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Jan. 3, 1952.

Dear sir or madam:

A few evenings ago Edna and I broke bread with the Fosters.
While there I was treated to a couple of your letters.
Frankly, I didn't like the flavor of one of them. 3Both of
them indicate a definite aberration.

It could be I suppose that the prospect of chucking your
job at long last and immigrating to Calif. has thrown
you slightly off your rocker. Well I would say that is
good. Very good. Calif. needs you. You need Calif,

I can see ya now, wangering up and down our beatitul
highwayg c¢lad only in a breech clout and with your hair
down to your navel and splashing sigms on our bridges and
culverts the likes of YOU ARE HEADED FOR ETERNITY: WHOA:
Yes, I think you'll be happy out here. But the time is
ghort. You must make haste, however ycu do that.

Edna wes recently honored by the Orange Library by being
informed that Msude's TREES was in and that she was to
be the first to have it. If you ever settle in this part
of the country I'll see if I can't arrange the same sort
of favoritism for you.

I was in Indiana in Oct. and we were in Arizona and Mexico
around Thanksgiving time, and I have just bought six more
acreg of Valancis oranges within two looks and a jump from
this address. That makes me 13 acres plus and I hope that
within another year I can retire Edna from teacning even
tho she seems to like teachb g and the money that goes with
it.

We visited with Gene and Anita that evening too, and if we
hadn't run out of booze as the time came for them to go to
the theatre I'm sure I would have wound up in the pit with
themeuzsingzs them and nursing a glockenspiel.

Love and kisses to you and your Maude.
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Nov. 30th, 1948.
Dearest Kids:

Mre, Bdgar is back &t work today and before we get too deep i he new
book .. which must now be finished .. 1 want to get a long lettexr off to you
both ebout the trip. I had letters from both of you today. Helen'®s came from
Pensacola and 1 am very anxious to hesr of jour safe arrival in St. Peters=-
burg. That will be goming soon, I'm sure, Katie's letter tells of her oveir-
hauling by the dostor. I'm so glad you had it done st 1last, darling. You
must take things easier and do Jjust as you're told. I'm so glad that both of
my sisters are in warm climates wherxe they can have the grest boon of the sun,

1 don't know how much my sketechy notes and cards told yon ahout the
trip btut it was really marvelous. I hope that this enormous interest in me
and the Betsy Tacys will be reflected in lots of book sales, My books have a
very steady sale with the libraries and thet is gratifying. But the book
stores have t0 resch the same noint before 1 really get into "the money."
However, the interest of the children in all the oities I visited was worth
more than money.

The westher favored me all the way through. 1 reached New York Just as
that famons blizzard was blowing into the middle west. While I was out there
I herxdly saw a snowflake and although 1t was grey and Novemherish, the air
wag crisp and delightful.

1 think I wrote you in some detail about the opening shot .. the dinnel
at the University. 1t was s sell-out; 500 librarisns and teachers from all
over the State. Other Mimnesota writers like lMabel Seeley and Carol Brink
gat st the head table with me but I was the only spesker., 1 wore the long
green evening dress. 1t went off very well indeed and 80 many spoke to me
afterwardas. I think I mentioned Helen Longeni, Marjon Standish, Doris Hannsa,

The next .day Marion and I went down to Mankato. e stayed with her
parents who asked Emma 0'Donnell to dinner, Such grand small town food,And
I wae allowed to get up early and get my own breakfsst a'la Mother. 1 took
Marion's to bed snd we hed fun. I didn't try to see anyone for I didn't
want to Bee one person and not another and hurd feelinge. But I talked on
the 'phone with Jah, Eleanor Iippert and Mary Wood, Sam and Daisy and meny
others. a3

Uncle E4 18. in very poor health and they are spending the winter in
Californis. ,'

In the morning Tom Bdwards and his wife took Marion and me on thé
mogt enchented ride. I wish you girle could both have been with me. Imagine
seeing Rapidan, Garden City, Minneopa Falls, the led Jacket Foad, the Indisn
Lake Roasd, Tinkonville. I'd forgotten how gorgeous the scenery in Blue
Earth County was, but part of it was ®o familisr. At Jones' Ford I conld
have walked right into the grove of trees where we Harts onee pioniocked, and
well 1 yemember one of our Old Mags balking on Pigeon Hill,

We went up on the big hill where there 18 now a real estate develop=-
ment snd I was invited into mne of the homes ... & stmning modern house
with a vpicture window from which we could see all the way to S5%t. Peter, and
at the same time we looked down on the roof of our Center Street house.

Marion and I got away about noon., Mr, and Mrs, Willarxd &are toth quite
frail. %e stopped st VWaseea to o2ll on Bill's sister and stepmother and
gsaw the besutiful mendion which will be deseribed in the book I am working
on now. We reached Minneapolis in the only tonch of bad weather we had on
the entire trip and I was so glad that Tommy Aldrieh, who was taking me to
dinner entertained me st the Radisson Flame Room so I didn't need to go oud
into the cold again. The purpose of our dinner was planning out my interview
for the following Monday,.

Thursday wes the talk at the St., Paul Library which was one of the
nicest events of the whole trip. The childrena' ryoom was packed. 1t was
lighted with candles in honor of "Early Candlelight.” 1 introduced Carney
to the children and they applauded her madly and she showed hex dimple. She
isn't very well, 1t's & nervous condition due to her grief and shock, and
the joyfulness of this occasion really helped her. I was glad. The children
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gave me a Hummel figurine filled with sweetheart roses, They also went thru
a8 little ceremony of carrying lighted candles around the hall and when they
blew them out they made & wish for me., Afterwards they almost mobbed me,
most 8f them demanding a book about Margaret, wanting Margaret to warry Tony
and so forth.One little Japanese girli from Pt. Snelling said to me, 'Your
teeth are parted in the middle,' After this very Joyful affalr Msrion drove
me out to call on Blanpied#, neither of whom is at all well, Winifred is
really quite 11l, We had a short baut merry visit with them., Then I went to
dinner at Rosamond's, Both of her children sare very nice, and getiing very
pretty. The next day 1 spoke at Jefferson School for the Minneapolis Iibrary
snd the Bos:d of Eduosrtion. Miss Purdie Jeannette and so many others wanted
the news from Helen. 1 was so glad it was so glamorous., By the way I toid
about your trip in all my speeches. And 1 think I'vé told you, Helen, tut
not Kathleen, that 1 gave two of Mise Neville's originals to Jefferson ..
one of them showing lMargaret where Betsy is telling her FEthel Brown stories
(out of Heaven to Betsy.) Afterwards Miss Molaughlin gave a tea for me in
her besutiful home. Margaret Greer was there, and so many of your friends,
Helen., There was & fire in the grate and it was very nice. The talk was
mostly about Bexly @Gsndlelight. Everyone wants it re-issued for the Cen-
tennial and I sort of think Crowells are going to do it. That night 1 went
to dinner &t Tess'#., She is the seme old peach and seemed very well, much
better than lest year, I think. Margaret was away but I saw her the follow-
ing week at Donaldson's. She had Eleanor and Fordie. They are about %o be-
come grandparents ... that's their biggest news. Fordie is encrmously fat
btut otherwise they are just the same,

Ann MeCartney Borrett "phoned to tell me that she had a red-haired
taby girl named Kathleen. Isn't that nice? She said she would write you,
Katie. Mary is married to Ann's husband's brother and living in Curtis
Falls.

Saturday was my big autographing party at Daytons. I had lunch Tirst
with the head of the hook department and lucille Babcook who is working in
their advertising department, There was a mob, of course, and the children
were 80 Very oute, Miss Wolfe of Strutwear oame in to spesk of Daddy, and
Doris FPewell and Matie Mullen who used to be with me in third grade, she
says. i remember the name and I'11 bet Bick will.

Thet night I went to the Gillette Hospital for erippled children
which hes B0 be seen to be imagined. I spoke in two girla' wards to children
in casts, suspended by ropes and pulleys, in bed, in wheel ghairs, on
crutchese, They all seemed to know the books and shouted with laughter ai
my stories., They pelted me with questions, %too.Une little girl, badly
crinvled with arthritis had all eight books beside hex. I've had a letter
from one of these children since I returned. I will never visit the Twin
Cities again without going out there. :

Sunday morning I armed myself with flowers., Haynes coalled for me
and we went to esll on his mother at the hospital, She seemed Just fine and
g0 did Mr. Powler who was there, He spends most of his fime with hey, Haynes
gsaid, Then Haynes snd I went to Lakewood but the office was closed and Haynes
conldn't find our plot. I told him that it didn't matter anyway; he could
take the flowers t¢ some hospital the next day and mother and daddy would
l1ike it just as well. But as & matter of fact liaghel took the flowers over
to Lekewood later. The cemetery looked beautiful. Kosemond went over on
Aymistice Day.

Rechel gave us a grand cozy dinner, of course, with eocktails pre-
ceeding. 1 had some flowers for hex, too. The day relaxed &nd rested me.

Monday was & humdinger., I went to Powers and Donaldsons .. just to
autograph stock but & few friends came in. Then I brosadesst for Tommy and
there were two people there from Mankato., One of them a Mrs, Tommy Jones,
hed been born a Bangeter. The other one whom 1 did  not know won the corsage
touguet Tommy gives away by lucky number at every hroadeast, and she in-
sisted upon giving it to me. 1 grabhed a mandwich .. had it sent up to my
hotel room, in fact, while I changed my clothes. Then MoQueens drove me %o






















Copy of ¢ 2t ter from Delos
S ] V ' Hexlco

63 Wyatt Road
Garden City, L.I.,
New York,

Jan.I, I953.

My Dear Allce;

You flabbergast ux ave never before had
a request ag you have made, and I tru never have
I don't ouite know how to answer it. B nswer 1t I must
to jJustify your trust. And I have a2 second reason. I am p:
to girls named Alice. I ha t name

You write, 'e1l me about her ." Well, I'll
certaln informa tion I'1l send you Who 'e Who in
It will tell you all z2bout whe he wasg born, and
was educated, though to tell the truth her educat
much as yours should bed, amd where she has 11 ved
she was married, snd what her daughter's name 1is.
enclosing a booklet from her publlshers ‘hat will
gsomething about her books.

There remains, then, for me the Job 11ing you

st enough more to make, 2s you put it, oy I:stin*
report. Do you consider it inte »tinﬂ that I
|?;s?ib1y the Joe in the JGt«y 1 acy stories? IL
© pin her down sbout her characters but the
I am Joe , or at any rate the model for him.
undoubtedly, will be a wife some day you may
my reasons for consldering her a perfect wif:
she hasn't a fault in the world, zand is very
more tolerant than 1 deserve, and gentle, and tnoughtful, and
always a great deal of fun. We were married very suddenly xk
agP 2t the start of the First World War., We were
for a year while I was with the United States Army
>, but we have never been separated since and I would
nave it otherwis=.

our presgent thinking continues we shall ghortl

after a few months---be 1living in “aliforni=. We hsve plcked out

a town. I whn t, however, mention it because our thinking “HUW"
change. We change some of our thinking, smrxrXam and our N8
smaller ones, quite readily. Only a year or so 2ago when we we
driving through the west we suddenly switched directlons anc,
for a fact, wound up in your city. Had lunch there. Afterward
we drove around for a whele and remarked to each other on the
very nice boys anc¢ glrls we saw on all siies. I still remember
one I saw as we came out of the restaurant. She was, 4 *uﬂt;
about II or IZ2 years old, with brown halr that had a reddish
glint, and sort of tainnish. OYer a blue checkered dress she
wore a wilndbresker. And she was readlng a book. It wae the cook
that flxed her in my min d, Lould she have been you about the
middle of the afternoon in [#arly May of I95I?

I won't say we'll returfy to your Las Yegas; bu
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i hope I'1ll have time to get this off to you. Things heve

o

.

been popping around here, and yesterday I never had a minute. Firs

off, witn someone iik.ly to look over my shoulder agsin end ageain,
I'll say you are my fesvorite. Second off, the eccleim of your daugh
ter continues. She wiii have her pic in the Nassau pesper todasy. I'll
be sure to get you a co =nd mail it on. The photographer came out
to the school yesterdsy s : into sction whilc Dr. Michsasels or
however you say it looked on and beamed. I think that the medsl
mede quite a splash in the school. Miss Jennings. naturally, wes
full of bounee &nd pride and Michzels, g&s I said before, acted as
though Merian had dbscovered a second South Pole. The story by
Merien in the Star Review I am enclosing, slong width the plece
from Tn= Tun. The Times als: inted a stickl. I say this less in
vanit. than in an understandably affectionate desire to Keep you
fully intformed.

I believe our routine is vunning smoothly st the Hou.e=.
W& nave had two dinners, both simple. Merian is coming in town
tonight ts go to Carousel with me. She will haeve dinner firee¢ vith
Stelle zt the Tiffin shop. Stells had planned eating out, and I
figured it was best not to chenge. I shall be at a union meeting
for most of the time @nd shzll probably Jjust be aple to meske tThe
date with Merizn, Informetion Yesk, Long +sland raldroad, &t
g:0%-

Loveii dnd love and love.
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SILENTLY TO BATTLEf

We go to war, and yet no song we sing
The soul to stir, the fee
To foreign battlefields. Do we require
A tune-smith's rhyme t ild the fire
Of courage? sed we strike the lyre

With phrased

to bring

4
T
n
v

In another war,

Against the Auto :

Our young Voice rang, our young steps surged
To ﬂg‘h" Dem-.: “rac

Of evil: and all n

To seek Self- Drrwmrﬂhon s urge.

Silently to battle now, though hate is keen:

We sang in Nineteen-Seventeen.

T'R("-‘F‘:':-'!-‘{--." from the October
Roark Bradford
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