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My grandfather, Jamee Adolphus Hart, left Canada in the
mid eighteen~fifties and came to Calmar Towkship in Winneshiek
County, Iowa to homestead land, He left behind him, teaching school
in St, Williams, Canada, Arosamond Price, to w%om he was engaged.
' d took her rYallroadd tyain’ ar
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silx silk dresses, a sewlng machine and her mahogany melodeon,

After a few years the growing family moved to Prankville
Township, to a farm near Odsian. Pioneer life was hard, as we all
know, but Arosamond had a gay spirit which was not quenched, She was
a very determined person, too. She resolved that her children should
haeve a gentle upbringing and {%s%i11eg’ fine manners in every one of

e, When the epuntry school was not in session, she taught them
herself at home; and she brought them up to be deeply religlous asg

she and James both were, The Methodists met in an old log bullding but
there was no Protestant church in the vielnity and Arosamond made up
her mind that there should be.

In June of I876 she got out a sheet of paper and James
headed the subscription 1ist for a "church house", pledging $I100,
*homas, my father, then a bhoy of thirteen, hitched a team of horses to
a wagon and drove his mother out to raise Qﬂ&?rﬁsifﬁf w6 money, lolver
Holvorson and Phineas Banning matched James's Pledge and others gave

varying amounts, My father never forgot that summer and told my sisters
and me many stories about the drives with his mother and the fun of
watching the lést of pledges grow.

His mother was dainty, feminine, persuasive., While a farmer
was explalning that times were hard, her eyes would rove over the
barnyard and she would suggest "a pig from that fine new litter" or
"that handsome calf, yonder." She always got one, I den't find piglets
or calves on the subseription 1list but I know they were given and can
only assume they were translated into money pledges and markdd Paid,
There were some athlests in that part of the county. My father always
referred to them as'infidels '..,but with the friendliest good will,
He told how Grandma Hart would remind the infidels that they might 1like
a church nearby 'when your daughter is married' or 'when your time
comes to die.'

The sheet of paper became three sheets sewn rogéther, By
August $II53.25 had been pledged and the Articles of Incérporation
of the United Brethren Church were filed. (Later 1t became the Oentennial
Methodist Church,) It was to be used by all Orthodox Christian denominat
tions and to be open for all funerals.

Grandma Hart was buried there three years later. She was only
forty-five. She had left her stamp on every one of her nine children, and
her grandchildren and ewen her great grandchildren are aware of her, Many
of us have been taken to Washington Prairie to see "Grandma's Chureh, "

It qas a great pride to my father that at his father's death
in I9I3, he was given...by vote of his brothers and sisters,.,.the old
subscription list which I am now happy to put into the care od the
State Historical Soclety of Iowa. ]
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STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA IOWA

Department of Publications

January 6, 1965

Mrs. Delos W, Lovelace
774 West Eighth Street
Claremont, California

Dear Maud:

Many thanks for the lovely commission you handed me in
your Christmas letter.

William J. Petersen, superintendent of the State Histor-
jcal Society of Iowa and a long-time good friend of ours, is
delighted. He had heard of the old church on Washington Prai-
rie and considered it important in Iowa history. To have
possession of the two original documents would be wonderful.

Grandma Hart's great, great treasure will be in good com-
pany. The State Historical Society of Iowa is now in a new
building of its own on the Iowa campus. It is one of the big-
gest and most active in the middle west.

f you will send the material to me, with any information
you may wish to add to the really exciting story in your letter,
the gift will be most gratefully received by the State of Iowa.

Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. As Grandma
Hart would say: God bless you.

For 1965, and for many years to follow, all good fortune
to you and Delos.

Much love,
./ 2e, (

/ “L

Good letter from D. to follow.
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