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C- onant

WEST HILL MARLBORO, NEW HAMPSHIRE

July 6, 1962
Darlings,

What handsome gentlemen! I'm proud to be with them and
happy, happy to have such a memento of the rewarding visit.,
Thanks ever, and when you can get around to it, do please
send a print of yourself, Merian and Libby - especially do we
want you to gaze upon.

Your account of the weeks following is stupendous =
sounds delightful, even though L. and I stand aside in awe
of your being able to take all that traveling and visiting;
despite yogr talk of slowing down you are still balls of
fire, We were quite numb after the days in Phila, and the
320-mile drive back - don't believe I spoke for 2l hrs.

And to continue our =X talk about The Ship of Fools:
I found it on the whole an offensive book, small, mean and a
far more convincing portrait of the writer than of the human
condition. Despite magnificent technique and nuggets of
wisdom I found in it only sgperficial understanding and no
compassion... But Donald Adams said it much better in the
NYT which I repeat (you doubtless read it!):

"I have become impatient to the point of anger over the
extravagant praise that has been heaped on Katherine Anne
Porter's Ship of Fools. A skilled writer, yes, but in this
novel, which pretentiously offers itself as an allegory of
human life, an impostor. The cards are stacked and the whole

novel is poisoned by its writer's quarrel with life, All
human relations, including that of sex, are sub jected to a




profound distaste, Granville Hicks made the best gomment
sbout it that I have seen. He said that there was in it, for
all its insightspo sense of human possibility... That sense,
I think, is essential to man's continuance on this planet.
Eveny(book that strengthens or increases our awareness of
man'spossibilities is a help, bastard though he is, Every
book ‘that denies or denigrates his potential worth is a
loss,." (Personal aside sbout sex - the woman is either a
frustrated old maid or a pervert. Libelous?)

I can't figure out why technical brilliance doesn't make
a great novel, but I have just’ tead a great novel (to me)
that is technically ridiculous: Wuthering Heights. It's
savage, cruel and full of wonderful human passion, and quite
beyond analysis... But no more literary disquisition, please
excuse.

We have been sitting here on the hill surrounded by >
amazingly sparkling summer days, complete drought and freezing [
in the morning; LO dérees here and frost in the valleys. Ve
A few sociabilities but not so many as I should have made - =
I'11 begin next week and wish every step of the way that I
had Stella's and Merian's talent for food, to which I grow
more indifferent daily. Lunch today with the Williams who
2 remind us of you two in so many happy ways, Sunday supper
and bridge here with friends, and so on... Unsocial gardening
goes on like mad with some animal waiting to lunge upon
anything that comes up. L. has shot three porcupines,
trapped a woodchuck and scared a rabbit sky high, He hates
the shooting but we are now on the side of Mr. MacGregor,
not, Peter Rabbit, and consider Beatrix Potter a mamea& menace.

We love you, and I shall now take up the budget and the
hope of prying L. off this hill next spring; frankly I have
my fingers crossed but that pic. of the Claremont Inn stands
enticingly on his desk - with you two beside it, it should
have an effect. Our special love _ ﬁ_li ‘
A VN ARS
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October I5, I966.

Dear Bonnle,-

celve your 1etteIr.C&fl'rtbrﬁﬁ}t}ery%dmﬁqerf@@@ﬁpd, L %1% ]fo;r

great-graddfather, and must tell you how I came to meet him,

I had come back to Minnesota from Pelham,
New York, where we were living, to do research on a novel my
hushand and I were planning to writk about the British colon=-
1ets who lived around Fairmont, Minnesota in the early days.,
I brought Merian, our small daughter, with me and she stayed
with my parents in Minneapolls while I was in Palrmont. But
she and my mother came along when my father drove me to
Palrmont and on the way we stopped at Winnebago City where
Mother had lived as a little girl. She was anxlous to show
Merian and me her old home, and besides someone had told me
that a Mr, Henry Sherin in Winnebggo Chty had lived there at t
the time the Pritish were arriving and that he...llke my mother
...remembered them, (It was my mothers tales about these
romantic characters which inspired "Gentlemen from England.”)

1 met Mr Sherin at the hotel and he was a
delightful old gentleman, He dkd indeed remember the British
ard had wonderful stories about them, ¥xmskkevexhexdra¥ExkNEx
gtagexx Winnebago City was the end of the railroad at the
time the British were arriving and I think Mr Sherln said
ne drove the stage on which they proceeded, in small groups
and large, to PFairmont, If my memory 1s correct, he also
remembered my grandfather, especially hils funeral which was
quite an affalr because the 0ddfellow Lodge was in charge
and Grandfather was 2 Civil War veteran. All of us were so
thrilled and exclted and had such a lovely visit with him,
Later we tmak visited the graveyard and I remember Merian,
plcking weeds,HapEkIXFXIAXHREXEFEALE or maybe wild flowers,
as she sat in the graes on her great grandfather's grave.

You can imagine that you were not just
another 1liktle girl who had readkxmy books!

Now it makes me very happy to hear that Ihe
you still love Betsy and Tacy. One of the grea % rewards of growe
ing old is getting letters like yours from girls and young
woktem who grew up with the books., Some, llke you, are in
collegey some are librarians or teachers, some are married
and ralsing families. It is so very kind of you to write.




Yes, we are both well, both busy at our
typewriters. I have a small book out this fall, "The
Valentine Bbx", but it's not a Betsy-Tacy. It's adapted
from a short stéry I wuxmimxx wrote years ago which I thought
might contribute a 1ittle something to the Civil Rights
movement. FMerlan 1s now a free lamce writer, married to
Englebert Kirchner, an edltor. We go to New York every year
to see them unless they come here.

That may be one reason we don't get back
to Minnespta as often as we'd like to. I was glad to hear
the news you put in your letter, The Kerlan Collection at
the Unlversity of Minnesota, in the Walter Library,
has & collectlon of Setsy-Tacy memorabilia you might have
fun with if you are in that nk#ghborhood. So has the Blue
“arth County Hist8rical Society in Mankato. And how nice 1t
1s that you drive through there sometimes! The High Street
house was recently torn down to make more room for the
State College but the two little houses on Hill Street,
Betsy's and Tacyf#s. are still thére and havent changed mich.
I'11 enclose a map which the A,A,U.W, got out when they
celebrated a Betsy~Tacy Day, three Betsy-Tacyx Days, really,
back in I96I, That was a glorlous occaesion and a great
time of reunlon for "characters", Betsy, Tacy, Tib , Winona,
Irma, Cab and others were there. Since then both 1little
b and glamorous Irma have dled. "Tacy", I am happy to say,
is very strong and well, and st3111 beautiful! Her red hair
has turned white but she still has her sparkling blue eyes
and all Tacy's lovely qualities...except that she's no
longer shy. She's had a very happy life, A wildow now, but
two sons and ten grandchildren,

Do give my greetings to your mother, and to
the college friend who has memories of Betsy and lacy. And
this brings very warm good wishes fhr that senior year in
college and all that wlll come after it.

Affectionatelyn




b Ty b e
emont, California

September IO, IO6T7,

Dear Janet end Ellen,-

I belleve that after I recelved your
letters and the darlingz snapshot in New York, I sent you

8 card and sald that when I zot baeck to Clsremont I would

write you some of my memories of your family . I hsve
been back a lonz time now, but there has been mueh to
and I have been slow gettine at this letter, Plesce

f - § 4 "JVF-? e .

Your grandfather wes indee? "the 1ittls
boy named Tom" in the Lgtaey~-Tacy beooks, He wse a friend
JLMP my earlieet days when we lived én Kﬁx Canter ttrest
which I e¢all Hil)l Street in the storlss, c really did
say - Taet ‘¢ h- th ppeak ple lhk, and spoke ons o0 at ”1_‘(

h blrthdey party. ¥y mother never "Drﬁo' ‘'t because

sounded 80 cute. He cams to Benter Street (2111l Street)
e often becaucse hle Uncle Plummer Pltcher and W \.:

lived on our Yloeck. They were members of the Hi

't Club so often mentioned in the lstsr booke . i
closs

.
—

* Great Grendmothsr raca Pltcher Fox, was
. our

Perhaps you don't know thet your Grahdfath

s brother _eorge was “Jerry"” 1m "Betsy asnd Tacy
Uowntown." T don't 1ieve T n ‘1oned In the storie
that he wse Tom' e Lro‘“az. (You know that the Betsy-Ta¢
tocks are fact and flction 811 mixed vp.) He was the boy
who used to come to ses my o0lder elstsr Kathleen, (Juli:
in the booke) ani wslk home from school with
sinz beslde our oiﬂnﬁ. He was the one who vsed to =ive
"Tacy" and "Tiv" and "Betey" ndckles to get ue out of
the way..¥sjusExxsxsxxizsunsesnsl He was very zo0od to ue
11ttle nuleanees, and the whols Haprt famlly wae fond of
bhilm. Y& was 2 handesome boy, ass you can see by the photo-
zraph I =sm enclosinz. ( 101ry 11 got ellishtly bwulee
in storaze., I 2am =ivinzg it to you, if you eare to hsvse
alonz with the photozraph of your Great Grandmother

2ls0 enclosed.,) “eorge, after hP left Shattuck,

couth Amerlics to do some sort of work: I don't know wh
Je and Sathleen corrscponded for a few years; hsggsent
a 11ttle souwenlr espoon from Peru which Te now one of

tressures{ By ‘he time he returned from South Americ

]

ar

many years later, the “art family hsd moved to Minneapolie:

athlesen,whoc had been in Sermany studgdme sinzine, had

returned and was engsged to be married., You underetand that

'”*'rry” droppsed out of the ?fvﬁ'f(??“Fnr the first Orig, I

celleve.)The rest of wt I have t0ld you is reasl 1ife
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