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1 never heard my father curse, altho' he had a sharp temper when aroused,
and sometimes I was the butt of it = - -deservidly. He never smoked or

drank = = =gxcept beer of

course, which he kept in a large ice-house which
t
he had build adjoining our house, We could go into the cooler right from
our kitchen. In that day, 1910 this was guite a thing to have on a 4 farm!
mostly a sheep ranch; hundreds and hundreds of sheepl My
"Sheep Kina" of Martin County, and his blooded rams
other farmers. We ate mutton until I qrew wool on my back.
On my pony, I had to herd sheep, change them from pasture to pasture,
drove flocks of them each Autumn to the stock yards in Welcome.
help cut off hundreds of little lamb tails. The month of May
imes lambing time. My father was a daily mid-wife to them.
1 artived home from school in my cart & pony, he would be waiti:
drive me to the Fast Pasture! (I was nine or ten) I want to
sheep.” I never asked what for, just obeyed.
We would drive over the meadow; here would be a swe
would have me stop some distance away, would get out with his
aive what assistance was needed, then to the next patient.
But sometimes there would be casualties; where we missed a patient
a knoll, or did not arrive in time. Then the hired men were sent
make a burial right on the spot. At this time in the Spring,
shearing time, the sheep carried a heavy fleece of wool,
Zbé&/im those day$ nothing was left to waste. After a sheep
dead some 48 hours, the wool could be pulled out by hand, but asks were

not at hand in that day. My father refused to do it; the hired man almost

muit% when suggested to him. I heard all of this and made my father

oropositions that if I coblld keep the wool from all of these dead sheep
until he sold the shearing=time crop of wool, and 1 could have the money
for all that I gathered like this = = - =1 might do it. He said go ahead,

And, what did I, a farm boy, buy with this hard earned money?

had spotted a gold signet ring in the Montgomery Ward catalog that I wanted




the worst way. My father snorted!, but I insisted,.
initial R on it. year that ring to-day, now out of
initial long worn ¢ and off, but the gold as bright

I'm afraid, Mrs. Lovelace, that when I sit down to typewriter,
I'm like a piece of knitting that starts to unravel,

What prompted me to write you in the first place was the main fact,
that your description in GENTLEMEN FROM ENGLAND of Winnebago City, the
country along Elm Creek, called Chanyaska in your book, was so perfect
deseribina the times of 1870's was so like what my father described of
his boyhood days that I was convinced that you must have lived in that
vicinity somewhere to hear about these times from your own folks, However,
I can see the efforts and the work that you went to, to gather much of
this material. Making a trip to Fairmont, to talk with descendants of
these early pionmsers. The many, many hours you must have spent in gathering

this I wonder how many, who raad a book

and effort that an author puts into such a work,

get into that ¢ yoard some time soon, what
would be of such areat inrerest to me, would be the names of some of the

-

Fnglish descendants you talked to, from around Fairmont, These names would

be familiar to me, many of them would be., Also, if you would tell me,

when, in writing this book, which particular area, vicinity, if any, you
wrote your story around.
I trust that this finds you in the best ¢ salt and that you

still keep up your interest in writing; I would like to hear from you again.

Respectfully & Sincerely:
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Mrs. Maud Hart Lovelage,

69 Highbrook Avenue,

elham, N.Y.
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CHAMBERS DISTRICT COURT
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JULIUS E. HAYCRAFT, JUDGE
FAIRMONT, MINN

Mrs. Maud Hart Loveless, #2.

LaCrosse to Winnebago City, on the iilwaukee Railroad, broke the

Journey forthe noon meal, I doubt if there were any eating-houses any-
where along this line at that early date, L1t would be my idea that,

if any one on the train had anything to eat, it was because they

carried it on the train themselves, It is possible that there was an
eating-house at one of the little towns. EBven today ths railroad is
backward. I remeumber of coming from LaCrosse, on this road, in 1919,

and with a bunch of lawyers, and, at the little town of Isinours,

lunches in a sort of a shoe-box were brought on the train by boys and

sold for fifty cents each. We all bought a lunch and ate it on the train.

r-3

Among those in the party was Judge Cscar Hallam, then of the Bipreme Court

I assume, and have so understood, that the Englidsh Colony bought
thei r lands in Martin county from the Milwaukee nailrocad Company. If
so, the money would have to be converted into United States money at
some time. i#hether the purchase was made and the contract completed
in England, I do not know. You, perhaps, have better informati on on
tiat subjeet than I do.

Lf you need Budd's History of Martin County,
I will mail it to you. It is, as you know, a small,
could be easily dispateched by mail.

I was thinking of you the other day and of the survivors of the
English Colony you interviewed. Harry Serle is in a hospital, at Fair-
mont, and has been for about three months., He has had some kind of an
operation and his condition is not good. Lenny Burton, the queer char-
acter you met, has been ill at his 1 s for some two or three months.

is condition is precarious. Mrs. Brour f Sherburn, with whom you
spent such delightful hours, is in Chi having jus t undergone a
ma jor operation. 1% begins to look as though you moved just in time
in this matter., WYWe will extend your kind remembrances to the persons
named in your letter.

Hemember that it will be a pleasure to help o in the matter you

have undertaken at any time. With kind personal reg in which Mrs,
Hayeraft heartily joins, I am,

Sineerely yours,

.~
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Lovelace,

Highbrook Avenue,

from Howard a few days ago te ing " his visit wiith
uT inouiﬂv as to the route from Wi bag 0 Fairmont

1 whether they came in from the es n Blue Earth
lo rth avenue. He e wished ;r} had cur old
lus. We have this atlas at our home and have two in the coun-
'urLcal Society. I, therefore, sent you by express one .f these

I sent it two or three days ago, but have not had time to write

You may keep the atlas until we ceall for it.

I have talked with °ﬂ|p those whose judgment is good, as to the
period in question, and we ¢l sure that the Englishmen came into Fairmont
from the north. There was "\d running practically due west from Winne-
bago to Jackson, cealled the son roﬁ: 1t is still called the Jackson
road., If you will look at page "a8 of 118 1L]1" the map of Faribault

¥

county, you will se is ad on the map. ‘ Ler going west out of Winne-
bago, it Jjogs rth about a half a mile. 17 then procesds due westerly.
You will find the L ;in county map on page 137, and you will find this
road shown running st Waverly post-office, Follow the rcad to a corner
“uiul of ,:-" pos t-office. Zfrom that point south into Fair-
mont. Unguestionably this is the route. This rcad parallels Zlm Creck,
being just north of it at all times and never at a greater distance, I
believe, Tl 3 mil 'me timber on Hlm Creek can be seen the entlire dis-
tance to t! orner nortd 4 ;oricug post-office, Irom the Hpricon post-
office you will note that the ad parallels the Center Chain lakes, These
lakes are but a ort distan west of the road. The timber on their banks
is plainly 1isiblf at all times,and the water of the lakes occasionally.

one mile

careless work done by the map maker as to Elm Creek,
ounty map you will notiece it labeled "Elm Creek" and
Blue Earth river just south and west of Wi

There is somi
In the Faribault
emptying into the
the Martin coun t“ MJy it is labeled "Chain #iver," and fart

ﬂlnit Creek.” Walnut Creek and Chain River gre misnomers. The stream

was originally known by the Indian name of Chanyaska river, It was later
changed to Elm Creek and was known as Elm Creek, with occasion:
aY

nces 1 Chanyaska river in the early seventies.

=1
5]
(61

On

eI

Another mistake on this map, and which might confuse youdif not cor-
rected, is the fact that Budd lake, socuth of Fairm is labeled mHallws
Lake, and Hall lake, the larger one next south,

You will recall that the house we sited, in

1

vi
ested, lies between Budd and Hall lak

I'h atlas in its entirety is
existed when it was gotten outim 1874.
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F airmonT, MINNESOTA
Oct. 8th, 1935.

Maud Hart Lovelace,
590 East Third St.,
Mt. Vernon, New York.

My Dear Mrs. Lovelacei--

I have just completed acquiring the information rela-
tive to Greame, Ela and "my late motherin-law" requested in
your charming letter of Sept. 24.

Greame Archer-Burton, single, came to fairmont in 1876.
He left behind in England his sweetheart, Ela Denne. She was
of a high class Kentish family.

In 1883 Greame returned to England, married Ela, brought
her to Fairmont. They remained here about 5 years thereafter.
The house that was their home is still here. Two of their
children were born here.

Fearing that there would be none competent here Greame's
mother, who never came to America, sent along with the young
couple her own cooke.

Ela died in Maryland sbout ten years ago, surviving her
husband-sweetheart only a short time. Both she and Treame
had inherited money but lost it all in a few years.

"My late mother-in-law" is a British whimsicality.
The person referred to was a Mrs. Older who ran a boarding house
here where Greame snd several other single English blades
lived for some time. Mrs. Older, in crude, hearty, Yankee
fashion insisted on "mothering" her lonesome, misfit charges,
and the%reciprocated by calling her "mother" or "mother-in-law."

Have had a couple of delightful visits recently with
Mrs. Broun who has fallen in love with you. She has spoken
of you on both occasions. Also saw “enny this evening, getting
from hi® much of the information given. He has been very ill
and is likely to pass at any time.

Assuring you that has been a pleasure to be of some asg-
sistance in this literary undertaking, and with kindest regards,

Most Sincerely Yours,

L ’
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'C‘hics;gjo, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad Company

Office of General Nothwestern F reight Agent
605-617 Metropolitan Life Building

C. L. KENNEDY
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE

Minneapolis, Minn., April 3, 1936

- PLEASE
Fg_?l—“‘ REpg
oV

FILE N0.7336—x

4
-

Mrs. Maud Hart Lovelace
69 Highbrook Avenue
Pelham, New York

Dear Mrs. Lovelace:

Referring further to your letter of March 4. An answer
thereto has been somewhat delayed in that it has been rather hard
to get information with regard to the operation of ths railroad in
1873. 1 enclose herewith a letter from Mr. Johnson to Mr. Haynes
in connection with the matter, Mr. Johnson being the Executive
Assistant to the President. I also enclose a copy of a letter from
Mr. C. B. Rogers, an o0ld employee of the company, who has given
some very good information, I believe.

The trains gt that time ran into Ramsey Junction, which
is three miles seouth of Austin. The Southern Minnesota crossed the
Minnesota Central Railway at that point. They have both since be-
come the property of the CMStP&P Railroad.

Should you require more information than is containsd in this
correspondence, please let me know and I will be glad to take the matter
up with the Secretary of the organization known as the Veterans of the
Southern Minnesota, and ses what I can obtain from them. The descrip-
tion of the coaches, the eating point, etec., is contained herein.

If at any time I can be of assistance, please do not hesitate
to call on me.

Yours very truly,
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Minneapolis, March 24, 1936

Mr. C. L. Kennedy,
Cit y.

Dear Sir:

Returning herewith file of correspondence originating with letter
of March 4 to you from Mrs. Maud Hart Lovelace of Pelham, N, Y., relative to
operation of the Southern Minnesota Railway in 1873.

I have made inquiry from some of the older men and find that
Sumner S. Johnston, 1328 So. 8th Street, this city, was then employed in train
service by the Minnesota Central By., which crossed the Southern Minnesota
Ry., at "Ramsey Junction" three miles north of Austin. Mr. Johnston says the
train referred to in Mr. F. H. Johnson's letter of March 17 to Mr. Haynes wes
running in 1873 and ran on approximately the same schedule for many yvears.

There was at that time a lunchroom just across the track from
the depot at Ramsey, butmne of the trains on either rosd made regular stops
for meals there, the lunch room serving largely people who changed trains there,
and Mr. Johnston says he believes Spring Valley, 25 miles east of Ramsey, was
the regular meal stop for the Southern Minnesota trains.

As to La Crescent: Mr. Johnston says the layout west of LaCrosse
was approximately the same in the early 1870's as now. Southern Minnesota
traing leaving La Crosse crossed the River and stopped at "Bridge Switch" then
on to La Crescent where they stopped to connect with the line to McGregor and
thence west to the end of their line.

The train generally consisted of 4 cars - a mail and express car,
followed by a baggage car and two coaches. The first coach was the Wgmoking Car"
and the second coach the "Ladies Car".

The coaches were built of wood with some metal reinforcing at the
corners. Were provided with open platforms at the ends with link and pin
couplers, and a considerable opening between the platforms due to the space oc-
cupied by the drawbars and links. The trucks were wooden frame with iron yokes
for the journal boxes and coll springs carrying the body of the ecar.

The seats in the coaches were of wood with low backs, about the
height of a common kitchen chair back, and had a pad cushion on the seat which
was removable, and a stationary padded cushion on the backs. The vadding was
made, also the cushions, from "curled hair®, or horse hair. Lighting of coaches




- D

was by kerosene lamps, either on sidewall brackets or suspended from ceiling.
Older type cars had the sidewall lamps.

The coaches were fitted with a small stove in which wood was
burned. Also a toilet room in which the seat bowl was open to the atmosphere
at the bottom, and a drinking water tank with a faucet at the bottom, and &
tin cup fastened to a chain. The smoking cars were also provided with a large
spittoon between each seat. Floors were bare boards, sometimes painted, and
the brakeman usually swept them with 2 common broom from time to time. The
windows were small and only single sash. Ventilation was accomplished by open-
ing doors and windows.

The speed of the train, and stopping it, was controlled by hand
brakes, and the brakeman's principal duties were applying and releasing the
brakes. It was also a part of the baggageman's duty to handle the brake on the
bazgage and mail car.

The Union Pacific Ry. had an exhibition at the Chicago World's
Fair in 1934 and 1935 of two coaches built in 1873, and I assume Mrs. Lovelace
could get full data and pictures of these cars if she would write J. W. Burnet,
General Supt., of Motive Power of that road at Omaha, or contact F. W. Charske
of that road in New York City.

I 3id not enter service of our Milwaukee Road until May, 1884,
but I did ride in a number of railway coaches in the early 1870's, and one
memorable trip was from Clinton, Iowa, to Denver in April, 1873.

If you cannot read this understandingly, will be glad to see you
at Room 10 at the depot any time, or if you care to call at my home at 2621
38th Ave. South, will be glad to tell you anything more that 1 can.

Am unfortunate in not being able to type this, but owing to hav-
ing scratched my left hand and getting infection in 1%, am carrying it in a
sling at present.

Qur old conductor, Michael Gilmartin, now living at Calmar, lowa,
retired after some 60 add years of service, undoubtedly remembers much about
the early day railroading.

Yours truly,

(SeD) C. B. Rogers

P.S. Seat cushions were generally made with red cotton plush tops and edges,
and canvas or heavy burlap bottoms. Color of plush varied with the color
ideas of different car builders. Sometimes the smoking cars had imitation
leather cushions and seat backs.

C.B-R.
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