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THE GERMAN JEW IN AMERICA.

. = gl | 8 gy 8 5 el A on i 1Y
the Jewi ah data at my c¢crmmarnda LIl AlBCUusSeling Jewish

AmericaTceems to deal$ with the Jewlas & Jew, and makes no
between the German, Polish, Italian and other
ig somewhat difficult to confine one=self strictly

and in the following paper I have endeavored 1o

naking a brief study of"Jewlsh History 1r
better
we Christiens heve sny periieular right
I ter ijlii:-i&-f.?_il'i'.'lf’ that the men who financed
Jewe as well ap #Res larged part of the fleet, who
Spain on that most eventful voyage. We are told that
who sighted land on the Weastern HemibBphere was also a
maps, charte, snd -stlentific instruments that Columbus used,

were also thelyr handywork, snd in Columbus' second voyege the coni

ed property of the unfortunate Je f Spain was used to fimance 1

expedition, It seems only N = herefor, that in after years,
Americs should be considered & welcome abiding place for the Jewish
people, and that the very steps which Spain took fortheir exterminati
should have been the means of providing the Jew with the nearest

country of his

first actual Jewish settler in America of which I

v o . ~eA
i 1

record,larded in New Amsterdam, July the 8th,-1604;
irly two hundred years later, we find the number swelled
the American almenac gives the number of Jews
ted States me 50,000 ; while the American Jewlsh year book
1901 gives the number as 1,045,000. So that in the
Lord Bachonsfisld's " The world+as by this time discovered

"

¥

, irpossible to desiroy the Jew,"and further says I can well afford
be callea a Jew." When the modern Jew enlightens himselfupon the ashieve
ments of his race, practices the virtues,and avoids the faultes of his

for a orious future for himself




The German Jews are the most highly respected, and on

many call themselvee German Jews when they are in reality Rus

Polish Jews, ere geems to be a great 4 of opinion among

L OT 8 One writer saye: " A Jew will never bscome a

" Another

again charged with a patri

soldier, whille other wri

take altogether a 0t us loock into some

1L

criticlisms to see if" they can be substantiated by facts, Of my personsal

knowledge I have never had the acquaintance of a German Jew who had

lived 1n this country the reguired length of time, and failed to become

of nited States, an enthusiastiec, progressive one at

stantially a foreignor wherever he may be,
that criticism, In fact, the history

country refutes nearly every serious charge or criticism against

the German Jew.

Starting with Jews, and not Isabella's Jewels, as the real finan-

cial basis of Columbus' discovery of and following down throfgh

the Colonial, Revolutionary, Civil, and Spanish- American wars, what
ri has the Jew taken in the development

In the early history of our country we find that
religous freedom was limited to those who belleved in

accompanied by a proviso which declared that any person who denied

ty should be punished with death; even after the Revolution,

though under the Constitution of the Unlted Statet o, Jew was elipible

hold:- an office under the government of

gome stetes declaration that he believed in the

Christian




These Intolerant provislione were not repealed in Maryland until

Eebeusry—2fth, 1825 , Though subjected to civil disabilities and un-

anecnable demands in most of the 8tates, where they had settled prior
to the Revolution, yet the Colonial cause found among the Jews ite
stanchest friends. Freely, they gave thelr lives for Independence and
aided,with their money, to equip an maintein the srmies of the Revolu-
tion.

The Non=-Importatior: Resolution in 1765, the first organized movement
in the agitatlion for the separation from the mother country,;- a document
still preserved in Carpenter's Hall, Philadelphiea,- contains the follow=-
ing Jewish names: Benjanin Levy, Samson Levy, Joaeph Jacobe, Hyman Levy,

Jr., David Franks, Mathlas Bush, Michsael Gratz, qunnﬂ: Gratz, andsifjesen

of volunteer infantry composed chiefly of Hebrews
under commard of Captain Lushington, was raised in Charleston, Socuth
Carolina., These soldiers afterward fought with great bravery under
General Moultrie at Beaufort.
The decision, reached in New York, in 1770, to make more stringent
the Non=- Importation Agreement which the colonists had adepted to bring
Englend to terme on the tazation gquestion, had smong its signers, Samusl

Judah, Hayman Levy, J¢ lose Jacob Meyers, Jonas

At & time, when the ginews of war were esseritial
Salomon responded to Robert Morris' appeal with § 300,000; and it various
ly estimated that he gave, all told, & 600,000, not a penny of which
has ever been repald to the heirs of the philanthropist and patriot.

But Haym Solomon was not the only Jew, who sacrificed his fortune
for independence; for we find that among the signers of the bills of
credit for the Continental Congress, in 1776, were Benjamin Levy of
Philadelphla and Benjamin Jacobs of New York, Samuel Lyon of New York

was among the signers of similar bills in 1779. [Isaac Moses, of Phila-

delphia, contributed § 15,000 to the Colonial Treasury, and Herman Levy,

anotheér Philadelphian, repeatedly advanced considerable sums for the

support of the army in the field. Manuel Mordecal Noah of South Caro-




- %%— ( Continued ) .

lina not only served in the army as an officer on Washington's staff,
and likewise with General Marion, but gave $ 100,000 to further the
causge in which he was enlisted,
Earlier,during the Revolution, two reached the
being Colonel Bsum, of Pennsylvani the other Colonel
who was sent to Europe as bearer of
England when officilally signed, and who figured
i President Washington's inaugural procession.
( Max J., Kohler, in The Amepican Mont
in/America have ever rejoiced in the proud privilege of pre-
forming all the dquties of Americar , ZLT“hlr, uhnth p on the battle-
public life, or in private
vigorously protested against being compelled to pay

stead of standing guard, like other ecitizens, and accordingly, we find

3
_"IIIL
Jews serving, in far more than thelr dug proportion, in our colonial

wars, in the Revolution, in the Civil War, and in
American War. The namse of over seven thousand
served during our Civil War have been collected by
Hon. Simon Wolf, of Washington,- andenormous proportio:
Jewish population of the time.
On the Union side New York alone furnished 1,55'
five Wenk brothers, Colonel Simon Levy
nin Lieutenant Alfred, and Capt
The Feder brothers
Ohlio, which furnished the next large
have the three Koch brothers. | e Permsylvanis,
50 sent three Jewish brothers Emanuel., Thus,
sent 53 men to both armies; and
Jewish
Confederate armies during the Civil War
150,000 Jews in the country at that time.
Among the Hebrew officers in the Unlon army who achieved

distinction I may mention Frederick Knefler who attained

‘ank reached by any Hebrew during the Civil War He
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Madison C, Peters in his book entitled " The Jew as a Patriot"

The Spanish= American War,

The Jewlsh Year Book for 1901 has had the records of the War Depart-
ment searched, and publishes the names of over 4,000 Jewish soldiers,
who served in the American armies during the war with Spain, The first
man to volunteer wae a Jew, and the firset American to be killed in
battle was ew So eager were the Jews to prove their loyalty to the

United States t 5,000 Jews of New offered their services to

Governor, through Nathan Straus, end as chaplain of the Nenth Regiment

G. N, Yoy T can testify to the eagerness with which the Jews came
to enlist and demonstrate thelr patriotiom when war was declared. A
carefiil perusal of the rolls by 8tates, as published In the Jewlsh Year
Book, ought to be sufficient evidence to refute the assertion made by
certain uninformed and prejudiced persons that the Jewish people were
not patriotic Americens. The—sdur— : iAo : dowerannot
hold up-t+te~he&@ In the presence of the recorde-of-the-Wer-Depanimert ,
which-ratified mere than 44000 furloughey—whieh-were granted—to-such
soldieng as-deslred. to-ecolebrate Rosh HeshanaR @il Yom Kipply at home,

" When war was declared," Captain A. W. Murray says, " the Jewish
press throughout the country reminded theip people of the wanton perse=
cution of the Hebrews by Spain, covering many years. They had been
driven from theilr esountry and deprived of their property by the cruel,
unjust Spanisrds, The young Hebrew men did not require urging. Their

America alone was enough,; and they flocked to the standard of

3 Stars and Stripes. "
a matter of history that they fought as bravely before

Manila and Santiago de Cuba as they did at Lelpsic and Waterloo; undew
Kaossuwsirami—eardtbaldli; before Sebastopol, Bsdows, and Sedan, The first
men to fall 1In the attach on Manila was Sergeant Maiuwice Justh, of the
FPirst California Volunteers( which regiment numbered 100 Jews).
Theodore Roossevelt, Lhewirrveopiddewaer of the Rough Riders
that in that brave regiment, which has challenged the admiratio
the world, the moet astonishing courage was displayed by the seven

Jewish Rough Riders, one of whom became a lieutenant. The Astor battery

numbered ten Jews, among their ninety-nine men, Fifteen Jews went down




to death in the Maine lestroyed in the harbor ol Havana; and there was

LG

not an engagement during the waz , Spain; 11 which Hebrews did not

take part. Many Jewlish names appear on e 1lst of kllled and wounded,

whide—tho muchre-matigned-Riestar—Fewsfurnished more than double-—-their

share of. v_o-}_i;xrﬁh-eem., Commander Adolph Marix, of the navy, a Hebrew, was

o}

Judge Advocate of the Maine Disaster Board of Inguiry,
could be ted whwere Americans of Hebrew extraction
and meritorlous serwice undsr the flag

Philippines,




The Jew in Politice.

£

Perhaps the first Jew elected {o offiece in this countiry was

i

¢ L4/ L | ‘\
Frederick Phillips, of Higsbehéeter—commby, who was elected to the

=

General Assembly of New York, On September 23, 1737, the Gensral
Assembly resolved that Jewe could neither vote for representatives nor

ied his sedt

California,
mer, of Baltimore, ,the 1t Attorney- General o

land and counsel for Rear= Admiral Schley,whose three hours' speech
at the close of the investigation made him nationally famotus
orator, the-mingled-iveny, lnveciive,—iively-humer,ahd-passiounale

|_recald-dng—tho rorvid periads.of Henvyy-Swiheouny-—and-Glery .

Louisiana alsc sent Judah P. Benjamin to the United

and Oregon have likewlise been represente
Jewish Senators, Joseph Segi

reasons, the Secretaryshilp of the Treas
and Ieador Straus decllned the Post

Cleveland'se cabinet.

JEWISH JUDGES.

following are some of the Hebrews who have held important judgeshipe:

Levy, whose admission to the bar of Philadelphia dates

back as March 18, 1778, after occupying various offi

Yo

Judge of " the Districe Court for ths

R4l

Mayer Isgac Franks has been mention=d ss a jJjudge of
Court of Pennsylvania, but the exact lLime when he served

( 1804=77 ) was Chief Justioge

Among the Supreme Oourt

(15

N, Cohen
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JEWISH CHBARITIES,

United 8B8tates
who suffersd

November, 1905, the sum

boundless asg

concelvable case
lebrew's heart.
The Jews of New 'k alone for their twelve leading chariti
Jagob. He-bohitdy who-hag
Wall Sti
withThis privedples always 1in
thoge~whom you benefit Dc

generogdly to lowe*them in their

Esther Herman ®re.gnly

oy - 1 LT -’ - £ £y
York we co 1fi Iene ‘v‘-hO are feamea fo1
3 it Yo
I hil =h g .vh."(.al‘ Y «

The almshouse 18 Yio need to prcvida for the Jew.

ty—-Ffive large, Jewish
have been dedicated in New York, Cleveland
Beston, Denver, Cmsho, Cincinnati, Baltimore, St. Louis, Chicago,
Pittsburg, and other American cities, These, added to the other

similar institutions, previously owned and endowed by the Jewish

people of our courtry , would indicate that they are doing their
shars towards the relief of suffering humanity.




RINANCT.

and peddling,

twelve hundred millionaires, there are about forty Jewlsh names,
large, of .'i_j

Goerman

the mi

ing topsther

=




One of the most valuable traits of the German ! is perhape his love
of education. Every public school in Ameriea is s great moral light-
house to the Jewish yout

Prof. Abraham Issacs says " The spirit that moves & poor peddler

iin a New York Jewish quarter to study Kant'e philosophy while on his

O LA 5 O 2 1 in t [ - 1 11 l t 18 1 ar) H e t QI L (e noe F.'-’I‘ O Larwlirl
= £ H = - ]
L Ilr].n_ s : to I‘Lal« in LJ. th arl {‘.‘.\.[ 6 8| 1" @ _{J

is peculiar to the Jew and proves his moral superiority though h

garments be torn and his occupation be lowly. The same

the poorest to send his children to the public sghool

at great personal secrifice to study for the learned professions

he knows that sducation is the most enduring wealth he can bequeat

That Jewish students gt school and college are among the most success=

ful is the general testimony of teachers in every city; and, apart

naturel aptitude, their high standing is duve to the interecst evinced

by their parents arnd the value assigned to education. It is suggestiv

to note that attention is being paid more and more tc manusl Iimse-

technical treining, with some good effort in the direction of agriculi-

ural pursuits. There is little doubt that the study of Talmud for

ten centuries and more has done much to develop-his brain-fibre and

make almeost innate & love of learning which nelther poverty nor priva-

tion can weaken, and which prosperity- that ruthless solvent of old~-

fashioned virtues- cammot wholly destroy. It 1s encouraging to note
same espirit among the wealthler element, an inoreasing number of

whose sons are turning from trade and entering the learned professions,

where pecuniary advaniages are least regarded.




( Mark Twain, in " Concerning the Jews,"
¥ =]

If the statlistice are right, the Jews consti

-

the human race. It suggests a melw®eus dim puff of st 5t t in

the blaze of the Milky Way. Properly the Jew ought hardly to be
heerd of, He 1s as prominent on the planet as any other people,
his commercial importance is extravagantly

smallnecss of his bulk., His contributic

marvelous fight in thie world, in all the

done it with hie hands tied behind him. Ee could be

be excused for it., The Egyptian, Babylonian,

Persian arose, filled the planet with sound and splendor, then

et il & I N

dreamstuff and passed away; the Greek and the Roman Tollowed,

and made a vast noise, and they are gone; other peoples have sprung up

and held their torch high for a time, but it burned out, and they sit

in twilight now or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all,
and ie now what he always was, exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities
of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no
dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but

the Jew, all other forces pass, but he rem 3 What is the secret




The Puritan Sabbath was certainly a day of rest for all
with the exception of the preacher whom History tells us preached two
sermons on Sunday of about three hours each; some of them longer. The
prayer at each sermon was one hour long, and as was the custom in those
old:Colonial days, the congreation remained standing during the prayer;
no doubt, some of them did not consider it a day of rest ; but they
certainly did get them out to church. It was the custom in those days
to appoint an officer similar toﬁéh%olice in some respects, whose
duties were to inspect the houses of the settlers after church time
and report all the people, young and old, who might be found taking a
Sunday morning nap or lounging about the premises; in fact, to report
every body who was not in church, to the authorities, and they were
brought before the magistrate and fined or punished in various ways.

Sabbath bBreaking by visiting was also frowned upon. In
Belfast, Maine, in 1776, a meeting was held to get the " Towns' mind
with regard to a plan to restrain visiting on the Sabbath. The time
had passed when such offences could be punished either by fine or
imprisonment, so it was voted, " that if any person makes unnecessary
visite on the Sabbath, they shall be looked on with Contempt. " This
was the universal expression throughout the Puritan colonies; and looked

on with contempt are Sabbath-breakers and Sabbath =slighters in New
- !f_._ a L 1 & 4 - f
England to the present day. ot ﬁ*&jﬂL”h baa AT Cipeg Ul
- 2 _ Eolees Lo ot ar—
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As late as 1774 the First Church of Roxbuery fined
non-attendance st public worship. In 1661 Thomas Scott " was fined
ten shillings unless he have learned Mr., Norton's'Chatacise' by the

next court. In 1760 the legislature of Massachusetts passed the

law that " and) person able of Body who shall absent themselves from

bublic worship of God on the Lord's Day shall pay ten shillings fine. "

By the Conneticut code ten shillings was the fine, and the law was not
suspended until the year 1770. By the New Haven code five shillings
was the fine for non-attendance at church, and the offender was often
punished as well. Captain Dennison, one of New Haven's most popular
and respected citizens, was fined fifteen shillings for absence from

bode a2 |7 70

chuech, 22 Ly




The strict observance of Sunday as a holy day was one of the
characteristics of the Puritan, Any profanity of the day was severely
punished by a fine or at the whipping post. The Citizens were forbidden
to fish, sail, row, dance, jump, or go riding for pleasure on the

Sabbath, The use of tobacco was forbidden near the Meeting House,

Thus in New London we find in the latter part of the seven-
teenth century a wicked fisherman presented before the court and fined
for catching eels on Sunday; another " fined twenty shillings for
sailing a boat on the Lord's day; " while in 1670 two lovers, John Lewils
and Sarah Chapman, were accused of and tried for " sitting together on
the Lord's day under an apple tree in Goodman Chapmen's Orchard," --
so harmless and so natural an act. In Plymouth a man was"sharply whipped"
for shooting fowl on Sunday; another was fined for carrying a grist of
corn home on the Lord's Day, and the miller who allowed him to take it

was also fined. [Elizabeth Eddy, of the same town was fined, in 1652,

e
" ten shilling iﬁd hanging out clothes." A Plymount man, for attending

to his tar pits on the Sabbath, was set in the stocks, James Watt, in
1658, was publicly reproved " for writing a note about common business

on the Lord's Day, st—léast—in-the gveitnr-Somewhat. too-seon." A Plymouth
man who drove a yolk of oxen was " presented" before the Court, as was
also another offender, who drove some cows a short distance " without
need " on the Sabbath.

In Newbury, in 1646, Aquila Chase and his wife were presented
and fined for gathering peas from their garden on the Sabbath, but upon
investigation the fines were remitted, and the offenders were only admons=
ished. In Wareham, In 1772, William Estes asknowledged himself " Gilty
of Racking Hay on the Lord's Day " and was fined ten shillings; and in
1774 another Wareham citizen, " for a breach of the Sabbath in pulling

apples, " wae fihed five shillings.




Surely the Founders of this land of ours started the structure

on a good foundation. Perhaps no other Nation on earth was ever

ushered into existance under such strict religous influences by

A violeAd
sucﬁdpure}1wall—meaning God-fearing people. K
o))

While a good many of the Sunday lawgﬂtheir time would not
seem to fit the present generation; still, I believe that we of
today have lots to thank our New England fathers for ¢ the seed thus
sown has left he=—SUP% its impression on the generations that followed,
The Sabbath day meant more to the Puritans than it does to us. He
geemed to live all the week through getting in the proper mood to
worship God on Sunday. It was his chief delight to think of getting
up at an early hour on the Sabbath morn{ng, walking a long distance
through the wilderness with his family on foot, tdfjgwthree hour
sermon, then eating a cold lunch and in the aftsrnéon another two or
three hour sermon; through all this time he and his family sat on a
hard slab or bench without any back, and then the long cold journey
scross the hills back to his humble log hut-- and these seemed to be

his happiest moments.

I say Sunday meant more to those people than it does to us.
" Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it Holy " was lived up to as near
as weak, sinful humanity was capable of doing. I tell you, I believe
that there was more true, self-denial, more true Christ-like, Christ
tatght, Christianity in one of those little crude Puritan Meeting
Houses than ever saw the light of day in some of our large twentieth-
century churches,with all our boasted enlightenment and advanced
civilization. CﬂLéme%ﬁ

A strict Sabbath observance in Cﬁﬂ%&%ﬂahélimes was consldered
the proper thing even among the " swell set ",if you please., One was
ostracized from the best society who did not observe the Sabbath: and
I fail to fing that these people did not live up to their Sunday
tesachings during the week @& from which I would infer that a correct

Sabbath observance leads us to a better every-day life.




1

Perhape our forefathers observed the Sabbath by attehding church in
131‘331' numbers than is now the custom ,but,we should remembé=llie-

other forms of christian worship,such as Young Peoplef§e Societies

Y.M.C.A work,and numerous otherf} Christian organizations were not
Common or even attempted in colonial times.. Bach succeeding generation
for the last 250 asmmmwsiwwwssd- yoars have dropped some of the Puritan

sabbath laws and customs, and each as well has taken on other new

i

2 | RS
laws and customs, cilv? ’viy [ 3vee ) v 1S
p

I think we can safely say that there still remains

with us as our safe guide a very large part of the old Puritan

teachings., Wecan not get away from them.They are a part of our very

being.

Ifirmly believe that a child brought up by Godly parents »

amid Christian surroundings in its younger days, although it may
wander at times c¢lose to dangerous payhs and seem to forget its
early training ,still I believe that the Christian influences that

surroudedts childhood days will eventually predomionate,
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BAPTISTS' WORK IN CUBA AND PORTO RICO.

The destruction of the U. £. battle-ship " Maine" in Havana
harbor, Feb 15th, 1898 ; the message of Pres. Mc. Kinley to Congress the

following April, " in the name of humanity, civilization and christianity,

that war in Cupa must stop ; " together with some doings in Manila bay
a T

and at San 6iég§lé little later, gave the Baptists' Home Missionery
Society an opportunity to demonstrate to the world what it was good for.
It opened up a large field close to home.

Three million souls illiterate, degraded, without a religion,
leas than one third éf them able fo read and write; only about half of
them legaly married; only a remnant of a Nation left after bitter
warfare and Wylerism, Cuba, after four hundred years of Romanism, Spanish
misrule, and degredation; falls to the lot of the American people.

If there was ever an opportunity for us as a Christian nation,
to in some manner ghow our appreciation of what Christianity has done
for us, that opportunity has been ours for the last ten years.

" Am I my Neighbor's Keeper ? "

To answer the biblical question
what have we accomplished in Cuba ?
From nothing in 1898, the work has grown until the reperts for
1907-8 show a total of 85 churches; 26 ocut stations ; 1800 members;
22 chapels, and 5 pastors' reslidences; 30 Sunday Schools with
members; and 180 baptisms during the last year.
The value of church buildings in Cuba is § 55,000 ; of
pastors' residences, § 8,000; and of school buildinge and equipment,
$ 46,000 --- a total of §$ 110,000.
There are now 1l ordained preachers, & Americans, 4 Spaniards
=

end 2 Cubans ; 9 wunordained preachers, 3 Spaniards and 6 Cubans ;

7 lady missionaries; 12 teachers, 6 Americans and 6 Cubans and

Spanish ;3 200 pupils in colleges and schools.




£

During the nine years more than 2,000 converts have been
baptised; Christian homes have been established; and native workers

ave been called of God to preach, and have been trained for His service.

" 1

A monthly paper, El Mensa jero," is published at Camaguey. One
Association gathers all the workers together annually. The churches are
undertaking to pay all incidental expenses and a percentage of ths
pastors' saleries, with the goal of self-support kept in view.

A profound impression has been made upon the people by our
missions.

All this, and more too, has been accomplished by the Baptists'
Home lMissionary Society, in Cuba, where ten years ago, there were solid

Roman Cathelic Communities, snd such a thing as & Baptist church
s g )

Sunday School, or Mission, had never been heard of.

IN PORTO RICO, WHAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED,

Within nine years, 28 churches have been organized,with 1,592
e
members. Ther are also &4 out stations ; 85 Sunday Schools, with
1,500 attendants, They have 13 church edifices and 4 parsonages.

The total value of missionary property is now § 80,000,

At the two chief cities, San Juan and Ponce, they have large and

beautiful houses of worship, and excellent houses zlso in six other

cities of second grade, Through the efforts of lMrs. Troyer, a
girls' school has been established at Coamo, and it is proposed to

enlarge this work to include both sexes, and arrange for theoclogical
training as well, A seml-monthly paper, 31 Evengelista, is published;

There 1s an Association which meets annually; and many native workers
have already been developed. The churches contributed last year about

$ 2,000. for self-support.
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Thus we find that in Cuba and Porto Hico today, we have
63 Baptist churches with a membership of 3,318 ; 116 Sunday Echcols
with 2,800 scholars,

You will note , that while the church membership ef Cuba and
Porto Rico is about 3,300 , that the Sunday School attendance is only

Baptist people

2,800 . Does this indicate that we,have Americanized five-hundred
of our church meémbérs %

The total valuation of church and mission property in Cuba and
Porto Rico combined, is about § 200,000. In the anmnual reports of
Drs. Moseley and Rudd, our general Missionaries for Cuba and Porto Rico,
they seem to be highly pleased at what has been accompllished in the last

22 z-.c:’f\

nine year's time, and think that the growth =& development of Baptist
work on the Islands has been most remarkabla.

Now, I suppose that this is true, but expressing my own
opinion it occurs to me, that considering the fact that the past ten
years have been most prosperous ones for we Americans, that the resulte
are not as large as they should have been. It may not be popular with
this Club; it may not meet with the approval of Baptists generally,
to critisize ourselves, personally, as well as the Baptist churches and

societies, but it does seem to me that we have fallen far short of our

duty to these people and tc our Maker, when we consider the paltry,

stingy support that we have given our Missionaries the last year in
Cuba and Porto Rico.

I may not be correct in these figures, but according to the
last annual report, it would indicate that we only spent last year about
& 25,000. 1in Peortc Rico and the same amount in Cuba. Not a very large
sum to spend among 3,200,000 of our worthy, down-trodden, illiterate,

and unchristianized neighbors, is it ?




<
How niggerdly, how stingy, how unamerican, has been our
support of these few Missionaries; and we have only a few American
Baptist active field Workers in Cuba and Porto Rico today.

These people belong to us in every sense of the wordj they are
our next-door neighbors; we are responsible for their very existence today;
Uncle Sam is their God-father. Did we not free them from the yoke of
Spanish mis-rule 7 Is it not one of our solemn duties to point out to
them the way of light ?

Oh ! What a glorious field; what an opportunity, if we only
grasp it, and make the most of it for God ? A people who are bright,
whe naturally believe in us and our institutions; their hands are
stretched ocut to us for help. The cry comes back to us from every
iissionary that we have ever sent amohg them; these people, our own
neighbors, without a God; without a religion; without hope; without
education; And why do we hesitate T Very largely on financial grounds.

We contribute millions annually for sports; millions for
show and glamor; millions for extravagances and unnecegsaries;-- and
pennies for Missions, And still we pray for world-wide christianization.

" ©Oh, Consist®ency, thou art a Jewel. "

It is oenly recently that the Laymen's movement in behelf of

missionsy has been taken up and pushed by the Laymen, which to my mind
is the most practical missionary movement since the history of Missions
began., Heretofore, the great cause of Missions has been left very
largely in the hands of the Clergy, who are azlready over-burdened, and
in the hands of a few zealous, church women; while the grest masses of
Christian people laid back, seemingly indifferent to the grest cause.

I think we can look for something better along the line of
Missions in the next few years. America possesses competent workers,
abundence of wealth, and I believe a Christian spirit in a degree suffi-

cient to lead the world's christianization movement to a glorious and
successful realization when once stirred to activity,




Dr. Morhouse says: " The measurc of our duty is determined by

the deplorable religious conditions of the prople; by their proximity

to us; by their accessibility and reediness to receive the Gospel; by

their particularly friendly disposition toward this country. As it was
our privilege in the interest of humanity to help in Cuba's emancipation
from the Spanish yoke and pilot her on her new career, so it should be
esteemed a privilege by the Christian people of this country to crown
that work by the religious emancipation of Cuba, which-them Trmdeed shell

be-Cuba Libre. Shall the ' Pearl of the Antilles' become, through our

efforts, a pearl in the diadem of our Lord © "
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" Father " Sherman, Roman Catholic Chaplain with the Americen Army in
Porto Rico, wrote tc a Catholic Journal: " Porto Rice is a Catholic
country without religion; that is to say, there is @ little practical
Catholiecity here, and no other pretended religion whatsoever.

The Clergy do not seem to have any firm hold on the native people,

nor have they any lively sympathy with Porto Ricans or Porto Rico."

To General Brooks, he reported: "

Now that the priests are deprived
Government aid many are leaving the country. The Church has

united with the State and so identified with it, in the eyes of the
people,that it must share the odium with which Spanish rule is commonly

regarded. The sacrament of Confirmation has not been administered for

many yesa in a great part of the island. Religion is dead on the

island . is verdict is abundently confirmed by our missionaries,
p J

The San Juan News " says: " is8es of the prople have no religion
at all, and but a small minority are adherents of the Roman Catholic

Church, " Romanism is in ruins in Porto Rico.
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Question before the Social Science Club:

" Should our Army and Navy be increased? "

I deem 1tf;ﬂnaot unfortunate thing that this most excellent but

war=like paper ef—ihePeowewnle should be sprung upon us just now at
the happy Christmes time, when our thoughts and hearts are naturally
directed toward the teachings of Christ; and I wondered as I read hié
paper, if itweee not another exgmg}e of not practicing what we preeach.
I doubt very much thatign the %ﬁéﬁﬁi}s Sunday occupation as Superin-
tendent of our Sunday School, he advocates the same pricipals and
theories embodied in his paper.

Does " Peace on Earth good will toward Men" mean " In time
of Peace prepare for War", or has Christ's beautiful teaching " Do
unto othere as you would that others should do unto You" .been dig-
carded for the médern version by David Harum " Do unto others as
others would like to do untp you, only do it first"?

No doubt the Bee®er wae born about the time of the late
unplegsantness id the South along in the Sixties, when the very
atmostphere wae permeated with things of .a war-like nature. Two of
the Doctor's brothers, I believe,are now engaged in the military
service of our Country, and no doubt the desire to fight was inheri-
ted by the whole family.

War used to be an incident to us, and not & permanent
occupation. This wae formally the ground theory of the Americen
people. Are we now going to depart from thie theory; I sincerely hope
not.

this

Senator Hele made $ke most remarkable statement in the
United States Senate only last week 3 " I don't suppose the people
of the country appreciate it. I don't know that the Senate does, that
two=thirds of the revenues of the country today are devoted to the
peyment of the burdens of pest wars, like pensions,end expenditures
in view of future wars, Of all the taxes that ere laid , and all the
revenues collected, nearly two-thirds are expended for the militariee

in a broad way. "




It does seem strange that England, France, Germany, and the
United States, the three leading Christian nations of the World,
should also be the three leadiggiigngattle-ahips and Standing Armies.
What are the connections between"Battle-ships and Christianity%e-
between"War and the Teachings of Christ 7 "

These se-esile four or five so-called leading Christian Nations
seem to distrust each other,

The theory of the éﬁéﬁﬁr‘ﬁ paper, seeme to be for the United
Statee to increase our Navy by twenty new, modern murdering machines
because each of the Christian Nations are doing like-wise, Then where
do we stand? Just wherc we were before. Then in order to keep up the
showing, and to convince the world that we are a World Power, and
propose to keep up with the pace, s¥t by the other Christian KNations,
suppose we construct a hundred more, and so on and on, while each of
the other nations continue to do like=wise, jow much better off are
we¥ Following out thiis theory, I fail to find a logical conclusion,
Whére will we Btop? The idea seems to be that after & while, all the
netions of the world will go bankrupt éxcept the U, S. ; and that
resolves the qpeSLlon into one of financering ,

The Eﬁeﬁébi paper Btates that we are now spending only about
one dollar per=cap- in the United Statees for the maintainance of our
Army and Navy. In itself, that does not lock large; but when you conside
er that onlgﬂgerson out of every ten is a tax-payer, it makes a radically
different showing. It means that every tax-payer is now paying ten
dollars per annum toward the Army and Navy, end if the navy is taiétrength—
ed or enlarged to the extent that he suggests at the present, it means

that about three times as much money should be spent along that lime

to bring our navy'ﬁﬁ;to that of England, whieh, in his opinion, would

be about the proper ﬁositiou for us to occupy at the present time,
which would mean about thirty dollarse per=cap= to be wrung from each
tax payer annually. That soundes quite different to my ears as a tax
payer from the statement of the lgadmng paper, that we are only spend-
ing about one dollar per=-cap= at the present time for the maintainance

of our Army and Navy.
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We heve increased our naval ezpenditures seven~hundred percent
within the last eighteen years, and the leading paper infers thet it
should be very largely increasged over what it now i1s.

To stand second to England, as the leading paper suggestis,
would demend an annual naval expenditure of two~hundred millions,
Already Congress is obliged to ocut down its appropriations for all
other public improvements,

Who wants this enormous Navy?- The manufecturers of steel, of
armor, and the ship manufacturere; One writer suggests that there is

: probebly a slight profit in the manufacture of battle-ships at eight-
millione a piece. The Naval experts also want a larger navy, a8 a
matter of professional pride,in pushing our Navy to the head of the

procession, But why sengible, patriotic Americens who understand the
genius of their country and who have read history even a 1little,
and who want our Republic to escape the entanglements and delusions
which have wrought havoe with the greatest empires of the past- why
they should want to surrender the policy which we followed for a
hundred years with success, end adopt the policy of governments
which are belng slowly crushed by the weight of their armaements,
thies is, indeed, & puzzle.

Amongiéhief reasons advanced favoring a larger navy, are the
following: A large mavy is the moet potent means of securing pesace;
it is essential to the maintenance of Peace; preparedness for war is
the beat possible guarantee of Peace . All history provee that the
way to preserve peace is to prepare for peace. This has been the
doctrine of our fore-fathers, and their policy hae worked well,

One thing you can rest assured , when we get our WNavy up to the
desired size we will use it. Some one will insult us, step on our
toes in some of the markets of the World; then the ship-menufacturers,
the naval experts, and the war=like pggggnﬁgigﬁgcmd will boil, and
there will be war., OChas, E, Jeffersony D. D, in the Independent of gggé

Before we had a navy we never knew the sense of fear, We

walked unarmed among the nations of the earth, and people of all lands

were our friends. Now that we have our battle-shipe we are in a state

of chronic alarm. We are suspected, feared, and in many quarters hated.

We listen breathlessly to hear what far-off critics are saying about
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us, We read each day in magazine or paper of some new and fearful peril.
We know not what a day may bring forth. We have whetted our sword in
the ears of the nations, and have said to our neighbors, " If you want
g scrap, come ong "

And this is the nation from which the world had exzpeected better
things, the Republic which influenced and led the natiouns without =
navy for a hundred years, which defended the Monroe Doctrine againet
France and against the British Empire, not by might nor by power, but
by the potent spirit of & great people who dared to do justly and to
love mercy.

To some of ue it ie inezpressibly ead the change which hag come over
the spirit of meny of our people. Wealth has spoiled us, success has
coarsened us, power has intoxicated us., We are becoming cheap and
common, aping the customs of nations far below us, Losing our faith
in morsl forcee, we are being swayed more and more by the ideals which
brought Rome to ruin, and which we once counted it our greatest jJoy

to have eBcaped. To us as a nation was granted the inestimable privi-

lege of doing & beautifuland original thing, of walking among the

nations as their helper and friend, trusting them and being trusted
by them in return, never 38ting by bristling guns and deadly
projectiles that we were eneny or that they were ours. God gave
us a continent washed by two broad oceans that here unmolested
work out in peace the probleoms of berty and love. FEurope is a
prejudices, enmities and age=long hatreds.Nothing original can be
attempted there Men must watch one another sword in hand., But to
ven a home far away from the rivalries that embittered and the
hatreds which destroyed in order that we might succeed where all who
went before us had failed. But, alas:~ the seductions of Egypt are
too mighty for us, the brute in us is too strong. Our ideals have
for many eyes grown dim. Instead of spending our money on our public
improvemon£ which would make America the wonlﬁf of the world, or upon
the black race, which might be made one of the greal races of history,
we are squandering hundreds of miilions on instruments of slaughter,
thereby educating a new generation of America boys to barbaric ideals

life, and bringing down the moral tone of the world.
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it is that all this is done in Christendom, and

under the dire n and with the sanction of the men who pray, " Our

and who claim to find heaven's will expressed in the Sermon on

Father,
Mount. The Ozar of Russia, the Emperor of Germany, the President
the King of England and the President the United Statoes
them professedly Christian men, surrounded by counselors who
to be Christians, and yet they allow the intolerable outrage
armed peace to go on, The first thing we give to Pagan peoples
ted methods in the art of humen slaughter. Japan uses our
Small wonder is it
Philosophers of India ask in perplexity: "™ 8s Christianity indeed
religion that is to come, or are we to look for anothser? ™ But some
one 8ays that America cannot disarm until all other nations do.
Our reply is: Can she not make a beginning? Can she not lead t

way?
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I believe that 51;_w;_u o gid to assespore is & fgir sample
underpaid public: ¢ igls et. us stop and consider for a moment
duties, and responeibilities
asgessor is the fountain head ; in fact, the all powerful
aver thirty million dollars of revenues that are collected
annually and turned into the treasuriecs of the state. He 1t i8; 10 &
very large eéxtent, who determines whether you shall pay ten dollans tax

i 9 - a'eyd ¥ - tuging
a hundred; he it is, who establishes the basib of ality ¥for taxing

purposes between man {
ﬁwyﬂ @EMMP' { Fes o
What are the average sssessors' suslifiemtioms , guelifi
4

. alars ! :
&8 an expert along the line ofqg;uaAeugﬂ Do you think Tor a minute that

they are elected becaude of their expert abhility ulong the line of values

of property in gemeral ? No, not at all. They are usuzlly

because they have the ability to get votes, anf because the

small and insignificant that a good business man wouldn't congic

accepting the job for a minute., 'Just bring the matter right

illustrate The Mankato assessorship pays sixty dollars per

the three months in the y=ar that s is e e te devote hia entirs

time to asasessment matters, and in that time, he it eXpected to .apsees

sonial property in the City of Mankato, and the balance ﬁg
a member of the Board of Publie Works., Now, he gets one

hundred and eight dollars a year as assessor of the City of Mankato, ‘How
We

much kad-we- ought to expect for one hundred and eip phty dollars ¥  Just
."'! -

about what we get , and no more. We pay an official ‘one hundred and eighty

dollars a ye&r Ho lay the annual fopudation for our city revenue, amounting

uua&xaﬁ.-ﬂ et
to £*%%wﬁﬁmﬁaé*tj thousand dellars poF year, and in tho country districts

the same conditions exist, only worse. To you and me, the assessor
official
most important mem in the county, has the most authority, carrics
responsibility, gets the smallest pay, and is us uslly the' most
incompétent.
I just left my paper to make a tax receipt on a piece of
fankato property that sold today for eighteen hundred dollars, and I

noticed that the assessed valuastion was four hundred and twenty dellars,

A%

whieh is supposed to be fobty per cent of the uctuu, wﬂluﬂ Luﬁu« LA‘*E7LQZ i
Unvdmrsier / by A.r ﬂ-r.:»é OA:LMX’ /f-//é// b2l T gl Fi- -1" (7( A MUM //?"‘“f’“‘i Sy éw‘d}’/‘;
//1 I had oeassion to attend an auction b&lb in the country, recently

Wh”'g the farmer sold at w=siien oihl e,
L¢A%nftﬁ ﬂahng_ﬂﬂmwwﬁ freys édf‘m)- _ 3 2 —7 @%;JJ,#ﬂwwfwd-éf
L -4 =

o /\ru_,n—»/ 224 A =y, sl




uction wder the hammer, thirty-three hundecd dollars worth of stock

<

and- other personsgl property. I looked his asselsme up in’ the tax book

on my return, @nd found that he was assessed on three hundred dollars

-

wokth of personal property, which is supposed to be ifty per eent of
2 202207 pAA
actual value, G\ -1 ot /{"L cevnih) %’ o & (bl e
(il -7
J82 T Gralisntisin amistinit Y G oE
By an agreement of the assessors, all planosi in the county

at eighty dollars valuation; some are old, wornout
worth fifty dollars or less; those are largely Pound
the poor people; and some are worth up to six.hindrec
a8 are found in the homes of the wealthier clasgs
uniferm valuation,- eight, dollarse. Horsod are all assesgod
F o

ars, no matter' if they are worth five hundred. The diamo

qc-mrﬂ—"v ever Tound on the agsoess

v r; R it

h¥nk that in all of Blue chn“‘ h

dozen people assessed for diamonds, while there are, no doubt,
hundred people who own and wear them, But the pcoor man's cow

his dog ‘very rarely escapes the assessor's notice.

the coun}

rould Taver making y3gor the highest salaried offfiicial,

thus placing the compensation in keeping with the i ~tance of thg

position, = Have one assessor in sach county employ a sufficient nunmbrer

of deputles to do the work, and do awey alt ther with the loeal

township and village assessor) aind st leas nake an

i St tempt

work in an intelligent, businesslike manner:;
regponsible head in cach county and could dema:
Do you realize that thirty-eight millions is & vory large

noney to raise anmually by taxation ¢ When placed on the per capita

oo 1

basis the figures convey to the ordinary citizon a personal meaning of
the cost of government. The 2y capita expenditures Ffor state and local

governments in Minnesota f 1908 was nineteen dollars per capita, or

J_"
ninety=five. 3 f'o family of flive. That this burden of taxes
should be 1we8tly and ocquallj Lloned and not be levied in the
haphazard, unbuginesslike metl 8 that we today employ will be conceded

&

by any thinking person.




astonishing that the actual tax payer# devotes
go: Iittle to posting himselfropegarding the soupsse of our revenues.
Put a proposed tax law amendment beBore the voters at any general

election and a very small percentage of the votere even take the time

to veote for or against it. For, in order ito adopt an amendment to the

constitution, it must receive the affirmative vote of & ma

lority of

x

gll votes cast at the elcti ot merely a majority of the
upon the amendnent
the errors in
have Ffailed .
It-might be interesting to-neote the different sources
Minnesota spent thirty-eight millions of money #ast year in
gbout the following manner
State expenditures twelve millions
County ” five millions

City & Village expenditures, eleven millions

"

eight millionus
Until 1907 the collecting of this vas
been accomplished in a haphazard mamnmer that I have indicated, and it was
the legislature of 1907 that our taxingmachinery, which worked
well forty or, fifty years ago, had completly broken dowit and was
wte ond unjust in meeting the demands of today, Up to
time, no apscial organization was charged with the business of
studying and superzising the taxes and tax system of the state through-
out the year,
Such a great business, invelving the sum of § 80,000,000 as
the welfare of many individuals and communitics, demanded sooner
ater a epecial department of the state to study and supervise, .direct
and report upon the tax system,. In accordance with that view the
legislature of 1907 created a tax commission,
" Under the new law the commission is made the central
authority with general supervision over the taxing machinery of the state

and the officsrs who are engaged in operating it.

L




Inthe Ffirst bi—annuﬁl report of the Mimnesota tax commission
gcently submitted to the Gaviruur and leglslature, hey have made a
number of rscommeh&utions. The first recommendation ie that we do away
with tho local village and township assessors and have one couniy ascessor,
who shall be elected by popular vote for the term of four years.
Now, 1in compliance with that recommendstion, such & bill was
prepared and effered submitted to our present legi
surprise of the people of the state was a few days ago
means that for the present, at leas we are to grind away with the sane
old machinsry.
some. of their other suggestiong,however, have been acted
no :
more favorably, and on the whole, there is.guestion biit
working along proper lines and much
the future. Ths personell of our tax commission , however,
8ll the other 'of Our-*ﬂtﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬁl,.;ﬂ%mﬂﬂ be maintained at a high

4.

standing. Political debts should not be paid by appointments to member-

4 -~ gt “ 11 ” 10 My 3 %7 e Sen oy S
shilip on any of our commissions his, o nmy mind, 48 a4 very important

matters Special qualifications rather than political pull shoulc

L

govern all appointments, I am soory that I cannot go into this matter

more fu out in a twenty minute paper it is not posnible.

The laying and collectilrg of so many millions of revenue annually
for.state, county, township, village, clty and school purposss is
evidence of the advanced position we occupy as a peoplé. In'common with
private wealth and its developments the state hae prospered
our revenues are injudiciously spent, that we have palid for experiments

cases is $rue,; still, inu my opinion, Mimesota has
very fortunate in the past in the high character and buslness ability
of her officials dhd legislatures, For oxample: the commission that
built our most beautiful state capitol is among the few statec capitol
commissions whose work was done in e honest, conscientious and capabls
manner without graft. In fact, all of our boards and commissions through
whoge hands passe® seme-of the t sume of public money ammually have
always been abdave suspision.

That each year the sum collected and expend grows largsr

and larger only shows that we are an aggressive, sgsive people, =a#
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J. A EWIN G, County TREASURER
LEWIS DAVIS, Deputy.
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