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.JI THE

o CHRISTIAN MINISTER’S
AFFECTIONATE ADVICE

TO
| A MARRIED COUPLE,

CHAPTER 1.

Important nature of the Marriaze Union—Danger
of remissness in Daties formerly paid—Treat-
ment of Relations.

Tue marriage velation is the most impor-
tant of any you are capable of forming in
this life. It is not your own happiness only,
but that of others also, that may be affected
by an improper behavior in this connection.
It is & union constituted with a view not
merely to the reciprocal benefit of the two
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4 ADVICE TO A

persons who agree to form it, but likewise
to the manners and the happiness of society
at large.

Smaller communities are the nurseries of
larger ones. Ata certain time oflife a trans-
plantation is made, and the larger field of
society takes its character from those qual-
ities which were brought into it from the
little inclosures of family life. Youare there-
fore not to consider yourselves merely as
two friends who have agreed to share each
other’s trials or enjoyments; but as the
founders of a little community of rational
and immortal creatures, who may hereafter
found other small communities, and from
whom, in process of time, a multitude may
spring. To this multitude, stationed here
and there according to the allotments of
divine Providence, you may give a cast of
character, the influence of which may be
matter of pleasure or of pain, hoth to them-
gelves and those with whom they are con-
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nected; long after you have ceased to act in
the present scene. And though you may
never move far from the spot on which
these observations are addressed to you;
yea, and ere long be forgotten even in this
]||':t]c cirele; yet the good or evil influence
of your conduct on this circumseribed spot
may take such a range, as to be felt where
the name even of your country is scarcely
known. )

BPL even this, though a large view of the
possible extent of your influence, is com-
paratively but a confined one. It may be
!’(zlt to eternity. The members of your 'l'u,m-
ily are immortals. Such also will be their
SUCCESSOTS. They will not only have a place
in society, but an aceount to render to God.
Before him they must appear at the great
andit of the world, “to receive au.‘u:);:niing
to the things done in the body, \\-'ht_-.th(:r
they be good or bad,” 2 Cor. 5 :II{I; and to
you they may be in some measure indebted
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for the terror or the fransport they may
feel at that solemnity.

From these considerations, see the im-
portance of your connection, and accept of
that advice which your minister feels it his
duty to address to you.

I will consider you as fellow-travellers on
the road of life; not brought together by
accident, or as those who have consented
to keep together on the journey merely from
a regard to convenience, but from a cordial
esteem of each other, heightened by a ten-
der attachment, which has led you to make
choice of each other as companions, inde-
pendent of a view to the conveniences of
travelling in company. You have given
yourselves up to each other; and have, in
the presence of God, pledged yourselves to
bear each other's burdens, to consult each
other’s peace of mind, and to concur inva-
riably in endeavoring to render the journey
as pleasant to each other as possible. Thus

MARRIED COUPLE. 7

conjoined, you have committed a trust to
each other. Neither of you have your fe-
licity in your own hands. Neither of you
have<it in .your power to be completely
happy without the consent of the other.
Never may you repent of this surrender.
But a knowledge of the imperfections of
human nature makes me anxious for you;
lest, after rendering the first stage of the
journey delightful by the i[‘llL‘l‘L‘..h:lll_E_!U of
every endearment, you should sink into the
unhappy condition of those to whom the
greatest infelicity of the journey is, that they
are obliged to travel fogether.

To avoid the evils into which the infirm-
ities of our nature may plunge us, we should
enter betimes on the use of preventives.

With this view, the first thing to which
I exhort you is, an attention to the preser-
vation of that affection for each other which
first determined you to be partners for life.
In the continuance of this alone, you will
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find the sufferings of the present state con-
siderably reduced. Trials and difficulties
are the common lot of humanity, and you
cannot hope for an exemption from them.
tough roads, dark nights, and stormy days
are to be expected; hut while your affec-
tions continue undiminished, you will, in
this eircumstance, find a considerabie alle-
viation of the difficalties with which you
have to contend. The trials which oceur
by the way will be less felt, when they serve
as occasions of proving afresh the care and
tenderness which the travellers here have
for cach other.

When T exhort you fo attend to the pres-
ervation of that affection which first deter-
mined you to become partners for life, 1
am not to be understood as if T expected
that the fervor experienced at its commence-
ment would continne,  That will abate.
But though time and familiavity will assur-
edly carry off much of the first ardor, a true
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affection will receive improvement from
time. Time will render it a more chasten-
ed, rational, and steady principle, if it be
cultivifed. If it be cultivated, I say ; other-
wise, there may be a fransition from idola-
try to aversion.

To eultivate this kind of affection, neither
of yon should be remiss in those attentions
which you have been accustomed to pay
fo each other. Let not the husband grow
negligent of any of those marks of regard
by which a wife feels herself acknowledaed
preeminently a friend and companion. She
pereeives herself still distinguished, when
all the esteem, compassion, or good man-
ners which her partner is ready o express
to others, is, with a promptitude evidently
unstudied, still more cordially shown to her.
Conjugal affection is a delicate plant. It
cannot thrive under indifference. Sullen
taciturnity checks its growth. But it dieg
when scarcely any time is spent at home;
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when every body can interest the hushand
in conversation but the wife; when she is
the last person thought of in a recreation,
or the least considered in an accommoda-
tion.

Let not, however, the wife be too ready
to consider the behavior of her husband as
expressive of indifference. Such conclu-
sions often originate in the folly, pride, or
petulance of the observer. To prevent onr
drawing them too hastily, let it be con-
sidered, that as an object becomes familiar
to us, our esteem of it, though not dimin-
ished, naturally becomes a more silent sen-
timent. A woman must guard against the
tormenting disappointments to which child-
ish expectations render her liable. For
there is a childishness in her expecting
always to be caressed; and if she do not
become more rational in her expectations,
this folly will occasion its own punishment,
She will fancy that she is neglected; she
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will complain ; and her complaints will pro-
duce aversion.

There should likewise be some allowance
made fer what is natural to men, especially
Englishmen : namely, a certain bluntness,
through which they seem to be indifferent
when they are not really so. What may
seem to improper judges inattention to oth-
ers, to more penetrating observers is mani-
festly nothing but an honest inattention to
themselves : a superiority to the mean arts
of those interested persons whose chief study
is the cultivation of an insinuating address.

But should there appear at times some-
thing more than mere inattention, some-
thing that evidences a disturbance of tem-
per, she is then perhaps called to allow for
the agitations of mind to which men are
particularly liable, from their having more
to do with the world than women have.
It is a serene region in which a woman
moves; not so that into which the head of
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a family is often driven for the support of
those who depend on him. In the midst
of a thousand vexations from the stupidity,
negligence, or knavery of those with whom
his business lies, he has to carn that bread
which his wife and children may eat in
tranquillity. Should he, therefore, when
he comes home from this turbulent scene,
omit a customary mark of affection, cat his
meal in silence, or return o short answer
to a civil question, let not the wife consider
such behavior as any proof of indifference
to her. Let her not listen to that demon
of discord who would prompt her fo resent
it as such. Let her reeollect that now is
the time for her to exert the peculiar vir-
tues of her sex; to call forth all the sweet-
ness, humanity, and tenderness of her na-
ture, in order to soothe him who has been
toiling all the day, principally, perhaps,
with a view to her comfort.

In cautioning a wife not to be too ready
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to consider herself neglected, I have not
imparted the whole of my advice to her. 1
have admonished the husband not to be
negligent of those marks of regard which
are due to his partner; and she is to remem-
ber that the same duty is incumbent on
her. 1t will be impossible for affection to
be preserved, if she tread in the steps of
those inconsiderate persons who, as soon as
the marriage rites are celebrated, become
remiss in certain engaging things, of which
they before had been scrupulously observ-
ant. Must not she sink in the esteem of
any understanding man, who by her con-
daet seems to say, “I have now obtained
my settlement ?”  And nothing is more cal-
culated to suggest such an idea, than a re-
laxation of former attention. When a
woman abandons herself to sloth and indul-
gence—when she degenerates from neatness
to negligence, from industry to indolence,
from kindness to selfishness—when these
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omissions are continued without any neces-
gary cause, after they have been gently re-
monstrated against, it is natural for a man
of reflection to read this sordid sentiment in
his wife’s bosom, and for a man of generos-
ity to recoil at the discovery.

She who dreads the entertainment of such
an opinion of her in the mind of her husband,
must take eare to let it have no support from
her conduct. She knows what is now pleas-
ing to him, by remembering what was for-
merly so. Andhe knows how capable she is
of giving him pleasure, by recollecting the
methods she once took for this purpose, and
that they are still practicable. If; with the
power still in her hands, she is remiss in the
act, there iz but one inference for him fo
make: namely, that it is a matter about
which she is not so solicitous as she onee was.

Here T am naturally led to notice a mon-
strous perversion of character observed in
some of the sex. I haveseen a woman neg-
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ligent of all the duties that are peculiar to
her, and yet tormentingly busy in her hus-
band’s immediate province. If a woman
would preserve’ the affections of her hus-
band, let her not only be attentive to him
in all the engaging actions which her sex,
her situation in the family, and her vows,
give him a right to expect from her, but
let her confine herself to these.

The disposal of his time, or his property,
his journeys, his connections, ete., are things
to be regulated by the circumstances of his
calling ; a subject which probably he best
understands. I cannot but advise her, there-
fore, for her own sake as well as his, to
leave these things entirely to his manage-
ment ; and to remember that it is her prov-
ince to soften, to cheer, and to refresh
that mind on which the weightiest cares of
a family press.

The unfriendly tendency of such inter-
ference in women to the maintenance of
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mutual affection, is, however, not more man-
ifest, than is that of a supercilious treat-
ment of women. I refer to those ungracious
men who never honor the understanding,
or contribute to the satisfaction of a wife.
For though not able to dictate, may she
not be capable of advising? Many a man,
wige in his own esteem, might have been
saved from ruin, had he only deliberated
with that prudent, thoughtful, and affec-
tionate wife, to whose inquiries he would
scarcely vouchsafe an answer, though intro-
duced with all the graces by which a gentle
and submissive spirit solicits attention.

Far be this supereilions behavior from
him to whom I address these precautions;
and who has solemnly pledged himself, not
only to maintain, but to honor his wife.
Rather let him deliberate with her who
ought to be his dearest, and is his most dis-
interested friecnd—even in those affairs which
it is his immediate duty to superinténd.

MARRIED COUPLE. 17

Ife may derive useful hints from a female
mind in some particnlars, though it may
not, from want of practice, be compre-
hensive ehough to grasp the whole of his
system.  And if not, yet he gratifies an
innocent solicitude to know sm.ncthing of
uffairs in which she is intevested. At least
he prevents the mortification which a sullen
or confemptuous concealment oceasions.

Such communications contribute very
much to keep up the warmth of a rational
affection, as they honor the understanding
of & woman; as they give her credit for
taking an equal interest with her hushand
in his cares, anxieties, and labors; and,
above all, as in such deliberations she feels
herself treated as a friend. There is a way
of conducting them which draws after it
nothing to regret. If will be for the hap-
piness of both parties that these communi-
cations be obviously the issues of a gener-
ous confidence.

Advice. 2
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There is a circumstance in every matri-
monial connection which may have a con-
siderable influence on the happiness of the
married pair: there arve relations on both
gides. On properly managing the regard
paid to these persons, the preservation of
mutual affection is found in many cases
very much to depend.

Here, some of the most humiliating in-
stances have been exhibited of that selfish-
ness which cannot be satisfied with any
thing short of the monopoly of affection.
How unreasonable is it to expeet that love
to me ghould extinguish affections which
are due to those whom duty, nature, and
habit, require me yet tolove! Our mind is
perverted, if we do not perceive something
additionally amiable in that married per-
son, who, in the midst of new connections,
cares, and occupations, still shows to a ten-
der parent the affectionate and reverential
spirit of a dutiful child; or manifests the
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still existing union of sonls, which interest-
ed a fond brother and sister in each other's
happiness. If my affections be rational,
they will be heightened by observing that
the object of my peculiar attachment ap-
pears amiable, in whatever relation T view
this object. On fhe other hand, T am the
subject of a sordid passion, if I can rest sat-
isfied with attentions paid fo me, while 1
observe that the person thus devoted to me
is inattentive to every thing else.

Affection to our kindred is not inconsist-
ent with the fondest attachment of the heart
to a husband or a wife. Do not therefore
encourage that littleness and pride which
would lead yon to think yonrself defranded
of something that was your own, when you
see any tender regard paid to them. Tt is
a mean jealousy of temper that makes us
prompl to. consider ourselves rivalled. It
is & base pride that leads us to put an in-
vidious construction on those signs of re-
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spect and esteem which are shown to others.
Let married persons gnard against such a
cause of unhappiness to themselves, by con-
sidering that the distribution of affection does
not necessarily diminish its quantity; but
that it is even capable of inereasing, as the ob-
jeets on which it is exercised multiply. Con-
jugal affection can indeed be shared only by
two persons; but thismay grow and strength-
en, without any loss sustained to it from the
cultivation of filial or fraternal affection.
While the bonds of matrimony must not
be suffered to dissolve those of filial piety,
it may be as well, however, to suggest this
hint to married persons: Let them avoid, as
far as is consistent with duty to relations,
that kind of manner, in their treatment of
them, which is caleulated to awaken jeal-
ousy in the married partner. Through neg-
lect of this rule of prudence, the visit of a
relation has sometimes been the period of
misery to a couple who had hitherto lived
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in harmony. Camnnot we be glad to see a
parent, o sister, or a brother, without redue-
ing a wife or a husband to a cipher in the
house, during their stay init? Isit prudent
to be go ]n'ul.'n.\r'. in the expressions of our re-
gard for them, as fo lead the partner of our
life to have an interest in their departure?

Thesge admonishings on the article of at-
tentions, seemed to me deserving of your
regard, That matrimony was instituted
for the happiness of mankind there can be
no doubt. But it is not necessary to the
fulfilment of this intention, that happiness
should spring up spontaneously to those
who enter into the marriage state. It de-
serves our thankfulness to Him who ordain-
ed this union, that it will fully answer its
intention o those who will be at the pains
of gnarding against whatever may defeat
that intention.

By this sober view I wish you to adjust
your hopes. Do not entertain expectations
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of bliss which the circumstances of the
world, and the imbecility of your nature,
will render it impossible to realize. You
must not only expect to meet with untow-
ard circumstances in the world, but like-
wise fo discover faults in each other. Nei-
ther the seene, nor the actors, will be found
to answer the ideas you may bave formed
of them. The scene you cannot alter; it
will be managed by a superior power; but
youmay accommodate yourselves toit. And
this is incumbent on you, not only in the
relation you both sustain 1o the great Dis-
poser, but with respect to the obligations
you are under to support one another com-
fortably, in the various changes through
which you may have to pass.

Among other things which shonld be
your care in this view, is the cultivation
of good temper. But to the consideration
of s0 essential a point, I shall appropriate a
geparate chapter.
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CHAPTER IL.
Importance of @ kind and amiable Temper and
Deportment.

Wirour a good temper you can neither
enjoy a pluusini;r sitnation, nor support an
inconvenient one. Without good nature
there may be many valuable qualities; but
they would be all gladly r_'xn"llungucl for
that sweetness of disposition which compen-
sates for a thousand defects. With this
engaging quality, the attentions which have
been recommended will be go far from be-
ing impracticable, that they will be, as it
were, spontaneously produced; or if there
be ah occasional failure, the omission will
be kindly interpreted. It will be attributed
to want of thonght, rather than to any thing
of a more reprehensible nature. ;

The improvement of our temper is a thing
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not so much out of our power as is com-
monly supposed. The general idea is, that
good temper is a certain gift of nature, like
beauty ; which a man cannot have unless
he is born with it. Tt must be confessed
that some seem formed, from their very
birth, to be the delight of the human kind
in this respect ; and that others, again, seem
to have brought into the world with them
an unhappiness of temper which seems in-
capable of amelioration. The generality
of mankind, however, are not found in these
extremes. The temper of most people is
made up of a mixture of good and bad.
The character of the person, in point of tem-
per, is denominated from that quality which
has the ascendency.

The predominance of a condemnable tem-
per is not to be charged wholly to the cir-
cumstances that excite it, but in part to the
not imposing on onrselves that discipline
which connteracts the influence of those

L e
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circumstances which tend to deprave the
temper. That the good in our temper may
prevail, is a most desirable thing; and this
desirable fhing is attainable. Now, if in-
terest may be allowed to second the voice of
duty, hear what it says to the wedded pair:
“If you wish to render your union delight-
ful in all sitnations, and to relish it to the
very last. seek the improvement of your
temper at any price.”

On the cultivation of good-nature let me
suggest a few hints.

Endeavor to ascertain what is that par-
tienlar defect of temper into which you are
most liable to fall; and make a point of
setting a strong guard over yourself in that
particular. Let this idea be ever present
to your mind ; At that weak part of my
nature all the miseries of matrimonial life
may enter.”” This will probably be found
a hard service; but the necessity of the
case obliges you to it. You have the choice
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of but two things: you must be incessant-
ly vigilant and self-denying here, or suffer
every domestic delight to be torn from you.

3ut I have another piece of advice to
give, namely, Avoid the oceasions which
excite any unraly temper to which you may
be liable. This advice is given to yom
both, with respect to each other. Iaving
ascertained each other’s particular imper-
fection, you have likewise learned what
things they are that call it forth. That
which provoles your partner must, as far
as possible, be shunned.

Here a number of little things become
objects deserving attention. Nor must
they be passed over because they are little.
Little things are felt to have great power
when they act upon a tender part. An in-
sect could have blinded Samson when in
his full strength. No small portion of the
uneasinesses that have imbittered married
life has arisen out of the insect occurrences
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which every day produces; and contemp-
tible as they are in themselves, they must
be watched on account of the mischiefs of
which t]u*_\-‘&ar() capable.

There is no evil which petty occurrences
more frequently generate than disputes ; nor
are there many things which it is more the
interest of the married pair to guard against.
“The eontentions of a wife,” says Solomon,
“are a continual dropping Drop after
drop wears a deeper impression than a thou-
gand storms. What therefore is that un-
thinking woman about who indulges a dis-
puting spirit; who will debate every point,
and have the last word about straws? She
is forcing her husband into other society,
and that, perhaps, to which he has had many
ohjeetions; all of which, however, are af

length overcome by the refuge it affords
him from the misery of incessant debate.
It is not, perhaps, so much to the commis-
sion of the more alarming crimes, as to the
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frequency of frivolons disputes, that the
alienation of married people from each other
is to be generally aseribed. 1 may add,
that in these irritating encounters, deeds of
the worst kind have often had their begin-
ning. Whatever, therefore, you forget, let
me conjure both of you to remember the
mischief of frivolous digputes.

After all your care, perhaps, some ocea-
sional effects of your respective weaknesses
will oceur. Yet it is not a few eruptions
of this sort that will throw you back in the
cultivation of good-nature, if you can learn
to make due allowance for constitutional
infirmily in each other. Attend, therefore,
to this plain lesson. It will have its advan-
tage in suppressing an unhappy temper in
many instances. Where there is a readi-
ness to make this wise and humane allow-
ance, the heart will be no more alienated

by a little sally of temper, than by a fit of

epilepsy. The paroxysm, in either case,
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will call forth the compassion of the speec-
tator.

Je it remembered, however, that we
must not be called upon too frequently for
this allowance; and that it will hardly ever
be granted, unless the fenor of life be such
as forbids a severe construction of an ocea-
gional failure. Tt is indeed the tenor of life
that preserves or destroys affection. It is
not a few brilliant expressions of love, in
the midst of constant unkindness, that will
make us enjoy the marriage union; nor is
it a few deviations from the line of duty
that will render it unpleasant, while the
general course of life is expressive of kind-
ness and unguestionable affection. Make
a point, therefore, of disciplining your own
temper; and be assured, that by =o doing
the connection which you have formed will
be more than tolerable: it will be pleasing.
The recollection of it at some period distant
from its commencement, will be grateful;
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notwithstanding there may some things oc-
cur to you, in this restrospect, which youn
will wish had been otherwise.

Let me entreat you to bestow all the pains
on this point which it may require. What
equivalent can be found for good-nature?
Let the husbhand be sober and industrious ;
let the wife be chaste and frugal : by these
virtues you may be preserved from some of
the miseries which wait on profligacy and
extravagance; but while you escapet hese,
what will your house be without good-na-
ture? Not a home. By a home, we under-
stand a place in which the mind can settle:
where it is foo much at ease to be inclined
to rove: a refuge to which we flee in the
expectation of finding those calm pleasures,
those soothing kindnesses, which are the
sweetness of life.

All the admonitions, therefore, that T
might detail on the article of temper, may
be comprised in this short precept: En-

MARRIED COUPLE. 31

deavor to make your house a home to each
other. Absence will then be no gratifica-
tion to either party. By the husband’s at-
tending to this precept, his return will be
welcomed by those whom he left at home.
By the wife’s observance of this maxim, the
husband will return with a pleasure equal
to that with which he is received. “The
heart of her husband doth safely trust in
her.” Over the door of his hounse he will
see written, “Sacrep 1o Prace;” thither,
in the assurance of enjoying that repose he
cannot find in the world, he will hasten from
its toils and vexations.
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CHAPTER III.

Influence of Christian Piety on the Happiness of
Married Life—Conduct which the Holy Serip-
tures require in Married Persons towards each
other.

I mave reserved the important subject
now to be infroduced, for the latter part of
my address; for I wish above all things to
leave the impression of this on your minds
at our parting.

Whatever be our situation, there is one
thing indispensably necessary to our enjoy-
ment of the happiness it is eapable of yield-
ing: we must endeavor to acquit ourselves
as the servants of God in that situation.
Thereby we obtain his blessing in it; with-
out which, no condition can long be either
safe or comfortable. Lef the situation be
gocial or commercial ; let it promise little or
much ; let the government of an empire, or
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only the care of a family be committed to
us, the observation holds equally true. The
lot lies in this world, coneerning which God
has said to mankind, “Thorns and briers
shall it bring forth unto you.” Piety, how-
ever, has resources in a world lying under
such a sentence. T persuade myself that you
mean to adopt the rules T have suggested
to you; yet T should nof expect them tfo
be long followed, if I doubted of your hay-
ing the fear of God in your heart.

Nor is there, if this be wanting, any
good security for continued happiness even
in those marriage connections where the
parties have joined their hands from the
most sincere affection for each other. With-
out this, the sources of patience, resigna-
tion, forbearance, compassion, and candid
allowance for natural infirmity, are small,
and may be soon exhausted. Nor can it
be expected that we shall persevere in the
more arduous part of that kind of self-dis-

Adviee. 3
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cipline which has been mentioned, if rever-
ence for the will of God, and an earnest
desire to please him in all things, are want-
ing. If, therefore, you have rushed into
this connection regardless of what is incum-
bent on you as immortal beings, your busi-
ness is fo correct this error. Its influence
will otherwise run through the whole web
of life, and prevent many of those enjoy-
ments which marriage was designed to be-
stow on mankind.

If, however, you are persons of genuine
religion, this circumstance is a most favor-
able omen of your future life. It is the
smile of heaven. The maintenance of mu-
tual affection has been recommended to
you as a great object of the attention of a
married couple. And what is so likely to
keep up its vigor; as a deeply rooted re-
gard to a religion which cherishes all the
tenderness of which our nature is capable?

Such is Christianity : a religion which ex-
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hibits the highest example of benevolence
flrlr‘{‘ﬂuggests the most powerful motives t(;
its imitation.

. Cfu-‘e'stfan piety promises to keep thespirit
of con jngal affection alive by that sublime
species of benevolence which induces an
earnest desire for the spiritnal and eternal
welfave of all, but espeeially of those to
\vll(}l‘f.l we are more nearly allied. And it
has likewise always at hand a motive to
the exercise of forgiveness, by that sense
of our own Jaults, and our consequent need
of forgiveness from God, with which it is
ever accompanied.

Religion, while it thus calls forth and
strf:ngthens the mutual fenderness of those
u.li:en‘i in marriage, further provides for their
continued happiness, by teaching them not
to expect too much from each other, since
neither of them has married an angel, but
a human being, “compassed with in}irm-
ity.” This just view makes them sober in
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their expectations, and does much to per-
petuate their enjoyment.

Actuated by religious principle, the mar-
ried pair will not have their happiness in-
terrupted by those altercations which are
produced between the love of pleasure and
the necessity of resisting its excessive de-
mands. They will likewise be preserved
from the embarrassments which in the end
imbitter this connection, where the parties
have agreed in adopting an expensive style
of living. In short, it is by these, and
many other concomitants of genuine piety,
that old age steals on without bringing
with it the misery of fecling that there is
nothing left but the dregs of worn-out en-
joyments. Something yet remaing that can
be tasted without exciting disgust.

A truly pious man makes the holy Serip-
tures the rule both of his expectations and
his conduct. Making them the rule of his
expectations, he embraces “the faith once
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delivered to the saints,” whatever recep-
tion-it may have in that age in which he
happens to live; making them the rule of
his conduct, he consults them with respect
to the several relations he may sustain in
life, that he may “know how he ought to
walk and please God.” God has given
very particular directions how to conduct
ourselves in relative life, that in situations
of such importance the servant of God may
not be at a loss how to act. The married
person, particularly, has his behavior mark-
ed. out; and these passages the man of piety
will study.

It is lamentable to observe how many
there are who take up the volume of inspi-
ration merely as a book that discovers an
expedient for escaping punishment ; never
regarding it as the directory of conduct.
If these are your models, you will neither
adorn nor enjoy the religion you profess.
There is nothing to be expected from your
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religion, unless it be of that genuine kind
which will make each of you attentive, as
in the sight of God, to your respective du-
ties.

‘What I have, therefore, to recommend
to you is, serious meditation, accompanied
with prayer to God, on those passages of
Seripture which teach you how to act in
this relation.

« Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ-also loved the church, and gave
himself for it; that he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, that he might present if to him-
self a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy, and without blemish. So
ought men to love their wives as their own
bodies. Let every one so love his wife,
even as himself.” Eph. 5:25-33. « Hus-
bands, love your wives, and be not bilter
against them.” Col. 3:19. “Ye husbands,
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give honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker
vessel.” 1 Pet.3:7.

Perhaps no part of Seripture less requires
a comment. The Christian husband is
taught by this passage that God requires
him to love the woman he has chosen; to
be kind and tender to her; yea, to honor
her; and thevefore, that the domestic ty-
rant, the fierce animadverter on every little
omission, the husband whose contemptuous
treatment of a wife is an habitual degrada-
tion of her, are persons condemned by the
Lord of all. Here hushands may learn that
something more is required of them than
merely to afford a maintenance to a wife.
Nothing can compensate for the want of
that love required in the passage above
quoted. What is a maintenance, any fur-
ther than it is enjoyed? and how impossi-
ble is this, unless it is accompanied with
tenderness, kindness, and respectful treat-
ment in words and actions. Alas, for




40 ADVICE TO A

want of these endearments, many a woman,
who by her dress seems to tell the world
she has a husband that spares no expense
to gratify her, is, in all her finery, to be
considered as a gaudy victim ever bleeding
under the hands of domestic cruelty.

All that the warmest advocate for women
can enforee on husbands being expressly re-
quired by God himself, as the passages pre-
viously quoted show, the next thing to be
considered is, the example which the in-
spired writer has selected for the model of
a husband’s behavior towards his compan-
ion. “Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ loved the church, and gave himself
for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it
with the washing of water by the word ;
that he might present it to himself, a glori-
ous church, not having spot or wrinkle, or
any such thing.” Eph. 5:25.

Here is at once example and motive.
What more could even an inspired man
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say, in order to form the husband to every
thing affectionate, disinterested, sympathiz-
ing, and attentive to his wife, than this:
Love her as Christ loved the church. THe
who understands Christianity, finds a vol-
ume in such a sentence. IHis mind in-
stantly recurs fo that astonishing instance
of benevolence which his Redeemer exhib-
ited, in giving himself up to sufferings and
death for our salvation; to that which he
showed in sending forth ministers to “preach
the gospel to every creature;” to the ten-
der attention which he pays, now he is in
heaven, to all who receive this gospel ; tak-
ing care that every thing be provided which
is necessary to increase their faith, purify
their hearts, administer to their consola-
tion, support them in their confliets, and
cherish the hope which he has formed in
them of participating in the fulfilment of
those gracious purposes towards his church,
which are to be consummated in heaven
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and enjoyed to all eternity. This, says he,
is my pattern. Such a friend as Christ was
to his church, am I to be to my spouse.
Am I a part of that body of which he is
such a Saviour? Then he gave himself for
me. Let me imitate that affection, of the
fruits of which I humbly hope I am a par-
taker. T here find myself required to love
my wife, though she is not without fault;
to interpose between her and danger; to
supply, as far as in my power, every thing
which ean contribute fo her comfort; to
seek not only her present, but her everlast-
ing happiness: for thus did Christ love his
church.

To the wife the word of God speaks thus :
“ Wives, submil yourselves unto your own
husbands, as unto the Lord. For the hus-
band is the head of the wife, even as Christ
is the head of the church. Therefore, as
the church is subject unto Christ, so let the
wives be to their own husbands, in every
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thing.” Eph. 5:22-24, ¢ Let the wife
see that she reverence her husband.” Eph.
5:33.

Here we should particularly notice that
virtue on which the admonition principally
turns, namely, submission. A virtue so
prominently commended, certainly merits
particular attention.

It need not surely be necessary to ob-
serve, that the superiority which the Serip-
tures give to the man over the woman is
not that of a master over a slave. The
precepts enforced on the husband are of
such a kind, as to show that the superiority
with which he is invested is founded in
reason and maintained by love. God has
not requived from the woman the submis-
sion of a slave, but a reasonable and advan-
tageous submission; such as a man of good
sense knows it becomes him to receive, and
an affectionate wife will yield with pleas-
ure, Some women, however, consider every
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thing of this kind as the relinquishing of
all self-defence. Mistaken creatures! It is
their best security, as well as one of their
loveliest ornaments. 1 Pet. 3:4. Like
polished armor, it is both beauty and de-
fence.

Considering the importance given to the
virtue now under consideration, we see at
a glance, how far from that characterahich
the holy Scriptures recommend to women,
are those who deny to a husband any rule
in his house unless he purchase it at the
expense of peace. Such conduet is against
not only the spirit, but the very letter of
Christianity : «Let wives be subject to their
own husbands n every thing.”

The apostle, as if to prevent the possibil-
ity of a misunderstanding, enforces his point
by a most striking illustration: “Wives,
submit yourselves unto your own hushands,
as unto the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head
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of the church; and he is the Saviour of the
body. Therefore as the church is subject
unto Christ, so let the wives be lo their own
husbands in every thing.”

The church is subject to Christ to this
extent. She is always fo be known by
these circumstances: that as her legislator,
she receives laws from Christ; as her Lord,
she receives commands from him; as her
guide, she follows him. That religious soci-
ety, therefore, which renounces the author-
ity of Christ, and sets up for its own direct-
ress in matters of faith and morals, is not
the church.

This model of subjection, unreserved sub-
ordination, and reverential deference, is a
woman in the ties of wedlock to make her
exemplar—if she would be found in that
relation such as God approves. Let her
be frugal, industrious, cleanly, and chaste ;
ghe is to have the praise of all these good
qualities; but let her remember, that if
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withal she is self-willed and refractory, she
is destitute of that virtue in which the holy
Seriptures seem to have concentrated all
the good qualities of a wife. Much as she
may triumph in the contemplation of her
superiority over the idle and extravagant
with whom ghe compares herself, she resists
the order of God; and she resembles not
the church, but the world. She acts as if
she were determined to go as far as possible
from the pattern which God has set before
her, and had chosen one that is the very
reverse of the church.

Let the husband and the wife contem-
plate the two examples which an inspired
apostle has chosen for their respective imi-
tation, and they will find that all which has
been said in the former part of this address,
is bound on them from more authoritative
considerations : God himself requires it.

Make a point of sitting down to reflect
on these and other passages in the sacred
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writings, in which the duties of husband
and wife are get forth. Perhaps if you made
it a rule at the refurn of any particular
day—the annual return of your wedding-
day, for instance—to pernse them, it might
prevent your entirely overlooking what so
much concerns the eredit and the comfort
of each other. -

Let me request you both to charge your-
selves with this task. Attend to what God
teaches you on the subject; and reject,
with indignation, those opposite sentiments
with which the gay and profligate part of
mankind daily insult both God and man.
I wonld have you not only read the passages
of Scripture, but examine yourselves by
them. “Am T this kind of person in this
relation? Did T act in such a thing, agree-
ably to the gpirit of these words?” Should
any unpleasant circumstances in future
arise, inquire whether they may or may
not be attributed to your departure from
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the pattern set before you. In thus exam-
ining yourselves by the appointed rule of
duty, you may discover what there is in
your particular constitution to render the
imitation of the pattern peculiarly difficult
to you. Carry such difficulties to God ; not
to request him to relax his laws, but to ob-
tain from him those extraordinary succors
which you may need, in order to act on all
occasions worthy of your Christian profes-
sion.

These are the marks of genuine religion,
a divine principle which I pray may daily
acquire strength in yeu. In secking the
growth of vital piety, you will experience
an increase of its attendant blessings. Rest
not, therefore, in your present attainments;
but endeavor to acquire more and more of
the character of a real disciple of Jesus
Christ. Consider every discovery or at-
tainment in the Christian life which either
of you make, as an addition to your com-
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mon stock of imperishable good; and par-
Fake of it together, as those who have no
interest separate from each other in any
thing.  This is to live together “as heirs of
the grace of life.” 1 Pet. 3:7. Let this
growing in grace, therefore, be o subject
of frequent and earnest prayer to God, for
yourselves, and for each other; that you
may pass your days together as both re-
deemed by the same Saviour, and hoping
at last to meet in the same heaven. Thus,
instead of being snares to cach other, you
will proceed through life blessing and being
blessed, by administering tender admonitions
when you see each other remiss, encourage-
ments when disheartened, and consolations
when depressed.
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CHAPTER IV.

Effects of Christian Piety on a household—Ad-
vantages of Order in a Family—The Family of
Eusebius—The Unhappiness of an Irreligious
Couple. -

Taere ig one duty in particular which the
spirit of piety will dictate to you, namely,
the consecration of your house by the daily
returns of fumily worship.  Let there be
an altar in your house inscribed with the
adorable name of your Creator. Here let
the master be daily found, presenting, as the
minister of God, the offerings of prayer and
praise.

By this acknowledgment of God, a mar-
ried pair evidence their reverence of his

being ; they draw down his blessing on their |

family ; they diffuse a spirit of seriousness
through it ; and probably convey the seeds
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of piety in many other families. What
objects are these to the formers of a new
household ; and how careful should they be
o unite their respective powers in endeavor-
ing to render that effectual which has such
happy tendencies. Let not only the hus-
band be ready to perform the duty in ques-
tion, but the wifealso. I haveindeed doubt-
ed whether there were this concurrence in
some houses where, however, the duty was
not omitted. I have seen the master wait-
ing for that part of the family which the
mistress ought to have seen to be ready fo
attend him at the hour of prayer. Here is
an impediment to family religion, proceed-
ing from something defective in her to whom
the internal affairs of a family are princi-
pally committed. But I am obliged to con-
fess that the irregularity in question has not
always been entirely the woman's fault. The
master has in some measure been chargeable
with it, by not fixing a certain hour, or by
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appointing an inconvenient one for the per-
formance of this important duty.

This, and many other errors, you will
avoid by digesting a system of family gov-
ernment, and determining to adhere to it—
an expedient which you will find to be a
souree of numberless advantages, and much
more necessary to personal and social hap-
piness than at first may be conceived.
Where there is order, there is silence, facil-
ity, and energy.

Among the points to which order should
extend, there is none of greater importance
than the proper distribution of time. Have
a fixed hour for rising, for devotion, and for
meals. Let there be an appropriate portion
of time for every office, and for the labors or
recreations of every member of your family.

How happy in this respect is the house
of Eusebius. He has a companion who,
in her province, acts with him in the main-

tenance of a well-digested system of domes-
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tic government. There is an appointed hour
for breakfast ; after which—it being on the
whole most convenient—all assemble to pay
their devout acknowledgments to God for
the mercies of the preceding night. After
this, every one withdraws to his respective
employment. This exhibition of order with
which you are presented in the morning, is
but a specimen of what may be seen through
the day. On the Sabbath, you perceive the
like regularity. After breakfast the family
are assembled to prayers. They are enjoin-
ed to attend this service in the same dress
in which they are to appear in the house of
God ; that the preparation of their persons
may not be deferred to too late an hour,
and that, instead of spending the last min-
ute at the glass, there may be a little time
for reflection or private devotion previous
to their attendance on public worship, All
being thus ready, at a few minutes’ notice
they are easily collected ; and they proceed,
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as a united and regular family, to the house
of God.

You perceive nothing like distraction in
this house. Every one knows what he has
todo. Nor is the sound judgment of the
superintendenis more conspicuous than the
kappiness of the members of this family.
Indeed, order iz to be recommended, from
its tendency to render every one comfort-
able. It was this excellence and happy
tendency of order, exhibited on a large scale,
that contributed very much to raise the
royal visitor of Solomon to that high pitch
of admiration, in which she execlaimed,
“Happy are thy men, happy are these thy
servants, which stand and hear thy wisdom
continually.”

The hints which I have given to you are
the result of observation ; and give me leave
to say, that in the whole course of my ob-
servation there is nothing that has so fre-
quently struck me as a cause of unhappi-
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ness fo married people, as the want of re-
ligion. This defect, nearly or remotely,
produces most of the miseries of a state
which was designed for the happiness of
the sexes.

The evil effects of disregarding God are
seldom more shockingly exhibited than in
the history of an irreligious couple. Here,
where the greatest temporal enjoyments
might be found, there are frequently expe-
rienced the most exquisite of human mise-
vies. The fear of God being wanting, the-
union becomes & source of incessant woes.
How can it be otherwise with those whose
nature is depraved, and who, living without
any acknowledgment of (iod, are under no
superior influence to regulate their temper,
and to prevent the violence to which un-
governed passions are subject ? They be-
come the tempters and punishers of cach
other., Offences are given; and no princi-
ple existing that would lead them either to
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forgive injuries or suppress resentment, mu-
tual offences are freely multiplied, and the
quantity of wretchedness increases to a
dreadful amount. What wonder is it, then,
to hear of dire distress in such a family ?
But many of the evils proceeding from
irreligion are concealed from the publie eye.
And were all the grief, the loathing, the
hatred, the remorse, the apprehensions which
are experienced, as conspicuous as the ac-
tions to which they give birth, we should
not even then have a complete view of the
case.  We must follow the guilty pair into
the eternal world, if we would ascertain all
the effects of their impiety. We must hear
their reproaches.  We must see them, who
once exchanged vows of eternal tenderness,
transformed into beings of the most hostile
dispositions towards cach other; and meet-
ing only to augment their mutual accusa-
tions. This is the dreadful end to which
the history of an irreligious couple tends.

MARRJED COUPLE.

CHAPTER V.

Short account of Bvander and Theodosia—How
Christianity supports the members of a Relig-
ious Family under afflictive events, exhibited in
the death of Theodosia—Conclusion.

Evaxper and Turoposia were both the
offspring of pions parents. Their union was
anatural one. It had all the qualities which
accompany an attachment founded not mere-
ly on similarity of religious views: it was
such an affection as they could neither sup-
press nor direct to another object. But
though their attachment was not produced
by their religion, it was nourished by it.
Whatever they saw in each other’s person
or temper to unite their hearts, was height-
ened by the satisfaction they had in each
other’s piety, and the consequent prospect
of spending a harmonious life, and a blessed
eternity together,
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Their hands were joined, and they enter-
ed on a state blessed with all the enjoy-
_ments which an unshackled affection could
yield to minds seasoned with the benevo-
lence and purity of Christianity. Their
f:qual regard to God diminished not one en-
Joyment in which a fond couple could shave;
but was,f oni the contrary, an ndditi(mu.ir
gource of pleasure. They “delichted i
God;” and they delightedli’u the sgociety 2;'
each other.

Their unanimity, their visible though un-
studied interchanges of kindness, had an as-
similating influence on their family, and
served to give considerable effect to that
religious order which they had established.
The invisible world being in a great meas-
ure habitually before them, they both, in
their respective departments, attended to
those who were under them, whether chil-
Eiren or domestics, as having the charge of
immortals.
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Such was their behavior towards their
children, that it seemed as if training them
for an elernal state was, in their view, the
principal purpose for which divine Provi-
dence gave them an offspring. And to this
business they applied themselves with pleas-
ure. They began early with the infusion
of religious ideas into the minds of their
children ; wisely inculeating, at first, those
great and simple principles which are tho
foundation of all religion. They aimed at
nothing short of guiding their offspring to
Christ, that they might know him, and by
the aids of the Holy Spirit yield their ten-
der hearts to him. They conceived that one
way to prevent the introduction of evil, was
to preoceupy the mind with that which is
good; and it never once came into their
thoughts that they should be blamed for
enforcing a truth on children, because they
were too young to see all the bearings of
that truth as clearly as their instructors
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did. They had none of the subtleties and
refinements of sceptics in their method of
education. They went to work in a straight-
forward way ; what they had learned they
taught : they trusted they knew “the way
of salvation,” and they endeavored to lead
their children in the same path.

Impressed with the infinite importance of
this part of a parent’s duty, they took pains
in it. To conduct a business of such con-
sequence in a desultory way, was in their
opinion but a smaller degree of that crim-
inality which neglects it entirely. It there-
fore did not content them to inculeate re-
ligious ideas ; they aimed, in dependence on
God, to induce moral habits. The genuine
Christian was the model they kept in their
eye. To see this simple character in their
children—to see them avowedly on the side
of truth, yet free from all affectation; evi-
dently desirous of living a useful life, yet
neither vain nor obtrusive, was a hope they
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expected not to realize without great pains
taken on their part. They counted the cost,
and determined to pay it. Hereby they
hoped to obtain the divine blessing upon
their endeavors. This they constantly pray-
ed for; believing, from what they knew of
the depravity of human nature, that with-
ont it their labors would fail of suecess.

But this pious care was not confined to
their children ; it extended fo every mem-
ber of their family. It began to operate
silently at the very first sight of a new do-
mestic. Aware of the sordid ignorance in
respect to religion, prevalent in the families
of the poorer class, and knowing that in
their own house there were better oppor-
tunities of learning divine truth, they never
employed a servant without feeling an anx-
ious wish that he might know something
more of God, by coming among them, than
he knew before.

Thus honoring God, they were honored
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by him. Their family was not a society of
starched formalists, distinguished by some
unnatural peculiarity of dress or language;
but while they looked like the members of
other families, they lived differently. They
were taught to reverence the word and or-
dinances of God. They were taught that
the blessing of God, and the favor of their
common superiors, were to be expected in
fulfilling the duties of their stations, and in
the discharge of good offices towards each
other. Favoritism was struck out of that
system which the heads of the family adopt-
ed; every one knew that impartial kindness
was the law of the house.

Thus taught, they repaid their teachers
by practising the lessons in which they had
been instructed. The house was the abode
of regularity, industry, uprightness, and
peace. If was not exempt, indeed, from
human infirmities ; yet it showed to what a
degree of excellence the human character,
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under proper management, may be brought;
and it produced social gratifications, untast-
ed where the cultivation of religions prin-
ciple is neglected. Nor was it easy fo mis-
take the source whence all the regularity
and comfort of this abode proceeded, the
genuine religion of Evander and Theodosia.
Their anthority, their instruction, and their
example, accounted for all that distinguish-
ed this happy society.

They had the reward of seeing the fruit
of their labors. That house over which they
puled in the fear of God, was not exempt
from the ordinary visitations of Providence.
Like other houses, it was subject to the in-
cursion of death ; and at length the event
took place; but not accompanied with its
usual horrors. The trial was softened by
the manner in which it was met, both by
those who departed and those who were
called to give them up; the former being
enabled to die rejoicing in the truths of that
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gospel which had been inculeated in the
family, and the latier to find a relief under
the painful stroke which separated one friend
from the other, in the well-grounded hope
of meefing again in a better world.

The person whom it pleased God first to
take from this family, was one of its most
important and most lovely members. It
was Theodosia, the wife, the mother, the
delightful companion of her husband, the
nurse and instruectress of his children, the
discreet manager of his domestic affairs;
whose unremitting attention banished con-
fusion from the house, and whose sweetness
of temper filled it with peace. I need not
detail every particular of her last illness:
an account of the concluding circumstances
will be sufficient for my purpose.

Her disease was of a lingering kind; a
circumstance of peenliar advantage for man-
ifesting the influence of religion in death.
Evander approached her bedside one morn-
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ing, as usnal, to inquire how ghe had passed
the night; to whom she replied in the fol-
lowing terms: “I should be glad for your
gake, dear Evander, to be able to say, 1
have had a better night than usual. I know
how such a report would gladden your heart;
but I am not able to give such an account
of myself. Indeed, T find myselfgoing apace,
and I had determined, before I had the pleas-
ure of seeing you this morning, to endeavor,
before my illness renders me any weaker, to
gratify a wish which I have almost through
life indulged. T have never felt mueh solie-
itude about the kind of death with which I
might finish my course: one thing only I
have been desirous of, which is, that T might
not leave the world without being able to
make such a declaration of the mercies of
(tod as might encourage those who are walk-
ing in his ways, and admonish those who are
not.” She was going to tell her husband
what was the wish she desired to gratify,
Advice, 5
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but was interrupted by perceiving the tide
of grief suddenly rising in his breast. They
grasped each other’s hands, and some min-
utes were spent by them both in the silent
indulgence of tears.

‘When this effusion had, in some measure
subsided, she began : “ We have thought of
this before; and I trust we shall both be
sustained in this last conflict. To you, in-
deed, the hardest part of the trial is allotted.
You love me; and therefore, unworthy as I
am of such a regard, you will feel a loss. I
have, indeed, something here for which I
could think it worth while to live. It is
you. It is my children. But there is One
above, for whom T can willingly leave you
all, dear as you are to me. I hope to be
with him. Unworthy as T am of the least
of his mercies, I trust I may warrantably
rejoice in him as the God of my salvation.
[ have endeavored to know him. He has
not suffered me to live in a state of indiffer-
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ence towards him. Grace has taught me
what I am, and what T want. It has taught
me to look for present peace and everlasi-
ing happiness in making the mediation of
a crucified Saviour the ground of my trust,
and his example the pattern of my conduet;
and that grace encourages me to hope for
the forgiveness of my sins through his blood.
In this hope of salvation through him, and
the sense I have of my infinite obligations
to the God of all grace, I rejoice in the
prospect before me. =

“T have a confidence in you that sets me
at ease with respect to the care necessary
to be taken of my dear children; but above
all, T am enabled to leave them with God.
Thus have T little to lose, in comparison of
what I have to gain, by leaving this world ;
but you, my dear Evander, have yet to
maintain the Christian conflict. Be, how-
ever, of good cheer. God is all-sufficient.

“You have often encouraged me in my
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religious course; permit me to make my
last recompense fo you in kind. God, I
know, will bless you. He will keep you
amidst the snares of life ; direct you in all
thé labors and difficulties of the family ; and
support you in the last hour, as he does
me. Then shall we meet again. I do re-
joice in this expectation. T take delight in
the thought of secing you again.

“I thank you for all your tenderness,
care, and kindness; for all your admoni-
tions, reproofs, and counsels; for all the
candor with which you have interpreted
_ my failings. I am thankful for the exam-
ple you have been enabled to set me, and
for the care you have taken of my soul.
You have watched over me in this respect;
and I trust that T shall have reason, as a
creature designed for a future state, ever to
bless God for bringing us together.”

She meant to say more, but her affections
weakened the power of utterance ; and she,
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withal, saw it was too much at present for
Evander. He would have replied, but the oe-
casion allowed him no command of himself.
He would have prayed, and fell on his knees
by her bedside ; but stopping in the middle
of the first sentence—he wept, and retired.

Religion, while it cherished all the sen-
sibilities which adorn the man, opened re-
sources to Evander, who was no stranger to
the views and dispositions which form the
Christian. Reflection and prayer in his
closet restored to him the power of sup-
porting another interview with Theodosia.
He rejoiced with her in the prospeet of
everlasting felicity. Ie thanked her for
having so well filled up her station in life,
and kneeling down, he blessed the Father
of mercies for having vouchsafed to them
that knowledge of himself, the influence of
which had hitherto sweetened their society,
and now relieved them both, under the pain
of separation. When he had risen from
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his knees, Theodosia expressed a desire that
all the family might be admitted into her
chamber when their minister should make
his visit. ©Tor,” said she, “ our family wor-
ship has been one of my greatest enjoyments,
I should like to join once more with all my
household in this act; and if I leave it to
another day, it may not be practicable.”
Not long after, the minister entered the
room ; to whom, after the customary inqui-
ries were answered, the proposal of Theodo-
sia was mentioned ; he was pleased with it.

In a little time all were ready. Every
domestic was admitted into the chamber.
The servants were arranged at some dis-
tance from the bed, but in sight of Theo-
dosia, who was raised by pillows, supported
by two of her children. The minister be-
gan by reading a portion of the 14th chap-
ter of St. John's gospel ; to which he added
a few reflections, caleulated to infuse into
the minds of this little congregation a de-
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sive to “die the death of the righteons.”
They were preparing to conclude with a
prayer, when they were desived, by Theo-
dosia, still to keep their seats. “Sir,” said
ghe, addressing herself to the minister, “will
you permit me to interrupt you for a few
moments, while T declare, in the hearing of
my family, my faith in that Redeemer whom
you have preached unto us?”

He desired her to proceed.

“The testimony of a dying woman,” con-
tinued she, “ouglit to have some weight
with those who hear it. T here then de-
clare, that nothing supports me in the pros-
peet of eternity, bub faith in a ecrucified
Savionr. On him alone I depend for sal-
vation. On the merits of my Redeemer I
ground all my hope of future happiness.
And this T declare in presence of my hus-
band, children, and servants, that they may
remember that what I professed through
life, T rejoiced in, in death, Blessed Re-
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decmer, accept my grateful acknowledg-
ments of that love which led thee to die for
me ; and fit me to enter that society of glo-
rified saints, who to eternity shall aseribe
their salvation to “him who loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood.’
Lord, T waif for thy salvation.”

The minister then kneeled down and pray-
ed, and thus concluded the last act of family
devotion in which Theodosia joined : he then
refived. The servants were preparing to
withdraw, but were desired to stay.  Theo-
dosia thought that an admonition from her,
in present cirenmstances, might impress their
minds, and be long remembered.  She was
unwiiling that the opportunity should be
lost, but there was a native modesty in her,
which always led her to make towards her
point by delicate approaches. She chose,
therefore, to cover her intention, which she
did by calling first one and then another of
her servants to her bedside, and making
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those kind inquiries about their health
which were natural, as her illness had pre-
vented her seeing them for some time.
‘When she had thus gone round with her
inquiries, she began to speak of her own
case. She told them of her supports, of the
goodness of God, and the blessedness of re-
ligion. She admonished them in the most
affectionate terms, not to neglect religion,
nor to be inattentive to the instructions of
their affectionate minister, to whose zeal,
humility, and benevolence, she bore witness.
She encouraged them to seele the kingdom
of God, by referring them to that composure
which they now saw in her, who knew not
whether she had a day to live. “Thus
peaceful,” said she, “will you be in the last
hour, if' yon make it the main business of
life to know and serve God. 'We may not
all meet together again here ; but be follow-
ers of Christ, and we shall meet around his
throne in heaven.”
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To this tender address none of them were
able fo make any reply. With respectful
and affectionate silence some of them ap-
proached to kis¢ her hand. Others were
obliged to quit the room immediately, in
order to give vent fo their feelings. And
all gave proof of having heard her with the
deepest impression. Of the scene which
followed no description shall be attempted,
it being impossible for me to represent it
Justly; this was her giving a parting charge
to her children.

The anguish endured on this oceasion was
unquestionably great; yet let it be remem-
bered, that although the survivors of Theo-
dosia suffered much in being obliged to sep-
arate from her, the supports of Christian-
ity were felt. They kmew that there was
& possibility of their meeting again; and
they derived comfort from what they had
})een taught, namely, that a far more happy
interview awaited them, if they followed
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those “who, through faith and patience,
inherit the promises.”

These are the felicities of married life,
where Christian piety is combined with nat-
ural attachment. In such instances we see
something of Eden restored. How great
and how lovely the contrast to the wretched
fumily of an irreligious pair, is that where
the members live together in peace and
love, delighting in God and in the society
of each other; worshipping his name, re-
garding his word, attending regularly on
his ordinances, discharging their several du-
ties, bearing each other’s burdens, and, when
death makes a separation, quitfing each
other in the hope of being reunited in a
better world, never to know a parting there.

Such was the family of Evander and Theo-
dosia. Like them, may you rule your house
in the fear of God. Thus will you be
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“lovely and pleasant in your lives, and in
death not divided.” Thus will you be hap-
py in yourselves, comforts to each other,
patterns to your neighbors, and witnesses of
the exeellency of that holy estate in which
the hands of the first human pair were join-
ed by their Creator.

ADVICE

TO A

NEW-MARRIED COUPLE,

iN
A LETTER T0 JOHN BRASIER, ESQ.
BY THE

REV. HENRY VENN, M. A.
AUTHOR OF ‘‘ THE COMPLETE DUTY OF MAX.”

REVISED.

Yeruine, January 23, 1777.
My pear Cousin—I regret the loss we
had in not seeing you in your way to town;
not merely as the visit would have given us
80 much pleasure, but as I should have had
an opportunity of talking very fully upon a
subject of the first importance, and on which
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I can write but very imperfectly—I mean,
your settlement in life. The whole family
join with me in love to you both, and the
most cordial wishes for your present and
eternal welfare, This is what I am always
wishing ; and having, through the most
adorable mercy and infinite condescension
of God, been led into the way of peace my-
self, and fo so much comfort every day as
excites my astonishment, I would fain sce
all my fellow-sinners, and much more my
friends and relations, brought into the same
delightful enjoyment of life. T shall now,
therefore, lay before you what I judge the
sure and certain method of living a Chris-
tian life, profitable to men, and pleasing to
God, in abundance of peace and hope, light
and love from heaven.

The first material point is, a conscien-
tious waiting upon God in prayer ; not sat-
isfied with bowing our knees, and beginning
the day with devotion; but we must pray.
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T used long to exercise an idle, lukewarm
way of praying—by which I got nothing,
but deluded my own soul—as if it were a
necessary consequence of my corruption,
which all felt, and all deplored. But to
pray without attention, or without impor-
tunity ; to pray with our hearts asleep, and
worldly thoughts intruding, as guests of
every character do into an inn, is hypecrisy.
If we are not grieved and afflicted at if, as
our disease, and do not long for the Spirit's
power, and confess our sinfulness, our re-
ligion is mere form. If we do lament it,
we shall suceeed ; and generally, our secret
approaches to the throne of grace will he
refreshing, animating, and thesweetest hours
of our life.

When secret prayer is thus performed,
one part of our earnest request will always
be, that the worship of the family may be
solemn and spirifnal, affecting every mem-
ber of it, and offered up with self-abasement
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from a company of vile sinners before a glo-
rious God, a means of creating mutunal affee-
tion and unfeigned good will throughout the
day. 1 have had family worship ever since
I kept house; but never, till within these
five years, was concerned about conducting
it as it ought to be performed. Not that
any one conld discover irreverence in my
manner, or that I had not some desire God
should be honored, but my desire was ex-
ceedingly small; and I did not intercede
with God, that we might never meet fo-

gether without the exercise of repentance,
faith, hope, and love, and without such a
manifestation of his presence as he has prom-
ised to “two or three who are met together
in his name.*

* This is of the utmost iraportance to those Chris-
tians who ardently desire to have communion with
God in all their religious engagements. The fel-
lowing extracts from the memoirs of Boston, author
of the Fourfold State, are here added as a note to
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When secref, or family worship is thus
performed, the blessing is to be confidently
expected, in a recollected and watchful frame
of mind amidst {rials, and preparedness for
them ; in a jealousy of self-will, which is ever
working ; and in a fear of every thing that
savors of o sour, angry, hasty spirif, the
hane of domestic felicity, and the great con-
tradiction to the Christian temper. At
noon-day, as yon are not engaged in busi-
ness, you must contrive to find a season for
retirement, to be with your God and Sav-

Mr. Venn's Letter, being remarkably to the point.
% February 16, 1700. I have observed, this day and
yesterday especially, that I was more remiss in
family duties than in secret; and I think it is ce-
casioned by remissness in preparation for them.”
“Pebruary 17. I have this day found my heart bet-
tered by a more conscientious preparing my heart
for family worship.” *December 30,1710, I spent
a part of Monday morning in prayer; and by that
exercise, and making conscience of preparing for
family duties, I found myself bettered.”
Advice. 6
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iour. Daniel and David did this, in the
midst of all their great employments and
numerous cares. “Evening, and morning,
and at noon will I pray—and he shall hear
my voice.” Psalm 55 :17. Probably you
will say, T am sadly at a loss what to pray
for at each time. My rule is this: When
I do not pray, at noon, with Mrs. Venn,
or if I do not find the spirit of prayer
when alone, I read some Psalm, or some
of St. Paul's epistles; and presently find
matter suggested from those lively ora-
cles, and generally the spirit of prayer too.
And when you find you cannot pray, rise
from your knees, stand, or sit down, and
ponder deeply on the state of your heart ;
ask yourself some such questions as these:
“ Have I no sins to confess, no corruptions
to lament? Have I no need of pardon, or
of the Holy Ghost, that I can be so stupid,
g0 hard-hearted? Oh, what a sinfal man!
how sunk, how fallen ; how unable to help
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myself!” «Lord, arise!” will follow: and
if it does not, this solemn consideration of
your own vileness will be exceedingly profit-
able to your soul, and endear the name of
a Saviour, and convinee you that you are
saved through sovereign grace, abounding
in God's Son.

At evening, yon must have a stated time
for retirement, and preparation for family
worship; which T would entreat you always
to have in the morning hefore breakfast,
and at evening before supper, unless expe-
vience shall show that another hour is pref-
erable. And never expect to prosper in
your soul, if the food prepared for the body,
or the sefting out the table, bears any
weight compared with the spiritual repast
for the soul which family worship ought
always to be, and regarded as one of the
most solemn things which oceur in the
whole day.

Make choice of serious servants; praying




84 ADVICE TO A

to God, who will, in such ecases, direct and
provide. And then, by careful observation
of these rules, you will enjoy his peace, you
will walk in his light, you will receive what
he published his gospel to bestow, and be
increasing with all the increase of God.
Nothing higher, nothing greater than this,
are you to expect. A family fearing God,
working righteousness, obtaining promises,
living in peace and love, is a picture of
heaven in miniature Such I pray your
family may be.

There are two points more, of great mo-
ment : company, and public worship. Noth-
ing hurts the soul more than much ac-
quaintance. The time is wasted; the at-
tention is drawn off; an idle strain of con-
versation, even about religious subjects, is
indulged ; the spirit of the world creeps in,
and a pleasure in entertaining and appear-
ing just as those do who know not God. I
believe more religious professors are injured

A
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by this error than any other. Be therefore
deliberate, and very discreet in the choice
of your company. Always say to your-
self, “Do I find either reproof, or exhorta-
tion, or comfort, or instruction in the great
things of God, from their company ? Other-
wise, what loss must T suffer and how be
thrown back, while T want every help to
set me forward.”

With regard to preaching, never leave
your own pastor, who preaches the gospel.
For as rain, without which nothing can
grow, may fall so often, and in such excess,
as to prove no less hurtful than a drought,
g0 it is common, very common, for religious
persons to hear, and hear, and hear, till
they are very little alone; are utter stran-
gers to meditation ; are as ignorant of the
Scriptures, and the interpretation of them
by the Holy Ghost, as those who hear only
ignorant teachers. Once in the week, be-
gides the Lord’s day, is generally sufficient.
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I had rather spend one hour with the dear-
est friend I have upon earth, than hear him
commended for days together. Private pray-
er, and meditation upon the blessed word
of God, is spending our time with the be-
loved Jesus.

Some would now be apt to say, “ Must
all this be done? Surely it is not needful.”
Judge from the shameful conduct of profes-
sors; from the complaints resounding, on
every side, of masters against their domes-
tics, and of servants against their superiors.
Judge from the worldly compliances so com-
mon among those who hear Christ’'s min-
isters, and can scareely, inany thing else, be
distinguished from natural men. Judge from
the few who are fervent in love, active in
zeal, judicions and animating in their dis-
course, clothed in the heavenly robes of
humility and righteousness, whose words
are as goads, and their whole deportment a
pattern.  Judge from the very great scar-
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city of such characters ; and see how abso-
lutely needful it is to do more than others,
and to labor, in the way [ have pointed
out, for “that meat which endureth unto
everlasting life.” John 6:27. The general
ruinous mistake of professing Christians is,
that justification by faith, imputed right-
eousness, electing grace, and everlasting
love, are to be believed and extolled, and
heard with great eagerness; and there, alas,
they stop. Not so the word of God; it
teaches all these doctrines but as means of
engaging our hope, establishing our faith,
spiritualizing our affections, conquering the
world, and making us long for the coming
of the Lord, to whom we are dear as the
bride to the bridegroom, and whose presence
without a veil can alone satisfy us. Oh,
the deplorable apostasy from a Christian
spirit, while the doctrine of grace is main-
tained with zeal! I pray God ever to pre-
gerve us from such abuse; and make us long
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to be well-pleasing, in all our ways and do-
ings, to him whom we call our Lord and
our Redeemer !

I am so well recovered, that next week
I purpose beginning my usual course of
work, which has been for more than a
month suspended. T ride every day; and
God has been pleased to recruit my strength.
I was so weak, as not to be able to pray
with my family for near a fortnight. My
son, by the help of Mr. Jenks, was my
chaplain.

You cannot think how I rejoice to hear,
that the minister so justly dear to us hoth
is again able to lift up his voice and cry,
“Behold the Lamb!” Oh, may he run,
and all of us who are now in our last stage,
as racers do, the swiftest; catch much of
the fire from heaven before we enter, and
be evidently transformed and fitted for that
world of the redeemed.

If you and dear Mrs. Brasier are not dis-
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mayed at this long epistle, let us hear from
you soon, and how you go on.

From your affectionate cousin,
. H. VENN.

P. 8. Mrs. Venn, as well as myself, hope
to have the pleasure of waiting upon you
and my cousin, in Yelling rectory; but shall
first, most probably, see youn at your own
house in the spring. It is a noble promise
to the Christian church, expressed rather
darkly, “In that day shall there be upon
the bells of the horses, Holiness unto the
Lord. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in
Judah shall be holiness unto the Lord of
hosts.” Zech.14:20,21. The meaning is,
The whole family shall be holy ; and all that
is done in it shall be done from a pure in-
tention to please God. Such may your
house be; and “the eyes of the Lord be
upon it for good,” from the beginning to
the end of the year. Whatever comforts
and blessings you enjoy together—and may
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they be many—still may you both be look-
ing forward to that grand immortal life
with the church friumphant, in the pres-
¢nce of the Lamb, for which your souls are
forming. There I hope to meet you; and
not yield to any one, in the whole armies
of the saved, in acknowledging my mar-
vellous deliverance freely bestowed on the
vilest and most abominable of men. Then,
how different from what we know now, our
knowledge of ourselves, and of our sin—of
our Redeemer and his love! How different
our feelings, our services, and our delight!
Could we leave our foolish dreaming
Of a fancied heaven below,

And see Jesus’ glory beaming,
How our souls would long to go!
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER

TO

JONATHAN SCOTT, ESQ.

BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

ON THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE.
To secret prayer you will join devout
study of the Bible, because it is our infal-

lible guide, and the treasury of all truth
necessary to salvation. But the riches laid
up there are not to be found by proud or
careless minds ; none possess them till they
dig for them as for silver, longing to know
the will of God, that they may do it. To
snperficial readers of the Bible, it presents
little more than a great number of dufies,
which must be performed, and sing, which
must be renounced, with insupportable
pains on failure of obedience; passages of




92 ADVICE TO A

excellent use when believed, as they at once
rouse the selfish soul of man tfo seck recon-
ciliation with God, and help from heaven,
and sweep away every refuge of lies, under
which love of sin leads us to take shelter,
But earnest and devout readers of their
Bible discover much more : they discover the
tender heart of Christ; the efficacy of his
blood to cleanse from all unrighteousness;
and a variety of spiritual blessings, which
are the present reward of being true-hearted
in his service. I am at a loss for words to
express how much solid knowledge, trans-
forming your mind into the divine image,
you will certainly gain by persevering in dil-
igent prayer, year after year, for the true in-
terpretation of God’s blessed word, that you
may be made wise and holy. A pattern is
plainly set before us in these memorable
petitions ; may they come from our hearts,
and ever dwell upon our tongues. “I am
a stranger in the earth”—very soon to

MARRIED COUPLE. 93

leave it, therefore its riches and honors can-
not profit me— hide not thy commandments
from me,” which will enrich me for ever.
“QOpen thou mine eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of thy law.” «Thy
hands have made me, and fashioned me :
give me understanding, that I may learn
thy commandments.” Psalm 99 :18, 19, 73.
This method of reading the Bible must be
continued through life, especially while the
capital truths of the Bible are before our
eyes. By this means we have an absolute
seeurity from abusing any part of the word
of God. And those who dare despise per-
severing prayer to be taught by the Spirit
of God what is contained in his holy word,
as if they knew enough, fall into pernicious
errors ; wrest gome passages’of Scripture to
contradict others; or grow violently zeal-
ous for doctrines, but very cold respecting
that heavenly mind those doctrines are re-
vealed to produce. Our profiting will then
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only appear, when, after the example of
David and St. Paul, we pray from deep
conviction that we cannot be properly
affected with what we believe unless we
are divinely tanght; and that if any man
thinketh that, without divine teaching, he
knoweth any thing, “he knoweth nothing
yet as he ought to know.” 1 Cor. 8:2.

RETIREMENT.

Keeping much retired, and by onrselves,
is most profitable for us all. Indeed, when
our worldly business is attended to us it
ought to be, and secret duties are pune-
tually observed, there cannot remain a great
deal of time for persons, in any station, to
spend in company ; and they who imagine
that praying at certain seasons, hearing the
gospel, and then entering into a sort of
general conversation, about religion and re-
ligious people, will be sufficient, are griev-
ously mistaken. Unless we love, and con-
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trive, as we are able, to be much alone,
how can we often and solemnly call to re-
membrance the evil of our past life, so as to
loathe ourselves ; how feel contrition for the
follies of our innate depravity; how, with
the blessed Mary, ponder in onr hearts the
sayings of our Lord ; how enter deeply info
his agony and death, the price of our peace
and eternal life; how weigh the value of
our spiritual privileges, and the weight of
the crown of glory laid up for the faithful ;
how feel the strength and multitude of our
obligations to live in exemplary obedienee,
constrained by love passing knowledge?
Though the pastors of Christ’s church speak
on these subjects, and they make part of
every conversation, we must ruminate in
private upon them, or they will never duly
impress and fill our mind.

Hence the most distinguished saints, be-
fore they entered on any arduous work for
the glory of God or the good of men, did
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not think their purity of intention or the
- promise of God’s Spirit sufficient, without
preparing by much retirement. Moses,
Elijah, Daniel, the Baptist, and our Lord
himself, teach us by their practice the ben-
efit and necessity of being often and much
alone. Great and many evils grow in the
chureh, from its pastors and people neglect-
ing to copy these infallible examples.
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