

Enclosed is the letter the Senator sent to Senator 
McClure regarding Interior Appropriations. In it you 
will note he asked that a representative from Minnesota 
Valley be asked to testify. I don't have a hearing date 
yet. Also, the new staff director for the Interior 
Appropriations Subcommittee is Jeff Celik, SD-114, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. He is the person you should 
contact to get to come out to tour the valley. If 
that can't be arranged, then perhaps when Friends of 
Minnesota Valley folks are out here on other business, 
a meeting can be set up with Interior staff to show 
them the film that I saw. 

I will be in touch. 

Sincerely, 



GERRY SIKORSKI 
6TH DISTRICT, MINNESOTA 

FRESHMAN WHIP 

COMMITTEES: 

ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 

POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE 

CIVIL SERVICE 
POSTAL OPERATIONS AND SERVICES 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES 

ttongrtss of tbt 11nittb 39tatts 
J)ouse of l\tprtsentatibts 
•a~bington, l\.C. 20515 

Mr. Mike Bosanko 
&. Ms. Elaine Mellott 

Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Mr. Bosanko &. Ms. Mellott: 

January 11, 1985 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
414 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BLDG. 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 205 15 
(202) 225-2271 

DENNIS MCGRANN 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
8535 CENTRAL AVENUE N.E. 
BLAINE. MINNESOTA 55434 

(612) 780-5801 

SHIRLEY BONINE 
DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the need for an increase in wildlife 
refuge land acquisition funds for the Minnesota Valley National Refuge. I appreciate 
that you took the time to inform me of this situation. 

You have my assurance I will work with you and the rest of the Minnesota 
delegation to insure that adequate funds are provided for this worthy project. Thank you 
again, and please contact me if I can be of any further assistance. 

GS:kk 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 
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ROBERT W. KASTEN • .HI. WIS. 
AlfONSE M. D"AMATD, N.Y. 
MACK MATTINGLY, GA. 
WARREN RUDMAN. N.H. 
AALEN SPECTER. PA. 
PETE V. DOMEHICI, N. MEX. 

JOHN C. STEHNIS, MISS. 
ROBERT C. BYRO, W. VA. 
WIUIAM PROXMIRE. WIS. 
DANIEL IC. INOUYE. HAWAII 
ERNEST F. HOWNGS. S.C. 
THOMAS F. EAGLETON, MO. 
LAWTON CHILES, FtA. 
J. BENNITT JOHNSTON, LA. 
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COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20510 

February 6, 1985 

Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 55420 

Dear Ms. Mellott: 

Thank you for your kind invitation to visit the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area. I am sure the refuge has many special qualities that I would find impressive. In the future I hope to get out and see as many of the items funded in the Interior Appropriations bill as possible. Unfortunately, due to my other obligations, I do not see an opportunity to come to Minnesota this year. However, if it is okay with you, I will keep your invitation in mind for future years. 
Again, thank you for the invitation . 

Je f 
St f D" ector 
Interior Appropriations Subcommittee 



·senator Da~e Durenberger 
U.S. Senator for Minnesota 

Statment by Senator Dave Durenberger 
before the · 

Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations 
February 26, 1985 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I am going to be brief this morning as I see you have a 
full schedule and ask that my full statement be placed in the 
record. 

Minnesota is often associated with eastern states. While 
it is closer to . the Atlantic than Pacific, we are really a 
western state. - We are west of the Mississippi. Originally 
part of the Louisiana Purchase we were known as the Northwest 
Territory and eventually became the 32nd state to join the 
union in 1858. 

Historically and culturally we are tied with the west. 
We had our share of Indian wars. The coming of the railroad 
did as much for Minnesota as it did for other frontier states 
in terms of expanding markets and spuring economic o.evelopment. 

The things which brought pioneers west brought them to 
Minnesota. Fur traders, trappers, timber men, and prairie 
f armers, those men and women who made America great, found a 
place in Minnesota. 

Mr. Chairman, we really aren't all that different from 
I daho. We don't have spectacular mountain ranges or deep, 
coursing rivers, but we do have many outstanding natural 
resources of comparable beauty and grace; sparkling glacial 
lakes, quiet flowing rivers surrounded by fertile farm land 
and superb waterfowl and wildlife habitat, still forests and 
wide open plains. One can sing "Home on the Range" in 
Minnesota and not be out of place. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, we do have a strong federal presence 
in Minnesota in terms of natural resource management, particularly 
in northern Minnesota. The Chippewa and Superior National Forests 
are the largest in the Forest Service's eastern region. The 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness is one of the most popular 
yet complex wilderness areas in the country. Voyageurs National 
Park is a young park whose potential is yet to be realized. 

The federal government is also involved in the management 
and protection of our three major water ways; the Mississippi 
River, the St. Croix River and the Minnesota River. In 
addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service manages over 440,000 acres 
of wildlife refuges around the state and an especially important 
one in the metropolitan area; the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

To a large extent the funding for this federal presence 
comes under your jurisdiction in the Interior Appropriations 
bill. And that is why I am here this morning, to bring to your 
attention several projects which areparticularly important to 
the people of Minnesota: Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge, Voyageurs National Park and the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness. 

';, 



!'age TWO 

Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge (P.L. 94-466 as amended 
by P.L. 98-327) 

First authorized in 1976, Congress last year passed amendments 
which included a permanent authorization of $24.9 million for 
land acquisition and $9.8 million for the visitor's center, 
increased the size of the refuge from 9,500 acres to ~2,400 acres, 
and included a provision which will allow local governments to 
donate lands which are inside the boundaries of the refuge. 

Minnesota Valley is a unique and valuable component of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. Situated in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
metropolitan area, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
offers extraordinary educational and recreational opportunities 
not usually available to city dwellers while providing a sanctuary 
for a large number of migratory waterfowl, fish and other wildlife. 

Forming a wildlife buffer between four metropolitan counties 
and eight suburban communities, the ~innesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge embodies a new and important concept in federal, 
state and local government relations, cooperative management of 
our natural resources. In addition to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, there 
are over 17 different units of government involved in the project. 

Following the original authorization in 1976, $6.5 million 
was appropriated for land acquisition. Since that time, however, 
funding has been scarce and sporadic. The $1.6 million which 
had been appropriated for land acquisition in FY81 was 
rescinded. Further, no funds were appropriated in FY82, 83 or 
85. The $1 million which was appropriated for FY84 was held 
pending Congressional passage of H.R. 1723 which reauthorized 
the Refuge. That money is currently being expended. 

With the authorization behind us, we are very eager to 
move forward and complete the Comprehensive Refuge and · 
Recreation and Management Plan which was approved in 1984. 
To do this, I am asking the Committee's favorable consideration 
of my request to include in the Interior Appropriation's bill 
$7.5 million for land acquisition. 

P.L. 94-466 and P.L. 98-327 also authorizes the construction 
of a visitor's center. It's location in Bloomington will attract 
between 500,000 and 750,000 visitors a year, providing a major 
boost to the tourism industry in the metro area as well as 
encouraging economic development in adjacent communities. The 
site of the proposed visitor's center has been the scene of 
considerable highway improvement work over the past year. That 
work will soon be completed and the site will have all of the 
utilities, access road, major landscaping and Interstate Highway 
Directional signing ready for the visitor center construction. 

Everything is ready, Mr. Chairman, for construction to begin. 
I am requesting that $600,000 for final planning and site 
preparation be included in the FY86 Interiqr Appropriations, 
and for $6 million in FY87 for construction of this facility. 

These requests are supported by the Minnesota Congressional 
delegation, Friends of Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, 
and the communities of the greater Minneapolis-St. Paul 
metropolitan area. 

Voyageurs National Park (P.L. 91-966 as amended by P.L. 97-405) 

Voyageurs National Park is Minnesota's only national park. 
It is the only water based park in the United States, with 80,000 
acres of its 200,000 acres being water. Lying on the Minnesota-
Ontario border, it is an area of spectacular beauty with 
unique historical significance. 



You have been very helpful over the years, Mr. Chairman, in 
obtaining funds for land acquisition and that aspect of the 
management plan is almost completed. Out of the $38.314 
million authorized under P.L. 91-966, only $3.520 remains to 
be appropriated. 

While it is important to continue the land acquisition 
program until completed, there are two other program a'reas 
which are critical to the future of Voyageurs National Park 
which I would like to bring to your attention this morning. 

The first is the condition of the Kettle Falls Hotel, 
which is operated under a concession agreement with the Park 
Service. This hotel is an important resource to Voyageurs 
National Park and to northern Minnesota. The building is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. For many 
years it was a gathering place for loggers and more recently for 
anglers and tourists. 

As you will recall, during consideration of the FY84 
Interior Appropriations bill, Senator Boschwitz and I 
participated in a colloquy with you regarding the Hotel in 
which you agreed with us that the Park Service should make 
available funds to complete the repairs on this historic 
f acility. I am including a copy of this colloquy for the 
record. 

Although the planning has been completed, resortation has 
not begun. We are ready to do that this year. The Park Service 
has determined that a total of $3.l million dollars is needed 
to do this and has made it a priority for FY86 and FY87 to provide 
$1.1 million in FY86 and $.7 million in FY87 out of the visitor's 
facility fund. This money has already been made available. But 
an additional $1.3 million is necessary to complete the project 
as a whole. With9ut the $1.3 million the project collapses. 
Therefore, your support and assistance in obtaining a line item 
of $1.3 million for the hoiel would be greatly appreciated . 

Second, P.L. 97-405, in addition to increasing acquisition 
authority and making a number of boundary adjustments, authorized 
federal assistance to encourage use of Voyageurs National Park 
and surrounding region. Voyageurs has been designated by the 
National Park Service as a pilot project for a new tourism 
and recreation program. A copy of the Park Service's Final 
Report, "Tourism Opportunity Analysis for Voyageurs National 
Park," is included with my testimony. As a result of this 
report, $250,000 was authorized under P.L. 97-405 to develop 
and implement a tourism plan to promote Voyageurs National Park. 

Unlike ·other: national park areas it was the clear 
intent of Congress for the resorts and businesses adjacent 
to the park to provide goods and services for park visitors. 
These businesses have suffered greatly in recent years as a 
result ot severely depressed economic conditions in northern 
Minnesota. 

If the current trend continues, we are likely to find 
ourselves in the unfortunate situation of having to establish 
expensive park concessions to replace private sector facilities. 
The recent plant closing by Boise Cascade resulting in lay offs 
of up to 600 persons make development and promotion of the park, 
which is currently under-utilized, more critical in terms of 
bringing about economic growth and stablity to the region. A 
one time appropriation of $250,000 will go a long way toward 
achieving this goal. 

These requests are supported by the Minnesota Congressional 
delegation and the State of Minnesota through the Citizen's 
Council on Voyaguers National Park. 



Page Four 

Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (P.L. 95-313) 

When Congress passed P.L. 95-495, the Boundary . Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness Act of 1978, it recognized the federal 
obligation to provide compensation to the State of Minnesota 
for the taking of property rights on 69,480 acres of state land 
which are now included in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area ' Wilderness. 
The express purpose of this compensation was to "expedite the 
intensification of resource management .•• on .•• lands in 
Minnesota, outside the wilderness, to offset, to the extent 
feasible, the reduction in the programmed allowable timber 
harvest resulting from reclassification of the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area." (P.L.95-495, Sec. 6(c) (1)). The provisions of 
P.L. 95-495 represent a commitment by the federal government 
to finance $33 million of the estimated $56 million in forestry 
related costs of .the wilderness withdrawls on non-federal lands 
in Minnesota. 

I am extremely pleased that the Administration has recognized 
the importance of their commitment to the State of Minnesota under 
this act and has included $3 million for the State Grant Program 
for FY86. 

The funds appropriated to date have been used effectively 
by the State of Minnesota. The response of the people and the 
economy has been excellent. The federal investment has spurred 
a substantial commitment to intensified forest management at 
the state and local level. We are now in the sixth year of the 
eleven year commitment to modify the impact of the federal 
wilderness action on the people and economy of the region. 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has estimated 
the potential benefit of the $33 million dollar BWCAW expenditure 
to be $135 million. That is a benefit to cost ratio of 4.1 to 
1, which indicates that the program is an efficient means of 
providing resource outputs. While the program does not generate 
d irect receipts to the Federal treasury, the DNR estimates that 
$44 million dollars in tax revenues will be received by the 
federal government as a direct result of the economic activity 
stimulated by the forestry intensification program. 

Simply put, Mr. Chairman, the program has been a success! 
The State of Minnesota has an efficient forestry intensification 
program, is carrying out its obligations under P.L. 95-495 
and is planning to do so in 1986! Included for the Committee's 
consideration is a copy of the DNR's 1984 accomplishment report 
and Revised Work Plan. 

Mr. Chairman, I .am deeply grateful for the support you 
and the committee have given to this important program to date, 
and look forward to your continued support this year. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, the Cooperative Forestry Assistance 
Program (P.L. 95-313) is important to the State of Minnesota and 
the Minnesota timber community. The President's ' FY86 budget 
proposal reduces this program by $28.9 million dollars from 
FY85 levels. A decline of this magnitude may cause the 
elimination of private landowner assistance activities in 
many states, and certainly have adverse consequences for some 
120,000 private forestland owners in Minnesota. 

I appreciate this opportunity to discuss with you these 
important projects. Thank you. 
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United States J?epartment of the Interior 

.~oam OllLY il!E DIRECTOR, 
FISK AND WllDUfE SUVIC£ FEB 2 6 REC'D 

1:- C B 2 2. 13 8 5 

:vI em oranaum 

To: 

From: Steve Robinson, Chief _ . .d.-£~· 
Office of Legislative Services 

Subject: Update of Congressional Activities 

ACTION: 

On Thursday, February 21, Cong. Breaux introduced H.R. 1202, to authorize FY 1986-1988 appropriations to carry out conservation programs on military . reservations and public lands (Sikes ·Act) and H.R. 1203, the Emergency Wetlands Resources Act. The wetlands bill is almost identical to the House-passed bill of last year , without the Oregon Inlet provisions. Oregon Inlet legislation, S. 362, was in troduced by Sen. Helms and Sen. East on January 31, 1985. The bill would authorize the Corps of Engineers to utilize lands under the jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior for the purpose of anchoring jetties at Oregon Inlet . 
The Interior Subcommittee on Public Lands favorably ref erred H.R. 99, the Am erican Conservation Corp bill, to the full Committee for further action. The full Committee is expected to consider the bill on February 27. 
UPCOMING HEARINGS 

*February 27 

House Merchant Marine Subcommittee on Fisheries 
Chairman, John Breaux 
Ranking Minority, Don Young 
FWS Budget Hearing 
10:00, 1334 Longworth Bldg. 
Witness: Robert Jantzen 

House Interior Committee 
Chairman, Morris Udall 
Ranking Minority, Don Young 
M~ on H.R. 99, American Conservation Corps bill 9:45, 1324 Longworth Bldg. 



February 28 

House Interior Subcommittee on Water 
Chairman, George Miller 
Ranking Minority, Richard Cheney 
Oversight hearing on recommendations of the Garrison Diversion Unit 

Commission 
9:30, 1324 Longworth Bldg. 
Witness: Assistant Secretary Broadbent 

March 5 

House Merchant Marine Subcommittee on Fisheries 
(Chairman, see 1st page) 
Rearing on wetlands legislation and Sikes Act Reauthorization 
10:00, 1334 Longworth Bldg. 
Witness: Robert Jantzen 

'.\1arch 5 

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior 
(Subcommittee assignments not finalized) 

_Rearing on PY 1986 B~t for FWS 
2:00, Room SD-138 Dirksen 
Witness: to be determined. 

March 5,6 

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior 
Chairman, Sidney Yates 
Ranking Minority, Ralph Regula 

~earing on PY 1986 Budget - Resource Management 
with outside witnesses: BLM/FWS/NPS/Land and Water Conservation Ftmd 

10:00 and 1:00, Room to be announced 
Witnesses: Outside 

March 11 

House Merchant Marine Subcommittee on Fisheries 
(chairman, see 1st page) 
Hearing on Nongame Act and refuge reauthorizations (Tensas, Bogue Chitto, 
Bon Secour and Tinicum) 
Time to be announced, Room 1334 Longworth Bldg. 
Witness: Robert Jantzen 

• !'vtarch 14 

House '.\1erchant :vtarine Subcommittee on Fisheries 
(Chairman, see lst page) 
Hearing on Endangered Species Act Reauthorization (will include panels on 
California sea otter, western water and falcon issues). 
Time to be announced, Room 1334 Longwort h Bldg. 
Witness: Robert Jantzen (panel witnesses to be announced) 



:v1arch 19 

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior 
(Subcommittee assignments not finalized) 
Hearing on FY 1986 Budget - Land and Water C~ation Fl.Dld for all four 
agencies 
2:00, Room SD-138 Dirksen 
Witnesses: Not determined. 

*March 21 

House Merchant Marine Subcommittee on Fisheries 
(Chairman, see 1st page) 
Hearing on Fishery Conservation and Management Act Reauthorization 
10:00, 1334 Longworth Bldg. 

* Witness: to be announced (FWS will not testify) 

May 7 (tentative) 

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior 
Chairman, Sidney Yates 
Ranking Minority, Ralph Regula 
Hearing on FY 1986 Budget - FWS 
10:00, Room to be announced 
Witness: Not determined. 

BRIEFINGS SCHEDULED: 

February 25 - Dave Almand briefed Walter Sanders, Legislative Assistant with 
Cong. John Dingell, on DOI activities related to steel shot. 

The Director is planning to meet with all new Members on the Merchant Marine 
Subcommittee on Fisheries in the near future. Meetings have been scheduled with 
Cong. John Miller, on February 26 at 9:00; Cong. Gene Chappie on February 28 at 
2:00; Cong. Jack Fields on MarchJ2 at 2:30 and Cong. James Saxton on '.'¥18.rch 13 at 
9:30. 

[

On February 26, Friends of Minnesota Valley will make a presentation to 
Refuge/Realty personnel on the Minnesota Valley NWR at 10:30, room 7000-A. 
This meeting was scheduled at the request of Senator Durenberger's office. 

Staff from Members of the '.'V1ontana, Idaho, Wyom ing and Washington delegations 
have been invited to briefings on February 28 and March l to discuss activities of 
the Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee. Appropriate staff from the House and 
Senate Committees have also been invited. The briefings will be conducted by Bob 
Gilmore, Galen Buterbaugh and Dr. Christopher Servheen, the Service's grizzly 
bear coordinator. 

cc: Dr. Hester, Theresa Pyne, Directorate, Regional Directors 
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Elaine Mellott 
HQN03S 
Control Data Corporation 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20510 

March 21, 1985 

9400 - 34th Avenue South 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55440 

Dear Elaine: 

RECElV£r'! 
MAR 22 1-985 
£. MEI 1 r y r ·-

The 99th session of the United States Congress is back in 
session and back to work. It has taken some time, but it's 
official, I will be serving on the Environment and Public Works 
Committee. I look forward to serving on this committee once 
again to continue the work which was started some time ago. 
Among the issues to be addressed in this legislative session 
include Clean Air & Water, Hazardous Waste, Toxic Substances, 
Safe Drinking Water Act as well as the Endangered Species Actl 

I am pleased to announce the addition of Bonnie McCarvel to 
my Minnesota Staff as a Legislative Assistant for Environment, 
Natural Resources and Agriculture. Bonnie is originally from 
southwestern Minnesota and has a BS Degree from the University 
of Minnesota. Prior to joining my staff she worked at radio 
station KNUJ in New Ulm, Minnesota, for nearly five years, and 
also as an Extension Agent in Brown County for nearly four 
years. I believe that Bonnie will be able to keep me informed 
on enviro@ntal is@ in@e @te@ 
@ @na@, a@ go@ t@ou@th@il@a@ names 
and addresses, I have found that a number of them are no longer 
current. Please take the tim fill out the attached card 
with your nd telephone number (both home 
and work) ate our list. 

DD/bkm 
Enclosure 
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

ADDl!ESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR, 
FISH ,AND WllDLIFE SERVICE if .AM•'-·~-/f;:a_,,,__ ~ ~ ~ ~--1/-3,/f~ J 

Mr. Michael A. Bosanko 
President, Friends of 

the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Mr. Bosanko: 

APR 0 3 19a5 

Thank you for your letter of January 30, 1985, to former Assistant Secretary 
Arnett. It has been forwarded to the Fish and Wildlife Service for reply. 

The Fiscal Year 1985 appropriations from the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) totaled $63,218,000 for specific line itemed acquisitions. With the 
addition of $39,112,000 of carryover monies from FY 1984, a total of 
$102,330,000 is available. It must be remembered that the Service's FY 1984 
budget requested no funding. The $52,297,000 appropriated was for specific 
Congressional add-on acquisitions which included only $1 million for Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. The Service's LWCF budget request for FY 
1985 was for $57.5 million, of which only $24,971,000 was appropriated as 
requested for acquisition. An additional $38,247,000 was again 
Congressionally mandated for acquisitions but did not include Minnesota 
Valley NWR. 

A reprogramming to Minnesota Valley NWR is doubtful unless an emergency 
situation exists and funding for another acquisition is unneeded. Any land 
acquisition reprogramming in excess of $100,000 requires Appropriations 
Committees' concurrence. 

In regard to the Migratory Bird Conservation Account, none of the FY 1985 
ftmding has been allocated to Federal refuges in Minnesota. However, 
approximately $5 million of the estimated $36,121,000 is allocated for 
easement and fee purchases of Waterfowl Production Areas in Minnesota. 

The FY 1986 Budget was presented to Congress about the same day your letter 
was postmarked. The budget deficit problem requires priority over additional 
land acquisition. No new land acquisition is proposed within the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund authority and the Migratory Bird Conservation Fund 
acquisitions will be limited to those funded by duck stamps and other 
miscellaneous receipts. Waterfowl Production Area acquisitions in Minnesota 
will receive about one-half of the amount of funding available in FY 1985. 
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We appreciate your concerns regarding monies for continued land acquisition at 
Minnesota Valley NWR. Also, we will take this opportunity to thank you for 
your fine presentation of the Minnesota Valley NWR at the Department 
of the Interior. 

Sincerely, 

ActingAssoclate Director 
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Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington . MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville. Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis . Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis . Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake. Minnesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur. Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji. Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington. D . C. 

Robert L. Herbst 
V ienna. Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina . Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington. Mmnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St Paul. Minnesota 

Mr. Ray Arnett 
Asst. Secretary, USFWS 
Department of Interior 
Main Interior Building 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Arnett: 

January 30, 1985 

It is my understanding that $144 million of 
LAWCON and Duck stamp-generated funds have been 
allotted for wildlife refuges during fiscal year '85. 
It is also my understanding that none of this money has 
been allocated to any federal refuges in Minnesota for 
FY'85. 

It is our request that some of these monies be re-
programmed for urgently needed land acquisition at 
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. In the 
past six years only approximately $1 million has been 
appropriated for acquisition here by the U.S. Congress. 

Additionally, we would appreciate your office 
giving allocation of these monies to this refuge the 
highest possible priority for FY '86. 

I would appreciate learning of your views on 
this matter. 

cc: Judy Erickson 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Bosanko 
President 

Off ice of Senator Dave Durenberger 

Elaine Mellott 
Legislative Coordinator 
Friends of the MN. Valley 

Working tu cons rve and manage wise!~ th e cultural a d natural re~nur,·c, uf th, r-.· :11nc- r ta \ ',!i\, 
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Friends df the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville , Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake , Minnesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur, Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji, Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington , D . C . 

Robert L. Herbst 
Vienna , Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina. Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington , Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

Mary Ziegenhagen 
Burnsville, Minnesota 

April 4, 1985 

Judy Erickson 
Off ice of Senator Dave Durenberger 
432 Hart Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Judy: 

Thanks so much for . taking the time to meet 
with Elaine, Shirley and me on February 25th as 
we "made the rounds" seeking Congressional 
support for funding the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge for FY 86. 

Your input and advice was very helpful. 
Please keep in touch with Elaine Mellott or me 
if there are any new developments of which we 
should be made aware. 

Best regards, 

Mike Bosanko, President 

cc: Elaine Mellott 
Legislative Chairperson 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 



Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington , MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville , Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Forreet A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake , Minnesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur , Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji , Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington , D . C . 

Robert L. Herbet 
Vienna , Virgin ia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina, Minnesota 

Jamee E. Kelley 
Bloomington , Minnesota 

Charle• M. Mooe 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

March 15. 1985 

Senator Dave Durenburqer 
375 Russell 
Senate Office Buildinq 
Washinqton. D.C. 20510 

Dear Dave: 

Just a note to thank you for your action on behalf of 
the Minnesota Valley Refuqe and for desiqnatinq a 
special day in honor of the Refuqe. It was excitinq 
to hear you testify and to join you in the Senate 
Dininq Room. I sincerely hope your hard work and 
thouqhtfulness will bear fruit. 

our thouqhts are with you as you undertake your work 
in the areas of security. budqet and other national 
affairs in these difficult times. Do take time for a 
walk amonq the cherry blossoms and take care of 
yourself. We like havinq you in Washinqton. 

Sincerely. 

La~ 
Elaine M. Mellott 

cc: Mike Bosanko 

eo/117le 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 



Friends of the 

Minnesota 
Valley 

Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 
55420 . 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville, Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis, . Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur, Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis , Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji , Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington , D. C . 

Robert L. Herbst 
Vienna , Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina, Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington, Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis , Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul , Minnesota 

Mary Ziegenhagen 
Bl!rnsville, Minnesota 

Senator Dave Durenberger 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Dave: 

,. 

February 5, 1985 ! 

The Friends of the Minnesota Valley is deeply appreciative of your decision to make 
subs~antial funding for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge your No. 1 appropriations priority for federal land acquisition and development in Minnesota for FY '86. 

We will continue to keep in close touch with you and your staff as the budget process goes on this winter and spring. 

Thanks again. 

cc: Judy Erickson 
Bonnie McCarvel 

Best Regards, 

Mike Bosanko 
President 

Elaine Mellott, Legislative Coordinator 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 
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January 15, 1985 

Friends of the Minnesota valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

Thank you for your letter of December 10 on the Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. I, too, was disappointed that 
we were unsuccessful in getting appropriations in the 1985 bill. 
But this year I intend to make the Valley my highest priority in 
the Interior Appropriations process. 

I hope to testify before the Appropriations Subcommittee. I 
also hope that you or another representative of Friends of the 
Valley can come out to Washington to testify at that hearing. I 
also think it would be effective, if we could get staff from the 
committee to travel to Minnesota to see the refuge. Finally, I'd 
like to talk Senator McClure into stopping off for a tour on his 
way to Idaho sometime. 

Judy Erickson of my staff is 
plans a reality and I know that ~--~ 
her. Thanks again for your le er 
my best despite the tight bud et f 
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DAVE OURENBERGER 
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Mike Bosanko 
President 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

January 15, 1985 

Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Mike: 

Thank you for your letter of December 10 on the Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. I, too, was disappointed that 
we were unsuccessful in getting appropriations in the 1985 bill. 
But this year I intend to make the Valley my highest priority in 
the Interior Appropriations process. 

I hope to testify before the Appropriations Subcommittee. I 
also hope that you or another representative of Friends of the 
Valley can come out to Washington to testify at that hearing. I 
also think it would be effective, if we could get staff from the 
committee to travel to Minnesota to see the refuge. Finally, I'd 
like to talk Senator McClure into stopping off for a tour on his 
way to Idaho sometime. 

Judy Erickson of my staff is working on making all of these 
plans a reality and I now that ou will stay in close touch with 
her. Thanks again for your tter d be assured that I will do 
my best despite the tight b dget 86. 

DD: j pm 
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~ Cni£e~ ..${a{ez ..$ena£e 
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20510 

January 2, 1985 

McClure Honorable James 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on 
SD-114 

Interior Appropriations · 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

1f'~~ 
~;<~1~ ( 

Q\IJF. ~ n 
Dear Jim: 

The Interior Appropriation's bill has always been special interest to me. It is ·the vehicle for funding several important Minnesota projects: BWCA, Voyaguers National Park and Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

) pl-(" 
of 

Despite our budget problems, funding for these programs is particularly critical in FY86. I would like the opportunity to testify before your Subcommitee and outline the projects and their relationship to the people of Minnesota. 

I would also request that a representative of Friends of Minnesota Valley be asked to testify in support of Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. The contact person is Elaine Mellott at 9400 Cedar Avenue #101, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420. 

Finally, Kevin Proescholt of the Minnesota Audobon Society has done extensive work on the BWCA program culminating with the publication of After the Shouting Stops. I ask that Kevin be also given the opportunity to share his findings with the Subcommittee. His address is: 2929 4th J..l~venue South, Suit.:: o, I''1in neapolis, Minnesota 55408. 

I appreciate your a 
have any questions pleas 
my staff at 44718. 

DD:jle 

this matter. If you 
r Judy Erickson of 
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Elaine Mellott 
Friends of Minnesota Valley 
9400 Cedar Avenue #101 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

January 3, 1985 

Happy New Year! I enjoyed meeting you in December. Thank you very much for taking the time to show rne 
Minnesota Valley. It is truely a unique place. 

Enclosed is the letter the Senator sent to Senator McClure regarding Interior Appropriations. In it you 
will note he asked that a representative from Minnesota Valley be asked to testify. I don't have a hearing date yet. Also, the new staff director for the Interior 
Appropriations Subcommittee is Jeff Celik, SD-114, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. He is the person you should 
contact to get to come out to tour the valley. If 
that can't be arranged, then perhaps when Friends of 
Minnesota Valley folks are out here on other business, 
a meeting can be set up with Interior staff to show 
them the film that I saw. 

I will be in touch. 

Sincerely, 



. 

--senator Dave Durenberger 
U.S. Senator for Minnesota 

Statrnent by Senator Dave Durenberger 
before the 

Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations 
February 26, 1985 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I am going to be brief this morning as I see you ha~e a 
full schedule and ask that my full statement be placed in the 
record. 

Minnesota is often associated with eastern states. While 
it is closer to the Atlantic than Pacific, we are really a 
western state. We are west of the Mississippi. Originally 
part of the Louisiana Purchase we were known as the Northwest 
Territory and eventually became the 32nd state to join the 
union in 1858. 

Historically and culturally we are tied with the west. 
We had our share of Indian wars. The corning of the railroad 
did as much for Minnesota as it did for other frontier states 
in terms of expanding markets and spuring economic development. 

The things which brought pioneers west brought them to 
Minnesota. Fur traders, trappers, timber men, and prairie 
farmers, those men and women who made America great, found a 
place in Minnesota. 

Mr. Chairman, we really aren't all that different from 
Idaho. We don't have spectacular mountain ranges or deep, · 
coursing rivers, but we do have many outstanding natural 
resources of comparable beauty and grace; sparkling glacial 
lakes, quiet flowing rivers surrounded by fertile farm land 
and superb waterfowl and wildlife habitat, still forests and 
wide open plains. One can sing "Horne on the Range" in 
Minnesota and not be out of place. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, we do have a strong federal presence 
in Minnesota in terms of natural resource management, particularly 
in northern Minnesota. The Chippewa and Superior National Forests 
are the largest in the Forest Service's eastern region. The 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness is one of the most popular 
yet complex wilderness areas in the country. Voyageurs National 
Park is a young park whose potential is yet to be realized. 

The federal government is also involved in the management 
and protection of our three major water ways; the Mississippi 
River, the St. Croix River and the Minnesota River. In 
addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service manages over 440,000 acres 
of wildlife refuges around the state and an especially important 
one in the metropolitan area; the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

To a large extent the funding. for this federal presence 
comes under your jurisdiction in the Interior Appropriations 
bill. And that is why I am here this morning, to bring to your 
attention several projects which areparticularly important to 
the people of Minnesota: Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge , Voyageurs National Park and the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness. 



Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge (P.L. 94-466 as amended 
by P.L. 98-327) 

First authorized in 1976, Congress last year passed amendments 
which included a permanent authorization of $24.9 million for 
land acquisition and $9.8 million for the visitor's center, 
increased the size of the refuge from 9,500 acres to 12,400 acres, 
a nd included a provision which will allow local governments to 
donate lands which are inside the boundaries of the refuge. 

Minnesota Valley is a unique and valuable component of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. Situated in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
metropolitan area, the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
offers extraordinary educational and recreational opportunities 
not usually available to city dwellers while providing a sanctuary 
for a large number of migratory waterfowl, fish and other wildlife. 

Forming a wildlife buffer between four metropolitan counties 
and eight suburban communities, the M~nnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge embodies a new and important concept in federal, 
state and local government relations, cooperative management of 
our natural resources. In addition to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, there 
are over 17 different units of government involved in the project. 

Following the original authorization in 1976, $6.5 million 
was appropriated for land acquisition. Since that time, however, 
funding has been scarce and sporadic. The $1.6 million which 
had been appropriated for land acquisition in FY81 was 
rescinded. Further, no funds were appropriated in FY82, 83 or 
85. The $1 million which was appropriated for FY84 was held 
pending Congressional passage of H.R. 1723 which reauthorized 
the Refuge. That money is currently being expended. 

With the authorization behind us, we are very eager to 
move forward and complete the Comprehensive Refuge and 
Recreation and Management Plan which was approved in 1984 . . 
To do this, I am asking the Committee's favorable consideration 
of my request to include in the Interior Appropriation's bill 
$7.5 million for land acquisition. 

P.L. 94-466 and P.L. 98-327 also authorizes the construction 
of a visitor's center. It's location in Bloomington will attract 
between 500,000 and 750,000 visitors a year, providing a major 
boost to the tourism industry in the metro area as well as 
encouraging economic development in adjacent communities. The 
site of the proposed visitor's center has been the scene of 
considerable highway improvement work over the past year. That 
work will soon be completed and the site will have all of the 
utilities, access road, major landscaping and Interstate Highway 
Directional signing ready for the visitor center construction. 

Everything is ready, Mr. Chairman, for construction to begin. 
I am requesting that $600,000 for final planning and site 
preparation be included in the FY86 Interiqr Appropriations, 
and for $6 million in FY87 for construction of this facility. 

These requests are supported by tbe Minnesota Congressional 
delegation, Friends of Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge, 
and the communities of the greater Minneapolis-St. Paul 
metropolitan area. 

Voyageurs National Park (P.L. 91-966 as amended by· P.L. 97-405) 

Voyageurs National Park is Minnesota's only national park. 
It is the only water based· park in the United States, with 80,000 
acres of its 200,000 acres being water. Lying on the Minnesota-
Ontario border, it is an area of spectacular beauty with 
unique historical significance. 
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You have been very helpful over the years, Mr. Chairman, in 
obtaining funds for land acquisition and that aspect of the 
ma nagement plan is almost completed. Out of the $38.314 
million authorized under P.L. 91-966, only $3.520 remains to 
be appropriated. 

While 1t is important to continue the land acquisition 
program until completed, there are two other program areas 
which are critical to the future of Voyageurs National Park 
which I would like to bring to ·your attention this morning. 

The first is the condition of the Kettle Falls Hotel, 
which is operated under a concession agreement with the Park 
Service. This hotel is an important resource to Voyageurs 
National Park and to northern Minnesota. The building is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. For many 
years it was a gathering place for loggers and more recently f o r 
ang l e rs and tourists. 

As you will recall, during consideration of the FY84 
I nterior Appropriations bill, Senator Boschwitz and I 
par ticipated in a colloquy with you regarding the Hotel in 
which you agreed with us that the Park Service should make 
available funds to complete· the repairs on this historic 
facility. I am including a copy of this colloquy for the 
record. 

Although the planning has been completed, resprtation has 
not begun. We are ready to do that this year. The Park Service 
has determined that a total of $3.1 million dollars is needed 
to do this and has made it a priority for FY86 and FY87 to provide 
$1.1 million in FY86 and $.7 million in FY87 out of the visitor's 
facility fund. This money has already been made available. But 
an additional $1.3 million is necessary to complete the project 
as a whole. Without the $1.3 million the project collapse~. 
Therefore, your support and assistance in obtaining a line item 
of $1 .3 million for the hotel would be g~eatly appreciate d. 

Second, P.L. 97-405, in addition to increasing acquisition 
authority and making a number of boundary adjustments, authoriz e d 
federal assistance to encourage use of Voyageurs National Park 
and surrounding region. Voyageurs has been designated by the 
National Park Service as a pilot project for a new tourism 
and recreation program. A copy of the Park Service's Final 
Report, "Tourism Opportunity Analysis for Voyageurs National 
Park," is included with my testimony. As a result of this 
report, $250,000 was authorized under P.L. 97-405 to develop 
and implement a tourism plan to promote Voyageurs National Park. 

Unlike other: national park areas it was the clear 
intent of Congress for the resorts and businesses adjacent 
to the park to provide goods and services for park visitors. 
These businesses have suffered greatly in recent years as a 
result ot severely depressed economic conditions in northern 
Minnesota. 

If the current trend continues, we are likely to find 
ourselves in the unfortunate situation of having to establish 
e xpensive park concessions to replace private sector facilities. 
The recent plant closing by Boise Cascade resulting in lay offs 
of up to 600 persons make development and promotion of the park, 
which is currently under-utilized, more critical in terms of 
b r inging about economic growth and stablity to the region. A 
one time appropriation of $250,000 will go a long way toward 
achieving this goal. 

The s e requests are supported by the Minnesota Congressional 
delegation and the State of Minnesota through the Citizen's 
Council on Voyaguers National Park. 
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Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (P.L. 95-313) 

When Congress passed P.L. 95-495, the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area Wilderness Act of 1978, it recognized the federal 
obligation to provide oompensation to the State of Minnesota 
f or the taking of property rights on 69,480 acres of state land 
which are now included in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. 
The express purpose of this compensation was to "expedite the 
intensification of resource management ..• on ••• lands in 
Minnesota, outside the wilderne.ss, to offset, to the extent 
fea sible, the reduction in the programmed allowable timber 
harvest resulting from reclassification of the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area." (P.L.95-495, Sec. 6(c) (1)). The provisions of 
P.L. 95-495 represent a commitment by the federal government 
to finance $33 million of the estimated $56 million in forestry 
related costs of the wilderness withdrawls on non-federal lands 
in Minnesota. 

I am extremely pleased that the Administration has recognized 
the importance of their commitment to the State of Minnesota under 
this act and has included $3 million for the State Grant Program 
for FY86. 

The funds appropriated to date have been used effectively 
by the State of Minnesota. The response of the people and the 
economy has been excellent. The federal investment has spurred 
a substantial commitment to intensified .forest management at 
the state and local level. We are now in the sixth year of the 
eleven year commitment to modify the impact of the· federal 
wilderness action on the people and economy of the region. 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has estimated 
the potential benefit of the $33 million dollar BWCAW expenditure 
to be $135 million. That is a benefit to cost ratio of 4.1 to 
1, which indicates that the program is an efficient means of. 
providing resource outputs. While the program does not generate 
direct receipts to the Federal treasury, the DNR estimates that 
$44 million dollars in tax revenues will be received "by the 
federal government as a direct result o·f the economic activity 
stimulated by the forestry intensification program. 

Simply put, Mr. Chairman, the program has been a success! 
The State of Minnesota has an efficient forestry intensification 
program, is carrying out its obl-igations under P.L. 95-495 
and is planning to do so in 1986! Included for the Committee's 
consideration is a copy of the DNR's 1984 accomplishment report 
and Revised Work Plan. 

Mr. Chairman, I am deeply grateful for the support you 
and the committee have given to this important program to date, 
and look forward to your continued support this year. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, the Cooperative Forestry Assistance 
Program (P.L. 95-313) is important to the State of Minnesota and 
the Minnesota timber community. The President's FY86 budget 
proposal reduces this program by $28.9 million dollars from 
FY85 levels. A decline of this magnitude may cause the 
elimination of private landowner assistance activities in 
many states, and certainly have adverse consequences for some 
120,000 private forestland owners in Minnesota. 

I appreciate this opportunity to discuss with you these 
important projects. Thank you. 
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April 4, 1985 

Edward M. Brigham III 
Regional Vice-President 
National Audubon Society 
North Midwest Regional Off ice 
330 City Place 
730 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

Dear Mr. Brigham: 

Kay Schwie forwarded to me copies of your 
letters to Rep. Sabo and Senator Boschwitz in 
support of funding for the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge for FY 86. 

On behalf of our Board of Directors and 
members, I want to thank you for taking the time 
to lend us a hand. ·Your arguments for funding 
were cogent, articulate, and right on the mark! 

Thanks again. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Michael A. Bosanko 
President 

cc: Elaine Mellott 
Legislative Chairperson 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 
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National Audubon Society 
NOR TH MIDWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 
330 CITY PLACE• 730 HENNEPIN AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55403 (612) 375-9140 

March 19, 1985 

Honorable Rudy Boschwitz 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Boschwitz: 

The Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is one of the 
newer federal refuges, having been established in 1976. It is 
a place where the urban and the wild environments merge - it is 
an ecotone. As with most ecotones where two communities meet, 
there are great diversity, excitement and challenges here. 

Scores of jet airplanes roar in and out 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport 
species of birds (including whistling swans, 
bald eagles) may be found at the · refuge. 

of nearby 
and some 250 

white pelicans and 

Northern States Power Company's Black Dog power plant is in the 
midst of the refuge and the company leases 1,400 acres to the 
Fish and Wildlife Service as a limited use sanctuary. 

Environmental awareness and education as well as habitat 
enhancement and wildlife conservation occur at this refuge. 
People in the area have positive feelings and great pride in 
this new refuge. Indeed, it has been adopted by our Minnesota 
River Valley Audubon chapter under National Audubon's 
Adopt-A-Refuge program. 

As in the past, we support ·funding to complete the acquisition 
program. This is extremely important for at least two 
reasons: to permit comprehensive management of the total 
refuge area and to make possible visitor access and use. In 
addition, as you realize very well, the price of land in the 
area is rising and to delay a cquisition will only increase the 
cost to the government and the American taxpayer. 

Iowa • Minnesota • Norrh Dakota • South Dakota• Wisconsin 

AMERICANS COMMITTED TO CONSERVATION 
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We also support funding for a top notch visitor center. 
Because this retuge is so close to a major population center, 
there is more need than at many refuges for a visitor center in 
order to carry out interpretive programs so essential to 
understanding and appreciation, without which wise human use is 
impossible . . 

The National Audubon Society has 15 local chapters in Minnesota 
and some 8,000 members in the state. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Edward M. righam III 
Regional Vice President 

EMB:cj 

cc: Kay Schwie 



Natio11al Audubo11 Society 
!'\ORTH MIDWEST RUilU~AL OrFICE 
330 CITY PLACE • 730. HE1'1'EPIN AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 'i5401 !612) 375-9140 

March 19, 198 5 

Honorabl e Martin Sabo 
House of Heprr.!S<'n L.1 ti v c~s 

Washingto n , D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Sabo: 
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Audubon members in this region generally, and in the Twin 
Cities area particularly , appreciate your strong support of th ~ 

Minnesota Vall e y NntionRJ Wildlife Ref uge. 

As in the past, \v<-: suprJort funcli ng to complete the acquisition 
program. Thi s i s i:' :-:t rcnic:: ly important for at lea st two 
reasons: to pc ~r.111 i t comprehensive management of the totaJ 
r ef uge ar e<:) and t.o make possible visi tor access and use . Ir. 
addition, as you r ea lize v e ry well , the price of land in th e 
area is rising and to delay acquisiti on will only in crea s e the 
cost to the gov e rn111en t a nd the Ameri can taxpayer. 

We also support [uncling for a top notch visitor center . 
Because this refuge is so close to a major populat ion c e nt er. , 
there is mor e n c: ccl than at many refuges for a visito r c e nte r Jn 

order to carry out interpretive programs so essent ia l to 
understanding and appreciation , without which wise human us e is 
impossible. 

The National Audubon Soc i e ty has 15 local chapters in Minnesota 
and some 8,000 members in the state. 

Thank you for you r co r:s .i.deration. 

Sincerely, 

£/B~ 
Edward M. Brigham Il J 
Regional Vi ce Prr·sirl , :nt· 

EMB/cj 

cc: Kay schwie ·t/ 
I,'""' • \·111 11H·~ur:1 • (\;,1r1'1 I l:ib>ra • Snurh Oakora • \Vi~c , m s i11 

A\iEIU CANS CO\it-.i!TTED TO CONSERVATION 
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Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington , MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville . Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake. Minnesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur. Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji. Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington . D . C . 

Robert L. Herbst 
V ienna . Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina. Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington . Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

Mary Ziegenhagen 
Burnsville , Minnesota 

10 April, 1985 

Senator James McClure 
Chairman, Interior Sub Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator McClure, 

As the former Commissioner of Natural Resources for 
Minnesota and recently the Assistant Secretary of Interior 
for Fish, Wildlife and Parks; I have a great interest and 
concern for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
and Recreation area. 

This refuge, originally authorized in 1976, is an out-
standing treasure in the Minneapolis - St. Paul metropolitan 
area providing a home and breeding ground for a variety of 
wildlife which lends itself to excellent educational, recre-
ational, and scientific use. 

The Administrative Budget for 1986 contains on funding 
for the refuge. I urge that your committee foavorably act 
on Visitor Center planning and land acquisition funding for 
1986 and Visitor Center construction in 1987. 

Thanks again, I've always enjoyed my work with you. It 
was great to see and have a few words with you at the National 
Wildlife Federation Banquet recently. 

Sincerely, 

~·~>~· 
Herbst "\ Robert L. 

cc: Senator Boschwitz 
Senator Durenburger 
Congressman Sabo 
Congressman Vento 
Congressman Frenzel 
Congr~ssman Oberstar 
Mike Bosanko, President, Friends of Minnesota Vailey 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 
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Mr. Robert L. Herbst 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 55420 

Dear Mr. Herbst: 

REeEIV 6:0 MAY 1 7 d85 

tinittd £'tatts ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 16, 1985 

Thanks for your kind note urging appropriations for land 
acquisition and for a visitor fac i lity at the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge, Minnesota. I want you to know that if 
enthusiastic supporters were the only criterion by which to rank our 
refuges, Minnesota Valley would be at the top of the list. You and 
so many others have touted its values that it nrust truly be an 
outstanding treasure in the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area. 

I will look into this project in 1986. 'Ihanks again for your 
letter and please don't hesitate to let me know if I can help you in 
any way. 
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Mary Ziegenhagen 
158 BIRNAMWOOD DRIVE • BURNSVILLE, MINNESOTA 55337 

Hon. James Oberstar 
House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Congressman Oberstar: 

February 12, 1985 

It is becoming critical that money be appropriate to 
fulfill the promise made when the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge was established in 1976. 

The land acquisition program is lagging well behind its 
original schedule which would have completed it two years 
ago, and $7.5 million is needed this year in order to get the 
project back on schedule. An additional $6 million for a 
visitor's center would do a lot to enhance local private 
and other public support for this magnificent urban-area 
wildlife are. 

Please do whatever is necessary to def end the appropriations 
request for this refuge. I would appreciate hearing from you 
on the matter. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

•' . "' 
..t.._. 

........ ~ - ' 
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Secretary 
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Regional Representatives: 

Washington, D.C. 
Marcus C. Nelson 
4216 Downing Street 
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Richard J. Hensel 
Box 1765W, SRA 
Anchorage, AK 99502 
(907) 344.1752 
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John B. Van den Akker 
18345 S.E. Young's Lane 
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(503) 658-2777 

Southwest 
Lawrence S. Smith 
1525 Cedar Ridge N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
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North Central 
Lester H. Dundas 
4657 Deerwood Drive 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
(612) 935·7138 

Southeast 
Hans Neuhauser 
711 Sandtown Road 
Savannah, GA 31405 
(912) 897-6462 

Northeast 
Richard E. Griffith 
Washington Drive 
Washington, NH 03280 
(603) 495·317 4 

Denver 
Frank R. Martin 
Route 1, Box 1594 
Lewistown, MT 59457 
(406) 538·3218 

Representative At Large 
Charles A. Hughlett 
61500 Lobo Road 
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(303) 249-8717 

Ded icated to the 
preservation and 
perpetuation of the 
National Wildlife 
Refuge System. 

16096 Creekwood Road 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372 
(612) 447-5586 

April 4, 1985 

Mr. Mike Bosanko, Pres i dent 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
8407 Penn Ave. South 
Bloomington, MN 55431 

Dear Mike: 

I am enclosing copies of letters which I have written, in behalf 
of the National Wildlife Refuge Association, to Senators McClure, 
Durenberger and Boschwitz and to Congressman Oberstar. I have 
felt that the use of our letterhead might add some additional 
clout to the letters eminatin9 from the Friends of the Minnesota 
Valley. 

I am returning the Friends' stationery as I contemplate no parti-
cular use for it. 

Incidentally, I have heard informally that Senator McClure recently 
expressed concern that the President's budget did not include 
funds for land acquisition and that he intended to 11 do somethin~ 
about i t 11

• I hope that his concern a 1 so extends to the Minnesota 
Va 11 ey Refuge! 

I trust that these letters will do some good but I am not overly 
optimistic . The budget crunch is pretty severe. 

Sincerely, 

~penter 
President 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 

Enclosures. 



-. . . 
· National 

Wildlife Refuge 
Association 

President 
Forrest A. Carpenter 
16096 Creek wood Road 
Prior Lake, MN 55372 
(612) 447·5586 

Vice-President 
Donald V. Gray 

Treasurer 
Dorothy L. Gray 
P.O. Box 124 
Winona, MN 55987 
(507) 454·5940 

Secretary 
Lester H. Dundas 
4657 Deerwood Drive 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
(612) 935. 7138 

Regional Representatives: 

Washington, D.C 
Marcus C. Nelson 
421 6 Down ing Street 
Annandale. VA 22003 
(703) 256-3566 

Alaska 
Richard J. Hensel 
Box 1765W, SRA 
Anchorage, AK 99502 
(907) 344-1752 

Pacific 
John B. Van den Akker 
18345 S.E. Young's Lane 
Boring, OR 97009 
(503) 658-2777 

Southwest 
Lawrence S. Sm ith 
1525 Cedar Ridge N.E. 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 
(505) 293-0454 

North Centra l 
Lester H. Dundas 
4657 Deerwood Drive 
Hopkins, MN 55343 
(6 12) 935-7138 

Southeast 
Hans Neuhauser 
711 Sandtown Road 
Savannah, GA 31405 
(912) 897-6462 

Northeast 
Richard E. Griffith 
Wash ington Drive 
Washing ton, NH 03280 
(603) 495.317 4 

Denver 
Frank R. Martin 
Route 1, Box 1594 
Lewistown, MT 59457 
(406) 538-32 18 

Representa tJVe At Large 
Charles A. Hughlett 
61500 Lobo Road 
Montrose, CO 81401 
(303) 249-8717 

Dedicated to the 
preservation and 
perpetuation of the 
National Wi ldlife 
Refuge System. 

16096 Creekwood Road 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372 
(612) 44 7 -5586 

Apri 1 4, 1985 

Honorable Dave Durenber9er 
United States Senate 
Washin~ton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Durenberge~: 

I believe you are familiar with our organization, which was organ-
ized in 1975 for the express purpose of promotinq this Nation's 
great National Wildlife Refuge System. 

We greatly appreciate the concern which you have shown in matters 
affecting the environment and the refuge program and the support 
which you have given and are continuing to qive to the establish-
ment and development of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge. We particularly appreciate your recent testimony before 
the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on behalf of the need for 
continued fundin~ of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

We appreciate, as do you, the need for budgetary restraints if we 
are to be successful in reducing the tremendous Federal deficit, 
but it seems most inappropriate at this time to shut-off completely 
the on-qoing refuge land acquisition program and to stop the 
development of the refuge visitor/interpretative center--the 
eventual focal point for educating the public to the wildlife and 
recreational values of the Minnesota Valley. 

It should be remembered that land acquisition funding derives from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which is dedicated to land 
purchases for National Parks and National Wildlife Re f uges and" 
which, under current law, cannot be used for other pu rposes. 

It is important that land acquisition for the Minnesota Valley 
Refuge be continued in FY 1986 and we recommend that $7.5 million 
of LWCF funds be allocated for that purpose. It is also important 
that $600,000 be available in FY 1986 for visitor/interpretative 
center planning so that construction of this facility can go for-
ward in FY 1987. 

Again, we apprecia t e your active involvement in this appropriation 
process and trust that you, with the support of your colleagues 
in the Congress, will be successful in getting this badly-needed 
funding. 

Sincerely, 

~.~gµ 
President · 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 
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April 4, 1985 

Honorable Rudy Boschwitz 
Un i ted States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Boschwitz: 

I believe you are familiar with our organization, which was organ-
ized in 1975 for the express purpose of promoting this Nation's 
great National Wildlife Refuge System. 

We greatly appreciate the concern which you have shown in matters 
affecting the environment and the refuge program and the support 
which you have given and are continuing to give to the establish-
ment and development of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

We appreciate, as do you, the need for budgetary restraints if we 
are to be successful in reducing the tremendous Federal deficit, 
but it seems most inappropriate at this time to shut-pff completely 
the on-going refuge land acquisition program and to stop the 
development of the refuge visitor/interpretative center--the 
eventual focal point for educating the public to the wildlife and 
recreational values of the Minnesota River Valley. 

It should be remembered that land acquisition funding derives from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which is dedicated to land 
purchases for National Parks and National Wildlife Ref uges and 
which, under current law, cannot be used for other purposes. 

It is important that land acquisition for the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge be continued in FY 1986 and we recommend 
that $7.5 million of LWCF funds be allocated for that purpose. 
It is also important that $600,000 be available in FY 1986 for 
visitor/interpretative center planning so that construction of this 
facility can go forward in FY 1987. 

We solicit your active involvement in this appropriation process 
and trust that you, with the active support of your colleagues in 
the Congress, will be successful in getting this badly-needed fund 
ing. 

Sincerely, 

%~~~!./~ l({fr~t A. Carp ;z;:~ 
President 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 

•• 
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Apr i 1 4, 198 5 

Honorable James Oberstar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Oberstar: 

I believe you are familiar with our organization, which was organ-
ized in 1975 for the express purpose of promoting this Nation's 
great National Wildlife Refuqe System. 

We greatly appreciate the concern which you have shown in matters 
affecting the environment and the refuge program and the support 
which you have given and are continuing to give to the establish-
ment and development of the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

We appreciate, as do you, the need for budgetary restraints if we 
are to be successful in reducing the tremendous Federal deficit, 
but it seems most inappropri ate at this time to shut-off completely 
the on-going refuge l and acquisition program and to stop the 
development of the refuge visitor/interpretative center--the 
eventual focal point of educating the public to the wildlife and 
recreational values of the Minnesota Valley. 

It should be remembered that land acquisition funding derives from 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, which is dedicated to land 
purchases for National Parks and National Wildlife Refuges and 
which, under current law, cannot be used for other purposes. 

It is important that la nd acquisition for the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuqe be continued in FY 1986 and we recommend 
that $7.5 million of LWCF funds be allocated for that purpose. 
It is also important that $600,000 be available in FY 1986 for 
visitor/interpretative cente r planning so that construction of this 
facility can go forward in FY 1987. 

Again , we appreciate you r active involvement in this appropriation 
process and trust that you, 0ith the active support of your col-
leagues in the Congress, will be successful in getting this badly-
needed fund i n~:i. 

Sincerely, 

~qµ 
President 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 
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April 4, 1985 

Honorable James A. McClure 
United States Sena t e 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator McClure: 

I be lieve you are familiar with our organization, wh i ch was estab-
lished in 1975 for the express purpose of promoting this Nation's 
great National Wildlife Refuge System. 

We appreciate the interest and concern which you have shown in 
matters affecting the environment and the Nati onal Wi l dlife Refuge 
program, and trust that this also extends to the support of you 
and your Subcommittee to the establishment and development of the 
Minnesota Valley Na t ional Wildlife Refuge, a project of national 
significance with strong public support in the State of Minnesota. 

We appreciate, as do you, the need for budgetary rest ra ints if we 
are to be successfu l in reducing the tremendous Federal deficit, 
but it seems most inappropriate at this time to shut-off completely 
the on-going refuge land acqui s ition · program and to stop the 
devel opment of the refuge visito~/interpretati ve center --the 
eventual focal point for educating the public to the wildlife and 
recreational va lues of the Minnesota River Valley . 

It is important that land acquisition for the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refu ge be continued in FY 1986 and we recommend 
that $7.5 million of LWCF funds be allocated for this purpose. 
It is also important that $600,000 be available in FY 1986 for 
visitor/interpretative center planning so that construction of this 
facility can go forward in FY 1987. 

We earnestly solicit your support for inclusion of these badly-
needed funds in the Interior Department appropriation bill for 
FY 1986. 

Sincerely, 

Jfa(Y~ 
President · 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 



United States Department of the"lnterior 
-

FISH AND WI C"r1LIFE SERVICE 
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WASHINGTON . D .C. 20240 
ADDRESS ONLY THE OIRECTOR. 
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APR 2 3 19f& 

:: r . L)onJi c L. 1:ir~>~n 
Prl~ icicnt aPrl C ii et Oi.;erclti n0 Officer 
GI oc~d ngtcn Lt1?.f't°'er tif Cor:t'l' rce 
%01 1h1;:o'":t Avenue ~outh , Suite ill (; 
Gloor:ingtcn, ;: inn_sot 0 55 c.. .Jl 

i.iea r Hr. Groe:'l : 

lh..ir.~ ycu to:-- you r 1iarc1. t."/ , 19 f.·5 , letter concernin::- FY 19[.t, f• •rc ir.~ fer con -
struction anc ac.Juisition at ; .innesota Valley : ~ ational i-i ildlire ~,etugt:: (1, ~11n . 

:o project - s~ecific dC4u i sitio~ f~nds were req~ested for FY l~~u. The iL (-ud/· ad11inistration's budge t proposes J three - year rorato riu r" for re1.1 acquisit i ons ~fe 1 ~-;ecduse d lar:.,e 11u;·;t:e r cf cCG uis.it i ons have oeer. funded over t'.12 l-'ast fou r ,~CC'' yea rs ano ne '. t ex1·encitun:s cculci be t.iefP.rred . The fish and i~i l clifi= Service 
1,(t"i[" D-st-tfF \·i::i) has an estfr:att:C ~lC ,1 30 , C l. in carryover fur.ds tt~Jt nill :-e evailc: oh : ;tV i el to acqui r e i11portant ~·abitat t hr ou hout the 1-. ational k" ildlife f:efuge Syster; . 
-~ i• Ii~( 
;,.~/ / ''"". !lo la nd i1Cf1Uisition fonds ·..,ere a;:µropriated for. Minnesota Valley r'l; f( frcr1 · · FY 1981 throu gh FY 1983 . Lpdatirg the preacquisition work , sue~ as negoti -

atior1s , ai:;;:-r a isJ ls, t itle e:vHence , etc., bcga11 during FY 19c4 . Through 
FY 1985, S7 , -S6f. , 0(JU l:as been aprropriated for acc;uis ition at iii nnesota 
Valley i:~!R . Lancowners , d'lo.a r E: tnat ft.:nd i ng is aga in availabl e , have been 
contacti ·0 the FWS for purc~ase Gffers . The wil li~g seller tracts exceed 
the S.190 , 0UO of FY 19fA ce:rryovEr fo r the refuge . 

Rccardins li€Vt-lcr 1·•ent of t he refL: qE visitor center, the 19Bi:' l:astu ? lan 
for tile :ii1wt:s0t2 Va ll ey ii~ ,· proposes siting a visitor center enc 1ucc.tion 
just off a Pdjcr interchance of tt:e Interstate r\ighwi\y Systeri, close to 
the Twin L i ti~s netropolit~n drea . This site is on existing rE:f~ce lands 
overlooking the river valley . To ctate, the first rhase design cf the 
center , funded by the n;~ , has heE:n conpletec: by a priva te architectural 
firn . While t here arc no conpleted facilities on the site at tie r resent 
time , i nterstate highway access and the signs for t he center have been 
coripleted. In addition, tbe site ha s been prepa red for construction . 
Roads and utility lines t1ave been brou ght to the edge of the F\.iS property 
in ant i cipation of the center's constrLlction . 

Senator Durenb rgcr 's ~roµosa l to add SGOO,UOO for the planning and ocsign 
of the center 1oul 1 enable the FhS to contract fo r the fina l desi gn ar.d 
speci fi cations hi tt1 a private architectural fi m . llo~;ever, tni s projc:ct 
did not ran : nic;h enou 9h i n F'1JS prior i ty to be included ~ n the FY 1906 

Refuge Manager , Minnesota Valley NWR 
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budget reLJuest 1.ihi ch e111µh as i zed µub l i c heal th and safety and dam safety 
pro jects . ~lhen i'lcqui s iti on is coniµ le t e(1 , the center's project will ran k 
mu cl1 r1 i 911e r. In the meantime , µr oject pla nni ng and de s i gn ca n be defe rred 
1·1 i thout s i gni fi cant a ve rs e ii'1pacts on the 1-1il dl i f e progran . 

:e at-1µ r eciate tile OtJr-u rtunity to resfrn nJ to your conce rns about fundin-:J f o r 
tt1e t·l i nn esot a a 11 ey : ~ \-IR . 

Sincerely , 

(s • ) Ronald E. Lamber ts :au.. , 

Associate J i rector 

Re~ i ona l Ui r ec t or, Ke ·ion 3 
Re fuge t-lana ge r, : Ii nnesoti'l Va 11 ey : \IK 
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ADDliESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR. 
FISH .AND Wl~DLIFE SERVICE 

Mr. Donald L. Groen 

APR 2 3 1985 

President and Chief Operating Officer 
Bloanington Chamber of Commerce 
9801 Dupont Avenue South, Suite 440 
Bloanington, Minnesota 55431 

Dear Mr. Groen: 

Thank you for your March 27, 1985, letter concerning FY 1986 funding for con-

struction and acquisition at Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). 

No project-specific acquisition funds were requested for FY 1986. The 
administration's budget proposes a three-year moratorium for new acquisitions 
because a large number of acquisitions have been funded over the past four 
years and new expenditures could be deferred. The Fish and Wildlife Service 

(FWS) has an estimated $10,130,000 in carryover funds that will be available 

to acquire important habitat throughout the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

No land acquisition funds were appropriated for Minnesota Valley NWR from 
FY 1981 through FY 1983. Updating the preacquisition work, such as negoti-
ations, appraisals, title evidence, etc., began during FY 1984. Through 
FY 1985, $7,666,000 has been appropriated for acquisition at Minnesota 
Valley NWR. Landowners, aware that funding is again available, have been 
contacting the FWS. for purchase offers. The willing seller tracts exceed 
the $490,000 of FY 1984 carryover for the refuge. 

Regarding development of the refuge visitor center, the 1982 Master Plan 
for the Minnesota Valley NWR proposes siting a visitor center at a location 
just off a major interchange of the Interstate Highway System, close to 
the Twin Cities metropolitan area. This site is on existing refuge lands 
overlooking the river valley. To date, the first phase design of the 
center, funded by the FWS, has been completed by a private architectural 
finn. While there are no completed facilities on the site at the present 

time, interstate highway access and the signs for the center have been 
completed. In addition, the site has been prepared for construction. 
Roads and utility lines have been brought to the edge of the FWS property 
in anticipation of the center's construction. 

Senator Durenberger's proposal to add $600,000 for the planning and design 

of the center would enable the FWS to contract for the final design and 
specifications with a private architectural finn. However, this project 
did not rank high enough in FWS priority to be included in the FY 1986 
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budget request which emphasized public health and safety and dam safety 
projects. When acquisition is completed, the center's project will rank 
much higher. In the meantime, project planning and design can be deferred 
without significant adverse impacts on the wildlife program. 

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your concerns about funding for 
the Minnesota Valley NWR. 

Sincerely, 

&scx:Iate Di rector 
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Valley;;~:~ . • Lanco~mers , aware tliat ft.:ndir.s is acain avai1c1ble, have Deen 
cor.tacti r.r: the h 'S for purchase offe rs . The ~;; 11 ire: se 11 r.r tracts exCPe<j 
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::c~-arcins t1 cvE:lcr1~ent of the refoc,E visitor center, ti•e UbL ::as ti::r :~1.:n 
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coripleted . In adriition, t he site has been prepared for construction . 
reads and utility 1 i nes have been brought to the ed:;e of the FwS property 
ir antici pat ion of the center ' s construction . 

Senator Durenberge r ' s proposal to add SGOU , 000 fer the planning and ccsign 
of the center wou lct enable the FhS to contract for the final design and 
specificctio ns \-littl a privat.1.: urchitecturc::l fim. l1m-1e ver, this project 
(1id not ra r.I: hi'}ll enm;9h in F ~:s priority to be incluced 'in tne FY 19 '.j6 

Re f uge Manager , Minnesota Val l ey Ni~R 



bud0et reyuest 1-1hich e111µhas ized µublic health and safety and da m safety 
~rojec ts. When ac4u isition is comµ leted, the ce nter's project will r ank 
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($-£"°-· .) R.onl'lld E. L.ru11berts o1'l 

Associate J i rector 

.-<e:.J i ona l !J i r ec t or , Ke~ i on 3 

.~efuge Hana::,e r, fl i nnesota Va 11 ey fJi!K 
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The Honorable Dave Durenberger 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Dave: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 24, 1985 

Enclosed are copies of the capability statements which have been 
provided to the subcommittee in response to the testimony you 
presented at our Congressional witness hearing. 

If you require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Enclosure 

(Jre:y, 

~McClure 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on the Department of 

the Interior and Related Agencies 



Agency/Bureau : 
Fiscal Year: 

Appropriation: 
Activity: 

DEPARTME~T Of THE I~TERIOR 

U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service 
1986 
Land Acquisition and State Assistance 
Federal Refuge Lands 

Proposed Amendment: +$7,500,000 for the acquisition at Minnesota 
Valley NWR, Minnesota, using Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Appropriations 

Current Program: The Service utilizes Land and Water Conservation Fund Act 
appropriations to acquire habitat for the protection of specifically authorized 
areas, for recovery of endangered species, and for recreation use and wild-
life habitat protection on additions to existing refuges. The FY 1985 program 
totals $102,330,279 (excluding $6,000,000 transferred to the Bureau of Land 
Management for emergency fire costs, but including carryover of $39,112,297 
and appropriations of $63,218,000). FY 1985 carryover into FY 1986 is esti-
mated at $10,130,000, as sho~-n on page FiJS-190 of the Budget Justification. 

Acouisition Status 

FY 1977 
Minnesota Valley ~~'R 

reprogramming 
FY 
FY 
FY 
FY 
FY 
FY 

1978 
1979 
1980 
1980 
1981 
1984 

slippage 
recision 

Total Appropriated 

Acquired through FY 1984 
Acquired - lease 
Planned through FY 1985 
Planned lease FY 1985 
Remaining- purchase and 

- meandered or 
TOTAL 

CNnership 
65 

1 
4 
l 

donation 71 
unpatented 

142 

*Includes incidental acquisition costs 

Amount Budgeted: 

Acquisition management 
Federal Refuge Lands 

TOTAL 

FY 1985 
$ 1,470,000 
61,748,000 

$63,218,000 

Acres 
3,490 
l ,200 

149 
1,200 
4,795 
1,666 

12,500 

$ 75,000 
7,800,000 

425,000 
1,000,000 

-1,000,000 
-1,634,000 

1,000,000 
$7,666,000 

Cost* 
s 7,176,000 

490,000 

11,000,000 

$18,666,000 

FY 1986 
$1,500,000 

0 
$1,500,000 

Per Acre 
$2,056 

3,289 

2,294 

$1,493 

Feasibility: Public Lal-: 94-466, October 8, 1976, (amended by Public La\.' 98-
327, June 24, 1984), was enacted to preserve the natural resources in that 
segment of the Minnesota River Valley adjacent to the Twin Cities and its 
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subur~s. and to make the resources available to the peopl e 'for wildlife-oriented 
public use. These goals are to be accomplished through coordinated Federal, 
State and local government efforts ~ith separate Federal and State management 
goals stated in the Public La~. Passage of the 1984 amendment increased the 
Federal acquisition role by approximately 3,000 acres to include acceptance 
of donations of public or private land. 

Through FY 1985, $7,666,000 of the $23,300,000 authorized by P.L. 98-327 have 
been appropriated for acquisition. Through FY 1985, approximately 6,039 
acres will have been acquired by purchase and lease. An additional 6,451 
acres remain to be acquired (including 2,000 acres of public land and 1,666 
acres of meandered, unpatented wetlands) to complete the 12,500-acre refuge. 

No project-specific acquisition funds were requested for FY 1986 because 
of the need to restrain Federal expe~ditures and reduce the budget deficit. 
The Service has an estimated $10,130,000 in carry-over funds that will ~e 
availat-le t,., continue to acquire important wildlife habitat throughout the Refuge ~ystem. 

Capability: No land acquisition funds were appropriated for this refuge from 
FY 1981 through FY 1983. Updating the preacquisition work, such as negotia-
tions, appraisals, title evidence, etc., began during FY 1984. Landowners, 
aware that funding is again available, have been contacting the Service for 
purchase offers. The willing seller tracts far exceed the $490,000 of FY 1984 
carryover .. for thi~ .refuge. 

If additional funds were app~opriated in FY 1986, the proposed $7.5 million 
for FY 1986 could acquire approximately 3,200 acres. 

Outlay Effect .: FY 1986 $7 .5 million 

Proposed By: S~nator Rudy Boschwitz and Senator Dave Durenburger 



· ... 

DEPARTMENT Of THE INTERIOR 

Agency/Bureau: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1986 Fiscal Year: 

Appropriation: Construction and Anadromous Fish 
Wildlife Resources Activity: 

Proposed Amendment: +$600,000 for Planning and design of 
Wildlife Interpretive and Education 
Center on Minnesota Valley National 
\.:ildlife Refuge 

Current Program: The 1982 Master Plan for the Minnesota Valley NWR has identi-
fied the center site at a location just off a major interchange of the Inter-
state Highway System, close to the Twin Cities metropolitan area. The center 
would be located on existing refuge lands overlooking the river valley. The 
first phase design of the center, funded by the Service, has been completed 
by a private architectural firm. At present, there are no completed facilities 
on the site; however, interstate highway access and the signs for the center 
have been completed. 

Amount Budgeted: 

FY 1985 None 
FY 1986 None 

Feasibility: If funds were added . to FY 1986 Budget for the planning and design 
of · the.: center, -the :service would contract for the final design and specifica-
t!Ons '"'ith a privcite architectural firm. The preliminary design, Master plan 
and EIS have been completed. The site has been prepared for construction and 
roads and utility lines have been brought to the edge of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service property in anticipation of the Center's construction. This 
project did not rank high enough in Service priority to be included in the 
FY 1986 budget request which emphasized public health and safety and dam 
safety projects. Several thousand acres remain to be acquired at Minnesota 
Valley Refuge and this will occur sometime beyond FY 1986. When acquisition 
is completed, this project will rank much higher. In the meantime, planning 
and design of this project can be deferred without significant adverse impacts 
on the ~ildlife program. 

Capability: The proposal to add $600,000 for the planning and design of the 
center vould enable the Service to finish planning and design work on the 
proposed facility. Funds would be utilized as follows: 

Final Design $600,000 

Planning and Design 
Site & facility architectural 

and engineering design 
Exhibit design 
Interior design 
Administrative and supervision 

($000) 
300 

225 
20 
55 

600 



.. ' .. 
. '· I ' 

The preliminary design work has been completed. Construction and Occupanc~ 
of this facility would result in increased annual maintena~ce costs of $60,000. 

Out la\' Effects: 

FY 1986 $600,000 

Proposed by: Senators Boschwitz and Durenburger 

dk ( B-1) 
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The Honorable Dave Durenberger 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Dave: 

tinitrd ~tetrs ~rnetr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10 

April 24, 1985 

Enclosed are copies of the capability statements which have been 
provided to the subcommittee in response to the testirrony you 
presented at our Congressional witness hearing. 

If you require additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Enclosure 

nre:y, 

~McClure 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on the Department of 

the Interior and Related Agencies 



Agency/Bureau: 
Fiscal Year: 

Appropriation: 
Activity: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO~ 

U.S. Fish and ~ildlife Service 
1986 
Land Acquisition and State Assistance 
Federal Refuge Lands 

Proposed Amendment: +$7,500,000 fo r the acquisition at Minnesota 
Valley N\JR., Minnesota, using Land and \fater 
Conservation Fund Appropriations 

Current Program: The Service utilizes Land and ~ater Conservation Fund Act 
appropriations to acq uire habitat for the protection of specifically authorized 
areas , for recovery of endangered species, and for recreation use and wild-
life habitat protection on additions to existing refuges. The FY 1985 program 
totals $102,330,279 (excluding $6,000,000 transferred to the Bureau of Land 
Management for emergency fire costs, but including ca r ryove r of $39,112,297 
and appropriations of $63,218,000). FY 1985 carryover into FY 198 6 is esti-
mated at $10, 130,000 , as sho\.-O on page FVS-190 of the Budget Justification. 

Acouisition Status 

FY 1977 
Minnesota Valley ~~'R 

reprogracming 
FY 
FY 
FY 
FY 
FY 
FY 

1978 
1979 
1930 
1980 
1981 
1984 

slippage 
recision 

Total Appropriated 

Acqui red through FY 1984 
Acquired - lease 
Planned through FY 1985, 
Planned lease FY 1985 
Remaining- purchase and donation 

Ovnership 
65 

4 
l 

71 
- meandered or unpatented 

TOTAL 142 

*Includes incidental acquisition costs 

Amount Budgeted: 

Acquisition management 
Federal Refuge Lands 

TOTAL 

FY 1985 
$ 1,470,000 
61,748,000 

$63,218,000 

Acres 
3 ,49 0 
l, 200 

149 
1,200 
4,795 
1,666 

12,500 

s 75,000 
7,800,000 

425,000 
1,000,000 

-1,000 ,000 
-1,634,000 

1,000,000 
$7,666 ,000 

Cos t* 
s 7,176,000 

490,000 

11,000,000 

s 18. 666 ,000 

FY 1986 
$1,500,000 

0 
s 1, 500. 000 

Per Acre 
S2,C56 

3,2e9 

2,294 

Sl ,493 

Feasibilitv: Public Law 94-466, October 8, 1976, (amended by Public La1..• 98-
327, June 24, 1984), was enacted to preserve the natural resources in that 
segment of the Minnesota River Valley adjacent to the Twin Cities and its 



lh ' '' ' q . I \ '; 1 I I , .,. '".' ' ~ I . 111 d .l "'lll i,..; i l i ,11 1 

subur~s. and to make the resources available t o tli e pe op l e 'f o r 1.1 i lJl i fe - o r ien t ed 
public use. These goals are to be accomplished throug h coo rdin a t ed Fede r al, 
State and local government effort s ~ith separate Federa l and St at e managemen t 
goals stated in the Public La~. Passage of the 1984 a mendment increased the 
Federal acquisition role by approximately 3,000 acres to include accepta nce 
of donations of public or private land. 

Through FY 1985, $7,666,000 of the $23,300,000 authorized by P.L. 98-327 have 
been appropriated for acquisition. Through FY 1985, approximately 6 ,039 
acres will have been acquired by purchase and lease. An additional 6,451 
acres remain to be acquired (including 2,000 acres of public land and 1,666 
acres of meandered, unpatented wetlands) to complete the 12,500-acre refuge. 

No project-specific acquisition funds were requested for FY 1986 because 
of the need to restrain Federal expe~ditures and reduce the budge t def icit. 
The Service has an estimated $10,130,000 in carry-over funds that will ~e 
availa~le tn contiPue to acquire important wildlife habitat throughout t he 
Refuge ~ystem. 

Capability: No land acquisition funds were appropriated for this refuge from 
FY 1981 through FY 1983. Updating the preacquisition work, such as negotia-
tions, appraisals, title evidence, etc., began during FY 1984. Landowners, 
aware that funding is again available, have been contacting the Service for 
purchase offers. The willing seller tracts far exceed the $490,000 of FY 1984 
carryover .. for this refuge. 

If additional funds were app~opriated in FY 1986, the proposed $7.5 million 
for FY 1986 could acquire approximately 3,200 acres. 

Outlay Effect: FY 1986 $7. 5 million 

Proposed By: S~nator Rudy Boschwitz and Senator Dave Durenburger 



DEPARTMENT UF THE l~TERIOR 

Agency/Bureau: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1986 Fiscal Yea r: 

Appropriation: Constructi on and Anadromous Fish 
wildlife Resources Activity: 

Proposed Amendment: +$600,000 for Planning and des ign of 
Wildlife Interpretive and Edu cat ion 
Center on Minnesota Valley Na ti ona l 
~ildlife Refuge 

Current Program: The 1982 Master Pl an for the Minneso ta Valley NWR has identi-
fied the center site at a location just off a maj or interchange of the Inter-
state Highway System, close to the 'l'\.lin Citi es metropolitan area. The center 
would be located on existing ref~ge lands overlooking the river valley. The 
first phase design of the center, funded by t he Service, has been complet ed 
by a private architect~ral firm. At present , the re are no cocp let ed facilities 
o~ the site; however, inters tate h ighway access and the signs for the center 
have been comple ted. 

Amount Budgeted: 

FY 1985 ~one 

FY 1986 ~one 

Feasibility: If funds were added to FY 1986 Budget for the planning and design 
of the center, the Service would contract for the f ina l design and specifica-
tions ~ith a private architectural firm. The preliminary design , Mast er plan 
and EIS have been completed. The site has been prepared for cons t ruction and 
roads and utility lines have been brough t to the edge of the U.S . Fish and 
Wildlife Service property in anticipation of the Center's construction. Th is 
project did not rank high enough in Service priority to be inc lude d in the 
FY 1986 budget request which emphas ized public health and safety and dam 
safety projects. Several thousand acres remain to be acquired at Minneso ta 
Valley Refuge and this will occur so~etime beyond ~y 1986. ~hen acquisition 
is completed , this proj~ct will rank much hig~r . In the meantime, planning 
and design of this project can be deferred ~ithout signi ficant adverse impacts 
on the ~ildlife program. , 

Capability: The propos al to add $600 ,000 for the pl anning and design of the 
center would enable the Service to finish planning and design work on the 
proposed facility. Funds wou ld be utiliz ed as follows: 

c 

Final Design $600, 000 

Plann ing and Design 
Site & facility ar chitec tural 

and enginee ring des ign 
Exhibit design 
Inte rior design 
Administrative and supervision 

($000) 
300 

225 
20 
55 

600 



The preliminary design work has been completed. Construction a nd Oc cu pa ncy 
of this facility would result in increased annual maintenance costs of 560,000. 

~ Outla\' Effects: 

FY 1986 $600,000 

Proposed by: Senators Boschwitz and Durenburger 

dk ( B-1) 
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May 3, 1985 

Mr. Michael A. Bosanko 
President 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Mike: 

G?'-
~" 'J,,o 

)+ll -
M~.J_~ 

Regarding the Minnesota Valley Refuge area, enclosed you will find a letter from the Department of Interior. 

Mike, with the challenges of funding, it is becoming more apparent that we must begin reviewing funding alternatives, especially for the refuge visitor center. 
Perhaps sometime you, Ed Crozier, myself and one of my leadership people could . sit down to exchange ideas. I would like to suggest we do this in early June. 
Please give me a call at your convenience. 

n _I""': - , ,..I ! uv1h:l 1 U ~. 

President and Chief Operating Officer 
DLG :j mk 

cc: Ed Crozier 
Joyce Underkofler 

Bloomington Chamber of Commerce 
9801 Dupont Avenue South . Suite 440 

Bloomington . Minnesota 5543 l 
(612) 888-8818 



United States Depart1nent of the Interior 
FIS H :\. D WILDLIFE SERVICE IN U:PLY ar: rE a TO : 

Donald i., . G::oe:i 

\ti nn 1·-o t:1 Yallt· ~ ational \"\"ildlift• Ht>fuµt> 
.t l Ol Ea~t 8Pth ~ t rret 

Bloomin..:11111 . \I innr-o ta 5.'l..i20 

?resident and Chief Jre::at:~: c ::i=er 
Bloomingto:: C: am:-:ie_- of Co::'."'-'-:le::=.:: 
9<30 1 ;)upont .:;\·er.-...:.e So..1:..: ::.u:t:.e -l-L 
Bloomington, ~~ 554 3: 

De ar '.-!r . G:::oe::: 

~:r . Crozier is !-rese:.:.:·; c ...:c. o: tc·.,·:: :'or 3. :;ho::t wh:le !::-...:.t : kno· . .,; '.-1e 
v;ouli war.:. to L : a:1k :·o,_ 3.r . .::i. :. :1 e c ::. - ::'l:c::: fa:: ;nain::ain~ng a keen interc:s:.: 
i:i t'.1e l-l:nne .:. .Jta · 3.lle~ · l\a :.10:1a:.. :,·:.1 · ::..:.:::e ?efuge and ;:a:::ticularl y the 
fu:.ure visito::: c e :::.er . 

: an certai~ ::.e ~o~i~ a:..so ~a~:. to p~::s~e d:scussing :::u~ding alte::nati ·es 
K: t r: you and :-;ike 3osa:-.;.;.o , ?::e:;::....:.e:-.t o: t::-ie " Friends" organization at vour 
p ::oposed meeting i :: : ...: ~ ~ . 

I wil l be sure to have Ed get in touc~ ~it~ you upon his return . 
mea..1time, please 2..et rrie kno·.,.; .Lf ·...,·e ca:: ~e o ::: any he lp to you. 

~o~ C . Worthington 
Act:.ng ?efuge ~anager 

In the 



Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville, Minnesota 

Raymond Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis , Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 

Ho race F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur, Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji, Minnesota 

The Honorable BUI Frenzel 
Washington, D . C. 

Robert L. Herbst 
Vienna, Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina , Minnesota 

James E. Kelley 
Bloomington, Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Mary Ziegenhagen 
Burnsville , Minnesota 

( 

April 9, 1985 

Donald L. Groen 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
Bloomington Chamber of Commerce 
9801 Dupont Ave. s., Suite 440 
Bloomington, MN 55431 

Dear Mr. Groen: 

On behalf of our Board of Directors and the 
membership of the Friends of the Minnesota 
Valley, I want to thank you for your strong 
letters of support for funding for the Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge which you sent 
to Interior Secretary Hodel and Senator Dave 
Durenberger. 

We are most appreciative of the Chamber's 
past record of support for the refuge, and we 
value your help today, as Congressional funding 
to complete the refuge's Master Plan becomes 
more and more difficult to obtain. We agree 
with you that this area represents a unique 
asset for Bloomington, and the entire 
metropolitan area. 

MB:kw 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Bosanko 
President 
Friends of the MN 
Valley 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 



c 
March 26, 1985 

Senator David Durenberger 
U.S. Senate 
353 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Dave: 

I have received a copy of the tetstimony you presented to the Subcommittee on 
Interior Appropriations on February 26, 1985, regarding funding for the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area. The Bloomington 
Chamber of Commerce appreciates your on-going support for this project. 

We know these are difficult times for Congress as it deals with huge budget 
deficits and numerous projects such as the refuge area. At the same time, we 
urge you to give priority to this project that protects resources for the 
future. 

We'll look forward to seeing you at the Minnesota Congressional Reception on 
April 28. 

Sincerely, 

Donald L. Groen, CCE 
President and Chief Operating Officer 

DLG:crs 

Bloomington Chamber of Commerce 
9801 Dupont Avenue South . Suite 440 

Bloomington. Minnesota 5 54 31 
(612) 888-8818 



.. 

March 27, 1985 .. 

Mr. Donald P. Hodell 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Interior Building 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Hodell: 

1 

RE: Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area 

On February, 26, 1985, Dave Durenberger, U.S. Senator for Minnesota, presented 
you with testimony requesting funding for final planning and site preparation 
for this wildlife area. Senator Durenberger also requested funding for land 
acquisition plus the construction of the visitors center. 

The Bloomington Chamber of Commerce urges your favorable consideration of 
Senator Durenberger's request. ;!t is time to aggressively move forward with the 
completion of this project. ll!_early 10 years have passed since congressional 
approval was given to this project. The community and region have prepared for 
the ultimate completion of this refuge area~ 

We request that you dedicate the funds necessary to move forward. Each year of 
waiting results in higher costs for your department. Land costs and 
construction costs continue to escalate as this area becomes more urbanized. 

Your favorable attention will pay benefits in the future. 

Donald L. Groen, CCE 
President and Chief Operating Officer 

DLG:crs 

cc: Senator David Durenberger 

Bloominqton Chamber of Commerce 
9801 Dupont Avenue South. Suite 440 

Bloominqton . Minnesota 55431 
(612) 888-8818 



MARK 0 . HATFIELD. OREGON, CHAIRMAN 

TED STEVENS. ALASKA 
LOWELL P. WEICKER. JR.. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES A McCLURE. IOAHO 
PAUL LAXALT. NEVADA 
JAKE GARN. UT AH 

AO COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
~RK ANDREWS. NORTH DAKOTA 
oll_fS ABDNOR, SOUTH DAKOTA 

ERT W. KASTEN. JR., WISCONSIN 
ALFONSE M. O'AMATO, NEW YORK 
MACK MAmNGLY, GEORGIA 
WARREN RUDMAN, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
PETE V. OOMENICI, NEW MEXICO 

JOHN C. STENNIS, MISSISSIPPI 
ROBERT C. BYRO, WEST VIRGINIA 
W ILLIAM PROXMIRE. W ISCONSIN 
DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA 
LAWTON CHILES. FLOR!DA 
J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, LOUISIANA 
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, NORTH DAKOTA 
PA TRICK J . LEAHY, VERMONT 
JIM SASSER. TENNESSEE 
DENNIS D•CONCINI, ARIZONA 
DALE BUMPERS, ARKANSAS 
FRANK R. LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY 
TOM HARKIN, IOWA 

J . KEITH KENNEDY. STAFF DIRECTOR 
FRANCIS J . SUWVAN, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

Mr. Robert L. Herbst 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 55420 

Dear Mr . Herbst: 

REGEIV ~D MAY 1 ? 'r:!85 

1Jinittd £'tatts ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 16, 1985 

'Ihanks for your kind note urging appropriations for land 
acquisition and for a visitor facility at the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge, Minnesota . I want you to know that if 
enthusiastic supporters were the only criterion by which to rank our 
refuges, Minnesota Valley would be at the top of the list. You and 
so many others have touted its values that it nrust truly be an 
outstanding treasure in the Minneapolis -St . Paul metropolitan area. 

I will look into this project in 1986. Thanks again for your 
letter and please don't hesitate to let me know if I can help you in 
any way. 

t-- --1 
~.c:s.~LIB=R~AR-;:;-:Y-;:r-=-

!~ 1....-u_»_ -· ~_.....~- - - ... .. ~----

Si?r: mJ ~ 
Ja~Clure 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on the Department of 

the Interior and Related Agencies 

mfca· 



Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville , Minnesota 

Ravmond Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Forrest A. C.rpeater 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 

Horace F. Claa•berlala 
LeSueur, Minnesota 

Wall.ace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji, Minnesota 

The Honorable BW Frenzel 
Washington , D . C . 

Robert L. Herb.t 
Vienna , Virginia 

Shirley K. Hunt 
Edina , Minnesota 

Ja-• E. Kelley 
Bloomington , Minnesota 

Charles M. Moos 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

Mary Ziegenhagen 
Burnsville, Minnesota 

Senator Lowell Weicker 
Senate Off ice Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Weicker: 

June 1, 1985 

As you and your committee prepare 
amendments to the Administration's budget 
proposals for the Interior Department, and 
particularly for the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
we hope you will give serious consideration to 
the funding request our organization is 
recommending for the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

After thorough study we feel that $7 .5 ) 
million for land acquisition, and §.6 million for (,{,, 
visitor center planning and site preparation 
will do much to move this refuge on its way 
toward c~mpletion of the master plan. Nearly 
ten years have passed since Congress established 
this refuge in 1976. In the past five years 
only $1 million• bas been appropriated. Each 
year of waiting results in higher land and 
construction costs as this area becomes more 
urbanized. As the capability statement from the 
Fish and Wildlife Service has indicated, willing 
sellers within the refuge exist, and the 
appropriation of funds for land acquisition can 
be immediately put to use. 

We appreciate the budget constraints with 
which you must work, but we feel the time bas 
come to include this refuge in your 
deliberations. This area is a unique natural 
asset within an urban area of over 2 million 
people. It seems to us to be time for Congress 
to carry out ·the interest of its 1976 
legislation establishing _this refuge. 

1n...(;-ei.i-tr 
Thanking you for your consideration, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael A. Bosanko 
President 
Friends of the MN 
Valley 

cc: Elaine Mellott 
Legislative Coordinator 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 



Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington, MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L • .Andenea 
Roseville, Minnesota 

Raymoad Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Waher Breckearldge 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Forrest A. Carpeater 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 

Horace F. Cha•bedaln 
LeSueur, Minnesota 

Wallace C. Daytoa 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Sklptoa Elwell 
Bemidji, Minnesota 

The Hoaorable Bill Freazel 
Washington, D . C. 

Robert L. Herb•t 
Vienna , Virginia 

Shirley K. Haat 
Edina , Minnesota 

.Jame• E. Kelley 
Bloomington, Minnesota 

Charles M. Moo• 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgaa 
St. Paul. Minnesota 

Mary Ziegenhagen 
Burnsville , Minnesota 

( ~ :t-~ '1 ~/2, ~jY~ 
~) 

(tJkr ~.' CtrfrJ1S~ 
~1~1'fl'5 ) 

Congressman Martin Sabo 
House Off ice Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Sabo: 

June 1, 1985 

We recently received a copy of your 
testimony before the Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Interior on April 18th, in support of funding 
for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge. On behalf of the Friends of the 
Minnesota Valley I want to thank you for your 
excellent testimony and your continued support 
of the refuge. 

We wholeheartedly agree with you that the 
refuge is •an invaluable asset• to the Twin 
Ci ties and, as you know, we have worked long and 
hard toward its completion. If there is 
anything further we can do to assist you in your 
efforts on behalf of the refuge, please let us 
know. 

Thanks again. 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Bosanko 
President 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 



Friends of the 

Box 20244 
Bloomington , MN 
55420 

Honorary 
Board of Directors 

Elmer L. Andersen 
Roseville , Minnesota 

Ralflllond Black 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Walter Breckenridge 
Minneapolis. M innesota 

Forre•t A. Carpenter 
Prior Lake , M innesota 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
LeSueur, Minnesota 

Wallace C. Dayton 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Dr. Adela Skipton Elwell 
Bemidji , Minnesota 

The Honorable Bill Frenzel 
Washington , D . C . 

Robert L. Herb•t 
Vienna , Virginia 

Shirley K. Hant 
Edina , Minnesota 

.lame• E. Kelley 
Bloomington , Minnesota 

Charle• M. Moo• 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 

Samuel H. Morgan 
St. Paul, M innesota 

Maryz1e ... a.. ... 
Burnsville , M innesota 

March 28, 1985 

Congressman Martin Sabo 
436 Cannon House Off ice Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Sabo: 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley, I want to thank 
you for submitting our testimony to the House 
Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations in 
support of funding for the Refuge. As you know, 
Senator Durenberger gave testimony before Senator 
McClure's subcommittee when we were at the 
Capitol on February 26th. 

We know that getting funding for FY 86 for 
the Refuge will not be easy, but with help from 
people such as yourself, I feel that some 
acquisition funds will be appropriated. Of 
course, planning funds for the Visitor Center are 
also extremely important, to give the Refuge a 
focal point for the public. 

Thanks again for your strong support. 

Best regards, 
- / t z:,C~.<- ,.3'7,/-z-v.~ ::-'-, 

Mike Bosanko, President 

cc: Elaine Mellott 
Legislative Chairperson 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley. 



TESTIMONY ON BEHALF OF FRIENDS OF THE MINNESOTA VALLE{~,, /l1 ;>r'f ,'")· 
)~bo 

HOUSE INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE, MARCH 1985 

The Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge was first 
authorized in 1976 (P.L. 94-466) with amendments in 1984 (P.L. 
98-327) which included: 

-- a 12,500 acre refuge and a visitor center to be managed by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

--a $24.9 million authorization for land acquisition. 

--$9.8 million for the visitor center. 

--an increase in the size of the refuge from 9,500 acres to 
12,400 acres. 

Approximately 3500 acres have been acquired to date with about 
9000 acres remaining to be protected. Funding has been scarce 
over the past five years, with only $1 million being appropriated 
in 1984. 

The Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is unique in that 
it forms a wildlife buffer between four metropolitan counties and 
eight suburban communities and provides a large urban population 
with the opportunity for environmental education and outdoor 
recreation. Two million people live within a half hour's drive of 
the refuge. 

The Minnesota River valley and its related floodplain supports a 
large number of wildlife species, especially during the spring 
and fall when thousands of migrating birds utilize the area. 
Notable migrants include pelicans, whistling swans and bald 
eagles. Approximately 150 species of birds nest at the refuge and 
the river valley marshes provide habitat for 50 different kinds 
of mammals. 

In addition to being valuable wildlife areas these wetlands 
provide other values to the communities including flood control, 
water quality maintenance, erosion buffers, and groundwater 
recharge and stream flow maintenance. 

With authorization secured we are now anxious to move forward 
toward completion of the refuge. We ask that the Committee 
approve $7.5 million for land acquisition and $600,000 for final 
planning and site preparation for the visitor's center. 



c 
June 4, 1985 

Raymond D. Black, Chairman 
Metropolitan River Corridors Study Committee 
Birch Lake Professional Building, Suite #110 
1310 Highway 96 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55110 

Dear Mr. Black: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your May 24, 1985 Proposed Study 
Fundings and Recommendations. 

The Bloomington Chamber of Commerce is primarily concerned with the 
portion of your report dealing with the Minnesota River. We are 
not familiar with the issues that impact on the Mississippi and St. 
Croix rivers. 

We have been working closely with the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area to help assist them with their 
funding needs. With current funding trends from the federal govern-
ment, the challenge becomes even greater. We will continue to 
assist them whenever possible. 

Your keeping this Chamber informed about your studies is certainly 
appreciated. 

Donald L. Groen, CCE 
President and Chief Operating Officer 

DLG:an 

Enc. 

cc: Ed Crozier 

Bloomington Cnamber of Commerce 
9801 Dupont Avenue Soutn. Suite 440 

Bloomington. Minnesota 55431 
(612) 888-8818 



ROBERT T. STAFFORD, VERMONT, CHAIRMAN 

JOHN H. CHAFEE. RHODE ISLAND 
ALAN K. SIMPSON, WYOMING 
JAMES ABDNOR. SOUTH DAKOTA 
STEVE SYMMS, IDAHO 
GORDON HUMPHREY, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
PETE V. DOMENICI, NEW MEXICO 
DAVE DURENBERGER, MINNESOTA 

LLOYD BENTSEN, TEXAS 
OUENTIN N. BURDICK, NORTH DAKOTA 
GARY HART, COLORADO 
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN, NEW YORK 
GEORGE J . MITCHELL, MAINE 
MAX BAUCUS, MONTANA 
FRANK R. LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY 

BAILEY GUARD, STAFF DIRECTOR 
LEE 0 . FULLEFL MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

Elaine Mellott 
9400 Cedar Avenue #101 
Bloomington, MN 55420 

Dear Elaine, 

mnittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 5, 1985 

It was good to talk with you about the Minnesota Valley project. I can see that 
you are very well informed and are genuinely concerned about what happens to 
the valley. Visiting with you helped me to better understand what it means to 
people in the area and the state and of course, the nation. We in Minnesota 
are very fortunate to have this so close! Now I can see why Senator Durenberger 
is interested and concerned about this project. 

Enclosed, please find a copy of the Metropolitan River Corridors Study Committee 
Report for your review. 

Once again, thank you for taking the time to talk with me about the Minnesota 
Valley. I look forward to working with you. 

Bonnie McCarvel 
Legislative Assistant 
Natural Resources, Agriculture, 
Senator Dave Durenberger 

BKM/do 
Enclosure 

Environment 



MARTIN OLAV SABO 
5TH DISTRICT. MINNESOTA 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
AND INDEPENDENT AG ENCll • 

TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. Allen Yang 

• ' . 

~ongress of tbe ~niteb ~tates 
J!}ouse of l\epresentatibes 

almlasbington. ll.Qt. 20515 
June 19, 1985 

Cedar Cliff South Condominiums 
9400 Old Cedar Avenue South 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Mr. Yang: 

436 CANN:>N HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, 0 .C . 20515 
(202) 225-4755 

462 FED ERAL. COURTS BUll .. DING 

11 0 SOUTH 4TH 5TftEET 

M I NNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55401 

( 612) 349-5110 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding federal funding for the 
Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge and Visitor's Center. I certainly 
appreciate your interest in this matter. 

I have worked hard over the years to secure federal funding for the 
Bloomington Refuge. Last year we were successful in the House in 
appropriating $1.5 million in land acquisition funds for the Refuge and 
$600,000 in design funds for the Visitor's Center. However, this money was 
unfortunately deleted during Senate-House conference. 

This year we are again attempting to secure federal funding for the 
Refuge and Visitor's Center. I recently testified on behalf of the Refuge 
before the Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior. For your information, I 
am enclosing a copy of my testimony. 

Again, thank you for your interest in this subject. Be assured 
that I will continue to work for federal funding of the Minnesota Valley 
Wildlife Refuge and Visitor's Center. 

MOS/ebt 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~ L,~ G
. /,~ 

,I - fcj ,,., ._.,/'-l(l ~1 ),J.6( l 
Ma tin 0. Sabo 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCUO l'IBERS 

· ~ 



,. 

t~ood afternoon, Mr. Chairman, m1~mber~ of the commiLLce. want tn thank you for lllis upporllmity to appear bef<>re you t1.) ,,xprL'SS my support for Lhe Min1H~sota Valley Wildlife Hefuge. 
Thi~ rt>l'uge was autho1·izl'd i11 197G. Fund1n~ for LIH~ land a1.·qui:·dtiun lw~an in 1978 and conlinued ror three years. J\t this tilllL'. al.wut 50% of tlw 12,500 acres au'thorjzed have bc<~n purcha::;ed or are being mana~ed through a lease purchase agree-ment. Unfortunately, becau::w of Lhe lack of consistent financial ::;upport for the project, land acquisition has occurn~ d in a patd1w,n·k pattprn. This makl!S it difficult to per'fCJrm ett'l.'ctive wildlife ma11agemc11L and maximize the investm1 ~ nt which has aln•ady lH.'C'n made. Sp<!CUlation i::-; bcginnin~ to escalate land price's in the area and visitor access and use cannot he pnllllt)ted until land acquisi. t. ion is completed. 

The Minnt•:,wta Wildlit"l' lh•l'u~t> is an invaluable ass<'l in tile• Twin Ci..tiP::> Metropolitan ar,•a. It is compospd of a s'~ries 1>1 t"lnodplain marshes along th<! mai.n chanrHd ol' the Mi111wsota Hi\"L•r. Tiu' l't.•l'u~c pt•otl~c ts llw floodplain Lhel'<.· l>y recJuc:ing r 11 H >Li 1. ·on t r u l co::; ts , prov ides a p L a e e where rare p 1 an t s p <~ c.: i es and migrat1.)n· wildlife..• habilals l:an be conserved and pruvides :t \U >llOl'l' ru l t•du1..·.at iona 1 upportun i Ly for th< ~ two mil lion lH.'Pplt• whu li\•e in the Twi.n Cilil~s Area. 
As you know, funds 1'01· lltis projecl were <'.<>ntainf~c.i in the lvn;> lntl~riur bill which passed llw Houst~. Unl"ortunately, th e ru nd i ng was lost in the llou:-w-Sc~na Le con re rerH.:l ! on the hi 11 . A t t h i s t i nit• , t l w f o l ks w h u rn an a g l ~ LI H ! H 1 • r u g ~ es L i ma t e t. II a t t hey nevd $7.5 milli"(rn for land acquisiLion. 'l'lwy also 111•ecJ $600,000 rllr planning funds for tlw Visilnr's Ct!llt1·1·, which is nl·t·d1~d in t>rder tu provide the jnll~rpt'l'Livc ~ programs 1•ssf'11Lial tu unclt·1·standing the Refugt~. 

~Ir. Chairman, ITlPlllht'l':-; ur lilt' l'Ollllllil1.1·c, l 11rg1· ~·1111 f() Pl'tl\'icl0 rundin~ for this l'l!t'tl~;e i.n your l~J8() l>i 11. SC)\\'(' may l"l'lll'W our pflurts to cornplc•Lt' this pro,it!e t anJ r1.·ali :, .. · 11.~-;' r u l l p u t L' n t i a l . Th a n k y u 11 . 



WASHINGTON. D .C . 20510 

June 12, 1985 

Dear Mr. Bosanko: 

Thank you for your letter urging funding 
for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in 
the fiscal 1986 I nterior Appropriations bill. I 
sincerely appreciate your taking the time to express 
your feelings on this matter. I assure you that I 
will keep your interest in mind as this legislation 
comes before the Senate. 

Thank you once again for bringing this 
matter of concern to my special attention. I 
appreciate knowing of your interest in this regard. 

PL:kjk 

Sincerely. 

AUL LAXALT 
.S. Senator 

Mr. Michael A. Bosanko, President 
Friends of the Minnesota Valley 
Post Off ice Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 



July 29, 1985 

Senator Rudy Boschwitz 
SH-506 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Boschwitz: 

In behalf of the Friends of the Minnesota Valley I seek your support of our funding request of $7.5 million for land 
acquisition and $.6 million for the planning of the Visitor's Center at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

This is something we are all going to be proud to be a part of. It is rich and varied and, best of all, it is literally "just across the street" from half the population of our state. 

If you haven't visited it lately I hope you may be able to 
see where we are so far on your next visit home. 

HFC:pa 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
Honorary Director, Friends of 
the Minnesota Valley 



·, • 

July 29, 1985 

Representative Sidney Yates 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Representative Yates: 

In behalf of the Friends of the Minnesota Valley I seek your 
support of our funding request of $7.5 million for land 
acquisition and $.6 million for the planning of the Visitor's 
Center at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

This is something we are all going to be proud to be a part of. 
It is rich and varied and, best of all, it is literally "just 
across the street" from half the population of our state. 

HFC:pa 

Horace F. Chamberlain 
Honorary Director, Friends of 
the Minnesota Valley 



... 

July 29, 1985 

Senator James McClure, Chairman 
Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator McClure: 

In behalf of the Friends of the Minnesota Valley I seek your 
support of our funding request of $7.5 million for land 
acquisition and $.6 million for the planning of the Visitor's 
Center at the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

This is something we are all going to be proud to be a part of. 
It is rich and varied and, best of all, it is literally "just 
across the street" from half the population of our state. 

HFC:pa 

Sincerely, 

f!.,~-ffZ.~ 
Horace F. Chamberlain 
Honorary Director, Friends of 
the Minnesota Valley 



United States Department of the Interior 

Joyce Underkofler 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

4101 East 80th Street 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

August 9, 1985 

8905 River Ridge Circle 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Joyce: 

IN REPLY llPEll. TO: 

At your last meeting there was a brief discussion about the Board 
hiring someone on a part-time basis to do support work for the 
Friends, including some grant application work. Using that as an 
invitation I am asking that you consider the following proposal. 

As you know, Kate Winsor has been working in our office as a Clerk/Typist 
for nearly a year. She was paid for the first six months by the 
Minnesota Emergency Employment Development Program (MEED) and then in 
February of 1985, we hired her as a permanent (10 month/year) GS-3 
Clerk/Typist. The intent was to convert her to a full time, 12 month 
position later in the year. However, before we could accomplish that, 
the Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Office advised us that there will 
be no funds in Fiscal Year 1986 to pay the extra two months of salary 
for that position. 

In response to the refuge's need and the Friends' need, our proposal is 
to convert Kate's position to a 32 hour per week position with the 
remaining eight hours each week being used by Kate as an employee of 
the Friends or under contract to serve as a staff support person for the 
Friends and act as the Refuge Volunteer Coordinator. The cost to the 
Friends would be about 2,000 per year or $5.50 per hour if she were 
paid at the same rate as the government is paying her (not including 
FICA or benefits). 

In my estimation both the refuge and the Friends would be getting their 
money's worth. Kate is a 1984 graduate of Hamline University with a 
B.A. in Biology and Psychology. She is an outstanding worker, highly 
personable, very cooperative, smart, quick learner, and someone I am 
very comfortable with as a refuge representative. To be truthful, we are 
taking advantage of her talent and her interest to work at the refuge. 
It won't last forever, but we want to maximize the use of her ability 
and dedication while we can. 

If the Friends would hire or pay Kate for the 8 hours per week, the 
refuge would like to utilize her for a portion of that time as a 
volunteer coordinator-- a task that desperately needs some attention. 
However, since she would be working for the Friends, she could use a 
majority of that time to do support work for the Board of Directors, such 



as the secretarial, bookkeeping, mailings, newsletter preparation, 
membership work, gift catalog coordination, board meeting arrangements, 
and with some initial guidance and assistance, grant application 
preparation. I am confident that Kate has the capability to take on 
almost anything the Board would need and if she couldn't handle it 
initially, she would certainly grow into it. I could see her involvement 
with the Friends growing significantly over time as she has the potential 
if the opportunity is there. 

I realize that this would be a significant expenditure of your funds, but 
the return would be well worth the investment. The funding of the 
refuge volunteer coordinator would then be a major contribution of 
your organization to the refuge and it would seem a very worthwhile project 
to seek additional funds for in the future. In the first year, I would 
think that the remaining Pentair dollars could be used for that purpose and 
be well spent. The Friends could then take additional credit for the 
refuge volunteer program and use that in your grant applications and 
membership drive campaigns. Obviously, the refuge staff would be 
very comfortable with that kind of arrangement too. 

Please give this proposal major consideration at your next monthly 
meeting in August. 

~~ 
Refuge Manager 



United States Department of the Interior 

Elaine Mellott 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Minnesota Valley N ationaI Wildlife Refuge 

4101 East 80th Street 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

August 9, 1985 

9400 Cedar Avenue #101 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

lN aEPLY UPEll TO: 

At your last meeting there was a brief discussion about the Board 
hiring someone on a part-time basis to do support work for the 
Friends, including some grant application work. Using that as an 
invitation I am asking that you consider the following proposal. 

As you know, Kate Winsor has been working in our office as a Clerk/Typist 
for nearly a year. She was paid for the first six months by the 
Minnesota Emergency Employment Development Program (MEED) and then in 
February of 1985, we hired her as a permanent (10 month/year) GS-3 
Clerk/Typist. The intent was to convert her to a full time, 12 month 
position later in the year. However, before we could accomplish that, 
the Fish and Wildlife Service Regional Off ice advised us that there will 
be no funds in Fiscal Year 1986 to pay the extra two months of salary 
for that position. 

In response to the refuge's need and the Friends' need, our proposal is 
to convert Kate's position to a 32 hour per week position with the 
remaining eight hours each week being used by Kate as an employee of 
the Friends or under contract to serve as a staff support person for the 
Friends and act as the Refuge Volunteer Coordinator. The cost to the 
Friends would be about 2,000 per year or $5.50 per hour if she were ,2 
paid at the same rate as the government is paying her (not including - ~~~ 
FICA or benefits) . ·~ - '(W ~ A-~~~ 

In my estimation both the refuge and the Friends would be getting their L fh . 
money's worth. Kate is a 1984 graduate of Hamline University with a ~v- lJ'u 
B.A. in Biology and Psychology. She is an outstanding worker, highly ~y~ 

personable, very cooperative, smart, quick learner, and someone I am ~ . 
very comfortable with as a refuge representative. To be truthful, we are ~ bfP' 
taking advantage of her talent and her interest to work at the refuge. i 
It won't last forever, but we want to maximize the use of her ability !f 
and dedication while we can. 

If the Friends would· hire or pay Kate for the 8 hours per week, the 
refuge would like to utilize her for a portion of that time .as a 
volunteer coordinator-- a task that desperately needs some attention. 
However, since she would be working for the Friends, she could use a 
majority of that time to do support work for the Board of Directors, such 

~ If · ~~- 4/)v~ 1b 22A~ rr.i. ~ °" 1/;;g 



as the secretarial, bookkeeping, mailings, newsletter preparation, 
membership work, gift catalog coordination, board meeting arrangements, 
and with some initial guidance and assistance, grant application 
preparation. I am confident that Kate has the capability to take on 
almost anything the Board would need and if she couldn't handle it 
initially, she would certainly grow into it. I could see her involvement 
with the Friends growing significantly over time as she has the potential 
if the opportunity is there. 

I realize that this would be a significant expenditure of your funds, but 
the return would be well worth the investment. The funding of the 
refuge volunteer coordinator would then be a major contribution of 
your organization to the refuge and it would seem a very worthwhile project 
to seek additional funds for in the future. In the first year, I would 
think that the remaining Pentair dollars could be used for that purpose and 
be well spent. The Friends could then take additional credit for the 
refuge volunteer program and use that in your grant applications and 
membership drive campaigns. Obviously, the refuge staff would be 
very comfortable with that kind of arrangement too. 

Please give this proposal major consideration at your next monthly 
meeting in August. 

Refuge Manager 



August 14, 1985 

Representative William Frenzel 
United States House of Representatives 
House Office Building 
Washington, o.c. 20515 

Dear Representative Frenzel: 

I am requesting your support and the SU?port of the Minnesota congressional 
delegation in ac~uiring a U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Unit in association with the Department of Fisheries 
and Wildlife at the University of Minneso~a. 

There are currently 29 states which have fioh, wildlife or combined 
units (see enclosed map). These units in total have a 50 year history 
of beiny at the forefront of fi:::;hery and wildlife research and education, 
including research dealing with Qigra~ory waterfowl, Atlantic salmon restoration, 
endangered species, Pacific sal~on and steel.head enhancement, population 
dynamics of fish and wildlif~, predator-prey cycles, habitat evaluation 
and others. ~he most recent addition to the Cooperative Fish and Wildlife 
Research Unit system was when units were estaolished in ~l.orida (1Y7~), 
Georgia ( 1979) and \';yoming ( 1980 )!* I bel.ieve that there is strong public 
support and a recoynition by Congress of the contributions of the Unit::;. 

Although in 1980 Minncaota ranked 4th among the ~tates in fishing 
license and 8th in hunting licenGe Gales, and fish, wildlife and their 
habitats form ~ha basis of cl major recreat.ion and touri sm industry in 
the state, t·Unr.esota does not hav~ a Cooperative Research Unit. '.rhis 
department, thld Mlnnt!not.:i Departl::lt:nt of Uatural Resources and othor ~roupn 
and individuals within the at~te have a solid record of achioveruent in 
fishery or wildlife research, education or management but the vastness 
of the natural. resource in Minnesota and the limited size and funding 
of the existing groups makes it difficult to accomplish all that should 
be done. The 1984 Report of tho Governor's Citizen Comminsion to Promote 
Hunting and Fishing in t.Unnesota addrasses some of the proble111s and needed 
work {copy enclosed). I have enclosed a tentative pcograra direction statoment 
for a Cooperative Unit in Minnesota. This statement was developed by 
faculty in this department and staf! in the Minnosota Department of Natural 
Resources and provides information on the kinds of problems and the nature 
of tho work we would like the Unit to undertake. The proven effectiveness 
of the Cooperative Units in facilitating and establishing cooperation 
dmong the federal and state resource ayencies and univorsitieo will provide 
an appropriate means of accomplishing the needod tasks. 

** A Unit was established in West Virginia in 1985. 



Finally, the graduate degree programs in fisheries and wildlife and 
the established research pro~rams in the forefront of fishery and wildlife 
science make the University of Minnesota Department of Fisheries and Wildlife 
an ideal location for a Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit. 
We have allocated space for a Unit in a soon to be renovated facility 
and we are hopeful that with your assistance we will acquire a Unit. 

I understand that what is required to establish a Unit is for a member 
of the Congressional delegation to obtain approval from the chair of the 
Interior and Insular Affairs Subcol!llllittee of Appropriations to provide 
additional funding in the bill for the Fish and Wildlife Cooperative Unit. 
I believe the total funding needed is $150,000 to $200,000 annually. 
In addition, three staff slots should be specified in the bill. 

I strongly urge your favorable consideration and support of this 
important addition to the University of Minnesota. I would be pleased 
to meet with you and your staff at any time that is convenient for you. 

Thank you for your tirue, interest and support. 

Sincerely, 

rra R. Adelman 
Protes~or and Head 

. ( 
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A~-gust 22,. 1985 

Honorable Dave Durenberger 
United States Senate 
.154 Russell . Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Durenberger : 

We are extremely pleased to note that the U. S. House of Represen-
tatives has included funds in the F.Y. 1986 Interior Department 
Appropriations Bill to continue the acquisition of lands for the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and to initiate funding 
for the visitor/i nterpretive center planned for this refuge. 

We are enclosing copy of a letter which we have sent Senator 
McClure, Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Interior Approp-
riations, urging that the funding included in the House ' bill be 
retained. 

We are well aware of the strong support which you have given this 
project in the past and your efforts are greatly appreciated~ 
We trust that you will be taking whatever means are possible . to 
insure that the~funds are included in the Senate mark-up bf 
the appropriations bill. 

Sincerely, 

dfa-~{/d~,,6/ 
Forrest A. Carpen~ 
President · · 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 

Enclosure. 

cc: ~nds of the Minnesota Valley 
Refuge Manager, Minnesota Valley NWR 
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August 22, . 1985 

Honorable Rudy Bos chwitz 
United St~tes ·Senate 
Hart Senate Office Buildinq 
Washington~ D.C. 20510 · 

Dear Senator Boschwi.tz: 

We are extremely pleased to note that the U. S. House of Represen-
tatives has included funds in the F. Y. 1986 Interior Department 
Appropriation Sill to continue the acquisition of lands for the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and to initiate funding 
for the visitor/interpretive center planned for the refuge. 

We are enclosing copy of a letter which we have sent Senator 
McClure, Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Interior Approp-
riations, urging that funding inclyded in the House bill be 
retained. 

We are well aware of the strong support which you have given this 
project in the past and your efforts are greatly appreciated . 
We trust that you will be taking wha~ever means are possible to 
insure that these funds are included in the Senate mark-up ·of the 
appropriations bill. 

Sincerely, 

~,te_,,/R1 Gµ 
Forrest A. Carpe~~r 
President ' 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 

Enclosure. 

cc: Friends of the Minnesota Va11ey 
Refuge Manager, Minnesota Valley NWR 
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AlJgust 22, . 1985 

Honorable James A. McClure 
thairman, · Sub~ommittee ~n Interior Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator McClure: 

We are informed that the U. S. House of Representatives, in its 
recent approval of the F.Y. 1986 appropriation bill for the 
Department of the Interior and Related Agencies, has included an 
item of $600,000 to initiate work on an interpretive center for 
the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge in Minnesota; also 
~n item of $2 million to continue the acquisition of lands for 
this National Wildlife Refuge within the confines of the Minnea-
polis/St. Paul metropolitan area. 

This refuge is rapidly taking shape as a major unit of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, where emphasis will be placed on making 
this the model of an outstanding natural resource educational and 
interpretive center. 

It is highly important that funding for this development proceed 
on schedule and we strongly urge that the funds included in the 
House bill are retained when it comes up for consideration before 
your Committee. 

Sincerely, 

/1-~(£L~ 
~;est A. Carpen:f'~~· . 
President · 
National Wildlife Refuge Association 

cc: Senator Dave Durenberger 
Senator Rudy Boschwitz 



August 23, 1985 

Senator Rudy Boschwitz 
Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Funding for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

Please consider matching the United States House of Representatives' 
appropriations of $2 million for land acquisition and $600 thousand 
for the 1986 visitor center work. 

This is the kind of project that contributes to the quality of life 
we all appreciate in Minnesota and want our children to experience 
in the future. 

,,,.· 
Sincerely, 

LJ~j.~ 
Bonnie L. Harper 
14375 Valley View Rd 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 
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August 30. 1985 

Honorable Dave Durenberger 
Room 154 
Russell Senate Building 
Washington. D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

It was good to see you and to be asked to attend your 
European trip acid rain briefing. I feel your experiences 
there will help prevent our making the same serious 
mistakes over the long term in the United States. 

Dave. we know the busy time of work on the 1986 budget is 
upon you. In that context we want you to know that we 
very much appreciate the extra-ordinary effort you. Judy 
and Jimmie have put forth to obtain 1986 monies for the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge lands and 
visitor center. We want you to know that we understand 
the need for budget austerity and would not be 
disappointed if it were possible for the Senate only to 
match the House action of $2 million for land and $.6 
million for visitor center planning. If work on this 
level is less controversial and the monies attainable you 
have our full support for a change in strategy from the 
previous position. 

We are very glad to have you represent us in the Senate 
and you have our interest and support in all of those 
tough outcomes you are working to achieve. If we can be 
of further assistance please let us know. 

Sincerely. 

Elaine M. Mellott 

cc: Judy Erickson 

2176d 

Working to conserve and manage wisely the cultural and natural resources of the Minnesota Valley . 



Urgent •••• 

PRAIRIE PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
OF OGLE COUNTY 

OREGON, ILLINOIS 61061 
(Incorporated Not For Profit) 

Senator Dave Durenbure;er and Sen ator Rudy Bos clmit.z 
l~L ~ L.\ . 0;:;~:L 1 0t.:i l t. .t ..... l:..!..,,~ :i. L1 .. ~ ... 1t.! L:. . 

1·i·ashington, D. Co 20.)l\ 1 

, . 
1 ~ J · l . l •. ~ 't~ l_.; , l : .. · .... l. .-.:. c- \. 

De ar Jenator Dave Durenburger 
and Senator RuJy Boschwi tz : 

Re : li.i iDI!lli FC!.i.~ l·;Lil '. L:30Ti. 
v,2 .r~ :y 

Since the mid-1)1 30 1 s , I have been awar e of <Uttl. :".nvolv ed with 
conservation matters relatad to hinnesota, but havin! ~ l ilUCh in-
fluence , especi ally on sur rolul(tin0 stat e.:; . In t> iior·L, I ro<..~lize 
the leadership and i napiration that Llf:rives f:con, or origi 1tates 
i n Linnes ot a . 'l'hese comr,1ents are m.y profess i onal vieti]Xiint . 

For seve:c2l years I h ave f ollowe J. the pro1~r-r. s s of che h ilL.1:.:iOTA 
V Af,LEY ifoTIOIU-iL \ /ILUL]}'i;; tl.GJ:.'U GE, c:nrHi tin['.; C<J. ple t;j_on o.f 12nd 
pw·chascs encl ::dr,.mg ti1E.ming o i' :'mtc-:r pre t D.i:,j_oi.l fll and Gau cat.io11<~l 
prot;rarns (including tho erectioil of Bll i . ~t~rpi'ctiv8 crn1t e1· 
b1:ilding) . 

Rec c:nt l y the LT .s . House of Rcpr·escntc·:t.j_ven &Vi >l'OV8\..i. for the 
h:.i.nnesota \ ' alley National ~!ildlii.'e Refuge , aone ~>2 m.:i.lJ.ior .. for lc:.nd 
acquis ition and $600 t housand for uork 011 tl!e vis itor (int3;.·pr t;tive) 
center . I~J-s ~}.~\129!~~~n_t tl}_~t. -~-CJ.~~~f~t U . ;:;_._..?~ .. !i?._~e __ a.P.l 'Fol-'.r_i_~-~~~ 
be _?_lJtain~ . 'l.'his really ,_,rhy I am ·writing to you . 

RJ al1 me asur es of future projections, are as su~h as Lirmcsota 
Valley 8J.1d the tremendous arnount of n at ural and cu ltural diversity 
-they offer uill increasingl y liecome more ~?rt.ant . Linr1esota 
Valley i::i one of the r eal iserns of Midwest .. •L L!:· JHD m.1~ . 

Althou;;:h I h ave local c:: .. r e as and concerns here in northern :i·11.i r1ois 
to keep me more than busy, I am haPI•Y to be a int~nher of Friend!> of 
t he h:Ln.-:es_c:~~-Y~~-11~ and h2ve t his opportmi~.ty to uri.t.e a l ette'"i·- -
of friendship and involvement . 

3j nce;pBly, .• 

L / t :'" I . 
h ( . ,, • ., 1l --11 1; ~ , .. / v ~ . .. / ,4 / • ~ ~ • ""..,,. , <· ..c. ~ .. 

Doue;las l~ J Wade , President 
Pr airie J'reservatim1 Socie t y of 0~18 County 
R. D. 2 
Oregon, Hlinois 61061 

Co1J~:--- ~~r-i E-! 11cls of 
. . im1h ~rnt ;:; \; EllP.y 
")0-"- 202ld!. 
:;:noor:rL11_; t ,m , Lll ~_))~20 



159 Lafond St. Paul, Minnesota 55103 

{~u.q LI•:;; t. ,····,,-. 
..::. CJ;'! 

The house of representatives 
approved 2 million dollars for land 
acquisition and 600,000 for 1986 Visitor 
Center work at the Minnesota Valley 
National Wildlife Refuge While this is 
not enough to complete the work needed 
in the retuqe,1t at least gives a good 
start. Please use your influence and do 
what you can to at least obtain 
equivalent funding from the Senate. 

Thank \,. ;:~.: ......... / ...... _, :' iT:i...1.Ch .. 

Fr- an'.:: t)c hn ei d e1'- J t··· •• 

l"'lu <:'; k :i. E~<:.; Inc: .. 
Minn. Sport.fishing Congress 
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September 4, 1 98 5 

Senator Rudy Boschwitz 
Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20 510 

Dear Senator Boschw i tz: 

TH E IZAAK W/i.t_TON i EAGl IE OF AMERICA 

We were very g l ad to hear tha t the U.S . Ho u se of Representatives 
i1 a;:, af>pLvvi::U. v .t. 111.L.1. .1..1.v11 .luL :i.ct11u ctcyu i ::s .11::: .lon ana :;.o v u t:nousana 
for 1986 Visitor Center work for the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

We are urging you to push to obtain equivalent appropr i a ti ons 
in the Senate. 

We feel the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is an 
extremely important wildlife area--it is home to several federal 
and state rare, threatened, and endangered species of birds 
and plants. Also, the Refuge and Visitor Center are important 
educational, recreational, and cultural resources for human 
beings who live in and near a major metropolitan area. 

Thank you for your consideration . With your support, the plan 
for a completed Refuge and Visitor Center will become a reality. 

Si ncerely, 

Paul W. Hansen 
Upper Mississippi Regional Representative 

,{)_,uin£:,~ 
Diane Groene 
Upper Mississippi Regional Off ice Assistant 

6601 Auto Club Road, Bloomington, MN 55438 61 2-941-6654 
,\'ot;o;;a' Qft,ce Su ite i100, 170 1 fl/ Fon Myer Onve, Amngron . Vtrg •r a 222UY • Ph o11f .,-1- 1&1& 
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September 4, 1985 

Senator Dave Durenberger THE IZAAK WALTON LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Durenberger: 

We were very glad to hear that the U.S. House of Re presentatives 
}} S Y"(")U0 '1_ $ ? rn j1 1if)!'! fl")!°" l .r!d C' '"!11 2._e2_ ~ 2_ 0~ T'rl ~~00 ~::s:.::::: a_ _::~ 

for 1986 Visitor Center work for the Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

We are urging you to push to obtain equivalent appropriations 
in the Senate. 

We feel the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is an 
extremely important wildlife area- - it is home to several federal 
and state rare, threatened, and endangered species of birds 
and plants. Also, the Refuge and Visitor Center are important 
educational, recreational, and cultural resources for human 
beings who live in and near a major metropolitan area. 

Thank you for your consideration. With your support, the plan 
for a completed Refuge and Visitor Center will become a reality. 

Sincerely, 

rr(;J 1#ti,l~ 
Paul W. Hansen 
Upper Mississippi Regional Representative 

/)µVJ'./-~ 
Diane Groene 
Upper Mississippi Regional Off ice Assistant 

6601 Auto Club Road, Bloomington, MN 55438 612-941-6654 
Nauona! O"·ce Su:te 1100, 1701 N Fort Myer Onve. Arlington. Vlfgin1a 22209 • Phon<- 10.; .;26 1818 
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MARK 0 . HATFIELD. OREGON. CHAIR .. AN 
TED STEVENS. ALASKA 
LOWELL P. WEICKER. JFl. CONNECTICUT JAMES A. McCLURE. IOAHO 
PAUL LAXALl , NEVADA 
JAJCE GARN , UT AH• 
THAO COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
MARK ANDREWS. NORTH OAkO.r A JAMES A8DNOR. SOUTH OAK OT A ftOBERT W. KASTEN. JR., WISCONSIN ALFONSE M. 0 °AMATO. NEW YORK MACK MATTINGLY. GEORGIA WARREN RUDMAN. NEW HAMPSHIRE ARLEN SPECTER. PENNSYLVANIA 

PETE V. DOMENIC!, NEW MEXICO 

JOHN C STENNIS. MISSISSIPPI ROBERT C 8YRO, WEST VIRGINIA WILLIAM PROXMIRE, W ISCONSIN DANIEL K. INOU YE. HAWAII 
ERNEST F. HOLLINGS. SOUTH CAROLINA LAWTON CHILES. FLORIDA 
J. BENNfTI JOHNSTON. LOUISIANA QUENTIN N. BURDICK, NORTH OAK OT A PATRICK J. LEAHY. VERMONT 
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J . KEITH KENNEDY. STAFF DIRECTOR FRANCIS J . SULLIVAN, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

111.e Honorable Dave Durenberger 

tlnittd ~tarts ~mate 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

September 4, 1985 

United States House of Representatives Washington, D.C. 20515 
Dear Dave: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the capability statement which has been provided to the subcommittee in response to your request. 
If you require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Enclosure 

sg: 
Ja e A.

0 

McClure 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies 



Agency/Bureau: 
Fiscal Year: 

Appropriation: 
Activity: 

Subactivity: 

DEPART!'fENT OF THE INTERIOR 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1986 
Land Acquisition 
Land Acquisition 
Federal Refuge Lands Proposed Amendment: +$7,500,000 for the acquisition at Minnesota 
Valley NWR, Minnesota, using Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Appropriations 

Current Program: The Service utilizes Land and Water Conservation Fund Act appropriations to acquire habitat for the protection of specifically authorized areas, for recovery of endangered species, and for recreation use and wild-life habitat protection on additions to existing refuges. The FY 1985 program totals $102,330,297 (excluding $6,000,000 transferred to the Bureau of Land Management for emergency fire costs, but including carryover of $39,112,297 and appropriations of $63,218,000). FY 1985 carryover into FY 1986 is esti-mated at $10,130,000. 

Acguisition Status 
Minnesota Valley NWR 

FY 1977 reprogramming 
FY 1978 
FY 1979 
FY 1980 
FY 1980 slippage 
FY 1981 rescission 
FY 1984 
Tot a l Appropriated 

Acquired through FY 1984 
Acqu i red - lease 
Planned through FY 1985 
Planned lease FY 1985 

Owne rs hip 
65 

I 
4 

Rema ining- purchase and donation 
l 

71 
- meandered or unpatented 

TOTAL 142 

~Includes incidental acquis i t i on costs 

Amount Budgeted: 

Acquis it i on management 
Fed e ral Refuge Lands 

TOTAL 

FY 1985 
$ 1,470 ,000 

61,748,000 
$63, 218 , 000 

Ac r e s 
3 , 490 
1, 200 

149 
1,200 
4, 795 
1,666 

12,500 

$ 75,000 
7 ,800,000 

425,000 
1,000,000 

-1,000,000 
-1,634,000 

1, 000 ,000 
$7, 666,000 

Cost* 
$ 7 ,1 76 ,000 

490 ,000 

11, 000,000 

$18,666,000 

FY 1986 
$1 ,500 , 000 

0 
$1,500,000 

Per Acre 
$2,056 

3, 289 

2,29 4 

$1,493 

Feas i bi lit y : Publ i c Law 94-466 , October 8, 1976, (amended by Publ i c Law 98-327 , June 24, 1984) , was enacted to pres e rve the na t ural resources in t hat segment of the Minnesota River Valley adjacent to the IVin Cities and !ts 



suburbs, ·and to make the resources available to the people for wildlife-oriented public use. These goals are to be accomplished through coordinated Federal, State and local government efforts with separate Federal and State management goals stated in the Public Law. Passage of the 1984 amendment increased the Federal acquisition authorization by approximately 3,000 acres to include acceptance of donations of public or private land. 
The amount included in the budget request is appropriate in light of the need to control Federal spending as a means of reducing the Federal deficit. The funds included in the budget request are to be used to fund acquisition management, to continue planning and acquisition of projects with carryover funding, and to concentrate on alternatives to land acquisition such as exchanges, donations, cooperative agreements, and zoning. 
Funding for acquisition at Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge is lower priority than other projects since the primary purpose of the refuge is to preserve the natural resources in a segment of the Minnesota River Valley adjacent to the Twin Cities in order to make the resources available to the public for wildlife-oriented public use. 

Capability: No land acquisition funds were appropriated for this refuge from FY 1981 through FY 1983. Updating the preacquisition work, such as negotia-tions, appraisals, title evidence, etc., began during FY 1984. 
The proposed $7.5 million for FY 1986 would acquire approximately 3,200 acres. Approximately $2 million of the proposed $7.5 million would be used to acquire currently threatened tracts. The remaining $5.S million of the proposal could be deferred. 

Outlzv Effect: FY 1986 $7.5 million 

Proposed By: Senator Dave Durenberger 



ROBERT T. STAFFORD. VERMONT. CHAIRMAN 

JOHN H. CHAFEE. RHODE ISLAND 
ALAN K. SIMPSON. WYOMING 
JAMES ABDNOR. SOUTH DAKOTA 
STEVE SYMMS, IDAHO 
GORDON HUMPHREY. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
PETE V. DOMENIC!, NEW MEXICO 
DAVE DURENBERGER, MINNESOTA 

LLOYD BENTS EN. TEXAS 
OUENTIN N. BURDICK, NORTH DAKOTA 
GARY HART. COLORADO 
DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN. NEW YORK 
GEORGE J. MITCHELL. MAINE 
MAX BAUCUS, MONTANA 
FRANK R. LAUTENBERG. NEW JERSEY 

BAILEY GUARD, STAFF DIRECTOR 
LEE 0 . FULLER, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

Elaine M. Mellot 
Friends of the 
Minnesota Valley 
Box 20244 
Bloomington, Minnesota 55420 

Dear Elaine: 

llnittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

September 6, 1985 

I appreciated your letter in support of funding for Minnesota 
Valley National Wildlife Refuge. 

As you so well know, Minnesota Valley is a unique and 
valuable component of the National Wildlife Refuge System. 
Funding for this refuge has always been a high priority of mine. 
Earlier this year I testified before the Senate Subcommittee on 
Interior and Related Agencies asking for $7.5 million for land 
acquisition and $600,000 for final planning and site preparation 
for the visitors' center. 

I am very encouraged that the House has included $2 million 
for land acquisition and the $600,000 for the visitors' center in 
this year's Interior Appropriations Bill. You can be sure that I 
will make every effort to keep this amount intact in the Senate 
bill. While it would be great to get $7.5 million or more, we 
all must do our part in this time of budget austerity. 

Minnesota Valley is a special place and my commitment to 
making the dream a reality remains firm. 

Again, it was great to hear from you! 

DD:jem 
Enclosure 

renberger 
States Senator 



Attached is a copy of my testimony on 
behalf of Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge 
before the Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Interior. 

Member of Congress 
Eighth District, Minnesota 



Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge The Minnesota Valley National 

Wildlife Refuge, originally autho~ized by Congress in 1976, extends from Fort 

Snelling State Park in the southern suburbs of Minneapolis, upstream to Carver 

Rapids near Jordan. The Refuge is composed of a series . of flood plain marshes 

along the main channel of the Minnesota River. The valley bluff, lakes and 

m.arshes provide habitat for twenty-four species of waterfowl along with 250 

other species of birds, in addition to fish and about fifty different kinds of 

mammals. 

While the Refuge is managed primarily to protect and enhance wildlife 

resources, its location in a metropolitan area increases its value as an 

educational and recreational area. The visitor's center, to be located in 

Bloomington, is expected to attract between 500,000 and 750,000 visitors a 

year, providing a major boost to the tourism industry in the Metro area. 

Development of the visitor center in the Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge has 

been delayed because none of the $6 million originally authorized for the 

center has been appropriated. I request that the Subcommittee approve 

$750,000 for design of the visitor center for fiscal 1985 so work can begin on 

this important part of the Refuge. 

The size of the Refuge, as originally authorized, is 9,500 acres. So 

far some 3,350 acres have been acquired. The Senate very shortly will 

complete final action on legislation passed by the House reauthorizing land 

acquisition and increasing Refuge boundaries by 2,900 acres and the 

authorization level to $29.5 million to reflect the cost of the additional 

land. This expansion of the boundaries is in accordance with the master plan 

completed for the Refuge in 1982 and approved by the Secretary of the 

Interior. 

Congress has app~opriated a total of $7.7 million for refuge land 

acquisition since 1976 -- not including $1.6 million appropriated and later 

rescinded -- one milion was appropriated in fiscal 1984. Refuge management 

estimates that a minimum of $3 million is needed for land acquisition in 

fiscal 85 and I request that the Subcommittee approve this amount • 

.... 

( .... ... 
. . 



DAVE DUR E N BERGER 
M IN NE.S OTA 

~Cni!c~ ~£afcz ,$cnafe 

T. 

Honorable James McClure 
Chairman 

. -/:: WASHINGTON, O .C . 20510 

September 10, 1985 

subcommittee on Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Jim: 

As you approach markup of the Senate version of the Interior 
Appropriation's bill we wanted to take this opportunity to review 

with you those projects which are funded in the House bill and we 

would like to see retained in the Senate bill. 

We are very pleased to see that the House has included $2 
million for land acquisition and $600,000 for final planning and 
site preparation for the visitor's center at the Minnesota Valley 

National Wildlife Refuge. Funding has been sporadic since its 
first authorization and it is particularly important that funds 

are included this year. 

The Kettle Falls Hotel is a second important project which is 

funded in the House bill. Although the House has provided $2.l 
million for renovation and restoration of this historic hotel, 
$.9 million is needed to complete the project. It is our hope 
that we can take care of this project this year. 

The Grand Portage National Monument has been in need of a 
visitor's center, administrative and maintenance complex for a 
number of years. Visitor levels have increased with a record 
number of 46,580 persons this season. The House has provided 
$275,000 for this complex. We support retaining this level. 

Finally, in report language, the House has allocated $45,000, 
out of the Wildlife Resources Division, to expand the guard dog 
program to .Mi-nnesota to determine the suitability of using 
livestock guar~ing dogs to protect Minnesota livestock from 
predatioI)· by the threatened eastern timber wolf. This project is 

a viablE;{ non-h~thal control method which the farmers in northern 
Minnesota are ready to embrace. 

/ 

Jim, we ·appreciate your 
working with you on the fin 

Rbhwitz 
I 

Onited States Senator 
I 

and look forward to 
this year's bill. 

tor 

. . 




