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When I wae vready to begin work on the novel, my

ausband and I left our home at Lake dinnetonka and moved

nto a hotel In B¢ Paul for the wlnter., Durin that winter
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now saw it with xi® new§ eyec. Mendota took on a chara
impog2ivble to dercribe,
The following winter ve moved %o Hew York and

salle I wae wriiting the fimirhxg finsl draft of the book
I continued my research in New York City. I found ¥innesota
material in tae wonderful New York Public Library. 1 found
coctunes and furniture o my period in the mucoump, Of
epeclal help was the American wing of the lMetropeolltzn
Muceum, EXXXNUXEARIXNXsExEExgExERExExxitxxzeyx ¥y hucband

go there with me and there, together, we fumnlshed
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Dec, Ae the book neared the end atopped goin
Ennie=gxx gthead of writine four or {lve hours
my hablt, I wrote from mornlng untll nlgat. For

time I had found

country where
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