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MERIAN KIRCHNER
36 GROVE STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10014

WATKINS 9-7891 q -2 3 - i
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Jearest Mama,

I guess T won't try to write a long letter toda ¥y although
T do owe you one again, because T have a busy day coming
up...but at least a note to 2o with your T“NP”AT“P“, which
T will take right along to the postoffice. (Rert has

a long piece in the TA IK section, T think I wrote you
about it while it was in progress, I think it's very
fine. )

I was terribly sorry about Ebifa. TFven though she wasn't
well, T had the feeling that she was still getting so much
out of life, and giving so much...she was the kind of
person who should have lived to be about 12 0, And as
you say, she was so tied up with so much of our lives.

A rath-r strange, cold letter from Ann, I t?gﬁ;%t...not
cold to you, but in the feelings abouf her mother that
came through in it. ell, we know there are reasons for
that, if T'm wight hat a very strange, complex family
story that one was!

My cyst came out 0kK,, but the splint 2 simply
frightful nuisance and won't come o°f till next Mondav...
because the operation had to be postponed from last
Tuesday to last Thursday

it least, the postponement enabled me to work at the
polls on Trimary Day, which was last Tuesday, and I had
felt kind of guilty about scheduling the operation
for that day in the first place. They were really
2lad to see me at the club when I showed up all in one

piece after having told them T'd be in the hospital!

e had a fairly serious challenge for the district leadershiop

up and up and up...serious because they got = ery well-liked
man with a big following among the old-timers in the
community to run, and sent out an 11th hour mailing

vith some silly and inaccurate charges against the VID

from the old De Sapio organization, which does keep popping

thit we had no time to rebut. But we won auite

handily, and just from the looks of the peopnle on line
1t the pnlls, 4+ would gay that the new 1p_tn—?ﬁﬁye="—ﬂld
voters may have saved the day for us. I hone we prove
vorthy of their confidence.

Nina Colahan has reclly a nd truly sold one of her three
houses, the one she and Chuck lived in, and the word is




thit she has definitely decided to =ell the other two.

A11 thres Pair Ha real estake agents are involved
with her now, and she is driving all three of them nuts,
to say nothing of her tenants!{The people who have been
renting her other rental house for the pagt several

years want to buy, too, just as we do.) The price she is
askin ‘or our house right now, according to RHose lLarsson,
is absolutely ridicnlous, I'm not sure we could bring
ourselves to pay it even if we could arrange financing
that would make it possible for us to do so. But we

can be pretty sure that at that price, it's not going

to be sold during the remaining weeks of this season...
not even if all three real estate agents actively push
it, which T don't think they will...so we can postpone
the agonizing decision for another winter., It's really

2 funny story, as long as one retains one's s«

humor, and I will tell it to you in detail when I write

a longer letter.,

s T've told you, we want to stay on in the house this
year antil the second weekend in October, a nd T've been
trying to get Nina on the bhone this week to get her
0,K, T really think it will be all right, it would be
juet gratuitously nasty of her to say no, and on the
personal level, she has alwa ys been very pleasant to us,
So if all goes well, T will be going out along on

Priday the lst of October, and Fert will come along late
the following week when the Conference-Workshép is over.
\s an emergency number for me in Cectober, take Rose
Largson's: 516 JU3-5617.

Thank you for the check — I got Bert a beautiful
aports shirt!

Tom is arriving tonight from Princeton and will go to the
Tgland with us tomorrow.

And T guess T'11 make this all for now, and write a longer
letter before T leave for the Island next week,.

Fey, have you developed the pictures we took while I was
in Clamzemont? T am eager to sce them,

ILots and lots of love ~_

WMe el
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MERIAN KIRCHNER
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April 19% 197%

Dearest Nama,

FHere's another Tnnovation! It is following so fast on the
heels of the first one because it took Eert quite a few days
to get me extra copies of the first one, and this one is
right on time. It comes aut about the middle of every month,
except for two months (July and December, I think) that they
skip. I ‘think the NASA article is very good and funny, and
the illustrations are absolutely hilarious. And you will
notice he's on the masthead, under Editorial Staff and
Creative Board (the latter is their subtle way of indicating
the more important members of the Fditorial Staff!) Also

he has a 1ittle piece in the "Talk" section., You should look
for those every month, most probably he usually will have
something.

I'm also enclosing St. Luke's programs for Good Friday and
Faster. The 11:00 Faster service was so beautiful, an emormous
procession with banners old and new, and one of the new ones

was made by the kids at St. Luke's School, bright yellow felt
with two doves on top, a black one and a white one, holding a n
olive branchy and lettering that said "SATNT TUKF'S CFVTILDREN
PRAY FOR PFRACE."

T'm glad if our Easter flowers helped you a little bit, T can
just imagine how hard it is for you to get through that service.
it is so very emotional, with the trumpets and all. It makes
me want to ery, too. We just have to remember whait it means,
and believe and be glad.

I thought St. Ambrose would go overboard on the new liturgy!

I hore T ean get to a service there the next time we're out,
I'm really curious to see what it's like, although T don't
think T'11 like it either. T guess T have heard the form
you're using once, Tt must have been three years ago, the
first year of the trial period, “t. Luke's did it on
Thursdays ih Lent. I went one week, and the changes were
pretty drastic, though I can't remember that they changed the
wording of the Lord's Prayer, for Feaven's sake! DBut as I
told you, there seem to be three different versions now, and
the changes in the one we are using are real'y miniscule. And
the reasons for them have been explained to us so carefully, I

really don't see how anybody could mind, We are getting new




prayer hooks, you know, so We Wen't have go @n juggling with
booklets and c .rds and mimeographed slips indefinitely.

Ve were told that ours hadn't come from the printer yet, and
if you don't have yours either, T guess that indicates that
the same printer was doing them for allthe Fpiscopal churches
A¥X in the country and was late with all of them, whrich is
rea lly kind of funny! But the powers that be had decreed
that we all had to start using the new liturgies at the
beginning of Lent, so we are improvising.

Do you still have Morning Prayer at St. Ambrose, or doesn't
the new liturgy provide for it? 5t. Luke's being so very
Figh Church, we never had Morning Frayer anyway, except for
the early, early matins that were probably attended by

nobody but the nuns., All three of the regular Sunday morning
services were Mucharists, and still are, of course. And some
of the responses in the Euch irist that I think will be new

to Low Church people, we had been using all along. TIt's all
very complicated.

And what have you done with the rayer for the Whole State of
Christ's Church? I seem to remember, in that Lenten service at
St. Tuke's three yeairs ago, it was eliminated entirely and
replaced by a long, long litany kind of thing. What we are
using now is basically the same old prayer with some minor
changes, and T must say I like it better. The most importaht
one is that instead of praying for "the minds and hearts of
all Christian rulers", it's "all leaders of government," or
sometting like that, which is certainly much better. Maybe

in the 17th century all the rulers who counted for anything
were Christian, but that is surely not the case today, and it
2lways seemed a2 bit ridiculous to exclude the Hussians and

the Chinese and the Ieraelis and the Egyptians and so on!
(Thieu is a Roman Catholic, as it happens, but Ky is some kind
of a Puddist, and he certainly needs praying for,)

A

And, how do you like the Fxchange of the Peace? (TI'm sure your
form has that too - actually, it is the most drastically new
thing in our form.,) I hope you like it, because Daddy would
it's really going all the way back to the early church, and
it's emphasizing the Christian fellowship that he always thought
wags 80 important. The way it works at our early service, it's
very nice, the priests come down from the altar and exchange the
peace individually with everybody in the congresition...there are
orly maybe 30 or 40 people there. At the later services, with

a couple of hundred people, it's still a bit sticky, the priests
come down and clasp hafds with the people in the first pews and
they are supposed to kind o” start passing it back.,.and sverybody
is kind of looking around in an embarrassed way, trying to

decide who to clasp hands with so that it will get passed back

all the way and nobody will be left out., And on Faster Sunday,

of course, there were lots of people in church who probably

hadn't been there since last Faster and didn't know what it was
all about and were just totally baffled! But we'll get used to
it.

L]




T hone T'm not repeating myself all over the place in this

liturgical discussion, I remember T w rote you a little bit
about it at the beginning of Lent, but T don't think I went
into so much detail,

RRER is still at Harcourt Brace, I know because I talked to
Nannine last week and she promised to telephone as soon as
she got words And T will telephone you, whether it's good
news or bad., I must say I'm feeling hopeful, XX T think it's
just got to be a good sigm that they've kept it so long, but
I know we mustn't count unhatched chickens.

Yes, we thought Steve's son's piece was awfully good...and no,
Tom doesn't know him, the law school is pretty much of a sepirite
entityand an undergraduate wouldn't be vefy likely to know a

law student. T wish we'd known Steve's son was there, we could
have gotten them togefher and Tom would have gotten some good
information about law school...but it's a bit late now, with
commencement next month and Tom pretty frantically busy. Fe

has decided now to forget about law, at least for next year, and
go to Princeton for comparative literature. Fe's going to
Germany this summer on a fellowship...only two candidates from

ar

lew York State were accepted, so it's really something.

¥ have lots more to write you about, but nothing that can't
wait a bit, so T'l1l stop now and get your magazine off. ind
write again later in the week.

Lots and lots of love -
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