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635 Robimn Drive
Corte Madera, Calif,
Dec. 19, 1969

Sr. Aloysius

Drishane Convent

Hillstreet

Co. Cork, Ireland

Dear Sr. Aloysius,

I realize I just wrote to you, but this
time I have a special request. 1 would like
to ask you to pray for Mrs. Charles Kirch whko
died suddenly last Sumday. CShe wus a lovely
lady who blessed the lives of everyome she kmew
="a loyal friemd and a staumch Catholic all her
1ife. A little over a year «go she vaid her first
visit to Ireland aloang with « lady friend of some

seventy yeurs standing. They loved Ireland and had
hoped to returm. I would like you to pray for her
now--for her gemtle, gracious, Irish spirit.

Buclosed is & small contributiom Ifor tae
convent.

Once zgain we send our warmest wishes To
you all.

Sincerely,
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Box 198
Ross
Dec. 1 (1'1)

Dearest Maud,

You were a darling to send that sweet wire
to gladden the hearts of all. Thank you mightily.

My parents have come and gone. I think they
were satisfied with the visit. The kids were nice;
they slept in our bedroom and as my father remarked
"It didn't cost even a wooden nickga." Ah well!
Mercifully they didn't remark on Rick's hair (which
is a tousle of curls, but not really all that long
at the moment.) I couldn't be sure if they hadn't
noticed or were exercising restraint (unlikely) .
Anyway, @ll concerned were on best behaviour. Dick
and the kids picked them up at the airport (I was
home basteing the bird) and Debbie came home hissing
that grandma said it was amazing "what a profusion"
of orgentals and negroes were permitted to travel
on a day like Thanksgiving. Rick thought this notion
guaint enough to be amusing and Joan was occupied
dodging kisses, she being still the avowed favorite.
Anyway, we have had many much darker times and all
in all, it was relatively benign. They really looked
fine, I thought. 7They are, alas, planning a new
move, this time to a place which has meals which I
don't believe could possibly work, but them no one
has asked me.

From Phyllis I learn that you've been on a
nephew visiting trip. I'm so sorry you didn't come
or go by way of S.F. Were you BEast as well?
Phyllis says your apartment is utterly charming.

Did you spend Thanksgiving with the Rouillards?
Or the Hogansons?

What are your Christmas plans?

We are going to Mexico City on Dee,




for Dick's two week vacation (all of us). I'm
certainly hoping that we manage to keep our tummies
right side up or out or whatever it is. I'1l warn
everybody against the roadside tacos that felled you.
Since the trip is the children's Christmas we just told
them apout it, though since we're flying on a charter
it has been set up for somex time. They are EmaXIEWX
cautiously interested. We plan to be in Mexico City,
Oaxasca, Cuernavaca, Taxco, Acapulco and Guadalajara,
none of which the kids have ever seen. Both R. and
D. are cuxrently taking Spanish which we hope will
be furth§§/by this adventure. <The only reason we
told khemx the kids at this point was (1) we didn't
want to have to lie to my parents about our whereabouts
and (2) R. and J. had been heard to mutter about how
they guessed they'd just put off term papers till say
Christmas vacation.

As to the kids. Well, Deb is about to be in a
playe. She's an erratic student. In a Great Books
class for the enlightened, literarily. Apparently
her spelling is a many-splendid thing which the Ross
school system has not previously encountered. She
reports that when she spells, it is like Joan getting
on the wrong bank of keys in her typing class and therd
goes the class average. Bhe's very happy, generally
though.

Rick is very pleasant. Has dropped half his
classes for one reason or another. He now reads—-
Ibsen plays, 0'Neill, Gunter Grass, Proust,--just
for fun——and college catalogs. The trouble is he
doesn't seem to understand that immediate performance
bears on admission. Oh well,

Joan pines for boys to notice her. This afternoon
she started a gynastics class to mould her figure.
She never studies, absolutely never, “pent last night
trying to do a cartwheel. Got a D In history, A's
and B's in the rest.

It's been raining, flooding really, around here.
Poured the whole time my parents were here. At one
point the flood siren sounded, which as far as we
can tell means to stay put which we were happy to do.

Dorsa was up here for her f ! y
--a surprise party which was appggggﬁL? 90th birthddy
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Wednesday

Dearest Maud,

We loved our visit with you tool In fact it was in all ways
a sentimental journey. The children lapped up Hollywood--even Rick
whom we expected Lo be over and above such things. He announced
that he guessed he'd just take a semester off and "work on things
in Hollywood." That was on the way home on the plane and it hasn't
been mentioned since so I guess I shouldn't start packing his socks
yet. The female lead (17 and an old married lady of two years standing)
took Joan aside and told her that if she wanted to get married at 15,
no problem at all. The only thing, she said, was that if she waited until
she was 16, then she could get her drivers' license and there wouldn't
be so many groceries to lug around. Walter Matthau kissed Debbie and
pronounced her delicious which news she has been circulating wherever
she thought it might benefit her. That was about the size of it, except
that we liked what we saw. They have finished shooting now, on schedule
and on budget, we hear.

Your apartment was so cheerful and soft in the twilight. What a
delight! I'm so glad that you are working hard.

We have certainly managed to spin our wheels one way and another.
I bought a dining room table finally after much maneuvering to have
when Bob and Phyllis were here and then the people decided they couldn't
part with it. Things like that. Time consuming, though that's most
probably an excuse.

I know you're looking forward to Merian's visit and I hope you're
planning yours up here. We are!

Next week Joan is probably going to get her Senior Life Saving
certificate and Rick is going with another boy and seven (7) girls
to clear brush for a camp for retarded children under the auspices of
the American Friends Service Committee. When I asked him what he expected
to make of that 2 to 7 ratio he said, "Oh well, the girls can clear the
brush and we'll spend our time fending off the girls." 1 hope everybody
sees it the same way.

Joan is still sigh-tempesting around over boys in general and one
elusive character in particular. ©She did manage to bring him home today
and then complained that I didn't say much to him so how was I going to
figure himout at that rate. I told her, which was true, that everything
that popped into my mind I rejected on the grounds it was incriminating,
such as, "I understand you washed your hair yesterday, John." 1It's very
trying being a mother as you kmawx well know, Even the dog was flustered,
gstarted out on a walk with Joan and John, turned around and came back.
Dick pointed out that she (dog) will no doubt find it hard to adjust to
a son-in-law or brother-in-law or whate¥er it will be to her when the
time comes.

Enough of this nonsense,




Your trip sounded lovely!

I hope that your eyes are not giving you any problems. You looked
s0 splendid that I can only feel everything is basically right with you.

Do let's keep in touch.

Fondest love,
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Saturday

Dearest Maud,

Our beautiful plant arrived the day before the girls got
home and I had lots of time to try it in various locations. I
adore rubber plants and this is a particularly handsome and sturdy
looking one which I'm confident will thrive even with our care.
Thank you so much. It was darling of you!

We absolutely love the house. Dick picked it out as probably
I told you in an earlier letter and originally I wasn't that excited
about it, but now that we are in we are all mad abcut it and the
neighborhood, which is green and peaceful with lots of dogs and
pussy cats about. XaXx The house seems just right for us--even a
dog door for Blackie. The girls' rooms were medium dingy when we
moved in but Dick and Rick gave them a coat of paint and we got the
girls some bedroom furniture which they had never had. (They had <
had twin beds which we got at the Salvation Army when we were first
married.) Amwayx Anyway, Joen is now 18th “entury Italian, give or
take a couple of centuries, and Debbie has a canopy bed which she
refuses to get out of . Rick has a new bike, his o0ld one having
been stolen a few months back at the apartment, We gave Dick one
for his birthday and the two of them plan an exploration of Ross
tomorrow. The area really gets to me. The first morning that Dick
went to work from here he reported that he ssw a horse and a Dalmatisn
taking a walk together--no bridle, no rider, just a couple of friends
out for an airing., Joan's friend Pam spent last night with us and
Pam commented that "This place is just like Garden City." ©So, please
do come and put your official stamp on it,

Another thing that happened was that although we don't yet have
pookcases so that we can unpack our books, I did unpack a box or two
Jugt to make room for us to be, and those lovely yellow magnet butter-
flies which you had given us turned up. Id' been looking for them
ever since we moved and they are now right back on the refrigerator
where they belong.

Our phone is (415) 454-5888.

How are your skin spots coming? Are the treatments still as
frequent? I'm glad that youtre back with a doctor you are used to
and have confidence in.

Please forgive this paper--nothing else has turned up except
the coffee papexsx filters which is even more bizarre.

The escopw on 8th is supposed to have closed on Friday, and
we certainly hope that it did! We're doing as you suggested and
having payments made to a bank.

How is the book going? I like to think of you looking out on \li
that lovely garden and writing. Is your apartment relatively cool? | |
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Please come and see us all, rubber plant mncﬁggﬁﬁhile, Fondeé&




Wednesday
Dearest Maud,

You'll reaslize, of course, that our letters crossed.
My first reaction when yours came was to pick up the phone
but I eventually decided I do better, you and I both do, with
little black words we can punch out. My heart aches for you and
ny first reaction was one of outrage over both situations—--the
eyes and the book, which of course I identify mightily with.
Your instinet to plunge into work on another immediately is so
right and sure. I feel certain that the book will work out, but
editors and agents have to be inventions of the devil., Ours took
one (1) year to answer a vital business letter recently (recently?
can a year be recent. At the moment she is six weeks late in
ruwplying to a letter which stands to cost us a grand. If th
paperback place isn't notified about the Kot ch movie 6 months
before release they don't have to pay the grand. Also the producer
needs the name of a public relation man at the paperback place.
And no word out of New York. I mention this only beecause I think
it's important to relaize these people are like that, gt1ll, X
think it's very important that you let an agent send the book out
for yous. You have other things to do. What one editor says is
totally irrelevant and I certainly wouldn't start meking revisions
on that basis, or any other until the publisher that's going to
publish makes suggestions that you agree with. Tea which is the only
book Xhakx of ours that made any money as a book was declined by
several publishers who e xplained just what was wrong with it and
why regretfully they couldn't see their way clear., The agerix movie
agent on Kotch took me and Dick to dinner when she was in LA, oix
years ago just before the book was published and explained that really
there just wasn't a movie in it, and we must be realistic. We--Dick
really--kept saying, but what is the harm in trying???7? Yes, we
must be realistic, and realize that they are a2 bunch of apes, mainly.
I worry a little that Nannine may be a bit out of the mainstream, but
then I certainly don't have z more positive suggestion, ziven our
experience. In fact, we have even wondered if our agent is stiol in
businesse.

I have , thought about your eyes which I know you will reject
but I want to just voice it anyway. Would there be any harm in
seeing another eye specialist? I know that you are very loyal to
your doctors and I've heard nothing bu good about Bell, but just as
in every area, it doesn't hurt to get two opinions, just in case there
is any remedial action that Bell might not have thought of. I just
feel that the crisis isn't going to occur as outlined. My record with
intuitions is lousy, but still I feel it strongly. Nevertheless, yes,
I certainly think you should discuss the situation with a neighbor,
Is there a central switchboard or a bell or enything, just so that
you can feel secure that you can easily reach out i Wi a
neighbor even. I'll bet that something.like that,igﬂigﬂiiiggﬁtU1th i)




exist could be rigged by th phone company. They tried to sell

us all sorts of outrageous equipment when we moved in here, tying
the phone to the doorbell, I seem to recall, but the thing is I'm
sure there is an easy solution here andone that would make for peace
of mind, a loud bell even, a buzzer. I've sort of forgottem the
location of your bedroom in redation say to the adjoining apartment.

We are all extited at the thought of a San Francisco visite.
I'd much rather, though, that you stayed with us. Think about i#,
please. I even promise to mop the floor and clean the oven. If
you visit Emma in San Joge we could come and get you on a weekend.,
(I still don't drive in the eity, or for that matter far afield, and
we still have the little old car, but Dick is vastly competent
evenings and weekends). I really feel deeply the need for a visit.
Apropos of which we have an almost immediate plan. Though nothing
is ever absolutely certain that involves a day off work for Dieck,
it's our plan to come down the weekend of the 7th of March, stay
.over to watch the filming on Monday and go home Monday night. Dick
and I discussed last night my going down a ®ew hours early and having
a nice old-time visit with you and then all of us getting together.
Let's hold the right thought here and see how t hings work out,

Even things you're not supposed to know anything about I realize
you give me the right advice about--like for instance investments.
After painfully messing up things in the s toek market last year I've
come to see what you told me long ago—-buy mutual funds and forget about
ite I feel the need for refurbishing, Maud style. Among your many
contributions on earth is the sense of well being you give everybody
around you, the faith and the courage and the good common sense, thoug
it annoys me that you have that too. Your life has always in a way
seemed charmed and I believe it will continue tk be so. Never mind
symptoms, statistics (sitistics, Debbie thinks they are), agents,
you and I know it's going to stay that way.

I'11l write or call onee we are sure of when we are coming and
if in the meanwhile, it seems time for a visit up here, we would
be delighted any time.

Meanwhile, we all send our fondest fondest love,

tn
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Dear Maud,

Thank you, thank you for that lovely wire which is now
pinioned to our yellow refrigerator by one of your yellow butterflies
for all to see. It is nice, isn't it? Since this thing has been
grinding along for more than six years now, it's sort of hard to
believe that apparently yes indeed they are actually filming. We
hope to get down to watch a day of it, which if that becomes a reality,
you'll be hearing.

I just heard on the news that there was a large earthquake
in the L.A. area. Does your beautiful apartment have any cracks?
I hope not!

Have you heard from Dorsa in a while? We haven't, not since
Christmas. I wrote her and hope she's okay. I know she was
planning to go to Mexico for a time and maybe she stayed on longer
than she planned.

We're all perking alonge Debbie is in plays and is now taking
a cooking class. Rick did a really good job with a history class
where he was in love with the teacher, otherwise getiling straight
B's, which he doesn't seem %0 see isn't strong enough to get him
anywhere., He's much more outgoing with kids now--takes off in the
high hills. This weekend, which is a four day one for the kids
he snnounced that he plans to go to lMendocino with "some guys."
We hold our breath, of course. What else can you do? Joan longs for
a boy friend acceptable in her sight. The ones that buzz about she
rejects for one reason Or another. Dick is working hard.

Do you have any idea when your book will be finished. I love
thinking about you working, but still I wish you would pay us a
visite.

We had a sweet letter from Mrs. Rush. I sent her a picture of
Debbie and she wrote her too. (The other two kids didn't have
school pictures which she had asked for this year) .

I've got to get the stray socks mated up or else Blackie
and I are going to be in the doghouse together.

=)

Fond fond love always,




lec. 159
Dear Maud,

By now I hope you have learned where all the lgzht switches
and generally got your bearings. How do you like your new
Just fine I'll bet!

gadly trying to wind up Christmas before the kidlets
froa acaool this Friday--ugh!

Yesterday we got the tree trimmed, or rather the kids did,
aidg#d by Pam and now the girls sit amnd admire.

The girls in our house are painting the kitchem. I'm not sure
whether to be grateful or alarmed, but I might as well wait and be
surprised.

My sister, who, I think I told you, has had a struggle financial
Just made & 25 pramEx thousand dollar profit om a sk
husband bought years ago. Isn't that nice? So they
in Seattle, etc.

ve bought a new

4

There is a faint faint L:lmnce that we might come down to the
cabin for a couple of days after Christmas, in which case we'd plague
you on the way. Anyway definite ylhﬂb will have to await Dick's
schedule, but we do have the bee imn our bonnets.

1

8 gaining wEEik weight--ugh!--after all that
into & thistle for sure. Other than that
quo, I guess.

I don't think I've written you since we had Dantschi, Dick and
for dinner ' Dantschi and Dick were couming nnywuv and Bert
just hdp-'ﬁ“u to be in town. They all seemed in very good Ul?lua,
hough I uo“'t think that Dantschi approves 9f coming so far
It doesn't phase us, having been used to Califormnia dista:
-
think t 2 re appalled. Anyway, it went .aJ_L, I thought

seemed to have a good time. Bert said that Meriam was fine,
didmn't gi me any details I could pass on.

I talked with Dorsa not too long ago and she seemed happy
much as u*u;l Young Dorsa and her husband have separated ain and
getting a divorce, but "hoping to remarry j

basically. We'll ,‘]u;s'
f .f’\:) J'IOU- e I C*ﬁl“t ;',irll:}r'—
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Dearest Maud,

Here it is tea time and a nice quiet free hour when we
should be consulting face to face. Alas. However, as I tell
Debbie about her spelling, go forward and do something about
it!

You were dear to send the Kabuki clippings to the girls.
It made them suitably nostaggic for show biz days.

I'm pleased that you mainly liked the flick. We did too,
though 1 certainly agree with you about the letter. We told them
originally (4 years ago) that we thought the end was weak but they
left it intact, which we probably would have too, writers being
maniacally attached to their work. Well, anyway.

I can't, just really can't imagine your having to write a
aisagreeable letter. There must be & super disagreeable type
who deserves to receive it. I hope that whatever it is is over
with so far as your thinkKing about it is concerned.

This is finals week for the children. Rick has done nothing
£x (0), Joan makes a mad sprint for the end of the semester, but

has been generally dutiful, and Debbie works herself to a froth
everyday. ©So far she has successfully resisted all attempts to
teach her spelling, however., Joan 18 doing very nicely in her
French and works after school for the teacher, which is nice for
her. The teacher has her make up the tests rfor the first year,
etc. ©She has given up all the bad apples from last year, which
is also nice (smnce that seems to be my word for the day).

Tonight Debbie starts a new improvisational theater thing,
in which she'll be the youngest in the group. I hope she likes
it since she needs sometning that's going well for her, Claims
nobody dances with her, etc.

On February 2, your prayers are needed for Rick's draft
number. I am under the impression that this is also James Joyee's
birthday, though I haven't checked on that, but if it is I take
it as a good sign. Rick asked me if he should phone in that piece
of information to the draft board., I told him they would want to
know if J.J. was registered. Rick thinks anyway that I have it
confused with Ground Hog's Day, but all I know for sure is that
the lottery is on Feb. 2. S0 please....

We had a nice Christmas card from Merian. We don't send
them, but I do think about people warmly ror whatever good that
is.

How are your eyes? And you generally?

My father they decided not to operate on, which I was well

pleased about. Meanwhile my sister and Uncle came down._ They
had a visit anyway, though my sister was upset that Grandma




told her sgain how dreadful her children were. It's queer that
she puts up with it. Well, whatever makes them happy.

We are very excited about the caper with Bob and Phyllis.
Have I told you about it? We are meeting in Carmel--Pacific
Grove for the weekend. Isn't that nifty? I just hppe they
won't getx snowed on the top of their mountain.

I try to work, but it's so slow!
How about you?

Our other problem with Rick is that he would like to be off
for a rootless suumer, Iflaating around the country with some boys.
Wwe would much prefer that he got a job, though whether he would
reaily be capable of one I don't know. I badly feel, or what I
mean is I feel that he badly needs an anchor, but then what parents
think is sauce for the goose....you know how it goes.

Bpeaking of proverbs, old wives' tales, etc., the little
boy acposs the street whom Joan baby sits came over the other
day holding what appeared to be a bird's tail, saying I put
salt on it and it comed off. I had to confess he had better (or
worse) luck with that than I ever had.

Well now, people are beginning to go sniffing about for
dinner. But remember please, what we need is a good high number
for December 22nd. I don't feel that the army is what Rick needs
and I know Rick is not what the army needs.

Please write when you can--it's really the only way we can
stay in touch.

Fond love from all,
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her asking her ¢
for them to dri . eattle when they
and my mother has a
2ll, I take a
> al Also as they know, the g
- 1s parking area and they are always very
oncerned about damage a car. Oh well! Anyway, I didn't mean to
get into all this. What I am really interested in is when you can home
ready for tea and gossip! (If I were to guess I'd
parents might have in mind July since that is when
to take vacations. I'll keep you posted.)
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John is a thing of the past, adding a bit of same to Joan's
otherwise xxmmEENtX predominately innocent career. Others buzz around
the edges but they don't have the class, the style he had, according
to her. I have to admit that he was a precocious fifteen year old!
She and Debbie have committed Love Story to memory and they go about
sigh-tempesting for an hour or so after each moist reading.

Rick got his hair cut the other day (he had to for the Mexican
thing) and promptly went into & decline, akin to Samson's. The barber
must have said samx something. He refused to be viewed and put himself
to bed at 5:00 and has been a bear everg since. We were all going to
Carmel for the Memorial Day weekend, but it seems that no he is staying
here. HmXmx Kids! He's been so nice for so long that I am mmxxex ill-
prepared when he reverts. At least they don't a2ll fall apart at the
same moment.

Debbie still aims to please (somebody has neglected to tell her
it isn't in these days), but feels unsure of herself in the Ross group--
probably would anywhere. She's as tall as Joan, has braces on her
teeth, her generally disheveled look and customarily dirty fingernails.
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A boy called her a couple of Saburdays ago at




she was busy .
“l;y kick-the-can

for that? When she hung up sh aid, he didn't have
can, unuh. It's useful to have a xxg\sxsXExx nubile _
guess. dJ. checks out boy potentials with HlCi, who surprisi -
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information. They have worked out their own Richter scale

lerian and Bert are practically on the way. We
yet, but would like to.
We've been working, off and on. At the moment I'm off
iscouraged. I1I'm ¥EX Qﬁllﬁ“u@d that you're on.
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wgency. He hates it (moos
ag reading 5143bes now.

aga
sel

L
e

=

says you are having back troubl Are you okay now?
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Joan is doing well in French and claims wants to go to
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unmarred by regrettable incident. She says she has
finally decided to pursue the divorce from Scott and
to get some money and move up here. I really do think
she'll be happier. Of course, she keeps saying how
happy she is.

We've worked frightfully hard on the house, which
everybody loves. I painted the bathroom, the woodwork,
the hookcases we had made for the books and records.

We had a skylight put in our bedroom to improve the light
and had it painted white (same reason). We took the

old carpet from the hall and had a pretty blue and white
tile put in. And the old threadbare davenport from the
office has been recovered. A man propped up the fence
and the girls picked out curtains for their rooms (very
fluffy and Gone with the Windy, they are too). We even
pXantex hesitantly planded some little plants, which,
though it would surely come as no surprise to Mrs. Rush,
are not thriving. Anyway, the doorbell now works, the
dishwasher is repaired and the dryer and we have a feeling
of accomplishment, even if it is just physical. What

I'd really like to be doing is working on something, but
I don't feel very confident.

Are you working on the Ireland book? Do you feel
good about it?

How are you feeling? How about the skin problems?

I'm really very sad not to be able to gossip with
you. I realize, of course, that you mustsave your eyes,
but sometime when you're feeling rested and have & sliver
of time, do please let us know what is happeneéng.

Do you ever see the Robbins family? I've wondered
how they are so many times.

Have a lovely peaceful Christmas, as I know you

will and when you are your church on Christmas Bve
think of us at midnight mass in Oaxaca on Christmas Eve.

Fondest love,

Ly
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Friday
Dearest Maud,

I was so happy to hear from you and to hear that you are
feeling better! Also what great news that you feel up to writing
short pieces! I know what satisfaction that brings you. I'd love
to see the newspaper piece if you have a copy.

0ddly enough I've been fooling with newspaper things too lately.
One was pablished in the Examiner here but no pay. Now I'm trying
to figure how I could be more commercial with the rest of them.

Rick meanders through school with a mazy motion. In the
normal course of things he would be graduating, but he has dropped
too many courses and hasn't got his major organized, ete. so he will
have another gquarter or two to go. We just hope that he sticks with
it. One problem is that he will be getting rather old for under-
graduate life (23 next December). Afiyway he behaves nicely to every-
body these days which is at least half the battle., At Christmas he
was quite involved with a young lady who wanted to get married and
have babies and he kept sighing and saying things like he certainly
hoped he didn't do that right now., He has always had a tendency to
get involved with emphatic women, Deborzh who met this one said she
was very determined.

Joan has been doing much better this year at Stanford. She
geels popular and is doing okay with her classes. She's been keeping
company lately with a young man from Seattle, but it's nothing serious.
Sort of brother and sister with a little something more. Anyway he
sounds stable and nice. She also has a nice open girl friend. Very
positive and loyal. Just what Joan needs. Joan has signed up and
been accepted to spend next year in Europe with Stanford Abroad. If
she goes as planned she will be in Florence for fall and in Tours,
France, winter and spring. At times she seems t0 change her mind
and think it's too leng. So we'll see. She still comes home, but
not as often. She calls frequently though, and of course, she couldn't
do that if she goes abroad., ©She is very good at getting little jobs,
it seems, This year she has been typing the Stanford paper. She
makes money enough to buy the jazzy clothes she is so fond of.

Deborah has been having a very lackluster time of it, chafing
to get out of high school. ©She has a very easy schedule this last
semester but instead of taking advantage of the extra time to do all
the things she claimed she was going to, like learning to play tennis,
etc. she just sits around and mope It's clearly time for her to
be off and running, but I would Begl better about it if she got herself
organized before she encountered the strains of freshman year. I had
been planning to write you and ask one of my celestial favors: when
you are saying prayers, please ask that Deborah go toschool somewhere
where she will grow and be happy. She feels that is Radcliffe and
only Radcliffe, but I'm rot so sure. She doesn't seem suberbly
enough organized for that environment. Anyway, 1 Wlsh you would
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do a little concentrating that she and the schools make the right
decision., In two weeks she'll hear from Stanford, but we really
doubt that the girls belong together at this point. They are very
competitive., Preliminary indications are that she will be admitted
to Yale ¥ (The schools send out ratings in February and she received
a "likely" from Yale, which means 95% will be accepted from that
group. Radcliffe gave her a possible, which means 33% will be
admitted.) Bﬂrkeley has taken her, but I think that she wants to
try going away. Anyway, there must be a right place for her in the
world and I wish you would be her patron salnt for the next few
weeks. (The eastern schools mail their decisions April 17th.)

Dick and I are fine, Office politics get scary fromtime to
time, but I suppose it's forever thus.

Blacks (the dog) is fine though she has cataracts and is deaf
now. But that has its compensations. She can no longer hear thunder
which used to devastate her.

I got a St. Patricks Day dinner Wednesday--Irish soda bread
Llrish stew, and colcannon (mashed potatoes with cabbage mixed 1n5
t was fun. I would have loved to have you with us.

Joan comes home tonight for a week (spring vacation).

¥mxiarenx My parents are healthy but my mother is very fretful
lately.

Are Merian and Bert going out to the Island yet or is it too
early in the season?

Keep writing when you feel like it! The companion sounds like
such a good ideal

I'1l let you know right away what happens schoolwise with
Deborah., Dick can't imaggne what we will have to talk about once
the topic of colleges is settled. It seems so many years of effort
are beamed on it.
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