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SEVENTH GENERATION

who was serving (1955) in the Cana
dian Navy
(¢) Mary Rohrer, m, Addison Fingel;
lived Brantiord, Ont.; 2 daus.
707 (6) Joseph Cameron Rohrer b, 19 Oct, 1882
361
WILLIAM HENRY STACKHOUSE
Ann Maria McClish, 177)
b. 24 Nov. 1850 (FB) in Charlotteville tp., Norfolk
Co., Ont.
d. 21 June 1925 (FB); bur. Johnson cem., St. Wil-
liams, Ont,
m. Mary Ann Williams b, 7 May 1856 (FB: GS,
1855); . 20 Nov. 1925; bur. beside husbaind
William succeeded to the homestead of his father
David Stackhouse, Lot 2, Con. 1, Charlotteville,
Mary Ann was an invalid for 15 years preceding
her death but outlived her husband by 5 months.
Children (7, all b, Charlotteville) :
768 (1) Thomas Cameron Stackhouse b, 29 Apr,
1875
(2) William Stackhouse b. 1 Nov. 1876 d.
17 July 1921; bur. Newkirk cem., St.
Williams; m, Margaret MecAllister b.
Ireland;  William  farmed the Mary
Hunter farm on Con. 3, Charlotteville,
and worked at the Government Forestry
Station ; c¢h.:
(a) Lloyd Stackhouse b, abt. 1919 ; unm.
(1956) ; engaged in the Christmas
resided on Lot 1,
Con. 2, near the Forestry Station
Lorne Stackhouse b. 13 Mar. 1879
Charles Stackhouse b. 18 Jan. 1887, a
twin (the other twin died)
David Stackhouse b. 4 Oect. 1892: d. at
6 mos, :
Bruce Stackhouse b, 7 Aug.
Mar, 1895
Flizabeth

( parent :

tree  business;
769
770

1894 d. 22

Eva Stackhouse b, 27 Oct.
1897

Nonrees N ellie { 11, Wil

771
Stackhouse,

Tt v il Pavid Stackhouse, father of
William: Henry, which was in her possession in 1956,

Charles

aliove: | Fanily

362

ALONZO (parent: Hannah Price,
178)

b. abt. 1831 in Charlotteville tp., Norfolk Co., Ont.

n. Electa abt. 1839 in the United

States

TISDALLE

I'reston |a,

249

Alonzo came into possession of the homestead of
his father Ephraim Tisdale, Lot, 18, Con. 5, Char-
lotteville.  In the census of 1871 he was listed
as a farmer of English descent belonging to the
Church of Scotland.
Children (10, all b, Charlotteville) :
(1) David Tisdale b. Nov. 1860
(2) Hannah Tisdale b, 26 Feb. 1862
(3) Leah Tisdale b. 6 Aug. 1863
(4) George Tisdale b, 24 Mar, 1865; suc-
ceeded to the Tisdale homestead and was
living on it in 1898 (LPS 260)
(5) William Tisdale b. 17 Oct. 1866
(6) Margaret Tisdale b. 6 Nov. 1869: m,
John Mathews; 2 ch.: Sarah and Wesley
Mathews
(7) Alonzo Tisdale b, 18 July 1872
(8) Edith Tisdale b. 2 Oct. 1874; m, George
Carr; ch.: Edward Carr
772 (9) Edward Craig Tisdale b. 14 May 1878
(10} Florence May Tisdale b, 4 July abt. 1880

363 GAnad 'l‘;zz""i%‘\

DAVID TISDALE (parent: I'lann*Pricc, 178)

b. 8 Sept. 1835 in Charlotteville tp., Norfolk Co.,
Ont,

d. 1911; bur. Oakwood cem.. Simcoe, Ont,

m. 16 Nov. 1858 Sarah Araminta Walker b, 1837,
dau. of James Walker of Woodhouse tp., Nor-
folk Co.; she d. 1925 and was bur. beside her
husband

David studied law in the offices of G. R. Van Nor-

man, Simcoe, and of D. B. Read, K.C., Toronto,

and graduated from Osgoode Hall, Toronto, Ad-
mitted to the bar in 1858, he practiced in Simcoe
and was created Queen’s Counsel (prosecuting at-

torney) in 1872,

David took a leading part in the construction
of railroads connecting Lake Erie and Georgian
Bay, and for a number of years was president of
the company that controlled three such railroads,
later merged with the Grank Trunk Railway and
eventually with the Canadian National Railways.
He arranged the financing and construction of
branches of the Grand Trunk Railway from Park-
head to Owen Sound and from Waterloo to El-
mira; also for the South Norfolk Railway connect-
g Simcoe with Port Rowan. His most ambitious
project never came to fruition. This was for the
ronstruction of a 2l-foot ship canal to connect
Lake ILrie with Lake St. Clair in order to avoid

o, o N,
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the “shoals. currents, and narrow passages™ of the
Detroit River at Lake Ervie.  He was president of
a company chartered to construct the canal, but
construction was never begun.  He had interests
also in lumbering, mining, sheep farming, and cat-
tle raising, and was chairman of the executive
committee of the Crown Life Insurance Co.

In 1861 David enlisted as a private in a com-
pany of militia organized for defense during the
uncertainties attending the Civil War in the United
States.  In that year there was apparent danger of
a DBritish-American clash after a Northern naval
officer had forcibly removed from the British ship
Trent Confederate envoys James M. Mason and
John Slidell.  In 1864 David volunteered with his
company as part of a battalion to guard the Niagara
frontier from breaches of neutrality laws by South-
ern refugees.  He was on active service also in the
Fenian raids of 1865 and 1866. In the latter year
he was made licutenant-colonel of a battalion of 8
companies comprising the 39th Norfolk Rifles. 1In
1872 he was officially thanked by the Militia De-
partment of Canada for dispersing a “United
States mob” Which had assembled at Port Dover
to witness a prize fight. He retired from active
command in 1876,

David served for a number of years as coun-
cilor and reeve of Simcoe, and was a member of
the Norfolk County Council. He was a strong
advocate of the confederation of the British colon-
ics, which was consummated on 1 July 1867. 1In
the Canadian elections of 1867 and 1872 he took an
active part, supporting candidates who favored con-
struction of the Intercolonial and Canadian Pacific
Railways to span the continent from Nova Scotia
He was himself a Conserva-
tive candidate for a scat in Parliament in the elec-
tion of 1874 and campaigned mainly on this issue,
but he was defeated. He was elected in 1887 and
re-clected in 1891, 1896, and 1900, From 1891 to
1896 he was chairman of the Standing Committee

to British Columbia.

on Railways and Canals. David advocated protec-
tive tariffs for Canada and preferential tariffs with-
in the British Empire. For a short time in 1896
Militia and
signed when his party was defeated in a general
election in that year,

he was Minister of Defence but re-

Children (5, all b. Simeoe) :

773 (1) Araminta Augusta (“Meta”) Tisdale b.
21 Aug. 1859

774 (2) Magegie Gordo Tisdale b. 10 Aug. 1861

SEVENTH GENERATION

775 (3) William Edgett Tisdale b, 19 Mar, 1864
(4) David Robb Tisdale L. 1866; . 1937;
bur, Oakwood cem., Simcoe; m. Vera
Curtis, dau, - of Henry Edmund and
Ellen Curtis*; in 1884 he took up a
homestead in Wyoming and  acquired
considerable capital, which he lost in the
stock crash of 1929; later he had an ap-
ple orchard in Norfolk Co.; Vera re-
sided (1956) in Simcoe; no ch.
(5) Christie Tisdale b, abt. 1870; d. at age
of 6 of scarlet fever: bur, Oakwood cem.

Sources: Source for David’s career is a brochure signed
“WOW.", undated but printed about 1905,

364
AROSAMOND PRICE (parent: Stephen Price,
179)
b. 4 May 1834 in Walsingham tp., Norfolk Co.,
Ont., near St. Williams
d. 17 Jan. 1879 at Ossian, lTowa; bur. Centennial
cem., Ossian
m. 16 Apr. 1857 at St. Williams, James Adolphus
Hart b. 29 July 1832 at Vittoria, Ont., son of
“Thomas Hart (1807—1898) and his wife Mary
Ann Pease (b. 1814) of Simcoe, Ont.; James
d. 15 Oct. 1913 in Simcoe; bur. Centennial
ceml.
While Arosamond and James were engaged to be
married, James undertook homestead duties in Cal-
mar tp., Winneshick Co., la., leaving her behind to
escape the frontier hardships. Meanwhile, James’s
father noted that Arosamond was becoming very
friendly with the preacher in the Wesleyan Meth-
odist Church and sent for his son to return home
and claim his bride, which he did. On the day of
the marriage she received a certificate of removal
from the church, signed by John Wakefield, Super-
mtendent of the Walsingham circuit.  She and
James lived on the homestead in lowa for about 7
vears and then located some 7 miles to the south-
cast near Ossian. The Methodist congregation there
met in a log building; Arosamond decided there
must be a church, and she drove around soliciting
subscriptions to a building fund. A list of sub-
scribers, found among James's papers after his
death, showed his name as the first subscriber for
what was to be dedicated as the Centennial Meth-
odist Church.

*Henry Edmund Curtis was an engineer and had charge
of building a road in Egypt to the pyramids. His wife,
Ellen, was Russian; he met her in Russia.
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which his father served on the British side. An in-
fant of 3 years, hie survived the exposures of the
first winter of 17834 in New Brunswick and grew
up i the Penntac Settlement near Fredericton, He
was 17 when he accompanied his parvents 1o the
Long Point Settlement in Ontario, He petitioned for
200 acres of land as the son of a United Empire
Lovalist 14 Apr. 1806 and the petition was granted
by Order-in-Council the next day (UCLB G:52).
. Apparently  Simon  disposed  of  his right to
this 200 acres: we find i purchasing, on 1 Mar,
1806, 25 acres from his father for the nominal sum
of 3s. This land (part of Lot 1, 2nd Range, Char-
lotteville) he sold 3 vears luter to Robert Monroe
for £62:10 and purchased from William Cronk
for £50 on 13 Mar. 1813 fifty acres (the northeast
part of Lot 1, Con. B, Charlotteville) which is in
the present village of St. Williams (Deeds, NCO
B:143; C:39%4, 510), The Anglican Church stands
on a corner of this lot, having been deeded for
the purpose by a subsequent owner, Rev. William
Wood, Tt was on this 50 acres that Simon made his
lome, He served on the petit jury of the Septems
ber term of the court in 1814 and in 1817 and
on the grand jury in 1815 (PRAO).

Simon made his will 28 Aug. 1826, Proved 6
Apr. 1831, it left his homestead to his wife Phoebe,
His brother Meter was one of the executors. ( Deeds
NCO F :629)

Some time after Simon's death in 1831 his
widow married John Haorton, who joined with her
in the sale of the homestead Simon had bequeathed
to her. The sale was made 25 Feb. 1837 to Thomas
Cross and Donald Fisher, who sold it the follow-
ing vear to Horatio N. Franklin, Where John
Horton and 'hoebe moved to is not known by us:
all our efforts to follow them proved to be dead-
end trails.

No children.

Peter Mon

Brunswick

d. 13 Apr. 1859; bur. Johnson cem., Si. Williams.
Ont.

m. 1801 Thomas Price b. 1 TFeb. 1777 at Eliza-
beth, NiTo—=<on of Stephen and Hannah
(Chandler) Price; he d. 28 Aug. 1836: bur.
Johnson cen.

e S0 Jan. 1784 i New

Frances was born in the refugee camp of Lovalists

e N T e

(O

GIEN ERANTIHON 87

who were set down i New Brunswick at the mouth
of the St John River at the beginning of the winter
of 1783-84. She spent her childhood in the Pen-
niac Settlement near Fredericton and was brought
as a child of 13 to the Long Point Settlement in
Ontario in 1797, Here she met and married Thomas
Price when she was 17 and he was 24,

Thomas came to Long Point a year before
Frances did, arriving 5 June 1796 with a party of
Loyalists from New Brunswick consisting chiefly
of members of the MeCall family. This party had
taken the route via New York City and up the Hud-
son, passing close to Elizabeth, N.J., Thomas's home,
He joined the party with the intention of settling in
Canada, and brought with him a Bible given to him
by his parents (L.PS 109).* He also brought a shell
dinner horn, which was passed down in the family
to Alexander Price (R00),

As soon as Thomas and Frances were married
they proceeded to claim 200 acres of land to which
FFrances automatically became entitled as the daugh-
ter of a Loyalist. She was granted Lot 11, Con. 4,
Charlotteville, some 5 miles to the northeast of the
land of Peter Montross in St. Williams, On 10 June
1805 they sold this 200 acres to Titus Finch and
the next day purchased for £100 a 200-acre tract
close to Peter's land—Lot 24, Con. 3, Walsingham
tp., Norfolk Co., Ont., which had been a Crown
grant to George Campbell carlier that vear.

Thomas erccted on this farm a log house
said to have been one of the most comfortable and
valuable homes in Walsingham in its day. Tt was
succeeded by a large frame dwelling and, in 1856,

A Tist copied from this Bible has been preserved and, in

1951, was in possession of Loie Price (813). A copy of

this list made for us by Ethel Parsons, wife of Bertram

lT'm'E (?l{). shows the following (our notes added in

riwckets) :

Stephen Price of New Jersey, . Nov. 5, 1753; d. March

31, 1828 :

Hannah Chandler by July 30, 1758; d. 1836 ae 77 |Record

Book of the First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth, N.I.,

1668-1916, states: “Hannah, widow of Stephen Price,

huried April 26, 1836, ae 77"]

Feh, 1st, 1777 [huashand of Frances Monlross]

Drawiad 1y, Dree. 20, 1778

Jemima b Jan, 23, 1781

Hannah b, Dec. 3. 1782 [d. 26 Apr. 1830]

Lydia b. Oct. 3, 1784

Phoebe . Dee. 15, 1786

Stephen b. Nov. 25, 1788 [removed to Long Paint in
1816 (LPS 113) ]

Rehekah b, Nov. 29, 179%0; d. at Brooklyn hospital May
2, 1807

Maoses Comet b, Oct. 16, 1792

James lr.l Tan, 10, 1795 [removed to Long Paint (LPS
113)

Pemgannn b, Tan. 29, 1798

Esther b, ee, 1810 [probably not a davghter]


























































it enough. It was full of knots where I had tied it. When she
saw it she shook me until my teeth chattered and mede me do it
right.

We children helped in the garden, drove the cows from
the pasture and helped all we were 2ble to,

Aunt Sarsh was working in a tailor shop in Lexington
thet summer.

We children had such fun that summer gethering berries,
building houses with pine cones. Running through the woods after
the cows. Stopping on our way to pick winter green and squaw
berries. These berries grew on little vines running on the ground.
They are not used as fruit but are delicious for eating.

Aunt Sarah came home late in the fall snd we children
went home.

I can remll only two incidents of interest during that

winter.

One day mother and Mr. Caves went to Port Huron. My

step-sister told me to do something which I refused to do. For
punishment she sat me on a cheir and told me to 8it there until I
could spell able without an L. When she wasn't looking I went out
doors, hid in the corn crib until I was so cold I had to go indoors.

The weather was so cold thet night mother stayed at
Grendmothers as they passed her house on their way home.

When my stepfather came home Katie told him I would not
mind her. I was sitting on the stairs. He walked over where I was
and struck me knocking me to the floor. Then sent me to bed where
I eried myself to sleep.

The other incident was a Jew peddler came from Detroit.




=16

He stayed over night at our house. In the morning he was showing
his red handkerchiefs. We children thought them beautiful. He
gave each of us one to look at. My brother and stepsister Mary
did not return theirs. After he had gone they were showing the
rest of us what they had, We t0ld mother. She made them run and
overtske him and return them. When they came back she punished
them and told us how wicked it was to keep that which did not be-
long to us.

Mother tried to live a good Christian life. Always
giving thanks at the table. At night often reading the bible and
all knelt in prayer.

In April 1875 my sister Helen was born. I was ten
years old. We were all happy with our baby sister. As she grew
older she loved my sister Sadie best. We all thought her a besu~-
tiful baby. Mother could sew nicely and she made her little .
dresses. So pretty with little yokes and gathered skirts, short
sleeves that tied with ribbon just above her dimpled elbows,

Her dresses were made of white cambric end pin stripe
blue and white calico.

That fall after harvest,potato digging,corn husking
and the fruit was gathered, apples dried with an sbundant supply
of hickory, beech, butternuts and popcorn we left our Kenockee
home and moved out on & farm on Lake Huron shore tlree miles from
where I was born.

My stepfather traded his eighty acres for one hundred
and twenty acres. A big house surrounded with rose and lilec Lushes,

Two big locust trees shaded the big room and bedroom in the front

of the house. A big apple tree grew at the cormer of the house .




bty the dining room shading the three windows on the east side
of the house, Eacﬁ window had six fourteen inch window lights
in the top and bottom sash. One window was above & three foot
landing where the door opened on the stairwaye.

I can not forget that door and window. 1 was 8lways
afraid of worms and bugs. My stepbrothers were always teasing
me with them. One day Thomas caught a big bug and was going to
put it down the neck of my dress. 1 got away from him and ran
in the stairway putting my foot Bgainst the casing inside the door
end holding the knmob I could keep him oute In my fright I thought
of letting the door open so he could fall to the ground through
the window. Imagine his surprise when I let go of the door. He
felt himself going through the window taking the lower sash with
him,

He dropped the bug and was to much frightened of the
punishment he would get when his father came home to try to
frighten me again, His punishment was that he could not go to the
bireh ereek to spear fish as he had plenned. There could be no
greater punishment in those days for a boy than to tell them they
could not spear fish. Men, boys, and some times, girls and women
would come for miles to cateh fish in the birch creek.

They would bring a basket made of wire. Cut pitch pine

knots from the 0ld pine stums along the bank of the creek. Then

fasten a wire to one side of the basket, the other end to & long

pole. Fill the basket with the pine knots, Then set fire to the
knots in the basket making & big blaze lighting up the bed of the
creek 80 & man could hot it over the water. That was csalled a
Jack light.

We had a big east room upstairs and two bedrooms. From
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the east room we could see the white caps and waves lash the shore
when there was a storm,

I have seen boats wrecked on the lake and heard men
cry for help. Two men came ashore on & spar holding a table for
a sail. Mr. Caves took them to Lakeport two and one half miles
to telegraph for help.

We had a large kitchen with a bedroom off of it. A
large pentry with a door leading to the cellar where we kept our

apples and vegetables for winter. A big woodshed was attached to

the east end of the kitchen where we done our washing eand ironing.

Mr. Caves built an ice house and milk room back of the woodshed.

We had a nice orchard with 21l kinds of fruit, a sein
to catch fish and boats to go on the lake. We were a happy family.

All kind of wild berries grew around there in abundance.
We children 2ll 1like to pick berries. One day Sister Sadie &snd 1
were in the woods. We saw nice lot of berry bushes growing on both
gides of & log. I stood on the ground and Sadie got on the log
which was rotten and hollow. It broke through with her and a
big milk snake had her nest of young in the log. When it broke
the mother snake opened her mouth and the little ones ran down
her throat. Sadie came screaming off the log. We ran away and
left the terries for Mrs. 8nske and her family.

We would often see striped snakes crawling along the
bushes eating berries. We always left that patch of berries. We
girls were not brave enough to face the snakes unless our brothers
were there to kill them,

In those days the herries were nearly all wilde I do

not remember seeing teme berries except strawberries.




The farm joining ours was owned by & Jew named Freedman
who lived in Detroit. He rented it by the year, We never knmew
who was going to bhe our neighbor. Cne year the son of & southern
plenter lived there. His father had lost all of his slaves and
property during the war, They were very poor people. The men
wes sick most of the time. One morning when we were going to school
the 1ittle children were picking sorrel. That is & sour leaf that
grows in the grass. They said that was all they had to eat. We
went home and told mother. She sent them food for supper and break-
faste The next day Mr, Caves took the horses and wagon. He went
across Black River and got enough food to last until their father
was able to work in the harvest. They gathered driftwood to burn.
The next fall they &ll went south. Some of their relatives learned
of their condition and sent for them.

The next farm of two hundred and ten acres was owned by

8 men named Johnathin Birch who years before had come from the state

of New York. Bought timber land., Built and operated & saw mill

on Bireh Creek which was named after him. The township of Birch-
ville was &8lso named after him. When he left New York he left a
wife and two daughters. He was to send for them &s soon &s he had
& honse built. He did not build for over a year. Then he built
what was & beautiful house for those days in the country. It was

a three story frame building. The basement had & kitechen, tedroom,
pantry, fruit and vegetable and milk room. The well with & pump
was in the cellar at the foot of a stairway which led to a six foot
hall on the second floor. The basement was where the hired man and
his wife lived and cooked for the farm hands.

On the east side of the hall on the second floor was a




small kitchen and & large dining room where you could see the boats
passing on Lake Huron. The west side had & large sitting room and
two bedrooms. A back door opened from the hall on & small stoop.

A front door opened on & big wide steps which led to the ground, An
open stairway five foot wide led to the second floor end on the west
gide was a dance hall the length of the house. On the east side wers
bedrooms and & sitting room off of which was & wine and whiskey
closet where it is said Mr. Birch and an Indian woman imprisoned a
young squaw until she consented to marfy,him for so many moons.

The story is when he hed finished .his home he invited all

the surrounding country people to & dance. An Indien woman who

bad married a2 white men in the neighborhood came and with her a
beautiful Indisn girl, her daughter:. Her father wes white. She
had the features and coloring of a white girl. MMr. Birch fell
madly in love with her. Marriage meant nothing to the Indisns in
those days. Why to be married for a number of moons her mother had
married four white men and had a child by each. This being her
youngest child and the only girl she was anxious to merry the big
white chief, The Indian maid was imprisoned and fed whiskey until
she consented to merry him, Mr.Birch never sent for his wife.
After his daughters grew up and were married their mother died.
They came to Michigen to see their father and found him living with
a squaw. L As Mrs. Birch grew older she looked like & full blooded
squaw. They had four girls and three boys. The youngest boy was
S0 lazy he would never work. His father said he had too much white
man in him to fish and not enough Indian to hunt. Mr. Birch &eeded
eighty acres of land to each of his white daughters by his first
wWifee.

On the opposite side of the road he built a drive barn




where he kept his horses. And a large barn for hay, grain and feed.

Up at the mouth of the creek wherejit emptied in the lake
he built his saw mill, bought a big house that John Cole & lumber-
men had built for a tavern to board and sleep his men who worked
in his saw mill,

Two of his girls were beautiful. One merried a Dr, in
Lexington. The other & painter. The other two who showed their
Indien blood merried two brothers who had negro blood.

After his wife died in New York state and his two daughters
camé to Michigan Mr, Birch drenk and gembled more than ever. He
soon lost all his property except the farm I have described.

When we moved to our home on the lake shore his youngest
son lived in the basement with his wife and four children. Two
years later they moved in the house south of his. His baby was
sick and died. IMrs, Birch sent for her mother. ©She came and found
them destitute with only one of the children back to Cadillac with

her. TWhen Ransom the husband went up there they had the doctor tell

him he was coming down with & fever and would die in Cadillac. He

went home &nd his wife got & divorce for non support.

Mr, Birch,his wife and Oliver, another son and his wife
lived in the two., upper stories. When the place was sold under
mortgage Oliver went to Pt. Huron and opened a saloon. Mr., and Mrs.
Birch went to Jeddo to live with their daughter where they lived
until they died, him dying first.

We children had & happy life going to school, doing our
part of the work. Running up and dowm the beach, picking berries,
climbing trees and swimming in the lake. “he boys would msake rafts
and we would go out on them. One day Cherley turned the raft

upside down with us children, Since I was grown I can not under-




stand how we escaped being drowned. In the winter we would skate
on the lake and climb big icebergs where the water on the other side
would be open, probsbly fifty feet deep.

Uncle Ben Baker lived seven miles west of us. It was al-
ways such a treat for we children to go there. We would often go
and stay two weeks. Such fun as we would have. The summer wes
here. Neldo and I coaxed lLiother to let us go. We could walk,

ohe nmede us a lunch and we started one sunny morning to
be gone two weeks. Neldo had ten cents he could spend at Jeddo.
Before we reached there he asked me what I would like. 1 decided
a2 bunch of raisins was what 1 wanted. He said, "I think I will
buy & piece of Lady Twist tobacco." I told him he could have some
of my raisins. "You can't have any of my tobacco as only men chew
that," he snswered. After buying the r&isins and tobacco we had
two miles to walk before reaching Uncle Ben's. I ate some of the
raisins, keeping most of them to share with my cousins.

Neldo took & hig bite of his tobacco saying he wounld not
have to keep any &s girls did not chew. When we:were half & mile
from the house Neldo laid down by the rosdside. He was so white
I feared he would die., What was the matter we did not know, until
he beceme so sick he vomited. Then he felt better. "I think it
must heve been the Lady Twist,"” he said as he threw away the piece
he had left. "I do not see why men chew such stuff, I am glad,
Josie, I just let you touch your tongue to it or you would have been
sick." I helped him get to the house. After he had eaten supper
he felt better.

The next morning we were ready for play. We played on

what was called the Baker Island. It was made by & bend in Blsck




River. The constant flow of which, for many years had. washed away
the earth leaving a plot of ground which formed a beautiful island.
This was owned by the Baker family. Uncle Ben had cut trees making
8 bridze of the logs large enough so he could drive a team across.
Children would cross this bridge tc gather butternuts and 211 kinds
of wild berries which grew in abundance.

He had left the branches growing on the outside log on
each side of the bridge. There were meny water snakes in Black
River, They would crawl on these branches to sun themselves on
warm days. The children who were brave enough would knock them
back in the water using long sticks. 1 ﬂever wes brave enough for
that.

Other days were spent in hunting and breaking turtle eggs.
1 remember one day we broke over two hundred eggs we found in the
sand .

Uncle Ben's house was built &t the bottom of a big hill.
We children used to lie down at the top snd roll to the bottom.
Grendfather Baker's house was built at the top of the hill. Black
River ran at the foot of the hill back of the house. & vein of clay
ran through the river bed. Ve children would wade in the river and
dig out the nice light colored clay and model images out of this
clay. It surely was great fun.

The last time we children were there wes at Christmas

time. We walked the seven miles and my toes were frozen. Xind Uncle

Ben took snow and rubbed our feet while Aunt Clars made hot bisecuit.

We had them for supper with honey. They had a bee house filled
with honey in barrels and in the comb.

Christmas eve Uncle Ben cracked butternuts and popped corn.




I think he must have cracked over & bushel of nuts as there were
many children. We would creck the beadh nuts with aur teeth. The
corn was put in & long pan on the table. ZHEach child was given a
dish filled and as fast as we emptied it it was refilled.

The spring I was thirteen Grandmother sent for Neldo and
I to come and stay with her. Aunt Sarah wes going to visit some
friends. We were there two months.

After she came home, Mr, Beard, one of the men who owned
the gravel road thet ran into Pt. Huron ceme to see if grandmother
and auntie would collect the toll at the toll gate three miles. out
of Pt. Huron. This gravel road was twelve miles long. The toll was
two cents a milse.

After much deliberation they decided to go. That was the
last time I ever lived in that house. Grandmother sold the farm
that summer. When we had lived at the toll gates a short time
Uncle Nelson Glassford came to visit us. When he went home hse
coaxed me to go home telling grandmother the advantages of the

schools were so much better in Copac than the country schools.

Mother and grandmother had decided they would make & school teacher

of me as 1 learned very easily. There were many teachers in our
femily. Mother, Grandmother, great grandmother were teachers be-
sides a good suppy of uncles, aunts and cousins who also taught.
Aunt Lucinde was very kind to me doing everything to. make
me happy. She made me pretty dresses and took me to school. I
think the best time I had while there was when Aunt Lucinda and I
were pitting cherries. We were pitting them and putting them in a
steamer forgetting it had holes in the bottom. Suddenly I looked
down and there was & pool of. cherry juice all over the floor. She

had the steamer on her lap with the cherries in and the juice had




wet her clothes through and was in & regular puddle on the Iloor.
I can tell you we had some hearty laugh over that., When I had
been there & week I began to want mother. I was the only child
in the house, which was built just outside the city limits where
Uncle Nelson hed & big farm. His two boys had charge of the farm
and they lived in Capsc with their families.

I stayed seven weeks and cried so much they took me
home. I wented mother. I stayed at home and finished the term
at the Birch school.

After school closed in the spring Mrs., Losey, 'one of
our neighbors' wanted me to stay with her during heying and harvest,
Mother let me go as it was only one mile from home. Mrs. Losey had
never had eny children. She gave her affection to & great big dog
she had trained to do &ll manner of things, ZLven teaching him to
sing the notes. She would put her mouth to his ear and sing do - re

me. He would do the best he counld trying to imitate her.

Will Smith,2 young man who was an orphan,lived with them.

His fether,i who had belonged to & life saving crew in England, was
drowned. When Will was small his mother married agsin and came to
the United States. She had been dead four years. Will was twenty-
one and had received money enough from England to buy forty acres of
lend, Mr, Losey was working it for him that summer.

Will was my first beau. He was six foot tall with black
hair and tleck eyes. Was sick with chills and fever nearly &8ll
summer., I used to teke him water to drink and make toast for him.
When Le was better he wanted .to take me to the meetings at the Birch

school house. 41t was used s & church. Mother would not let me go




out with him that summer saying I was too young. I would he fifteen
the next spring in March. Then I could go.

He worked in the woods in Bay City that winter. When he
came home in the spring he ceme to see me. Mother let me go with
him to the meetings and places of amusements. In June he asked me
to marry hime I told him I would. The day was set for the fifteenth
of October. After we were engaged he became very domineering. I did

not like that and told him in August I would not marry him.

My next beau weas Joe French who Will had introduced to me.

He came to see me 811 the following winter. His brother Wash came

to see my sister Sadie. Wile four certainly had & wonderful time 2ll
winter. The boys had besutiful horses and good cutters. We went
every place there was to goe.

In March Grandmother sent for me to go down to the toll
gate and stay with her. Aunt Sarsh had married and gone to live
in Port Huron. Neldo had been staying with Grandmother, He wanted
to go to Cadillac,a lumbering town &bout two hundred miles from
Port Hurone I guit school and went to stay with her. Instead of
teaching school I would leasrn dressmaking. Grandmother gave up the
toll gate and went to board with Auntie.

Uncle Robert's mother lived with them. She seemed to be
jealous of Auntie whichmade it very disagreeahle for Grandmother.

A windower who lived near them asked Grandmother to marry

She accepted him, they were married at aunties. He was
seventy yeears and she was seventy-two.

They lived happy for two years when Grandmother fell and




broke her hip. She passed away three weeks later, May 1884,

When she died her grandchildren lost one of the dearest
grandmothers a child could have.

Her property was equally divided between her five children
who all mourned for her.

The spring of eighteen forty one I met the man who was
destined to appear at intervals during my whole life,

The fell before & man by the name of Hillock came from
Canada who bought the o0ld Bireh farm and the place known as the
Wade farm.

The house on the Wade place was larger then the one on
the Birch farm. The Hillock family was large., They lived in the
Wade house. It was the house used by Jonathan Bireh for his men
who worked in the saw mill.

lr, Wade bought the place from him years before.

The house was built about five hundred feet from the
water's edge of Leske Huron.

The walk was bordered with meple trees. The French door
opened in & spacious hall. The wide open stairway led to the second
floor. On either side of the hall & door opened in the north and
south parlors.

Off the north parlor was a large room which was built for
& barroom where & man years before was killed in & drunken fight.
At that time this house was used for a stopping plece halfway be-

tween Pt. Huron and Lexington.

At the end of the hall a door opened in the dining room,

also one from the north parlor.




Opening from +the dining room was a big kitchen, opening
from that was the summer kitchen with a big renge and long kitchen
table. lMany times have I helped to do the baking to fill that
teble with mince, apple, pumpkin pies. Iliarble and rolled Jjelly
cakes and a large jar of cookies.

On the second floor there was & large front room that
was used as & spare room. The occupants ocould look out over Lake
Huron and see the angry waves on & windy day or the placid blue
waters as the boats sailed ma jesticglly by.

At the north corner of the house & rain barrel and wash
bench stood under the spreading branches of & big weeping willow
tree where the hired men washed. Large barns and out houses were
built for hay, grain snd cattle. A well with & windmill was neer
one corner of the house, That provided water for the house and
also pumped water in the bearms for stock.

A walk of five hundred feet under silver maple trees
brought you to the high bridge that spanned the river at the mouth
of Birch ereek where it emptied into Lake Huron. The saw mill had
been torn down but we could see the spiles and tiling where the
dock stood where, in earlier days the boats loaded lumber cut at
the Birch mill., Back of the barns the Birch creek flowed with
thornapple trees shading its banks,

Mrs. Hillock used the room from the north for s bedroom.

Around this room hangs a legend. The ghost of the
murdered man came back at frequent intervals to visit the place
of his former battles.

The family were using it at this time as a sleeping room.




One of the hoys slept there alone being more courageous or less
guperstitious than his brothers. The following spring his father
hired & man not overly clean that they put to sleep in the haunted
room &long with the boy &lready occupying it, much to said boy's
disgust,.

Old Shep the farm dog had burrowed & hole under the floor

of this room to be near &s possible to the boy as they were great

chums. Just as the two occupants of the room became sound asleep
Old Shep tired of chasing rabbits sought his bed under the house.
Now one of the clapboerds had become loose at one end and sagged
down. In crawling under he rubbed his back against it making con-
siderable noise. This awoke the sleepers and Abe the hired msn
who wes familiar with the legend of the heunted room jumped out of
bed with & yell. The ghost he shouted. I just saw him come through
the window,

The boy tried to convince him that it was only the dog
crawling under the house but Abe would not be convinced. He
grabbed his clothes and made for the other pert of the house.

This reminded the boy of an incident he had read in Uncle
Tom's Cabin. The next day he secured & long bottle, broke it in two
and placed the neck end in a knot hole in the giding just above the
window. The next night Abe who had been jibed and scoffed at all
day screwed up enough courage to try the haunted room agein.

Ag on the night before they had just nicely got to sleep
when the wind begen to blow and the way that neck bottle begen
to moan and wail would have stirred envy in the heart of & real

ghost. Abe as previously, awoke first, listened an instant,




Snatched his overalls from the foot of the bed and without
Stopping for his shoes tore out of the room and house, He
never stopped running until he reached the home of his parents
two miles aweaye. Thus the boy got rid of his unwelcome bed
fellow.,

Sister Sadie and 1 were having such good times going
to school and ceutter riding to give much thought to our new
neighbors, who consisted of three young men, one invalid
daughter, a sixtesn Jear o0ld girl and three Smaller red hesded-
freckled faced boys. Jane the soung girl and her brother John
went to school, We walked one half mile together at night going
home from school. She g80ing one half mile north and we one half
mile south when we rerted,

We 1iked her hut she was very Sercastiec ang thought
her brothers were the only Joung men in the neighborhood who
knew anything, They had been raised in a smal] town in Cenada,
The second oldest one met my cousin Clswrs Fuller when they first
céme from Canada., Her father was g wealthy farmer, After Mr,
Hillock made inquiries and found Mr, Fuller's financial standing
was good he gave his consent to Ajex paying court to Clara,

That disposed of °ne son that winter, Aaron the eldest
boy was in Canada all winter, Isage Was compelled to Stay at
home as there were only two Overcoats among the three boys. Aaron
hed one and Alex used the other,

During the winter Jane asked us to visit her at her home,
Mother wonld not let us go until Jane came +to See us, She saig
people would say we went to see the boys,

Spring wes here and the school term ended. One day Mr,




Hillock stopped his team in front of our gate and Jane climbed
down from the wagon, Came in the house and spent the after-

noon and hed supper with us staying until her father cemsback
from Lakeport where he had gone on business.

Before leaving she made mother promise Sadie and
I could spend Sunday with her. I never forgot thet Sundeay. It
came on the seventh of May, 188l. I was then sixteen.

Mother dressed Sadie and I as near alike as she
conld. She never should have done this as I was very fleshy
while Sadie was slender, I was fair and she had dark hair and
beautiful brown eyes.

We wore dresses of white lawn with a small red
flower and green spray running through them. A red lace shawl,
black hats with & band of red ribbol.

As we were coming up the walk we saw one of the
boys seated in the south window reading a book.

1t was a beautiful day. The hall door stood open
and Jane came down the stairs just as we stepped up to the door.
We went in, She introduced us to her brother, lsaac. He had
been reading and watching for us to let her know when we wer
coming.

Mrs. Hillock was in the kitchen superintending
dinner which wes served in the big dining room at two o'clock on
Sundeys.

After dinner we girls helped with the dishes. Then

the young people went down to the besch and spent the afternoon in

the cedar grove which grew in front of the house along the beach.

By supper time the house was filled with company. We had supper

then walked through the fields to the Birch school house where




Elder Travers held mestings. The boys and girls all paired off
each by walking with one of the girls. As we went out of the
door Isaac asked me if he could walk with me. I thought him the
best looking and most interesting boy I had ever met. He was
twenty years old.

After meeting was over when we came out of the
school house he asked to walk home with me. I was standing be-
side mother. She answered saying they were there with the wagon.
Sédie and I could ride home.

When the horges started lsaac and Aaron jumped in
the back of the wagon, and rode as far as the corner. Cousin Ed
Fulton walked home with Jane. Alex taking Clara home.

Before we left the school house James Linsie made
the announcement, officers for the Sunday School would be elected
the next Sundey. 4All the young people were to =ttend. He asked
us to attend Prayer meeting the next Thursday evening which we
all did. Isaac walked home with Sadie and 1,

The school: house was filled the next Sunday. The
young people had decided to elect officers, which they did. Harvey
Fuller, Superintendent; Alex Hillock,assistant; lsaac,Bible class

1

teacher, I taught & class. ZEverything was done by the young people.
1t was & success.

In June we gave & garden party or social in Uncle
Hugh fuller's orchard to help raise money to pay the Minister his
salary which,I think,was four hundred dollars a year with free
use of the parsonage to live in.

The fruit trees were pink and white with blossoms.
Chinese lanterns hung from the branches lighting up the whole
orchard.

Long tables were made from boards and filled to




overflowing with &ll kinds .of good foods. Fried chicken, cold
gliced ham, pickles, cakes, pies and jellies.

The seats were made by taking long boards the
length of the table, placing either end on & chair then putting
two chairs in the center of the board the strengthen them.

The neighbors donated the use of the chairs and
dishes, each bringing his share of the food which was served.

The nicest looking cakes were kept to he sold at
auction, Mr, Spaulding doing the anctioneering.

After supper had been served the tables cleared,

each one taking her dishes &and a share of the cut cake and other

food which was not used on the tableg, the auctioneer would mount
the platfom and hegin.

"Who wents this nice cake for five or ten cents,”
whichever was being bid.

The cake I took was called & pyramid csake,.

1t was baked in Ffour different size cake pans.
first was a flat bottom three quart, the next a two quart pean,

& one quart and the top cake was baked in & teacup.

After frosting the largest cake the next one was
placed on it and frosted until all four cakes placed on top of each
other looked like & minature mountain of snow.

We would put frosting made from the beaten whites
of eggs and sugar over them about three times.

On the last coating before it was dry we would
place candies of different shapes and colors. At the top of the
smellest cake an ornament was placed making & beautiful pyramid.

The cake mother made for me was the last one to

be sold. It was getting late. The clouds were getting blacker,




There were distant sounds of thunder. Seven dollars had been
bid on the cake. Mr., Spaulding was going to knock the cake
down to Isaac when Jake Malum rode up on horseback and shouted
"I bid five cents."”

Then the excitement began. The two boys bidding
against each other. Jake saying he was not going to allow Hillock
to -teke home Miss Wheeler's cake,

The bidding was fast. The storm was getting
nearer. We could hear the distant roll of thunder. Mr. Spauld-
ing shouted eleven dollars and fifteen cents has been hidden., IS
the cake going to Hillock. MlMr. Windsor, our county blacksmith
shouted, "I bid five cents,” That is where the boys lost out,
each weit ing for the other. Qhe cake was knocked down to Mr,
Windsor for five cents amidst cheering and shouts of laughter just
as the rain began to fall,

Everyone hurrying to get under shelter, the women
running to the house,men to the barns. 1t proved to be just a
passinz shower, Ed took Jane home in his two seated buggy. 1saac
and I riding.in the back seat. It was on our way home.

That night on the way home lsaac put his arm around
me and drawing me closer to him asked me to promise him not to
let Joe French come to see me.

Early in the evening Joe and Wash came to the party.
They had intended taking Sedie and I to the party.

We had not seen them for sbout six weeks. They were
home helping their father with the spring sseding. He lived at

Richmond forty miles from where we lived.

Jane, Sadie and I were on the committee. We went .

early in the afternoon.




When the boys came they found Joe and Wash at
our table, heard them ask us to let them take us home.

It was easy for me to tell lsaac I would not
go with Joe agein as I did not care for him and I liked Issac
more than I had ever liked any boye.

When Aaron and Sadie were ready to go home he
went to the barn to find his younger brother had taken the
buggy and left a horse for him. They had to walk hom¢, Aaron
leading the horse behind.

We attended Sunday school every Sunday. Tuesday

nights practiced singing. Thursday night was Prayer meeting.

The attendance was good on those nights. All
the young people going, each one having their part to do.

1 didn't reslize at the time but years later I
¥new it was more to meet our heaux than to do our religious duty.

We were & happy carefree lot, always joining in
singing the teautiful hymns,bowing our heads at prayer even if
we girls silently laughed all during the time which we often did.
Youth can not be serious at all times.

Sometimes we were planning where we would meet
the next Sunday after Sunday school. Other times while the Sisters
and.- Brothers were offering up prayers we girls with bowed heads
would plan the making of & dress some one of us had, or the re-
modeling of an 01ld one, or tell each other some secret we had
been wanting to tell,

There were times we thought of nothing but our
pPrayerse. We would pray as earnestly and devoutely as the oldser
people thanking God for all he had done for us believing in him

and asking him to guide us through this stormy life.




It was great sport to go in when the wind was
blowing. Four girls would hold hands; &s & bhig white cap
would come we would 2l1l1 raise up at the same time high enough
to keep our heads out of the water.

Once when 1 went to dive my big toe caught in
& hole in my dress. I went down very fast. The dress gave way,
I came up 2ll right but a little frightened.

The sixteenth of July Isaac told me he loved me,

asked me to marry him. I loved him and promigsed to be his wife,

We decided to keep our engagement & secret. Just
& o

tell Sadie, Alex and Clara, When Alex asked Clara to merry him

I was the first one she told. ©She and I had been school chums
all the time. We attended Birch school, we telling each other
all our secrets.

When Isaac asked me to marry him I was so happy
I had to tell someone. 1 knew Sadie nor Clara would not tell. I
was very much in love. When a young girl of sixteen loves she
cares nothing for money. It's just her sweetheart to her, He is
& hero, perfect in her eyes. She sees none of his faults or
weaknesses.,

We must keep our secret from our parents. They
would say we were too young to merry.

When Will had asked me to marry him I did not rea=
lize the difference between love and sympathy. He was alone with
neither parents, brother nor sister. His loneliness appealed to
me, When he asked me to marry him I said yes not realizing what
1 was doing. DMNother did mot object, thinking, I suppose, I would
have & good home. I socon learned it was not love I felt for hime.

How wonderful is love., It makes the sun shine




brighter, trees look greener, the flowers teke on a different
hue.

How heppy we were with our secret. Bach time
Igaac came he would tell me how much greater was his love.

1 never tired of him repeating the world old
words of how I love you.

There was to be an oyster supper at Mr. Hillock's.
I was at Cousin Clarg's. Ed was taking us in the cutter,

While crossing the bridge over the Bireh Creek
the horse choked from & tight collar it was wearing.

It fell over the railing taking cutter, Ed and I
with it. Clera jumped. The horse broke through the ice. 1 went
down between the ice and the shafts of the cutter,

I was wearing a long ulster. It caught on the
horns of the harness and held me. The horse was so badly choked
it did not struggle until: after they had taken me from the iey
water.

Mr, Stotts one of the neighbors was passing with
& sleigh load going to the supper. They wrapped me in blankets
taking me with them.

That night Mrs. Hillock became suspicious of ow
secret.

My frozen clothing was taken off. I wrapped in a
wool blanket. Bottles filled with hot water were put in the bed
around me. 1 was kept there until after supper.

Isaac carried & bowl of oyster soup to my room.
He and Sadie stayed with me nearly all the evening.,

We could hear Mrs, Travers the Minister's wife

playing the organ;the older people were singing hymns.




When Isaac, Sadie and I went down stairs
young people were in the back parlor playing games. One
the favorite games was called the needle eye.

It was played by placing two chairs with the
backs opposite leaving space to walk between them, A Doy and
girl would stand on either chair clasping hands holding them
high sbove the open space. The boys and girls who wanted to

pley the game would join hends forming & circle. Marching be-

tween the cheirs under the clasped hands of the boy and girl

who were standing on them. They would a&ll join in singing.

The needles eye that does supply

The thread that runs so truly,

There is meny & lass I have passed

Because I wanted you.

As the 1last line was sung the boy and girl on
the chair would drop their arms over & boy or girl pessing
underneath. The circle would stand still while they 8ll Sang.

Because 1 wanted you,

With a kiss so sweet, a bow so neat

There is many & lass 1 have passed

Because I wanted youe.

If a boy was caught they would change the last
two. 1lines and sing,

There is many & beau I've let go
Because I wanted you.

The boy or girl who was caught would take the
place of the one on the chair, the one getting down would join
the circle repeating the same lines until &ll had been caught.

Another game was called,

"Over The River To Feed The Sheep."

This game was played about the seme as the Vir-
ginia reel is danced.

While pleying it we would all sing,




Over the River to feed the sheep

Over the river to Charley

Over the River to feed the Sheep

And get a load of Barley.

Pretty pink I suppose you think

I can not do without you

I will let you know before I go

I care but 1little about you.

We played this game mostly at taffy pulls, or
just an ordinary party, never at any doings for the church as
we were 2ll good methodists and did not think it right to dance.

Other games such as Snap and Catch Them, Drop

the Handkerchief, Picking and Handing Down Cherries, These were

allkissing games.

Our other amusements for the fall and winter were
husking bees where all of us would husk corn in the barn by len-
tern light or out 0f the shack on & moonlight night.

We were served with a good supper after which we
had lots of fun.

Then again we would be invited to & . paring bee
where we would pare, cut and string apples on & cord hang them
up on a rack made over the stove near the ceiling to dry for the
years use.

Going home we would often run horses trying to
pass each other.

Sleigh ride pasrties were frequent. A big sleigh
box filled with straw (a blanket was spresd over the straw), all
of us sitting on the floor of the box against the gides, each hoy
trying to sit by the girl he liked best.

Such leughing,singing snd shouting. Those were
happy days.

Our summer amusements were buggy riding, picnics,

rowing on the lake and going to the big circus when it came to town.
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Clara had planned on Isaac a I, her brother Harvey

and his Steeker to stand ux
maerried.
A1GX W going to Pt. Huron.

home. Hisg father wes with him, He gaid there was time to

go for me that day. 1 could come later. was to go to the wed-

ding with lsaac. I did not get

the wedding. There was no word for me concerning

The next day when they were loaded in the sleigh
Mr, Hillock told Isaac there was 1 m for = He could take
Anns Rutledge. She was visiting them.

That is whe re lsaac made the first mistake. He
should have resented the slight to me and stayed from the wed-
ding or insisted on my being there. He did not realize it until
long after.

When he came to see me that night he t0ld me they
had 211 had such & nice time and explained why he did not come
after me. 1 was very unhappy about it but did not let anyone
know how I felt.

When Clara came home she came to see me and told
me she was so disappointed when she found I did not come with
Isaac, but it was too late for Ldd or Harvey to go after me, &s
they both were late in getting thexe with their girls.,

From then on Isaac was unahble to come to see me &s
often. 1 ath cept him busy doing chores until too late
to come.

By Spring Mother had heard the rumor that iir,

Hillock objected to Isaac going with me. lMother naturally re=-

sented it and wented me to tell Isasac not to come., I was too

L2




much in‘love to even think of

He'came one Sundey evening. Mr. Caves refused to
speak to him. The next time he came Mother showed by her ac-
tions he was not wanted there.

A Canadian women kept busy going from Mrg., Hillock
to Mother then beack to lirs. Hillock making a&ll the trouble she
could.,

Isaac would come to see me telling how much he
loved me and begging me not to listen to arnything 1 heard and
always love him,

I do not think & girl ceould love her sweethesrt
more than I did.

Mrs.Dr.,West wanted & sewing girl, She had f
children eand was expecting gnother one in September. Mothex

let me goe. I stayed there all summer.

Iszac came to see me. He 2lways ceme on horseback,

L7

le had twelve miles to come. Each time he came we would say
would never let our people part us, our love was too great,
One day Dr., West was called down to see Esther Hillock

who was an invalid. He was asking

L)

Isaac when he was coming upe.
When he went to go home Mr, Hillock followed him
asked him if lsaac went to
he had forbidden him goinge. Doctor seid lssac
to be married.

Mr. Hillock said the idea of my son Isaac merrying

poor Jogie Wheeler. We knew what the trouble was. He wanted

him to marry ready money as Alex had.
When Clara and Alex were married her father gave

her a cow,' twenty live hens, eight sheep, two pigs &and money




for furniture. Aunt Annie, her Mother gave her dishes, quilts,
pillows, bed linen, feather ticks for two beds, rag carpets
for two bedrooms and a lerge living roome.

Mro.Hdillock borrowed the money Uncle Hugh had given

her for furniture, he buying her furniture on credit later.

Clara peid for it with butter and eggs. He also sold four of

her fat sheep and used the money.

Isaac was better looking than Alex. He had auburn
hair and brown eyes. 1 thought him handsome. Why couldn't he
merry & girl with pigs, hens, sheep and & cow. There was Eva
Graham, the Cole girls besides meny others their fath were
all willing to have their daughters marry one of his boys. No
Isaac should never marry Josie Wheeler that was final,

I went from Mrs. West's to stay with Grandmother
to finish my sewing lessons.

I stayed there nesrly all winter., Isaac did not
come often to see me.

Alex and Clara came often to see me. I was to do
sewing for Clara,

When I reached home-I found Issac had been taking
another girl home from the meetings.

1

Elder Travers was holding revival meetings at the
Biyeh® school house, had been for the past two weeks,

Mother said now was my chance to quit going with
him. If he cared for me he would never have taken another girl
home.

I went to meetings with my stepbrother Damnie who
never failed me. When we arrived the school house was crowded.

Isaac sat up nearly to the front of the school house,.




Sarah sat in the center seat.
the very back next the door. I think everyone in the school
house sew me when I came in, excepting Isaac. ©Sarah whispered
something to Eva Graham and they both laughed.

While the members were telling their experiences
I was trying in my mind to form some plan that would let lsaac
know I was at the school house.

An old lady whom everyone called Aunt ©ib and old
lMr, Perrett always were the last one to testify.

I must think of something soon. Aunt Sib was telling

she had & fellow feeling in her bosum for &1l the Sistern and

Brethern. Soon Mr. Perrett would be saying Thahk God since he

no better he was no worse and for seventy years the winds
had. whistled through his branches and stripped them of their
foliage, but thank God his o0ld trunk stood as firm as ever.

After he sat down the Minister was asgking all who
wented to be prayed for to arise and ask for prayers.liow was my
chance.l arose and asked 811 the members to pray for me, VWhen
Issac hesrd my voice he turned and looked at me in surprise. He
new 1L was there..I had accomplished what I wanted.

Isaac knew I was there., If he preferred Sarah %o
me this was his chance to let me know. In those days in the country
when two were engeged no one expected them to go with anyone else.

2

We had been engsged mearly two years.After the meeting

and the handshaking all around the Crowd was leavir

house Issac passed Sarah and came down and shook hands with me.
Dannie csme end asked me if I was ready to go home. Isasc took

my srm and said yes, but he was going with me. HOW little it takes

to make one happy. I think e 1@ happi girl at the meéting




When we started home I asked him who
Sarah. I am not he said for my own girl is home. Then he
riased (issed me telling me how he had missed
me and L was the only gi 3 nad ever loved and the only
one he conld ever love. He had gone home with Sarah twice
that was through courtesy. Her brother saw them talking.
He took enother girl home and left Sarah, Isaac had to take
her home,
next time Isaac came to fee me I told

hig fa h . West. That made our love zrester.
No we would not marry until our perents gave their consent.
Mother had told me she would much rather see me dead than
marry him,

Clara and Alex were living in the Bixch  house,
Iiwonld meet him there as neither Mother nor lMr. Caves spoke
to him when he came to see me.

Mother had never forbidden me going with him but I

she did not like it. The hext afternoon I went to stay

Grandmother, from there to Uncle James, I did sewing

-

(nd]

for Aunt Annie, She had three little girls..l lived with them
about four months until after her baby came then I went home
snd stayed until spring.

1 was eighteen. Isaac twenty-two. He asked
father's consent to our. merrisge. If

would go away and work. He was needed

hiring & man. Mr. Hillock told him if wonld stay at home

until after harvest he would give him & deed to the Wintchel
ortye. .

Isaac had been cutting wood for & man on the shore.




road. He gave the money to his father to make & payment on the

land he was to get.

After he had underbrushed and clesred ten ecres on
the land he asked his father. for the deed.

Mr. Hillock told him that it was made to his mother.

He would have to get her to deed him the land.

When Isaac asked her for it she told him she
never give him anything until he had sense enough to
girl who had either prospects or money.

He came to me very much disappointed. He hed intended
showing me the deed and telling me his father had given his con=-
gsent to our marriage.

We were all brought up to believe we should honor

parents and do just sbout as they wished us to do.Believing
he stayed at home and helped them all summer. His fether said
he could have what he would meske the next winter,

My brother Neldo hed been wanting Sadie and I to go to
Cadilleac.

When Isaac to0ld me he had decided

time 1 was discouraged with him.

I then decided to g to Cadillac.. I id goodbye to
him, went down to Aunt Sarah MeElroy,from there I went to
Cadillac.

I had written Neldo when 1 would arrive but did not
wait for an answer.

1 expected him to meet me as 1 would not get in until

ten o'clock &t night.

When L arrived he wes not there, A runner for the




Balfour House took me to the Hotel.
I asked him if he knew Neldo Wheeler. He did snd
d he would take me where he lived,

His landlaedy told me he was sick and had gone to
the Hospital at Grand Rapids. 1 went back to the Hotel and
stayed thet night.

Neldo had not writtemn home of being sick as he did
not want to worry Mother., He had been sick three mnnths,

What to do I did not know. I had only one dollar
and thirty-five cents. My room would be fifty cents and bresk-
fast twenty-five.

We did not get back to the Hotel until nearly eleven
o'clock. I would not eet supper. I must Save my money.

In the mming I walked two miles over to Harristown
to find Ransome Burche's wife who had divorced him. She had
been living with her mother.

When 1 reached there 1 found she had married end
moved Sway.

Her mother sent me over to & brother of lirs. Buck
whom I had known. He was married and living with his mother-
in-law. They kept hoarders.

lrgs., satterlee was very nice to me. Ella the married
daughter had one child and was expecting snother. Cora her
younger daughter was to he married soon,

I hed plenty of sewing. I sewed for forty cents a day,
board and room.

1 wrote to my brother. He ceme there snd 1 paid his
boerd with the money 1 eammed.

His board was only two dollers end fifty cents a week.




1 the weather became sultry and hot Neldo went

out in the country to stay.

While out walking he met & boy, Nick Rivers, whom he

knew, Nick went home snd told his mother Neldo Wheeler had con-

o,

sumption. She and Nick came after NNeldo, H nst go home with

them.,
1elped Mr., Ri g ai ohe had
never been ab ’ - Now sh ¥ ‘epay him for his
kindness by caring f£ hin He could stay 0ld weather,
of the help as Cora was married.
for them.
was going to sew for a Mrs. Button whose
kept & hotel in Cadillasc. I could not meke enough to
board and Neldo's., Fifty cents & day board and room was
was being paid. Board was three dollars and fifty cents
at that hotel.
work I
was used to
meking children's clothes.
Such & time 1 had with the velvet dress for lrs
Button. The extension pleat was something new. She
in her basque which was tight-fitting to the
inches below over the front and hips.
back seam helow the waistline.
pleat I did not know. I worried and
her little girl. To-

morrow 1 must 5 that ) 8 The good Lord
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big snake in their door yard.

The teacher and his pupils ran across the street
to find Mrs, Maxfield with the broom in her hands standing there
white end trembling. Just as we reached the yard Dr. Maxfield
drove up to the house.

Mrs. Maxfield told us she had gone out to sweep
the door yard and seeing what she thought was a bleck long, wonder-
ing how it got there, She went over to look at it. When she
touched it with her broom it crawled down the benk of the Black
River.

When the Doctor laughed at her she showed him the
impression in the sand the sneake had made when it went dowvn the
bank of the river,

That was our last day of school out doors. The
next morning when we went the key was in the door. Our teacher

did not have any trouble finishing his term. IHe was asked, but

refused to teach the following year.

Another incident which is impressed on my mind is
of losing my waterproof cape and cap my mother had made me.

I was living with my Grandmother at the time. Aunt
Sarah sent me to the store. I hed to go about & half mile., While
running 1 became warm and took off the cap which fastened to the
cape. The cepe unfastened at the neck. When I got home I found
I had lost them.

Aunt Sarsh scolded me telling me I would h:ive lost
my heed if it wasn't fastened to my neck. Grendmother told me not
to ery,she would meke me another.

Tommy Meronchie, a red-headed freckled-face boy friend
found it when coméng from school and gave it to me.

That fall my Grandmother btought & little house and one

acre of land and deeded it to my mother.




/newphews I think she loved us best.

She always said we seemed like her own children.
When Auntie was thirty years old she married and had two sons,.

One of whom is living and a successful business men.

One of the earliest remembrances of my childhood
deys are of & young men taking me by the hand and leading me to
school. He was Mr, Hartford, my first school mester. When we
reached the school house we found the door locked.

1 think the boys of the Rnby school were the most
disappointed boys I have ever known.

The Friday before they had tried to throw our teacher
out of the school room. All school mesters in those days used a
hickory stick. By wielding it over the boys he saved himself from
such en indignity. There were many swollen heads went home thet
nighte.

Five of the culprits were sons of school officers.

Mr, Adams and Madden were very angry at the teacher.

A gschool meeting was held on Saturday., The decision was Mr, Hart-
ford could not finish his school term.

Our teacher wes loved by 81l the small children, Our
perents let us go to school. The following Mondeay morning at nine
o'clock Mr, Hartford tried the school house door and it was locked.

We children 21l came back. We sat on the steps and
learned our lessons reciting them to the teacher.

Mr, Adams came over and asked him to leave. The
teacher told him he had signed & contrad to be at the school house
at nine o'clock in the morning five morning & week., Lf he counld

_not get inside he would do his teaching on the school Steps.
1 remember one day at recess Yercy Maxfield came

running to the school house all excited telling us there was a




Father had never been well from the time he had
the measles the spring following his merrisge. He was a cattle
buyer. Was able to make & good living for mother and the four
children whom he was now leaving.

Dr. Spooner had exemined him and told Mother he
could live &bout one week. The week had passed. Two of the
neighbors had come to stay all night., They must keep quiet as
Father must not be disturbed.

He insisted Mother must go to bed at the usual
time and sister Leavina, then an eleven months old babe should
lie on his arm.

At two o'clock in the morning father called mother:
asked her to give him & drink of water. oShe raised him up. He
took one swallow, fell back, dying in her arms.

Two days later he was laid away in the Baker Ceme-
tery, leaving slone & widow with four helpless 1little children,
the eldest, & boy less than six years.

We were living in a house belonging to grandfather.

He told mother we could not live alone, After the funeral grand-

father Fuller took mother and her four children home with him
where we were welcomed by one of the best grandmothers little
children ever had.

One year later Grandfather died, leaving four hun-
dred dollars to each of his five children and plenty to take care
of Grandmother as longas she lived.

Grendmother sold the farm for five thousand dollars
end we 211 moved to & home she had one half mile frcom the village
of Ruby.

Uncle James, & boy of sixteen, and Aunt Sarah were
living at home. They were very kind to us children. Aunt Sarsh

hes always besn like a second mother to us. Of all her nieces and




Mother wanted & home of her own. 3She thought she
would be happier. We were only one mile from Grandimother. She
would take care of us.,

Pather hadn't left much money and mother wanted to
teach school. She had taught school btefore she was merried.

We hed only been in our new home about & month when mother be-
ceme ill., She was sick all winter.

Our nearest neighbors were an old couple by the name
of Gogs. I heard Mrs. Goss telling mother she was going to
bring & man, who wanted & wife, over to see her. 1 was over
to Grandmothers when Mr, Caves came to see mother. He had been
t0 see her several times before I saw him. I was not old enough
to realize what it meant.

Mother had told us not to tell Grandmother about Mr,
Caves coming to see her. How would you children like Mr. Caves
for a father, my mother asked us one Saturday in -eptember, Oh
that would be nice snswered my two sisters and brother in chorus,
Could we go to the farm to live and gather hickory nuts? Ride
the horses and each of us have a little lamb they asked mother
in eager voices. Mother told us we would have lots of apples
and @ll kinds of fruit end even the little lamb was included.

I stood back and had nothing to say, My father had
been dead four years, I could not remember him, I was only
two years old when he died. I had always had & longing for my
feather which I never mentioned. Iy mother turned to me and

asked me how I would like & new father., 1 do not want s father

I seid as the tears came to my eyes.

My mother took me in her lap, pressed me to her saying

Josie dear, if Mr. Caves were your father we could always have
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plenty of wood and you could have all the apples you counld eat.
"Mother I will help you gether pine cones for wood
and I will never complain of the wild crab apples teing too

gour if you will get me & father,"

Mother explained how she wasn't strong enough to go

out in the cold and gather wood for the winter., She didn't have
the money to buy it.
" But, Mother, Grendmother will buy wood for us."

"No, deaxr, I can not ask Grandmother to buy wood
for us. She has done so much now,"

I loved mother and gave my consent after shedding
meny tears.

The following Friday Mr., Caves eldest daughter Annie
came to our house. She was anxious my mother merry her father
as she was in love with my mother's only brother.

ohe took me in her arms and coaxed me to go home
with her. She told me of all the nice things I counld have if I
would go to live on the farm. I liked her and promised to go
home with her.

Saturday afternoon Mr, Caves came for us and we went
home, him promising me I could see mother the next day.

He lived five miles from where we lived. The candles
were lighted when we reached his home. When the horses turned
in the gate we were met by a big dog who was barking furiously.
Annie helped me down from the wagon taking me by the hand she
led me in the house.

We went into & big square room. There was a big four
poster bed stood in one corner of the room. That was the first
fhing to draw my attention. The bed was made of black walnutb

about six foot high  with big round bells on top of each poste.
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Inch holes were bored in either side pieces and ends of the
bed. A rope was drawn through each hole being laced in basket
fashion to hold the bed ticks.

There were two ticks on the bed made of striped tick-

ing. One was filled with straw, The other was filled with live

goose feathers. These feathers are picked fromlive geese at a

certain time each year., This tick is put on the one filled with
strew making a nice soft bed.

A patch quilt called the Irish chain covered the bed.
It was made of pink end white calico. A round bolster filled with
feathers was at the hesd. A flowered valance went around the bed.
The velence being reised at one end. A trundle bed was drawn from
umnder the bed. Lottie and Bell the youngest girls slept there.

A cradle in another corner where Dgnnie, & boy of six, was
sleeping.

There was & big fire place at one end of the room, A
big bag had been rolled into ite A cradlechsir was on the other
side of the roome. The rest of the furniture consisted of cheirs
and a black walnut table. God Bless our Home was worked in green
andi red yarn in & motto which hung over the 5oor. Flowered cur-
tains hung &t the windows.

Supper was waiting for us. We went in the dinding room
and ate potatoes, pork and beans, bread, butter, cookies, and
blackberries,

When we finished supper Annie took me in the kitchen.
Katie was standing by the stove stirring berries. She was meking
blackberry jam.

The house had been newly white washed. Everything was
sSpotless.

Mary, a tall girl of twelve, cleared the table. She

and Annie washed the dishes. When the girls had finished the
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dishes two boys came in. Thelr names were Thomas and Cherley.
They had been doing chores and taking care of the horses in the
barn. "Did you give the horses plenty of oats and bedding?" their
father asked.

"Yos, sir," Thomeas the eldest answered.

"l am going to Ruby tomorrow and I want
prance all the way home.

When he said that my oyes : illed with
my mother. Annie looked = e and smiled. She told
mother tomorrow,

We went upsteairs to bed. The room had two beds in it.
A curtein with big flowers hung between the beds. I slept with
Annie, Katie and llary slept in the other bed The boys slept in
the other room which had two 1

1 slept late ne norning 'ag alone in the room
when I woke. Everyone had gone downstair I dressed and went downe.

my Sunday dress., It was a small check of white and blue
ith white lace pleated in the neck and sleeves.
me & bowl of bread and milk. Everyone

eaten breakfast.

Annie and
mother had made hefore she died.
one half inch square made tight

affs, Mary, Lottie and Bell wore

made tight waist and ruffled skirts.

: : A1l the boys were out doors playing. When I hed fin-
ished eating I wanted to go home. "Fsther has gone after your
mother," Annie sa Why didn't take me?" I asked. "You were
gleeping,” she said. egan to ery. She took me outdoors. The

boys were playing in the corn c¢rib. They c&lled to us to come and

what they had. Lottie and Bell had followed us out. "Come here,
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Jogie," they cried., "Dennie has & squirrel."”

Dariie was & beautiful boy with bleck curly hair
and blue eyes. 1 took the squirrel. It was one the echildren
had temed. We &ll went down to the orchard. There 1 saw more
apples than 1 hed ever seen. Annie called us when we went in
the house, & big dish pan filled with popcorn was there. What
a treat for me. We filled our apron pockets, sat on the stair
steps and atethe com,

1t was an open stair leading from the front room
to the second floor. .

atie and Annie were busy prepering dinner. Mary
was setting the teble. When we had finished eating the popcorn
Lottie, Bell, Dgnnie and myself went cut to the gate. We saw a
buggy coming abont one half mile down the roat. "There comes
father,” said Dannie. "Who can ﬂe with him, Let's all go and
meet him. I don't want to go. We will wait here. Dannie looked
at me as I spoke end seid alright.

We sat on the grass by the fence until he drove UpPe
Then I saw my mother weas there. Brother Neldo, sisters Sadie and
Lavina were in the back seat, llother held me 8s she told me we
could live here now and asked me if I had & nice timse.

Mr, Caves' children were all pleased to have s new

mother. They had prepared & nice dinner for her. Turkey, mashed

potatoes, turnips, bread, butter, black berry pie and cake.

Soon weiwere all around the table. Mother sitting

next to Mr. Caves., How nice she looked in her blue delaindress.
Mr, Caves' mother, aged eighty yeers sat at the foot

of the table. She never learned to love me., Always disliked me,

celling me the white headed Brat. There could not be a mistake in

her meening as I was the only whiteheired child among the twelve

children.
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Many years ago there had lived & beautiful blonde,

She was my mothers great Aunt Sally Nash., I was the first per-
fect blonde in the family for four generations. I haye & son,
daughter and granddaughter who are blonde.

When we }had finished dinner my stepfather arose from
the table., He was & large man fifty-eight years old. He wore
whiskers which were turning grey. His upper lip was cleen shaven.
He was six foot tall.

Mother was a dainty 1ittle woman only twenty-nine
years old. As she stood beside him he raised his arm and lsughingly
told her to walk under it. She passed under his arm and walked
to the door.

"How would you like to look over the farm and get ac~-
guainted with your new home?" he esked. Mother put & shawl over
her shoulders. They walked out on the stoop. She saw a big square
log house which was her new home. I know whe asked God to make it
8 happy one for us all, -

They walked down to the wood lot. I think the wood
pleased mother more than anything. There were cords of it piled
along the fence seasoning to burn in the winter. When they came
back it was dark, The table was set with bowls of bread and milk
for supper.

Annie and Mary washed the bowls.and spoons. In those
days supper was always served at six o'clock. After supper we all
sat around the big room until bedtime.

1 found Dennie was just fourteen days older than I.
Lottie six months younger ' than my baby sister Lavina,

At nine o'cleck we all went to bed. Lottie slept
upsteirs with Annie. DBell in the cradle chair., Sadie, Lavinia and

myself in the trundle bed. Neldo and Dannie slept upstairs.




After getting better acqueinted with Dannie, I

learned he had one blind eye. People said his mother marked

him by crying so much over her pet cow who lost and eye before
Dannie wes born. £&s long as Dannie and I lived at home we always
done &l1 we could for one smother. .

The next day my stepfather moved our furniture from
home, Then we had more mottos to hang on the wall. Such as "Home
Sweet Home;" "Jesus Is Our Friend," and "Happy Thoughts," and
other religious sayings.

Then we had enough chairs. The children did not
have to stand while we were esting as we did the first night.
Mother had plenty of quilts, festher beds and pillows. An ele-
vated oven cook stove which was quite a help to the large family.

That fall we gathered hickory, beech and plenty of
butternuts. Every night during the winter we wounld pop corn and
erack nuts. The nuts and popcorn were spread over the sttic floor.

I will now tell you how we children gathered the
nuts. After the frost came in the fall we would get up in the
morning as soon as it was light emough to see. Then we would go
quietly under the tall hickory nubt trees and wait until the
squirrels had covered the ground with nuts., They were cutting
them down to store for winter. The branches grew far, far from
the ground. We smaller children could not climb the trees.

Christmas came end with it happiness. There was plenty
wood to keep warm, My stepfather had cut logs and piled on the
fireplace so Santa Claus would hawe no trouble in getting down the
chimmey. OCur stockings were hung. They were filled with nuts,
popcorn, stick candy and candy hearts.

Mother always made beby boys and girls from fried

cakedough. She used raisins for the eyes. 1 remember thet




Christmas I hed & green ribbon for my hair in my stocking. I
thought it the most beautiful ribbon I had ever seen.

We small children were always given the same kind
of present. We each received hair ribbons, only of different
colors, I remember Sadie's was red.

Only once that winter did unhappiness come to our

home., Ir. Caves whipped my brother Neldo with & circingle strap

striking with the buckle end. It happened that lMir., Caves and

Mother hed gone to Pt. Huron. Charley and Neldo had quarreled.
After my stepfather came home (while they were in the barn taking
care of the stock) Charley told him thet lieldo hed knocked him
dowvm that day. Mr. Caves always went to the btern the last thing
before going to bed to see that the stock was alright. That night
he told Neldo to go out with him. While they were there he whipped
my brother. Then he told him to go to bed as soon as he went into
the house. Mother being tired had gone to hed before they céme in,
The next morming whern Annie went up to see why Neldo
did not get up she found him leme and bleck with bruises where
he had been whipped. #nnie ceme down snd told mother. I never
knew just what mother said to Mr. Caves but he never whipped him
a8 geverely again. Iy stepfather's motto was a word and & tlow
and the blow came first.
Mr, Caves was just as severe with his own children as
he was with us. 1 saw him teke his boot and throw at Thomes.
If it hed hit him on the head it would have knocked him sense-

less,




In a few days Neldo was &ble to go to school. He
was never & strong boy. When the snow and ice c2me he could not

play and snowball as the stronger boys did.

Jimmie Marks, & boy of eighteen, who attended the

same school, would take my sister Sadie and I by the hand and
skete dovn a big ditch that had been filled with water during the
fall, then frozen after the cold weather came.

Neldo would hang on his coat tail so the big children
could not tease us as they slways did strenge children who went
to school. Jimmie Mearks at the present time is serving a life
sentence for killing his wife. It seems impossihle for me to
believe that the boy who was so kind to three little fatherless
children could commit such & crime. He was convicted on cir-
cumstaential evidence.

Winter passed eand in the e&rly summer we had a baby
brother who died with colera morbus when he was three months old.

How well 1 can remember each little detail as it
happened thet day. 1 was standing on & stool wiping dishes. The
older girls were picking green gage plums off a tree which grew in
front of the door. Mother was holding Howard on her lap. He had
been sick just a few hours. She did not realize how sick he was.
Mr. Caves had gone to Brockway Centre for Dr. Gowen. The baby
moaned then up went his 1little hands. &He died almost before we
knew he was sick. He was desd before the doctor came.

My sister Lavina and I spend the remzinder of that
summer and fall with our grandmother. We had lived with her so

much it was like home to us.




Grandfather had bought forty acres of land intending
to bnild & carding mill. & carding mill is where fleeces of wool are
taken after being sheared end washed. Where it is made in rolls ready
for spinning into yarn.

There was a2 gpring on the place called the Gassau
which had water power enough to run this water wheel.

Grandfather died three weeks after purchasing this
farme Just one year after the death of my father.

The house was built in & grove of pine tress. The
big sitting room in the front of the house had four windows with twelve
small panes of glass in each window.

Grandmother slept downstairs. In her bedroom she
hmd & six inch square hole cut in one corner for the big white cat
Mendy to go out and in. ohe and Aunt Sarah used it as a hiding
place for their pocketbooks as we had plenty of tramps in those days.

There was & large kitchen and pantry downstairs. Two
bedrooms on the second floor. The house was peinted white. The hen
house and barn were built at the back. Grandma always kept two cows.
We children had all the cream we could eat. Many times I have had a
saucer full of half churned cream with Dutch cheese in it when she
wag churning.

The next winter I lived with Mrs, George Thomas one
of our neighbors. ©She never hed & child and loved me very much. Ir.

Thomes went up near Alpena that winter in the woods hauling logs.

He was gone until early spring. He came home sooner than we expected.

He were not looking for him for six weeks. He said he had been awakened

by his brother calling him sbout four o'elock in the morning. His




brother Sam had died at four o'clock the seme morning he had hesrd
him.cell. In those days people claimed they had & warning before
any of their people died. His brother lived on the farm joining
his. He was buried the day after Mr. Bhomas came home.

Mrs, Thomes had a beautiful home. Always so nice
and clean. There were no children to track in dirt or make & muss.

I used to stay with her until I got homesick. Then I would go home

and stay with Mother. Irs. Thomes wonld come after me and tell me

I conuld have all the cookies I could eat if I would go back with her.
She mede the best cookies I have ever esten.

Their house painted white, was built in an orchard,
There were russetts, golden pippens, big red apples, pears, plums,
peaches and all kinds of fruit., All kinds of besutiful flowers.

Mr. Thomas' driving team was Arabien horses. His
large barns were filled with good horses which he used in the woods
each winter and worked his farm in summer.

Young children have such curious ideas., I can re-
member an: old trumk Mrs. Thomas. had in her attic. I think she hed
every hat she had ever worn for twenty years in thet trunk., I used
to go up there and put them on my head end I wondered why she didn't
give them to me. Mothers and daughters did not wear the same styles
in those days,

After school eclosed that spring my two sisters, bro-
thers and I went to stay with Grandmother. I learned to Spin yam that
summer. I was always anxious to learn all kinds of work. After grande-
mother bothering with me until I could spin she went away one day

and told me to spin & skein of yarn, I did not twist X%
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me until my teeth chattered
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came home late in the fall and we children went

nts of interest during that
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One day mother and Mr. Caves

step -sister told me to do something

she sat me on a chair
could spell cable without an L.
doors, hid in the corn crib until

doors,.

Grandmothers
came home Kate told
sitting on the stalrs, He walked
struck me knocking me to the floor. Then

where I cried myself to sleep,




The other incident was a Jew peddler came from Detroit,.

He stayed over night at our house., In the morning he was showing

his red handkerchiefs, W, children thought them beautiful, He
gave each of us one to ok at My brother and step g Mary
did not return theiws, After he had gone they we showing the
rest of us what they had We told mother. She made them run and
overtake him and return them. When they came back she
them and told us how wicked it was to keep that which
to us,.
Mother tried t« LV good Christiar
thanks at the table, At nigh ten reading the bible and all
prayer,
In April 1875 my sister Helen was born. I was ten years
were all happy with our baby sister.
loved my sister Sad vest We 1 though he:
Mother could sew nicely and she
with 1little yokes and gathered skirts,
ribbon just above her dimpled elbows.
Her dresses were made of white cambric and
blue and white calico.

Th f

at Tall after harvest potatoe digging c« husking and
the frult was gathered, apples dried with an abundant supply of
hickory, beech, butternuts, and pop corn we left our Kenockee home
and moved out on a farm on Lake Huron shore three miles from where
I was born.

My stepfather traded his e*"htv acres for one hundred
and twenty acres., A big house surrounded with rose and lilsc
bushes, Two big locust trees shaded the blg room and bed room in

the front of the house, A blg apple tree grew at the corner of




the house by the dining room shadi the three windows on the east
side of the house, Each window had six fourteen inch window lights
top and bottom sash, One window was sbove a three foot
where the door opened on the
I cannot forget that door and window., I was always
afraid of worms and bugs. My step brothers were always teasing
One day Thomas caught a big bug and
down the neck of my dress. I go way from him and

ey & - - d B - P S r i 1 SRS o sl
stalr way putting my foot aga: Bl g 1g inside

through the window.
door, He felt himself
sash with him,

He dropped the bug and was to much frightened of the punish-
ment he would get when his father came home to try to frighten me
again. His punishment was that he could not zo to the bireh creek
to spear fish as he had planned. There could not be no greater
punishment in those days for a boy than to tell t hem they could
not spear fish, M boys, and some times, girls and women would
come for miles to catch

They would bring a basket made of wire.
knots from the old pine stumps along the bank of
fasten a wire to one side of the rasket, the other end

pole, Fill the basket with the pine knots., Then

knots in the basket making a big blaze lighti g up the bed of

creek so a man could hold it over the water., "Tat was called

Jack light,

We had a bilg east room upstairs and two bedrooms. From
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ours was owned by 2 Jew named Freedman

rented it by the year, We never knew wh

1

neighbor, One year the son of a southern
planter 11 d & ; His father had lost all of his slaves and

property during the war, They were very poor people, The man
time,
dren were picking . That is a sour leaf that
grows 1 the gras ey said that was all they had to eat.
went home and told mother. ¢ S them : d for supper and
Tfast. The next day Mr, Caves he horses and wagon,
across Black River and got enough to lagt until theix

able to work in the harvest, ge red driftwood to

fall they all went south., Some of there relatives learned

condition and se for them,
The next farm of two hundred and ten acres
man nemed Johnathin 3irch who years before had come
New York. ght timber land. Bullt and operated
on Birch Creek wt was named after him. e township of Birch-
also med after him When he left New York he left a
wife and two daughters, He was to send for them as soon as he had
a house built, He did not build for over a year, Then he bullt
what was a beautiful home for those days in the country. It was
a three story frame building. The basement had a kitchen, bed room
and milk room., The well with a pump
which led to a six foot
hall on th ' C Ol loor T asemen jas where the hired man and

his wife 1lix d cooked for the farm hands.

On the east side of the hall { 1 was a
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] how we escaped being drowned In the winter we would

nnderdgtand ¥
ate on the lake and climt ice bergs wil the water on the

other side would be open probghly

Baker lived seven

Uncle Ben

rs such a treat for we children to go there.
would have., The- summer was
coaxed mother to let-us g¢ i ould welk.
lunch and we started or sunny morning

gone Ltwo weeks Neldo had ten cents uld spend at

Before we reached he asked me what I would like.
roisins was what I wanted. He said, <k ¥
Twist tobaccoe.
could have some of my raisins v n't have
as only men chew that,

and tobacco we before reaching Uncle Bens.,

I ate some them to share with my
cousinsg.
Neldo took
not have to keep any
from the house Neldo 1lail
T feared he would die, What was the matter we

he became so sick h mited Then he felt better.

v

think it must have been the Lady Twist," he said as he threw

away -the piece he had left, "I do not see why men chew such stuff,

I am glad, Josie, I just let you touch your tongue to it or you

would have been sick." I helped him get to the house., After he

had eaten supper he felt better.

The next morning we were ready for play. We played on

what =) +1 p 4 3 3 1 ] 2 1
what was. called the Bake and It was made by a bend in Black
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popped corn. I think he must have cracked over a bushel of nuts

5

as there were many children. We would crack the bEuch-nuts with
our teeth, The corn was put in a long pan on the table,
was given a dish filled and a ast as we emptied 1t 1t was
The spring was thirteen Grandmother sent for Neldo and
T to come and stay wilith he Sarah was going to visit some
friends, We were there
After she came home, M the who owned
the gravel road that ran Hu ame ¢ if grandmother
and auntie would collect a he toll gate t miles
out of Pt. Huron, This gravel roac
toll was two cents a mile,
After much deliberation they decided to go.
the last tin ever lived in that house. Grandmother
farm that summer., When we had lived at the toll gates a short
time Uncle Nelson Glassford came to visit us. When he went home
he coaxed me to go home telling grandmother the advantages of the
schools were so much better in Copac than the country schools.
Mother and grandmother had decided they would make a school teacher
of me as I learned very easily. There were many teachers in our
family. Mother, Grandmother, great grandmother were teachers
besides a good supply of uncles, aunts and cousins Wwho also taught,
Aunt Lucinda was very kind to me dolng every
make me happy. She made me pretty dresses and toock me
I think the best time I had while there was when aunt Lucinda and
were pitting cherries. We were pitting them and putting them
in a steamer forgetting it had holes in the bottom. Suddenly I

looked down and there was a pool of cherrie juice all over the

o

floor. She had the steamer on her lap with the cherries in and
% o~ ‘L ~
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the juice had wet her clothes through and wes in & regular
puddle on the floor. I can tell you we had some.heasrty leugh
over that. When 1 had bheen there-a week I began to want mother.

I wasg the only child in the house which was built just outside

the city limits where Uncle Nelson had & big farm., His two boys

had charge of the farm and they lived in Capac with there families,

I stayed seven weeks and cried so much they took me
home., I wanted mother, I stayed at home and finished the term
at the Birch school,

After school closed in the spring Mrs. Losey, 'one
of our neighbors' wanted me to stay with her during haying and
harvest. Mother let me go as it was only one mile from home.
Mrs. Losey had never had any children. She gave her affection
to a great big dog she had trained to do all meanner of things.
Even teaching him to sing the notes., She would put her mouth
to his ear and sing do - re - me, He would do the best he could
trying to imitate her.

Will Smith & young men who was an orphan lived with
them. His father who had belonged to & life saving crew in
England was drowned. When Will was small his mother married
again and came to the United States. She had been dead four
years, iiill was twenty-one and had received money enough from
England to buy forty acres of land. Mr. Losey was working it
for him that summer,. -

Will was my first beau. He was six foot tall with
black hair end black eyes. . Was sick with chills and fever nearly
all summer. L used to take him water to drink and mske toast
for him. When he was better he wanted to take me to the meetings

at the Bireh school house. It was used as a church. Mother would




not l1et me go out with him that summer saying I was to youngs

I would be fifteen the next spring in March themn I could go.

He worked in the woods in Bay City that winter.
When he came home in the spring he came to see me. lMother let
me go with him to the meetings and places of amusements, In
June he asked me to merry hime I told him I would. The day
was set for the fifteenth of October. After we were engaged
he became very dominering . I did not like that and told him
in August I would not marry him.

My next beau was Joe french who Will had intro-
duced to me. He came to see me 8ll the following winter. His
brother Wash came to see my sister Sadie. We four certainly
had a wonderful time all winter. The boys had beautiful horses
end good cutters. We went every place there was to go.

In Lkisrch Grandmother sent for me to go down to the
toll gate and stay with her., Aunt Sarah hed merried and gone
to live in Port Huron. Neldo had been staying with Grandmother,
He wanted to go to Cadilac a lumbering town about two hundred
miles from Port Huron.,. 1 quit school and went to stay with her.
Instead of teaching school I would leern dressmaking, Grand-
mother gave up the toll gate and went to board with Auntie.

Uncke Roberts mother lived with them. She seemed
to be jealous of auntie which made it very disagreeable for
Grandmother .

A widower who lived near them asked Grandmother to
marry him,

She accepted him, they were married at aunties he
was seventy years she was seventy-two.

They lived happy for two years when Grandmother




fell and broke her hip. She passed away three weeks later
May 1884.

When she died her grandchildren lost one of the
dearest grandmothers & child could have.

Her property was equally divided between her five
children who &l1ll1 mourned for her.

The spring of eighteen forty one I met the man
who was destined to appear at intervals during my whale life,.

The fall before & man by the name of Hillock came
from Cgnada who bought the o0ld Bireh farm and the place known
a8 the Wade farm,

The house on the Wade Place was larger than the
one on the Birsh: farm. The Hillock family was large. They
lived in the Wade house. It was the house used by Johnathen
Biréh. for his men who worked in the saw mill.

Mr. Wade bought the place from him years before.

The house was built sbout five hundred feet from
the water edge of Lake Huron.

The walk wes bordered with maple trees. The french

door opened in & spacious hall. The wide open stairway led to
b j¢ pe 3

the second floor.

On either side of the hall a door opened in the north
and south parlor.

Off of the north parlor was a large room which was
built for & barroom where & man years before was killed in a
drunken fight. At that time this house was used for a stopping
place haliway between Pt., Huron and Lexington.

At the end of the hall a door opened in the dining

roomy, 8180 one from the north parlor,




Opening from the dining room was & big kitchen,
opening from that was the summer kitchen with & big range
and long kitchen table. Nany times have 1 helped do the baking
to fill that table with mince, apple, pumpkin pices. Marble
and rolled Jjelly cakes and a large jear of cgookies.

On the second floor there was a large front room

that was used as & spare room. The occupants could look out

over Lake Huron and see the angry waves on & windy day or the

plecid blue waters as the boats sailed majestically by.

At the north corner of the house a rain barrell
and wash bench stood under the spreading branches of & big
weeping willow tree where the hired men washed., ILarge barns
and out houses were built for hay, grain and cattle. A well
with & windmill was near one corner of the house. That pro-
vided water for the house and &lso pumped water in the barnes
for the stock.

A welk of five hundred feet under silver maple
trees brought you to the high bridge thet spaned the river at
the mouth of Birech creek where it emptied into Lake Huron. The
saw mill hed been torn down but we could see the spiles and
tiling where the dock stood where in earlier days the boats
loaded lumber cut at the Birch sewmill. Back of the barns the
Birch creek flowed with thornapple trees shsding its banks.

Mrs. Hillock used the room from the north for a
bedroom,

Around this room hangs a legend. <The ghost of
the murdered mn came back at freguent intervals to visit the
place of his former battles,

The family were using it at this time as a sleeping




room. One of the boys slept there alone being more courageous
or less superstitious than his brothers., The follcwing spring
hig father hired a mén not overly clean that they put to =leep
in the haunted room along with the boy already occupying it
much to seid boys disgust.
0ld Shep the farm dog had burrowed & hole under
the flooxr of this room to he near as possible to the boy as they
were great chums. Just as the two occupants of the room became
sound asleep Old Shep tired of chasing raebbits sought his bed
under the house. HNow one of the clapboards had become loose
at one end and sagged down. In orawling wder he rubbed his
back against it making considerable noise. <This awoke the
8leepers and Abe the- hired man who was familisr with the legend
of the haunted room jumped out of bed with a yell. The ghost
he shouted.l just saw him come through the window,
The boy tried to convince him that it was only the
dog crawling under the house but Abe would not be convinced,
He grabbed his clothes and made for the other part of the house.
This reminded the boy of an incident he had read
in Uncle Toms cabin. The next day he secured & long hottle,

broke it in to and placed the neck end in a knot hole in the

siding just above the window. The next night Abe who had been

Jibed and scoffed at all day screwed up enough courage to try
the haunted room again.

As on the night before they had just nicely got to
sleep when the wind began to hlow and the way that neck bottle
begen to moan and wail would have stirred envy in the heart of

a regl ghoste Abe as previously, awoke first, listened an in-




stant, snatched his overalls from the foot of the bed esnd with
out stopping for his shoes tore out of the room and house. He
never stopped running until he reached the home of his parents
two miles away. Thus the boy got rid of his unwelcome bed
fellow.

Sister Sadie and I were having such good times
going to school and cutter riding to give much thought to our
new neighbors, who consisted of three young men, one invalid
dsughter, & sixteen yeer old girl end three smaller red headed-
freckled faced boys. Jene the young girl and her ©brother John

went to school. We walked one half mile together at night going

home from schoole She going one half mile north end we one half

mile south when we parted.

We liked her but she was very sarcastic end thought
her brothers were the only young men in the neighborhood who knew
anythinge. They hed been raised in & small town in Cgnada. The
second oldest one met my cousin Clars Fuller when they first
came from Censda. Her father was a wealthy farmer., A&After Mr.
Hillock mede inguiries and found Mr. ¥uller's financial stending
was godd he geve his consent to Alex paying court to Clara.

Thet disposed of one son that winter. Aaron the
eldest boy was in Cenada all winter, lsaac was compelled to stay
at home as there were only two overcoats among the three boys,
Aaron had one end Alex used the other,

During the winter Jane asked us to visit her at
her home. Mother would not let us go until Jane came to see us,.
She seid people would say we went to see the boys.

Spring was here and the school term ended. Une day




Mr, Hillock stopped his team in front of our gate and Jane
¢limbed down from the wagon. Came in the house and spent the
afternoon and had supper with us staying until her father came
back from Lekeport where he had gone on business.

Before leaving she made mother promise Sadie and
I could spend Sunday with her. I never forgot thet Sunday, It
ceame on the seventh of May 188l. 1 wes then sixteen,

Mother dressed Sadie and 1 as near alike as she
could. »She never should have done this as 1 was very fleshy
while »adie was slender., I was fair and she had dark heir and
beautiful brown eyes.

We wore dresses of white lawn with a smsll red
flower and green spray running through them. A red lace shawl,
black hats with & band of red ribbon.

As we were coming up the welk we saw one of the
boys seated in the south window reading & book.

1t wes & beautiful day. The hall door stood open
and Jame ceme down the stairs just as we stepped up to the door.
We went in. She introduced us to her brother, lssac. He had heen
reading and watching for us to let her know when we were coming.

Mrs., Hillock was in the kitchen superintending dinnex
which was served in the big dining room at two o'clock on sSundays.

After dinner we girls helped with the dishes. Then
the young people went down to the beach and spent the & fternoon in

the cedar grove which grew in front of the house along the beach,

By supper time the house was filled with company. We hsad Supper

then walked through the fields to the Bireh school house where

Elder Travers held meetings. The boys and girls asll paired off




cing with one of the girls. As we went out of the door
asked me if he could walk with me. I thought him the best
kidg

L

and most interesting boy 1 hed ever met. He was twenty
years old.,
over when we came out of the school

house he asked to walk home with me. I was standing beside Mother.
ohe answered saying they were there with the wagon., Sadisand I
could ride home,

ifhen the horses started lsaac and Aeron jumped in
the back of the wagon, and rode as far &s the corner. Cousin Edd
Fulton walked home with Jame. Alex taking Clars home.

Before we left the s ouse James Linsie msde
the announcement, officers for the Sunday school would be elected

the next Sunday. All the young people were to attend. He asked

us to ettend Prayer meeting the next Thursdey evening w
1l did. Isasc walked home with Sadie and 1.

The school house was filled the next Sunday. '‘he
young people had decided to elect officers which they did. Harvey
Fuller, Superintendent, Alex Hillock assistent, lsaac Bible class
teacher. I taught & class. Everything was done by the young people.
1t was a saccess.

In June we gave a garden perty or social in Uncle
Hugh Fuller's orchard to help rgise money to pay the Minister
118 salsry which I think was four hundred dollars & yesr with
free use of the parsonage to live in.

1

he fruit trees were pink and white with blossoms.

Chinese lanterns hung from the branches lighting up the whole

orchaxrd,

-

Long tables were msde from boards and fi




overflowing with all kinds of good food. Fried chicken, cold
sliced ham, pickles, cakes, pies and jellies,

The seats were made by taking long boards: the
length of the table placing either end on a chair them putting
two cheirs in the center of the board to strengthen them.

The neighbors donated the use of chesirs and dishes,
ach bringing his shere of the food which was served.

The nicest looking cak ' to be sold at
acution. #Mr, dSpaulding doing the auctioneering.

After supper L en served the tables cleared,
each one taking her dishes 0 of the cut cake and other
food which was not used on the tables, the auctioneer would mount
the platform and begin.

"Who wants this nice cake for five or ten cents,”
whichever was being bid.

The cake 1 took was called & pyramid cake,

It was baked in four different size cake pans. The
first was a flat bottom three quart the next a two quart pan,
then & one quart the top cake was baked in & teacupe.

After frosting the largest cake the next one wes
placed on it and frosted until all four cakes placed on top of

each other looked like a minature mountain of snow.

We would put frosting made from the heaten whites

of eggs and sugar over them about three times.

On the last coating before it was dry we would
plece candies of different shapes and colors.At the top of the
smallest cake an ornament was placed making & beautiful pyramid,

The cake mother made for me was the last one to

be sold. It was getting late. The clouds were getting blacker,




There were distent sounds of thunder. Seven dollers had been

bid on the ‘cake. Y. Spaulding was going to knock the cake
down to lsaac when Jake Malum rode up on horse back and shouted
I bid five cents.

Then the excitement began. The two boys bidding
against each other. Jake saying he was mnot going to_allow
Hillock to take home liss

The bidding wa B The storm was getting nea
We could hear the distant roll of thunder. Mr, Spaulding shouted
eleven dollars and fifteen cents has been bidden. Is the cake
going to Hillock. NMr. Windsor, our county blscksmith shouted,

"I bid five cents.,"” Thet is where the boys lost out, each waiting
for the other. The ceke was knocked down to Mr, Windsor for five
cents amidst cheering and shouts of laughter just as the rain
began to fall.

Every one hurrying to get under shelter, the women
running to the house, men to the barns, 1t proved to be just a
passing shower, Edd took Jane home in his two seated buggye.

Isasc and 1 riding in the back seat. It was on our way home.

That night on the way home Isaac put his srm around
me and drawing me closer to him asked me to promise him not to
let Joe french come to See me.

Early in the evening Joe and wash came to the party.
They had intended taking sSadie and I to the party.

We had not seen them for about six wesks, They were
home helping their father with the spring seeding. He lived at
Richmond forty miles from where we lived.

Jane, Sadie and I were on the Committee. ile went

early in the afternoon.




When the boys ceme they found Joe and Wash at
our table, heard them ask us to let them take us home.

It was easy for me to tell Isaac 1 would not
go with Joe again as I did not care for him and 1 liked 1ssac
more than I had ever liked sny boy.

When Asron and vadie were ready to go home he
went to the barn to find his younger brother had taken the
buggy eand left & horse for him. They had to walk home, Asron
leading the horse behind.

We attended Sunday school every Sunday, Tusday
nights practiced singing. Thursday night was Prayer meeting.

1

The attendance was good on those nights. All the

&

young people going, each one heving their part to do.

I didn't reslize &t the time but years later L knew

it was more to meet our besux than do our religious duty.

We were & happy careiree lot, 2lways joining in
ing the beautiful hymns, bowing our heads at prayer even if
girls silently laughed all during the time which we often did.

Youth can not be serious &t all times.

Sometimes we were plenning where we would meet the
next Sunday after Sunday school, Other times while the Sisgters
and brothers were offering. up prayers we girls with bowed heads
would plen the making of a dress some one of us had, or the re-
modeling of an old one, or tell each other some secret we had
been wanting to tell.

There were times we thought of nothing but our
prayers, We would pray as earnestly and devoutly &s the older
people thanking God for &1l he had done for us believing in him

snd asking him to gunide us through this stormy life.




Cousin Clara Fuller was & pretty girl who had
plenty of beaux. One young man was always asking to walk home
with her. She never liked him and always refused.

this night - while at the meeting he
Clare was going home with oadie and 1 to spend & few days the
Emes walk up the Creck that is what she called him,

Tonight 1'am going to say yes when he asks to welk
home with me girls, Jjust see the look of surprise on his face
when we turn to go down to the lake. He will certainly know how
to pack sand before he gets home. We will walk him through the
middle of the road he will not be &ble to see the sod.

After the last hymn had beenpung the benediction
pronounced and hendshaking * we girls started to leave the
school house.

Here he comes, Now for the fun, the fun.,

Certainly she answered, when he &asked her, for-
tunetely 1 am &lone tonight. Jack was game when he found he had an
extra walk of three miles with three giggling girls and my step-
brother. He sppeared to enjoy it as much &8s we. He never agsin
asked Clara to walk with her,

We had such a wonderful bathing beach., All of our
girl friends would come &nd visit sometime during the summer.,

Our bathing suits were old drecses we had discarded.
We used the fish house for our dressing room.

If we had been photographed we would never have
been called bathing beauties. Uur dresces were foeded end ragged,
ceme to the ground except where & piece hed been torn from them,

Our hair was in breids down our back, or hung loose

* we were in & hurry to be the first one in the water.




blowing. Four
come we would &
our heads out of
Once vhen I went to dive my big toe caught in &
hole in my dress went down very fast. ''he dress geve way.
frightened.
July lsaac told me he loved me,
loved him and promised tc¢
kegp our engagement &
ihen Alex asked Clara to
She and L had been school chums
time, e a- Biteh scho ne 1 ling es other
secrets,
When Issac asked me to marry him 1 was so happy 1
12d to tell someone. I knew Sadie nor Clara would not tel
wae very much in love. ./hen & young girl of sixteen loves she
cares nothing for money. Ilt's just her sweetheart to her. He is
a hero, perfect in her eyes. She sees none of his faults or
weaknegses,
We must keep our secret from our parents. They
would say we were too young to merry.
fihen Will hed asked me to marry him I d4id not rea=
1lize the difference between love and sympethy. He was alone with
either parents, brother nor sister, His loneliness appealed to

1

When he asked me to marry him 1 said - ; Yealizing what

I was doing. Mother did not object, thinking, 1 suppose, I would

o
]

have 8 good home., I soon learned it wes not love 1 felt for him.

How wonderful is love. It mekes the sun shine




brighter, trees look greener, the flowers teke on

hue.

a different

How happy we were with our secret. Each time
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people were singing hymms.




When issac, Yadie and 1 went down stairs the

young people were in the back parlor playing gemes. CUne of
the favorite gemes wes called the needle eye.

It was played by placing two chairs with the
backs opposite leaving spece to welk between them. A boy &nd
girl could stand on either chair eclasping hands holding them
high sbove the open space. The boys and girls who wanted to
play the geme would join hands forming a circle. lMarching be-
tween the cheirs under the clesped hands of the boy and girl
who were stemding on them. They would g1l join in singing.

The needles eye that does supply

The thread that runs so truly

There is meny & lass 1 have passed

Because 4+ wanted you.

Ag the lest line wes sung the boy and girl om
the cheir would drop their arms over & boy or girl pagsing
undernesth. The circle would stend still while they

Because 1 wanted you,

iith & kiss so sweet, & bow so neat

There is meny & lass I have passed

Because 1 wented you.

I1f & boy wes caught they would chenge the last

two lines and sing.

There is meny & beau 1've let go
Becsuse 1 wanted yous

The boy or girl who was caught would take the place
of the one on the eair, the one getting down would join the
circle repesting the same lines until all had been caught.

Another game was called

"Over the river to Heed the Sheep.

This game is played about the same as the Virginia

Reel is danced.

While playing it we would a&ll sing,




Over the River to feed the sheep,

Over the river to Charley

Over the River to feed the Sheep

And get a loed of Barley.

rretty pink 1 suppose you think

cén not do without you
will let you know before I go
ceére but little about you.

We played this game mostly &t taffy pulls, or
Just an ordinery party, never at any doings for the church
ag we were 2ll good methodists and did not think it right to
dence .

Other games such as Snap and Catch them, drop
the handkexrchief, picking and hending down cherries. These
were 8ll kissing games,

Our other amus ements for the fall and winter were
husking bees where all of us wounld husk corn in the barn by lan-
tern light or out of the shack ona& moonlight night.

"o were gServed with a good supper after which we
he:d  lots of fun.

Then agein we would be invited to a paring bee

where we would pere, cut and string apples on a cord hang them

up on & rack made over the stove neer the ceiling to dry for

the years use.

Going home we would often run horses trying to
ress each other.
Sleigh ride parties were frequent. A big sleigh
box filled with straw (a blanket was spread over the straw),
86ll of us sitting on the floor of the box against the sides,
eech boy trying tq 8it by the girl he liked best.
Such laughing, singing and shouting. Those
heppy days.
Our summer amusements were bugsgy riding, picnies,

rowing on the lake and going to the big circus when it ceme to tgs




The oyster suppers were always to help psy the
Minister's salary, each hoy always paying for the girl he had taken.

I did not go home with Clars as we had planned. Mrs,
Hillock insisting on me staying there until the next afternoon.

The next day just hefore dinner lsaac came in with
a two quart pail of nice oysters.

The night before while coming from the barn he saw
a woman go to the bhack of the house and hide something in the snow.

After she had gone in the house he went and found
this pail., He took it out of the snow and hid it in an empty rain
barrel.

This women always managed in some way to get & pail
of oysters to take home from every supper she attended.

Mrs., Hillock made an oyster stew, telling lsaac he
was no better than Mrs. Alto who had taken them.

That day before Isaac took me home Mr. Hillock said
1 should sue the county for dameages, He said I could get five hun-
dred dollars. He would swear to the condition I was in when 1 came
to his houée.

I told him I could not see why the county should be

responsible for the collar on Ei's horse being too small. He said
k 5

the railing at the end of the bridge wasn't high enough for protection.
1t would be nice for me to have five hundred dollars. I could not
gsee why the county was at fault and did not sue. If I had,it prob-
ably would have changed my whole life as 1 would have had money of my
own,

Alex end Clara's engegement was announced., Both
families were well pleased. They would be married the twenty-seventh
day of December., I had gone down to Grandmother's. She was teaching

me to make buttonholes. I could do dressmaking the next summer,




-

Clara had pleanned on Isaac and I, her brother Harvey
and his girl Ellas Steeker to stend up with them when she was married.

Alex was going to Pt. Huron., He was to bring me
home. His father was with him. He said there was no time to go for
me that day. I could come later., 1 was to go to the .wedding with
Issac. 1 did not get home until after the night hefore the wedding.
There was no word for me concerning their plans.

The next day when they were loaded in the sleigh
Mr., Hilloeck told Issac there wes no room for me. He could take
Anns Rutledge. ©She wag visiting them.

That is where lsaac mede the first mistake. He
should have resented the slight to me and stayed from the wedding
or insisted on my being there. He did not realize it until long
after.

When he came toc see me thet night he told me they
had 811 had such & nice time and explained why he did not come
after me. I was very unhappy &bout it but did not let anyone
know how I felt.

When Clara came home she came to see me and told
me she was 80 disappointed when she found I did not come with Isaaec,
but it wes too late for Ed or Harvey to go after me, &s they both
were late in getting there with their girls.

From then on Isaac was unable to come 10 See me S0
often. His father kept him busy doing chores until too leate to coms.

By spring Mother had heard the rumor thet Mr,
Hillock ohjected to Isaac going with me., Mother naturally resented
it and wanted me to tell Isaac not to come. I was too much in love

t0 even think of such & thing.

He came one Sunday evening. Mr, Caves refused to
a

spesk t0o him. The next time he came Mother showed by her actions




he was not wanted there.
A Canadian woman kept busy going from Mrs. Hillock
to Mother then back to Mrs. Hillock making all the trouble she could,
Igaac would come to see me telling me how much he
loved me and begging me not to listen to anything I heard and always
love him.
I do not think & girl could love her sweetheart
more than I did.,

Mres, . ‘West wanted & sewing girl. She had four
g

children and was exXpecting another one in September. Mother let me

go. 1 stayed there 8ll1l summer.

Isaac came to see me. He always came on horsebsck.
He: had twelve miles to come. Each time he came we wonld say we
would never let our people part us, our love was too great.

One day Dr. West was called down to see Esther
Hillock who was an invalid. He was asking Isaac when he was coming
Upe

When he went to go home MMr. Hillock followeXhim
out to the buggy and sasked him if Ilsasc went to see me, saying he
had forbidden him going. Doctor said Isaac told him we were to be
marriede.

Mr, Hillock said the idea of my son Isaac marrying
poor Josie Wheeler. We knew what the trouble was. He wanted him
to merry ready monsy as Alex had.

When Clera and Alex were merried her father gave
her & cow, twenty live hens, eight sheep, two pigs and money for
furniture. Aunt Annie, her mother gave her dishes, quilts, pillows,
bed linen, feather ticks for two beds, rag carpets for two bedrooms

eand & large living roome




Mr. Hillock borrowed the money Uncle Hugh had given
her for furniture, he buying her furniture on credit later. Clare
paid for it with butter and eggs. He also so0ld four of her fat
sheep and used the money.

Issac was better looking then Alex, He had auburn
hair and brown eyes. 1 thought him handsome. Why couldn't he
merry 8 girl with pigs), hens, sheep and & cow. There was Eva
Graham, the Cole girls besides meny others their fathers were
all willing to have their daughters marry one of his boys. No
Isaac should never marry Josie Wheeler that was finsal,

I went from Mrs, West's to stay with Grandmother
to finish my sewing lessons.

I stayed there nearly all winter.
come often to see me.

Alex and Clara came often to see me.
gsewing for Clara.

When I reached home I found Isaac had been taking
another girl home from the meetings.

Elder Travers was holding revival meetings at the
Birch school house, had been for the past two weeks.

Mother said now was my chence to quit going with
him. If he cared for me he would never have taken another girl
home.

I went to meetings with my stepbrother Dannie who

never failed me. When we arrived the school house was crowded.

Igsac sat up nearly to the front of the school houses.

*

Sarah sat in the center seat. I had to sit in
the very back next the door. I think everyone in the school

house saw me when I came in, excepting Isaac. Sarah whiSpened




something to Eva Graham and they both laughed.

While the members were telling their experiences
1 was trying in my mind to form some plan that would let Issae
know 1 was at the school house.

An o0ld lady whom everyone called Aunt Sib snd old
Mr, Ferrett elways were the last onesto testify.

I must think of something soon. Aunt Sib was tell-
ing she had a fellow feeling in her bosom for all the Sistren and
Brethern. Soon Mr, Ferrett would be saying Thank God since he
was no better he was -no worse and for seventy years the winds
had whistled through his branches e&nd stripped them of their
foliage, but thank God his 0ld trunk stood firm as ever.

After he sat down the Minister was asking 8ll who
weanted to be prayed for to arise and ask for prayers. Now was
my chence, 1 arose and asked all the members to pray for me.
When Isaac heard my voice he turned and looked at me in surprise,
He knew I was there, I had accomplished what I wanted.

Issac knew I was there, If he preferred Sarah to
mé this was his chance to let me know. In those days in the
country when two were engaged no one expected them to go with
anyone else. We had been engaged nearly two yesrs. After the

meeting was over and the handshaking all around ‘the crowd was

leaving the school house, Isaac passed Sarah and came down snd

shook hends with me. Dannie came and asked me if I was ready

to go home. Isaac took my arm and said yes, but he was going with
me. How little it takes to make ome hsppy. I think I was the
happiest girl at the meeting. When we started home I asked him
who was going hothe with Sarah. I am not he said for my own girl

is home. Then he raised my veil and kissed me telling me how he




had missed me and I was the only girl he had ever loved and the
only one he could ever love. He had gone home with Sarah twice
that was through courtesy. Her brother saw them talking. He
took'another girl home and left Sarah. Isaac had to take her home.

The next time lsaac came to see me I told him what
his father had told Dr. "est. That made our love greater. No
we would not marry until our parents gave their consent. Mother
had told me she would much rather see me dead than merry him.

Clara and Alex were living in the Birch house. I
would meet him there as neither Mother nor Mr, Caves spoke to
him when he came to see me.

Mother had never forbiddem me going with him but I
knew she did not like it. The next aftemoon I went to stay
with Grandmother, from theke to Uncle James., I did sewing for
Aunt Annie., 3She had three little girls., I lived with them
about four months until after her baby came then I went home and
gtayed until springe.

I was eighteen. Isaac twenty-two. He asked his

father's eonsent to our marriage., I1f he would not give it he

would go away and wrk. He was needed at home. It would save
hiring & man. Mr. Hjillock told him if he would stay at home
until after harvest -he would give him a deed to the Wintchel
fortye.

lsaac had been cutting wood for a man on the shore.
road., He gave the roney to his father to make a payment on the
land he was to get.

After he had underbrushed and cleared ten acres on

the land he asgked his father for the deed.




Mr, Hillock told him that it was made t0 his
mother. He would have to get her to deed him the land.

When lsaac asked her for it she told him she
would never give him anything until he had sense enough to
marry & girl who had either prospects or money.

He came to me very much disappointed. He hed in-
tended showing me the deed and telling me his father had given
his consent to our marriage.

We were 81l brought up to believe we should honor
our parents and do just about as they wished us to do. Believ-
ing thet he stayed at home and helped them &ll summer. His
father said he could have what he would make the next winter.

My brother Neldo had been wanting Sadie and I to

go to Cadillac.

When Isaac told me he had decided to stay at home,

for the first time I was discouraged with him.

1 then decided to go to Cadillasc. I said goodbye
to him, went down to Aunt Sarah McElroy, from there 1 went to
Cadillac,

I had written Neldo when I would arrive but did
not wait for an answer.

I expected him to meet me as I would not get in
until ten o'clock at night,.

When 1 arrived he wes not there. A runner for the
Balfour House took me to the hotel.

I asked him if he knew Neldo Wheeler., He did and
said he would take me where he lived.

His landlady told me he was sick and had gone to

the hospitel at Grand Rapids. I went bhack to the hotel and




stayed that night.

Neldo had not written home of being sick as he
did not want to worry mother. IHe had been sick three months.

What to do I d4id not know, I had only one dollar
and thirty-five cents. My room would te fifty cents and break-
fast twenty-five.

We did not get back to the hotel until neasrly eleven
o'clocks I would not eat supper. I must save my money.

In the moming I walked two miles over to Harristown
to find Ransome Burche's wife who had divorced him., She had
been living with her mother.

When 1 reached there I found she had married and
moved away.

Her mother sent me over to & brother of Mrs. Buck
whom I had known. He was married and living with his mother=-
in-law., They kept boarders.

Mrs. Satterlee was very nice to me. X4l1la the married

daughter had one child and was expecting another. Cora her

younger danghter was to be married soon.,

1 had plenty of sewing. 1 sewed for forty- cents a
day, board and room.

1 wrote to my brother. He came there and I paid his
board with the money I earned.

His board was only two dollars and fifty cents a

Men worked ten hours for a days work at one dollar

When the weather became sultry and hot Neldo wead




went out in the country to stay.

While out walking he met a boy, Nieck Rivers, whom
he knew. Nick went home and told his mother Neldo Wheeler had
consumption. She and Nick came after Neldo. He must go home
with them,

He had helped her when Mr. Rivers died, She had
never been a&ble to pay him, Now she could repay him for his

kindness by caring for him. He could stay until cold weather.

I had 8ll the sewing finished for them,

I was going to sew for a Mrs. Button whose husbhsnd
kept & hotel in Cadillac. I could not make enough to pay my
board and Neldo's. Fifty cents a day bosrd and room was all I
was being pald. Board was three dollars and fifty cents s week
at that hotel.

I sewed there three weeks, The first work I did

was for her little girl, I did nicely with that as I was used

to meking children 's clothes.

Such a time I had with the velvet dress for Mrs.
Button. The extension pleat was something new. She wanted one
in her basque which was tight-fitting to the waistline and eight
inches below over the front and hips. The pleat was made in the
back seam below the waistline.

How to get that pleat I did not know., I worried and
studied on it 21l the time I was sewing for her little girl., To=-
morrow 1 must cut that velvet dress. The good Lord must have
heard my prayers.ts I slept that night, I dreamed just how to

maéke that pleat.




I did not know much or I could have bought & pattern,
1 learned to cut by a chart and thought I must cut every-
thing by that.

Brother Neldo was growing worse. The weather wes

getting cold. I must write and tell Mother just what the doctor

said.

The answer to the letter came. Sigter Sadie wounld
come to Cadillec if Neldo wanted to go home. Mother would send
him the money. When he read the letter he was glad to go. He
received the money the following week,

When Sadie received my letter she was living iz
Huron. »She &id not go home before leaving for Cadillag and did
not v M T had sent the money to Neldo. He left Cadillse

hom€the third day of December, eighteen eighty-three. Sadie
leit Pt. Huron that morning for Cadillac. They passed at
Saginaw not knowing it.

I had gone to sew for Mrs. Hogen in November making
sheets, pillow Slips and towels for the hotel. I was there when
vadie arrived. After she came lMrs. Hogen said we could room if
we would help her the days we did not have sewing.

We were very glad we would not have to pay board the
days we were at home.

Mother was glad to see Neldo but very much grieved
when. she had taken him to Doctor Haywood, one of the doctors who
had taken care of my father. He told her Neldo could not live
long.

Isaac left home early in the fall., He wrote me he
was going to gtart for himself but never wrote me what he

doinge.




logging Mr, Hilloeck wanted
would go in psrtners.

After looking over the timber they can acik hired
teams to go in the woods, Mrs, Hillock and Clara went
cooking. Isaac ceame to Cadillac and spent a week at

L=

nas time., He was very enthusiastic telling me how much

When spring came the men were pnaid. His father took
money they had mede. ‘It had been & bad winter, not much

more to haul logs. Isaac was no better off than the year tefore.

s

Kieh Hogen loved »adie the first time he saw her,

When she came to Cadiliac he met her at the train. She did not

leave & sweetheart at home., She was free to go with him.

not went out with a boy excepting lsaac

i

over two years. 1 was taught an engagement was as sacred

> b &

After Sside came she end Kiah always asked me to
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Other boys would ask me but I always refused.
The first of March we received & letter from Mother
gaying Neldo could not live much longer.

Sadie gnd I went home. 1t was

brother and know he must leave us s0 sSo0o0n.

When Sadie dagt saw him he was a beautiful boy of
eighteen; now at twenty-two he must go where there is no return-
ing. We conld see death in his fafe,.

When we arrived home we found the bern with grain,
hay, six cows, four horses had burned the week before.

The only way it could he sccounted for was a tramp




had gone in the hay mow to sleep, had lighted his pipe and in
some way had set fire to the hay. An o0ld clay pipe was found
in the ruins, Mr., Caves and my stepbrothers did not smoke,

The night of the fire Mother was up with Neldo at

twelve o'clock. ©She saw the reflection of the fire through
ran outdoors. The barn was but & big blaze,

Mr., Caves and the boys went out it was too late
to save anything excepting the sheep and c¢h which were in
another building.,

That was & heavy loss to them. They were insured in
a company which was supposed to be reliahle. They had been in-
sured in that company for years,

Bach policy was taken out for three years. When the
lagt one was made out Mother mentioned & geine which had been
bought by my stepfather and one of the neighbors. The policy seaid
anything owned in partnership should be specified.

The seine was put in the loft of the barn each winter

Mother wanted the agent to change the poliey. He said
the Campany would never let that make any difference even if the
barn did burn.

Mr, Caves said they had been insured many years and
never had a fire, there was no danger, let it go as it was.

When he tried to collect the insurance he could not

get 1t because of the Séing not being mentioned as being owmed in

partnership, it broke the policy.

Mr. Hillock and Isaac arrived home on Monday hefore
I reached home., Isaac had written me he was helping his father
take the teams home,

I had been to Uncle Hugh's for milk. When passing




Clsra's on my way home I saw lsaac. He asked me if he counld come
to see me that night.

Mother and I were in the room with Neldo when he came.
I told bister Sadie he was coming. Sadle opened the -door when he
rapped.

When Mr, Caves saw who it was he left the room, cam
in and told Mother that scapegoet was here.

Mother asked who he meant. It's easy to know now
that Josie is home.

I ¥new who it was. I went out and asked Isaac to
come in and gee my brother. They had never met. MlMothsr and my
gtepfather both left the room neither of them speaking to him,

That night after he had gone Neldo said, that is th
men who is making so much trouble for you.

Not so much, brother, as our parents sre making for us,

When I asked him how he liked Isaac he said if I was
only well I would know more what kind of a: men he will maks.

# While visiting me in Cadillac Isaac had planned on
our being married in the spring. Now everything was changed.
Meny years later Isasac told me he made eight hundreldollars that
winter. His father kept it.

Neldo grew weaker each day.

vadie and I had been home five weeks. Sister Lavinia

was at Grandhothers. Iother sent for her to come home.

Saturday evening Neldo asked me to sit with him. He

wanted to talk sbout the ones he knew in Cadillsasec.

He knew Sadie was going to marry Kish Hogen. He asked
me if I had met Mort Lovelace. If you have not you will &s soon
a8 he knows you are at Kiah's.

Do you remember, Josie, of me writing and telling you




I had traded you to one of the boys for one of his sister. Mart
is that men. He will claim you.

He has told me so many times just the kind of girl bhe
wanted for his wife. Your sister is a perfect description of her.

Then we talked of Bell Hawkins the girl who he was to
heve married. He knew he would never see her again.

Thaet night about ten o'clock Isgac was coming from Pt.
Huron. Seeing the lights in the house he came in to gsee how Neldo
Wes .,

He stayed with us about an hour when he left for home
it was nice moonlight., A few minutes later there wes no moon to
be seen, It was piteh dark.

Neldo and I talked of the darkness. He seid Jogsie if

you marry that man your life will be bright for just & shorlitime

then it will be the blackness of tonight.

I sat with him. He slept & short time, then asked for

When she came we saw he was much worse, He passed away
the next day at four o'clock it.was. Sundey, April eighteen eighty=-
four, two days later he was laid beside our father in the Baker
Cenetery,.

One week later Sadie and I returned to Cadillsac.

Isaac came to see me the night before I left for
Cadillaec.

His plans were to go up there in May., He would
work, We would be married.

Mother and I had talked about me marrying him.
reluctantly Bhe had given her consent.

Kish met Sadie and I. It was Satwrday night., Mondaj

morning we begen the spring sewing.




oadie would be married in September, I sometime in
the sumhar.

When not busy with other work we were making m etty
clothes for ourselves.

Our dresses were alike. The material was steel grey

-

brocaded silk, made tight-fitting basque waist, tight sleeves with
an ecru lace euff, small turmover white collar, the basiyue button-
ed down the front.
side the

right side £ ¢t hanging straigh back was the same only the
pleats were on the left side of the back, An underskirt with twelve
inech box pleating at the bottom,

Jule was here. In Isaac's letters he did not mention
cominges I would mot ask him to come,

In one of Clara's letters she wrote me he was spend-

ing his Sunday evenins with & girl who lived hear them.

Idlewild, the summer resort was open.

and I were going over on the hoat. Kiah came in and

Collins wanted to he one of the partye.

When Sadie told him I 4id not want Will to go with
me Kiah laughed and seid we will ©be back before that fellow Ffrom
your home gets here.

I had been in Cadillac over one year. This was
first time I had been any place for pleasure,

After I went that Sunday it was easier to go again,
Will had two @isters living there. We all went out together.

Sundays Will's sisters invited us for dinner. She
told me he was her only brother. They had come from Higgenswell,

Hew York to Cadillac. His parents were gebtting old. They wanted

him to merry and take care of them.




Before doing so he wanted to earn enough money to
build en addition on the house which was to be his with the twenty-
five acres if he took care of his parents.

His desire was to have & nice spen of Bay horses and
a rhayeton.

He had left a girl at home waiting for him. I was
the only girl he had paid any attention to since leavihg home.

Mrs., Niebls liked me better than the girl at home,
told me she was glad Will had met me.

Mrs. Rudd, his other sister did not like me. She
told me he was engaged to & girl back home whom he was going to
marry.

That did not trouble me. 1 did not care for no one
but Isaacs I told her I, too, had & sweetheart back home whom I
was going o marrye.

I was having & much better time than I had thought 1
could, Why should I stay at home all the time when lsaac was spend=-
ing his time with Mrs. Moore's sister.

When Will thought he was in love with me I wonld not
see him again.,

Mrs. Nicols, his sister came to See me and begged me
to marry him as he loved me.

What about the girl who has waited two years for him?

I asked her. Tell him for me its her he loves not me.

That fall he went back home, married the girl who had

waited so long for him and lived happy ever after.

It was Sunday. ©Sadie and Kish were in the sitting
room., I went to the kitchen to make ice cream.

Kiah was having an addition of fifty feet built forx

8 dining room with sleeping rooms on the second floor.
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The old dining room, kitchen, sitting room and bed=-
rooms had been moved back the fifty feet. The dining room was not
finished but we were using it.

I was in the o0ld room. It was a hot day. I had on a
loose mother hubbtard dress. UMy hair was hanging loose down my backe

The ice was cracked and packed with salt in a small
washtube. I,0n my knees, turning a pail trying to freeze the cream.
Mr., and Mrs. Hogen had gone out for the daye.

someone spoke. I looked up to see a pair of laughing
blue eyes looking &t me.

I counld feel the color come to my fece as
how funny I looked on my knees turning peil in half eci
though my life depended on it.

Loose dress, hair combed straight back hanging down,
the ends lying on the floor, the hair at either side was pinned to
keep it from

I was singing: 'Just one year
line from the song called "In the cottage by the sea.”

I could see he wanted to laugh when he

I told him he was in the sitting room.

There is no hurry in seeing him, he said as he walked
over &and sat opposite me on & pile of lumber.

He then introdunced himself as lMgrt Lovelace, not

waiting for me to answer he ssid, "You are Josie Wheeler, a sister

of my friend Neldo."

Then I remembered what Neldo had said the time we
hed a talk.

He walked over offered his hand. Still kneeling I
shook hands with him. 1 was wishing he would go when he ofiered to

turn the pail for me,
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I handed him the pail and got up and sat in a chair
beside the tub without speaking.

When he had been turning the pail a few minutes he
looked at me and said "Miss Wheeler I know Jy : rom the farm
and used to hired mew"

I looked at him in surprise and asked why he thought

Farmers never telk to their help as they think they

will work better if they are not disturbed.

You need not feel that way about me, ag I expect to
work & long time for you., MNeldo gave you to me or we traded sisters
the only thing he did not do you justic€when deseribing you.

You certainly have the most beautif
ever seen.

I was glad to see Sadie and Kiash. I did not know how
to answer this man.

"Hello, M@wt, what are you doing here?" Kisah said
as they shook hands .

"Just came to congratulate you. I heard today you were
coing to marry one of Neldo Wheeler's sisters. I came to see which
one. You are a lucky fellow to get a sister of Neldo Wheeler and I
see it's not interfering with my plans.”

Kiah chopped and packed more i and salt around the
p8il. The boys filled four dishes with'the ] cream. We all sat
on the lumber pile and ate it, Kiah telling ; a favorite MBrt
was with the girls.

When we had finished the boys went in the office.

Well, Sister what do you think of Mfrt Lovelace?" 1
asked Sadie.

"l think he is the best mennered man I have ever met,




not goodlooking b e he talks with them."
Neldo traded sisters with. Evidently
e has not forgottem it. That is what he was telling me when you and

in,

M

Why, Joe, you must have made an impression,’

Sadie
laughingly said.

"I think I did. Look at this loose dress, my hair
flying around me."

"Sister you do not reaslize how nice you look. 1 ad-
mire Mgrt's ta

The Mother Hubbard hed just made it's appeerance in
that small town.,

Attractive in this loose dress, when we were expected
to wear tight-fitting dresses. When 1 had finished dressing,wearing
8 tight-fitting dress which made & good display of hips and busts,
Mrs, Hogen came in. We went to the kitchen to help with the suppeX.
This was hexr girl's day off. They had every other Sunday afternoon
and evening.

Supper must be on the teble at six o'elock. Platters
of sliced cold meats, warmed over potatoes, cookies, cake, pickles,
sance, bread and butter. ZEach men helping himself,

Sadie waited table. Mrs., Hogen and I dishing up the
food and pouring tea.

Kiah would come through the dining room always bring
out & pile of dirty dishes to the kitchen.

As soon as the dishes were carried out I would begin
weshing them. When the bofrders hed finished eating I had all the
dishes washed.

Mr. and Mrs. Hogen, Kiah, Sadie and I always ate to=-

1

gether. Thet night Kiah invited M@rt to have supper with us.
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Mr, and Mrs. Hogen were pleased to see liflrt, he being
a favorite, celling her Mother. There was much laughing and talking
at the teble. We were &ll happy.

After supper the boys came to the kitchen. M@xt helped
me with the dishes. Kish swept the floor while Sadie arrenged the
dining room tables.

After everything was done we four went for a walk. It
was too late to go to church.

Mgrt leaving for camp about ten o%elock. He was to
meet three of his men who had come down with him on his veloeepeds,

1

When leaving he did not ask me if h® counld come and

see me thanked me for the pleasant evening and said I would see him

in a day or two before 1 could answer him he said goodnight and was

When I went through the sitting room Eiah laughed at
gaid you will not get rid of lgrt as easy as you did Collins,
He will come and see you if he knew you was tofe maerried next week.
He would make you believe he did not believe it. I can not under-
stend it but he never does & thing & girl takes offenee at.
Kish met Tom Graham in the hardware store. e con-
gratulated him and said he heard he was going to be married. He told

him not to let Lovelace see his girl or he would take her from him,.

Kiah told him she had & sister.

He said Nellie likes Mgrt pretty well but I am not
jealous there is not & men in Cadillac I like better then Logelace.

Tom Graham was sixteen years older than his wife
Nellie. He had been a neighbor to father Lovelace near Finlay City.

Tom had gone to Cadillac years before to go in the
lumber business. He was successful but his business was the ruina-

tion of him. He became 8 heavy drinker.
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At thirty one yesrs of age he married a girl of
fifteen years. Her father kept hatern eand salcan. After he wa
merried he drsnk more than he ever had.

He met MN@rt on the street, knew him and took him
out to his country home which was a drive of two miles from Cadillac,
He also owned & beautiful home on the hill in Cadillac.

They had just moved to the farm for the summer. He
xept M@rt 211 summer to look after the men who worked for him.

In the fall when he opened camps he made l@rt one of
his formmen, all the time treating him as one of the family.

That winter Nellie's baby was born. Tom drank more

than ever leavin

her night after night with no one but the hired

girl for company while he spent his time in the saloons.

The next summer he took Mprt to the farm to look after
his men.

Nellie would put her beby in bed take & -book and read
until Tom came home or it was so late she knew he could not come
home that night.

M@rt and she btegan reading aloud to each other to
pass the time.

Tom had btecome very abusive to Nellie when he was
drinking, often striking her if she was alone when he csme home.

He liked lemon pie expecting Nellie to always have
one baked when he wanted it.

Tom had not been home for a week. Ilellie had no
lemons. When they hsked the pies she mede & filling and flavored
it strong with lemon extract. When it was baked it looked like
lemon pie.

He came home. They were at the table. He picked up
the pie, looked at it. Taking the plate by the edge he threw it &at

her saying, "you can't fool me."
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The platerhit her on the cheek cutting it badly.

ng as she lives.

Ngrt took Tom to his room, put him to bed and locked
the door., Then he and the hired girl took care of Nellie.

When he had slept and become himself he wes very sorry
and ashamed for what he had done.

promise him to take care of Nellie when
he was drinking.

He left them alone more then ever. Mgrt a boy of
eighteen, Nellie only sixteen. Who could blame her if she loved
and did not care for her husband.

M@rt has told me if he had bteen older Nellie may
have been so safe with hinp.

He liked Tom Graham who had taken him in his home as
one of the family and giv him a chance to make good. 1t would of
taken years of work &t his age to have been given charge of & campe.

No thought of wrong-doing emtered his mind. Nellie to
him was just an abused and neglected wife but & good women.

The years passed. Tom had whiskey consumption, the
doctors said he could not live a year, When he died would Nellie
and M@rt marry. Kiah told Sadie and I that Tom expected NMgrt to
marry Nellie after he was gone,

When their friends would mention it Mprt would always
say he had never thought of such a things. Tom to him was & big
brother who he loved.

Tuesday night, it
come the nine miles in the rain. 1

was interested.

Sadie and I were in the sitting room. We heard Kish

coming, he wes laughi hen he opened the door. M@rt was with him,

the water dripping from his raincoat.
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Kiah said, just see what I caught in the shower.
When M@rt took off his raincoat and hat you would never have
thought he had rode & velocipede nine miles through the rsain.,

We four spent a pleasant evening. M@rt told us
one mén who had been out drinking every night for a month &and
Mprt got him sober as he would get delirum and tremors.

His plan was to have each of the seventy men he had
charge of to tell this man he looked sick. When he left for home
he had great hopes of sobering this man.

When he camedown on Sundey ne told us his plen had

worked. Before noon they hed the men in bed where he had

the balance of the week. M@rt sat with him every evening telling
him how badly he was looking.

Sunday morning he told the boys he had gquit drink-
ing, advised them mever to take another glass. He was going to
save his money. No one would ever sSee him drunk again.

It was the twenty-seventh of August. Tomorrow was

big day. The circus was coming to town., Sadie and 1 had worked
in the kitchen all day baking pies, cekes, cookies and fried cakes.

A big jar of beans sat on the table ready for the

Nuna and Phoebe were washing the dishes. Sadie had
gone in the dining room to arrange the tables.

Kiah had brought in & bushel bhasket of potatoes.He
and I were going to pare them for the next day. He had teken them
in the store room, put them on a box. 1 was taking chairs in to
sit on.

Dick Barrad walked in the kitchen asked Kiah if he
could help pare the potatoes.

Certain’iyou can. I haven't had time t0 go to the post

office today. Kiah said as he handed Dick the knife.
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down with the basket between us., I had met
Dick when I fir wme to Cadillac.
1 had often thought how nice he would he if he did
get drunk.
He hadn't been drinking for three months, The boys
used to tell him he must be in love. He told them he was. They
asked him who the unfortunate girl could be and if she loved him,

He would lsugh and say he haid not asked her yet.

g
wanted her to know he could stop drinking, then he would tell her
he loved her and ask her +to0 marry him.

Dick was liked by everyone in the house., Here.is. luck
to you and the 1lady they would say.

Wwe talked about everything but love as we pared the
potatoes. “e telling me all about his home in Kentucky, his wonder-
ful mother and sister. They wanted him to go home.

I asked him why he didn't go. Read this lLetter, you
will know, He said as he handed me a letter written by his mother.

That is why you sre on your good behavior getting
ready to go home. Dickwe are sll glad you have quit drinking.

Kiah came in just as 1 took the letter out of the
envelope.

He handed me a letter from H@rt which I put in my

apron pocket, but not before Dick had seen the Jannin; post mark

on it.
When Kiah had gone I unfolded the letter which Dick
had given me.
is £ you as well as for me ."
agked in surprise, as 1 began to read,

his mother's letter.




Dear lkiiss Wheeler:
Come home and bring that brother of mine with you.
If you are half as nice as he thinks you are we will all gladly
welcome you.
I have finished school. All we will have to do
to enjoy ourselves. Mother is happy &nd writing Dick. Say yes
come 2t ocnce. From Dick's sister Isobel.
Dear Dick:
Iemn not expresse in writing the heappiness your
gave me, the possibility of having you home with us again.
You say this girl is good, that is all 1 ask. There is
plenty hercfor us all.
I will pray for your successe. 1, too, Dieck wish you
had lived a better life. That is past; and will live for the future.
I will send you & check for one thousand dollars as

soon as I hear from you. I want to hear voices of your children in

the old house before I die.

Give this letter to Miss Wheeler. She will know how

will welcome her.

With love and best wishes, from your Mother.

When I had finished resding the letter Dick reached
over the potato bagsket taking both my hands in his. He t0ld me how
he loved me and wanted me to be his wife.

I have loved you for a long time. I know you had a
sweetheart who came here to see you. When you were:.home in March
Kiah told me he thought you would be married then.

You came back, went out with other boys. 1 thought
there may be & chance for me.

Do you remember the day 1 watched you dress Bob's

foot. "I haven't drenk a drop of whiskey since then.

When I saw sympathy in your eyes for & men who had been
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hurt while drunk I vowed then I would quit drinking before it was
too late.

[

held my han
been holding
When I tried to withdraw them he looked &t me and

not going to marrxy Hillock take time and

I will teach you to love me. Such love as mine cregtes love.

"I am going to marry Mr. Hillock. I love him just as
much as you. do

with Lovelace? That
Kiah brought was from him."

"Mgrt knows I am going to marry Isaac Hillock. I
have told him. He says when I marry it will bte time for him to stop
coming to see me.,"

sorry you gave me those letters to read.
I never thought of your caring for eny girl. Your only pleessure
gseemed to be in drinking. Forget what you have told me. Go home
snd see your Mpother and Sister. Thank them for me for their kind-
ness to & strange girl. Dick, 1 c&n never marry you."

"If you love Hillock don't let Lovelace come to see
you. If he wants you he will marry you. There isn't & girl he csn
not go withe Even Tom Graham's wife loves him."

Sadie and Kjah came in to help with the notatoes. Digk

and-knife to Sadie, he was going to his room.

The work was finished. I v my room to read the

letter I received from Ngrt.
I knew he would ask me to marry him. I wondered why
lgaac, who had told me dozens of times how he loved me, stayed away

when he had promised to come to Cadillac. He never mentioned coming

in his letters.
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1 then thought of the dark night and brother Heldo
life would be bright only & short time if 1 married Iasac.
How he had told me he would like to see me marry Ngrt
who was well liked by &l1ll who knew

I opened and read

Dear Miss Wheeler:

Thou test of girls I want you to have and to hold
unt il death do us part.

Enough of this, I can hear you say "How foolish,'

I was working 211 day yesterdsy helping huild
cabin for one of the men whose wife is going
boys this winter.

Just before dark & log rolled on my foot. 1 could not
wear my boot last night. Will be down &s soon &8 L1 can.

I am going to ask you & question when I come., You can
guess what it is. You may just as well make up your mind to say yes.
I will keep asking you until you do,.

Yours until death, Mgrt.

I had just finished reading the letter when Sadie came
in. Another letter from M@rt, she asked."Jo, you will have to marry
that man to get rid of him.

"1 wonder what Issac wi 3ay when he realizes there
are other men in the world besides

"What he needs is a good jolt to wake him up tc the
fact that you look just as good to other men as you do toc him."

vister and 1 told eesch other our little secrets, I
gave. her the letter 1 had received from l@rt to reed and told her of

the nice letters Dick's mother and sister had written.

Sister Joy if it would not be unfair to Dick and he
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didn't drink and you would have to stay married it would serve
Isaac right to marry Dick. Take him home, show the Hillocks there
are men who do not want money with the girl they msrry."

"Sadie, I never could marry Dick. I do not care forx
hime. If Isaac wounld come up herewe could have & nice time. He does-
n't want me to go out with anyone. 1 get lonesome staying in the
house when all the boys and girls are o 2ving 8 good time."

"Jo, if I were you I would not stay in. He promised to

~

here this summer. Next month is fall., If he doesn't come by

time I would go with any one I wanted to.

"lgrt is good compeny. I would not be surprised if
you learned to like him. K RIS is a fine fellow."We said
goodnight. Tomorrow would te & busy day. The farmers for miles
would be in town to see the circus.

Mr. and Mrs. Farmer with the baby would sit on the

high spring sest.

The wagon box would have straw in the bottom, a

quilt or horseblanket would be spresd over the straw to keep it
from pricking the legs and feet of the children who sit on it. Some
of whom wéauld not have shoes and stoeckings to cover.

A big basket of food would have a prominent place in
the wagon hox for they would not have twenty-five cents to pay for
each dinner.

Often there wes no money to buy tickets. They wonld
eall watech the parade. The children wexe satisfied if theyccould see
the elephants and would go home happy.

The more fortunate would come in two seated or single
buggies. Go to the hotel for dinner.

The boys dressed in their Sunday best bringing their
best girls with them. Some would wear calico, Swiss or bunting made

tight-waist and full skirt. “ide brimmed straw or leghorn hats with
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long ribbons flying in the

Cicrus day: we , letter day to»the farmer in
those days.

The tables were ready i ne new dining roome. Dinnez
would be served &t eleven thirty. We opposite the park which
was crowded with esger children to see the parade as il passed. We
were all upstairs looking out of the windows. We were up at four
in the morning. The work was done to give us time to watch the parade.

Ag far down the streets as we could see the sidewalk
was lined with men who wore red mscinaw shirts, high top corked heel
boots, faces that hed not felt a razor since the fourth of July.

Fvery lumberjack and riverdrivexr that could leave their
work was down to see the circus. This is & story the riverdrivers
used to tell.

"A lumbermen from Grand Rapids had teken his wife and

daughter on & trip to the camps. While they were watching the river-

(3

drivers at work the daughter asked her father if they ate hay. One
men hearing her, answered, 'Yes, and some of us have long ears
end can bray.'"
Dinner was over. Dick came in and helped with the
dishes. He said he had given Mitchel & months notice to get another
bookkeeper. He was going home,. If in that time you sShould change
your mind I will be the happiest men in Cadillac.
"If you do not I am going to prove to myself that in
knowing and loving you it has made a man of m .
Supper was served for Precient at five o'clock; the
regudar boarders would eat at six fifteen. Sadie and I helped until
the last tatbles were filled. I helping with the dishes, she in the
dining room.

M@rt was down. Sadie and I were dressed for the cir-

cus. we were wearing white embroidery dot Swiss skirts made full
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with deep hem, velvet waists n ig fitting, coming three
inches below the waist-line, poi: i front and back. Sadie's wes
dregs of wine. I wore black. The only trimming wes buttons and
white collar,
We four walked out to the circus grounds. On our way
home lifrt &sked me to merry him. I refused him, but consented to let

him come and sSee me.

when we returned homs Bob Abbott vas in the office for

a ride he slipped and fell, the
wagon wheel running ove is toes crushing them. He was drunk at the
time. He was brought to the hotel.

Kiah sent for Voctor Wardell the city physician who
weshed 8nd bendaged his foot and was supposed to take care of it,
fhe county paying the charges.

Bob was nothing but & drunk, the doctor thougsht it
not necessary to give him much care. Even though he was a drunkard
he could suffer.

I was passing his room. He called to me. I could see

the look of pain in his face. I went to see what 1 could do for him.

He asked me to undo the bendage. His foot was paining

him so badly. When he would try to sit up he would get so faint he
could not do it himself.

When 1 undid it and took the bandage 'y 4 found flies s
had got in and his toes were covered with

I went dowmnstairs. Kiah came
pail of warm water. He held the foot over a large bowl. I made &
light suds with castile soap. Dipping a spaonge in it I would squeeze
the water over his foot, until it was thoroughly clesned. We then

covered it with salve and put clean bandages on it.
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inished Dot was asleep.

Kish went to the doctor's office to find he had heen
trip for four days, he would not return until the next

Kiah left word for him to come to the hotel &s soon as he came

About two o'cloeck the next day he gcame in to
foot that morning.
Proud-flesh had set in one of the toes. 1t was neec-
pocket knife he cut the toe off,
asked who
well as he could. That was
foot, leaving it all to me.

Bob was not able to walk on his foot without a eruteh
until December. Doctor Wardell collected the bill from the county
never ‘thanking me for the work I had done.

for drinking was,
been married his girl was burieéd. He drank to

telling me he bowed his head and wept, saying he knew she was

o

angel.

"

Lo you think she would bhe
knew of your wasted life here? Try s she would have
wanted you to."

"I never have thought of that," he said "I wanted %o

A Ghristmag present to Bop from the boys in the house
was an outfit of clothing, momey enough to take him to his home in
Canada.

The £« wing year Kiah and I received a letter saying
he had married a sister of the girl who died,was happier than he had

ever expected to be.

vadie and I were busy sewing. She would be married in




two weeks. 1, when Isaac came.

We were making &ll kinds of beantif
nightgowns, trimming them with tucks and ruffles,

We each had one full s consisting of chemis, drawers, undershirt
and nightdress which were trimmed with tucks, shirring and hend cro-
cheted lace and insertion. Saturday 1 received a letter from M@rt,

the first I had heard from him since circus night.

Camp, Aug. 1884,

Thou paragon of perfection if it were
& thing 1 would say my love for you is

ever before. Iy thoughts and dreams have been a for you.

You were so honest with me in saying you could never
marry mee. tou loved another better.

1 will be just as honest with you. I &m going to take
you from that man if I can, You gave me permission to come and see
you as often as I wanted to.

You can expect me Tuesdays, Thursday, saturday and

Sunday evenings. I will ask you each time to marry me., Something
tells me you will get tired of saying no. 1 will be there nearly as
letter. Yours until death, Lgrt.
li@rt came thet evening. When leaving he was standing
wrm around my waist. Before I re&lized what he intended

doing he stooped down and kissed me, ssaying

2 good night, he went home.
sunday about ten o'eloeck he came for me. He had ac-
cepted an invitation for dinner with &y and iMrs, Graham

-

lMgrt looked very nice. He was wearing & cutaway coat,

white stiff bosom shirt with gold studs down the front. Pearl cuff

buttons, bhilack trousers, specked with green, high: collar and how tise.
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narrow rim low crow black felt hat, made to order boots which fit

perfectly.

I found Mr. Grahan looking badly. He dressed for

dinner but went to bed as soon &s he could after leaving the table.

Before leaving that night he made Ig@rt promise to
Spend all the time he counld with him. He told us he knew he wonld
S00N pasSsS away.

Miss Wheeler, if I had only taken ligrt's adviee, I
could h&ve heen a well men. But it! ate now., Whiskey has
killed me.

oadie would be married in a few days.
ing her dress. lle saw a shadow,looked up to see lr.
in the doorway. When he spoke his voice was unnatural. We knew he
was drinking. He was what was called & periodical drunkard. It was
nearly & year since he had finished his last spree. Sadie had never
seen him un He was dressed in the height of fashion. It made
no difference how much he drank, he never neglected his personal
appearance.,

His mustache and hair would be dyed black, while
drinking he would wear two gold watches, the chains wera fastened
10 cross the front of his vest. e carried a cane, wore & plug hat,
never staggered. He was a pitiful sight, & man of about 81Xty years,
six foot tall and fine looking.

He would drink until he had the delerium tremers. He

would see snakes falling from the ceiling on him. Men would hsve to

hold him in bed a imes he would become so violent,

They wonld feed him whiskey gradually until he was
sober then he would swear he would never touch asnother glass

Mrs., Hogen came in the room where Sadie and I Wera.

ohe said Hogen is drunk again. I do wish Kiah did:.not have to see

him,"




-4

Kish was &n only child whom his mother dearly loved.

Then she told us the 1ife she had lived by being e
drunkard's wife. With tears streaming down her cheeks she told us
of her daughter Annie who had died three days after graduating from
high school. Kiah was all she lived for. He would feel the dis grace
of his father being drunk on his wedding

sunday N@rt ceme down. He and Kiah hired = livery
team taking Sadie and I for & long ride in the country, came home
ate supper and went to church., Came home ate lunch, Kiah and Ngrt
prepearing it.

That night before leaving ligrt drew me to him and
kissed me, asking me when I would say yes and masrry him.

Tuesday was a busy day. Mr. Hogen drinking harder
than ever., Mrs. Hogen discouraged and sad, Kiah working hard wear-

his wonderful smile. If he was disturbed or unmhappy no one knew

The furniture had been delivered fo WO rooms over

new dining room. We were busy arranging them.

Mrs. Hogen had gone down steirs to see the Supper was
properly served, Sadie, Kiah and I were working in the last room
when MDrt came in. He had left camp early to Join the family cirecle,

vgdie and I went down the back stai to our rooms
to dress for supper. She wore & dark red cashmere dress trimmed with
blsck velvet ribbon, the waist was tight fitting basg with narrow
pleating cascaded down the front, the ski was f 1th two fine
pleated flounces at the bottom.

I wore black henretta made new market, that is & tight=-

fitting waist extending about six inches below the waist line, knife

pleating joined on the waist starting from the first front dart reach=-

ing nearly to the bottom of the underskirt which hed s ratic front

end knife pleating at the bottom. Black satin euffs and collar finished
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