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CHr1sT’S COLLEGE LODGE,
CAMBRIDGE,
12th June, 1919.

DEAR SIR,

I had hoped to say a personal word of good-bye to
the American Soldier-Students on the 11th, when the American
Ambassador intended to be here. He was, however, detained in
Paris, and the opportunity did not occur. May I, however, write
you a word of thanks and of farewell? I am thankful to the
American students for coming and living a few months amongst
us. I want every American Soldier-Student to feel he has a second
home in England: that he has a share in an ancient College in one
of the oldest of the British Universities: and I want him to keep
in touch with it.

If the United States and Great Britain can keep together in

peace as they have done in war, nothing else matters.

Oh ye who in eternal youth
Speak with a living and creative blood
This universal English, and do stand
Its breathing book; live worthy of that grand
Heroic utterance—parted, yet a whole,
Far, yet unsever’d,—Children brave and free
Of the great Mother-tongue, and ye shall be
Lords of an Empire wide as Shakespeare’s soul,
Sublime as Milton’s immemorial theme,
And rich as Chaucer’s speech, and fair as Spenser’s dream.

Yours very cordially,

Vice-Chancellor.










iy dear;

1 *hink *here must be 8 s*orm s+ sesg. 4ll1 day long a
great wind, 2 c0ld, hersh wind, has teen blowing *+hrough Cambridee
and +he sun shines only fi+fully and weakly. The trees and houges
are overcdast with dull grey shedows cgst down from greyer clouds,
*hat+ overcas* t*the sky. Occasionelly *here is a spatter of rain
end *he people on *+he stree*s aEI cre wearing *he hideous yellow
clo+h and blasck rubber raincoa‘s affected by the Sritish, all +he
lit++le boys and girls in half lengtn s*ockings have sprouted
goose pimples on their bare lerg+hs of legs. The women, most* of
them , go btlue about *he mouth siter they have walked a few blosks
and the men just avoid ¢he same coloring by bundling up *heir
+hroa+s, & comfort +ha+* *he women, in fashionzble decollete
waist+s, refrein from the* *heir charm msy no* te 1wpd1“ed hly
land1ady says i+ is & "nawsty day". And 1 *ake no excep*ion, I+ is
8 nas*y day: a very unplesssnt day, far +oo nas*y amd unpleasan* +o
walk about in. I pu* in four hours a* +he library be*ween 11 in
the morning and four in +he af*ernoon and +hen my eyes +iring 1
s*ar+ed home, s+opping in &+ & +obacco shop on *he way *0 buy e
cigatrette tox for Jean, a house box, wooden, with *he arms of Tri-
nity College carved on +he.cover, They are very much in vogue
here &% Cambridge and I *hink Jeah will like i+, 1 looked a* a
pipe for your fa*her and almos* tough* bu* held off hoping *+hst
youx would send & belated answer *o my reques* for information as
+0 your fa*ther's preferences. in ease you have forgo* *en com-
pletely 1 +hink 1 shall buy i* anywe; and take & cnance on his
not being fond of cigsrettes snd cigars only. I hope yeu have had
+he lo*+ of *+hings for Helen, your mo*ther and & couple of o*her
people +hat I gen* in May, You should heve received t+hem, 1
+hink, sbtout Mgy 15 or 20 bu* your le*ter of May 26, your last
said nothing of *hem., Damn *he 88+h Divisionl for cgusing you
0 stop writing me %x®m so *ha* | am going for *wo weeks before
1 leave withou+ a letter. This is the 13+h, ani there are only
five da; s more un*il +he detschment sakigzfaxrx ster*s for Liverpool
Bres+ and *the States. We are 8+ill telieving in *he report +hat
takes us %o a waiting bost a* Liverpool, +o Srest for a load of
goldiers and *+hen *o0 New York without deley. 1 surely hope *here'll
te no delay. Une of *he men, Lieu*enant* Mailer, U of Wwisconsin,

wants me +0 go home vis Marseille, corssing France from Bres+
and +ouching, on *he voyage a*+ Gibralter, but 1 am refusing be-
cause such a schedule would hold me back for more *hsn = week, 1
am s+ill counting on being in Minnespolis not later than July 10.

A crowd of colshevist lieutenants, of which 1 em one,
+alking *resason end sedition the other nigh* after *he fashion of
American officers idling their time away, proposed reguesting as-
gignment +o the A E ¥x in Russia. kLveryone approved of *he sug-
gestion and s&fter *wo hours discusgsion in which *he xzx feasitili+ty
of *+ransferring wi*h commissions 4o the Polish srmy, the Checko-
Slavok army, *+he army of *he Rugsian an*i-Bolshevists, *he
Foreign Legion,¥rench, liloroceco and *he Britigh indisn *roops, was




' e # P& : - d *heir in*ten+ion
8?n§%gﬁggg1n§n£%§ngfe%g?rEQ£ jﬂgogrngefyggéaney will sc*uslly
send in +he petitions. They are as enxious to be home &8s any
others of us only *+hey are less able *o control *+heir +temperments,
g I bought+ half a dozen rolls of films *oday for *he
Brownie; jus+ about enough 40 40 me un*il 1 reach home. Tomorrow
if the day is fair, 1 shall gB over *o *he colleges and snap

8ix or &welve views of the buildings and use *he balance when +
an 8+ Liverpool, Lbrest anl on +he way &cross the atlantie, I
shall have +hen, what wi*h *hose that+ | have sen* yow, & fairly
complete series of my s*ay in sngland. wish 1 migh* have +aken

&8s many in Frence.

The Cambridge Review, a very congervative, extremely
literary paper published by Fellows of *he universi‘y with +he
support of *+he faculty came ou* +oday with & small poem of mine
stuck down in one corner, fourteen lines jus*, and free verse, I
&m very plessed, 1 wro*e i+ jus*t *he o*her day af*+er L had made
*he one 1 gsent you first amd sent i+ in wi*th @& pair of sonne+s
tha+ a Lieutenan* Wend+ asked me +0 submi+ for him. The Heview
knows me becsuse of an srticle on bsseball +ha+ 1 wrote a few
weeks ago, & very flat+t artiecle,+ha*t 1 haven'* men*ioned tefore
to you btecause i* didn'+ deserve any men*tion &+ 211, and Wend+
thought his stuff would have a better chance being presented by
&8 person with whom +he edi*or was &c uain*ed. I gave mine with
his more as sn experimen* tha* anjthing else. Maybe | can
write passable verse. wouldn'+ i* ¥e odd if 1 sold verse before 1
sold progse, If L find I meally am aktle +o do *he stuff I shall,
maybe, after we are going well, make & book of poems. I+ would
be fun. .e could do *hem +ogether and in addi+ion *o having our
¥EXrX names joined on +he covers of novels we could have *hem
80 on & volume of verses., Xou migh+ do some like *hose in
Christopher Morley's Poems *#o = Li++le House, and 1'd write gbou*
love &nd a bteau*iful lady snd vagabonding. As L heve 40ld you
before 1L hesve teen writing weekly -for *he Gran*a, +tne university
comiec paper: been writing s+uff half way te*ween John Ritchie's
weekly Varmint copy in +he Journal &nd Ring Lardner's dasily toob
effusion in *he Tritune, (“Yhicago.)t To guote:

"And he had cause +o fli+, He"( Billikin elias good lueck)™had
teken enough from +he Bams *wkxExaxmx +0 warran* fli+*ing twice
over. Virtually deser*ed by *hem he was sadly shaken upon his
throne by & btarrage of llanches*er bsts *wo weeks &go; and *+hree
days later, still unaided, he was booted to +he very edge of his
exalted dais bty *he +winkling *oes of Oxford base runners e+c.”

L eznm dringing the Grentsg and *he Reviews home with me. If you
are interested then you ean read everything.

Home in *wentysewen dsys or less, No other idea
quite so pleasant hi*s me +hese days. 1 will be so glad “o0 be home:
I will be so much zladder +han most soldiers *+he+ People will
be jealous of you., Wonder of XKe*hleen will like +he presen* 1 have
for her, 1+ is very inexpensive, Bu* is is very unususl, carved,
polished agates on & silver chein, I've had a clasp pu* on i* so
i+ is 8ll ready.




I have been feeling éncourasgingly op+*imistic +hese last
few days. Withou* t+he fain*es* doubt* of our success 1 lie swake
g+ night and plan how, s soon 88 1 em home, we will s*art writing:
I will go on *he Tribune, of course, btut I will wri*te fietion +oo:
and *ry *o wxx persucde llichener *o allow me *0 wri*e book reviews
for ¢he Lellman. «lways 1 have jou and 1 spending a&ll our evenirgs
writing,writing, writing, Uf course we won'*, I will go ou* when-
ever you wish, bu* 1 plen it so. svenings of work sfter a dsy of
news hunting and & ¢euwple of hours of *tennisg, or swimming or a
hike. and then *o0 bted with jour hend in mine. we will have & happy
¢ime, L +hink., Some evenings we will do no work &% all:; instead 1
shall make very swee* love *0 Yo u: pu*t you in your pink silk
pret+ies: *ake your hair down end kiss you gypsywise: love *he
delica*e +*ips of your Ffingers: hold your hands: +*ske you in my
arms: reed poe*ry *o you: or +he arsbien Nigh'‘s- have you pu* yomr
sof+ palms apains+ my cheeks: or bury me in your hair: +ell you
how very much 1 love you: I wish 1L migh+* do i+ 811 *onigh*, And end
by lying in your arms a&sleep. Do you s*ill love meY

o




Iy desr:

two letters that lnwrote +o you Monday and Wednesday nigh*ts
are s8*ill in the house unmailed. 1 sm = much bet+er corresporden*
that postman, bu* in the lat‘er capacity I ptromise immedia*e improve-
ment and shall ge# off the *wo o0ld ones:and +his one now in process
of completion early *omorrow morning. I've teen feeling pre+ty
tough- over not ge**ing away and my charac*eris*ic carelessness has
ripened,in consequence, *o well nigh indifference. The disappointment
tha* 1 felt over +he dels; was preatly augmented +0o0 by jour news
that the 83*h reached home in May: almos+ I wished I had s+ayed
with +he outfit,

: Your proposal +0 go up into +he nor+h woods for #he summer
doesn'* s+rike me very well and by now you *co0,L presume have decided
it, in the light of my recen* inroads on *+he bank &ccoun*, imprac+i-
cal. 1 hope my counter proposition to +ske s bungalow end s*tart work
in *own hes pleased you +hough, as Ix +old you recently in & le*ter,
I shan'+ mirnd if you would rather board for & while. No+ +ha*t I
cere &t 8ll asbout boarding but +hat .l want you *+0 be contehéed., We can
have our dey or +wo *ogether, or meybe & couple of weeks, a+ some
lake diree*ly 4 come, and af+er +het W'll go +o +he Tribune. If we
can manage *he expense we will surely have +hose couple of weeks.
wish the Lord & few of our li*ersry children would find homes. Threm
BT Y BNl eRZWEXEYeX ZESRO NS b ex ZRTX NV X8 RAXAX B RETERZ BT XBXBXE RZE Nt
iuiaszﬁariiinzxnﬂzﬁaﬁeximzEexzmmxamdxaxﬁxz*aﬁaxﬁmzﬂamznmmzzkznxzxn&
FeRZRZRIEZEBREX RR KRN EXIXZNZ NaK 2 BDX AN R ZEBXDHEX 2 RPX DNzt hezt g ReXurd e Xz
frE2XBEY

A professor Bevens, of whom I +hink L wro*e jyou some *ime
earlier, has bteen very decen* *+0 me since Lojday: has had me up *o +es
a couple of *imes and@ in*c +he Fellows' green &+ Trinity +o play
bowls, Hdis invitations hsve helped me out quite & ti+., I've no#
wanted to work and but for +hem 1 should heve wendered around snd
around doing nothing bu* work up a fine fi+ of blues. I shall be
rid of the blues once I e&m home, I hope. 1 had +hem very seldom when
we were tQgether at leg liocines, Bu+ when I am alone, &s now, 1 heve
them almost all *he *time, mor83idly in*trpspective fits that+ s*esl BWRY
my spirits and make me bit*erly deéspondent. The* is my greatest
weakness, 1 btelieve, a *endency *owsrd déspondency +ha* my will
power is no+ g*rong enough +o dispell, 41 curb i* bes* when l am
with you, You've married an odd s+ick, lady.

“ince orders concerning our return came 4 have mgiled you
through *he . Z F & number of books, & blanke* ard & psir of high
boot+s, ar*ticles *ha* 1 had no immedis*e use for snd *he+ 1 hzd +o0
get rid of or buy ano*ther +runk, The tooks you might as well unpack
when they srrive; one, The *‘hree Elack Pennys, you should look
through for & number of mnot*es +hat 1 made concerning it. Bu* +he
other packeges would be bes* un*ouched un*il we are se**led.

bo you remember writing g very disconnected le*ter late in




Mgy when you were,you s8id, emcited sbout my arrivsl whéash you *hen
though+ imminen*. This is & letter of *he same species. 1l am wri+ing,
writing, writing on *his subjec* or *ha*, on any idea *+hs* pops in*o
my head, with mp seqguence or order and m i+h such men*al hysteria
+hat no idea is even half developed before L rs++*le on *+0 &ano'her.
This, because 1 am as keenly on edge &8s you were and know less where
Il am a% +hen & bee in & bonne+. 1 can hold no *hough* long in my head
gxcap* *he *hought of Jou. If 1I'wrote what* L really have in my head
+his let+er would be & whirlwind of avowals and pro*es‘&*ions. prophecies
and memories, promigses and prayers cast a+ you with such speed *+hgt
long before you had resd half +hrough +hem you would te confounded.

A *houssnd pictures of you are in mjy mind, of jou Xmmzmextix a month

from now ¢mtl ng in*o my arms as 1 come ou* of +he *+rain: and *wo
months from now across from me at* the breakfast table in pink
gingnem +o match your sleep-flushed cheeks: in a fluffy party dress
of blue, or dressing your hair, or sewing on bu**ons, or let*ing me
nurge your 3lim white foot+, where *the lsces *he+ you will draw +oo
tigh+ly, had lef+ sore imprin*s, or anxiously pursing your red lips
es ;ja ersse +he mesl-effect of g badly direc*ed blow. a

+
writer, or nodding your hegd £+ me, so +he* your fine hes
loosely =mexkkxkxitxizekx like & aureole of ebon foam heck

You have waited m: 1euL, for neerly & jeer now,
4

1 ough*n'+ +0 show how weary huxe become wi*th waiting but L don'T
want even 4o +ry ho* *o0o, 1 am so very tired of teing &way, SO0 Ver;
1vcr +0 see you msgain and *o love you, *o have my arms close close
aho you gnd to love you, *o live wi*h jou agein in *he sstisfying
voJmonplace of everyday *hat 1is never commonplace because jyou afC in
it ., with all my heart 1 love you and with &1l my heart Ll want jou,
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