MINNESOTA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Maud Hart and Delos Wheeler
Lovelace Family Papers.

Copyright Notice:

This material may be protected by copyright law (U.S.
Code, Title 17). Researchers are liable for any
infringement. For more information, visit
www.mnhs.org/copyright.

Version 3
August 20, 2018


http://www.mnhs.org/copyright
http://www.mnhs.org/library/findaids/01302.xml













Home,
Thursday,

Darlings,-

Mary has just left for her half holiday and I want
to get a letter malled to you for Easter, I just finished writing;
a good morning's work; although the book seems merely to get
fatter instead of reaching anything like the end.

It 12 a beautiful day, and I am going to take
Merlian out for a walk along our riverbank.

Mre, Bartnett Just went to the hospital for an
operatlion for hemmoroids, or however you spell them, Went last night
and Mr. B phoned me an hour or so ago to say that ghe wase through
the operation but not yet out from under the anaesthetic. Poor
things, they do have go much silckne=se,

Nice letters from daddle yesterday. Thanks , dear,
for answering the questions, We are writing the Commicscsioner of
Banke at once, about the American State Bank, It will be nlce
t0 get the unexpected check, You certainly did spend Sunday a
long way from home, and I'm glad to think that now you are
heading home for Easter,

A box came from Helen thls morning too. Merian has
been shaking and examining 1t, and I dont know how we can keep it
until Easter morning but will try to,

Sternes want us to drive up to Massachusetts for
Easter on a farm where they will be suggring off, but I dont think
we'll go, Delos has his half holiday Saturday and we wkll have wae
some good drives and perhaps a picnic over ta: holiday,

Last faturday night we had Sternes for the
gpaghettl dinner which was delicioue, and then a good game.
Sunday was a lovely epringlike day and we drove to Tarrytown, the
three of us, We got out of the car for a waile in a beautiful
place, so that Merian would get some sunshine SWE wanted to
tinkle and I took her into the woods, She sat down on some prickly
weeds and caid to me, "Mother, this feels just like a porcupine."

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, I shopped and wrote
and Delos newspapered and wrote, I finally found some spring
clothes, A Jacket drese in two shades of blue, most becoming, and
xrxzXd a8 silk cseml formal dress in a lovely smoke blue. Both cheap
and bery pretty. And as the colors are so much tue came the eame
hat and ehoes willl do for both, I have yet to buy hat, ehoee, gloves
and bag - all Which I need - having bought nothing last year, I
bought Merian an adorable tweed coat and hat, but the size is too
large eso I am returning 1t, I think I shall get the same col-r and
pattern, however, as it waes darling on her. The Princess pattern
copled from one of the little Enggisth princesces. The color a
tan whlch happens to be extremely becoming.,




Last night we went to see "She Loves Me Not." One
of the season's great comedy hits. I'm getting tired of these
very light plays, though this was superbly done and awfully funny.
I want to see Mary of Scotland, and one of the two or three big
musical shows ,..Roberta or As Thousands Cheer. But we have to
take what we can get tlckets for, and of cource all these things
are fun,

The circus 1e in town and we are pianning to take
Merian, a weck from Sunday, She will just pass out with Poy. She
playe she 1e an animal all day long and every day, Every morning
we have to guese what animal she is, ., jaguar, antelope, elephant
and €0 on, She knows more animale and birds than I do,

She 1s sweeter than sweet and so reeponsive. Lact
night I was telling her a story about how I loved Little Women, and
used to borrow Meads copy until I wore it out, and then how when
Christmas came I asked for Little Women and a typewriter, and got
the Little Women, and wore my copy to tatters. She -~aid, "Where is
1t now?" I told her 1t was tied up with ribbone out at Minnetonka
and she should have it some day, She caid, "And by that time I will
be old enough to read the words!" She was so serious, and her big
eyes Just ehining. I told her that Auntie Helen had given me
& gecond copy, and I had it here in New York, and I got it for her.
She looked at the plctures and I told her the names of the charactere,
She looked as though she wanted to cry, and acsked to take the book
to bed with her, It was dark in her room, of course, but she hadk
the book to bed, and we closed the door, but we could hear her
reading aloud from it in the dark, We went to the door and listened,
I wish you could have heard the story, It went on for half an hour.
This 18 one bit from it, "Noﬁ" said Jo,"¥ don't have to ride in a
wagon, I have an automoblle, "oh!" eried one of the Little Women,

How charming)

Mary came in and ehook her head and sald maybe there
have bemn other children who loved booke a:- much as she does but
ghe didnt believe 1%, and I dont #lther.

Daddle, Delos and I were so much interzsted in what
you sald about your shipping. Dont you think you ought to come here
and jack them up? We would be sgo glad 1f you and mother would change
your minds and come this spring, and I really do think it would be
& good 1dea,

Mother, we were so glad to have your nice long letter
of last week. How did the Xemmmximkxxxama orange julce and marehmallow
deesert turn out? I am having Mary try some tomorrow night,

I hope Katie is feeling all wekl again and getting
a good rest, O wish I could have looked in on Frank's boy's birthday
party, and that Merian would have been there to blow out the candles,

Your operetta sounded very gay. How did it go ofif,
and did yolkeover yourself with glory. in the cakewalk?

Did I tell you all to read Nora Waln's "House of
Exile." Don't miss it, It 1s the most charming ddlightful book, I
cant bear {to finlish it, and am just savoring every page. Every one
of you would enjov 1t,




Well, dears, my child 1ls putting up a ghout of
"Mommie! Mommie' Mommie!™ It is too bad t- keep ner indoors this
lovely day, so I must stop anc dress her and take her out.

Love and love, darlings. Best wishes to you all
for a happy easter. We'll think of you &ll, golmg to church in
your shining best, I wigh we could hear Eugene singing in hle
cholr,

I have bought a lot of emall things for Merlan,
chickes and =o forth and am coloring some eggc., She will make a
nest “aturday night and I'1l put Helen's package in that., “Yne has
coem for her from Hehkle's too,

Not & very good letter, darlings, But I'm tired
of writing. It ©brings anyhow so much love from us all to all
of you.

A- ever, your

Y

P,85, I just gave llerian a book to kee i

. r o by p her quist while I finished

%ﬂig, The _lhr’ee Lit‘tj@ Pi E. She galls out now and gays, "_".jommie
would prefer the second book my cousin gave me," : ;

Happy Easter,
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Thur egday .
Mother darling, -
I looked everywhere for a card which would eay
¥or Grandmother on Mother's Day but couldn't find one, so Merilan
will just have to put the enclosed snapshote of her in my letter,
with her 1bve to her adored Stella, They aren't so good as they should

be - dont begin to do her justice. As soon as the weather 1le warmer,
and L can snap her out of doore in her pretty dresses and half hore,
then you'll see what a sweet grandchild you've got. Anyhow, she loves
you a lot, and so do I, and wish I were in Minnesota with you for the
day.

Anita has just gone to town for her afternoon off
and Merian 1e eleeping. Anita ie going to work out all right, I think,
She and the baby are great chume and have such fun thgether. She
laughs and singe and-playe with her whille I am working and that thakes
me very happy. Bhe 1s neat and clean and a good worker too but no cook,
Did I tell you that the other day L asked her to grease a cake tin for
me and found her spreading a hard chunk of butter on the tin with a knife
and a helpless look on hrr face, But Deloe and I arent fussy eaters and
when L have company I'll simply have to cook myself - that's all,

let's see what we've been doing, besldes working hard

and enjoying our child. Tuesday night we went to call on Leonards - you
remember that they drove s to the Minnesota Club, We rather en joyed them.
And by the way, speaking of the Minnesota Club. A day or two ago here comes
a printed invitation to tea out =omewhere in New Jersey, houre &all afternpon
and all everning and the place simply imposeible to get to, and the date
of the tea the preclous Memorial Day Sundey....an? the guest of honor
1t snnounced blandly, i« Yaud Hart Lovelace., Isnt that Juet 1lke that
crezy bunch? Of course I shant go, and wlll probably ] them mad
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of ther sre akout worn out and it did them good to come and play come
Yridge and have some fun, Bothex 6f them asked most affectionately about

“d Adadd?
rick cgaocie,
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Trie £tern dinrer ies chanpged to myxxmExx tomorrow night,
and 8o the Andrews party ies put off., And Sunday I think We'll have Blanche
for dinner, A week from Saturday I am having the Newings and Nan and Tommie,
ags I guess I told you, and perhaps the Sterns and Pratts,

Thate makes me think that you've never cent your
inetructlione about the lace cloth, If I dont hear from you about it in
your answer to this, I'll go ashead and have 1t dry cleaned and eent
direct to you, .




I was g0 glad yesterday to have s nice letter from
you. I mieeed getting the usuzl number lact week. How awfully buey Katie
1s; 1en't she? I think 1t'e grand, though and éo hope they put 1t over in
a blg way., I can imagine that Helen and Frank had fun opehing up the'lake
place, 1t must seem gond to have daddie at h,“e and I am ,Sorry you havent
golt your lace cloth for all the entertaining I' m sure you're doing.
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Tuesday,
Darlings,-

Have finished my morning's Writing and am going to town to do
8 little chopping but firet will write a letter to you all to mail while
I am there,

We had such a nice letter from mother yesterday, and axm were
80 glad to hear about daddie's program. Hope he has the greatest success
in the citiee, and will find he can do an awful 14t of his work at home,
We ape s0 tickled about Katie's Opera Technlig¢que classes. Hope she makes
a fortune at them, Glad the hives haven't come back,

As for us, we are all well and fine. And I have some big news
I have been saving to tell you, about the book,

I slmply couldn't get it going., I wont g0 into detalls, But
evlidently 1t was not ordained for me to wrlte that Mankato book at this
time, At last I lald it aside and started a gearch of my papers and note-
books for another plot. @mexm After a few daye search I came acroses a
paper with a completely outlined, fresh and delightful plot. At first it
was completely unfamiliar to me, but after a little I remembered that
Delos had made the plot from a clipping I had cut from an anniversary
number of the Falrmont Sentinel., It igs a perfectly charming story, and
I felt very much drawn to it.

But I wanted terribly for Delos to do it with me., It was his
story, and very much up his alley. Just the vigorous, outdoor stuff -
a plonwer farm for a background - that he foes so well, He was a little
troubled, and I was too, by my inability to get a book going, and all in
all I persuaded him to collaborate,

I wrote to Dick Walsh - the reason [ havent written to you sooner
1s that I have been walting for his answer, But he is simply delighted,
says the book can be included in my contract as one of the two books I
have promicsed him,

I am $med delighted and more than delighted, In the first Place,
it 1s going great guns, I gxpect to have the first ingtallment (it 1is 1in
glx diviesions) ready for Delos next Sunday and expect that he will have done
hle rewriting of it and mp my final revision by the middle of June, Then
we expect to give 1t to Nannine with an outline of the other five install-
mente and have her start offering it for a eerial. We have promlsed Dick
the completed manuscript by xhmxfxxmxxmf November o December,

1 think this will make a serial and perhaps a movie, and if it
goes over 1in a big way, we have two more ideas for collaborated bookg. The
whole affair may eventually bring us back to Minnesm ta and Delos to free
lancing, Of course the world ig in an awful state and ite nox time now to
be thinking of giving up sa grand job, But juet the same thig has great
potentialities, And we think that each of us will EEREXX try to swing solo
books along with the ® 1laborated onee...if this one leads to others,

lgnt it grand?
So much for that. Now as for all our doings, Friday night was

he dinner at Sterns - a charming one - I wore the ashes of roses dress,
was tickled by something that happened. Daring dinner, one of the men




who has a four year old daughter, sald he simply had to tell a story
about her. And then he told how ghe had sald, in answer Xmxxm to some-
thing or other, "I quite enjoyed it." He thought it had sounded so grown
up and cute, XeXBEXZAYEXMEXXZ «hen he finished the story Lelos threw me

a look that + wish you could have seen, Lt gpoke volumes,

' after we got home, he eaid, "I thought L would speak up and say
i, Bur two year old daughter only puts 27 worde into one sentence.’
But I thought better of 1t. -

As a matter of fact, I did launch forth with some tiny story
about Merian, but Delos interrupted me and sald I .shouldnt brag about
my child. whereupon Roy interrupted him, and said, "I have never yet heard
buRkinxxmidmzexkhe Maud introduce the subject xth® of chlldren 1lnto the
conversation, and whmm L have never heard elther you or she tell a
story about smerian which gives any idea of how perfectly charmling
she is."” Whereupon he launched into a deseriptisn of her and® we beamed.

bhe 1s sw:et and gets sweeter every day.,

the next day kmma called for me with her car and two children
to take me to the florist to f#ll our window box, (We have filled it
with white dalsies, purple apgeratum and yellow nasturitums and 1t is
really very pretty.,) Merian was just starting off with Anlita but stopped
and talked, ‘they saild they were going to give her ane of Dixle's
pupples, and she sald, "I will name 1t FPhandoj reason why my mamma had
a 1ittle dog named Phando when she wag a llttle girl; and py daddie will
make it a kennel,” When we got back with the flowers, cshe almost lost her
mind with delight about them, framced around the porch and , after Delos
got home, agsisted in putting them in.

Saturday night we went in and spent the evening with Bert
Allen, She was so pleased with the letters from “atie and mother. rhere
was no speclal news with her. She looks worn out, but that is to be
expected, »unday we had Blanche out for the day, We were go glad we
had  had her, for she did enjoy it. Felham i1e at 1ts very loveliest and
she algost lost her mind over the lilacs and flower beds, Anita xzmksR
mx baked a chicken and it was good. She ls nothing of a cook at all but
she can stuff and bake a chicken, L am relieved to know it, for that
means I wont mind giving a dinner now anc then,

And epex ing of dinners----we have nothing doing all week
until Frlday, as we are working so hard on the book, But Friday night
we are goling in to see our Black Angels, Madam Parker, £d Andrews,
Caroline and Cornelig, Amd Saturday night, as I believe I told you,
we are nhaving Nannine and Tommie, the Newings, the Sterns and the Pratts
to dinner. I dont know what possgesced me to ask go many - I just d4id,
thinking it would be & good idea to pay &ll my debts at once. t‘hen
yesterday Nan phoned Delos and sald Allce Wblldimson had suddenly arrived
from ondon and could they bring her and a boy friend, and Delos gald
sure, 50 I am having twelve people for dinner; with dishes and silver for
elght; and a cook that cant cook, what do you think o: my neeve, How I
wish mother were here.

I would have told Alice to come too for I adore her and she
makee any party a succesgs. 1 know in advance we will have a grand time
but what and how ghall I feed them? I'll keep mother's lace table cloth
to tide me over the affair, and feed them at card tables, and that's
all I know about it so far,




You asked, mother, what we thought about Koosevelt,
and we think he's swell, We take back everything we said abtout him, He
can even kles his secretaries on the front page of the Times df he will
continue to make things happen the way he 1s doing. I always did like her,
although I think she igs a nut,

“e are terribly amuced about Buzz Bainbriage, Do tell
us whether he gets elected or not.

I must stop now and hie me to town to buy some big
puff cushions, whatever you call them, for the floor, so our gueste next
Saturdey night can at least sit down,

I am full of storics about Merian but mustnt take
the time to tell them,

Yid I tell you %hat her favorite new word was difficult,
"Thies 1s awfully diff-i-cult," she'll say, as she puts her doll into the
carriage, or makes a house out of blocke,

Love and hugs, in haste.

(USL




Wednesday,
prlings,-

Siich a lovely fat letter from mother thls morning,

/ with clippings about all your doings. So glad to get it., I am much thrilled
wikhxihe about the Lawrence Tlbbetts luncheon; I love his singingr and

1'11 pet Katle gave a swekl speech (or is giwing it today,) Helen's
looking so lovely in her new dress, and all the other news was devoured,
But what a pitsy that you dldnt see Pat. And how could she have falled

to look you all up? Daddie should write us a letter too., Ve havent had

one for ages, Awfully glad to know he is feeling so well andhig work

going so beautifully, I hope though that he is going to take a long lay-off
through the hot weather.

I had an important plece of news about the child thak
I forgot to put into the last letter. Here it is! At the age of two years
and four ménthe, she ecan, at last, sing a song. She isn't golng to be a
monbbone at mayx any rate, although I dont think she is especlally musical.
(Did I tell you that Caroline Andrews little girl, aged 9, cant sing
a note? Can't carry a tune? Isnt shat a jJoke? Her father is a musclslan,
too., She wante to be an achress.)

The song Merian sings ls a German nurseyy song.
Probably Katte knows 1t, I only get the first line, which goes,

“Hanschen kléin,

and then (to give you the swing of 1it)
Deedle dein,
Deedle deedle deedle dein,"

Merian knows 8ll the words; two verses; and she gets
the music almost perfectly., ¥lats just a trifle on the high notes altho
gshe raises her eyebrows and makeg a terrific fuss over them,

She not only sings 1t for us upon request at ang
time but she ginge it whether requested or not, in a loud shout, from
morning until night., ‘his moment(although I have been writing on my book
and didnt esppsically care for a concert) she is shouting it from down
stalre and hag been doing so for the last half hour,

Of courge I long for Katie to hear her, although I'm
far from thinking she 1s a musical prodigy.

Sometimes she gets tired of the German words and makes
up English onee, They dont max. - ..., but they unfallingly rhyme. ohe wag
gang i1t in English for Leloes and me for about half an hour ounday nlght.
‘he worde go something 1like thils,

there' g a dog,
see a frog,
vaddie, mommie, boodle bog.

vifferent every time she singes it of course. but 1t
always whymes, L thought bLelos would burst laughing, and the baby stoppid
indignantly to ask:

"What you laughing for?"
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I =&ma meant to tell you more than I did about Allce
She 48 such a chBracter. She 1s as amusing ae ever, and full of naughty
storles, which she tells with sueh an innocent air, ag if she had no
idsa what the point was, che has had her face lhifted again since last gummer ;
and something mysterious done to her eyee. xmEx frobably the bag taken out.,
.hey look awfully queer. Byt she is the youngest looking thimp for her age
you ever gaw; Nannlne sw®ears she 1s in her seventies. aAnd she 1ls as thin

as a my¥kh siaph and gurrounded with men,

sionday I went down to Klelns and bought three dresses
for $5.70. 1 am only keeping one of them but that 1s a beauty, a flowered
cotton in bright colors. ‘'he other two dont fit well. One of them only
cost 50c and the other xxXx $I1.70. Did you ever hear the like: However,

i'm returning them, for theres no sense in taking a bargaln 1if 1% fient
satiefactory., Delos thinks they are sweat shop labor anyway, and Ll dont
think I'11l go there again. '

Yesterday I stayed home, worked on myxwhEma our book
in the morning and went out with baby and snita in the afternoon, To bed
early for two nighte in a row, which 18 a treat. Delos needed to get
rested out; he ie =so tired, the poor dear,

Tonlght Stella Karn and mary Margaret are coming out
to dinner.

iomorrow hight we are invited t- a formal dinner at
Flleen Creelman's. I wish mother was here to tell me what to wear, OShe
is the motion picture critic of the Sun, Coop's friend, and &n tihe goclal
register, and L would like %o be properly dressed, I think I will wear tRe
black satin, as it isgireal evening dress, although the ashes oI rosee Or
my flovgred chiffongige more sumiers looking 8 hot weather.




Paper tore in the machine, Do excusgse, Thiele page

We arent doing anything over the weekend or #n
Memorial Day, nigss something turns upr which we cant reeist., Delos wants
t~ leafl, What are your plans? Wieh we were with you.

Nannine tells me that Irmengarde lsnt at sll well,
She dildnt recover properly from her flu and 18 even thinner than usual.
I have her on mymind and know I ought to have her out.

Pauline 1s out on the road with Antoine. While she
was in Hollywood, Nan arranged for her to meet Marion Vavies and Mary
Pickford., Woud tnt that be fun? I hope there will be some motion plct uee
stars at ~ileens party. She knows them all., But Delos thinks it will be
writerse, which are mo especial treat,

oy g

I was interested in Martha's farm, She has owned some
land up there for a long time, and I have &0 doubt the eiricens are bona
fide, as she probably wants them to keep her brothere busy. I must write
to her - and will send her some snapshots of Merian 1f I ever get some
good ones,

Must stop now and get ready for my dinner party.
Anita 1s a perfect treasure; the baby adores her and will let us go
of f anywhere at any time, if Anita has her in charge. Besides she is very
industrious, keept the house shining, does all my mending and has a
heavenly happy disposition - never gets lohesome or sulks, I dont mind
her not being able to cook, and she does cook a 1llttle, of course,
But when I have company I hak® to take charge.

Did I tell you I was interviewd by the Westchester
Midweek, last Friday? They are using pictures of us both, I will send you
the story. )

Lave and hugs to each one of you., Thank you, mother,
for the lovely letter, Laddle, be sure to write to us soon as we areso
eager for your newe and wX miss your letters when they dont come along.
Our best love to Fosterse and Fowdigre too. We are looking for the Fowlers
here this summer!

Ae ever,

M D and M by




Wednesday.
Darlings,-

My midweek letter a little late this week, what with the
holiday and all.

lie were so delighted with mother's Special and the plctures of
Katlie with Tibbett, They are better than most newspaper plctures, I think;
the emiling one, quite good, I am showing them proudly to everyone, and
am going to send them to Mme, Parker. ¥xxfxxmx I had a real pang of missing
Mary Allen when they came; Bhe would have been go much interested 1in them,
Dear Mary!

I am so delighted, Katie darling, about the whole opera project.
¥ think of it go much, and am so intercsted 1in every scrap of newg about
it., I think you are dolng a wonderful thing for Minnesota, in putting
1t over, and L am so anxbous to hear a performance, Tibbett' ¢ enthidsuasm
must have given a great impetus,

e are having real summer Weather, and everything 1s so beautiful
here. Today, bo be sure, it 1s raining, but that's a mere detail, We 1ave
had several very hot days, and I have been worrying about daddie travelllng
in the heat. Yo , daddie dear, take a vacatlion tyiough the hot weather. Lay
ofif entirely. It is too much to be driving througn the excegsively hot
weather we have sometimes in Minnesota.

Helen's letter was so Welcome, and we are so delighted that there
is a chance you may vieit us this summer., ve are making all kinds of plans.
cince your vacation date lsnt set yet, I suggest that you choose any month
but ¢illy for the trip, velos isnt sure but he thinks he will take his
vaeation in “uly, and we will probably go away %o the beach, we would
rather have you with us when we are in our own home, for we could make
you so comfortable here, an- we could entertain for you and have you.meeb
our friende. So if you could plan the trip for August or September,- or June,
would be perfect. L think that September 1s an ideal time for a trip:;
there 1s no heat, and it i1s BEEMEXRNXXHEXE S0 beautiful, XEXIUMEXIZXRizRZ
xmuxxﬂixznuxxnxxxknsnxxxxﬁnpnnanxupmnxxxnnkkuxmnxkx out, come to thlnk
of 1t, Helen is working in Beptember. well, either vune or august would
be fine; and as soon as L know the exact date of velos's vacation, L'll
let you know, He'll only be taking three weeks, so there will be one week
in July, eithner at the beglnning or the end, which you would count on 1if
you wanted to,

e will eelebrate, bf you come.

Today I am mailing back mother’'s lace spread and the napkins,
T am much ashasmed to have kept the: so long, but I have enjoyed them
and thank you co much for them, L am enclosing a check for $1.00 for dry
cleaning the cloth. L notice that one or two threads are torn and imagine
that that is & consequence of some of our partles, flease have them mended
when it is cleaned, and if the billl is more than the dollar be sure to
let me know,

1 kept the cloth for my party with Stella Larn and Mary Margaret.
they csme last VWednemday night, bringing a lovely book for Merian, and
we had a very good time with them, Mary uMargaret sald that Inea Haynes
Irwin was as crazy about my work as she was, and went about boosting 1%,
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by S
They7§§§'Rose Wilder Legbe seem determined to push me into glory, amd I
am so grateful to them. They book they brought # a charming one, Helen
may be familiar with it - 1s th- Parade of the States, It has a plcture
of Minnesota which Merian simply adores. She will &e anything If we
promise to show 1t to her. YThe book &s such a nice one that I dont let her
have it by herself.

Irhursday Anita wEmEXEmXXEmx changed her day off so
that we could go to rileen Creelman's dinner. I wore the ashes of roses
dregs, Ye had a pleasant time, and I am golng to have her out kere with
tarle Balch, one of the few eligiblex single men I know., She le extremely
pretty. “er other guests included people from Larchmont, the woman a
former actress whom I had seen, by the way, with Glen Hunter in
Merton of the Movies, they drove us home, They have two chlldren, one
of whom is just Merlan' = age, and we are going to get the children
together,

rpiday Anitz was out and I had charge of the child.
caturday and Sunday were quiet, Delos put on screens and worked around
the house, and ¥e went to see the three Barrynores in Rasputin and the
Emprese. A very poor plcture, melodramatic and hldeous.

Monday I finlshed getting the first section of the
book ready for Delos, a second time, and gave it to him " emorial Day.

In the morning, liemorial Day we took “erian over
to see the local parade. She almogt exploued. Was very good and had a
lovely time but got overexcitied for she cried when she got home and
couldnt -eat her lunch., She kept saying, "I am too tired for that band,”
Poor l1ittle tike. It makes the realize that we cant take her to the clrcus
for several years yet, After her nap che was rested and very sweet all
afternoon. '

we have bought her a sagbox. lgeye just delivered
1t, #énd I am going to have some chlldren over to play in it with her,.

1L muet stop writing now and getv mother's package off,
I have been working on the book all morning and am tired typling. I
gorgot to say, on Memorial Day, that Delos worked on the book all afternoon
and his copy is swell.I think the book 1s going to be a peach. In the
evenlng Sterns came over to play bridge.

Pat and Bryan Collier hawe a baby boy, Bryan 9Jr.
I am going in to the hospltal to see the baby soon,

Buster, the Bartnett boy, is gtill in the hospital.
they have been having speclaliste for him, He can never work, and must
always be an invalid, 1t geems awfully hard for a boy of 22; and hard
on his parents too since he 18 so unmanageable,

] I must stop now, dears. S0 much love to each and every
one of you. L have been thinking of Gigl and wondering if hi - school
wagnt nearly over and if he wasnt pleaced,

Loday Merian 1g demanding, in spite of the rain, to
be taken up to Main Street to see the parade, She seems to think it is
still going on up theee.

Love and hugs, as ever,

Mewd) .




Home,
Thureday,

Daddlie darling,-

Just a llttle speclal letter Por Father's Day.
Delos and L wilsh we could be in Minneapolis to celebrate the own
particular day of the dearest and best father that ever was,

It 1is a source of pain to us that you have had to
have g0 much worry and anxiety at a time when your mears of hard work
and unselfish care of other people entitled you to complete freedom.
It'e all wrong that it should be so,

But you have certalnly glven your children a new
cauege to admire you in the way you have shown the world how to beat a
"depression.,” We are so proud or you and of the good job,

Only we dont want kExwm you to work too hard, Do

take thinge easy, dear, particularly through these summer months, for

’

1t 1= the phllosophy you have alwaye Ppreached that money doesnt matter
- only loving one another and enjoying life as it goes along, And don't
worry about anything, for times are certalnly getting better each day,
“verybody saye go here,

Wwe are lokking forward to the Fowlers coming next
week, We only wieh that the Fosters and mother and daddie were tucked

somewhere in the car, But it will be grand t-
ghow them our baby who gets sweeter all the time, You will nearly
1

eat her up when I bring her back --- next winter oz epring, I expect

that will be, 1f the lecture tour gowss through,

1

You and mother will miee Helen anc Frank next Sunday,

L know, But the five of you there will be having a good time and thinking

us as we of you. Dearest love, dac > dear; lots to mother, too,

¥From Maud, los and Merian, by




Frtday,

Darlings, -

Such a nice letter from mother, which I'll anewer
before I start to work, Gosh, all the news about the opera sounds exclting.
I wish I was there to help talk, I wish too + was there to go ridipg to
Detroit Lakes with daddie, if he would take me. Wouldnt a ride thru
Minnesota be heavenly this weather!

Irmengarde and Chester FPaul are coming out tdday. I
am 80 glad for I have intended to have them for ever so long, I am sorry
that it happens to be a very cool day. We could have go much more fun
if it wae warm enough to eat on the porch. But I know they wlll enjoy
the country even in cool weather, and Merian weare half hoce and sandale
and no sweaters every day now, and therefore looke her best,

A gulet week. Two long nights sleep in a row, and the
book golng well.

‘the jokes I accumulate from Merian 1n one day,Yester-
day when I emerged from my writing she said to me, "How did the book go?'
She 18 beginning to play with other children in the park, and is yery
gslow to get acquainted--- as you might know. You wouldmt call her timid,
she haes lote of spirit---ghe just likes to take her time about gettilng
acquainted, Yesterday when we started out, she sald: " I dont want to
play with any little playmates in the Dark “ I sald reprovingly, Why,
Merlan, dont you like youl 1little playmated." She anSWrred, "I like pupples
and klttlies wetter than 4 do my little playmates.'

We are setting up the -andbox today. (It has ralned
every day eince 1t came./ £And I am golng to have children to nlay 1n it
with her several days a week untll she gets mcouzinted. . _—

Her favorite story is one Delog tells her about
me writing @p in 2 tree, “hen we are out walklng and che seesg a -tree she
likes,cshe will etop and say, Is that the tree you wrote in when you
were a llttle rlTTf When she wante a story she will climb up on my
lap and say, Tell me about my home at Minntonka.” Or, "Tell me about
how we are going on the train to see grandpa Tom and urandma Stella.”

Speaking of our comlng, (as regards the world Falr and
rates and all), we gimply cant afford it this summer, mother dear, And even
1f we could,theére 1s the prExxhexExXxxXke matter of our book, ror our
vacation we are planning to go to the beach---get a bungalow and take
Anlta to do the work---and while we are there we will bresk the back of
the book, It won¥ be any rest for velos, but it will be a change, and he
can swim every day, ‘hen when rowlers come, I will take a rest from the
book and be frivolous and we will all have a grand time. Llck wants the
book for the gpring liet , which meansx 1t must be in his hands by
November, or December at the latest, And that means work every minute
until it ie done, Lfou see we are moving in October, whichn will cause me
to lose several weeks,

but after the book 1s done we will hope kkxak for a
Minnesota visgit soon, I feel sure csome clubs will be writing to me, as
they did last year, End even &f they dont, there ie the chance that the

book will make us a lot of money. + feel gquite hopeful that i1t will gell




as a serial. ihe work velos did on the first installment was perfectly
swell, We have two more booke planned which we woula 1like to do to-
gether---Minnesota settlng, bothx of them---go if thlg new venture goes
over; we will have to be coming back to do research and all. Wont that

be EwEXX¥2x fun? By the way, it 1s no secret about us collaboratipg. Xou
can tell folke all you want to. L think 1t willl help the eale of the book,
as there is bound to be great interest in a tale we do together,

vont you think that daddie will have %o be coming
on here (and bring mother with him) to see his house? I do, and how we
will love it. We are looking forward awfully to rowlers vigit, We will
have to get the Fosters next, I really think Katie will have to come 1o
conesult wigh someone about opera.

L must stop now and get to work, Lt will be a short day
anyway, with lrmengarde coming.

I am planning to get some plctures very soon, ihe
weath r has been bad; but the kodak ic all loaded.

Love and hugs to each and every one of yo@. We do
love you sudé a lot, Certainly Delos loves you , mother, but with thise
book on hie hands he certainly is busy. , e has been doing Lem Partone
columnx too and soon starts dolng Dan Andersons weekly feature. He 1s to
have a day added to Bis vacation for every time he does it.

Lou asked about my head. Lt 1s entirely healed. There
is a sunken bright red spot about t he size of a dime which will never
have hair on it again. But all the halr which was kept shaved while the
burn was belng treated 1s growlng out now and helps a lot. L havent risked
a wave yet, but L wash my halr Paithfully every five or six days and keep
it very fluffy, so 1t looks qulite nice.

- I am feeling well, and am very happy. I am 80 happy
sbout our book. Velos is thrilled with it too, and Merlan 1s perfectly well
now that summer is here, and so sweet, She &wallows, too, There has been

no trouble about her eating since she started to play out doors. She eats
1ike a wolf. She is guite well behaved, but not a model child, by any means.
She 1s a 1ittle bundle of misch@if, and has s0 much pep and spirit, Nobody
ig going to tread on her toes, 1 can promige you that,., She is old enough

and blg enough and advanced enough to start to school right now, but of
course they wouldnt take her yet, i+t is actually true that she is old enough
to go though, She is very mucia advanced for her age,

Well, I= imp¥y musgt stop. So much love ,dears.

\x‘)\’r 0 e £~

One 1little girl that she didnt like tried to play with her in the park
and she said loudly (loudly enough so tne mother coubd hkay.| “Go
away, little fat baby, L dont like you, little fat baby. “ant you eee
I'm buey?”) She seems to 1ike 1little boys better than 1little glrle.
But nodw and then she will accept a little girl too.










tueseday,

Lo say that we are thrilled and delighted that the
Fowlers are really coming, is puttipg it mildly. We are so happy, and
the time 1s so near. Iwo weeks from today they'll be arriving.

“hlch reminds me of your question - whether it would
sult ue best to have you come directly to New York, or go to Cincinnati
flret, Eexweukd It would fit in a 1little better with our plans to have
you come direct, and according to mg figures that brings you here about
the 20th,

Mierian has been informed and manifests due enthheiasm.
And asg for Deloes and me, we are full of plans. Only just as L begin to
plan I realize that If we dont stay right here at home in the back yard
by the sandbox, a good share of the time, you wont get to know Merian
at all, And I do want her to have time to get used to you, So I dont
think I'll date ue up very much.

o

I/think 1t would be fun to make a Sunday excursion
to Jones's Beach, on the ocean side of Long Igland, and have some
real surf bathing. £nd of course L want you to meet some of our friends.

‘he day I wrote you last, “was just ready for Ir-
meRarde, And before I mailed my letter to you, ‘Anita came in with the
baby, with her little face all bleeding. She had fallen in the park -
Lelos gald he Wrote you about 1t. Her nose wag cut ana bruicsed, her
cheek scratched, and her 1ip cut in two places so that by the time
Iremngarde arrived 1t was swollen to three times its natural slze. It
wouldr have been funny if it hadnt been fo hard for the little tunky,
as we had planned to have her looking so cute for compamy, her best
drege freshly ironed and so on, and of course lrmengarde has no more
iaea now drauw 8ne looges like bldall uvile HWail LIl tuc OOl e h.e was voLy
SUL-Ulw add =Dl nllu, TO00, but got on very well wita chester faul, ohe
woula even let him pick her up and lug her around, ana every time he
Plckeu a weea or wila ilower ior aer,ske saiu, ' Thanks you,

Far from acting like she did today, when ghe gaia
to me, “I shouts I yell and ecream: I speak in a tone"“ meaning a loud
tone, L suppose, something L am always ccolding her about. ihe other
day ehe sald to me, when she dia something naughty, “I'm looking you
gtralght in the eye.” And then digd it again,

she 1s a hanaful, but so sweet, sand at last she ls
looking almoet human again. Hope she doesnt take another tumble before
rowlers arrive,

Chester Paul has improved a great deal since I saw
him last, He has been going to czhool and it sor: of ironed him out. He
is a very handsome boy and full of individuality. lrmengarde looks sick,
but 1s a gentle sweet person; I'm quite fond of her,

We had a very quiet weekend as Uelos was working on
the book, (It's going swell, by the way,) Yesterday, monday, he phoned
me that ~tephen Hathbun, khkE one of the dramatic critics on the Bun, had




two tickete to the rlayere Glub all-star “evival of Uncle Tom's Cabin
and wanted to take me, EXmx I had been Wanting to go, but it ie
a complete sell-out,

Of course 1 was delighted and although it was
blazing hot went into town and met Delos at the Princeton Club., Bhen we
went to dinner at the £irby Allen and had a@mst a nice vieit with Bert
who has taken a house at "estport, conn., for the summer and wante us
to bring Helen and rrank out there, After dinner Delos took me to the
theatre to meet Stevie and then went to a movie, we meeting him later
at the II,53,

I'he play was beautifully acted, and everyth ng was
in it. The bloodhounds, kl1iza crossing the ice, Little Eva going to heaven,
L'opsy and all the rest of it, L had a heavenly time geelng it. Utis
Skinner played Uncle lom, and every player was a star, Clssie Loftus
Played Aunt Chloe, Fay Bainter wag lopey, etc,

We are dolng very little this week, as we cant do
much 1f Delos gets in any time on the book, rhe weather is warm, and
he comes home to 1ie out in the back yard in the beach chair sanda get to
bed early. we have invested in a sandbox, and it is the best investment
We ever made, Merian ie¢ contented to play out there from morning to night,
although of course we cant let her do 1t, as she needs the exercise of
walking, She makes lemon ples for her daddie, by the dozen,

L Wonder if you are having warm weather too, and hope
daddie 1isnt travelling, L am about due to have another letter with budget
of news from mother, + hope you are all well, and Katie not having too
hectlic a time with her June program,

D1d you get the tace clothm safely, mother? I mailed
it the day I wrote you,

Lots of love, dears, to you all. Huge and kisses,
We'll take lots of snapshots while the Fowlers are here ang keep you all
informed as to our doings. Wish the Fosters were coming too,

+ wouldlove to see Eugene, I imagine he has grown
up an appalling lot since L was there, a year ago, One of these summers
He'll have to be coming to see us, and have some salt water ewimming,

Well, here's to the 20th,

KEver and ever,

e o i g
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Thursday.

Darlings,-

a%-{—"t-( .

You dont mind 1f I write on King Kong)y I want to
get at least a short letter .orff to you, so that Anlta can mall 1t xkm
in town,

We are having hot weather too, but L rather enjoy
7y PO | baby's sandbox is a perfect boon; xKa she playe out there
oen&aggly bm the hourm, and we dont need to tzke her walking in the real
hot weather.

. L have some newg that I know will please you, A
lecture bureau called me yesterday, wanting to know if I would pinch
hit for Pearl Buck at a woman's club out in New Jersey (next November. )
She has gone back to China, you know, and he had thle engagement made,
Of course L told him I would, but it stlll remains for the womans club
to accept me. L rather think they will as I had so much publichity here
in New York about my speaking last year.

What really pleased me, however, was that 1in the course
of our talk, he gald that he had ‘no writers on his 1list (he has lony Sarg
and some very ilmportant people along other lines) and that he would like
to talk to me. I told him I wished he would, as I was always having calls
from womene clubs and didnt like to manage t he business end of it myself,

So we made a date for tomorrow afternoon; I am going to go in town to .
gee him at three o'clock; and I feel sure in advance that he wlll take me
on, I am going to §et him right after St. Paul and Minneapolis and Duluth
for next winter, and in addition give him the names of the othes clubs
which have written me from time to time, Pt ¢ ey Bow A 0 < '”ﬂmq.tk
o B 'u-#c;*r‘v\ ) A Cewy sl
/ I am wearing my brown and white outfit of last spring.
Mre, Gavin ilengthened it, and pressed 1t, and I bought some pretty
brhght orange beads to matca the belt. I dont see but what 1t looks as
well ae it ever did,

Now ient that good news? It is the Earnest Briggs
Agency. I have a vague recollection that Katle did some work for them/

Am I right?
/h,.f\h_l_Q_a‘

Mother's letter just came and Iwas so glad to/hear
from her. I don't 1ike daddle travelling in thie heat, and wish heAstop
1t, Try to make him, motYer., When June is hot, July is almost always cool,
and he can go out ¥pumEwhsx® then, I am so sorry about poor Katle's head
and her belng so busy through this terrible weather, I am so glad, mother
dear, that your rheumatism has let up, and that you are feeling g well,

We are just counting and counting on the Fowlers
coming. Only thelr vigit seems so short, A week will jus: fly, Anita has
sald that she would take the couch in Merian's room; it is a real bed,
you know, S~ that means that Frank and Helen can have a big comfortable
cool room to themselves, which makes me happy. We willl be so glad to eee
them,

Merian 1s getting brown and scratched and battered
from her constant playing out. Day before yesterday I had a little boy
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garment came free into his hand, he felt it excitedly, plainly
trying to find some conneotion between the frail tissue and the
whiteness he had exposed.

Ann cried brokenmly and Driscoll, darting out from his
hiding place, began to climb up to the ledge, There had been no
sign of a rescue party but he could wait no lomger, His muscles
were too tired to perform their usual service and he slipped again

and again. Once he all but pitched back to the bottom. Breathless,

he hung for a space, and then climbed again,

He was wondering dully why Kong had not heard him when,
looking up, he saw the great face peering over the ledge. If the
face had shown anger Driscoll would have given up hope. It showed,
however, only a suspicious interest. Kong had heard something,
but in the darkness he had not séen. Driscoll fiattened himself
against the rock and waited. Suddenly Kong's face grew back,

Driscoll struggled furiously up the last few feet. He
reasonad that if he had been detected, caution was useless, if,
on the other hand, Kong had been diverted, speed might possibly
carry him to his goal before any fresh suspicion was aroused.

He pulled himself over the ledge in time tomsee EKong
selze the great bird and begin its destruction.

This time the affair was not a fight. It was too
one-sided for that. The bird had sWooped down to Ann., EKong
had turned about in time, and seizing it as its long talons
reached for Ann, angrily tore the creature to pieces. It was to
this wmurée certain menace that the beast-god had been drawn from
the uncertain danger ind;cated by the noise Driscoll had made.

Ann was unhurt. As kong lifted the bird clear of her

she rose and stumbled to the edge of the rocky platform. ,Driscol
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foot and l1lifting hand, the beast-god made his way., There was no

path, but each jutting rock was good for a gain of feet. Driscoll

marked the course and told himself that if need be he could ¢limb
it too.

Standing finally before the cave, Kong put Ann down
between his fest. As she lay there, unmoving, he drew deep breaths.
His strength came back with every inhalation. His head began to
weave, and his arms to swing. The arms swumg higher, and higher,
and then they were at his chest drumméng in a wild ecstasy while
from his swelling throat there lifted a long peal of triumph.

High above, in the star-lit sky, a great bird soared and
seemed to listen. Kong redoubled his ory and flung it upward,
challengingly.

Driscoll, in the darkness b8low, saw inn stir, and sit
erect. Uncertainly, she twisted around to look up toward the voice
above her. Then she screamed, as she had screamed on the Plain of
the Altar.

Kong broke off his own savage speech and looked down. In
the fant light Ann was now no more than a shadow, except where her
dress was torn. There, however, her shoulder was white and softly
gleaming. Kong squatted down. His hand went first to the foaming
halr which he last remembered as brightly shining. He pulled it,
as though puzzled that a thing could be so different, by night, frok
what it was by day. He fingered it, shook it off, and reached out to
the inviting whiteness of the shoulder.

Ann soreamed again. Kong snatched at her. His hand caught
in her dress and the dress tore in his huge fingers. More whiteness
was revealed. Kong touched the smooth revelation. He pulled again
at the torn drees. Then, holding Ann tightly, he began to pluck her

clothes away as a chimpanzee might clumsily undress s doll. As each




from down the street cmme in to play with her in the sandbox. They got
along beautifully, but the first thing when she woke up the next morning
she began to gay to me, "QQQE have my little playmate come to play with
me today, mommie, I 1like to play in my sandbox alone,"

I know just how she feelg, as I am that way my self,
but nevertheless I am continuing to bring in klds, of all ages and sizes
to get her accustomed to them,

I mustn t stop to write more, as I havent written
my morning's stent yet, Much much love to each and every one of you,
Take care of your selves through this heat, darlings. Mother, don't do
a thing; and daddie , you take your vacation,

We are all well and fine and happy, and myself I am
enjoying the summer, I hate the winkerso, and I do love being able to
eat on the porch and sit omt in the back yard of an evening.

Anita continues to be a treasure. She will never
make a cook, and I do all the fancy cooking, but she is a marvel of
industry, keeps the house shining, and is just perfect with Merian,

Love and hugs,
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Home,
wednegday,

Darlings,-

Just finished a good morning's work; the book 1s
golng very well, &ver since breakfast time, when velos and 1L dEscussea
1t, L have been thinking of Helen and Frank starting on their trip
tonight. «hat fun 1t will be for them to make the drive and how grand
for us to have them with us. I am only dieappointed that they are to be
here such a short time, rive days is nothing, and I'm going to paan
almost nothing besldeg just batting and visiting with each other. Merian
wont get acqualnted with them, otherwise,

Siie 1s so well and sweet, Still practically living
in sun sults and in her pXaxkmxx dand box, She is getting very tanned.
Of course she talks everything, and 1s very grown up for her age. She
is very affectionate to us; particularly to Lelos, He is just the apple
of her eye, and gshe greets him when he comes from work and sende him off
ln the mppning with hugs and kiesses, while all day long she pretends she
1s himrcit 1le her favorite game, I am very glad we let Hannl go, For
plainly Merlian is a chlld of very deep affectionsg centered in a very few
persons, Without meaning to at all, Hanni would have absorbed so much of
that affectlion which Merlan now lavishee on us. Ehe will never forgét Hanni;
and that I'm glad of. It is a very sweet memory for her to have, But I
think 1t was very wlse to let her go before Merian was any older or Hannil
would have had too big a placein her heat to be held by anyone not of her
own family,

kvery day she saye so many cute and funny things,
Last pight she wae teasing me to let her etay up, "just until daddie hears
the baseball scoree.” Whenever she does anythung naughty she says, "Excuse
me , mother, for doing such a terrible thing." And then hurries to ask for
a story, When she ig talking to me about Delos, she says "Daddie": to
an outsider, say, Mrs. Sterne, she says, “My father"; and to anita she sa
"Mr. Lovelace.” I think that's really quite digecriminating.

v
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L have been glow in wrliting, The weekend was so busy
and, for the most part, so hot. Paturday morning, kmma Sterne took Merian
and me to Glen lsland., We had a lovely time, loafing on the beach., “erian
took her pall and shovel and dug indlistriously., She was frightened of the
ewinging door which admits one to the beach, but after we pascsed through

it shﬁ gald wo me, "Next time we come to the beach I wont be afraid of that
door,

That evening Bartnetts drove down to get us and takk
ug up to their house for the evenlng. We had a pleacant time; bridge and
food; and 1t wae falrly cool out on their porch.

sunday we loafed all day, took Merian walking and so
on, and that evenlng went over to Sternes for more bridge and a very
pPleasant eveninc,

And X=zkEWEEx Monday evening, the Walshes came here.

And that reminds me that I havent told you about whx
the matter they came to dlscuss, my interview with Mr. Brigge. L told you
about hie calling me and my going into town? Well, we had a most satiefact-




and where? Llllian le such fun to work with, I remember very well the
good tlmes we used to have in her little office in Meyers® Arcade.

I hope that when daddie got in off the road he stayed
in, until the heat wave passed. I see by the paperc that yeu are through
wlth it, too.

Thank you, mother dear, fort he grand fat letter. I was
so much imberested in all your news and thank you for writing at such
length.

I can hardly wait for Helen and Frank to get here.
Helen egald Fprank wanted to cee a blg liner, and Delos is getting him a
pasg to go on board one. We are going to take them to the big R.K.O.,
Muslc Hall and try to get them tickets for one show, although nothing very
good 1g running. Then we do want an expedition to Jones's Beach, and Hegen
says they want to do some sight seeing. I had thought I wou@' have three
tablee of bridge in one night but may change my mind about that sbnee
thekrr tlme 1g 8o short, It would mean that I would have to give the whole
day to getting ready for it, for Anita is not very competent in that
direction, and besides ghe has her hands full with the baby. T may Jjust
take Helen to call on the people I want her to meet,

g and tuck my
I tell you that her two favorite stories are
how I ueed to write booke up in a maple tree

|

ck and 1 taking ] guppere up on Center




Wednegday,
Darling Mother, Daddie and Fosters,-

: I hate to write you before Fowkers get here, but I
fear I must 1f I am to get a letter to you for Sunday, for I know it
will be impoesible t~ take time for writing in the first flush of thelr
arrival,

I wrote Helen to Binghamton and told her not to
bother to telephone unless there were cfome radical change in thelr plans.
So unless I hear from them to the contrary I shall expect them for dinner
tonight and have just been out purchasing a leg of lamb, peas, etc. Anita
1s making a moulded salad and of course there will b a strawberry short-
cake,

Merian 1s feeling fine and was properly barhered
and shampposed on Monday, so that she is 1lnoking beautiful for them. You
cen cee from the maBclosed snapshots just how she is looking thecse days.

“hen + wrote Mbnday I forgot to tell you that we
epent Friday evehing with Newsome and Earl had Just had hie left eye
removed. len't that sad? It has been troublipge him for a long time.
He had the operation performed by the best surgeon 1in New York along those
lines, and they say t hat the new artificial Byes are 2o good that they
are hardly perceptible. I do hope so for his sake. He has found a sort
of temporoary job but things are pretty hard for them, *+ imagine, with thelr
expensive establiehment and blg car. We could buy theilr second car for a
hundred dollars, but dont ®want to, for it 1s an open car and I loathe them,
I meant to tell you also that Merian was adorable
with Marle, Sat on her lap and submitted to beilng hugged and kissed., She
played ehe was daddie for Marie's benefit, and once out af & clear cky
remarked to larie, "There are two extra bage of sand for my sandbox, My
daddlie keeps them in the garage.”" I dldnt ewen tnow she knew we had the
extra bags of gand and gtlll fall to see why rche thought it was of interest,
but evidently she did,

I know you want to know our plans for Fowlers, but I
know them mycself. We are holding up everyining until they arrive to
out just what they want to do, I have 1ad a note from —ate Chase

usg all up there for a meal and a card from Betty Shanhon asking us
all 1n for tea. I thought that Thureday w e would Just si&dy home; possibly
have immatterne over f h., rriday, bat in town, with EFrank meeting
Delos to b wes Prineeton Cla for sgquash if he cares to, elog ic
'ixing &t up for him to see a pi LOO, hen we could have dlnner in
town d per g a Cilty Music Hal

L0 See 1t,

1, L know mother

1

waturday night 1 thought we would just have open house
for our f riendes, iell Sternes, partnetts, walshee, wewsoms and o forth

to drop im, 1f they cared t« have cold drinke on ice and sandwiches

and cekes laid out on the table. (Oh for mother's lace cloth{) And Sunday

1f the weather ies warm we wa to go to Jones's Beach for some surf bathing.

we read ln the paper about pour serrific heat wave.
S0 sorry. We could use a 1ittle of Phat heat here as it is like Greenland




moet of the time, We kes Lk . thie g [ hate the cold
long for some heat, I do hopew ha i arm for vacation,

g Katle 18 tired. I think shs
doing too much and should > rest from opera, couldnt the fbue
get a cottage fomewhere, and g and just loaf in no lothes
heat wave endsy I dont think should be on the rozd in the
ie very foolilh. Mother, dont ; him do 1w,

No news about Briggs. fe answered yijy letter post haste
and wante an appolntment for Friday, but L wont write him until 1 Esax
Xrz@m talk over wlth Delos what Katle says about him being a crook,
rernape Deloe will want to call Nannine and get her opinion of the ol:u
boy. I think all those agents are crookes more or lecs, and perhaps he is
as honest asg any.

I hope he doesnt get any dates ror me until 1 have
the book finished, We have, rather., Dick is beginning ©#o press us for it
and I gsimply cant write with a distracted mind, It ig distracted enough
ag 1t is, for we muet find a new house, and then mc . Wy dont we all
find ourselves a nlce tropical island, where meals grow on treec and
cloéthes arent requlred, and just higrate there alktogether. Delog would
be happy 1f there was sea bathing and a foursome for bridge, and XxmEMX&
Merian would be happy 1f she could dig in the sand, and I would be happy
if T could do nothing but lle and look at the sky. (My 1lifelong ambition.)
I'11 talk it over with the Fo¥Wlers while they are here and see if they
wlll co-operate,

well, any how, 1t ie grand to have the Fowlers coming,

and now Frohman and Katle must do it next . it wouldnt need to be an expensli-vd

trip and we would certainly have a good time together,

So much 1ldve to you all, each and every one of you,

Oh I must tell you too, Mother's swain Don ie living out on hieg catboat
again and wants us to bring Fralk and Helen for a picnic. We will do it,
if 1t gets warm enough to make picnicing and ewimming & pleasure, At
present I want only to get into a fnr caeat.

If we decide upon the "at home" for Saturday night,
I'11l make Helen wear her evening dress, mother. I811 wear mb% flowered
chiffon, which ie floor length. And theboys can wear their flannels.

Love and hugg all 'rougd,
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