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ktery se nevdiml, Ze tonzik jedt& neni hotov/sn
olejoval potfetiﬁmistr dal pokyn ke 2zvi eni,’hoﬁ%gko-

vi se dostala pravé noha mezi ozubend kola a preiiz-
la mu ji. Pritom byl je¥t& tolik pPi smyslech, Ze

- ‘se t&lem nachylil stramou, jinak by ho to bylo roz-=

- matkalo celého, V nemocnici pry mu jedté kousek oé-
“pali; dosud je tam. rry si predtim koupil pékay vaz,
a letos cht&l se svou rodimou a s . rodi¢i sew o dovo-
lené prifeti.

- Pokud jde o Vi.B: - /bydl{ v Plzni/, teprve nedavno
mu' snali s&dru s nohy; byl réd, Ze se miZe vyspat,
protoZe jinek mu to pri spani vadilo. Dosud chodi o
berl{ich. Soud s vlivnou osobou, kterd tu havarii za-
vinila, je8t& nebyl.

Jinak jeme v3ichni - aZ na n&jakou tu chfipku,rymu
. a ka%el - zdravi, a v ostatnim neni zmén.
Po¥asi tu také bylo v3elijeké. Do vénoc i pres né
 bylo.celkem mirmé potasi, pak mastaly snéhové vanice
. a silné mrezy, Zv145te v horskych oblastech, ma to—
priZla silné pbleya /oteplilo se a prielo/, takie
snih je jen ve yysSich polohéch, u ngs je sychravé
nevl{dné pofasf, a timp prévé také t, chiipky atd.

KdyZz Jjsem Jendovi odepisoval na tu jeho Zprévu .o
tom synové ne3tést{ a on mi na to /jak jsem se jiz
sminil/ odepsal, napsal téZ %e Vém to oznamil, i
Je Vy jste mu sd&lili o té {ag{ nehod® , a Ze si

. s nim dopisujete /Ze je s Vami ve spojeni/. Trochu
jsem se nad tim zgmyslel, prot je tomu tak, pro¢ si
s nim dopisujete a s némi ne. Timto poslednim Vasim
dopisem se to vysvétlilo.

V dtery /6.t.m,/ jsme mimo zahgjeni zimnich olym-
pyjskych her v Grenoblu /ve Francii/ sledovali.teke
.prvn{ hokejovy zépas mezi VaSimu a nadiwu "repre-
zentanty". Vysledek - jak spad vite - dopadl ve

. prospé&ch nadich 5 3 1. V novinovych zpravéch jsem
. se dotetl, ¥e kédr VaSich hr4éd byl od Vas /2 mésta/ .
Zase jsem toho trocha naklepal, vice za,imavého
- newim, tedy ukon&{im. ! gk
= onevaed? tal - iect nadim prvaim v
tomto Toce, prejeme, N ném vice stést{ a zdaru, nei
v minulém, a Zravime Vés v3echny cO nejsrdeénéji.

M.ym /

L1



Vichaldvice, 8.2.1568.

Milf prételé.

Jsem v Mich., viera veler Jsem sem piijel s Vl.ml.,
~ byl s V&rudkeu v Lounech za Jistou zdlezitost{ od
¢ uiterka /dnes je &tvrtek/ a kdyZ se vlera vraceli, jel
Jsem sem s nimi. Vidda m& totis od lonska také "ridi-
¢ék", a jezdi dobre. Nu g kdyZ jsem sem prijel, dal
mi Vli.st. V4%\dopis 2 3l.1.t.r., a ponévadZ mém klid,
‘mohl jsem si jej dobie prostudovat a promyslet,maSin~
ku mém po ruce, tak Vém na neéj hfined odepisuji. :

Co Vém mém k tomu Vafemu ne3tdst{ napsati? lNasel
bych opakovati pouze to, co jsem Vém napsal po t¢
Vadi zprévé o tom. Nyni, kdy? v3e bylo tak dobre a
dopodrobna popséno, nezbgvd mi nic Jiného neZ miti
zato, Ze jste m&li piitom "nedt&sti" velk¢ Stésti,

Ze pri takovéto havarii Jste zistali na zZivu, i
celkem nezranéni, T pokud jde o tu Skodu, nebyla tak
velkd, a proto mame zato,” Ze muzete byti spokojeri,

dékovati Bohu, Ze vie takto dopadlo , a snaziti se
_na to' co nejdfive-zapomenout, Jak to minil ten pro-
daval, nepfipomfnat si to, abyste si zbytedén& nenaru-
Sovall mysl a neztrdcelij Jistotu. Pokud jde o mne
dosud mém takovou fantazii, Ze jsem pii dtenf si vie
pfedstavoval jako ve fidmu, a m&l jsem stejné pocity,
Jako kdyby se to prihodilo mn&, protoZe natolik Jsen
také svidomity. OvSem, kdy% zdvdr vseho Je takowy,
Jaky je, tedy se domnivém, Ze byste m&li miti pocit
Jakéhosi uspojojeni; protoZe gz velkého zla nakonec
ztstalo snad jen to nepatrné. A s tim uZ ¢lovdk musi
politat, to prind%f Zivot. 4 Ty; dardo, se nad tim
JiZ netrap, 'dosud Jsi ze vSeho vyZel celkem dobre,
a nevyjde-1i Ti v¥e, jak bys si prdl, pak doufey,ze
to vyjde treba d&tem. _ :

Déti mdte ¢il¢, zejména Jerry Je sekdd, pracovity,
kdyZ je8t& po 8kole chodf do zaméstndni, a i ve Zkode
prospivd. KdyZ to porovnivém s ostatnimi, téZko bych
nasel obdoly. Tak, hlavu vzhiru, a znova do.toho!

KdyZ ndm /€1 Viddovi/ Jenda oznamil to Lonzikovo
nestést{, take¢ Jsem-mu napsal. Vzép&if od ngj prisel
dopis, v ném% bopsal, jak se to uddlo. Vv te tovérne
pracuji mimo Jendy je&ts t{ Synové, nonzik mél za
dkol olejovat Jerdb, co? d&lal sém ,/dvakrst za sebou
Jej olejoval/, osudného dne to s nim d&lal mistr,
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Louny, Apr 3, 1968
Dear friends,

Thank you very much for your letter of Mar 3, this year, and for the light
pictures Vlada brought us last Sunday [Vladimir Vnoucek]. Everybody liked
them (except the family from Chomutov, they did not have a chance to
see them yet). We will have a nice memory. The coloured photos sent by
Olga are beautiful, too. Olga kept them, VIada has them as well and | feel
that it would be nice if they also had them in Chomutov. | would love to
have them, too, so that | could enjoy the memories. Therefore | would
like to ask you, Jarda, to send them to me if it is possible. When | was
looking at the photo of my grandsons, it felt as if | saw them inreal. A
wonderful memory which | would have never believed would happen.
Despite that, there was a sad feeling of someone missing out there next
to me.

At the same time thank you for the birthday wish as well as the
nameday wish.

| was in Chomutov on Mar 24 before receiving your last letter from
Michalovice, therefore | could not let them know. Before that | had
visited my mother for a week. She was ill. She fell outside and injured
her head. She got a few stitches in hospital but it has healed by now.
Obviously, there are some impacts on her health as she tends to lose her
memory. On Mar 10 we visited her together with Vlada from
Michalovice, Olga, Pepa and Irena. [Jaroslav’s brother, sister, brother &
sister-in-law.]

On Saturday Mar 30 | went with Olga to Dresden. We wanted to visit
Richard, too but they were not at home. They had left to visit his aunt
about an hour before we arrived. We spent an hour at Brigita’s parents
and then went home.

We had beautiful weather last week, almost like in summer. Itis
getting colder now.

| am sure you read about what is happening here in the newspaper.
The last two months have been very busy and wild but everything is
happening in a calm, open and democratic atmosphere. You feel as if you
could suddenly breathe free. We hope it will stay like this. | wish | were
younger so that | could live and enjoy this new situation longer.

We work in the garden as usual. Everything which was necessary to
plant has been planted. All there is to be done is to plant potatoes.

Back to the new events here. As for work, everything is as usual.
People on leading positions, who ever failed in the past or are not capable



of new tasks, resign by themselves or are asked to do so. All the
grievances committed in the past will be punished and those who
suffered from them, will be exonerated. Elections for municipalities
which were to be held on May 19 this year will be postponed until new
laws have been introduced. The general S. Who fled to your country has
left a lot of fraud behind him. We also follow presidential campaign in
you country. Who do you support? Kennedy?

| still have some space left here so let me tell you about how the young
enjoyed the firemen ball in Petroupim. VIada, Olga and my cousin’s
daughter from Roudnice agreed on going to the ball in disguise as “The
Snow-white and 7 dwarfs”. Olinka was Snow-white, VIada, Véra and
Milan (the one who sent the postcards) with his wife and Bozka with her
husband (my cousin’s daughter) and somebody else were the dwarfs and
Pepik was a sort of cavalier. Vlada helped with “decorating”. When they
entered the room (the first and the last holding lanterns) all the eyes
turned to them. They did some funny things and nobody could tell who
they really were. They left to take the masks off and when they came
back everybody was asking them why they came so late and that they
missed such fun! Nobody wanted to believe that it was them who came
in disguise. Olga and Jarda [her husband] missed out on that because
Jarda was ill. VIada succeeded again. And so | managed to fill the empty
page.

We greet you all heartily and wish you all the best.

Your friends

Letter to Jaroslav Vnoucek from his brother Josef “Pep” Vnoucek, Louny,
Czechoslovakia.

Note: The Prague Spring took place in 1968.
Note: Jaroslav is aka Jerry/Jarda. Olga’s husband is also Jaroslav/Jarda.



Ve IRVINE

LIS PAR AVION

MINNESOTA 55429
US A

. o

. 5307 Corvalis Ave BY AIR MAIL
&

=






Draz{ prdtel é!

Konedn& se dnes dostdvém ke slovu po del31{ dob&, abych
Vés v3echny za celou na3i rodinu srdedué& pozdravil, posl
Vém naSe srdedné pozdravy, vielé, Zasté a upFfimné vzpomiiky
na Véds v3echny.

Cht&l bych Védm také touto cestou pod&kovati za fotky,
které jsme obdrZeli a dia jsem ihned piedal na prisluné
misto, Jsou vskutku pé&kné,.

Prof jsem se dnes pustil do psanf, kdyZ vcelku zprévy
o ufs dostdvéte dosti Casto od oatatnicﬁ, mi dovolte malé
vysvétleni.

Mily Jerry!!
U pFf{leZitosti Tvych naroczenin Ti posildme na3e

uprfimnéd pFéni v3eho nejlep3iho, mnoho Zivotnich itspéchd
a splnéni v3ech vlastnich pFéni,

Draz{ hodi /star3{ a mlad3i/ !

a u pfileZitosti Va3éch nadchdze jicich jmenin,
dovolte .ém, abychom z plna hrdla volali

v a¥ ¥1j1 oslavenci " !
a poprdli Vém ob&ma skutelid to nejleps8{f, co Vém Zivot
miZe d&dti,

Srdel&né Vés vSechny zdravi Vadi pirételé

z toho _ ova,
/ (| & | APy
s ; ben )

Michalovice, 16.4.1968,
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22.7.1968
Dear friends,

It’s time again to write to you, although we haven’t received any answers to our two
last letters. | hope there are no unpleasant reasons for that and | believe you are all
doing well.

Everything is the same here. Recently we had a big visit here. Jenda with his wife
visited us together with Willy and Richard and their families. This time they all gathered
at Vlada’s house in Michalovice [Vladimir Vnoucek’s house]. Jenda and Willy stayed for
14 days. It’s only yesterday that they left. Richard is travelling with his family around
our country and he planned to go to High Tatras. They all also visited us here in Louny,
were in Chomutov and in KysSovice.

They invited us again to visit them although they know we need an invitation letter
for such reasons, which none of them has never sent to us. Therefore VIada surprised
them a lot when he said we had been invited by others, not saying by whom exactly and
making clear we already have all the necessary documents ready for our trip to their
country. Their surprise was great and they tried to talk us into visiting them as well.
However, we didn’t promise anything and don’t know if we will go and see them too.

As | have already mentioned, we have the visas and are ready to leave on Aug 5 for 6
days, the journey included. We would like to stop in B[ayreuth] and visit Mrs. Metzler
[Edeltraud’s maternal aunt, Hilde Rodig Metzler of Bayreuth, West Germany] and thank
her for her great willingness and help and then we will continue in our trip. There is no
strict plan yet. Therefore | ask you to let me know by then, whether Mrs. Metzler goes
to work so that we can get in touch with her. | would appreciate if Traud! [Edeltraud]
could tell what present would make Mrs. Metzler happy. We will write to her about our
trip as well. In case there is a problem, we might leave a week later (Aug.12).

Being on the way, we will think of you having driven there last year. Such trip for us
would not have been even possible last year.

I am finishing my letter hoping to get some from you before we leave.

We also thank both of you for making this trip possible for us. It is very kind of you.

Be well, enjoy your holiday and | would like to tell Jerry that he might write a few
words to us now when it’s holiday.

With kind greetings
Your Olga and family

Letter to Jaroslav Vnoucek from his sister Olga Ortova, Louny, Czechoslovakia
Note: The Prague Spring took place in 1968

Translated by Vera Vrtilkova AntoSova, granddaughter of Vladimir Vnoucek (Jaroslav’s brother).
Litomérice, Czech Republic, December 2018.
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NaZi mil{ pPdtelé!
Michalovice, 14.8.1968.

Kone&n& dnes se naskyté i m& pifleZitost, abych usedl
a setkal se s Vémi vZemi na krétkou chvilku touto cestou. P18i, Ze
se mi naskytd pPfleZitost a to proto, Ze jinak jste vcelku ve spo-
jeni s Olgou, kterd Vés o viem informuje a na nés pak JiZ nic ne-
zbyde. A psanim o uidem Vés také nechci zdrZovati a neokréddal Vés
o %as a nezanedbdvali tak Vadi zahrédku, pfipadné ostatni osobni
zdliby &i sporty.

Ne¥ se v3ak rozhodnu k vlastnimu obsahu dopisu, dovolte
mi ch Vém za celou rodinu vmjédfril nade srdedé.é pozdravy, nase
velni Gasté vzpomi na Vés vdechny p#i kterych jsme stdle v duchu
s Vémi a u Vés, Jisté Vém zni Sasto v u3ich,

V pétek 16. t.m. bude jist® u Vés veselo pfi oslavéch
14 tych narozenin milédka Stevena. I kdy¥ tento n43 dopis obdrZite
Eonékud pozd&ji, budeme v tento den v duchu u Vés a pfipojime se

e viem gratulantim s gfénim mnoha zdravi, radosti ze Zivota a mnoha
osobnich uspdché v dals{ Zivotni pouti.

Nyni k vlastnimu tematu:

Vr4tili jsme se op&t z na3i prvni cesty za hranice jiného
sv&ta, Olga Vém z W, psala dopis a tam se zmfnila i o mé autonehodé.
Kdy? mi sd¥lila, Ze Vém psala dopis, uloZila mi, abych Vém podrob-
néji tuto nehodu popsal. ToZ jeji p#ikaz timto chei splniti, protoZe
jsem si ji% zvykl poslouchati a u¥initi vSe, co mi nad¥izeni uloZi.
Nehoda se stala ve stFedu 7.t.m. asi kolem 17 hod., na délnici Frank-
furt - Koln. Byly jsme toho dne na vylet® v Bonnu, PFi zpdtelni cedtd
ng uvedené délnici jsme jeli za sebou - Klaus, jé a Jarda s vozem,
Toto porfad{ jsme neustédle dodrZovali, ProtoZe na Imx prawé strané
nadeho jfzdnfho sméru se provoz zpomalil, odbo&il Klaus na levou
stranu pro predjf¥d&n{. Toto jsem uZinil i jé a za mnou i Jarda,

Na této stran® jsme jeli cca asi 8 km, protoZe pruh na pravé strané
byl pfeplnén a na tuto jsme se nemohli vrétiti. ProtoZe Jarda Jezd1
ze zvyku s v&t3im odstupem od pifed fho vozu vznikl tak mezi nim a
mnou vétéiugroator. Toto zpozaroval ¥idi&, jedouci za Jardou & rovndZ
v levém pruhu, Chtdl se pFed ndho dostati a pFedjel ho po pravé stra-
n& /co? je zakdzéno/ a chtdl se zafaditi mezi Jardu a mé, V té chvili
viak Klaus pPede mnou zabrzdil a jé pochopitelné také, Jak toto onen
pied jiZd&jfc{ $idi& zpozoroval, pr,vdépodobné se lekl a v prudké
rychlosti rovnd% dupl na brzdy, ProtoZe v3ak jel velmi rychle a ggi
brzdénf dostal urdity smyk a viz .eudrZel,vrazil do Zelezného zébradli
ve stPedu ddluice, Toto zpozarovala Mile..a, které jela se mnou a seié-
la vzadu, zvolala "Tdto leti na nés"! J4 nevdd&l of se jednd, proto-
%e jsem pozoroval v tom okamZitu Klause /vozidlo prede mnou/ ktery
brzdil, V tom jsem ucitil rénu do auta od nérazu a tlailo mé to na
ono zébradf také, ProtoZe gsen z8 si v té chvili neuv&domil, co se
viastn® d&je, jel jsem k1idné a to mi pomohlo, %e se mi podafilo viz
po uckolikerém zakolisdni opét vyrovnati bez nérazu do zébradli,

Po nérazu na uade auto dostalo se pachatelovo auto na 2 kola a takto
nshnuté se ¥{tilo na pravou stranu, kde narazile na jedouci autobus,
Timto nérazem se toto auto op&t dostalo na v3echny 4 kola a mezi
autobusem a za nim jedoucim nékladnim autem se dostal na praveu stra-
nu ddlnice aZ .a samy okraj, kde zistelo stét. Byla to velmi nebez~-
pe&né situace a viechna Sest za némi jedousin *1di¥tm v obou prou-
dech, Ze v&as snf¥ili rychlosti vozt tak, Ze nedoSlo k hromadné a
velké haverii. St¥st{ pFi této nehods stélo skutednd na stran® nés
v3ech,



VSechna auta, kterd byla kolem této situace ihned zastavila na
krajich délnice, na levé strané v poradi za sebou Klaus, jé a
Olga. Na pravé stran® auto, které zplsobilo havarii, autobus a
ndkladnf auto., Ostatn{ vozy projiZdély v pomalém tempu v t&sném
odstupu, Ze nebylo moZno silnici prekroZiti. Z o.woho autgbusu vystou-
pil ihned ¥idi& a b¥Zel k Fidili-pachateli a tam si zjistoval ihned
jeho data a vytykal mu nezodpov&dnou jizdu a prestupek piedjiZd&ni
vpravo v levém pruhu, K .ém pifib&hl hued $idi¢ z nédkladniho auta
a rovnéZ vzliéil, Jak k havarii vibec do3lo grotoﬁe vie gozoroval
pfimo z jeho vozu. Rovn&Z huboval na onoho #4 i%e, ktery byl z Dort-
mundu, Klaus ihned rozestavdl trojiheluiky na sil.ici a b&Zel k
telefonu pro policii. NeZ se wrédtil uZ prijela siliilni hlidka, kteréd
zastavila vedkery provoz v nadem sméru a pofala vySetFovati. ProtoZe
v3ak onen $idi& ihned p*iznal, Ze havarii zpsobil on porusenim do-
pravnfch predpist, odkézala nds policie odjeti na parkovisté, aby
mohl provoz na silnici pokradovati, Tam v3e vySetiili, vyslechli
zidastndné osoby i #idide z autobusu, ktery vystupovai jako hlavni
svddek i podkozeny. Klaus samozfejm& ihned rovné&Z vechno sepdal,
jména vech, &fsla aut a &islo policie, M& se jen ptali, jak k neho-
d% do3lo, ¥4dali mezindrodni pojistku a Fididsky prikaz. ProtoZe ne-
do¥lo k #4d.ému zrandnf, mohli Jamaugak pokradovati ov@em s poZkoze-~
nym autem. Auto bylo pogkozeno hlavaé na zadni &4sti, ProtoZe jsem
byl nep’{jemn® pFekvapen pohledem na poskozené auto a samoziejm
i oséatni spolucestujfci to velmi mrzelo, ut&Soval mé& Klaus, Ze uli-
af vSe a pokusf se auto opraviti do té doby neZ pojedu domi. Druhy
den Klausvyvinul maximdlif dsili telefonové.im po vSech moZnych ertech
pojis¥ovudch a j4 uavig kde je3t¥ aZ ko.e®n& po 2 hodinovém telefo-
novén{ obdrZel z pojiZtovay souhlas k pFistaveni auta do autodilny.
Tam 8as zalalc piesvidlovéni, aby bylo urgchlené opraveno. Majitel
autodilny si ov&¥il zda se daj{ sehnati vSechny pot¥ebné ndhradni
dfly. KdyZ obtelefonoval u&kolik prodejen, prislibil, Ze auto bude
v sobotu mezi 10 - 11 hodi.ou hotovo, Také skutelné byla a to v ta-
kovém stavu, Ze .iikdo uepoz.al, Ze prod&lalo tak krutou chvili.
Oprava stdla 1.423,- merek. To v3ak zaplatila pojidtov.a, jé jsem
31c neplatil, pouze jsem podepsal pievzetf opraveného auta, =
Sast viech &uppert.hostitelﬁ byla bezp¥ikladnd, V8ichni m& uklidno-
vali, abych si z toho nic ned¥lal, Ze se piiéini o opravu a i kdyby
wedodlo k dohodd s pojistovnou ve v&ci thrady, %e potfebné zaridi,
Horst mi nabfzel jeho auto na cestu doml v pripad®, Ze by nade nebylo
opraveno. Skute&ns velkolepé jedndni viech. Nejvdtsf dfk viak patif
Klausovi, ktery celou zéleZitost vyFeZil a obstaral sém a skutelné
byl to také ou, ktery se uém po dobu .aSeho pobytu nejvice vénoval
a byl to opét on, ktery si pro nadi pfitomnost vzal dovolenou, sby se
ném mohl po cely tyden v&novati. Musim znovu jen ZmEx opakova{i,
je to vzorny &lov&k s vysokou inteligenci,
wuZe, to by byl asi popis celé nehody, jak mi uloZela Olga Vém sd&liti.
Jestd bych jenom poz.nemenal kdo se toho zilastnil. V Klausové auté
jel s majitelem nd3 Vlida, V&ra a Eva /Horstova man¥elka/. V nadem
aut® J4, Hanz, Milena a 2 d&ti Wilkiho a v daldim Jarda,0lga,Jéra
a Liesbeth,
I kdyZ Vém Olga jist& napsala jiZ naSe dojmy z této nad3{ prvni cesty
do jiného svéta, cht&l bych se pifesto sém také trochu zminiti,
Byli jsme piekvapeni velice tim g;:ym Zivotem, .eZ jsme 2zvykli doma
u nés, To jisté& pochopite sami. 1 velké piekvapeni bylo pochopi=-
teln® na na3i prvni zastdvce v Bayreuthu., Odtud patii na3 srdelny dik
Vém viem a jed3td jednou dik nadim hostiteldm a to ob&ma, ktefi byli
velmi a velmi pohostinit{ a prijemni. A% jeme to nedekali. Rovns
v3echna Zest viem ve W., kteF{ uds pfijali rovn&Z velkolep& a poskyt-
1i uém wa nade pomdry maximum, Prosté byli jsme po vSech strénkéch
vice neZ spokojeni a velice piekvapeni,
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KaZdy den jsme museli jiti k n&komu jinému na noc a kaZdy den
u jiného se veler dlouho oslavovalo. Ani jsme je uwemohli vSechny
vyst¥idati, Pouze s jedinym jsme nehovorili a to s Herbertem, ktery
pry byl nXkde na dovolené, Maléd Christa prijela posledni den naSeho
pobytu z Italie, kde pry mé& snoubence,
maéeho odjezdu se zilastnili skoro v3ichni, sedli se u Williho a
zde po rozloudeni jsme se vydali .a cestu zp&t a to v sobotu 10.8.
ve 14 hod, Asi 60 km daleko ..4s doprovodil s autem Inge a Horst.
Samoziejm& vietn® manZelek, d&t{ a Jenda s Lois. Po rol.lgfeni sme
pak pokra¥ovali sami ..a dlouhé pouti, Jelo se pom&rné dobfe i kéyz
v&t3inu cestu prielo. Auta byla po celou cestu naprosto spolehlivé,
KdyZ jsme u jedné p\ﬂ zastavili a lcupomlé be..zin ptal se mé
acovnik, kdyZ zjistil dle aut, Ze jsme z CSSR, zda jsem rozeny
choslovéki ekl jsem mu, Ze ano. On na to, kde jsem se tak naudil

Zék,

w&kolik minut pPed pllnoc{ jsme piejeli hranice. Zde jsem mé&l nedoro-
zumn{ s nadim celnfkem a je¥t® dnes to nemém vyrizené, protoZe na mé
cht&j{ zaplatiti clo za dar, ktery jsem dostal. Nejsem zatim rozhodnut
co s tim udélém a jak to {dim, Mém jedt& 10 dnl &as. Nu, uvidim.

Myslim, %e jsam Vém toho napsal ji%¥ dost a_%e Peknete, ten chlap toho
naZwv. a nés jen zdrZuje. ToZ mi to prominte a pf-aététe si dopis treba
o vé..o¥nich svdtcich, kdy bude vice Zasu.

Dékujeme Vém viem geété jednou za sluXbu, kterou jste ném prokézali
a umoZnili ném leh&fho"dychéni® ng nadi cest® a vlastn® dali ném

hlavn! odvahu k nademu rozhodnuti{, protofe jsme jeli vliastné do nezné-
ma a velmi 3patn® a nedostateln& vybaveni t hlavnim, Jedté jednou
srde¥ny dfk a jestli dodrZfte lolské slovo, pak Vém to u nés v p¥{3tim
roce vynahradime.

Srde&n® Vés zdrsvime s préuim mnoha osobnich uspéchd a stastnyeh
kilometrd s Vasim autoparkem.

G B A e



Michalovice, Aug 14, 1968
Our dear friends!

Today I finally have the opportunity to sit down and “meet” with
you for a while this way. You are quite often in touch with Olga, who
informs you about everything so then [ have nothing more to tell you
about. I don’t want to waste your time writing about “nothing”.

Before I get further on with my letter, let me express our greetings
and our frequent memories of you all thanks to which we are always
with you in our minds.

On Friday Aug 16 you will for sure have a great time celebrating
the 14t birthday of your beloved Steven. Although this letter will
reach you a bit later than that, we’ll be there with you thinking of you
all, joining everybody and wishing Steven a lot of health, joy and a lot
of success in his further life.

Now let me get to the point. We came back from our trip beyond
the borders of a different world. Olga has already sent you a letter
from Wuppertal, in which she mentioned my car accident. She asked
me to describe it to you in more detail. So let me fulfill her
instruction to do so. The accident happened on Wednesday Aug 7
around 5 p.m on the highway Frankfurt- Koln. We were on a trip in
Bonn. On the way back we followed each other like this - Klaus, me
and Jarda with his car. As the traffic in the right lane slowed down,
Klaus decided to turn left to overtake the other cars. So did I and
Jarda. We followed this lane the next 8 km because the right lane was
crowded and we couldn’t get there. Suddenly Jarda was taken over
by a driver from behind but from the right side which is forbidden.
He wanted to get between me and Jarda. However, at that very
moment, Klaus, who was still driving in front of me stepped on the
brake and so did I. The driver behind me saw this and probably
panicked as he was driving very fast. He tried to slow down but
skidded and his car crashed into the iron railing in the middle of the
highway. Milena, who was sitting next to me, noticed that and
screamed “He is going to hit us!”. I had no idea what was going on so
[ watched Klaus in front of me, who was trying to slow down.
Suddenly I could feel a hit and was pushed into that railing as well.
As I still had no idea what was happening around me I kept driving
calmly which, in the end, helped me and [ managed to keep the car on
the road. The other crashed into a bus going in the next lane, was
pushed to the right side of the highway and stopped. It was a very



dangerous situation but thanks to the thoughtful reactions of all the
other drivers around, who managed to slow down in time, we
avoided a mass accident. We were really lucky. All the cars, which
were near us at that moment, stopped and so did Klaus, me and Olga.
The bus driver got off the bus and ran to the driver who caused the
accident and was angry with him. Another truck driver came to us
and told us how it all happened because he could see it all happen
from his truck. Klaus immediately put the safety triangles on the
road and ran to call the police. Before he came back, the highway
patrol had arrived and started to investigate the accident. The driver
confessed causing the accident by overtaking in a wrong way. We all
moved to a nearby parking lot, where everything was taken down.
We were all asked to describe how everything happened. [ was
asked to provide our international insurance and driving licence. As
nobody was injured, we were able to continue. However, our car was
damaged in the back. Having seen our car in such a shape, I must
have looked very down because Klaus tried to comfort me and
promised to do everything to repair my car before we leave for home.
The following day, after about 2 hours of making different calls, Klaus
got the permission from the insurance company to bring the car to
the garage. There he had to persuade the owner to fix the car as fast
as possible. The owner had first find out if he is able to get all the
spare parts and then promised to fix it by Saturday morning. And he
really did and so well that no one could tell it had been crashed. It all
cost 1423 German Marks. I didn’t have to pay for that. The insurance
company covered it all. All the Wuppertal family kept telling me not
to worry about what had happened. They even offered to pay the
repair costs in case the insurance company refused to pay. Horst
even offered to lend me his car for our way home in case they didn’t
manage to fix it in time. Incredible help and support of them all
especially then great thanks to Klaus who arranged everything for us
and spent most of the time with us. What a great and an intelligent
person!

Well, that’s all about our accident. Let me sum again who was
involved: Klaus with our Vlad'a, Véra, and Eva (Horst’s wife). In our
car me, Hanz, Milena and two of Willi’s children, next car was Jarda,
Olga, Jara and Liesbeth.

Olga probably wrote about our impressions of our first trip to this
other world, but I would like to mention something myself. We were
very surprised by that different way of life, which you can
understand. The first shock came during our stop in Bayreuth. We
would like to thank you and our hosts again for their hospitality and



for being so kind to us. We didn’t expect anything to such extent.
Then we are also very grateful to everyone in Wuppertal. We were
more than happy and very surprised during our stay there.

We had to visit someone else every single day and we would spend
the night there as well. We were partying until late at night. We
couldn’t manage to see everybody. The only one we didn’t get to talk
to was Herbert, who was away on holiday. Little Christa came back
from Italy on the last day of our stay, where her fiancé lives.

Everybody came to see us off. They all gathered at Willi’s and then,
after saying goodbye to everyone, we set off on Saturday Aug 10 at 2
p.m. Inge and Horst followed us for about 60 km in their car together
with his wife, children, Jenda and Lois. Then we drove off on our
own. It was a rainy trip but fairly good. The cars worked well. When
we stopped on the way to buy petrol, one of the employees there
asked me whether [ was born Czechoslovak. He was impressed by
my German so | told him I learnt at school. [ was always a
hardworking student.

We crossed the border a few minutes before midnight. There I
had a little misunderstanding with the officer and I still haven’t
solved the problem. They want me to pay duty for a present, which I
got. | haven’t decided yet what to do about it. I still have 10 days to do
it. We'll see.

[ think I have written enough. You will think I'm wasting your
time blabbing all this stuff. Please, forgive me and read it perhaps
during Christmas time when you have more free time.

Thank you again for the favor thanks to which you enabled us to
“breathe” better on our way. You were the ones who made us to take
the decision and travel an unknown country being insufficiently
equipped with the most important thing. One more time - thank you
very much. If you don’t break your promise, we will be able to pay
everything back to you next year.

We send kind greetings, wish you a lot of success and a lot of
happy kilometres with your “carpark”.

Your family from Michalovice
[
Letter to Jaroslav Vnoucek from his brother Vladimir.

Translated by Vera Vrtilkova AntoSova, granddaughter of Vladimir Vnoucek
(Jaroslav’s brother). Litomérice, Czech Republic, December 2018.
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November 29, 1968

Liebe Traudl und Familie!

Wir Bedanken uns noch einmal fiir des Weihnachtsgeschenk, nues kam ich nicht schreiben weil
die Ma erst geschrieben hat. Am 9.12 mochte ich zum Gertl fahren mir ist schon heute
angst auf die Kalte, du muss ich uber Franzenbad und muss 5 mal unsteigen bis Klingenthal.

Viel Neues ham ich nieht schreiben esist alles noch fein alten. Zum Zeit ist bei uns sehr kalt,
Schnee haben wir nach keinen, und das wir das nachste jahr allein in des Czechai sind das weil3t

ja auch, Julie und die Ella machen weg, die Gertl darf nicht zu uns heriliber gespert.

Alles auch nunshe nachmal Frohliche Weihnachten und hoffen das ihr alle noch gesundseid und
wunschen euch allen die bestern.

Herzlichst ein grusse aus CCSR, bitte auf _a_dief and

November 29, 1968
Dear Traudl and Family!

We thank you again for the Christmas present, | didn't write because the Ma wrote first.
On the 9th of December | would like to drive to the Gertl. | am already afraid of the cold, you
have to go over Franzenbad and have to change 5 times to Klingenthal [East Germany].

I did not write much new things, everything is still old. At the moment we are very cold, we
have no snow, and we are the next year alone in the Czechai [Czechoslovakia], you know that,
Julie and the Ella make away [to West Germany], the Gertl may not be brought over to us.

All now also merry Christmas and hope that all of you are still healthy and wish you all the best.

Sincerely a greeting from CCSR, please on _a_dief and

Letter from Franz Riedl to his daughter Edeltraud “Traud|” Riedl Vnoucek (aka E.V. Irvine)

Notes:
e Edeltraud’s parents lived in Kraslice, CSSR (German: Graslitz)
e Edeltraud’s sisters were Gertrud “Gertl”, Ella, and Julie
* FrantiSkovy Lazné (German: Franzensbad) is a spa town in Cheb District of Karlovy Vary Region,
in the Czech Republic.
e Google translation.
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