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New Richmond,
Jan, 4

Dear Maud and Delos:

1t does seem an interminable period since 1
saw or heard from either of you, and I've greatly missed
you both, I've had it in mind to wrlto you from time to
time, but uncertainty as to where the letter should be sent
has extln, uished many an impulse, I definitely got tired

of the newspaper racket two or three months ago, and
guitted Minneapolis in favor of New Richmond, Here I plan
to do some writing,.

One thing I like about my new life is that

for the first time in years I've had an opportunity to do
a little 1 3 The other day I received a u)hkLJﬂm =nt of
new books, outstsnding among which were "Early nLeL1rnt"
and "Pettico Court." I haven't yet got to “PP ticos
Court," but lcPt hight I completed "Early GanoeLLint" in
a single four-hour sitting., And I must say, Maud, old dear,
that I was en;ranced with it. I suppose I was in the 1ideal
state of mind to receive it, because last summer I had
amused myself visiting all ti ) which you used. I
had hunted up Fountain Cave (wltn ccﬂ»1~=LnLE: difficulty);
I had been on the site of the Pond Ca”lﬁ; I had, of course,
been all over Mendota and 110t Kno and Fike island; I had
traced out Pig's Eye Pﬁf“Ont' movemu the ground, and
had been around the site of the second r‘_rﬂhlﬂn to the
‘“*T1+01y near the Robert Street bridge; had sought to

set as close as possible to the probable spot where the
two Ojibway shot Nika, Red Bird's nephew; 1 had even gone
over to the ravine in Stillwater where the Kaposia Sioux
slaughtered the St. Croix Chippewa, and up above Anoka to
find where the Lake Calhoun Sioux, with their allles, had
fallen upon the Mille Lacs ””lp”e“a All these spotse had
greatly appealed to my imagination, and I had many times
sought to reconstruct the old happenings as I looked at
them., Imagine, then, my delight at finding that you had
nicked out all my favorite spots, and vivified them with
a treatment of rare delicacy, insight, and accuracy. The
use of detail I thought superb; the sad part of it is that
only someone who had spent several days reconstructing
the history on the ground would ever know how really
careful and exact it was., As nearly as I could detect,
ygu left the historical mood only when you m&de Sibley a
present of a 1little romance with the voyageur's daughter,
My recollection is that Sibley married Franklin Steelet's
sister, and I assume that the romance with Dee is pure
invention, Am I rlén in that, or did you get your lead
from some poseibly obscure biographic material on Sibley?

any event what I mainly want to communicate

1 was Sorry you weren't

in the noved.
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24 fecond Avenue,
Pelham, New York,
Oatober I4, 1932,

y dear NiFe

I think 1t wae charming of yoa o [} o
to me, and I ocan’'t tell you how inter sting 1t wae o

from descendante of my oW ajor Bllee, I count him
of mv pereonal friende,

Your great grandfather 1ie mentioned 1n me
of the contemporary RERRKEXEXX documente which 4 gtudied
vefore writing Early Candlelight, He wae commandant at XEX
Fort Snelling wher the Pond Brotneyre came and hle name
scoure often in their writings. “ajor raliaferro, the Indla:
agent, refere Lo him 1ir hie sutoblography or diary,
Featherstonenaugh, (8o =our abou moet
word for the Blireer in hle invaluable

Your grandftther, ae you are
sublishéd hie reminlecencer in the Tinneent
coolety aquarterly, I[f you ere familisr with them, you muet

rnow how much they helpe e in reereating the 1life at

0ld Port Snellinc, He told me 1etaile altout housefurnletlngg,
smueements, 1

I eould go through my novel gbth you and polint out pit after
bit which wae ruggeeted by lLnefe memoire,

am swfully amuesed at your 1ldea that |
we, Bolee might be ¥ajlor and Mye, Blire, Your mother naf
right to be indigant, for every contemporary reference Lo
Blieres 18 plear nt, an 1f I had put them into my ©tOr
should certainly have made them 89, I aseure you that Mowri

and Eva rre entirely lmaglnory.

It might intereet you, however, Lo know that
in rereading my notee tnken from »1op Blice'e memoire (after
rece'ving your letter) I find plumd in the midet of them

thie cuery put to mycelf, “Why not a child at the Fort?

Undoubt dly that wae the 1ncwﬁticn of 1ittle Mowrle,

[ wonder if you would mind 1f mailed your
note on tBE th snnesotn Hietorlcal focliely 'he recearch
workere there would be dellghte o know of tae sdditional
Bliece material and micrht wmant o pul gome questione to you.
nf couree I ehall walt for your peram gelon before putting
them in touch wit O ,

If I ehould ever be in Erie, I'll not fall $o

an eo on which were ¢ xactl mat + neede Lo ZNOW,



vall myeelf of your permiesion to call
treasuree, f golng to be 1iv
I*!il’) L-.-h' _Bp{:'.-‘! '{ir:r at T_i_‘lr'x MNeaw
¢lance at the map showe

near Lrie, fome dav, ho

an fFEe vour
Philadelphls on Novembes:
‘entury Club there, but s
1818 that lnego not take n

' : eve I wil1 be in your neizhbore
hood, L feel Bure, .
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Miss ELLEN DE WITT
510 WEST TENTH STREET
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA
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