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I931.

The baby 1es born. We move to Westchester and are very happy

although the dperession deepens. We live first at 6% BSound View,
New Rochelle. Then 24 Second Ave., Pelham, Delossy writes Rockne.
March 7 describe s baby's bath and her first airing.

Mgrch 5 I skarkadxktha returned to The Charming Sally and told of

my new hours. "My only concession will be to watch her bath,"
pxpykaxraxzkkanxkex “arch I2. D's "glimmer of affection for the child.

Baby's reaction to mew formulsa, i

r—. -

Mme Bisonnettee,xXWzXkyxkfx%xx hwhen I went to bakery after a long
abence durlng which *erilan had been born. All had be n worried.
Aune had said, "Well, if Mre Lovelace has gonme beyomd, Mr will soom

follow for I never saw such devotion in a gentleman,

ool i Ll e

Hannl brings baby into the living room for guests to see at

I0 O'clock feeding, but no one can take her.

March I6. When ‘erian has .a certaln exprescion Haaunl saye, "Here
come #r Lovelace."

March I9. Baby trylng to talk at 9 weeks.

March 23, Her morning routine descrived.

March I0. Ber firet toy, a red rubber ball 'm a string. Kapxxxhxt

axXaxsxxxxkd She smiles at 1t. Sald elosey: " audle , your daughter |

evl nces unmistakable signs o"f amusement at a red rubber ball at the

age of ceven weeks."

;e wae really proud and so was I,

Ayt seven weeks and two days she laughed out lous. A wonderful
description of her bath in this letter.

April 6. On April 5, “aster Suncay, she had a tooth.

tryinz to talk. "She looks straight into our eyes with the most

thoughtful expression and says agloo or glur or some such bright

remark, °

Handwriting expert tells me that I am to have plenty of esuccees but
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1+ will come slow and I will work hard for it. (What every fortune

teller always saye about me.) Also he and the mam numerologist aau.
a change of resideunce for me.

April II. Mary, "I think that 1little girl 1es agoling to be smart

just like her daddy."

I show baby to Miss Trail and the other nurses.

Merian Highly-organlzed, doctor say”. Easlly wakened. Wont sleep if
| gﬁg;telg(ih.esi::;g K:gn'gzrghgisk:t on in her room or eshe wakes. .
July 8. derlan sayse ma-}ia Ma but inélecriminta ately. Letter is funny.
July I3. We feel embarrasced when we ghow her off to people who
have ordinary children.
D'e old shirt. Hanal : Mr s Loflace wean I was de woman dat shirt 1is
trown away. THIS IS A VERY GOOD LETTER.
July 31 Teeth and dlet/ Discouragement on book.
April 8/ Merian holding o ut second hand for fingernalls.
Hannl when baby wae sick with heat. "I should go to the movies. #
A’iug\?7 I lots on Candlel ight,
Aug I8 weighe I6 pde.60z/ can pull herself to sitting positlion from
a half reclinlug one. ;
Aug 20 Rosemond says che ie the image of feloa but her eyes are fer
Eating vegetables. Loves everyth hing but cereal. Still yells on tggt
Sept I Good on her teeth and beha lour.

Sept 2. Sten auf: She and her dog.
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. I Just finlshed reading the I93& letters, the letters written
after I became pregnant, when we moved from 36 West Tenth in

New York to 4II West IISth St.

I'm impressed by how very happy we were (even for ug.) I mention i
it several times. "For some reason we are very happy these daye." j‘
I was exceptionally well, took long walks every day, cooked with %

-
éhthusiasm, entertained and went out a great deal, worked dally
on The Charming “ally =nd book reviews. (Remind self to reread

Charming “ally. The baby in thet 1e certasinly Merian.)
moetly g .

We sawXzxxgrxaxxdezXxsf® Blanche Stranahan, Pauline and Jo, Warren
and Mary Ann, Mise Jeseie and *“r Douthirt, Miee Toye , Bryan anc
Pat Collier, Irmengarde, Marthe Ostenso and Douglas Durkin, Stells
Karn, Rose “ilder Lane, Mrs rarkhuret, Myrna Sharlow and Capt.

| . Hitchcock (Edwarg , theilr 1little boy), Ruth Blodgett (when eshe wase

the “enkles, especially “e nrietta, her friend Clarice Blake

in town), and many more,/I wrote nome twice a week and kept very
close, almost too cloee, to the Minneeota family.
Remember the Fo#ler dog Bobble, going to call on “rohman. He slso
called on Haynes and *achel dog, regularly.
D and I haé fun making up eilly names for the baby. If a girl, whlcech
we were sur she woulfn't be, ehe was to be Thomasdna Cooperina

Lovelace, Ordinarily she was alwaye Tommy.

Cct 6'1930 has a good depreseion story where Delossy Rave the last
bight & poker money to a famlly from Detroit.

;-'r
| e go_ .l
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Letters from 24 Second Avenue Pelham.

. ~ Farst letter Jan. 19, Some others will turn up.
Janz2 '
Hanni aeke baby to polnt to eyve, nose, ear and she willl.
My routine 1e given. I am now wpiklng at the NY Public Lib-

‘ rary. Wae it Room 2207 .

I Geecribe Merlan s birthday. Her firet.
Jan. 30. She found a handkerchief in a pocket of her drese and
put it up to her eyes to play peekaboo,. Her mouth beneath it emiles.
Plg go to market story cute .
Feb 5. She has learned to say Button (Buppum). Gigl now in 44
Feb I2.A darling letter from Delos about Merian.

Feb I6. Ba-ba it the word Hannl hae taught her for dirt. She epilts

out a bit of paper, makes a face, eays baba and turne to ue to
explain: "Dirt."

Feb I9 descripee her staggering around by heredld. Takes milk from cup
Feb.24 I buy a Persilan lamb coat at Wanamakers. Poem 1n Bookmau.

When I get back ‘to Minnesota I exﬁect to live in a bathrobe in

front of the fire.

March 2. Merian hases 9th tooth. This morning she heard typewriter
going. Turned to Hanni and sald, "Baddiy home."

Polnts at stove and eaye t o me, "Helee." But she evidently thought |
that was ite n2me, because the makmked then patted it to make sure
I knew she wee speaking of the stive. (Later Hauni taught her not

to touch it bu putting her finger tlp on it quickly when 1t was hot.)

The newepapers are full of the Lin&bérg baby story.

March IO. She 1 being taken to the hoepital for violet rayse amd
. loves to ride. Keepe saying vi'let raye, man, bye b ye. Aleo gar.

She saye bookle, bookie , bookle, morning tonight. Thles 1ls a very

good letter....reagdling Eun gish and German, ghe teases Hannl by

daylng the wrong language. Not yet I4 monthe o0ld.
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Blank to April 6 . Then The Charming Sally done. Bhe and Hanni

and I took the train to Minnesota, Delosey jolned us. WHXH Sefore
we went she could say gampa, gamma, ) .
HEXAEARUXEAE XA K S X EXBEXE AP Y XEAMNAY XK amaxxx@ixkx Auntie,

Gigl, Bommie and Bobble amd (g1 nce we told her Baébble was a

dog, she would add, Woo woo in a deep volce.

Blank to May 7, but look up Minneapolis Tribune and other storles
on this trip.

Blanl to May 24. Has been vaccinated. Now goes to the park. Says
gchiffle (boate),'hae made a friemd, Peter anéd Hanni 1es friend

to hie nruse. Peter had an accldent and Merian would say mourn-
fully. Pottie, Peter. Evidcntly he dién't get there soon enuf.

May 27. Can step out of her coop. So chécken wire fence from Yewp
some., Peter, lambchops , scornfully. Hannl wae scornful becauee

he was allowed to have them, I guese. All women are ‘ante,

When she butters her toast or crackers, says gamp3d. (He taught

her to do this.) May 27 worth seelng again. .
Agnes Grant. June 8. Féret mentlon of Emma/. The letter which
told pf our meeting must have been lost.

“gby stringe 3 and 4 worde together. Muttie take nap...l gsee
Buddle....has put as many as 5 together.

The bonue armye. Letter from Bick.

Baby comes up a nd eays How de doo and shakes hande.

June I3. “rip to the beach by taxi.

June I5. CS to be out fug, I3.

Don O'Connor's houseboat on Sound.

serian shoute King, Bishop etc when we play cheseg,

June I8, Daddy has left Strutwear. Trip tp #ilwaukkee.

When I set table, Merian got to napkins aud s&id, "Help mommie."
She sayes Malzeit before she eats. .

No dlaper all day. lells me when che wants pottie. I0 mo.

’ @Gigl's camp. Merian chants Ye Chahming “ally. Be Chahming ©ally with

a rogulsh look for none of ue taught her to say 1it. She also says
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"Out in de yahd™ "Cup o' tea." She sald the latter at breakfast
and I sald to her, "Shame om you . This ien't a cup of tea."

She shouted "CoffeeToast., Breakfast "

Hannil, Schule, Soonj\Hannl had gone to town to buf% her ehoes.
"Daddy h ome. fum.”

Little boy in park, when I am with “erian, le svanked. Merian
bagan “\o cry and shouted. "Help\ Hannil" ; H-";E-.to ’, HLM"
She would go to the good bookcas e and say, "'Daddy's book. No touch."
Cackie still buttered, a la Minnesota. She got the word woodle from
her gampa. He doeen't remember what it means. It seems to mean a

blte of esomething.
Sp numbered because I didn't know the datex

vuly &. She likes to be told who loves her. I'll recite the list.
She wante everyonme on. If I leave out .one, she will axx say, "And
Gampa loves?" "And Dédie loves?" (Dodic made a great impreselon

on her during the Minnesota trip.)

July B. Breaks something."Daddyx fix it. I'm gure."

July ‘I, Madchenm. Schmect gut..Rlght on de nose. (Which “eloss y
would say 1n pretending to fight her." Thie letter very good on

her reading al oud to her self.

I 2am baking. ”erian open cupboards amd bringe me pote a nd pahe and
‘with every one sape. " Dat e de girl." For we often pralse her
by eayibg, "That's the girl."

Pat Ahlers marrled.

“eyian will sit on our laps and read aloud, Or prétand to. She sounds
like a2 high priest chanting. Now ancé then we recognize a word. She
never misses the rhythm.

July I9. Has tasted white crackere. Now when Hannl hande her a
graham one she hands 1t back and eays, “Ander cackie." When I

was baking, she said, "Smell muffine." The word smell was new.

"Dere go de ante."

i



‘Hannl took a ribbon off a candy box and tled around her head. .
Merian was much excited and ran for me. "Mommie seec ." Then

ghe sald "Daddy sec' but he aas at work. Then she said "Hanni

take guggele shoemaker see." (Guggele Hanni'e pet name for her.)
July 2I. Delosy worki ng late. Merian: "Daddle mofiee, I wonder?"
Simple “imon met 8 ....." If you gay that, ehe comes in with the
"piegan". Does thie with many rhymee, both _erman and Englieh.

July 22. She comes into my writing room and saud "Lap." When

I take her up on my lap she saye "Glascee". When I glve them to

her, she pute them om and begins to pound the keys eaying,

NWrite a book." (I remember that so well.)

"Dere goes de traim. Daddy on it." (W- lived near the tralnme and

she could hear them.)

She would chant "A and P. Grocerles. Woodle . Mommie." I suppose .
this wae when I began to get her.ready to go shopplng.

Aug. 2. Merian sald to me.."Damp, mommie. Very damp." I askwd

where and she gaid, "Over in de corhah." I went to the cormer

and tit was extremely damp 2né & he was responeible.‘

She toved the 'tella doll. (Mother must have given it to her.) Ths
'tella doll was fed, glven drinke, put on the p ottie etc., Aleo sh e
ioveé a giraffe which ehe calle a horse.

Aug. 3. The depresesion has hit home. Daddle's (My daddle's job

at Strutweat collapsed. Some dishonorable deallnges fppma company

for which he had done much. e had a shock when 1t happrued. A

ag hour or go
temperary/loose of memory. The family withheld this news for 2

time but finally tols ¢ It had happened the day we vere on .
Don O'Connor‘e boat, I think. We were told about Struwear but

not about hds 1t affected him. I felt sick though, at th e time

h it was haprening. |
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Aug 4. E Riiey attended dinner for Fearl Buck....
Alex Woolcott there in white linen sult.

Helen wae the model for Joel s mot er.

NY World ‘elegram asks for an lnterview.

Merian goes swimming in pool, Now cries "Beach, Swim!" ané makes

swimning mot ions with her arme and shouts for Jjoy.

Westchester Life Interview. Baby runs into plcture. When we put

her out, she takes a blg Gook and sits down turning pages. A book

on george w shington she loved, especlally the picture o f *t ‘ernonm
Gershwin at piano for Rhapeody 1ln

Stagium for <ershwl n cobert. Geppge/GXFSHEUBH&EXRKHEHBEFXXH Blue.

Merian chants Minn-e-sgota,...a2untle ﬁelen...Minnesota....gamnie....

give woodle. She also goes about can lng daye of week.

Aug 22. Bhe saye "Great help" to “ea ase Long as she helpe Hanni

. glear dinner tab le.

Her love for 'tella doll.

Excitement over new table and chairs. '"Good time, mommie. Show
dacdy pop...chow Buddy. .She was eitting at table with Buddy and
another litéle boy who had come to see it, and whgn/ﬁaggée in,

she said, "Lete of excitement around here," a common expression of
my own.

She often saye "Good time", "hard work", "Being good." They are her

% favorite expresesions.

Dere goes de horse bringlng baby's mil k"...I write Note the bringlug

Aug 24. Baby on porch eaylng nureery rhymee. "018 Mother Goose,
went to 'the cupboard, to get her woolle =2 pone . "

Hanni wae away and I slept in her bed. When #erian woke up and saw
me she shouted Joke.

Aug. 26. Once a 1little babele had a woolle named Max'l.

Hanni golng to burn two caundles. One for Charming “ally and one for
Rose “arie.

Paramount synopeis of “harming Sally, o Geor P Fu tuam told Nannine,

e { plece
ga’ "excell it materl: wh 'ever they fecl ready to ma&e costume/J




Sept 5 ' q'ﬁy i ‘
Merlan to Warren: "Hot day". Warren; "Yes, VYery." Merian !

'ticky. Warren: yes, i1t'e very sticky. Merian: Hanni feels it, too.

-

Sept 4, Merian to *anni, imitating me: “ood bye, Tedopsy.
Haye a good day. Have you plenty of money?
Sept I4. Whea taxl came to take us to beach “erian loved. ehe

shouted, QHannif Taxen cab.

QK«§(Our Boeton tkip.

\¥ Merian deec at table, prancing and asking for woodiles. Saye Full

of priunes. At the beach che saw a red-haores baby and shrleked:

| ' Gigl
3t Johns Michigan. The Harte. Tell Rosemond Chapman.
Pepy 2I, Putting *“erian to bed at night described. "Lote of excitement
around here." "PaBdon me!" She always says pahdon for pardon.
Sept 27. A box from mother. Merian. "Hauni/ “et de sclssore.”
Gete pencils. "Baby mark only on paper."”
She loved to have ue write down the names of every one ghe knowe. .
“Tante “athleenx is Gigi'e mommie.".
"And how." her newest. "Baby wants a tiny piece awful bad."
Ask for a kise (pr anything esle) she says. "Am taturday.” (Onee
for a joke, I remember, che made it Am Tuesday and laughed with glee
at having fooled us.)
Triee to hold pencil betwe n her fingers as we do, not in fle t. der
own idea. She says, "Babele hold peuncil,"
Merian, making me write. "Now write Miss 5 opoilng Wet." Now write
"Daddy pu’s a collar around his neck. " (I eomment. "Howns that for
the start of a novel?"
fatle sends her a teaset opened while *arie Lolseau,an lnterviever,
1e here.
I epeak over WOR and when Hanni turns it on and M heare my volce .

ghe says, "Mommie back soon?"

| Oct II. Downetailrs after 1llness eshe agks for all her treasures:
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Oct II con'ct.

the double carde (the bridge deck; she heard us always saylng
. 'dotible') her musical chair (TStella “arn gave it to her), her

camel book (Alice Williameson's autoliography has a pilcture of a

camel), her Indilan book (olr history of the Am -ndlan), Her

Wachington Houese (mentioned acove, has a plcture of Mt wernon),

the chesemen, Etc. She patted& them and trotted off to play her
favorite ga me "Hanni 1n the *ark." Said "Bench too warm. Ander bench"
Lirotted to another bench, "Bench too cold etc.
Lycille coming out to epend the afternoon and see baby.
Oct I2, Merian supplles words. Once there were Bllittle.....“erian;
Rabbite. " And thete names were «++.Flopey Mopsy and Cottontall.
Oct I7. Lucllle gets nilcer as she gets older. Lese nervoius and
gself-center ed.Mentlions daddy's sandwiches.
Y-lossy is writing his book (King Ko ng.)

. Merian eprvads out all her dolle a nd animals. "Now mommie take 2
kodak."
Merian can cursey. A& funny little Yerman bob., Hannil calle 1t a
Knix. Mach ein knix, babele.#
Merian: Mommie., Baby wantes to see old Sitting Bull. Please Mommle.
(that was in tour American Indlan book. )
To tease us she said No to everything, even cookles, but when ve
asked her whether she loved Hannl she wouldp't €ay no.

‘3 ’a—ﬁ_rm;d\ L] 'L'M.L-I-l-u—- .

Afyer Oct I8 no more lettéfék Nov 9 a nd 2I I was to make talks

\n Philadelphia. 0o YO o & oo . S = TR PR P S
S !
GeetFoch G vy hiad ) buee £yoe— o prrmank,

Cauia_ &Anm»b thes Y{AAAL Cre G QAJ$&5@%—-c_cLHAL__

& Tty 57 de o= RN D I G spiechas
Buseck ;D YicweR , (Nad s prefael car< i
E)?'J(‘“ & C"\ : m'_t\}-{ © b_ra_Ab Centte & — %}l\/ @—-\"\m")%f‘ﬁ-? .
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Oct 7 Merian's coop.

Oct I3 also for desc of ““erian,

Oct. 5. Merian and the boy next door, a starl ng contest. Very

good for whe n ehe meets Bick s boye.

Oct 2I. Hanni and the pink coat. A very cute story.

Nox 3. Merian waves bye bye and auf wedersehen to every train that
passes. She looke to proper person when a name 1s mentloned.
Nov I4., I had a snapshot of Bick's boys. “ook it up.

Nov I9 . A VERY GOOD :ETTER. Buddy a pears. HGood. erlan has taken
2 steps alone. Took first step alone at 9 mo. 6 vweek days. Plays
patticake with Haani. Biker Biker rucken .

Nov. 23 *erian looking at her plcture book and humming. Thie is alspo
a good letter.

Nov 28 #erian singing

Dec, I5 She says Bitte whenever she sees the zwlebach box.

Uec I4, Marie Aleinikoof when Arnold dles. Good. Also Wie grosee

let das babele? and waves auf wedersehen to every train that



paseses, Every I5 minutes,

papa-by when felossy goes to work. Association of ideas.

Deve I7. She will reach for zwlebach box and say, Bittee.

Dec 22, VEPy Good. Hanni. "That baby is emart." She hauls cart
around coop.

Dec. 26. ?er firet Chrietmas 1e& wonderful. Calls everything
y€xcept a dog (which is a woo woo, she loves Loy dogs and hase

maay) a dolkli~ vro nounced daglis."
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kakkarsxhagkaxulen My father weat back to Minnesota, having
got himeelf a fine gob with a company in “rooklym in the midst

. '0of the depresclon. (Or rather permiesion to take home a gampls

. case and see what he could do, and he did plenty.) Mother stayed

on.a whlle. Nan gave a wonderful tea for her, full of celebritics.
Mother evidently did most of the writing home for the letters from
me ‘beglin after she leavese. I have another German nurege, Lina, very
g00d wlth **erlen but she didn't stay long because of a personal

- tragedy. Merlan got sick with one of hér bronchial colds.

The depresclion 1s deepening. Omxxaxx The banks closed. Everyone

at the “un received a $I0 b 111 instéad of a pay check...of course
the pay checks would have done not much good for there was no
bank open to cash them in. (We never did get much of our money
from the Pelham Bank. Some small percentage, I forget what.) I
write that we feel Roosevelt ie handling it well and our groger,
butcher, coal dealer are all treting us.

I say on March IO. "Monday if all goes well I'll start a new
novel." (It seems to a reader of the letters as though I had Jjust
finished one.)

Baby (now two years and dlmost two months) missed Stella. "I xai&
don't want Stella to go to Minn-e-so-ta," I told her
her you were getting things ready for us? (Ww were alwaye planning
tripe to Minnesota,)So later you told me reassuringly, ""She's only
making ples and cakes for us. * She polnted dreamély to your bureau.
#That & where she keeps all her bee-u-ti-ful things. *On the stool
. she wankxgxyauxxBraxxxizks 'called loudly for your bracelets and I
had to give her mine to pacify you."

March I3. Frank-Batt dles. The Sun arranges a flight to “etroit
for Yeloe. Merlan likes Lina on account of her Yerman acdent. I
tell my family. "You must all cultiva e “erman accents when we get
out there." We had told erian Delos was on sn alrplane. Later she
remakked, "By _eorge, daddy's on an airplade."

March I7. My routime for my writing and Mzxksmxdxs my time with
*erlan described. "Merian 1s just too sweat for deseription, Her
cheeks are scarlet from the spring wind, and with her yellow hair,
blg blue eyee and 1little tubby chunky figure. she looke too adorable.
She can be naughty, though/ She ran off with the table call bell
which she knows she is ‘not supposed to touchx (M. It's the glass

one with violete on 1it.) and shouted as ehe ran, "I'm disobeying,
mommle. Look at me, I'm dileobeying." Sometimes & e says, "I'm

being rude, ,ommie. "Bhe other day did something she was not
supposed to do and in the 1instant of discovery shouted, "I'm turning
over a new leaf, mommis,"

Une night while “elos was gone she stood and watched me eating for
a long time anc then saild, "You have nlce manners, mommie. Daddie
can take you to 3 restaurant.

. Whenever she 1c punsied she ¢ iles for Stella: "I don't want Stella

to go to Minnesota and make ples and cakes." But I assure her that
even if Stella wae here she wouldn't be let off her punishment., "
(M to M. Probably belng made to eit in & vcornzr. You were spanked
only once.)

Tullipe are up and thinge getting springlike but cold wing. _‘
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March 17 and Mar h22 letters both good for story.

In the m'dst of a party in “ew York, BEXSEXYXANENBEXEXEEXMEY
every tl me he came within whispering dista nc of me “eloscy .
xixpaxad -told me he wanted to g0 home and eee the baby,

I mxyx wtite, "And by the way what you think of Roosevelt? We

think he ie pretty good, and are taklng back all we said about ion
him before &lection.¥ (M to M. This continues for gome time, this opin/
I'm curious to see when our feellngs change. I flim remember that

we ahted the packing of the court.)

Merlan loved your little paragraoh about Bobble, motuer. (M to M.
Bobbie was the Fowlers ailrdale.) She is glmply too sweet for words.
“he beggars descrintion. VYelos brought her nome a little toy bird
and sald asplalunly as you or I would say it, "It's really

amazing how my daddle lovee me. " feally amazing is her latest
phrase. Everything 'ie amazing or thrilling.

She etill rune away with the salt and pepper shakers or something
from the table shoutingz, merrily, "I'm disobeying , mommie. I'm
being rude. " A twinkle in her eye.

M to M. Stella used to tell you a story about ue all driving to
Minnesorta when we got a car. You would cime into our bed in the
morning, put your head under the sheet amd say, "Has daddy made
the campfire, monnie? ""You make the coffee, mommie and I'll stir
the grapefruit." ;

Mar_h 22 1e also a wonderful letter. I went to the Flower Show.

"I am just bursting with new s about *“erian, who is so swect, so
pretty and so clever ., Don't tell anyone the thinge I tell you for

no one outslde the famlly would belleve them and they are absolutely
true. Sunday morming game into our bed and usual snd was so full of
fun -and so sweet, She began to tease me to get the blue book a2nd read
her poems. I didn't get up t o get the book but said, "What poem d@o
you want me to read, Merlan?" She would dig her head into the plllow
and say, "Let ge think!" Then sit up and recite 4 or 6 or 8 1lines
‘08 some poem, some I hardly knew or had forgotten entirely. Once

she said, "Isn't 1t too bad Stella isn't here to teach you." Some of
the oems she said, "I'll copy d#own for you." This impressed Delos
most of al;; it ie Walter de la Mare, I think. "

M to M. There follows 6 lines from "3 ome one comes a knocking at my
wee small door. "She really ecited all I have written. She says thhem
with such expression, imitating me." Saild 4 lines npof The before
Aoril." Then, "IfI was in a fairy book". Thsu a verse from "Away

be yond the Jarboe house" and just dozens of others/

"She 1s a little better behaved than when you were here about every-
thing but eating. She 1es very bad about that. The other day I heard
her pretending to give her doll the bottle. It was the kitten, rather.
She kept sayilng, "Swallowd Do you hear me, swallow.," (That wae

wh at we always' sald to youmx, erian. You tould take food im your .
mouth and hold it indefinitely.y

She shpwe great dlelike(for a time ) from being parted from either

of us., Ferhaps thought we would disappear as Stella had. For example
once started to cry and said, "I don't want daddy to go to the New

Yprk Sun and work for his baby," i‘
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You were Rranciag on my bed. I said, W"Don't walk on my bed, darlimg/ |
Sit down." You immediately got up agailn and saié impudently, "I

prefer to walk." 'She eaid 1t as plainly as I do and since then ha

used the word (Coreectly, too) several times. - ‘

She still talks a lot of Tom and Stella, remembers you both perfectky.
The other day she asked for,the poker chips "that Grandpa Tombom

uged to play teaparty with. (That was a2fsmous game between you.
Playing teaparty with the poker chipe and 1lnviting everybody

you sou'ld think of and laying out poker chlps to represent them.)

You loved playing with the toy kitten and I overheard. "Thie ie the
1ibary, Kitty. I am writing a book name of Early Candlelight." (Some-
times you would esay e Chabming Sally.) When Lina called you: "Go
back and wash your dishes, Lina. Kitty and I are at the Libary
writing “arly “andlelight." :

Afk&x You would ask for the Book of Foems and then go through 1t
and select the ones you wanted."B ook is unillustrated, and I dont
gsee how shke krows them. Not more than one or two mlstakes out

of I5 or 20 poemse.

Loves to pretend she is “elos, and the other night got up in hie
chailr and began to talkisx about being at the NY Sun, playlug

squagh and eo on. At last she said, "How dld my baby behave today? )
I told her very well and she inquired politely, "Did she wake up
with a dry dlaper?" When I eald ehe d1d, she saild, "I'm awfully tickled.

"I know it's hard for you to believe a;ll these etories, but s
mother, having se n her so recently, cam vouch for thelr probabllity.

saprch 30, Lots to copy from this one.

"Every night now when she goes to bed she makes Delogey wrap her up
in Miss “Yesele's big white shawl and carry her . She sayé,that , "It
remin® me of Christmas morning." And she'll say, 'Do you remember

how daddy plugged in the tree?' I have startedreadiug the psalms

out loud to her, began with the IOOth psalm. She gstopped me at the
word, 'lord' and aesked what it meant. I sald, 'God.' She made mé

read it through 5 times. The last time I said, 'Oh, you don't want

me to read that again, do you? Dont = you owant me to reac a different
one?' She said, 'No, I don't want you to read a different one.

Can't you Just hear her? Now she goes and gets the book and aske

me to 'read the poem about God.' Did I tell you how she asked

me to sing, 'I don't want to play i n your yard." When I
finlched she sald, 'Stella ued to sing me that lullaby. "

"I'ye stopper readiug to her for the present, as I think ehe RaBsxbeen
bverexcited for a few days. She asked me the other day, "Mother,
have I ever seen a meadow?" And again she sald to me, "I've never
geen a fairy 1in my whole 1ife.' As though she were a hundrec years

April 3. Lima's story and the Walsh dinner.

Am Bndated April letter, I c¢all April %, tells about Mary Allan's
last daye. In her delerium, "Kindness 1e the only thinmg that
matters. Kindneee. Kindnese." You could hear her all over the
hospital gloor. Would name the people she must be kind to, Kathleen's
bridesmaid and a darling person. Died at 49,
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Charley Kirch to dinuner. '
She had pilt out a nest for the bunny, of course. .
Our Easter described./All her rresents. A drese from Stella with
little pockets, A duck from “elen and Frank. "She simply adores
it, amd carries it everywhere. She hae a faborite poem called, "The
Buck and the Kangaroo.' Turne ¢ to “elos and said, "Daddle, I
want to ask you a question." "What, *¢érian?" "Ie thie the duck
that went riding on the kangaroo." When he told her it probably
wae, ghe was g0 imporessed. Inelsted that the bunny wit h the
carrot 1n its mouth (M to M another present, I suppose) was a kangaroo
80 Deloe strapped the duck to its back with a rubber band and she
was in heaven. Hannl sent 2 sllk dress and a beautiful bunny with
@ muetache....I let Merian talk to her over the phone ané she gave
a8 regular monologue , running something 1like thie, 'Thanks you,
Hannl, Come and see us, Ha nnl. We'll give you some cookies. And
the little green leaves are coming out on the lilace, Angd spring
ie almost here. And that's a nice bunny, Hanni. I 1likee his
hie whiskere." etc.

She ran to the radio aund turned it om. "I wante to hear G.B.S."
This wae the night Shaw spoke 1uo N.Y. You k now she never forgets
anything if she hears 1t once. When I didn't turn it on, she said,
"I don't think the radio us dull, mother."

The baby talks circus (Deloe and I were going) all day lomg.The other
day I was telling her about it and how it had lions and tigere and
elephants and she interrupted, "Ané don't forget the hippOpotamuses'b
She gald it very elowly and dldn't leave out onme syllable. :

April 25

Lima's troublee(concerned her husband and her own little girl,) =i na
was crying and “erian went up to her ao anxlouely and =aid, "Do you
know I had cocoa last night for supper, ~ina? Wasn't that exciting?"
Trying to cheer her up.

We took Merlan to see the Sternes, the first time we had taken her
calling, and she certalnly covered herself with glor....The garden

was 1n ite glory mdaithe baby was enchanted with it and began to call
all the flowers by name - forsythia, daffodils, tulips, panéles, etc. -
to the Sternes' astonishment. y picked her a bouauet of pansies

and when ghe took it she said, 'Thanks you.' She began t o examine

them and at laet looked up 2t him and esaid, 'Doesn't this look 1like

my daddy's mustache?" And be gan to laugh. The markings om the pansy
81d 1look like a mustache. She‘was thrilled to plsces with the dog,
Dixle, and hile keunel. She saw Dixie before “re Sterne joilned us and
began to tell her all ab out it. She egaid, "I saw hie 1little kennel--
and the dish that he easte out of -- and there's a little - vase -

that “e drinks out of." S he told about the mustache on thé pansy, too.
I asked her to recite the poem about szbout pandies 2 nd she Regary
sald, "Ralning, ralning, all day long ---" Then cshe broke off to say
"That(e the way it begins." (M to M There'slots more of this.")
After we got home the 'phone rang anc it was the Sternes and they
wanted to know 1f we knew hour rmarkable she was. They sald they
couldn't stop talking about her....Of course the% are unueually
sweet with chlldren, and I think the garden and Dixle excited her.

Today she was vplaying she was Delos and said ,"Well tonight
I'm going to bring Merian home some snimal crackers. I think ‘

T e B L1 L L e
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She has lots better manners than when you were here. (Had

thabked all the Sternes profueely.) When we are alone, she
hates to be left out of the conversatlon and will eay, "Please,
mother, please daddle, talk with me. " I sald today, "Well, then
what ghall we t=lk about?" She .ptumzdgx plumped hereelf down and
eald conversationally,. "The weather." I said, "Well, I thinmk it's
getting rakhex quite like summer, don't you, **erian?" And she sald,
No, I thinmk that winter is here."

Wpril 26.
*ary Allen dled on my birthday.tiarl calls the next morning g.

is

I tell abp out the birthday in/tEaxmeExE X KERF XAXREXXRE XXX XX XXX XX
Delos came in early laden with presente. To my great surprise Lina
had made a birthday cake. I opened all my presents and "the baby was
g0 excited.".....Delos gave me among btherthing s The Oxford Book

of Buglish Yersea d pf course the baby thinke 1t wae bought for her
cspecial benefit. The opening verse is Chau cer & Loud silng Guckoo
and ~elos read it aloud and ever since she has been begging me to
read it. Thie morning I read her Wordeworth's poem about the
daffodile, and she listened wlde eyed 2ud when I finiehed she sald, |
"Sut what about the crocusee?" |

This morrning when sghe wae on the pottie, I heard her chanting,
just exasctly as I am writing it and so fdramatically:

Love is in the greewnwood, dawn is 1n the skies,
Abd Marion 1e waiting with a glory i n her eyes.

Alfred Moyes' Robln Hood and so approprlate to the pottie. This is
in her"own Silver Yeunles book, of course, and she haes heard 1t many
times. !

Another April undated,

Luscious 1s the only word that desc 1bes _our baby. She 1es so fat
and roly poly and tanmed and cute. “ell ele n that the Rochester
postcard made a hit because &t was a picture of a library and ehe
thought' 1t was where I went every day tow rk.

Yeeterday I heard her telephoning you. Sh= gaid, "Stella, come
back this way and make us a nother birthday, with two candles om
it. You can let me play with your bracelete w hen T sit o n my stoolle'

May 3. It's now legal to make homemade wine (has been for some time
eince I 'well remember Hanni helping us make 1t)Obut now note a
reference to it. : .

A new maild. Anita L&lienthal. German and Merian likes her. Merilan
@R

Merian on the streetcar with us. "8ee the tr:ee go by. See the houses

go by. Saye to someonc "How my father and mother wilsh they

could take me to the eircuei"

She plays that the coruner behind the blg chair ies Minnesota and
Takes the little bpaper satchel her animal crackers come 1n

abd goes there to visit you. Comee back and telle all about
you, sometimes bringing Bobble to see 1s. RaysxexExyxihimx
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She saye everything and uses the longest words coreectly.
May 9,11 .

In one of these letters she had some small acc 'ident. Then
playing .she was Delosey .she saud, "I used to have accident s,
yoo, when I wae a 1ittle boy." Also playing ehe 1s “elos,
My little girl is as good as gold." 1

Dorothy geralch"s Yxkkxaxgaugkk "Joan" 1is born.
Lately Merian has taken to say ing, "Ism't ot ridiculous."

merian not nearly so shy as she was and when shaxmakxkhe Newsoms

came to dinner, she .met them before going up to b:d, and when ehe
<;%f1 them sald, "Goodnight. Sweet dreams."
M to M [ S

ere 1s one that went to my heart, I must explain that aExXiemg when
g my father had been with us the previous winter he had had his
car with him, and we somctimes went ridlug,. Deloesy always drove soO
I eat in front with him and mother and dd4d in back with you, mother
usually holding you.)

"The other day I staerted to esing, "Spring Once sald to
the nightingale'/ ,eria n came ruanning ober to me and put both arms
around my neck end gave me a blg hug and crled in the most dellghted
tone, 'I remember that.®' I sald, "Who used to sing it to you?' And
she gaid, 'My mother.' 'I said, "Your mother?' Aud she looked
rather ashamed and sald, 'Well, it was your mother, and she used
to hold me like this when we went out 1 n Grandpa Tom's taxi", and
gshe put her arme as though she were holding a éoll, Wasnm t that .
sveet? Amd wasn't 1t nlce that she remembers her Grandpa-Tom
after 21l this time. Snother time she wanted me to say her the
poem about Stella, I dldn't know any poem about Stellaﬁ and she got
her blue book and turned the leaves rapidly and eaid, “Here it fe.'
And there was a poem that started out,

"Whenever the fir burne red and low,
And the houee upstairs 1ls still,
She einge me a queer little eleepy song...etc ."
" I thought that was very sweet, for mother dildsit
begside the fire and sing to her so much.

"I have been meaning to tell you that Merian ien't
nearly so shy as she omzx was...etc. etc. (M to M. I simply can't
copy it all amd there is go much that is wonderful."’
erlan and 4nita great chums.

: "Yes, I think you can take her visiting when we ocome to
Minnesota. She 1g hardly shy at all anymore ané even talke to people
who talk to her when we are out walkimg/ I do notice that there 1is

a difference in people. But to anybody now she willl make the proper
responses Qalthough che 1s creful who, she 1s left al one in the
room with.'

Merian now welghs 35 lbe. exactly. .
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Exx¥ixxxxExxgxxxx The book I had started earller was evidenyly
not the one that turned out to be One Stayed at Welcome. IxXgEEN
EEXKEEEXEXENAE The first one I planmed was about Philadelphia. I
remember that I went there to do some research. Then I changed to
a Mapkato story. Now, May I6, I decide on One Stayed from 1 wXaKX
"gcompletely outlined, fresh and delightful plot....Delos had made
the plot from a clipping I had cut from au sanivereary lssue of the
Faiymont Sentinel. etcG.....I wanted terribly got Delos to do 1t
with me. Ut was hile story and very much up hl s 2lley....He wae a
1ittle troubled and I was, too, by my inabillty to get a book
going, and 21k in all I persuaded him to collaborate....Dick Walsh
delighted.

Dinner at Sternee.....one of the men who has a 4 year old daughter
esald he simply had to tell a story about her, She had sald, 1in
answer to a question about something, "I quite enjoyed 1t.W" He
thought 1t had sounded so grown-up and cute....Delog threvw me a
look that I wish you could have seen. It epoke volumes., After we
got home he said, "Our two year old daughter only puts 27 Zords
into one sentence.' But I thought better of it."....Roy hawever
had launched into a description of her.

Next day Emma came to help me buy white dailsies, yellow nasturtiums
and ageratum for the window box. Told “erlan they were golng to

give her one of Dixie s pupples. Merlam sald. "I will neme it

Phando., Reason why my mamma had a little dog named Phando when

che wae a little girl; and my daddie will make 1t a kenne 1." @hen
we got back with the flowers che almeot lost her mind with delight

in them. Pranbed about the vporch and, after “elos got home, aselsted
in putting them 1n. :

Sat night #e are having Nannlne and Tommy.,theNewinge and the Sternes
for éinner. ...I thought it would be a good 1dea to pay all my

debts at once...Then “an phoned Delos and gald Alige W1ll 1laomeon

was in towm #pém London and could they bring her and a boy friend.

and “elos sald 'Sure.' So we are having I 2 people for dinner, with

dilehes and silver for 8 and a cook that can't cooK....s1 buy some

big puff cushions to put on the floor

You asked, mother what we thought about Roosevelt , and we thlnk
he is swell. We take back everythlng we sald about hom. He can even
kise his segretaries on the frount page of the Timee 1s he wlll con-
timue to make thinge happen the way he 1ie doing. I always dld

1ike her although I think ehe 1s a nut,

Merian's favorite word e 'difficult.’ "Thie le awfully diff-i-
cult" she will eay ae she puts her doll into the carrlage or make 8
house out of blocks.

May 24, Katle hase glvan a speech at a luncheon for Lavwrence Tlbbett.
I have a newepaperplcture of tiat. Fins it and put it 1in here.

At the age of 2 years and 4 months the ch1ld can at last sing a
eong! She 1 sn't going to be a monotone, at least, alta ough I dom 't
think she is especilally musical....It ie a Yerman nursery song. I
only get the firet linoe which goes:

Hanschen kleln

amd then to give you tne swing of it
Decdel dein
Deedle deedle deedle kleln...
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Merian knowe all the words; two verses; 2nd she gets
the music almost perfectly. Flate just a trifle on the high notes
altho she ralses her eyebrows and makes a terrific fuses ever them.
She not only sings 1t for us upon request but she elngs it,
vhether renuested or not, in a loud shout from morniang until anlg ht.
Has been doing it downstairs for the last half hour. Of course I
long for fatlie to hear her.....Sometimee she gets tired of the
Yerman worde and makes up E nglish-ones, They don t make sense
but they unfailingly rhyme. (Underlining, aes of I96I.}x Eive a
eample.¥

There & a dog
See a-~frog.
Daddie , mommie, boodle bog.':

Different every time she singe 1t but it alwaye rhymes.
I thought Deloes would burst lsughing and the baby stopped indignantly
to ask: " What are you laughing for?"

The baby adores “nita and wlll let 1s go off anywhere
any time if Anita has her in charge.

I wae intervelewed by Westchesér Midweek.(Look up pie.)
May 3I. Real summer weather although raining’

Stella “arn and Mary Margaret lcSride out with a lovely book for
Merian.' (Could that have been the Geography book ?)

We took Merian to see the “‘emorial Day parade. She almost
exploded. Was very good and had a lovely time but got over- .
excited for she ¢ 1ed when she got home and sak& couldn't eat

her luanch. She Kept saying, " I am too tired for that band." Foor
little tike. .

We have bought her a sandbox from Macy'e.
""" Today Merian is demanding ¥® , 1n epite of the rainm, to
be taken up to the Main St. to see the parade. SYe eeems to think
1t is still golng on up there,.

Ju&e 2s .
The jokes I accumulate from **erian in one day. Yesterday when I
emerged from my writing, she sald to me, How di¢ the book go?

She 18 begiunning to play with other children in the park and 1le very
glow to get acquainted. You wouldn't call her timid -- she has lote
of spirit --- but she just 1likes to take her time gettin acgualnted.
Yesterday, when we started out, she said, "I don't want to play with
any little playmatee in the park. "I salé reppo vingly, "Wh ¥
Merian, don't you like your 1little playmates? " She answered, 'I
like pupplee and kittens better than I do my little playmatee." We
are setting up the sandbox today and I am going to have children to
play 1n it with her several daye a3 week, untll she gets acouainted

with them.# .

i er favorite story is one Yelos tells her about me writing up in

a tree. When we are walking and she sees 2 tree she likee, she will
gtop and say, "Ie that the tree you wrote lm when you were a little
ﬁirl?" When ehe wante a story, she will climb up into my lap and eay,
Tell me about my home 4t Minnetonka."

i




19893 ----Merlan 2 and i ---we are stlll at Second Ave. =9= '
Felham duplex.

New book had to be delivered by November oOr “Yemember ."I am

feeling well ané am very hsppy. Meriank ls perfectly well now that
summer 1e here. Bhe gwallows, too. There nas been no trouble about
her eating elnce she started playing outdoors...3Je 1ls quite well
behaved, but not a model child by any meane. She is a little bundle
of mischief and has so much pep and spirit. Nobody 1s golmg to tread
ou her toes. She 1g 0ld enough and blg enough and advanced enough to
start school right now but @€ couree they wouldn't take her yet. It
1e actuzlly true that she le old enough to go, though. She is very
advanc @ for her age. ;

One little girl that she dién't like tried to play with her ain the
park, and she satid , "Gp away little fat baby. I don't like you,
11ttle fat baby. Can't you see I'm busy?"She seeme to like little
boye better thanm little girle. but now and then she wi1ll accept 2
1ittle girl too.

June 3. Delos to Tom and. Ste1lae ... "more social than we had
thought her. Yesterday Irmengarde brought young Paul out and the two
got along eplemcidly. 'hie wae in dil-ect contraet to the relations
which had developed when we put Merian 1n with 3 or 4 children 1in the
park earlier this week. Then she an nounced that ehe was "too busy"
to play with any of them, and that beeléce we was only a "little child"
and ought to be let alone. With faul there wae a different epirit.

He 1ifted her up ~-- four and & half hoieting twl and four monthe --
and that broke the ice magnificently. Merlan waked up this mornlng
agking 1f that boy was coming agaln, and wmem FPaul went away last
night asking when he mlght come agalneves

Mgypian hae her first silzeable thmble. Falls face forward on the
gravel path of the oark.Hacbeen all scratched the day I and Paul
came.

June 6. She alwaye says "fhanks you " for “Thank you." Every time
Paul had picked her a flower or a weed, she had eald, "Thanks you."
Far from scting as she did today when she sald to me, "I shout. I
ixxsnxxnanxtzx?nuxzxtxaixxtkhxﬂtatxxRathbunxxﬁxtxxﬁktnxgxxpixxxi
¥xgkxxxkemx yell and scream., I epeak ln a tone." (Meaning a loud
tone, I suppoee, eometilng I am alwaye ecolélng her about.)The
other day , when she 416 somethin naughty, she sald to me, "I'm

looking you straight in the eye." And then ghe dlc 1t agalun.
She ie & handful, but so sweet.

The weather 1s warm and “eloe comes home early to lie out in the
backyard ln the beach chair and go to bed early. The gsandbox, the
pest lnvestment we ever made....Merlan makes lemon ples for her
daddy by the dozen.

June 8. I am asked to plnch hit for Yearl Buck at a November spesking

‘engagement and that gete me in touch with an agent.

Fowlers are coming to visit. Anita will take the couch 1in Merisn's
room, o Fe can have the blg back room to themeelves,. RExXamxix

merlan le getting brown and scratched and battsred from her con-

etant playlug out...I had a 1ittle boy from down the gtrcet come to
play with her in her sandbox. They got along bedut ifully but the

first thing the next moruning ehe sald to me, "Don't have my 1littl:
playmate come to play with me today, mommie. I like toO

play in my playbox alone." I know juset how eh feele as I am |
l'i:..t 5
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that way myeelf, but nevertheless I am continulng to bring in
klde of all ages and silzes to get her accustomed to them.

(M to M. Some of thie mlght be helpful to Barbara Northrup,
gince Michael has no brothers and sisters.)

We eat on the porch and sit out in the back yard of an evening. .

Shouldhave noted -earlier that I saw Otis Skinner play Uncle
Tom in a revival of Uncle Tom's “abin. We get in lots of
wonderful theatre. We really see everything worth while.

June I4, She 1s very affectlionate to ue; particularly to Lelos. He
1s Just the arple of her eye, and she greete hom when he comes
home from work and sende him off 1n the morning with hugs and
kiscses, while all day long she pretends she is him. It iz her fav-
orite game. I am very glad we let Hannl go,, for plalnly Merilan 1is
a chlld of very deepk affections centered in a f&x very few people.
Without meaning to at 2ll, Hannil would have, absorbed so much of
that affection which Merlan now 1lavishes on us. She will never
forget "annl, and that I m glad of. It xds a very seweet memory for
her to have, But I think-1it was very wise to let her go before
erlan was any older or fanni would have had too blg a place in her
Heart to be held by anyonme not of her own family.

Every day ehe says so many cute and funny things. Last night she
was teading me to let her stay up, "just until daddy hears the
baseball scores." Whenever she Goes anything naughty (¥ to M , I
ghould have mdde that .'sometimes') she egaye, "Excuse me, mother,
for doing such a terrible thing. " And then she hurries to ask for

a story/ .

When ehe ue talking to me about “eloe she says, "Daddie"; to an
outsider like ~re Sterne, she saye, "My father". amd to Aunita she
eaye, "Mr LoveTlace."

E,ma Sterne took ue to Glen Islané. Merian took her pall and dug
inddstriously. She wae frightened off the swinglng door which
admite one to-the beach. but after we passed torough it eshe salid
to me, "Next time shkx we come to the beach I won 't be afraid of
that door." (M to M. Ien't that really amazing."

" Must etop now and tuck my baby in for nap. Dié I tell you that her

two favorite storles are the one Delos telle her about how I used to
write up 1n a tree and one I tell her about bBlck andme taking our
suppere up on Center Street hill.

June I9, Delos has take n up. tennis

June 2I, Many plans for Fowlere forthcoming viesit. Delos has got
a pass for Frank to see a blg ocean lliner. Somethlng he had vauted
to do. Merian ie “"properly barbered and shampooed for them."

Merian wae adorzble with Marie. Aleinikoff. Sat on her lap and sub-
mitted to being hugged and kissed/ She played she =wae daddy for
Marie's benefit. Once out of a cdéar eky, che remarked to

“atie, "There are two extrabage of sané for my eandbox. My daddy .'
Keeps them in the garage." I didn't even know the knew we had

two extra bags of dand. .

June 27. Saw the Fowlers drive away (M to M it had been a glorioue
vielt) with a lump in my throat. Merian couldn't have teen
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aweeter than she was with them both. She s21d to me thie
sorning, "I just love Aunt delen."Xxxx......M to N dn addition
. to taklng them sightseeing, theatre, trip around the islanmd,
fg3dio City, 4nd th e Ralnbow Room, we gave an evening party for
them. "Helen wore her evening dress and looked perfectly beautiful.
{ was ea proud of her. Delos gpoke especially of how lovely che
ooked. Eeoi B S '

(M-to M, In earlier letters I say how much Mary Ann Clarke remings
me of Helen. So gadmty and erect and soft vbileced. T aleo say that
§ocl's mother in The Charming Sally 1s patterned after ©e len.)

July I. Merilan talks about Fowlers all the time...and sald one thing
about mother the other day that I must't forget to tell. I took her
on my lap and she wanted me to sing to her 'Jjust 1like Stella'. I
etarted to sing "I dreamt that I dwelt 1n marble halls" which she
loves so much, and she interrupted me to eay, "Don't sing that one
about the bucket." It must oe 'The old Oaken Bucket' , I suppose.
She dldn't say Stella had sung 1t but you must have, I'm sure I
never cld.

We are buylng a car instead of golng on a vacation.

July x. Blanche out and we took her to Sternes garden...ls 1o 1ite
full glory with the roses and all, It was go lovely and he had mint
juleps out of doors. Merlan wae simply too preclous for worde.
Played with them aml and pald no atteatkon to elther Yelos or me

* until it wae time to go ho,e. Emmz found her working by hersgelf
under a bilg tree, plling up moss, 400 asked her what ‘she was dolng
and she said, bullding a house for a falrye.

Eesex Terraplane of last years model, I932. A very pretty little
emoke-blue sedan. We are as tickled ae two kids with 1t.

- and “elos e vacation
July I3. We are ueing ththe dar/for househunting and that means
many long rides into “ersey and Westchester. "We heve abandoned
“egtchester County in-our minds, and although I 1llke 1t here and
am very fond of a few friends, I will be glad to leave 1t for 1t
‘e a millionaire community 1 n which we don't belong. I think we
w111l keep our friends here even 1f we do move to Yeregey. "The
weather hae been simply perfect and all our tripe are plcnle and
pleasure tripe. Naita and *erlan occupy the back seat.. Meruan 1is the
“ world s best rraveller. She eimply adores it ané never wantes to

go hofle, When we got home at 7.30 last night, she protested about
getting out of the car and asked,"Will you take me travalling
tomorrow." This morning when I went to wake her 1 found her standing
up in bed and she grected me with, "Are the golng to New “ersey
today?" ' |

She heard us say we were in Jersey dnd aesked, "Ie thle Lavalette?"
Must have heard us mention Lavalette, New “Yersey. A

e She amuses herself in the back ceeat telllng Apita stories. S he
§ starte out, "Now I'll tell you eomething, Anita." 3nd then I wish
q\.\ you could hear her. All about Dixie or Bobble ---they are her

. _: favorite hero ané herolne -- and hov they had bizzmkk dog
blscult and canteloupe mnd how they vent on the Toonervellle
Truly, etc xm& on and on.




L. |

-I1933 con't

> takes after me about liking the travelling and the
Plonlce. Yesterday she sald, "I want to eat my plcnic in a
'meadow, €0 we did. She always gets a Dixle cupn, and how she
BRRuE Into 1t! ' v Py

Thie morning she found me washing stockings and gaid, “Are you
washlng stockings juet 1ike Aunt Helen?" %Gameg you had played
With Aunt Helen are mentioned...the parade...the Indlan ha.t.(

~aet night Merian got some butter on her finger and said, "My
God." In just the fome Yelos uses when something goes wrong with
the car. Uéloes ga ve me 2 look that ssid he wougd have to mend his
waye, Yelther of us smiled so it magde no imprecesion on her.

Thie mornlng Delos aeked for a hug and she sald, "I'11 give you a

hug Bat don't say, 'That's the ticket,® Because that's not a nice

wOord to use." Nelther of ue remember when Delos ever sald, 'That's
: the ticket" she she remembers everything forever. Just why she

;f thinke 'That s the ticket' 1e improper is beyond ue."
Ny ;

il DRl i

At Playland the dige in the eand and swims on Deloe ‘e shoulders.
They were having a free circus ang “erlan stared at the parade,
clowne ang ponles etc in ecstacy., Turned to me and said, "On,
mother, fsn't this a lovely Memorial Yay parade." (M to M. I
don't pelleve you ever called me 'mother', certainly not often,
but in typing I must have unconsclously substituted it for the

‘mommie' I remember you using. )

We are having such fun on these day long weekend trips, taking &
Merian, She is 80 good, She even takee naps in the car. Onge w-= toowr ™
took her to a restaurant and eshe behaved Just beautifully but didn't ]
eat anything; she was too excited . So we aren't going to try that Ll
again . !

She “1s a 1little thin,for her , because shé is groving so fast but
browner than a berry from the be ach, and very well ang gturdy,

July 20, I933. :

Whenever Meria n pivks up amy oléd ki1 nd of a piece of paper, sle
eays, "Shall I read you a letter from Grandms Stella?" Ané then
shereads it aloud, mentloning each one of you, especially Eugene. 3
Once she said, %And on Paturday night, Grandpa Tom and I went to a
lovely party,"

We are still combining writlng; houSehunfing'and beach going. Stgrwqgw
and Bartnetts both made a terrible fuss over out plam for leaving
"estchester amd started right in to try to find houses for ls.

I'm asked into the Pelham Mamor Club,

k cat has been having kittens under kha Mise Fowers' po
' creamj of course, all of ue rush out to
2log the bables. The other night, af
an sald, "But mommie, waere ig the
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,ig;ﬁ?'ﬁfﬁgr”ﬁé_ﬁfﬁﬁx Zoega&&_éﬁqf@g;?%
rtle," They do really let children ride

m a turtle, 28 3 A . Mo
.&san'*ﬂ' _a%rla*ﬁ be in Tth heaven, a4 1'\;

If somebody there 1e thinking about my birthday, he can ge-qqg te
Minnetonka and take a kodak plcture which shows the h ouse when |
trees are in full leaf and then enlarRe it and maybe tint it gm&
gend it to me to hang in our apartment. This houschunting makes
' 4e both homesick for Minnetonka, and I wish you gould hear Meriagf
' talk soout it....By the way, “elos doeen t like pfbturea tinted y

~ maybe not that, un{ess tf it were awfully well done., (M to M, H o
" jice that we found the beautiful felhutchinson apartment which we
: ~ all adored, and only left it get into the Pelham schools.) 4 4

- P.S. Would you be good enuf when you are out with the car to

. stop into a2n oll statlion and get me a map of Mlnnesors? I fimd I
haven't one here and ne=d one badly. Thanks. Love., M. (M to M

I should think I would have needed one badly.)

.'-. J—Uly 26-
. Wasn't Roosevelt & epeech grand ? I think he's great.
Merian has s bad bronchil cold, Dr E saye we must coddle her in

" every way until she iz 0ld enuf to be lnoculated. The poor little
. chicken 1e as good as gold/

. !‘;l A i ,‘-'l,"\'-" q
~. I look forward to the apartment on spite of losing #puta. How I .:%!
" will love the heat and the lexury of living im such a beautiful =~ = 5
"a-;p.la.GE__i. , :‘.:.'.._ .
o @? ﬁélﬁﬁ g golorer pencils have Just saved the day duripg her illnesss
~ The other day she was coloring one of her plcture booke and o v
_ looked up to me to say, "I think that's effective, don't you, s
. mother?" - IR ok

SN W g ' d
'wgﬁfiﬁuﬂnni came in to see her while ehe was sick and Meriaun was Just ;Lii-
& Btruck dumb with Dlise. When she epoke the flret thing she esald <
. ' " My Aunt Helen and Uncle Frank came to se- me but they I3

't bring Bobble. They left him in Minnesota with GrandBa ‘

ella and Grandpa Tom '."

' '%har day she e lettrifled me by saying, "When we went riding
randpa Tom's car, didn't we ser lovely old-fashloned houses?™ =

fouely hot. Delos on early hours ané gets home at 4 and take ;
; a%?a'fiﬁe to cool off. y

as t ‘to saying, "In that case..." Everything I sa
ve and sayd, "Well, in that cage.....s0



- W srﬁey 1 had her out in the park‘ We oatie "to a8
® Tittle dell, She looked sbout 1t with gr at satis

- eaia, "Monnip, doee thie look somethlag like Man
o
e She agked me yestersay when Stella was coming ta 8
- u': "So.0n, E hope". amé she said, "Bo you  uppose she '
i Boncay?
 ,}h“- Bhe had an accident and I reporved her for | t sayl
PR en are you golng to st'p having accldents?" She

eek from Friday, at 8 o'clock in the morning."

-f,]ﬁi She was lylng ln bed eupposed to be taking her na .
B her say, "Tonight a very dear friend 1s coming to @
13:_,f neme 1= Mr Bob (It was Bob Blampiled). :
B want you to be very polite to hil m and 1f you are
8 dixle cup." (M to M. I hope I never said that.)

~ WNugust 7

We have declded on taking the avartment. Delos t"ié
- keep full time hekp until D fénish the book, at

-;: to keen “nita who ie eplemdid but she will hqve

ae I can't increase her wagee probably won - wan

_ﬁMgrtan (eating cereal): Who makes kittenes, mo mml

" Yother, " hy cate meake kittene. Amd 1f you want
m ust sak 2 cat to make you one,
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