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i EPER _OF THE SCROLLS
By Delos W, Lovelace

ONE

Every Cabbath Eve the Pifteen set a dependable Brother
apart to rouse the Community for the first .itusl of each of the '
following seven days,

In thanke to Goad who, among countless wonders, had made
the Community this ritual, handed down from genern®ion to generation,
wag performed at dawn, The Brothers celled thamsﬁ.vda the Sons of
Light, Th ir zeal had been enoush to c&istllish Priests, Masters,
Brothers and lovices on this barren platesu beelde the Salt Sea i3
ang to malntaln them ther., apart from other men, for more than
a8 hundred yesrs but 1t was not enoush, unsided, to bring them 2ll
80 early from warm pallets into the dark, often biting cold,

It had to bs a dependable Erother who was set apart and
o L @dabe

for this geven days the Awakener wes Jared,
o 4 peme 3sd
g pdge-adbong-biasjow but no one was more responsive to

the Discipline and certeinly L« was blg enouch to sound a rousing

vTnetn,



blast,

He sot up in the pitchy sarknees, looked towari the cave
entrasce snd caught a glimmeyr of 1light, His fingers found sandals,
groped for the Awakener's long trumpet an, closed stlffly on the
@0ld metal. Shaking off a 1ittle sleep with every step he got
out of the cav, which was one of many in a line of eroded cliffs}
the younger stronger Brothers elept in them, He gsoerambled down
the oteep incline to the stony plateau and looked eastward,

fie had risen in time, The horizon was only & thln
l1uminous ridvbon but on the far slde of the platesu the low
bulldings of the Community were becoming vielble and beyond and
below them he could cateh a murky glimmer of the Sea,

Darkness was laessenins even on the desert and looking
into that dim sterility stretching sll around Jared paused with
the trumpet helf wer to hle lipm, The Book sald that great loses
had told sples to brinc beck the frult of this land which the
Tribes had found after the Wilderness and that they had necded a
pole to carry just one bunch of grapes pleked at the Brook Hsehol,
Jared wondered, Had this now barren land once been so abundant?
The Chaste Opa thought the sples might have found the grepes in
an ossis, He shook hie hesd, It was beyond him,

He brought the trumpet up, His 1lips shrenk from the
fpizld mouthptool but he drow a lang braath, pregsed flrﬂly and
blews The rolllng gummone whinh rer 8o long had roused the
Brotherhood to work and worath buffotcd ths cllfrn and roboundod
rrom.ths buildinga acyose the platoau back into the caves, shndowy

figures ,rupted from cave entrences, One or two psused to ghout
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He satxﬁffin tha)pitcfifﬁa?ﬂﬁess, lg9oked toward ejcave
entrance anafégight a glimmerng light, His und saﬁhala,




into ad)acent caves when sluggards did not erupt, Ellgnee was not
gnforced until after first rituel and after work assignments for
the day had been glven out,

Jared blew a sacond summons to warn the last laggard,
then procesded in long strides, the rest followling, toward the
rendezvous in tho courtyard of the Communify, Aerose the plateau
the Fifteen came into sight, approaching the courtyard from thelr
side in a slow procession, thelr lack of speed emphasizing both
thelr dlgnity and thelr welght of years,

"Cold! How §1s you menage to get up?"

Jared 4ld not need to look to know that the newest
Brother had spoken, Hie name was Heber, le wae blg, lumplish, go00de
natured and almost always talked without thinking,

"I hardly slept,” Jared sald, The whole truth would
have been that he had had the Awakening on his mind,

"I waked up a time or two, I guess I was worried, I am
accused again,"

"What e it this time?"

Haber wag forever belng asccused of some lapse from the
Discipline, That wes harsh and ite penaltles severe, The rule of
ellence forbade unngcessary speech all day; and even when epeech
was pormitted no Brother might talk before another had finished,
Hor before his rank sllowed, Nor might any walk naked before the
others, Nor gossip. Thy, rules went on and on, A lesser one sald
no Brother mizht even doze in a genersl Assembly, ans Jared

suspected that 1t was such an one that Heber had broken this time,
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"It 1s charged thot I replied with a stiff neck,"

Jared sobered, An engry retort might separaete a Brother
from the sacred food for as much as a year,

"Is the charge true?"

"Oh, I A41d let fly. He had used my mattock and brousht
it back with the edge spolled, But I caught myself when I had
barely begun,"

"Did you need the mattock soon?”

"That very evenins, I had no duty, No reading to ny
Ten. No extra prayers, 80 I was golng over to Aln Feshka to
help the new family,"

The Fifteen had permitted a famlily to settle on the
oasles to the south where specisl food was grown, In normal times
permission would have been denled unless the mon had been
approved for Brotherhood membership, These, however, were not
normal times, Romans were pillaging erom "an to Beersheba, The
family had besn plllaged end 1t wae partly in merey that
permiseion hed been given, althoush a promlee to help with
erops on the oasis certalnly had helped,

Now that was kind of Heber, Jared thought, to plan
to help the farmer on top of a hard day's work,

"Explain to the Overseer,” he sald, "I doubt you'll

' be separated from the food, He'll think up something hard, thoush,"

Heber, eaplly consoled, chuckled, They both knew the
Overseer,

Jared slowed down, They were getting near to the
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Fiftesn and s decorous pace an, soft gpeech were enjoined, Hg
called & guarded, "Not so fastl!" to Heber who was ploughing
ahead,

Beyond the courtyard, to the laft, rose the Bcriptorluu..\-:l-ﬁ"‘ ¥
It stood out bgcause it was two storles highand flanked by o
wateh tower, In it the Scrolls which gulded the 1ife of the
Community were stored and, when worn illegible by devoted hande,

Teourt ¥ mg
repalred or copled, Jared useelly was ssebened come ﬂuty here and
he looked at the bullding with possessive pride,

Hardly less impressive wes the Assembly Hall where
the Community ate two meale a day, Both were spare but both
were events, The first one came after & morning of hard work,

The second, in the evening, was a ceremonial oeccasion, To partake
of 1t one must have cleansed :::;igﬁﬁiith a lustral bath, put
on fresh garmnnteJani even purified one's thoughts,

In the Yet dinm courtyard the Fifteen reached thelr
appointed pleces, The Priest of Aaron stood in front of gveryone,
tell, humped rather than stooped and with a heard which was
ellky snow in daylight but now was a long mauve shadow tapering
below his zabede sirdle, The Overseer, sturdy but much shorter,
ctood Just behind, as was his right, H, was in charge of gvery-
thing not in the spiritusl dominion of the Priest of Aayon, The
others of the Fifteen stood next any then the Senlor priests,
including the Chaste One, long Jared's gulde and mentor, Jared
ploked out his thoughtfully bent old head, H/$ would be paying

as many now were, The Chaste One was one of the prieetly Sons of




Agyon, ‘

The Sons of Levl stood next, only a little lower in
rank for Jehovah had told lMoses that the descendante of the third
son of Jacob should bear the Ark, Great Moses himeelf was
descended from Levi, Behind the Priests stood the Masters who hag
passed probationary tests and were eligible for all privileges,
These included the most compaetent copylsts,

Behind yhe Magters stood the Brothers, divided into
Tens, in one of wﬁlch Jared took his plsce, Each Ten was led by
its appointed Prlcntﬁiill were facing east,

The night was ending, Across the Salt Ses and beyond
the hills of Moab massed clouds were darkly erimson, The narrow
luminous ribbon along the horizon had widened and turnod pink,
Fingers of light reached out Frem—the-pibion and iﬂin the rim of
the sun rose into esight,

The murmured prayers stopped, Arms were flung upwani,
and sllgnce was broken by a chant in which everyone Jjoined, The
Brotherhood had no chorue leader, None was needed, Day after day,
yeor after year, in bad wea'her and good, they had joined in thie
chant to the rising sun, The chant, new Brothers were told, had
been handed down from the first generation of the Community, Jared
had known it since he was four, le threw back his head and h's
deep volce Joined the volces which rose and veemed to sweap scrose
the Salt Sea to Moab's purpling crests, seemed to 1irt the arc of
sun until 1t rounded into a circle and at last soarsd free into
a sky now ablagze with color,

The Priest of Aaron eried out in & hizh brittle volce:



"We thank thee, O Lord}

The Brothers took up the thanksgiving,

"We thank thee, O Lord}"
"We thank thee, O Lord}"
"We thank thee, O Lord}"

Yhey prostroted themselves, Young Brothers fell in one
bols curve, sure of thelr strong arms, 014 men creaked to knees,
to palms andonly then fell flat, When they stood up young Brothers
made it in one proud surge, old men in a vheezy reversal of thelr
descent, Upright again, they all waited with heads bowed, the less
plous increasingly aware of the morning chill and ahlq’;rlng
ineide their thin gamments toward the waxing, waming clrele
overhead, v,
The sun now was whitening the robemw which had been msuve
in the pre-dawn light, T he Oversesr's robe swirled llke dpifting
snow and his wlepy beard qulvf‘rad sg he trotted purposefully

forward, e muet now @seign the dally tasks, spd—even—the-younsent—

fluttery, pompous little man who seemed no wiser and no sbler
than many others but all haed come to klu;szgnt his devout purpose
never faltered, Some of the Brotharhood were dedlcated to prayer,
somé to holy learning, some to the adoration of the Lord, some

like the Chaste One to loving kininess, The Overseer was d,dlcat«d

Newes,

to keeping the Community tight and tidy and woe to the mas who
. S Pk ey o
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hand and directed, assirzned and dlspotched with such vigor and
pesslon that each man hurried eway in almost alermed obedience,

Heber was told to step aslde and worry rushed back into
his fece and he looked towary Jared who nodded encouragement, Jored's
own turn came,

"Jared) Patech the Watch Tower roof,"

Jared had hoped to be sent to the Seriptorium or the
Library, ae usual, but he had learmed not questlon the Onru:ar'n
asslgnments, Desides, he knew that patching the Tower required
both s'I'rcngt.h and gitlll and not 8ll the Brothors had his share
of them, Moreover none had his deep interest in the task, The |
Chaste One 1ived in tha Tower, For the Chaste One's comfort he
would pﬂtcl‘ avery crae r;::onc would leak a drop)

He seb off at a run but before he reached the Tower
sllgnce fell upon the stone bulldinge, the courtyard and over the
whole barren plateau, It would hold until after the evening meol,
Jared took this daﬁong hush for grented, even 1iked it, Not
because 1t was peaceful althouszh many of the older Brothers found
it e0, For him 1t bglonged to work, learning and thought,

He climbed the Tower's spiral stalrway -mpt%nuded to
survey his task before he went for the ssphaltum, That stuff for
patching lay beyond a crumbling slope off a hagardous, salte
gncrusted shore and he would quﬁfham making
sure how much would be needed of the brownish clots which bobbed
so mysteriously out of the strongely Yduyant calt Ses and flooted
80 handlly upon its surface, He pushed back the tm%oor. climbed



onto the roof and looked for cracks, He found plenty, The
Ovgreear was always right,

Standing for s moment againet the parapet Jared looked
over the desert, Whwnever & Brother climbed the Tower he was
supposed to do thls on the chance of turning up a dlstressed
traveller, Ald to distresced travellors was & Community duty,
There wag none in sight but Just below him nine score Brothers
were scatterins out scross the platesu and beyond to thelr
assigned chores, In a cement-lined pit one group would soon be
turning huge etones, grinding grein, In a low shed others would
be making pottery, Brothers were heading for the kltchen snd the

dyor's room, Several were carrying water, The squeduct which

emptied
brought water from the hills ¥mEaxx into & half dozen reservolirs
DM;M o Wil Ay

to serve the commmlty'a&nutﬁ.for baptisms and ritual washings,

Up in some of the cavee Brothers would be reading, OQut
of epach Ten one wae always, in his appointed turn, searching the
Eeprolls for enlightenment and wisdom, The rules raquired thet
the Law be studled without interruption day snd night, And at
night the stars, also, were studled,

Hasters were turning toward the Seriptorium and Library,
A prieet was walking along the Mall in preyer, The Chaste One had
disappeared} ha would be on his way to a fevorite rock where he
liked to esit whlle he medltated or worked on & commentary, The
Fifteon were goins into the Assembly Hall to deliberate on their
special concerng, The Overgeer was smons them, That meant he had
finlshed with Heber and Jared, a 1little troubled, searched the



loandgecape for the plodding figure of the sinner,

He found Heber, mattock on shoulder, heading for the
cemetarys In that streteh of send and rock between the Community
and the Sea more than a thousand Brothers slept, A rough headstone
stood at the south end of each burial moung‘m a footstone at
the north, Interred thus gach Son of Light, on that Resurrection
Day which the Brotherhood confidently awaited, would noturelly
ariese facling north and northward lay the blissful next world in
which all would be mede right by the lLord's hand,

Thh Overseer must have scoepted Heber's explanstion and
haa imposed no worse punishment than stralghtening headetones
and clearing away the prickly desert growth always esccumulating
around the groves, But big, lumpish Heber's good nature would
be stralned by the sssignment, Moreover he was timld of dgath,
He was eleo timid of 11fr, Jared cometimes thought that fear
of both had brought him into the security of the Community,

To the south the cemetary ended in a breakneok ravine,
Thie was dry now but in rainy sessons 1t was fed by yeters Crom
‘the hills and for daye lts brimful reging torrent swept boulders
before 1t on 1ts way to the Salt Sesn, Impassable at such t!.mz__‘
it was formidable even when dry, It bounded the Community on the
south, The other sldes were enclosed by a low wall, no defense
at all egalnet enemles but enoush of = barrier to keep the
Brotherhood's fow sheep snd cattle from straying,

A long walk beyond the ravine Jared ecould glimpse the™
casle and low house of the famlly Heber had thousht to help, Here



stock pastured when zrass was good and wheat, barlsy, flax, bpans,
peas, leeks, mandrake and garlic were grown, Sometimes, for old
appetites, l,ttuce and melons were gro'n, too; but not ~uch of
the scanty, Tartile acrgoge could be spared for luxurles,

Jarei'® gaze came back to the Community's pough stone
structures, limestone-paved courts and low walls, They lay
peacefully under the morningz sun, Of course the Sone of Light,
preservers of the Covenant which the Lord ha, Made with the
Chosen People, #1d not expect to be at peace slwaye. Somg day
they would be called to do battle with the Sons of Darkness, But
that was in an unforseeable future, The Community wee seldom &hreaten-
threatened now by enemies, Bandlt intruders, after a look at
secanty provisiona, nude dishes, crude toole and worh apparel
usually left in somethinz llke apology, taoking nothlng, Hore
the Brothers, all goods shared, worked and worshlpped in amity
and sllence,

The roof was full of creeks but Jared decided that a
single load of patching stuff would f111 them all and, thankful
for that, got baeck to ground level for s ghovel and a ﬂh—\""
mouthed—jer, Along the Sea's edge he found brown blobs aplenty,
Shouldering a runw clambered bsck over shale and sand

(O hira b
and back up to the roof and stuffed every crack, The Chaste
Ong would not be disturbed by drip or draft, Not even the
Oversesr could find fault with this patching,

Sure of a Job well done, Jared took a last look for a
dietressed traveller, butmww only the sprewling,



sllent, busy Community, the only home he remembered,

® # % % @

"We are of Hebron,” his father had gals on bringing
him, "My son's mothor is dead there of a fire in her belly. Now
I am hired to guard a caravan back to aqabs4_3ut 80 small & boy
lhbulé not take that hard Journey, If I do not come ban&lat
him become one of your Brotherhood,"

Th, Prigst of Asron, quicker then with decislons, had
looked around for someone to find 8 very small robe and mantle
and an unoccupled cave, He had had in mind a young PErother but
the Chagte One had stepped forward and thereafter had watched
over the Community's youngest ward, and never with mo'e lovinge
kindneee than when Jared scrembled 1n lonelinese from hls cave,
wonderinzg when his fother would come back,

A boy of barely four could not know that even with luck
one needed many days to Journey £:=; Agaba and return, and that
usually the luck wse bad, No one travelled in the heat of the
day and mever at night, By night whet eseem:d < at firet glefice
maprs'y shadows turned into hummocks end holes which tripped even
surefootad comels, Toward dusk an axasperated caravan mester
usually told everyons to find as tight (for warmth) a hollow in
the sand as he could and try to sleep until dawn, But when the
caravan got back on the road groaning heatts an, creaking geer
called so lowdly that there wes always danger of a charge by

=
robbors from behind t.m-::-% dune,

Jared never leasrned whether hies father has survived guch



hazards, No word ever came,

"Do you think he will be here tomorrow?" he said when
time for a dozen journeys to Agaba had passed,

"You. father is in the keeping of the Lord who cares
for a11," the Chaste One sald,

Ln;nncu continued to welgh Jared, Years later he
wondered if, when hls body wes smsll, 1t had not held o
lonaliness hepavier than sny of the boulders tumbled aslong by the
raging torrents in the ravine,

"Do you think a leopary ceme at him off a tall rock?”

Before rolling up for the night in hlg mantle 2 small
boy at lgsast once had heard elders in Hgbron Qhl and Ahl of
leopards that came off tall pocks, of llons that poared out of
the bush, of plunging boars with long tusks llke sleckles, of
wolves slashing, whirling swey and slashing agein,

“"Your father would be on a horse or camel, A l,0pars
would be foollish to try to go thet high."

"Do you think a 1lion ceme roering out of the bush?"

"A lion woul, not live after leaping against the great
sword your fsther carries,”

"Once I heard my father tell how 2 boar came plunzing
with tusks longer end sharper than slckles,"

"A horse or cemel will outrun a boar,”

ycan they outrun wolves that glaesh and whirl awey and

slash again?" '

"Wolves would need to slash your father's whole

caravan. In thet there are twlce as many men as you have fingera



and toes,"

Jored had wriggled his fingers and the toes poking out
from his sandals, That many, twlce over, he decided, ought to
dprive off lots of wolves,

"what does slashing mean?"

The Chaste One hed chuckled and sals he would explaln
later; ans by stages Jared's welght of loneliness gﬁﬂﬁﬁizgﬁfﬁif"
It increased agaln sometines, He would be busy with work, first
set by the Chaste One but, as he grew older, by the Overseer, At
work he would have forgotten loneliness but then he would look
south and that emptiness would bring it back,

After a long time, whlle he grew at such a rate thot
the Chaste One gald he could never declide whether hle charge was
getting blgger faster then he was getting taller, he had laess
and less time to look south, Now 1t 1t was adwsss the Overseer
who set hle chores end the (Oversgeer seemed to have no tpouble at
81l fillinz gvery daylight hour,

"The boy 1s doing well enough,” he sald,

"Very well for one so young,” the Chaste One sald,

Jared's firet chores, not badly done by even the
Overseer's strict standarde, had been small, He swept pathe
vlear of pe‘blss that the Overseer fuselly complained made rough
going for old feet, he raplaced broken sandal thoﬁgs,r%;ziﬁeﬂ
out of the way discarded pottery, He had done increasingly better
at patching aqueducts and reservolrs, Then he had besn a sturdy
young sower and then, behing a plow, his feot ‘s pressed down



sown seed and the plow had covered these to await the roins, Hise
mattook had chopped tares choking young greln ana hies eleckle had
hapvested the graln in maturity, There was nothing needinz to be
done in the Community that he hed not done, In autumn his fork
had toesed ripe stalke into the west win, while thelr kernels
fell to the phreshing floor ¥ he had pounded,

The Oversser, of course, had declded which weet wind,
He declded everything, He even set the days when Jared and the
other Brothers sang chorm songs to dlscomfit mlce, locusts,
caterpillars and other peste in fleld and granary, With trifling
help from the Chaste On,,,tha Overseer had also finelly declided
that Jared wae particularly sulted to look after the-fUriptorimm
t\ﬂ- Library, of course when not busy with other chores,

| "He poee wonderfully well with his hanis but ien't he

worth somethinz better?" the Chaste One had eald, "He reads end
writes, He knows the whole Book,"

"If you hadn't been so slow & teacher I'd have had
him in the Seriptorium and Library long ago,"” the Overseer had
gaid,

"They need him,Jared would never leave an lnkwell dry
or a pen unpointed or a writing brush ' e freyed,"

"It 1g the Serolls I've been thinking of, He would
mend and order ovarﬁe. And if he yeade halfl as well ag you
gay ha's the very one to tell me when an old Serecll needs copying.
Then I wouldn't be botheres by Masters complaining they con't
make out such worn writirng."



Even more than the Overseer's strict demanss, the
Dlecipline of the Community had moulded Jared "w.liéey Its rules
told him when to sleep, rise, work, ecat and pruf. fome rules
were harsh, but all the Brothers had been kind to the orphan
and, in plece of a mother or any other woman, the Chaste One

~\
had supplled lovi indness,

There had never been more than an occasional woman, They

Fifteen had asccepted a few members who, before coming to the
Brotherhood, had followed the order of the earth, But the last
wifa had left monthe ago with her husband, Married Erothers,
especlally those with children, had from the outset of the
Roman aggregsion feared that thelr families were dangerously
conspicuous in an open nest on the desert, An,, in any case,
the Priest of Aaron felt that marriage was nothing to flaunt
among austere monks,

Grown to be 8 bony boy tall for his age‘Jarod had
found edolegence egasier than he might have in the world outelde
and had (inally accepted celibacy as he had accepted all eles
el in the Community, It had helped that he wans allowed to
g0 by himself into the desert, The Chaste One, remembering his
own youthful, gnawing restlessness, had won permlission for his
charge to wander until fatlgue, or as near fatigue ss Jared's
strong body could bs driven, had subdued wlld sppetites,

The angel Michael also had helped, Jared had learned
of Michael in an Enoch seroll, This told how Caln's oldest son
had been translated into Heaven but ha, come back tellinz of



wondcff and especlally of Michael who was set apart to be the
guardlan of Israel,

"Grgat Michaell" Jared prayed when grappling with
torment, "Help mg! Give me strength!"

He believed in angels, of course, He belleved in much
he never saw, Enoch had seen, any for Jar,d that made bellief
simple., He belleved in many angels., Th, chief was the Angel of
the Precence; he (or perhaps she since with angels 1t was hard
to say) wes wholly one with the Lord and sometimes spoke for
the Lord in the Lord's absence, Other indublitable ereatures of
glory were singing angels who attended the Sun and the Moon and

ordered the sters, Lesser angels were in charge of fire, the winds,

Thee Coun. FhadSeon ¢
clouds, snow, hall, frost, thunder, lightning, W

. % & 9 % ®

No angel appeare now as Jared gazed over the wasteland, No
vast wings blotted out the sky and the only shadows on the blllowing
sand were cast by shrubs and chips of weathered blue rock, Thgse
were scattéred as though once some zlant had cracked boulders and
sown thelr shards with mighty amm sweeps, In the distance -~ in
shadow gray, sable, lavender or purple, in sunlight gold, salmen
sllver or snow white ~- the desert hillowed past outecropping: of
1im_stone and plled into hillocks (one, perhaps, mariing the lost
well revealed to Hagar) until hoprlzon haze made one of desert and

AP pionid,
sky. But ngver a trﬂVGllﬂn&lgt alone an angel.

Northward, though not in sight, was Jeriche any her




e

balgam plantations, Jared had often been half sure he smelled
this wonder but ha had naver gone nesr enough to see 1t, Westward
lay Jerusalem, To the south lay syroded peaks and the stronghold
of Magada and the ancient ceravan trall to Aqaba, fometimes the
Chosen People seornfully called this the King's Highway because
Bdom's king had denied 1t to the Tribee coming out of Egypt
under great Yoses, Immemorially, however, it had beon the Incense
Road over which outlandish caraevans brought camel loads of
perfumes and other oriceless wares to Heersheba or Hebron, from
there tobe portered plecomeal to Jerusalem and beyond,

Jared thought he saw s caravan nov; or was 1t only a
e hm-bu-'-du

line of bright ante? He looked agalin, Althoughﬁ had never Leen
out of sight of the Community he was sure, The brightness
flashed off breastplates,

They would be Roman,; The foe:r of whom he had heard so
muchey Even the distant sight of them filled him with excited

They would be long in arrivingg lms, even, in reaching
the ravinej longer in croseing or skirting that, Just the saune,
he could not give the warning soon enough, He tilted hils blaoek
head and raised a great shout,

"The Romane"

"He bullt it up,

“The Romans, Brotherei The Romans come}"

#, made 1t plalner,




"Romansy Fomens come from the Bouth)"

He turned %o the treploor but would not take time for
the cramped descent by stalrs, He stooped, got @ handzrip in an
embrasure, lowered himeelf fron the pare-ot and dmpp.d,-m

oty
Alarmed Brothers below were gazing south althouzh from

thelr level the Romans would not be visible for s long while,
Jared Jostled past clustersd white robes and bLuewn-lese—ssd raced
along the Mell toward the Agsenmbly Hall, Ofily the Fifteen} %13
pnly the Priest of Aaron or the Ovarcur(%uld decide what must
be denc.'

The Hell wee no more than twenty or so strides ni:l’;&
but b,lfore he finlshed them the Overseer came trotting out,
complecently sure thet he was equal to this orisis ss to all
ear'ler ones and testily deteramined to get to the hLottom of it
at once,

"Where ave you goling? Yéu relse » big shout of Romans
but when I come for the whole story you are running sway,"

"I was only running to find you after dropping from
the Tower," Jared seld, A word of preise for that drop wouldn't
heve heen too much, It might have broken t;s leg,

"How long before these Romens will zet here?”

Jared of 'ered his estimate end the Overseer nodded as
thouszh his own estimate had merely been confirmed,

é‘m,‘ o must tell the Priest of Aaroni"



He turned and trotted away from the alammed, erowding,
curious Brothers and Jared followed and both entered the Hall,

The Priest of Aaron was walting on the podium from
which he addressed the Many and presided over the councils of
the Fifteen, The Fifteen were seated on benches along the bare
walle., Jored stopped a respectful distence away, The Oversecr
got briskly to a point from which he could sddrecss all and
rep ated whet Jared haed told him and the 0ld faces grew bewlldered
and dlsmayed,

& & & & =

Hany K!.n,,s of men made up the Brotherhood living aloof,
they sald, from the corrupt world outside withholding frellowship
even from the priesthood of Isrsel's temple in Jerusalem, A
lonely, austere Brotherhood under an obedilence as harsh as its
worehlp wae devout, Ho pogtulant was admitted who did not peofees
total vosatlon, But over the saneratlonj-_‘ had every pogtulant had
total vocation? Hvgn in this generation were there not some of
little vocation as well as those of pure intention but faulty
performance? lad not cowaras fled to such @ haven from a world
they dared not face? Had not shirkers sought in it hands willing
to do double? Had not malingerers gone there counting on hoogde
winking artless companions? And pretenders hoping thelr hollowness
would go undlscovered? Had not weak men accepted the rezimentation
to escape responsibility?

If only these whom any adverse wind shakes had now been



#w bewlldered and dlsmayed 1t would hove been understandable,

Dut the Fifteen were men of total vocation, Althouch all naduy :
Thetine whole l~¢1q§j”*"ﬁfé

confessed faults, they had alven) swd nked

Fm dally for accepting their orrorlns? These should tnstantly

have conquered elarm and cast off bewllderment, Long ago they

would have, seme—se~ Now, however, they had lost what once had

enabled them to summount the ceaseless challenge of thelr
desert existence, They stlll had faith and that remeined a dim
pronies of suecor but it aild not reveal how or vhen succor would

coma and they were terribly afreld,

% % % & 8

The priest of Aaron looked at Jared in doubt barely
leavened Ly hone, His dismay and bewilderment might be grouadless,
S0 young and lnexperienced a lookout could have made a mistake,

"Are you sure it is Romans who come?"

"I have seen few Roman bresetplatss but the sun glances
off them as off nothing else,"

"A fow dletant flashesl" the Overseer sald, "Is that
all you go on?"

"They are Foman flashes,"

"How many?" the ?ﬂ.st of Aaron sald,

R e L —

Mn oantuxy.

The Priest of Aaron covered his face with hig hands,
T he Fifteen stored st one another Wm.. But the

- s % ey - = =
e W i . = e



overseer shrugged to show assurance, QOnly 8 century?
Jared was axclted rather than alarmed, He had had no

experience to teach him how pltiless leglonnaires might be, He
had ngver been out of sight of the Community,

Nor, except for the Overseer, had the FPiftean been away
from the Community for years, Before entering the Brotherhood many
had known the world outside - Jerusalem, Alexandria, Antloch and
more, But since then they had heard only what travellers told,

And these had never been inclined to make the lezions' crimes less
than, in fact, they were,

Imporial Rome sent her mauromcmamrtm world as
thoush h,r gods had chosen her to destroy the existing order and
with the spolle oreate new nations, But to her victims che wae not
a creator but a scourge, Redhesded, bitter Calgacus, chief of the
tartaned Caledones, spoke in Britein for all free men when he
called Romans "Brigands of the worldeewho create a desolation
and call 1t peace,” Thyy had desolated Egypt, Libys, Hisponia,
Goul, Dalmatia, Thracg, Mocedonis, Greece and, acrose the Bospherus,
Lyela, Blthnyla, Pamphelia, Phrygls, Mgsapotamla and even Parthias
with her wild bowmen, Now, by order of Nero, her legions, rlru/
under Vespaslanus and then his son ntugdmre spreading > 2

n

desolation through Pelestine,
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we=2legecontinued § tO make the ususl 26 lines to a page,

No smalleet part of the often barren though sometimes fertile
land dsred hope tp escape, Poor, small Nagzareth was no less threatened
than rich Sebeate, or Jerusalem, the holleet, The Negeb the southern
.e8ert, was sg threatened as theunbelieveably fertlle valley of Jezreel,




~==22af& Hake a separate page though only thace few linse,
¢

The Priest of Aaren peered through his fingers, suddenly
buoyed by a new hopr, The Romans might be coming, but weuld they
not go away talirlng nothing, So many oethers had,

"What do we possess that Romang could wanti We have no
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mongy or any other wealth,"

"Perhaps they have been told we are another Magada,"
Jared said,

He had never before spoken 1n a council of the Fifteen,
He would not, ordinarily, have beon present, But no one elsge had
8pOkens Ang some had looked at him as though, having reported
the Romans, he should tell them how to desl with the edvancing
terror,

"Hut we are not another greet fortrese,” the Priest of
Aaron sald, "An3 as poon as they see that and how 1ittle we have
they will go away like the others,”

"Perhape not," the Overseer ssid,

He was not as dispareging as when he had poohepoched
a_fow distant flaghes, Not to the Priest of Aaron] But his
disagreement wes unmistakenble,

"Well now, why not?"

Shorn by old age oe what he required to grapple with
a challengse, the Priest of Aaron had been shorn of none of his
love of proersstinating talk,

"Can they, or anyons, want our eracked dlshes, our
threadbare garments, the 1ittle wo grow on the oasis or here?”

"They mey want our younger Brothers,” the Overseer
sald, "Many servants--glaves 1s the better word -- serve the
leglone and fight with them, too. This century may want strong
young men to replace logses in Gallllee,"

o “Noi" the Priest of Aaron sald in a loud volece,
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"You can't typust Romans," the Overseer seid, But in
epite of his éomrqrﬁleaa fleclaretion his complacent sell-cssurance
seamed to growv,

"Nol" the Priest of Aaron gald again, "If the youngar
Erothers aée takan/by the WBQAW it would
be the and'#ﬂt& of the Community} It cannot be permitted,”
W He looked around uum aa t.hn.ugh for assurance and his
abt fgazc fell on Jared WMP-’- «-—-——ﬁﬂ'-“
L "Thu young Brotheré cen ﬂght." Jares sald but even
as he sald 1t ho reallzed that this would not answer the Priest
of Aaron's need, .
"I7 they _rought,“ the Overseer sald, "They ﬁou‘.ld only'
be kllled, They have no weapons, They are men of ?oaaa. What ‘
could they do u-gnlnst‘. thie a*ahtux-y? Eut I will speak to the
Romsns," That, his tone lmplled, wouls be all that was necessary,
: '”"Egm yoﬁhger Brothers,"” Jarea sald, "could hide in the
caves," -

"of coursel” The Overseer sounded relieved although
impatient with himeelf for not having thousht of the caves firet,
"I'11 put all in oxder here, then hurry the youngz men to the
caves, They will 'hmp -a?d even 1f theo Romans find thelr hiding
place they will have a way of escape,”

The "iftesn nodded and so A1d Jared, Wind, water and
time had eroded many caves untll they extended through the cliff,
Even 1f the Romans t_'ound the right cave the ogccupants ghould be
able to flee into the desert,



b
"ﬁng,,_ths Romans will find only our oldest," the Oversgeer

sald, "Romane lov, blood, but what pleasure will the blood of
old men give thoemy"

"They will £ind me,” the Prieet of Aaron saild, For
once he seemed to have no 4ifficulty in reaching a declision,

"And me'! And mel" the benches said, "And mel"

"And mel" the Oversesr sald,

"And 1'11 etay," Jarea sald,

The Overseer whipped around,

"Noi A Roman needinz a servant would never mise a tall
cedar like you,"

"I would guard the Serolls," Jared sald, "These Romane
might destroy them,"

T he benches paled, The Serolles were the 1ife of the
Community, Without Serolls how could even the wisest desl with
past, present and future}

"T§e Serolls will be in no danger,” the Overseer sald, -
adﬂmnsﬁg the Priest of Aaron who had covered hie eyes agaln,
"pesides, there is no time,"

He turned back to fared,

"Comel” he saldf and.satlefled that he had solved
enother problem /,ha hurried out,\\.!a:id following, On the Mall he
paused, :

"I must work quieckly,” he satd, "Quickly! And you must
help. The others sometimes move for you elmost sg fast as for

No'
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Jared atayfed at his side but 1t was chlefly the
L7

hide, As at dawn he eme

pranced, his 0ld splotched hands ggstured wlldly, he gushed
commands, But even while all thle'%eamsd to be bringing on chaos

it er,ated order, Any at the end,

| Overseer who set all in order and hupried off those who were to
Community looked as though no ong had ever lived there except
those oldsters whonwere staying behind,
Most of the young men waﬁé&n sllent obedlence an, thils
was natural beccuse they had been schooled by the Discipline.
Many went in prayer, A faw, howeier; went 1n plaln reluctance,
Reluctance was especially plain in one Brother with a ecar
that cut from his pight temple through the centsr of his mouth,
It was sald of him that before he entered the Brotherhood he
| had plundered travellers from one end of the Nbrtﬁ Road to the
l other, Although now vowed to peace and obedlence he was loath
to ¢limb to his cave without a blow againet those who scourged
where once he had, So were a few others, This handful scrambled
to lnaccessible caves butthere armed themselves in case the
Romans scrambled after, They regained slings that they had
cached on  ntering the Community 5&5& lacking elings, found
¢lubs, Scarface even brought out a long-concealed gword and spear,
"Let these Romans come," Scarface sald. "Under white
robes they will find red courage,"

Jared's cave wae not the most 1lnaccessible but 1t had



the needed escaps hols and he studled the precipitffous descent
from-bibet to the waste lond and he found e club and 1t 4id not
breait agalnet the wall of the cave, It would not be as gzood as
@ battle-axe, but 1t woul, do, He had never held a battle-axe

and had seen only two or three, ot s
_ n tea é
He rubbed a smooth cheek and fewnd—hilumeelfl mulling

eway on, of hls few clear memories of his father, In the bearded
Community he slone shaved, He shaved becauce hls father had,

s father had told him about a king who commonded
his s.my to shave, not to offer beards to be yanked by the!'r
anenian,

“50," hie fathaor had sald, “I offer nome to be yanked
Ly esravan robbers,"

Jured looked southward toward the double £1le. It woe
no longer tiny, fareoff columns of ante, It was files of
1 _slonnalres, But these still must croes a long stretch of
desert and clamber down and up the ravine and go around by
the Sea's shore to reich the Brothers' bearde,

® ® # & & @

The century was only one slrtleth part of the allsufficcr. ¥
leglon, Raedt mysiac-legzed monstor with which Rome was ovgr=running
the world, But althouzh so much smsller it was, by itself, a
formidable wholgand having reached the ravine it halted to
await further orders with s confidence borh of the knowlgdge
that 1t had everything to carry out any opder - everything,
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although in emallor unitse-se—weld-as an entire leglon eewdd:
artiesans, artificers, road-tr,nchefort builders as well ae
fighters, .

A cohort)punh!.ns gouth to racon:a:.::r Masada, now a
hideout for maurauding Jews, had dropped tebs century off %o

Tt e This boeae
make sure;thls reportedly paaoo!‘uM wag not o cessdier
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hldeout/angeroua to Fomen search partles ana foragers,

The Centurion eyed the clutter of bulldings beyond
the steop rnvine/ &ﬁ beckoned

The Centurion wae even more confiddnt then hie meng
and none of them wouls have denied that he was, probably, more
than the equal of any, A century treined gppclalistes to swim
rivers in full armor end, when the far bank threstened s haxd
fight, thelr centurion swam with them, Hhls one had swun many
ravers,

"You'll be in charge,” he sald to hls Optlo, "Don't
dawdle over the job,"

"I won't dawdle," the Optlo said, "But why are we we
here at all:"

He forced a smlle, It was intended to show that he was douw-?
not asking as a malaontcnt, onlyJlokinz, But beneath the smile
lay 2 surly contradiction. The Promotion 1ilst had passed him

over twice, And now, after 2 few cupe of wine, he was quick to
tell cronles how unfalr the Lists had been,

HFrwes—frantrattmy TNt his own Centurion never showed
any swarenees of this well warrented resentment, He—édid-not-aven

R e s T e v L
Arvks
d "Just a Loutine inspectlion 1g 811 that's needed 4edas, "
the Centurion sald. "There len't a rca) hiding plsce anywhere,"”




The Optio's qﬁt nod covered s shrug of indifferencs,
el

"Thie ia aigs to be o place of peaceful men," the

Centurion seld, "W can count on them not to make trouble,"”

"Get your guard up when you count on a Jew for any-
thing,"

Optios did not often correct thelr centurions but thils
one risked 1t to eame his frustration, Every Roman hed heen
saying pretty much the game thing ever since the Leglons
marchd'lntc Palestine,

"I have feced them for two years,” the Optio seid, "Ama
I know, Even the meekest, the lenst llkely, come at s with
swords, spears, bows and arrows and wopst of all, slings,”

"The ones who csll themselves the Sone of Benjamin clalm
to sling stones to a halrsbreadth," the Centurion said in
professional sppiuval of excellence,

"If trouble 1s so unlikely here, why dld we wear out
ouy boots to come?" the Optio sald, The Legions had learned in
Egypt that nothing wore out booje 1like ::if. "I am pald ten times
more than & npilvate's few dally coppers but how can I afford
boots on top of Alothes, weapons, food, gear, the burlal sbelety
and the levy for the annusl bust-out”

"Finish here fast and we'll be back in Cseserea in
time for this year's saturnella,” the Centurion said,

The Optlo remembered another grliveno- as leglitimate

as hooteg,

"And what food! Wheat or barley more then likely




£
non:ldy)and whatever wilted vegetebles are around and a 1little lard,
all ending up in a ewill pigs woulan't grunt over, Ana for drink @
1ittle vinegayr in a lot of water, Posca) Pahi"

"The hoopls at Cneserea will be like nothing our lezion
agver saw befors,” the Canturion sald, "Titus has incressed by
half the money 81l slx cohorts saved 81l yeor,"

Thy COptlo remembersd another grievance,

"Those of us born Roman clitizens sre trested no better
then auxilieries who Joined up to win clitizenship, TLey retire
after twenty=ive years with enough bonus to buy their form in
the pleck of the provinces, Put 1lsn't our enlistment as lonz? Ie
our bonus any bigger?"

"We need to hurry," the Centurion said,

He turned back to his men who were gossiplng guarxdedly,

"Now heari"

The rlles stralzhtened,

"There are two ways past this ditch, Sersmble down and
ups o along the shore of :&: 8alt Sea,"

The files stiffened, They knew sbout the Salt Sea
because of a thing Vespaslanus was reported to have said,

They looked at thelr centurion warlly,

"I cortainly won't take you down and up, Even & few
Jews, hidden over there, could make teo-much troubls, We'll
(AL
follow the shore beyond thaet graveyard, Bud look past the



groveyard to Hhet tower, .You might be jumped thsra! ey Beo

ready,”
Th, Centurion looked along the files of soldlers,
"Suestions?™
There were none and he nodded to his Optio.
"Right WHEELL" the Optlo said, "MARCH!"
The l,ading file lurched off over slippery sand, The
Centurion zot alongelde and nodded again,

"Route Stepl MARCH}" the Optlo aal.d_, A—ub )

SRS S

,kéhln Tree to talk ~= to gossip, srumble, or to try to
fpighten nne another with lurid exaggerations of lurking perils— ~
the column snaked 1nt.o loose grevel, Sho,tly the way grew steep

and the men had to d!g heels in, They cams to wh@z-e storme had
chunla

flung #lebs of uphalutz“to dry and harden, Thg biob-e were
Sualy
full of sand, stones and,brutal edges wné-eormers—se thot whoover

stumbled rose with bleeding palms and kneﬁ})

4 (The Optio cursed the atm’blornﬂand Sha_gtunblars glared A-L\.’""‘)' T
CII’\ """‘"L roum b S

strangely blue, strangely olly water, emd—romymberes—

+« This Sea might not

b
h )
m{: float a man in armor and full peck,

The Optio, also, was remembering Vespasianus, How he

would 1ike to toss a loglonnalrs into this sea] An, serve hin
ﬁ " g clhwanll
if he sank for good} He swung his spear at a
PIeb-and thought how usuy the blow would aeve crackes any

head in the Glntury} or any in this queer Community they were
ablast approaching,
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From his eyrie Jored was surprised to see the leglonnalres

turn toward the Sea, Ong day he wouly know enough to be surprised
if & commander sent troops through & revine when & lesgs sangerous
alternate route was open, Now he wae lgnorently sure that the
Romans were foolish to march 20 much ferther than they needed,
Then, looking away {rom the colunn, he was filled with conaster-
nation, #¢ y the Chaeste One,
nebulously white in the sunlight, wes emerzing rr; the Mall, He

had not kept to the security of his Tower roou, He was aiming for
hig favorite rock as onconcernedly as though no leglonnaires were
within lgaguec,

"ol Nol" Jared sald and for the svcond time that say
scrambled down the steep trall and ren - praced ~- toward the
courtyard, this time in deflance of any Romans who might debouch
onto the plsteau and find him in full views He finished his run

@8 the Chaste One mukk was settling down, and the sand that spurted

from his skidding sandale csused the ivory enclent to smile up in
mild questioning,
"Jared} You eve supposed to be with the others in the

cavas,"
Jared tried for a stern manner,
"Aron't you supposed to be in the Tower?"
"It was bleak, Jered, Thls warm rock makee my thoughts
£10w, " § Ths Cleth O was 30 0ds Thet)

Jared looked down and mervelled, \iW,1lght seemed gong-out—of~
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, a8 sin acrtslnly wag, In the desert tall plants grow

which, arter nowrlns. turn pith dry, That was what the Chaste
One seemed to have done, His face sbove the white beard was full
ar tiny m He was so frull that even a playful Romen
blow would undo him,

"I have a new commentary in mind, Jer:d," he sald,

Jared wanted to hurry the yeturn to the Tower but he
could not, at once, decide how to do this s0 he only repeanted
the announcement,

"A new commentary?"

"A very smell seed, But this sun will encoursge it."

"Where are the others who remeined in the Community?" .

"In thelr rooms, Except the Oversesr) He is on a last
inspection to make sure nothing has been overlooksd,"

"Does he know you ere here?"

"Doge 1t matter where I am?" The Chaste One seemed
mildly surprised,

"It wouls matter to everyone of us if the Romene found
and harmed you,"

"If they find you they are likely to do you worse

haym, »

But he wos pleing and took Jared's arm,
"Let us covgnent, You go back to the onrrs. /11 80

o T vl
back to my tower," He beamed, "Then I—whed: be savea from the

Overseer's rebuke,"
Jared adjusted himself to hles companion's pace and they
got to the Mall and the Overseer erupted around a corner, his robe



billowing aw-nm 1ike smoke,

"You shouldn't be here, Why aren't you in your cave?”

He simed his lraseibllity at Jered but it included the
Chaste Ona,

“Do not bLlame Jared, He left hie own security only
becsuse Be saw that I hed strayed from mine,”

The Overseer rose on tiptoesy cud Priw'fidw

“Look! ™ W =a

Down along the shore the whole hundred Romone had turned
OB

wagtward and m advaml.m m—wmm

(3] T ua*
me the Chaste One back to the

Vool ZPargaln 2atd | fuok Wi Ouinsiin. m*kz n.mm%*iéi
MHM

Tower
Lloy—daredi—aot" '

,%t:?éh' the olirfsl™thy—oversasm-setd, - eop the bulldinge

at your back and you will resch them without a Roman seeing youlx¥ixX
He set of f with the Choste One and Jareg got behind the

aqueduct where 1t jolned the first of the Community's clsterns and
then be ind the stable, smelling mustily of donkeys, goats and
shecp, but he did not race for the cliffs, He took off his robae,
climbed the sloplng roof end lay down in loln cloth and sandals,
He was ready to run if he had to buth anvhile he looked, with
only his blsck halr end eyes visible abt ) o the ridgepole ansy these
only through & fringe of reodg{nd bmnclﬂom.

Hg was violating the Disgeiplina, ‘l‘h, Overseer had tol,
him to be off and an order from any of the Fifteen should be
strictly obeyed, But Romans? Wore ﬁ&;w:n formldable as goesis n-‘-’f"‘&
made out.:i He wanted %® a closer look,




They were certalinly ruthless; thelir deede in Palgetine
proved that, But were they hetter than Jews? He remembered 2 thing
in pralse of Jews which had been sald by a Pharisee famous for hie
stend against the Romans, His naome wae Josephus, Some in Judea
thought less of him now bBecsuse he had surrendered to Vespaslanus,
But earller, in Galllee any especlslly st Jotopata there in the

at Jdate pate

mountains, he had fought like Gldeon, And there he had sald this
thing,

"Charging togqther) Pernevering! Vielent! Poldl" Jared

made the words clasgh 1ik_ stoness He stared st the Roman lgader
who had reconnoltered in front of the century across the ravine,
He could stare without being seen, And what, he thought, if he

7

were seoen, He could outrun any armored Romaen and dodge any Roman
spear, He could race over the send snd around rooks to the cliffs
and 1f the Romans did find his cave they still woula have to £ind
ite second exit, Long before thot he would be away acrose the

billowing waste,

.- % % % & 9

(IE | !
Trehio on anl Li . @« naKESD ¢_Ct
The Overseer . a

peeble between sole and sandal, then determinedly trotted toward
the expresslionless Centurion,
"Let me make that 1ittle stork tell what we want to know,"

e
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Optio sald,

Abuea, the Centurion had learnsd, seldom got resulte
from a Jow, It was llkely yo turn this one as stubborn as an ase,

"I'11 talk to him," he solg nné&r&ofly, thought of Jews
with admiratlon. They were smart, Th,y read a handsign before you
finishe# 1t, When you used words the(y wers llkely to get way ahead
of you,

The Centurion had the words, Romens had picked up Jewlsh
words and Jews had plcked up Roman words and usually both had
started with some Greek, The end product wes & mishmash but i$
served remarkably well oven though, the Centurion reflected, a
Jow's first mouthful made you uant to laugh in hlas face,

"1'11 talk to him," hsriujd nsatn. "Halt the Century,"

"Century: HALTI" | e |

The Optio vesnted—hie—frustration-in-s rosr WM
to—h&va-huttgf:z:::gﬁgg&;ﬂ_

<ziEE?ad. flat on hils roor.'paorlng through reeds ond

tranch tops, could not help admiring the precision with which the
files stopped on sand and rock,

The Overseer came forward deliberately to smive hlaeelf
time to measure this palr whom he must mollify,

The Centurion was what Palestine had come to dread, a
porsonification of Roman might, a leader of heted invaders who,
although differently from Jewe, aleo looked on themgelves as o
chosen people, Better then anyone else) Not, preclsely, better
fighters; &amwx not slwaysj Jews had smashed the Twel fth Legion
a few years backi that defeat had brought @€n the aggression, Not
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better builders, philosophers, merchants or mathematiclans. Grgeks
were better bullders and philosophers, Perslans better merchants,
Egyptlans better mathematiclans, Somewhere, your Roman woul, not
bother to deny, others were usually better ig speclalties, It

was 1n the large sense that Romans were always better, Di,n't Rome
rule the world?

The Overseer needed only the last step or so to measurs
the Optio. éﬁackal! But, he decided as he bent in a slight bow
which included both men, far more dangerous than the Centurion. Hi; inxil}nﬁ

Was eINISTe
epoe only to the Centurion, He had lgarned to 1dentify Roman

officers and now this ceame in handy.

"In the name of the Priest of Aaron who guides this

Brotherhood I bid you welcome," he said,

e S —

"A Brotherhoodld?fhe Centurion é;?al Hihat sort of

’W*W-"n_f* -
brotherhood?" €

"What one possesses all possess,"

"Any ks Priest of Aaron leads a11?"

"Yes! The Lord has given him great wisdom."

"Fgtch him}"

The Overseer shuddered, This grim Roman and his jackal
would th,ow the Priest of Aaron into total confusion.

"The Priest of Aaron has sent me to show you whatever
you wish to see, But he is at prayer., I beg you, let him remain,"

"How many are you?"

"Fewer than you commans. There were more but we 30 not
aud <hilonsa., ;

marry ofben., We li¥e in silence, praying, studylng the law,making

this poor land yleld food, I will show you all that we have, 1f



that ghould please you,"

The Centurion looked at the low huildinge and acyross
the desolate groves to the desert, alwaye with the same lack of
expression,

"I believe our 1lttle stork is telling the truth, as
nearly as a Jew ever tells the truth to & Romen,™ he sald,

"You'll trust him?" the Optio sald,

Mielll X ou look the pluce over, Take twenty, I'll be
hgre Lf you need me, But you won't, We'll start back in less
time than we take now talking,™

The Optio choose his twenty and they set off, followe
ing the Overseer, This wes exactly vhat the Optio 1liked, He was
in full authori ty, Succese-wouid-ho-hie-sdene, Ho olopped hie
gpear elatedly acrose the meager buttocks of the Overseer who
lowered hle eyelids to cover a look of outrage, Thy Optlo
glapped agaln,

"Get 81 ngz, you ola bugger,” l\

This slap was harder althouzh ke ton: wag playful,

How Jared, from his lookout, could catch more than
glimpees and was filled with holpless enger, The Overseer wag
belinz spanked 1n:'ielaum1y lrl-,yt.':xm. rerbrikne-Brolher

. pood- M turen TuniH The twenty czot to the Mall
and %0 2 number of bilg Jars, "ach was a third as tall as 2 man,
flat-bottomed for steadinea}{u& with a collared neck and a

fitted cover to make it wate;flsht.



N
"If these were a little btsgar)thay could hide a man,"

tﬁf:gﬁgig_ggliz "What are thay f;i;f hhy are they here?"

"They are for storing,” the Overseer sald. His volce
trenbled but his meager body was streighter than ever, "T ey are
ngw from our pottery, This is e handy place to keep them until
needed,"

The Optlo struck a Jar with hls spear, nodded when 1t
chimed, struck hardery/and harder and broke 1t, Fleased to have
found the ﬂ%ﬁ hlou,,;: ;::ug;‘untn all were broken, Then,
laughing, hgs sent two men to check the courtyard and pointed to
the Tower, " () hed ix wh Thana 20

"One of our oldest lives there, 8 Brother who is of such

!
pupity that his thoushta{alwaya{an holys F

ORI Gy——

"Look him over,” the Optio sald to twe more men, ™If he
ia as this 0ld bugger says, come back, If egzlyon know what to do,"

He Jarked a thumb toward the kitchen,

"That is emp'y, But in a 1ittle the cooks will be sbout
our evenlngs meal, Just ahead 1s another room where & few are
writing,"”

The Optlo sent two more men,

"At the end of this mall," the Oversesr sald, "ils the
dyers' place, also empty, Againet it 1s our Hgeombly Hall but no
one lc in that, Eghind the Hall 1s a pantry holding only dlshes,”

"Look into the lot," the Optio ssld to two more men,

“There &re also a workshop, a laundry and the stable,"



"rook,” the Optlo saild to two mora,

fle had gent of £ half his dotall and, epanking the Overseer
on shead, ha 1,d tho remsinier ows Loy,

"Wh:n are tboao';ou call Brothers,” Re-sald,

‘d Each 1e in his odn room, at mgditations or writing or
composing commetitories on yhat they have resd or thousht,”

The Optlo dg0ided not to ask whet commentaries were,
fe want,d to hurry, He wee uneasy about the pace at which the
agsigned ten had moved off, Woulan't thay have moved faster for
the Centurion, :

I "Bring the whole b_eteh of Byothers out,” he seid to _
the Jmoﬁur. "tat's see thii preciovs lot, so full of prayers,

Sedrhat i Te ey

The Overseer turned to obay but moved slowly and in

It

pein, The Optlo wee sure the old bugger was trying to hold up
the misalon Shed the Centurion hed sselgned, Jugt like s Jeys

He hefted his spesr, i mesnt to carry out the miselon
without delay, Thewsh, even no, the Centurion would n:f:r give
him sny eradit, 3

"stayt them west," the Centurion would ssy, Or, "Ve'1l
never get to Casseres in time,"” Practically accusing the Optlo
of having taken so long that the Contury had lost sny ohance of
setting to the wine before 1t hed-beea watered to tastelescnose,

Talken so long! Who could have taken lese? The Optlo
velanced his spear, eyayhz the helmete of the detall, ¥Why, he
wondered, shouldn't hs crsck the heads of theass nearest of these

e e —




PRl —

men who nnmhm up,@ The G® é““{g"\}n--t&b?

The Brothers began to appear, The Optlo hed never seen
8 orevw 80 creaking, wrinkled, stooped, skin and bones, Although
one with a pale lvory fsce so suggested a venersble Roman mTﬂi‘f-ﬁ*
The Ophe, 6 Wrwitat
thaty uncongelously i@ lowered hls epeer L Fer—arome iy

The Overseer returned and made a8 -~ something -= 1like .
the «= something -~ he had made to the Centurion, Not a bw’;ﬁ%‘;”"’ﬂl\
passing for a bow, The Optlo was certaln 1t was not as respectful,
ot reepectful ot alll He ralsed his spear,

“Are they all hers?"

"A111" the Overseer sald and the Optlo noted the omisd jon
of any rgepectful title,

"This is all?"

"Sver y room is empty, Your own men will tell you there
are no mora,”

"Where 1s your Prlest of Aaron?"

The Overseer shuddered once more,

"I explained to your Centurion, You heari, The Priest
of Aoron is at prayer, No one preaks in upon the Priest of Asron
at prayer,”

The Optlo's temper hsd been shortened by the maliclouse
slowness of the old bugger and by the sly attempts of his own
men to dlseredit him with the Gcnturlmya"tn now 1t broke, He had
pletured the gatisfaction of swinging hils spear shaft sgainst
helmets and an old head, Mgo swung at the old head,

He t0ld himgelf art;mra that he had aimed more at the



bony old haal:. The shaft fell, however, on an old pate with a sound
The Seund FS 8 hBouit

very like thed which hnd erocked the Jars,

Stretched out behind twe reeds and branch tops Jared
bit into mu}'uppar 11p and pulled/his knoes\up)for o horririsa,
furious rush but resson stopped him, If he killed the murderer
evaryone in the communltg would be killled, The Cheste Om would

a

hind
be kllled, He pank back xxximEk his cover and sucked ih blesding

mouth,

On the Mall & few Brothers cidled neor the fallen
Overseer and bent over and began to wall,

Tha Optlo drew grect before his Sabadds c\é's_‘l‘m\l‘

"Fall Il

The Priest of Aeron hedn't come but now, the Optio told
himself, there wae no one to tell him to come and anyway m+ ez,

t’ﬁ";gar had been told to ahew everything and he certainly had B awy)

the Gantu:y m atar!'. ror the Saturnalls in plenty of tims,

The twenty lmd fallen in but all were looking at the
Oversecr and at the etaln epreading around hls nearly bald head

and the Optio was sure he knew what they were thinking,

"Forward, MARCH!" he sald and Jjust 414 menage not to

swing at the negrest helmet, !H“_ m.,;).; R ¢ Q
Thy twenty marched back,to the walting Centurion,

"petall} HALT!®

“\ No Optlo gver mave o more perfect salutae,
2 Man s .

o,

rhoteaf-old-mon-Lhe. bugger.aeid e wonld. L£10d.e



PR 5 —

"I mode him show evemything," he sald, "But all they
found was the lot of old men the Sugger sald wo would find," He
was having trouble speaking althouzh he seemed uncontrollably
eager to epesk,

A supordinate reporte a well performed milssion without
any ungasy fegling that he muet go on and on saying some *hing,
anything, But the Optlio, having saeld that he had done exactly as
ordered, was aware of something held back, Oh; Nothing to indlcate
that he had not carried out orders, Nothing 1ike that! Neverthoe
lese, when the expressionless Cgnturion's fece turned to the
twenty the Optlo, turning also, saw in thelr faces the game
queetion he had seen before they left the Mall and he could not
haxa stoppak talking,

"I told thé 0ld bugger to trot out his Priest of Aaron
but he told me he couldn't breask in in his priest's proyers, So
I slugged him for disobeying a Roman," He began to laugh, ™ina
whatd'you know? It sounded just 1ike the sound when I bupted
gome blg Jars these Jews were trying to store up,"

The Centurion turned his expresslonlese face back from
the twenty,

"I certainly layed the butt of my spear vhers 1t would
do the most z00d," the Optlo said,

The Centurion continued to look,

"Well, he sgked for 1it, Right on the nogzin! But that

wag his own fault, I mgant to beng his back but he dodged, He'll
never have another chance to disobey & Roman,"



"You mean Phuq k1l1led that 1ittle o014 mant™ |

"It wag hle own foult, If he hed dodged he'd jJuet have gobk
@ lessons And 1f he hadn't had a besd 11k, oo eggshell 1t probably
wouldn't have busted,” .

"ell)" the Centurion sald, "det them movin-, He looked
across to the Brothers, clustered around a fallen fizure,”

"Fall, INJ" the Optlo sald, almost choking over the two
words, Hadn't he known how 1t would be? 'Fbrwarh.luﬁﬂcni“

This tlome the Century dld not need %o go cautlously around
by the shore, It headed north, On 1ts left, too far away to show in
much detnll, @ lline of pocked ¢liffs yose,.

"Coluwand Half Right! MARCHI™ the Optio eald. "Roube Stepd
MARCRI" Hlg volce wag under bettor control but he almost cholked
again when the Century, permitted to talk, bagen to gossip, He kmew
vhat they were jabbering about, Oh, ha lknow}

8 % 4 o @

Impsrial Fomg prequired gach leglonnaire below centurion
rank %o carry two epeare, Buy thewm as he must buy symor, srme end
Be8r out of hls yearly three hundred deparii which, also, must pay
for gaburnsliss, One spear wes heavier snd could serve, hanpily,
ag a club now and then,

The pompoug, fluttery, dedicated Overseer did not move
after the Optio's club drupped hin, The few Drothers who went
hgsltantly to hieg side froze when they saw thet sls would be
usgless, and after the twenty marched away nothing moved £ or &% a




time except afunapms red nimbus erowning the still, meager form
and this aoon clotted to fix for a 11ttle the ghocking w
of tha white ola head,

Violent denoth come almost never to the Community in 1ts
nearly deathlike setting, When Jared came down from his lookout
the Brothers seemed to be walting for the Overseer himeelf to tell
them what to do. They looked anxlously at Jared who sals, "Walt!l"
and went up %o the Tower to preport what had happened to the Priest
of Aaron, That old man first covered his eyes and set in esllence bub
then he told Jared that all muct proceed as presoribed &6ber any
deathy Jared descondasd to the Brothers and he ond another 11fted
the corpse and carried it gently to its last lustral bath,

' led by the Priest of Aaron and the others of the Filteen a
mournful processlon corried the Cverseer to the winiblown burying
ground, After preyers and chents all stood in mowrnful silence while
the body, purified by lustretion, shruniken by embalming snd clothed
in freshu ‘garments was plsced in his shallow zrave on a ledge cut
“into t{ne slde wall, Reversently, optimistically, head and feet were
oriented for sasy entrance 1nto Paradises On the way back the Brothers
whispered,

"o will bg missed,"”
"¥ho can take his place?”
“"How he ala drive usi”
Ppr a fow days it ‘seomed ag thouszh that drivins had not been
ngeded y The Community ren °n. monen tum, Or because everyons did what



the Ovsrseer would have oxdered i he had been there, Bul on ths eve
of the Sabbath the Priest of Aaron summon d the Fiftsen, They must,
at loast, col sslde @ now Awakener,

They did, lo one even suggested a new Overseer, Hy was not
one to bes replaced 1like a cracked Jar, Dut after much discusslon they
414 summon Jared,

"smong many duties,” the sriest of Aaron seid, "the Overseer
had charge of the Libvrewy and Seriptoriume"

Jared nodded, He was aware of that,

"You :glum be responsible for the same tressures,” the
Priest of Aaron sald, "You shall be our Xegper of the Serolls,”

He gave a 1ittle sigh which onconsclously revesled hls
relief at belng able to shift such responsibillty to young, strong
shoulders,

Jared knew what he hed heard but he still doubted, So far
ag he savw his only qualiflicetion for the honor was thet he had gone
to the tressurges of the Librory and the intimacy of the Seriptorium
as often as he hed been peralited,

"Well," he sald slowly, "I'1l 10 my Dbest,"

"You have our confidence,™ the Prieat of Aaron sald and
the others of the Fifteen nolded and the Prisest of Aaron rolsed a
hand in blessing over Jared's head and he took that for pemmlssion
to leave, He was on flre to leave,

"1 thenk you," he #£3ld and turned, agsaln confueed, and



got out to the Mall and hurried off to find the Chaste One, He
found him, where else, on the sunny rook, But he was not able
lomediately to tell his story, The Chaste One had somethling of
his own to tell, :

"™, o commentary grows," he said on catching sight of
hig longt;;a ward, "The seed le good, H;ru 19 the seed, Listeni"

Faced with such gentle enthisiaem, Jared put hies own

arrqeting news aplde,

"It L¢ very good, Where does it come from?"

"Whare but from one of our own pesims?" The Chaste One
ghook his head in mild rebuke at such Torgetfulness, "But you
d1d not come to talk about my commentary,”

“Po thank you, I am stralght from the Fifteen, I could
not come fast enough, They have made me the Keeper of the Serolls,”

"They choose well,"

"Only because of you,"

"You sarned the choles, You are our best,"

"Becsuse you gulded me, Guide me still,”

"You ave past my guideance, Co to your new duty, I cen
gee it fille your mind,"

"aive me your blessing," Jared sald and knelt, the sun
hot on his baclk,

“May the Lord keep the frulte of holiness on your lipe,"
the Chaste One sald and o slow smile bpightened hls mouth,

Warmed by more than the sun Jered walked until he



reached the Mall, Then he could not keep from running, He wae,
indeed, bent on taking over his new dutles,

Th' Discipline enjoined silence during working houre but
aven Brothers whose conselences brulsed easlly saw no grave dlgoe-
bgdience in & nod, wink, shrug, 11ft of eveyrows, pursing of lips,
change of galt, earrisge or mlen, all of which could be meaningful
without a word uttered,

Aes Jared hurried this sort of dialogue spread the news
of his promotion and when he c¢limbed to the Librery the flery eare
of the young new Brother there sald thst he had heard, And lest
this one now in Authority, but letely scarcely better than hime
self, question his diligence he contlnued intent before the
narrow shelves rising from floor to celling, Not looking up or
gldevwice he dueted, rearronged and straightened papywis, copper
and lesther rolle and adjusted the tage sewn to exposed ends,
1ittle flags from which to reed at a glance the subject of gach,

The Library sttendant was required to keep scrolls on
resdinese, He must also see thet, belng returned, none was torn
or smudged or, if it was, was properly repalred, He must make make
pure that every returned scroll was properly rolled since a crease
made papyrus or leasther much more illezible, If more shelves were
needed he must bulld them, snd he must malntain the supply of
ink and pens a 4, of course, keep everything neat and tildy,

The Overseer had regularly inspected for ell thls and now,
preparing to 4o the csame, Jared unexpectedly found himself

resleting an impulse to clear his throat in imitation of the
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Oversesr's sputter against slipshod work or any other nonsense,
Happlly, he recalled advice from the Chaste One:

And he bggan hle inspection 1n sedate sllgneca,

In a corner he noticed fragments of a Jjar broken by the
fomen who had killed the Overseer, The lnnerface of these, &n
inviting surfece for writing, bore fresh lettors, This Attendant
a14 not mean to remaln an asttendant, He asplred to be, llk, the
Magtere, 1 _arned, ond was alresdy well along on his alphabet,
Confronted with such frugsl use of the Optlo's potsherds it was
not easy to keep silent, But the Overseer would scarcely have
pralsed openly what was, after all, merely the normal offort at
self-inpyrovement expected of all Brothers, So Jared only gave &
half smlle of approval and, g:éi:gshiauelr on precedent, sald
nothing,

The Librery, the Community's only second floor room, was
not much more than a slzeable, airy storeroom but its scrolls made
it preclous, The much larger Seriptorium below was long and lofty
and 1ts floor a serene cpunterpolnt of grey and white marble

blocks, Ite western baleony invited the breezes that flowed mxmmy each

afternoon from the Great Sea and on 1ts other sldes windows were
both ventilators and fremes for the panoramas of Nature, This the
Masters' long day was shoptened by tranquility, coolness and
vistes of Hoab's dreaming peaks and the sometimes sunlit and
golden, sometimes shadowed and bewitbhing, desert,
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sputter against slipshod work or any other nonsenss.




Jared hesitated at the Seriptorium entrance, Bgfore
promotion he woul, not have entered except by direction of the
Overeeer or invitation of a Master, An ordinary Brother, having
no buelness 1n the place reserved for the learned woul, not have
been turned away, but before the day ended the Overseer would
have warned hlm to walk wlde thereafter and not risk disturbing
hle betters, Now, of course, it was Jared's duty to enter. The
Ovegrseer had not gone a day without giving those in the Seript-
orium opportunity to request whatever seemed requlred or desired
of that was only to have reed pens sharpened or the ink thinned
or thickened, Now Jared must do what he could to ease the labor
of those who worked, it might be sald, almost in the very
Presence, probing for such veiled truths as had been revealed
e8rlier to Brophets and, by grace, might today be made clearsr
to this select few who were trylng to 1live in a purity equal to
that of the Prophets, When he did enter it was with a humbling
awarengss of hls own shortcomings,

The Masters, however, showed no such low opinion of the
new Xeeper, As hls sandals broke thelr silence they look d up in
smiling welcome, then glanced around to alert any who might have
missed thls arrivel, But smiling wee not enoughf for this young
Brother now become one in Authority, Honor pald Jared was, in a
manner, thelrs, Might he not have beon the son of a son of any
of them? They zot up from the mats that had coddled their old
knees whlle they knelt to read or write of meditate before the

long low tables. An, this rising was all the more meaningful



because some of them, once down, got up only with considerable
ereaking, But up they came, whitebearded except for a few who
were stlll unseasonably brownish, blackish or reddksh, and came
forward in thelr robes (dpifting snow topped at random with
varicolored autumn }eaves) end closed around Jared, nodding
their full approval of this younger Brother now almost one of
the Fifteen but only thies morning on the lowest rung of the
COmﬁuntty ladder,

. They returned to thelr tables still smiling, These
emlles, however, were different, saying now that the Masters
could take no more time from their scrolls. That, as of coupse
the new Master understood, counted up to more than even so
excellent a promotion,

For two or bhree days more the roomful continued to
look up ang smile at the clip of Hared's sandals but then it
only smiled over ghoulders, without really looking away from
the tables.

Jared came every day, as the Overseer had, making hime
self avallable for any request, Thlgs, also, enabled him to make
sure the Attendant did not spend so much time on his ghards and
alphabet that hg neglgcted the bronze inkwells and terra cotta

vages for pens, set between each palr of tables,

®* % % * &

The readlnz, copying and study of the serolls went on,

Some were 0lg and worn, some mint fresh, A few were made of copper




-=52 (and 53 to correct. numberinz,)

nut copper was 80 new in Palestine for writing that many were
unfariliar with 1t and a few older Masters refused to use it, In
addltlon 1s was scarce and so expensive, fome were of papyrus which
wag cheap, Most were of parchment which cost inbgtween and was in
all ways best,

A copper scroll was a single strip long or short, Parchment
and papyrus scrolls were of three or four up to 8 dozen or more
sections sewn together, Parchment was the expertly prepared skins ef
unborn or new-born lambe, goats or calves, Papyrue wos thin, peeled
strips of reed layed slde by slde and another layer crosswise, These
were pounded to set the natural edhesive, rubbed smooth with an ivory
spatula or a éhell with the proper surface, then dried, The finished
papyrus sheet wae grade one to nine but only the first four grades
were consldered sultable for writing, The inferior grades had many
uses but the nines were chiefly for wrapping., The best papyrus was
said to come from reeds out of Lake Hulah, a ghallow little water
above the Sea of Galillee, Dissidents, hewever, plumpesy for papyrus
from Egypt.

Worn out serolls were palnstakingly, and expertly, copled
onto new blanke¥ when the subject matter was sufficlently valusable,
each new letter so llke the old that the likeness was astounsing,

Th, rules for copying, for all writing, were foxed except, of course,
for copper gerolls when some rules, as will be obvious, ala not apply.

Penmen were of two schools, Ong used afimly pointed reed,
The other frayed the reed-end to brush letters on, peinter style, Ink
was 800t or carbon mixed with oil, The attendant prepared carbon
cakes for brushmen, filled inkwells for the others.

The rules for copying, for all writing, were fixed, Each sewn



sect ‘on must have the same number of columns reading from left to
rizght, Each column must have no lese tpan forty-eight 1ines, ne
more then sixty, Bach line must have thirty lettars but gsome letters
were wide, some narrow, s0 an extra one or two was allowed,

Qlastere hung letters from gulde lines as thelr fathers and
grandfathers had, Younger Masters set lotters between two lines, a
ngw style harsly a hundred years old, Both wrote with a preclsion
and beauty which made Jared marvel ss he walked slong the long low tables,

Erasures an, corrpetions (carried out to a margin) were
permitted and took time on copper, Woter wached out mistakes on
papyrus and parchment but sometimes dlsintigrated bplttle, thin
papyrus, Corr _ctlons were intsrlined as well as put on 8 mergin,

Permen dlvided into two schoole, One used a Clrmly sharpened
reed, The other frayed hls resd and brushed le't,rs on, palnter fashion,
Ink was aéot or carton mixed with oll or water, The attenjant made
carbon cakes for brushmen, filled inkwells for the others,

And what were these Erothers in thelr purlty reaglng,
writing and studying? Always the Law handed jsown by great Moses,
Often the Prophets. Sometimes great Davia's szlorlous psalme or later
imitations, Now and then the gtories of Job, Ruth, Esther, Tobit ang
others, From time to time the history of the People, told and retold
by proud chronlelers, An,, naoturally, the Brothers' own commentarie
on ngarly everything under the sun,

The Hasters malintained & tranquil meood throughout each day,
Hut this 4id not mean trenqul scoeptance of hindrences to thelr work,
They were quick to protest bothers ang all the more quick as Jared's
dally visite indleated that thie new Keeper couls be in,uced to put
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the most unsatisfactory condition to rishts,

® # ¥ & % w

Unannounced 1in any formal fashion, Jared's position
did slowly change until he was looked on as ong of the Fifteen
In all but name, He would have been content to stay one of his
Ten, For a ﬁhlle he continued to stand with his group when the
Brpthnrhbod formed for:the evening meal, Even more than before
thls was the most rewarding hour of his day, Lustration over,
hie body cool under white garments which smelled clean and sweet,
he walted with the others in a calming silgnce, hig day's work
rinished, hlg mind untroubl.d,

Ag often as not his mind dwelt on the Community's psalms.
He had mlssed the linearound which the Chaste One was shaping
hls commentary but he dAld not miss many., He sccepted as truth
what the Community's oldapsters sald, that the psalms dr the
Temple were not a patch on thelrs, A1l the world knew, the
oldsters insisted, that many, many Temple psalms were written
for selfish reasons by a 1ittle elique of priests and leaders
of the Leavite choirs there,

Graai David had first established these cholrs and he
was stlll set down as composer of every Temple psalm akthough
no one explained how he could have baen so prolific a poet while
he was general, king and Templ e plamner, But cholrmasters were

forever popping up with a news

Meditatlon of David,



e

Ha Son £ David.

Song of David Aftor Doveg in Distant Terebinths.
Song of Davis After Lili s In the Flelds.

Thyse pop-ups, eritlcal Brothers insisted, were in fact
written for briébes from rich men wanting forgiveness, Naturally,
forglveness seemed more 1ik ly when a psalm linked the briber
with Isreel's greatest more or less forgiven sinner,

The bribes sctirred up the greediest competition, A cholr-
master fllched a good 1line or so from & rival's psalm any coaxed
away his singers and musiclans, Not, of course, a whole chorus or
all seven harps or all six lyres. It was enough to coax Jugt ons
of the baest,

At the Communlty, pselms were composed for the love of the
Lord, Ansy it was snatches of such pesalms that ran through walting
Jared's tired but tranqul minj,

With an offerings of the lips will I bless Him,

On hig steadfagt love I shall lean all the gay.
Hig han.e th tness of heart,

Jared's next advancement was as unexpected and as casual as
hig first. Ong evening he was recalling psalms, comfortablt aware
that hls Ten were also trylng to keep thelr minds on holy thin:s when
the FPifteen passed on its way to the head of the line and the hand of
Prieat of Aaron fell on Jared's shoulder and drew him along,

"Com, 81t with us, Jared,"
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The line of Brothers was staggered, Though no one made a
sound the suddenly stralghtened shoulders ang the quickly 1ifted
headsb, trayed thelr amazement, Such an elevation, almost to member-
ship among the Fifteen, had never been made in this menner before,
Nor had so young a Brother ever been set among those in authority,

Jared sat with the Fifteen thereafter, But for him the
chief consequence was that the meal took on a deeper significance,
His work increased but thot wae another matter, He felt a sharper
purpose in the gvening ritual, The Priest of Aaron's blessing held
a holler note, the psalm singing a richer meaning., The spare meal,
itself, was no more filling but enormously more satlsfying,

In truth, of course, nothing was really changed unless you
counted the lamps used when darkness fell early enougsh to make them
necessary, These grew steadlly fewer because the Priest of Aaron
complained that thelr brightness hurt hie eyes, After a number of
such complaints a Brother recalled that his grendfather had complained
similarly and then had gone blind,

There was, however, Jared's increased work load. He continued
to be called the Keeper of the Scrolls but more and more he plcked up g
dutles that had been the Overseer's, Not all! An aged Brother who
would shortly lay in the cemetary began to kesp 1t tidy, Heber gave
more lelisure hours to the ocasls, so that Jared needed to find almost
no other help for the farmer, But h, stood forward regul:yly now at
the hour of Assigmments which followed
khazhourxaf First Ritual, The grounds and bulldings became his care
and in the Library and feriptorium he did as much or more then his

predecessor,



"weeperi" one Master sald when they all had loarned they
would not be refused anything, "Is there no good Hulah papyrus?
Must I use this eleeszy stuff out of Egypte"

Jared examin.d 1t, The stuff was ummlstak,ably out of
Sgypt, fourth grede et best,

"Egyptlane never make the first grede, " he sald, "But
as long ag Rom, utayi in Palgstine you moy have to use worse,"

"ot on what I em copylng,” the Master sald, "The
Overseer set me 8t it, It is & great writing and dgserves botter,"

Jayed looked at the ola, worn, soroll on the table, Once
hey too, had kept the Librery in ordar and he would have sworn
there was no roll there that he could not 1dentify by some detail,
Color! Znife mariks on ite roller which, more than nkely_, he
himeelf had cut! Its 1ittle fleg Scent] However allke the all
gseemed at first glance svery one had 1ts oddity, Its own mapshy
gsourness &f of papyrus, Its own spgelsl cdor of long gone heat 1f
of coppere. And _ach parchment roll had its own astringency, But
looking hard he discovered no familiasplty ot all,

"sow what 1s this?" he sald,

"mor & time I thought it was go worn that 1t amounted
to nothing,"

But now it does?"

"1t 1o out of Egypt, but not really Egypt. Ethlopla,
retheri But Al xandria sent it to us,"

Algxandria gxplained s little, Alsxendria would not send
a valueless scrolly Algxendria'’s Community had been 01d in wiedom
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when thismg by the Selt Sea began,

"Xeeperi" th, Master eaid, end hle tone madg 1t plain
that he knew he was rgporting @ wonder, "This is a ngw writing
about Enoch,"

Jared wae awed, He would have been by any new Writing
about Caln's eldestk son who had, by falth, been tmna:m into
Hgaven, Who, the Dook sald, had walked with the Loya ond then was
not for the Loxd took him, And the Book of Jubllee told mora,
Hoy Enoch had Xxxaw brought back from Heaven the secret g of
writing, of numbgrs, of the stars snd, to Noah especlslly, the
secret of remedies, And how, in Hgaven, he had seen the march
of them sun and moon and the glorious parade of belngs from all
ten celestial realms, He had seen the phoenix of parfect beauty,
the seraphim which have six winge and the cherubim which never
sleep. H, hed seen the Cuerxdlans, egech having @ whole people in
his charge, Michael had chsnge of Isreel, Jored well knew, Hadn't
he prayed to Michael in the desert?

"Mighty Michaell Oives..”

"Eqeperi" the Master seld, He was openly wheedling. "This
is a eopylng for which I should have better than papyrus, Hot
Coppars” He made @ face, "I won't tyw to use that haxd stuff, but
not even papyrus from Hulah, Papcbment] Unheired, washed, yewashed,
8trotehed and rubbed smooth with pumlee, And the separate eitine
sewn helreide to halrside and fleshslde to flesh =1ds to better
blend adjoining tinte,"

"But we havgn't guch & paychment," Jared said, "The Romons
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make it impossibl, for serolls like that to yeach ue,"

"The Overseer," the oli Master salg, "Had permission to
go into the world outside, You stand here in his place," He was
ot1ll wheedling,

Jared had never feced up tv the possibillity that he, too,
might go Into the world outside, Now perhaps he must, Th, prospect
both thrilled and repelled him, COf course all sorts of goods had
to be hunted in this Romanemaede scarcity, But by him, who had
never been out of sight of the Community?

Well, he had been in the desert, The Chsste one's inter-
cegsion had moade him free to go a long way into the desert, And
laarn] Bpothers told him he had become a desert lier-inewait, And
he wag ably to find cover in next to nothinge-a trouszh, 2 billow,
almoet any shadow, Where many would hsve been easily spotted he
had safely watched unsuspecting carsvans, Romen patrols and
bandits and over and over the usual jumble of trevellers,

But go into the world outside? Deal there with Temple
priests, merchants, innkeepers, beggars, robbers and thlev-g? And
worae, with the gnowing temptations he had managed to subdue in
the desert? Hoy subdue them in the strenge world outelde?

And yat, he told himself, it would be & thing indeed
to deal with the whole lot of bullles, tricksters, bandits, dogs-
inetheesmanger yho, he had beon told, crowded the world outaslde.
Egpeclally Romans end more especially Temple usurers, Lucky that
there was also the prisstly school at Jemnis wheérs money was

money was honeetly weighed and usury wae mever met,
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"I never thought of golnz into the world outelde,™ he
eald, But perhaps it is put upon me, I shall speak to the Priest
of Aaron,"

Thy Priest of Aaron was startled, Jared need not ask
permlesion to do what the Overseoer had done regulariy.

“But of course,” the old man gald, He spoke easlly
because no declslon wae ngeded, It had been made long befors, "Go
as often as you wish, N, ver feel you must speak of it again,”

Jared found the Chaste One on his pock but this time
not wrapped in his commentary, He was looking sobarly across
the desert,

"I am to go Into the world outeide,” Jared sald, "The
Prlest of Aaron permits,”

HI m‘u

"I shall zo to Jerusalem and Jamnia, surely, and saybe
farther."”

"Into the very piti Well, ~ach of us must do his duty,”

"When thay made me Xeeper, I asked your blessing, Will
you bless me aguinst this solng?"

"I blese you every day, whethor you ask or not, whether
Isee you or not,"

Jared knelt, It wes late afternoon and the wind out of
the west felt cold on his back,

"May the lLord keop baseness from your heart) If you stumble

in the inigquity of the flesh, may hls pighteocusness clesnse you,"
Jared turned back to the Mall, This time, when he rvached
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it he d1d not run, He was nét on fire to begin hie new duty, He
went on slowly, puzzling ox,r this blessing, so different from
the earlier one,

But on the day bvefore hies journey started exclitement
put the puzzle out of his mind, He wes sgaln on the sunny ,ock,
this time to ask if there wae anything -~ anything -<hs could do
in the world outside for one who degerved everything,

Kothing, the Chaste Ons told hlwm contentedly, except
to return safe and sound, Hg described the country Jared would
gea, told him what honopred landmarks to look for,

“Aleo," the Chapte One said, "Do not go far your first
day."

"I'11 be starting early. I could go well past
Jerusalem, "

"Stop ,erly. Your fist taste of the world outside will
help when you think how to prepsre for the second and third,"

"There 18 the inn st Netophah on the Incense road, Or
if that too n_or gven for a first day?

"Notophsh is far enough, Speak of me to the unnkeeper
ory, if he ie zone, to hils son,"

Y ou lngw the innkeeperg"

"Wg met in o pass below Jerusslem, A falling wock had
broken his leg, He sold he would never forget,"

'Jand thought back, When he came to the c:;rawnltg._ph_o_
Chegte One, even then, had boﬁn snow white, And the rock wotnd
fallen berér« the Choste One Joined the Brotherhood, And in a
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‘ lon,ly place yhere only the brave and merciful stopped to help.
"The son of the son of the immkeeper should never
forget,™ he said,




wenl e

The inn at Netophah was the most anclent station on the
northern end of the Incense Road and mouldering walls sustéined
the legend that thelr originel rude brick had been improved only
once, Thg walle had been repaired, l,zend eaid, and three
alcoves had been made into one for the inn'e most memorable gugst.

The lggend ran back a thousand years, Then Balkis, queen
of Saba, had come in a soft 1litter to rest in the new, big slcove,
the next day continuing her skgptical journey to test Isrseel's
upstart King, gon of an ex-sheepherder, Five hundred slaves,
captured in one of the ralds yhich made Saba notorious from
Demascus to Thebes followed her,and a hundred milk white calefs
laden with more splees than would ever again reach Jerusalem and
also with ivory, perfumes, preclous stones, a hundred and twenty
tal nte in raw gold from Saba's mines and a dozen beautiful virgins
from Saba's castles,

Netophah was at firet only the hard angle of two distant walls
meetling on a naked desert hill, Stpiding from crgst to trough and
trough to erest of dunes that blllowed endlessly Jared lost sight
of gverything before and behind, but climbing up to each new er, st
his first vlew as he halted to cheek his path was always of the old



imn's rampant wedge,

~ The naked hlll was more than another of the ublquituous
dunes, A compact, solltary peek, 1t pose south of the last vigible
vertebra of the backnone which gtretches from end to end of Pales-
tine, Perhaps crackgd off by an garthguake, it was more rock than
sand and offered boulders agsinst which Hared could brace his
staff, outeroppings for a handhold and patches of bare limestone
on which his sandals slipped, The peak rose graduadly and at the
top flattened out, providing a level walk to the imn's weathesgdd
gates,

These weres in better condition than the mouldering wall,
Of terebinth planks, thelr natural oll and piteh had preserved
them agalinst wind, sun, raln and age, They were closed, of course,
Closed gates discouraged beggars.

Jared slipped from the last limestone pateh to the
flattened top of the hlll and made a fist to knock but he was
s8till several strides from the weathered gates when a feroclous
barking pulled him up.

Dogsi: And not a sort he was famlliar with, He had never
heard suchk snarling and slavering, These beasts sounded mad, He
squared hls shoulders and advanced, Wasn't thies an inn? Well, then
it couldn't mean travellers to be dog~devoured, He knocked., The
barking grew more ferocious and he got a firmer grip on his staff,

A small panel in oﬁe wing of the gate grated bek to make
a shoulder high openings, Itiwaa g0 small that it trimmedthe face
suddenly appearing in itto two narrow oblongs of fat cheek, a

flat-ended nose, brows arching over squinting eyes, almost no fore=
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Netophah was a naked village on a naked desert hill. All around.:
sand dunes billowed so high that a man, descending from crest to trough,
would drop out of sight; but even in the troughs an approaching visitor could
see the Inn's gaunt walls. It loomed on its hill as bare as though dogs
had licked it.

This was the most ancient station on the northern end of the Incense
Road and its legend ran back a thousand years. Then three alcoves had been
made into one for the Inn's most memorable guest. Balkis, queen of Saba,
had come in a soft litter to rest there, continuing the next day her skeptical
journey to test Israsel's upstart king. Five hundred slaves had followed her,
and a hundred milk-white camels laden with spices, ivory, perfumes, precious
stones, a hundred and twenty talents in raw gold from Saba's mines and a
dozen beautiful virgins from Saba's castles.

The hill was a compact, solitary peak. It rose south of the last
visible vertebra of the backbone which stretches from end to end of Palestine.
Perhaps cracked off by an earthquake, it was more rock than sand and offered
boulders against which Jared could brace his staff. The peak rose gradually
and at the top flattened out, providing a level walk to the Inn's weathered
gates.

These were closed, of course, closed gates discouraged beggars.
Jared made a fist to knock but he was still several strides from the gates
when a ferocious barking pulled him up.

Dogs! And not a sort he was familiar with. He had never heard
such snarling and slavering. The beasts sounded mad. He squared his shoulders

and advanced. Wasn't this an inn? Well, then it couldn't mean travellers



to be dog-devoured. He knocked. The barking grew more ferocious and he got

a firmer grip on his staff.
A small panel in one wing of the gate grated back to mke a
shoulder~high opening. It was so small that it trimmed the face suddenly

appearing to two narrow oblongs of fat cheek, a flat nose, brows arching over

squinting eyes, almost no fore-
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head and only a plece of chin below a puckered mouth, For & reason
not at once apparent the bony arch over the eyes had something very
odd about them, Th, cropped face Jerked in response to an unseen
ra8flex and the barking turned into yelpe,

It must have taken a savage kick to sllgnce the brutes even
for a little, Jared was sorry for them,

Inslde the snarling and slavering rgsumed but not so lous
and the squinting eyes measured Jared's worn gamments, tousled black
halr and intense _ark face,

“"What do you want?"

The sour question withheld hoepitality from a traveller
whose girdle did have a lump in it but too big & lump to mean mon .y
and whose staff was stout enough to flatten a gatekeeper, glven
half a chance, H,re mlzht be the worst of beggars,

"To spend the night,"

Jareq made his reply amlable although what he chlefly felt
was embarrassment, For the first time in his 1ife he was about to buy
something and he was not sure thet the imn would want to bother with
80 small a purchase, Every Brother claiming knowledge of the world
outside eald that money was lmportant there above everything else
and this gatekeeper might decide that a few mites did not justify
Openingz hls gates, But, Jared reminded himself, not all travellers
could afford the best, Sourface might be pleased that this one was,

at least, not a baeggar,



2sw6fe== Rovised. Replace in all 3 coples.

"I can pay.,"

The dogs continued to snarl and slaver but the face at
Yhe peephole tilted down ans the dogs fell sllent and the face
came back to full view, Now it was falntly apologetic,

"I woulgn't stay here long if I opened without meking
sure 1t wasn't dust a beggar at the gates," the Gatekeeper sald,

The gates swung back enough to admit 8 narrow man, Jared
squeezed into a great unpaved courtyard, tryinz for a casual sur
which would not reveal that this was his= first visit to an inn,

Two blg watchdogs, half black, half gray snd, Jared
thought, half wolf, muttered, The narrow oblonz of fat chesk, nose,
mouth, .yebrows, eyes and chin gxpanded into a man so fat that he
seemed to waddle standing still, And now the oddness of the epebrows
was cleared up, They were halrless, So was the gatekeeper's entire
face, Even the corrugated ekull was hairless, Not s haven! Halrless!
Some talnt, lack or abortion made 1t impossible for him to grow
hair,

"I am of the Brotherhood," Jared sald and gestured into
the east, "You do know of the Brotherhoodg"

"I'd Just begun to wonder 1f you mightn't be," The puckered
mouth grew less sour,

"I am Jared ben Joktan,"

"I am Obel, If you are one of them I know whers to put you,
In an alcove,"

Jared looked around, An alcove would be one of the roofless

gtalls -= one gnormous == on three sides of the wall,



Over agsinet the fourth wall were the quarters of the inn's
household and alongelde, under an awning to ward off rein and sun,
were two cooking hearths. Large parties of trevellers needed more
than braziers,

"How much for a 1ittle alcove and no wood?” Jared sald,

"1%11 spesk to the mistress,”

Mistreso?"

Jared was startled,

"Where 1o the master?”

"The last master dled & 1ittle while back and sgood riddance,
The old master and his son long ago.,"

Jared began a sollcituoues murmuy but Cbal cut him short,

"The old master and his son left eadness, but thelr time
had comes, The last one 13 where he belongs, Do not mourn for any of
the three, The mistress ls all we need,"

"Tell her I can pay,"”

"I'11 tell her, But she will eay, She says as to all things,"
Obal looked at Jared with eyes almost kind under the heirless brows,
"In the past no Brother has been asked to pay for anything here,"

Jared's heart 3rnﬁ warm,

"I suppose you want food, too?" Obal sals.

Jared tapped his girdle cache of cheese and flat loaves and
shook his head, He had enouzh food for thle evening and the next day
and the next, #e had also, folded into his girdle, a frugel
sufliciency 6f money for new scrolls and everything elee,

"Byt I could use wster for a bath,"

"Ohy, I knows"




Obal, aslong with the whole desert, knew how often the
Brothers bathed and was outraged at belng askted to encourege so
wasteful a practice,

"For a luge-" Jared began, But lustretion would mean little
to Obal, "A small pitcher will do,"

 "iven as to a very smell pitcher the mistress will say.
But I'11 esk when I ask about the slcove,"

Jared looked the stalls over as Obal waddled off, Each held
bed-straw and flrewood, Not much of either; both were scarce in this
degert, If more woarmth were needed the guest probably would have
charcoal and brazier, Most travellers carried these, he knew, But
he would keep wamm without them, Any @lcove in the north wall would
be somewhat protected from the west wind, sure to blow as night
came on,

He heard waddling eteps and turned to see if Obal had
brought water, He hadn't,

"The Mistress says, 'Come) "

Jared felt & touch of panic at thie order to come and stand
before a woman of the world outside, He knew nothins of women aexcept
for the few wives of marrisd brothers,

"She need not bother with me,” he sald, "An alcove and a
1ittle water are all I need,"

"She sald, 'Comge', Obal pepeated, "Here no one keeps the
Mistress walting,"

Thig Mlietress, Jered thought, soubd almost too quick with
orders, But then he re'uked himeelf, I am
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And he followad Obal, trying to decide what a Brother's
manner toward & strange woman of the world outslide ought to be, He
settled on & cool aloofness,

Obal led inte sn all purpose room wherse he hed to duck
strings of garlie and fige hanging from refters, Three women, one
young, looked up, Tha young one, a high colored girl, wae sllcing
carrots into a pot suspended over a frugel hesrth fire, Another
was sewinz, The third's lep balenced & handmill in which she was
grinding graine All three smiled and Jayred flushed but held himself
soberly erect and followed Ubal acyoss the room to & door on which
Obal knocked, Hle fat knuckles made the barely asudible tattoo of
one heslitant about approaching suthority,

A volce gald, "Come," and Jared's testiness washed away in
a8 supge of pleasure, The voices of the hard-worked wives of the
Brothers were usually hurried and sharp, Thie one was lelsursly and
softs The Discipline discouraged the Brotherhood from dwelling on
women's volces but it could not control thoughts in sleep, And
undiseiplined slespy had exorcleed,for Jared, a phantom of womanhood
more satlefactory than any wife of the Brothers, even thouch in
waking hours he had not ylelded enouzh to temptation to yud the lamp
of hils imagination until 1t lighted the phantom, Not now, with his
loins as well as hils thoughts suddenly etirred he extended the ploture
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which slesp had exorcised,

She will be beautoful,

And he followed Obal through the second doorway,

S8he sat across the room in a chair with curved arms that
had been shaped to rest old hands, Now they helped to glive her a
dignity beyond her years, Her own hands rested ln the lap of a greon
dress, Her eyes wers a warm green, A spinning wheel alongside her
chalr sald that the mistress of the inn kept busy, Her full skirt
spread over sandalled feet so that only her toetlips showed, Toes,
sandals, the dress's embroldered hem and ite embossed leather belt
all were brlght vermilllion, And when she stirred a faint tinkling
drifted through the room, Tiny bells hung from her sandal straps,

One of the Prophete had written 1t, Jared remembered, Women
minein ak tink with their feet

She was not, of course, to be put in with the haughty
daughters of Zlon whom the Prophet had rebuked, But, Jared told
himself, feeling dimly that he had Just clambered off a preecipice to
safety, she was not beautiful,

She was older tha. he was although, he deeided, not by
much, And she was no phantom. She could walk the desert, climb this
hill, ride a horse and, faced with her dignity, he understood Obal's,
"No pne keeps the Mistress waiting," But she was not beautiful., Her
brown halr cascoded too stormily over her shoulders,hmd face was
too wlde at the checkbones, her mouth too full and, finally, she was
too wind-browned, Althoush on this bare hill who wouldn't be

wind-browned, If she had been a beautiful woman of the world outside



he might have felt panie again, But he was sure he was equal to thile
brown depert girl for all that she owned an inn,

He Wawmkxzxd touched hand to head and heart.

If the mistress of the lnn was not what Jared had expected
neither, plainly, was he whet she hsd expscted, Her manner had been
deferentisl when she looked past Obal toward the guest he escorted,
But with her first glance the look had changed to surprise and then
@ mild, amused rebulke,

"You didn't tell me, Obal]"

Then she pressed brown hen,s againet brown checks and broke
into laughter, '

Ly ° omotea someone old enough to be a grandfaother," she
gald to Jared, "They all have been,"

for a Wnt Jared struggled for a cool aloofness, But then,
considering how ,umfounded she must have besn with his towering black
hulk when she expected someone like the Overseer he had to grin. And
Obal could not keep his thick lips from twitching and the inneilstress
rocked with mirth,

But contrition qulckly erased Jared's grin, He knew that a
Erother ought not to feel such harmony with a womsn of the world
outside, Moreover, he remembered the Overseer who should have been
here but was under a low mound among the mlgmg:e " of stones
beelde the Balt Sea,

The inn-mistress also sobered, perhape in response to
Jared's sobriety perhaps remembering her grendfather in whose chair
she sat and who, lllke the Overseer, was gone, Her Mpmwn hnmnamd
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from cheeks thot her fingers had pressed pink under the desert byown
and she ptood up, the full skirt swirling scrose tink}ing sandals,
Bplght tendrils of her halyr floated about her head and caught the
light, She was slender and firm breasted and she wes, Jared saw,
toller than he had Judged while she sat, The top of her cascading
hair would be level with hls oyes If they stood close,

"I am Tamar, grenddaughter of Gershon eng daug hter of
Amrem who are both gone, In thelr nomes I welcome one of the holy
Community by the Sslt Sea," she sald,

Nothlng that ths Chaste One had ever taught Jared helped
him to frame a reply but he made a stab at ong, the best that came
to mind,

"I am Jared, In the nase of the Priest of AAron and of the
Brotherhood I thank you'and through you Gershon and Amrsm,”

He was half minded to add gnd your husband, Obal must hove
meant a husbend when he spoke of the one whose passing had been a
good riddence, But she had named only the first two, The husband
elmost surely had been unloved,

Temar sat down ageln and looked at Cbal snd Obal, familliar
with a1l her looks, pushed a seco-d seat ngar her,

Jared sat down and pretended to look amum:mhm:
only the caves of the Community and ite baye rooms and cublcles to
gulde him, seemed luxury, Fired bricks, olled to lay dust, ‘made @
floor under scattered, llvely. yuge lef't, perheps, by grateful coravan
maglers and, also perhaps, byosuse leagues and years had worn them, An
olivewood teble look as though expert rubbing under s thousand hands



sowThuns

duplng scoras of years had bpought it to its eoft graye-green, It
wae set with dishes for dining,

"~ Taboraets and more seats were placed at rendom and bright
plllows wore meattered about and on the walls basing and trays of
copper had been hung, Lomps stood in two wall nichesy A door ajar
~allowed a glimpse of a smaller room with @ pallet,

"This inn has never ssked a Brother to pay for lodging or
food clthef." Tomay said, She smiled, "Go with Obal, When you are
rld of your travel stalng come back, The table will be ready as it
has been made resdy for all earlier Brothers,"

"As I told Obal, I can pay for an alcovs," Jared sald, He
avolded her goze, "And I brought food, You need not take this
troublos "

"If the visits of Brothers troubled us in this imn, I
would feel dlegreced any a Alegroce te my grengfother and fether,"

The deforence with which she had awslted a venerable Brother
was all gone now, Her manner wes that of a young woman who had
learned to desl with men of all sorts «- preemptory ceravasn masters,
bold guards, rude drivers, condescending Jeruselemites, olly Sy,lons,
wily Egyptlans, subtle Greeks, trucuient Samaritans, voletile Arabs,
serpentine Numidlene, now and then a blustering Geul and, of late,
imperious Romans, She had schooled herself to smlile them all into
decorum but hardly with the smile she now turned on Jared, Her
changed manney sald that he peemed less and lese llke one of the
sustere Salt Sea Community,

8bal tells me you are steylng only one night,"



Belateqly, 1t occurred to Jared thet he might bresk the
agresable but forbldden hayomny in emphasizing thot he was more
than an orxdinary Brother,

"I am eont ss the Keeper of the Serolls," he sald,

“The Keeper of the Serollel”

Tamar'e tone confessed thst she A1d not know exactly what
@ Reeper of the Scrolles was, But 1t aleo salad she had expected her
&y n)te be more than an ordinary Brother,

"It has slwaye been one in suthority in the Community who

; ame here, and I see it is now."
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A holy washing, the Fifteen sald, clesnsed spirit as well
as body, Obol's pitcherful was not ample but Jared, sfter his
lustration, did feel twice refreshed, It occurred to him thaet now
might be a time to ponder, as the Cheete One had advised, on what
he had met up with and what still might come and he could pes now
that he would meel many women as well as men and with them the
practices of the Community would not be a sufficlent gulde, So far
gway from the Brotherhood he ought to find rellisble new ones,

Recalling hls early touch pf paniec at she prospect of
facing a strange womsn of the world outsidd he decided that he hed
founde-at lesst might have found --one helpful guide that might maie
future panic less 1lkely, The woman, seen close, had tumed out to
to be only a brown desert girl whose green swirling drees certalnly
held your sye but who was not anyone to confound = man, Sol A
throat when brought out into the open could be seen in its true




proportions and was, usvally, no threet at 211, and out in the
courtyard he nodded to Obal who was back with his m, nuttering
dogs and went back into the alll-purpose room, There he nodded to
the three women, but no more than was courteous from a Brother,

They modded baeck, smlling as before,

Dodginz garlic bulbs and »ige, Jared knocked on the opposite
door. Not Obel's padded tattoo, nor a preemptory hammer but a good
firm thump to show 2 man was moaking 1t,

No volce sald, "Comel" Inatead the door opened and Tamay
beyond, her green skirt swirling and bells tinkling kexskowzshazhadxx
haxrkolgx with a vigor that showed she had hurried/

Jared saw thaet he had misjudged her. She was not at sll
what his oleop had exorecised but she wae warm and vivid and not
dgaert brown, More nearly golden: The harmony returned, He entered
and the door elosed bohind him., The olivewcod table no;w wae spread
with food, Jored 1looked and shook his head,

"ﬁhat do you not like?" Tamar ssid, but lightly becouse the
headshake had not been disapproving,

"I had thouzht of eating bread and cheese in a windy
alcove,"

Tamar laughed and gestured toward a bassin and even thoush
he had Just come from a lustrestion he washed his hande and so 4id
she, That convention finished, they eat down and he bowed hie black
head,

"Bleassed be he who glves food for all,"

Great loses had glven the words to !ﬁhu Tribes and after



mops than a thousand yeave they were stlll fresh and hsartening,

The ctow for which ong of the women had sliced carrots and
gnother had ground wheat contsined aleo Lesns and onlone, And there
were aleo ripe olives,amk a pale, smolt cheese, preoserved glnger
probably left by some ecarsvan and wine, and water to thin the wine,

"Oour Hebron grapes,” Tamar seid, "Make a lizht wine tut it
builds an appetite,"”

Jored moyvellaed,

When the Erothers had wine they thinned it, five parte water
to one of wine, Tamar added two parte water and handed Jared a cup,
her sleeve slipping from a golden asrm, He pipped to be polite,

Eread was a different motter, e took up a flst, round loaf
and prayer came, out of habit,

He cut from the best baked side angd offered her o fragrant
erescent and cut & plece for himself and they hent to the stew, Jared
caught a felnt odor of fishs It would be drled fish from Gallllee,
Accustowed to sllence, Jared 4id not speak but Temar ,id,

“The Brothers who ceme here before you were more like your
Overseer who came often,”

"Not many of ue are that ols, Although the Roman agzrgssion
keeps novices from jolning us,"

| "Romang) " Her shoulders 11fted in condemnation,

"I am on this mipelon becouse the Romans killed the Overseer,”

Jared said,




"What?" Temar sald, "That good 0ld man dead?"

After a moment of sorrowful silence she added: "Dyath
walted a long time for him, But my grendfather used to say that
few mind delaying death,”

“I never knew anyone who enggyed 11fe more than the
Overseer,” Jared sald,

"How long _1; you know him?"

“From the day I came smong the Brothers, I wasn't quite
four years old,"

"Then it was not by your own decislon that you jolned the
Community?®

"Woll, that came 1ster, But I was brought by my fother,”

"Your mother did not minaz”

"It was b,cause my mother had dles that my father brought
me, He had hired himeelf se a caravan gusr, along thls Ross, He saild
he wouly comae back, But the Chaste One t0ld me loter that cersvan
guards live too dangsrously to make thelr promises anything to
count on,"

Temar's han,s went to her cheeks, Jared was to discover
that handp-to=cheels meant chlefly excitement or pleagure,

"The Chaste One? My grenafsther has been zone o long while
ana I haven't heard the Chagte One named since he went. But ir you
know the Chaste One you are twice welecome here,"

"The Chaste One told me to epeak of him, But he meant youp
grandfather, or father, or your father's son, Spesking of him went
out of my mind when I found you were the innkeepor,”



“Here," Tamar sald, "whoever is innkeeper inherits the
duties and honors of all those who were," She spoke with slow dignity,
"And ,specielly I inh,rit the honor of welooming any who come in
the name of the Chaste Onee Do you know him well?"

"He has been a father, grendfather - everything -- to
me," Jored sald, His volce was thick with emotion,

™y grendfether always seld the Chaste One saved his 1life.

He mave help when gcores passed by,"
“I wae told only that a falling yoek huyt your grandfother,”
"Afterward robbers stripped end robbed end beat him, Later,
travellers feared thet if they stopped to help the same robbers
would cateh them,"

"Dis the Chaste One warn you of robbers when you started
thls Joupney?"

“He never soubts I can take care of myself, gven though
I do," Jayed @sald,

"0, courss he doesn't,” Temar gaid, Her gaze rested on
him 1 edmiration,

dared rose, They had finished thelr mesl, But Tamay told
hin she wished to speak of Obal, He sat down again,

"Thet affliction) The lack of halr, He hes has 1t all hie
1ifes Hls own mothor and father could not be towsrd him as they
He left hbhs home when he was lessg than helf zrown, And out in the
avarybody shunned him,"



"Sow why?" Jared eaid, Thy Community shunned noone.

"p,ople thought the taint meant evil, He came Legglng to
this inne=-thet was in my grandfather's day, He wae glven charge of
the gates, But hs feared ou, gueets'dlsgust over his strenge 1ookes"

ghe stopped and looked at Jardd almost, he thought, as
though asking his approval,

"I wish I had the Chaste One's wisdom,"

He sat silent for & moment, then got up agein and thanked
her,

"When will you leave, Jared?"

"Before sune-up, And I'll be back at the Community in three
or four days,"

"Why so garlyt"

"I must get On to Jerusalem and probably Jamnis, too,"

He explained about the papyrus n_eded by one speclal Brother ,

"I have never been to Jerusalem,"” she said, "It ie ngar, but
Hebron is easler to reach and has all we need, But often, from the
desart, I have seen the Temple's golden tip," She put her hanfs to
her cheeks and smiled, "On your return stop hers, You will be welcome
for yourself as well as because of the Chaste One,"

Jared felt the sense of haywmony growing stronger,

"1'11 show you & thing," Temer said and led him to o second
door, oppoeite the one by which he had entered, They went through
to a emall balcony looking out to the desert.zmk Close at hand, in
the starry darkness, the wall of the inn rose and in the well another

door was set,




"/hen you return you are 1ikely to reach the inn after dark,
Ifu will come to thils side first, so knock at this door, If you went
around to the great gate that would be locked and you would have to
rouse Oval and th§ dogs would make a clamor and the whole household
would be waked," .

"'Ir I come when the great gate is closed, I'll knock here,”
Jared =sald,

"Have you food for tomorrow?"

He had plenty, he sald, the whole supply that he had
brought from the Community,

"No matter how early or late you reach the inn," she said,
"Knock, I'1l hear,"

"Oh, I'11 knock," Jarsd said.

He went out into the all-purpose room, empty now, and her
door cloéad behind him,

He flxed himself for the night in his alcove. T hg ylsing
wind was soft and he was pleasantly warm but he did not sleep, In
his loins and mind were the memory of her golden armg and soft volce,

"When you come back, tell me about Jerusalem," she hed sald,

Before dawn, and after a brilef browsing, he was up and
off. Obal waddled up to open the gates 2:: the doge slept. He
ploughed ahgdd, through the darkness and the ocean of sang and reached
a hlll, From there, looking back, he caught the first light. At the
Community thils would be the time of Flrst Ritual,

"We thank thee, Oh Lordi" he chanted sofyly and rlung his
ams high, "We thank thee, Oh Lord!" and ploughed on,



The desert birds knew that night was golng eng b gen to
tell one another, And when the spokes of the whaeel of mopning were
clear, Jared flung himse} £ prostrate for an inetant, then rose
and ploughed ahead once more, The harmony which he had felt
throughout hile evening with Tamar was stll) strong,
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long alter he told himself that it had drugged him sc that
he missed the landmaris which the Chaste One's teaching should have
made arresting =-thy hlgq_gpiahqygr the 11%ttle village called Elam,
where Semson hid nftér;igfifggwthn Philistines hip and thigh; marshy
Bethbasi, & watering plsce on the Incense Roadj great David's
Bethlehenm, 1te 1inestone walle glistening thet early amonz green
fige and gllver-grey ollve treesy and bleck stubs that woul, become
lush vineg and newly ploushed fields later to turn yello. with waving
grain, When o heard & guarded, rebuking volce he turned as though
he had been shaken out of a dream,

"Are you trying to drew bandits or robbers? Do you always
go as though whipped by demons?”

"A tall, weathere d,watchful man more then twlce Jared's
age stood in nice concealment agelinst a dune nj,erly as white ae his
robe,

Jarea blinked 2t him an_ came bacr to conselousness.

"An_ you go unarmed] Do your elders give no counsel at

al1s"
He bgelkoned Jared to ghare hle dune and his gaze marked



sl Bies

the shabby tunlc and threadbare cloak,

"You must belonz to that Community! Who else would trevel
around here without sword, spesr, dagger or even s sling?"

"I have never touched anything but a sling," Jared sald,
"And that Just to whack vultures orf new lambe,”

"with only a ellm:s even your size of 1mb would find bandite
too much vulture, Ard since the Romane have come, they would be more,"

The man's speech had a p,aceable dellberation althoush he
had muscle enough for a fighter and was armed, A sword swung from
a baldpic and o dagger clunzg to his thigh from a hréad balt buokl ed
outalde his robe, All this, Jared would learn later, was Roman style,

"I em molns Juet to Jeruselem and maybe Jamnls,” Jarsd
"Am I really in much denger?”

"Throush hare you are, This is yobber country and Roman
patrols like 1t, too, Bu'l'. we'll soon be emong treee, I !tnow safe
pethe and I, too, sm goling to Jerusalem, Let us zo0 together,"

The man emiled,

"I an Hoth, My villege is Emmaue, Do you know Dmmaus?"

Jared had heard of the smﬂl village ngar Jeruialem,

"I em Jared, I em, 88 you pueseed, from the Selt Sea
Brotherhood, You, company would be weleome If there were no danger,"

They walked along a path plasin tp Heth although for Jared
it only ascerded, ae 1t should, Hﬁeryone knew you got to Jerusalem
only by szolng upe.

Watehful Heth favored 1oy, wellewooded country but now and
then he led to some bare ridge which looked awsy on gvery quarter
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and then Jared glimpsed villages all around and ravines winding down to
the fertile coast and the long gash marking the River Jordan, and palm
decked, balsam blessed Jericho and his own Salt Sea, Any Trees! Trees,
Trges, In contrast to the naked desert trees were everywhere, Plng, oak,
torebinth, tamarask, ash, elm, sycamore, beech, poplar and that spruce
whose sun-flrmed flanks made the best spear shafts, Heth polinted them
all out and also ghrubs -~hazel, splcy storach, ascacla, sumach, willow
and hawthorne, p

"You know this country," Jared sald,

"only falrly. I'm chiefly in Eﬁma?a. fa;aa in Bethlehem
yesterday only to collect a debt, In Emmeus I have a vineyard, sheep
and crop lend, Do you know Rom, has put a éo;ony in Emmaus?"

"Romans in Emmaus?"

The Chaste One had sald Roman colonles sprouted everywhere
after Rome's conquering heel but nothing of a colony in Emmaus,

"reglon vetersns," Heth sald, "You must know of Rome's
legions, even in your Community,"

For all 1ts isolation the Commu ity knew a good ddal about the
leglons which had been aprowl in Palgstine for almost four years, It had
mourned thelr successes in Galilee, had rejolced when Jews pouted Roman
garrisons and took back the southern stronghold, Masada, and ths Forte
Pess of Antonla in Jerusalem,

"I have heard," Jared sald, "Titus Flavlius Sabinus Vespaslanus
commande them,"

"Vespaslenus no longer," Heth sald, "Hys son commands, He is
another Titus, There sre four legions and many auxiliaries, The Fifth
is full of wlld former plrates, The Tenth claims a hundred years of une
broken victories, The Fifteenth boaste that on the seventh




o Gomman

of gach month it cannot be beaten. Apollo, a Roman god, protectes it,
Apoldo and his twin sleter were born on the seventh day of some month,
they say, The Twelfthylll flight for revenge, Three years or so ago
Ouy people drove 1t from Mount Scopus where it is asain encamped, "

He looked at Jared epologetically,

"Don't think I got 2ll this from lies geribbled on broad-
sheets, Men told me who knew what they were talking about, Some
are colonists in Emmaus,"

"Can only four leglions win over us?" Jared sald,

"Titus has any many more auxillaries, Only a few of these
are Homan citizens, like the legionnaires. They come from all over.
Somg from Arable, some from Lebanon, some Agrippa provided and one
lot comes from islands off Spain, They are Balegaric slingers,"

Jargd was thoughtful.

~ "Is this son of Vespaslanus fit for such a command, A son
must be young,"

Hath looked at Jared, estimating,

"He 1s only a few years older than you. H, always wante
vomen which is not a sign of strength; lately he has taken up with
the Herodian Princess Berenice, But hls father treined him and the
lezions follow him,"

"Where is Vespasianus?"

"Back in Hﬂmi. To b§ imperor! But while he commanded here
he set up the Emmaug colony. They sre doing well with their discharge
bonug, Also they were goven our best crop land, vineyards and animsls,"

Jared looked sway not to betrey his thought that some must
be doing well at Heth's expense, The Discipline discouraged a Brother



from any sct or word that might provoke another's resentment,

"And I do well," Heth sald, Hls volce was full of
satlefaction, "OCur waye with planting, plowing, harves:ing and
with animals are unknown to the colonists and when they ask I
help and am repaid,"

"I was told a Roman never pays,”

"After I help I ask, in my turn, about Romen waye with
weapons, I am no fighter, But my only son and his wife were talen by
a plague Jjuet before the last Ingathering, He and I haed Just chosen
a kid for sacpifice in thunks for hervests you would never believe
had come off so small a farm, Now I am the only security of three
grandsons, And although I em no man of war I would flight for my
son's sons, S0 I have asked, And now I kmow why a Romon gpips 8
dagger to make 1t a longor finger, Why they thrust with a sword rether
than slash, While the sword arm is swing up or around to glash, a
Roman thrust can get at your vitale,"

Jared listened raptly to the martisl regcital, His Dipcipline
directed him to think no unp aceful thoughts, But after mastering
the sling (You had to cast almost to a halrvbreadth and hit Juet as
the lumburing vulture seemed to hang motlonless before sinking onteo
its prey) he had more then once saked himeself an unpeaceful question,
It 1t was right to war asgainst vultures, who was 1t wrong to use the
sling or @ better weapon againgt other enemies? He had ssked oftener
after the claying of the Overseer, He asked hiaulfaaif‘ﬁa had never
before been with anyone who might teach the use of weapons he knew
he might need to use sny time now,




"Did4 you learn akout speare,” he sald after a pause,

"I leon least of all to spears,” Heth sald, "I never carry
one, But I aaked, Romang ues two, Ong has & broad, aoubla-adgu& blade
and 1s mainly for thrusting, The other is lighter with o long leon
poilnt that goes in easily, It 1z often hurled, As I sald before, the
truest of these is made of wood from the slde of a spruce tree k
oftenest in the sun, They carry far, but except when thrown from quite
close they can be dodged, Perhaps not by mej; But the colonists say a
troined man need only step to one side or, even, Jjust turn or lean a
1ittle,"”

' Jared let this sink in,
"And alings? Can Romans pling like a Benjaminite?"
"Who avéryonn can sling to a halrsbpeadth and not mips?"
Hethsmiled as he repsated the famillar boast, CGeneratlions
had exiled, because by no means all of the Tribe of Benjamin could
meke the boast good, Yet who could be sure which Benjaminlite could
or couldn't? |
: "The leglons do not take to slinge,” he sald, "Nor do the
Numidian suxiliaries who go into battle ahorssback curved as supple
as snakes behind 1lttle round shields end chanting o wil,k singesong,
But other auxiliaples, from 1slands off Hispanls where the Empire
gete ite best ollives and snalls, these throw even with Benjaminites,
And I think," Heth looked Jayed overs approvingly, "That If you can
whack vul tures you may too,"

"I might not need too much teaching with a sllng," Jared

gsald, "But to use any other weapon I'd need everything,”



"Yougp vows do not fo bid taking up arme?”

"In a way, But it is never forbldden to stand against Sons
of Derkness,"

Jared spoke stoutly, Th, Community had never made its
position on »ighting plain,

"sons of Darknese?"

"The Fifteen pays any who break the Covenant are Sons of
Darknsss,"

"W,11, then, these Romans certeinly are,”

Jared was sure the Century which had come to the Communlty
had broken the Covenant and he told how the Overseer had been slaln,
His sober volce told how much the crime still moved him,

Heth dropped a hend on the younger man's shoulder,

"Lgt me show you what I have tried to learn," he sald,

Japed kindled, The lezions had mainly kept to Gellllee but
might they not come up agalnst Jerusalem? An_, would the Priest of
Aaron then say o to one offaring to defend the Clty and the Temple?
Besldes, as Keeper would he not need to go often into the world
outside where Romens, ss well as other robbers, mlght be on every
hand? Finally, woulaq he ever come on another willing #s we 11 as
able to teach the use of Rome's own weapons?

"If you have time to tesch I have more than enough to
learn,"

“I have plenty for the 1ittle I have plcked up,"

"For even a 11ttle I'll be in your debt."

"Thgn you shall have your first lesson as soon as we are



past Jerusalem, Anj you haven't long to walt or far to go, Look!

Above Heth's beard hie face flamed with color as he pointed,

Jored's eyes, following the pointing flnger, grew bright:
In that tlme for Jews everywhers the Clty and 1its holy temple made
up for centurise of captivity, exlilex defeat and oppresshon,

They ware on a bare rldge, the sun at thelr backs and deep
narrow Kldron Valley before them, At its southern end thls met another
gentler valley betddng eastward for the meeting, In the opposite
direction 1t turned out of sight into the northwest, Where the two
valleys met a small road led to a smallish gate of the City and 1t
was f1l1led with men, women, chlldren, horses, camels, asses, cattle,

sheep, Jared looked and looked,

draw 8 gulck breath} .

Embraced by the valleg, locked in a-matrt of huge walls begun
a millennium garlier the City loomed which, since Solomon, had been
Israel's glory, On a plataah gplit by precipltuous Tyroposon Valley
(which wag not vislble but was suggested) the holy city's stesp
t _rraces cascaded and on the plateau's nearest slde the golden Temple
soared out of the shadow of a bulkin fortress, The Holy Houss, a
showy expanse of marble seemed to drift up behind a slender tower st

enclosing the Temple,

the near cornmer of a wall ymxireXimpxExzryxkximg, The tower was so
lofty that Jared almost thought he was seelng ong of the glorious
crgatures from heavenly realigx 1tg folded wings rlsing to = tip
that all but vanisheg into the blue,

"Here on,y" Heth sald, "may Israel make the commanded




p@cprifices, On'Pawsdver, not far off, we shall come to malke them by
thousands fron all over the world,” His voloe was hoarse with reverence,
Jared nodded 1n an gxoltement too great for words,
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They seranbled down FKldron, orossed a level open spaco and
Heth pointes ahead,

"All Jeruxelem brings ite trash through that,” he sald,

"I knowe The ‘ung mates Everything unclean under the Law,"

The stench camg out to grest them from cartdbeds, packloads,
basketsful thet had besn dumped to steam and yot under the sun, Jared
lookeq dlsapprovingly,

They mot onto the crowded road thay had seen from the ridge
an, Jared notlced that meny men, and some women snd children, corried
e¢hickens and ducks, l,g=-tled two by two, an, hung on the owner's
shoulder,

"They think they'll seve the price of a sacrifice boughs
fyrom the prieste,” Heth sald, "but If the priests find & blenish on
on, of those birde whoever brought it will hsve to buy, An, some
priests can always rind a blemish,"

“The Community 414 not sacrifice birds and animels but
Jared eald nothing, He had heard, of course, that there were priests
who cheated,

Jostled, elbowed, bumped they sot through the gate ang



came to a pool,

"s1loam," Heth sald,

Jared Imelt and drank from his hand in the wary fashion -
of Gideon's three hundredy The water was cool and sweat,

"siloan's water is sald to be zood for the stomsoh,” Heth
gald,

"So I have ready"

"I ngver much 1iked resding, But I have s friend in Jemnia
who lg at 1t all the time, He ig in the school there, His name ia Amos,™

They tumned upt & narrow street which twisted upward, Men,
women, children, 11ttle burdened asses and now and then a horge or
camel arowded between plaster walle that glittersd when the sunlight
fell on thems The orowd, whose many~hued tunice, robes, cloaks end
dresses nmade a bright mosalc akovy dusty cobble stonss included
strengere from foar uway, people of the surrounding countryside and
¢itlizens of Jerusalem, The Jerusalemitos were umls{;: :gt:;d 80
agsured and nimble eyed, Country folks often ceemed manfumad in the
press, 50 much more confusing than the tangle of their hills and
vallayss

Seatigred through the mosalc the crippled and dlseased and
those whe pretended to be seretched out begging hands, The pretenders,
the plekpocketas and tricksters, made covert fraternal signs to one
another before sidling off on search of victims,

Heth, who had been mild with Romans, shoulsered the cheats
unforglvinglys He could not ablde them, he sald, Jared scarcely
notlced them he was so awed by hig flpst sight of crowds, Nowhere elge




in all the world, he thought, could there be another city as crowded
ag Jerusalem?

"This ie only the Lower City," Heth sald, They hed turned
into a narrow strect,

Iin the Upper Clty, Jored would seo, there woere princes
palacgs any merchante mansiones Here, however, exénpt. for poorer
omes and a part set aslde for 'l'mplaj Prieste, ngarly akl wes glven
over to husinoss,

“monboﬁy eertalinly seeme busy," Sared sald, Before thelr
shope, in shode and sunshine, tellors were sewing, lron workers yere
hammering, carpenters were sgwing in Wll view of passersby, |

“Hore's what I came for," Heoth said, He stopped before a
ghoemalker, "My grandeons outgrow footwear before it is half wornm,
The nolse of a smell boy is terri le to hesr when he stubs o toe
that stloks out beyond a sandal eolaes Jared, you never sald what
your erpand is,"

"1 need one fine parchment and a few good papyrus scrolls,”

They came to a shop whlch tempted writers with a dlsplay
of their tools but the proprietor shook his head when asked for
parchnent, As he made more inviting pétterna of ntymgu in ivory
and s¥lver, varlecolored 1itihe pota and traye of red and black ink
and carhon and reeds both polnted and frayed, hie headshalke
exprocased plity for the ignorance that that such & request indlcated,

"The FRoman azgyessclon kepps us short of almost everything,”
he sald, "Or havn't they heard of the aggreseion where you come Lrom}"

He could, however, offer some papyrus and coppery
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"rungpy?” Heth eald, An, then not allowing ttme for an

answer swept one arm in & half cirele that ealled on Jared to look,

11 never sea ocutside Jarusalem, All

"You'rs passing up sighte you
these arcades) Stalls) Boazears! Shopes Thelr cwnars of fer estuff only
gllver end gold smithal

than s211lk! Pabrice from

the rich dare think of buying, Copp,Ts iron,

nga»ers.’. Deolere in slilks nnd 1lingne finer
Indla and farther, "Another arm ewaeen, “llaye A man

Egypt, B&bylon.
amerald bilgger then any

can buy enything from a falae tooth to an

false tooth, But speoking for myself, 1'm ready to eat."
"t sould eat;" Joyed sald, He 100ked &t the sun, almost up

"gut 1'd pather ses the Tenple: "
pafore ve elinb

to mid siy.

fys ollmb for the Temple, 1et's put strength

in our legss Let's eot.”
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Jared dld not need to ask where, All sround were the places
where anyx visitor to Jerusslem could find food ready to eat anq
wolting,

"A man can buy 8 Jerusalemecooked meal nearly as chegp as
he 0an buy just the rew stuff in Emmaus,” Jared sald, "The Romans
haven't cut off our supply of food or of good dalillean and Judean
wine, or a sour stuff called beer," He made @& face." There's beer
of Babylon and Egypt, I can't ,own either, Egyptisn wine is worse,
It's sold hot, cold, sweet and spiced,"”

They came to a restaurant whose bhosomy waltress gestured,
showerinz the scent of a strong perfume,”

"Women in restaurents,” Heth sald, "get themselves up to
please customers, They hopel"

“ore e very price is low," the waltress said, "and we
have perfumed beer,"

"pPorfumed?" Jared looked at Heth, "You missed one;"

"1 Just fprgot," Heth sald, "He smiled, "rerfumed len't
nuch different fromsweet or spiced,”

The waltress gestured agein her necklsce ans bracelets
¢linking, The sound brousght back to Jared a more invitinz chime of
1ittle bells and of golden cheeks more pleseing than this painted
face and eyes ringed with kohl,

They passed through the dorless, windowless frame which
gseparated restaurant from street to @ small table close to a larger
ona, That stood agelnet the inner wall., It held stone slabs on whech

po0d wae arranged, One stone, over @& brazier haelf-full of smouldering

ayd salt, parched grféin,

at round loaves of LOread



charcoal, bore platters of fish, vegefables and s pot of soup, Unheated
slabs displayed salted and dried fish, perched grain, _stes, frultcake,
sveetmeate ond flat round loaves of bread 1llk, the one Jared hasy out
the night before,

Heth chose soup, lentils, bread and figs, Jared nodded that
he would have the same, Hs did not talks his gaze off a ragged papyrus
whuch hun- on the wall over the food slabs and was packed with blz,
bold writing,

It yas his first sizht of a sensation which travellers had
often desoribed, Thlp, Jared told himself, must be ong of the broade
gheets full of gossip that were hawled to asny tradesman who could be
made to bellove that such stuff drew trade, Scribes who were small
eradit to thelr calling wrote them, putting in whatevernewsmongers
had picked up throuchout the City, ehlefly in the Profane Court of
the Temple, Sooner or later everyone went intoxthe Profane Court,

This broadsheet began with an explosive prediction,
TITUS WILL LAY SIEGE TO JERUSALEMS

Jared looked at Heth in glsmay, If this was true the Roman
aggression was on the verge of a terrible advance, a threat not only
to the City but to the Holy Temple,

Hoth broke his bresd and sipped his sopu,

That thing 1s too 0ld to mean anything,” he sald, "look at
1ts flyepecks, Anyway, thoss shests say whatever will inrlame, Our
leaders have denled over and over that Titus will move agoingt the
Cltys So hag Titus, Jerusalem hasg twenty men of valor sor every



legionnaires and auxiliaries in Titus's army and thousefids more are
coming for the Passover,”

Reassured, Jered turned to "is own food and when they had
finlehed he marvelled at Heth's rugged refusel to pay the first bill
that the bosomy waitress presented, He marvelled more when she
settled amiably for 1little more thsn half,

They walked a way up the street and Heth pointed to a long
steep valley appe2ring on thelr 1left, Smsell houses were clinging to
it, Lower down wers larger onee which Heth sald were dalries,

"oyropoeon Valley," he sald. "It's celled the valley of the
cheesemakers b,couse it provides Jerusslem with elmost everything mede

of milk, It's the smelllest place in the Clty next the Dung OGate, But

100k seross 1t."
Across, Jared saw terraced streets, splendld houses each

inside 1ts own wall and, half hidden by the walle, lawns 2nd gardens,

"Is that the Upper Clty:"

"Wwe'll b melng there atter the Temple, To resch the Temple
we kesp this slde of Tyropoeon,"

Jared stepped up his pace although the e¢llmb wae growlng
stesper, Now, soaring sbove him thoush dlstent, he saw a fortress that
hed to te set in & high cliff, .

"Is that the Fortress Antoria?"

"It overlooks the Temple from the north," Heth sald, "while
the Homang held it they could see everything that went on inshlém,

They even had the!r own entrance by the roof of a connecting collonade,

Thanke *oe Tos e, Apoafus Jsus ST &Y, Suies utax , e pav,
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"Amen)" Jayred saild,

"mhat gray wall, Jjust coming into sight above the roofs, is
the Temple wall,"

Jared's heart stirred, Staring, he saw agaln the slim,
vaulting pinnacl . he hed seen from Kidron's crest, If wall and tower
were 8o close, must not the greater wonder appesr soon?

Heth pointed again, but not towsrd the Temple,

"The filnest synagogue in the Clty," he esld,




Jayed looked briefly, The Chaste Ong hed told of synagoguee,
Th,y had risen with the scattering of the Peopls, They éid not replace
the Temple; they were not for sascrifice, But men who trled to do right
in the eyes of the Tord but were too for off for the preseribsd Temple
compliances could go lnto the synagogue of thelr choloe an’ pray and
every Sabbsth hear th, meading from the five books of greal Hoses, The
Chaste One sald they were whereeverths People had wandered, in Egypt,
Afploa, Spain and farther and that even in Jerusalem gach guild and
oraft had bullt 1ts own,

Jared could not hold his eyes long from the pinnacle ang
Heth followed hls gazge '

"Iver  dawn 6 Levite blows a sllver trumpet up there," Heth
sald, "ealling us to worshbp eng saerifice, You know that the greatest
Hercd bullt ths Temple?"

"I know he began 1t, But the Temple was finished only a few
years ago and Herod has been dead for many,"

"H, finished the chief work," Heth sald, "He wanted o Teuple
to wtﬁc out Jerusalem's memoriss of his evile and to prove that an

Jdumg@ign was 8g truly a Jew ss any Judean or Galillean, He allowed

only Temple priests to do the Temple work, Only such holy men were commanded

to learn masonry, carp.ntry, stoneecutting and dellcate wood work
and he would not let them rest untll the Temple was finished, OF
course he also thougsht to cateh the eye of his moster, the Hmparor
in Roms,"

"In the first year," Jared sald, repeating what e had been
told at the Community, "No rein fel by day to sgtop the work but at




alght 1t fell for all the erops,”

"I hove hesrd that, too," Heth sald, "But the lord makes
rain to fell day or night,”

Jared pointed to splkes bristling on top of the wall.

"Thieves must have & hard time getting at the Temple's
riches,”

"ore than those spikes stop them,"” Heth sald, "There are
guarde, And after the Temple is closed at night the Guard Captaln
nemes one epoeclal muayxd, The captain and thle asslattnt close the
gates, They close The Besutiful Gets last of all, The key is put in
8 hole before the gate, A marble slsb covers the hole, A chein hangs
from the marble and the key is fixed to the chaln and the speclal
suayxd rests on the marble but n,ver sleeps, kven if a thiel got
paet the splkes and all the other guarde he could not get into the
Temple unlese he overpowered the guard on the marble,”

They wove tholr way through an enormous complex of bulldings
sssoclated with the Temple and ae they passed Heth 1dentlried many,
fut Hared was not listenins, Beyond and above them was the FHoly
llouse which he had glirpsed from the far slde of Kidron, They
erossed an ope:r spsce and beyond that, before his widening eyes,
rose the sheer face of the wall that enclosed the Temple area,
ponderous, spiked, streteching right and left and, in the ceonter two
prodigious walls, iron fromes inset with sguares of marble and topped
with tlle, !
“Thepe let directly onto the porch overlooking the Profene
Court,"” Heth seid, |




"How mighty Huldah wee that two Templek gates honor herl”

"How mighty your teachers to have taught you so muchy Who
was Huldeh? Why is she so honored?”

"she was a prophetess of Joslah, 8 king of Judsh who d1d
right in the eyes of the Loxd, She foretold thet, for sins, Jerue
salem would buirn, But not in Josiah's day, Not for his eyes, ehe
prouised, 80 great a celsmlty.”

The 012 prophecy reeallsd the proadsheet of the esting
placaes

"Hethy Could this be that time of calamity? Is the sheet
a trus wvarning?"

"I bold you every broadsheet 1les,” Heth egald, He hurried
through the Hulseh @otes,

Jared followed ang came out on @& great ralsed prorcnade,
It yan along the south wall under a roof upheld by massive pillars,
fmaller promenades ron along the east and west walls, Porward was
8 grest, cobbled pavgment,

"The Court of the Gentiles) Th, Profan, Court,” Heth sald,
Hie waved at the great, crowied, cobbbled space,

Leyons, behind a triple terrace, rose the Temple iteelf,
It seomed at [irst a snowy expanse of white mrblo# wlth, off to
one slde, aslender tower, Then Jared saw that it was a slve storied
bullding faced with squares of softly white marble into whioch, at
intervals, b.ight plates of gold were set, It was partly dimmed
'hy an olly gmoke which blllowed up from an uninown source and dplfted
slowly aocross the terrece elouding also the Profane Court anad the
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jostling crowds, But the smoke only partly cleuded the beauty
spresd before Jared who stood motlonlese, |

The Profane Court was, as aslways, packed, It was 8 sight
overy visitor to Jerusalem tried to see and today, as usuel, it
was f1lled with a humen conglomeration from all over the world,
Heth could identify some, Huge Geuls sweated in fur breeches; tall
Afpdlcans stood in 1ittle except their black skinej Oresiks were
extravagantly dresced, as always; Perslans wers lknown bty thelr
splendid broecadesi Egyptians, whose curious religion forsbade a
woolen garment in any of their own places of worshlp wore 60*&09
even here to avold the poesibility of sin, Swarming besgars were
marked by ragged loineloths, '

Wven in such a8 ppismatic throng Jews stood out, Not because
of a reverent alr which the Temple might have inspired but because
of thelr own apparel, Every Jew, of course, wore something white,
Beyon! that, however, meny insulged thelr fancies == violet and
purple wool drom Tyre so costly it was gold by welght; even more
costly eloth from a flax grown im only on, provinee in Indis so
light that wearing it was 1like wearing thistledown,

The atriking apparel of some caduccees, Pharisees, Priests
and Seribes almost gerved as an ldentification, The Scribea ;r,;lrdles
were obviously fashioned to hold up to public view the lnkpot end
pon of thelr ecalling, The Priesta' purple robes were cut consplee
uously short to uncover the immecuiate whlteness of thelr trousers,

The Saduccees's dross vas more extravagent than any Oreek's, The

Phorieess’e shawls and phylacteries drew every eye, Shawls, a8t
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’aah corner; had four white fringes and one of hyacinth, Th, fringes
all but swept the streete and the leather ond wood phylecteries
uh poli shed and ornamented as though ihsy had bean preclous metals,
Yot none of the ovarelaborated members of these four groups sppeared
~overly devout, '

HMon,y chtan-gcu sat agalnst pre-empted columns on the norech
of the Profane Court, gach beside his own 1ittle table and his own
big boxe And all day long, Heth sald, they inched around their
ecoluuns to eecape 8 ohm wind or & burn ing sune Each box was
dlvidod into two compoartments, One held Temple coinagey _.nch coln
stonped on one face with a chelice and on the other with a 1ilys and
the legond, Jerusalem the Holy. The second compartment held a
goulash of coins from everywhere but especially from Roms, Roman
colns ren from superb epecimens honoring @ new Emp ror teo crude
dliske stamped in Antloch or Caeseres when a n,w exareh took over
some nearby plece of the sprawling Impire,

The monﬂycrﬁ-nsara'a chief chore was to supply the halfe
shelzels of Temple colnage which each worshipper must pay yearly, A
four Per cont commisslon wes lawful and the changers inceesantly
dyroned "Just four! No morel Just fourl"

"But they often get much more," Heth sald.

"Howt "

"Wate h thisl"

The rhythmic "Just fouri" had coaxed a gold darie from the
hand of a brocaded Persian, The nonsychanger's numble fingers had
found thot the outlin.s of the coin's archer were mint-fresh, lls



other hand had gestured flatteringly that no further testing was
needed, Then the second hand had cascaded coppers over the 1ittle
table and no sooner had cascaded than had hpaped them into the
Persion's palm,

"Ghgated for sure,” Meth seld, "the Persian ghould have
made @ true count while the colns were on the table,”

ﬂhtékca, Jared turned sway te priests acruss the court,
They were of "ering fowls, doves and animele for ssorifice, In.
substitute for the moneychangers' "Just Foury No morel Just foury"
they were droning "Unblemlished) Unblemished)"

Jayred took a careful loolk,

"Thet isn't unblemished stocks" he sald,

"But you'll notlce that business is brlek," Feth seid and
motioned to move on,

Pushed and jostled, the twe worked scyose the Profane Court
to & baluetrade Lefore the triple terrence, This was the beginning
of the true Temple. The snow and gold loly House yose just beyond,
No Ggntile might pess the balustrede, It bore 2 plaque on all four
gldes warning in Greek and Roman thet anﬁ Bentile who 414 pass
tnvited hie own death,

" But Jared, a Jew, might psase, He might clim: the terracem
steps and go anywhere he chosa aXcopt Into the Holy Place and the
Holy of Holles, He and Hath went around to the Besutiful Gate ana
through 1t into the Court of the Women,

6 _Court of the Womens Jered saw whers his own mother must
have sat with many other anxious mof.lwra aunong the thirteen trunpete
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shaped repositorisce for gifts glven to provide » special sserifice,
She had sat, perhaps after dropping her mites, ond proyed while he
had beon redeemed, se every Tiret born hed to be, from the service
of the lord,

First his fother had takten him and held him while giving
the Temple five pleceo of ellver and only then had returned thelir
son %0 his walting wifes Now his mother ond futher were gone and he
woe the Drotherhood's Keeper of the Serolls, It would, he thought
hove pleased them to lnow,

fle and Heth erossed the Liues and white tilled floor of the
Court of the Women, passed betwoen the plllers colled Jachin and
boaz,; symbole of the unoseailable strength of the lord, and went
through the lofty Hloanor Gote ans inte the Court ¢f lawmel, Thot
divided the epace Leyond Nicanor Gete with the glightly rolsed
Court of thr Pridsts,

low they were looking directly up st the fiveegtoried
Holy House of marble snow and bright gold, Twelve more steps would
bring them onto the poreh of the Holy House, They stared at it
through o could of swoke rolling from the Altar of Burnt Offerings
i the center of the Court of Prieste,

The Altar wes o pyramld of unhewn yroeck, Onc,, late in each
Yoor ond agaln before Passover it wop whitewashed, But i1t had not
¥obt recelived this second cleansing and was grimy oo well ag resking,

The priests around it hed begun thelr day in !meulpto it
white robes, Jow, however, these robes wore stelned with snoke and
smeared with blood,



Som, priests were roping animels for sacriflice, hauling on
the ropes until the beasts were againast posts, forced to stand motione
less awalting the killing knife stroke, Others, at blg stone tables,
were cutting up the butchered animals, washing the portione and
tosalng them onto hooks set into broad, uprisght bvoards until the
smoking Altar had room for new sacrifices, Another group stood bgside
channels cut into the rloor of the court and with long pushaers
forced the thickening waste blood toward two openings, 1like wide
nostrils, _

"Below those holee 1t ralls into wide chutes that take 1t
into Kidron Valley," Heth sald.

At the Altar, more Priests were foriking the meat of sacrifice
onto either side of @ worn red 1ine pointe, down the Altar's centar,
The portions to the right of the iine would buyn eway to the honor
of the Lord, Those to the lef't, sfter little rossting, would be
forked clear of the fire to feed the Priests,

Jared was glad the Comunity did not oefer burnt sacpifices,
He remenbered what Micah had suld:

The smoke drifted inte his eyes and the grimy, white robed
figures blurred and he walked past them and climbed the twelve steps,
Heth followed,

The dcor of the Holy place was closed, He had known it would
be, Only the priest chosen by lot sach day might go in a:@ he on the
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ons day only. And never agein in his 1ifetinme might he be chosen again,
or enter again,

Any Jayed might never pass the moesive pold vine adorbifgx
the door which barred him from ever enterins, Within, 21l Jews knew,
however, stood a great zold candlestilik, and beaslde 1t 8 table on
~hich gach chosen priest placed new shewbread and rmt;:uoh he
tock away the bread of yesterday, A 4 between them was & golden
Altar of Incense on which the chosen priest burned preclsely measured
amountes of stacts, onycha, galbanum, nyrrh and frankincense,

Somewhere behind the Holy Place, sealed off Ly A8ts vell,
was the Holy of Holles, Only the High Priest might entere there -
and he only once a yasr,

"In the Holy of Holles," heth sald, "ls the very Ark thet
loses brought out of Egypt,” fils volece wae yeverently hushed,

Jared had heard otherwise, although he did not say sps The
Chaste One had told hi: tha, probably, the Ark had been destroyed
or carried off centuries before when Bebylon's ralder king,H ebuchade
nezzer, had plllaged Jerusslem, The Holy of Hollgs, the Chaste One
was almost certaln, and sc were many others, was emplye-axcept for
the presence of the Lord,

Jared knelt on the porch and Heth knelt beslde him and then
they went beck down the twelve steps in eilence,

They got back to the erowded Profane Courtand through the
zate in the wapt wall against s tide still flowing full to take
sdvantage of the remalning houre of sacrifice, They crossed the

Tyropoeon bridge, the view lovely %o Jared's desert eyes, The towers,
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turrets, palaces ans mansions, the trenblinz green follage above garden
walls, the occaslonal glimpses into gardens ablaze with color...

1'11 tell Tamar about this,

Heth polnted out the palace of the High Priest Ananus.‘

"Every night the pooyr 11l the basement under that ovefhanglng
poych, The High Priest invites them in to gleep and he feeds them
besldes, He is one who trles to do right in the eyes of the Lord,

They went along the crowded street aithough @ narrower way
alongslde was half gmpty. But this was for those who had sacrificed
and no othser Jew would think of using it, '

Farther on againgt the Clty wall three great square towers
roge, Heth polnted, naming them,

Hippicus, Phagaelus ang Miriamne, They will be strong bastlone
if Jerusalem is ever beseigsd, Heros bullt them to guard his palace, His
grest grandson, Agrippa, 1lives in the palace sometimes now,"

Ahead, on thelr riggt, a street brahched off toard the
palace and Just short of thewsbreet Heth pulled Jared away as a half
dozen liveried horsemen trotted out of-—the=brenchimr—Trtreet,

"Agrippa must be coming, Make yourself gmall, Hie bodyguard
would r!&e you down and never care as much as a mite,"

Marcus Jullus Agrippa, Hered II, Tetrerch of Batabea and of
Trachonitls with Abila an, Toparch of Julius, Tiberiass and Tarichea
did come. Sitting hies mount like a sack of castoff clothes, puigy,
fortylsh and with a face 80 bloodless that Jared wondered what he
ate, he rode wlth half his main bosyguard before, half behin,, His

horse was a handsome but amblinz nag chosen becsuse 1t was not too
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restive for hle 1ll-balanced body ana es he ride his eyes flicked

around for enemles,
"I gon't belleve he trusts even his own guard," Jared sald,

"ang

"He 1likes Caeserea better than Jerusalem," Heth said,
g0 does his princess sister Berenlce," A pause and then he went on,
"I know that in Egypt a royal brother and sister lie togethsr but in
Judea such a thing 1s shameful., Even when they are Idumeans,"

Obgying the Diseipline, Jared offered no unkind opinlon, He
found Heth's gossip a puzzle, Hadn't Heth sald earlier that Berenice
had taken up with Titus? But 1t was all as remote as the vast palace
and 1its towers wer, remote from the Community's humble, sundried
brick bulldings,

When the guards and their treasure werse out of sight Jared
and Heth set off again and came to the Joppa Gate,

"Well," Heth gald, "You'v, seen the Temple but not all of
Jerugsalem, You haven't seen what is underground, Down below there's
another whole elty, Tunnels and caverns that serve as houses and
long narrow black pagsagewaysthat are crowded streets, Thousands on

thousands 1llve underground, Of course most of them are starvetion poor

Oor else afrald
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to risk daylight. .
“I've seen enough," Jared pald, The olly emoke was in his
mind as well aec in his gyess It would be good to get out of the
City, "How about the lesson you are to give me?"
“The lessong Of course)” Heth sald,

* & &% » &

They got through the Joppa Gate and then across the haxd
fomen road paved with yard square blocke of stone, It wan all the
way noythward tp Mamageus and beyond, Then the climbed the far slope
of Hinnom V alley, :

Rephalm Valley came naxt, Glants had once dwelt in Rephainm,
The ghosts of the glants sti1ll did, Nleth sald, although you wasted
time loolting for them unless they were looking for you,

"Maybe we could have the lesson here ond rislk having them
find us," Jared sald, but Heth shook his head,



Acyoss Rephaim they bore west by north from the Rubin on

a trace no better than the one they had followed to Jerusalem,
It led to Emmaus and, b, yond, toward Jamnia,

"It 1en't much travelled," Heth sald, "In no time 1t will
turn up a quiet plae, for your leseon,"”

Wh n they camg to a solitary terebinth spreading its
branches tentwlse hs stopped,

"W, shouldn't take too much time," he said, "You ought to
Zet on, and besides a noise kgvt up too long might dresw someone
we'd just as soon not meet, But 1t won't take long to show you
what I remember of what the colonlsts showed me,"

He took stock of Jared's hard arms, the width of his
shoulders and the solld taper of his sun scorched legs.

"Do you wrestlat"

Younger Brothers, when far away from the eyes of thelr
elders, often tested one another, Jared admitted that he tried a
fall now and the n,

"How of ten did someone get you down?"

"I won my share,"

"The colonists,” Hsth sald, "say a §00; wrestler makes
a good swordeman, Both alm to beet an enemy after ape;gu?i: got
him off balance., Of course strength counts, too, and ¥auzeartatnlyx
axg strong enough,"

He nodded,

"You'll learn quicker than I dld If you'll pay
attention,"”

Jared was ready to pay attention and the! Community's inbred

babll of diucipliine would, Mol



Blsclipline would help.

"The coloniste,”" Heth sald, "Say go slow when you can
until you'vye got some measure of your man, You'll be golng,
gooner or later, agalnst leglonnalres and asuxlllaries and I've
watched them all., An Egystian comes at you like a snake., A Numie-
dden ri.es as though he and his horse were one, A Balgarian
alinging from a hundred paces 1ls harder to dodge than a club at
your head, A Gaul 1s asg blg as a Rephalm glant but slow, And,
of course, a lggionnaire's weaknee ig that he thinks he's the
world's best,

Heth became thoughtful,.

"The colontets say one of our weaknesses 1s staylng with
the sword's edge. The polnt, they claim, 1s faster, Here! 1I'll
try to show you,"

Th,y had only Heth's aword, dagger and hls smallish,
round shileld and Heth gave a swordelesson first,

"The colonists say you almost always have time to draw
but you practice drawing against the once~in-a=life time when
you haven't, Practice until you ,raw as you breathe, Like this,"

Heth's left hand gresped his scabbard to tile his sword
hilt for a neat meseting with the right hand which was sweeping
over, But Heth's grimace acknowledged that even now he wasn't
neat enoursh, He tried a few times more and dld 1ittle better.

"The colonlsts say a sword should come out of the
scabbard as smooth as butter, You try,"

Jared got into Heth's baldric and belt and tried, And
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tpled! Untl} Heth nodded,

"You',.s better already than I," h, sald., "When we finish
I'm going to give you the sword and dagger, Practice whenever you
can,"

"But you need the m,"

"Th,re are spares in Emmaus," Heth sald, He was confident,
"An_ I've done enough favors so that some colonistx won't objJect
to doing me one or two, Now let's try toe dagger.,"

His left hand slapped the dagger sheath agalnet hle left
thigh, Again the hilt was tilted so that the right hand, sweeplng
over, closed on it, He drew again, not however as neatly as he
would have liked, He drew a ddzen times, but always with a heade
shake of self disgust,

"You try," he sald to Jared,

Jared slapped, flxed, tllted, swept and closed,

"It seems to be 8 business of timing, rhythm and
balance,™ he sald.

"It helps, too," Heth sald, "If the inside of the sheath
is not too tight, not too loose, And, of course, prectice helps,"

Jared's mofith set. He would practice, Oh, he would
practice]

"Well!l Th, colonists say the next part of the lesson is
one of the most ilmpoytant, It is this., Don't fight like a lump on
& log. Back ups Th, colonists say this can mean your 1life, If it
will help back up one step. Or three or four! No matter of some-
body thinks you'ype a coward, The colonists say old goldiers back
o Cub neuw emre-tvwentt theoewsso e,
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up but new ones haven't the sense to,"

Until now Jared had accepted the colonlists thinking, note
withstanding that it turned him sway from the Brotherhood's counsel
of peace, But now he was being told to turn away from thet secret
selfpportrait which lles deep in the heart of every young man, He
had never, coneciously, acknowledged the po,tralt., The Disclipline
had kept him from that, But how often, imagining the Brothers one
day marching against the Sons of Dariness, had he not unconsciously
padhtes himeelf plunging to victory? Now he was belng told to
retreat,

16's bol, Jew retreat?

And yet! And yet!

"You just might bring an enemy exactly where you wanted
him if you backed up @ 1little, st the right time," he saild.

"Jugt 't1l you got your chance to gut him o0, slit his
throat," Heth said, "Now I'1l tyy to tell you what they told me
about the parry,"

With both sword and dagger,

"But never," the colonists say, "try to parry when your
enemy's weapon is a ball and ¢ hain, Thpust then! After his swing
passes, Opr back up and be glad you've able to,"

They practiced parriss, Jared learned that, for a parry,
the dagger mizht be held in any number of ways. Except as an
extension of the fingsrs, Then you went in for the kill. For one

parry you held the dagger at pight angles to the hand to turn an
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Jnemy blade or, even, stop a killing thrust with the dagger hllt,

“An”," Heth sald, "sractlce using the dagger in the
left hand to help the sword in the right, You'd hardly belleve
how one helps the other,"

"I think I'm getting it," Jared sald,

"Now the thruet," Heth esald, "It's the meat of every-
thing, And, the colonists say, precﬁlce 't1i1 you can thrust Just
the length of a finger or all the wal, Often th, shortest 1little
thyust will do the Jjob, Sometimes, though; you have to reach to
the 1imit, But never reach so far you lose balance,f

Balance. That was where the lessons of wrestling wouljs
help, Jared thought,

"After thrusting, alwaye try to be sure-footed, ready
to sldestep, advance, go back, or farbher back," Heth said,.

And, as with wrestling, in such shifting,advancing,
backing, the hips could be a blg help,

' "Keep them free to twist, turn," Heth sald. "A small
twist may Bg all you nged. Th colonists say ir a man no more than
turns at the risght time a sword, dagger, spear, Jesvelin or gven a
ball and chain will miss, And the 1ittlest twlst may b, lng your
enemy Jjust when you can stick him,"

Heth

gxrad ran hls tongue over dry lips.

"I haven't talked thos much in a dozen moons,"

But he had finished, And, he sald quite confidently, he
had told all he remembersed from the colonlets' lessons, Jared was

ready to stop, Now he would 1llke, as the Chaste One had advised, to



ponder,

"You are a good teacher, Heth,"

"The colonlists poke fun at me," Heth sald, "I'm such a
slow 1sarner.‘8bmatimea I felt they were willling to teach me only
b_cause they were surel'd never be sble to do much with what they
taught, But you will,"

"I may get past my first enemy, I'll send word,"

"All Emmaus knows where I live., I'te only a 1little town,"

Heth stopped, Both had heard a rustle, Jared polnted toward
a man who stcod somewhat concealed under another terebinth, He wasmed
biz and menacing enough to to by, s robber chief but he was only a
shepherd, Younger than Jared end yellow-halred! An_, at second
glance, with so chgerful a face that it diesipated the natural
first thought of robbers,

Lik_ all shepherds he wore a sheelskin dyed a villainous
red, And at his walet, his leather bslt was inset with a score of
lron studs, It could be a weapon almost as sangerous as a ball and
chain, Even panthers petreated from a shephard's belt, The usual
sling and full pouch hung from the belt, The sllng suggested that
he was a Benjaminite, Benjemlnit,.s, at least some, were as good
with a sling as a Bal,arian,

The stranger carried the usual staff, crooked to hail
8111y lambs out of potholes and heavy enough to do duty as a war
club, Shoved inside the studded belt was a dagger, almost a sword,

Heth and Jared knew, however, that the gdge of a shep-
herd's sword was oftenest used on the hard cheese and stale bread
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which, probab ly, filled his pouch,

"Don't stopl" the strenger said, "I was learning a thing
or two, I think!"

"We've finlshed,” Heth sald, "But come on] Come on! If
you're going our way we'll go together,"

The stranger looked back, another evidence of the cautlion
whlch had parked him under the conceallng terebinth, then ralsed
@ hand in cheerful acceptance,

"This may be a good meating," Heth sald to Jared, "If
this blg yellowhead is golng your way h,'l1l be mood to have along
on a2 strenge road,”

Jared was not sure, He know the dengers of the road to
Jamnla, and Heth had  epeclally mentloned Romans., But nonRomans
had shown, Nor any handits, elther  And there was an advantage
in travelling along., He was tired of talking,

If Heth, as he had sald, hadn't talked so much in a dozen
moons, this was gven truer of Jared who had bgzun to see how
pleasant the Community's sllence could be. Also, he wanted to
ponder, All day the Mistress of the inn at Netophah had woven in
and out of hle thoughts,

However, as the shephard came forward, he felt that he
had seldom gesen anyone so ready to be liked--and to llke,

Heth touched hand to head and heart and gave his name and
place and Jared’'s,

"t am of Bethel," the shepherd said, "I am Eben ben Naher,"

“The sling said you were, likely, from some Bgnjaminlte
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place, The sling looks used,”

"No vulture, ,agle, wolf or hyena gets my lambs," Eb.n
sald; but he laughed to say they should not take that boast too
geriously,

"Phis morning," he sald, "I lsd @ score safely to the
Temple, Everyone unblemished," He was sober now, not to seem to
make light of so serious a thing as Temple buslness,

St111 serious, hg stooped and shetched something with a
finger in the dust, Drawing erect, he glld & sandal across the
sketch but Heth and Jared had seen, It was a fleh,

To Jared the sign, symbol, device ~-flsh or whatever--
meant nothing, But 1t meant something to Heth, He looked from
Eben to Jared and chuckled,

"Youl" he sald to Eben, "And youl" he sald to Jared,
"In one day the two of you, It wouldn't happen again in a thousand,"

"H, must belleve you're very differaent to put you along-
side me," Ebgn sald to Jared,

"I am of the Brotherhood on the Salt Sea," Jared asald,
He was mystiflied,

"Phat brotherhood?™ Eben eald, "Well, a Brother from
there might well be called as different as a Christlan, I guess."

"A Chpistian?™

Jared grappled with the word, trylng to remember where
he had heard 1t and what he had been told about it, Then he
remembared,

Only a 1ittle while ago a few Brothers and an overnight
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guest had talked of a half-forgotten prophet (forerunner, seer,
way-preparer) no oe had been sure exactly how to call him who
had stlrred up Temple leaders many years befors,

"Ch lstian?" Jared said, "From Christ, the Anointed one!"
You've chenged the Greek of 1t to describe your prophet's
followerss™

"We follow a leader who was crucified but returned and
later ascended," EZben sald, "And then he sent back one we never
have seen but is always our help,"

"Why son't you tell him who gave you thet Chplstian?"
Heth dald,

Hq dropped down in the shade of the terebinth and the
others followed, ,

“Pagans of Antioch gave it," Eben sald, "They are great
for nicknames, I have heard that a men ies seldom among them for
8 day before he's zot a nickname,"

"Jyst the same," Jared sald, "It ie strenge that pagans
of Antloch, glven to black maglc as 211 the world knows, have put
thelr nickname on your Anointed,"

"It 1s a strdng name," Eben said, "Some of our leaders
say that in time we may bg called by 1t all the world over,"

"But the fish you drew?" Jered sald, "If it was a fish.
What has that to do wilth your Christ or Christlanaz?"

"It 1s our slzn to strengers who mey be Christians to
make themselves known,"

"But you bghﬂbad it out before anyoneg could see it!"
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"Not anyone who L& ong of us, Those who are not sometimes
set upon a Christian, So we brush out the sign before troublemakers
can tell too easily,"

"What 1f a troublemaker can tell?"

"Welll" Eb,n sald. "If a troublemaker does come at me I
take hls first blow and turn the other cheek fornhls eeonmid, The
anointga told us to," Hls voice wae surprisingly che: ful for one
planning to teke two blows,

"But if a third comee?” Jared sald, He was sure that in
the Community few except the Chaste One would turn the other cheek,

"Well." Eben seld, "A man shouldan't have toitake more
than two, do you think?" Hig question was a plain warning to
troublemakers to expect tit-for-tat,

"With that staff, slipg and almost sword, who'd ex pect
you to take the second?" Heth said,

H, got up., He hed, he suddenly realized, left hls grandsons
longgr alons among Romans than he 1liked, .

"I'm of f," he sald, "I'm overdue at Emmaus as it is."

Jared Jumped up and bggan to take off the sword,

“I told you that was a gift," Heth sald, "And the dagger,
too, You'll nged them more then I before Titus is done with us,
Bguldes the colonists will fix me up. I'll only need to remind
two or three of favors I've done them,"

He smiled In large confidence and set off at a stately
walk, But whlle Jared was still struggling to reply in gratitude
he looked back,



“I'11 be walting for that wordl"

"He doesn't know 1t," Eben sald as Heth continued toward
his grandchildren, "But he thinks the way the Anointed told
Christiens to,"

"How were you led to follow your Anointed?" Jared sald,
"If he's the one I think he i1s he wes crucified before you were
born, long bafore,"

"My srandfather was @ follower when the Anolnted walked
among us,”

“Where are you going now?"

"I am Bethel's shepherd, I must replace the lanbs I sold,
I'm for:Sorek snd Charishim, The grees hss falled on both valleys
and the price of lambswlll be down,"

Jared nodded in satisfactlon., He need not travel alone
and he wag glady He was nog quite sure that this shepherd would
be & zood companion,

"Charishim 1 out of my wey end I must hurry,” he sald,
“To Jemnia, But we can keep togethor as far as Storek end I'a
1ike tog"

He smlled and, ss usual, more with his eyes than his.
mout h, s

Eben tossed hls staff into tho alr and grinned back,

‘o8 @ ® @& @

Jared and Eben pushed steadily westward, T he Riber Rubin
flowed again on thelr left, now Joined by the south branch but still
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But st1ll did not hol, enough ywater to splash over the biggeet rocks
in the gorge 1t was following to reasch the Great S,a, Trees and
ghrubs noy and then dwindled to elmost nothing so that at intervals
the two young men had a clear view all the way to the Valley of
Sorek dappled by shadowe of clouds aflcat in the late afternoon sky,

"I think I'm elright with a sling," Fben sald, breaking a
long silence, "send with a dagger and with thils," He swung his staff,
"But I watched you for quite a time and you seem to have something
speclal about the way you use a sword, Although how cam that be and
you one of the Brotherhood?"

"I have only the f,w things Heth got from the Romens
sottled in Emmous,” Jared eald, "I never had mgrhend on a sword
until today,"

His approvel orf Eben was growlng, Heber, long ago, would
have blurted out a question about Heth's cryptic mantion of walting
for a wordj and elthoush that involved no secret Jared liked Eben's
reserve, On an lupulse he told of the broadshest back in Jerusalem,

"Although Heth says 1t 1s nothing but lles," he ended,

"Jugt the same, the leglons are coming south after pilllaging
Galillee, " Eben sald, H, spoke slowly and thoughtfully., "They've set
up 8 ngw camp at Sebaste besides thelr old one at Cagserea and a
full legion from Damascus has squatted down in Tiberlss on the Ses
of Galllleej and everyona saye Tiberias could joln on two or three
days with Sebaste and Seeserea and ell three could be at Jerusalem's
in no time,"

They walked on, both considoring this,

"These things Heth got from hies Romone," Eben said, "whet



are they?"
- "I'11 try to show you if we come to a place with good cover, "

They went on, Eben expectantly, Jared keepinz hls thoughts
on hig mission, They found no good cover snd finelly werse dipping ‘
down into Sorek Valley., Below them a flateyoofed house of sun dried
bplck had been bullt into the slope and at {irst sight of them a
farmer hung a mdttock over hie shoulder and silently awalted thelr
apppoach, and his wife in the doorway reached for a staff propped
againet one wall of the house,

"They're not very fflendly," Jared sald, "or do you think
Romons have made them leery of every stranger?”

"1'11 ssk about lambs, That might warm the men up,”

The farmer wes laczbless, In all nkllhoodl, he said, the
whole valley was lambless, Egyptian auxillaries Trom Caeserea had
galloped through that morning tnklns_ ngarly everything and giving
due bills, But Rome never really psld, The Egyptlens had ridden on
south after taking all they could uncover, The farmer added, more in
scorg than snger, that they had butchered the lsmbe on the spot,

The scorn puzzled Jared but Eben laughed 1n comprehension,

Th woman, when “ben laughod, pul her staff back agelnst
the house wall,

"Auxlllaries, belng mounted, 4o the foraging for the leglons,"
Eben sald, "The rels south through one 1line of villages and towns, then
baek through snother, These Egyptlane rald for themsslves whaenever
they dare, They keep butchered bullocks, lambs, goats, fowl == gven
egse=--until they raeek, Then they est everything with onlons, But the
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leglonnaires are not meat oaters, not often, They stay with vegetables,
bread, wheat, & 1ittle lard, some vinegsr, What mpat thay eat they
want sﬁbilns frosh, S0 in Cegserea they'll turn up thelr nosees 8t
g!}n. wag butchered here carried south and then 8ll the way back north
by those yellow soms of Bellal,"

"H ow Nomsn ptomechs manage on V,getables is o ml scle,"”
the farmer sald, "I ,oul:n't mok, 1t throush a doy on $he etuff, Thy
world knows 1t toles meat to molke muscle,”

"Thg Romons seem to be proving thelir musole,” Jored sald,

The forasr shrugged And, hie contempt for Romans eng scorn
for “syptlans hovins been reglstered, he grew friendly. '

“bon't try to go fadhher this lote in the day. Spond the
night hore, There's otew with goat meoty

"sns I baked today," the Woman s2id, “he moved cleor of |
‘the staff, | :

‘%1t oot to Jamnis too Yate today to do any good," Jered
seldy

Fhen nodded to gay thet he wes resdy to stop,

"e'11l be in your debt," Jered seld to the couples "and
Lf there's any work to do before the stew or sfter wa'll be glad
to do 1t,"

The farmer, half-apologetioslly, sala that an opening in

the roof parepet should have been made long ogos Then donkiass,
apiven off Sorek's slopecould come onto the roof and tranple and
thresh greln spread out there, Dut the openlng would be 8 lot °°



of work,

"We haven't done a thing all day," @mred sald,

“Except walk," Eben sald,

After the opening had been knocked into the parapet and
the stew eaten, the two stretched out on a sn§3y place bghind
the house, The gratgful farmer and his wife would have p@f them
in the guest chaumber on the improved roof but Jared and Eben wanted
to be whae re thelr early start nect morning would disturb nobody,

"We won't know if the ground is hamd or soft," Eben sald,
His ready laugh was convincing, "We've come all the way from
Jerunalem, We'll be asleep before we stretch out,”

Jared nodded, As 2 motter of fact, however, then started
talking at oncej and they both talked until the stara begen to
twiknle out, The temperemental opposite of hle new friend, Eben
promptly told hisnwhole 1ife story to Jayed,

In Bethel he shepherded the village sheep, lie grands
fother had taken iben, o2s o small boy, into Jeruselem to be baptized
by Chpristiang there, lis parents had spent his gighteonth year trying
to find him a wife, A betrothal had been almogt arranged when
leglonnaires ralded the village and killed his father and mother,
Eben wept, telling how he had discovered thelr bodles when he came
home with hls flock, But heg became his usual cheerful self in
reporting what followed, He had lost ,verything to thes Romans and
the father of hie almost betrothed had turmed off, as a son-in-law,
a penniless orphan who was 8lso a unember of a dlssldent sect,

"so I am atlll ummarried and growlng older every day,"



Ehen oald,

Jared not only wes more reticent, but he had lees to tell,
S%111, drawn out by Fb.n's volubility, he told it

"o you mean you have never beaen really out of the
Community untll this Journay?" Fben said, "Why, you begon that only
yasterday,

Jered agreed, but told no mors,

Kben finslly slept but Jored thought sbout golden Tamar,
He ought, he thoucht, to forget her untll he returned to keep hilse
pronise and toll her about Jeruselem and, at leet, h, 41d, in sleep,

Sleep was short, He was swske before the sun rose and,
while Wben slept on, he went off to pray os ugusl,

As they started osway Fben spoke regretfully of the
Ezyptiona' slauzhter of lambe but he wes sure he would find sll he
needed 1in ahaﬂlmhlu.

"If this farmer understood the Hgyptian lingo,” he seld,
"They weren't plamninz to returm by Chareshim,”

The countyyside continued to descend but the soll which on
the pravious day had been chiefly sand and shale was now black loam,
The trees were bigger ond byush moye plentiful, The trece they hed
followed since parting Crom Heth wee @ plainer, though nsrrow, roasd
besten by many feet , and thls mornine brought more fest to the task,
Sben looked at the thickening procession indigneontly,

"I wish we could zet in enyway one lesoon,”

“We need b tter cover,” Jared sald, "We don't want to put
oﬁ-- on ope show and drsw 8 cro@id, But can you g¥plein somathing, Look}



mlihﬂ*
A

Romens and Judeans all golng peaceably to and from Jamnia] But
yesterday Egyptlan foragers would have butchered us 1f they haa seen
us, Why hae this bloody sggression 1,ft Jamnla untouched?”

"Tthoy say that Titus, llke Vaspasianus, needs Jamnla to
receive supply shipe from all over, Caeserea len't enough, Jamnla
goes untouched eo long as Jamnla leaves Titue's eupply ships untouched,”

"pnobably Jamnla's new school is part of the covenant,"”
Jared sald, "As long as Titus pyrmits hg can hope hls ships will
not be hindered,"

© "Ien't that ouy cover?"

Eben polnted,

"It may be the last chance for my meat strong musclee, I
turn off for Charashim in Just a 1ittle,"

Jared come out of hls speculation, looked and nodded and
they turned toward a pungent cover of epley etorax, fragrant myrtle
and waxy azs8leaés 81l combining into a shield from the procession
along the road,

The lesson went well, Eben wae apt as well ss eager, A
dagger camg neturslly to him end he had already used & crook somewhat
ag @ sword against wild beasts, Point forward] So that he 414 not
need to break a bad habit in order to improve 8 thrust,

He and Jarea took turns with the weapons as Heth and Jared
had,

"This ien't too hard," Eben sald, "I expected you'd show
me trickdfier staff, But I'1l tell you the truth, you're better,”

"I had o headetort,"
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"Nol I think you'll slweys be better, Just ag you'a
outwbestle me even thoush I'm bigger and, I guess, et least as strong,"

"Better that we both start thinking about héw we can beat
Romans, Only lots of practice will let us do that,"

Back on the road the traffic grew thlcker, They Jostled and
wers Jjostled down a long slant toward a nerrowsr, northe-south road
eroseing thelrs and curving southward out of sight around a hill,

"This wayl" Eben said softly and touched Jared and stepped
into @ thicket, "Ammor] Cartel Hear them?"

In his own desert 1f a Jackal howled Jared pretty well knew
the beast's dlrgotion and distance, He pretty well knew any sound and
where 1t cems from, An admi,ing Brother had once sald that if 2 rabblit
hopp,d on the far side of a dune Jared could tell the li::ggc of the
hops Hegre, however, hills instead of wastes and trees and brush instead
of outeroppings sand confused hils esr, When Eben touched him he had
heard no olink or creak and after they took cover he still heard non,,

"From the south!" Eben sald, "Listen!"

Jared et lest 4id heaxr, and as other travellers began to
hunt cover he held his breath to hesr better,

A horseman trotted from behind the hill and now every
traveller scurried, Titue had decyeed a 1ittle Pax Romana for Jamnia
but who dared count on any Romen to be other than merciless and
murdering 1if 1t sulted him% And this armed, armored rider was clgarly
gome sort of soldler of Rome and so, certainly, would be any who
rollowed. And more would follow, Leglonnaires or auxilleries always
ran in packs, like wild dogs,
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Two more prilders trotted from behind the hill and two more
and Jared recalled that the Century had come to the Community in much
the same formoetlon,

Now sadnthing like panic gaet in asg travellers tried to make
themselves small,

About a hunired horsemen, all told, trotted from behind the
b1ll, Half rode before and half behind a secore of carts pil,d with
wilneekins, cesks, sacks, bage and raw meat, Four men, ong naked,
stumbl,d along behind the last cart, thelr arme Jerking with each
steps becaunse the ropee that bound thelr wrists were hitched to the
cart,

"Why prisoners?" Jared said, “Horsemen want to make speed,
Prisonare afoot slow them up,"

"whoever trice to reslist foregers lg seized for punishment
in Cageeres,” ¥ben said, "Look at the naked one, How he must have
tried,"

Dark strgaks criss-eyossed the naked men's back, Jared's
stomech turned over, He had ngver before secn blood drawn by @ whipping
and drled bloclk,

The horsemen rode without saddlee but each streddled a
blanket, Bach had two Jovelins against his right thégh .

"A socket for Javelins is sewn to the strep that holds the
blanket," Eben sald,

A round shield hung at each rider's back and now and then a
horse shied or ppanced bringing into view hie master's scabbarded
sword and thin dagger and,when the suslizht stpuek right, some of the
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yellow facce gleamed ag though they had been polliched, then dusted,

"They are the Egyptien suxilisries who yesterday were in
Sorek,” Tben said and micped at a flurry behind the last cart, He
would have lesped from thelr thicket if Jared had not wrestled hinm
back,

The four pricsoners had slipped thelir ropes, In 2 unison
which muet have been planned theoy dregged the four nearest riders to
the ground, seized and drove four Jjavelins home, then began a dry
deflant scr-oming and set themselves to receive a gcore of other
horsemen who hauled shlelds into plece and rode in,

"Don't just stena and be killed, " Zben eald, "Run} Run}"

"Running len't in thelir plan," Jored saild, "They Rouldn't
outrun horses, They know they'll be killled but before they are they'll
k11l eome snakes,"

Esyptiang _ 88, Hoth had sald, And the
horsemen, truly, were writhing, epinning, darting like snakes and

soundlessly gxeept for the dull b,at of hooves in the thick dust of
the road,
Jgws

Three of the primanmes were pldedn down but before they fell
they struck back, Th, fourth drove s second Javelin under & round
shleld, whipled oclear of the chargem slashed a dagger ascross another
wider's belly and wae golng for & third when half a dozen Egyptlans
hacited him down and plunged thelr mounts over his body lilke so many
donkeys threshing grein,

The commandere of the threshers ceme racing back as thay
began to reform, He surveyed the dead in slilence, gestured furiously

L d



as thoush ssking why a2 hundred Egyptlens could not keep alive while
finlehing off four Jewlsh prisoners and gestured again, scoprnfully, to
say that no one of his own inept dead was worth burrying, Then he

rode back to the head of his column and glgnalled; and the carte and
palrs began to move forward.

"Fouy who had bgen bound got free and killed nine who had
been free alwaysl" Eben sald. "You practlcs, Jarsd and so will I, And
if the Romens come agalnst Jerusalem and the Temple let's mect there,
I'11 stand at your bock amd you at mine, An, all Palestine will call
us such men of valor as these four who have Juet dled, or even as
those of great Joshua,"

Jared looked warily after the vanlshed Ngyptlans, Horsemen
eould easily retumn,

"The Romans will not come aguinet Jerusalem, Hveryone says
they won't, Ana you must got to Charishim and I to Jamnia," .

"Just the same, Jared, 1f Jerusalem les attacked I ,ant to
stand at your back and I want you at mine,"

Jared took fire, liking Eben more and nore,

"And 1f there is fighting I want you at my back," He sald,
fle spoke slowly, to be surely understood, "when the fighting reaches
Jerusalem and the Temple we will meet there, "

Practical where Eben had been only exuberent I he set a
meeting placa,

"We will look for esch other sach noon at the Huldah Getes,"

Eben looked eastward as thouzh he could see the Huldah Gates,

"Bnd 1f we £18d ourselves inside the Temple and can't get
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out," Jared sald, "we'll meet at the south balustrade of warning,"
folemnity replaced exuberance in Eben,

"of 014," he sald, "so the Book tells us, the greatest
oath was when a man placed his hand on a man's thigh and they swore,
Abraham swore so, And Jacob, I am ready to swear so,"

Jared's dark face flushed, He stepped forward,

"I swear so," he sald.

"Ang I swear so," Tben sald,

They drew back as from a sagrifice, But once a2 thing had

béen done Eben was always eager for what came next,

"Now, " he said, "I must find what fermers of Charighinm
have gpare la bs,"

"An, I must get to Jamnia, " Jared said.

The walked dwwn to the blood-soaked crose road and burled
thelr devd, others helping, and Eben took the Charishim turnoff,

® B % % &

The doorkeeper of the Jamnia school was apologetic, as
alyays, when he had to break in upon Amos, Amos, splensidly bearded
plume and preoccupled, sighed in regret at the interruption to his
studles ans in cullt at the selfishness which hls regretacknowledged,
Eut, of course, he nodded,

"Show him in,"

He had never kgpt the Overseer walting and no more would
he thls new Brother un,oubtedly seeking something which the poor

tools of the straltened Salt Sea Community coul., not make 0, its
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meager stock supply.

Amos seldom denled himsels to any visitor, He was not puffed
up b.cause the School had put him in charge of its precious stores, He
was humbly aware thet he was not of the gtuff that makss storekeepers.
He had never aspirsd to be anything but a scholar since ths morning
hls father dripped honey onto hig =oft, six-ysar-old l1llips to sweeten
the beglinning of learning, But from his earllest deys he had tried to
serve the Lord with all hls heart and asll hls sould in very way
asked, Next he served Rhosa, the wife of histbosom and Abigail, the
daugghter of his heart, Naturally, Rhoda came Before Ablgall, It had
always been Rhe™a and Rhoda and Rhoda ang o nly after that /bigail,

He had never told this to Ablgall, She was unwed, Once ghe
was, herself, a wife in whom her husband rejolced, he would undere
stand without any telling,

Amos had merried at nineteen, He had met Rhoda only a
trifle earlier and untll he turnsd to her he had scarcely thought of
marriage. Abigall was born in thelr first year, They had hoped for a
houseful of children but when the midwife told Rhoda shg would never
bear another and Rhoda wept, Amos had chesrfully reminded her that
they already had gach other and Abilgall too. He was aware that he
was unlike some hhebande in thls; he would certainly have loved a
gon; but Rheda was the cgnter of his 1ife.

When they settled down in their first home Amos had been
etarvatlon thle and he remalned so for a while, He had always been
as indifferent to food as he wes devoted to study., A drink of water
when he got up 1n the morning, A fow fizs, gome bread and watered

wine later, And toward evening soup with somstimes a 1ittle meat,



more bread and watered wine ang, now and then, some dates or more
rlgs~--~that was about all., Naturally he dldn't grow plump,

After Abigall came Rhoda realized that gpla fallure was
causing gossip,

"Well! They won't say much longer that I starve my man,"
she sald,

Her mother haq made her a cook who 31d not need to apol-
oglze to anyone and they aroused her to rebelllon, They were older
wives who look for faults in brides and were sure Amog falled te
fatten up bgcause he'd got a poor stick for a wife,

Amog continued hls meager meals, smiling on the wife of
his cholece and the daughter of his heart, But whiic he, studied Rhosa
elipped in with a tray, Sh, placed this close to his hand and how
could hbs fingers not hrope when hls nose was so tempted, Pungent
bread, savory lamb, gucculent chicken, sweetmeats, figs, dates and
raieins and, in season, ap.,lcots, pomegranates any grapes,

Amos all unknowinzly achleved rounder and rounder curves
and was not -ware that from time to time he needed a larger, longer
robe, Rhoja complacently provided a ngw one whenever her measwring
eYe warnéd that hie ballooning front was hiking the hem of the 0ld .
one too far above hie sanjals,

Thus it was a dlstinetly potund Amos who rose to greet the
Community visitor, Since he was accustomed to the 1ittle Overseer he
was as ghocked ae Tamer had been, This long, b _ardlesg, black gyed
young strenger bore himself less llke a Brother than like a new

Joshua, He geemed made to swing the sword that hung from a baldrie



and strike with the dagger in his belt,

The chock was not, however, enough to delay the nod which
told the doorikeepsr to fetch what was offered in welcome to averﬁ
traveller,

"Is the Overseer 1117?" Amos asked then, after Jared had
named himself,

"Worse than 111.,"

Jared told soberly of the Optio's blow,

"I cannot belleve it," Amos salid. "He was too full of life.
Sometimes he almost sanced for Joy over what he found in our ware=-
house, "

"sometimes he seemed almost to dance when the Community's
work went well," Jared sald,

"And now you have taken his place?”

"I am only the Keeper of ths Serolls, But today I am on
the miselon that would have been his,"”

"You are as welcome,"

"Even though, 1ike the Overseer, I comg wanting something?"

"Our warehouse doesn't have everything, The Romans kesp us
short, often of what we most need, But I hope we will have what you
are after,"

The doorkeeper came back with a basin of water and a towel
and later with 5 heavliar tray than he had ever brought for the Over-
seer, This huge newcomer certalnly would have a blgger appetite, When
Jared had eaten he told his story and Amos's eyes shone at the

feeper's enthuslasm over the Enoch Seroll,
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"We have your parchment," he sald, "We will go to the ware-
house now, Then to my home, You'll stay the night, of course,”

Jared had thought of beginning hkg return Joupney this
same evening, But a rest and an ,arly mo,ning start might be better,
especlally since he would be taking an unfamilisr, more southerly
road, He accepted with thanks,

"At home," Amos sald, "we will be by ourselves, my wife and
daughter are are with my wife's mother, She is 111 in a town nearby,
I am sorry yop'll not meet them,"

"Parhaps next time," Jared said,

; "Make the next time soon,"

Rhoda and Abligall, Amos thought, would like this young
scholar who seemed also a man of valor,

On the way to the warehouse, through twisting streets, Jared
began to feel an uneasiness surprising in a city which enjoysd the
pesce of Titus, Townsmen an, an occasional warler townswoman, were
walking wide of allen seamen straggling up from the harbor,

The seamen had made port so recently that they had not
lost thelr sealege and rolled alongm sometimes spraddling almost
from gutter to gutter, Thelr tanned faces, and some 80 black they
couldn't tan spelled out many orizins, All were barefoot with hard
soles which clapped noisily on the cobblestones. They wore capse
stretched down to thelr esarg, But baetween ears and soles nothing
covered them but sweatrags at thelr necks and loincloths. These last
provided folds for the colns sallors bring for fun ashore,

"I'd expected these fellows would be already at work under



the orders of the Centurion Cotta," Amos sald,

"The Centurion Citta?"

“"The Primus Pillug of the Tenth Legion, Titus has 1t up out
of Egypt. He 1e¢ proving so resourceful that Titus usges him for every-
thing,"

"What -o0es an officer of the legions have to do with seamen?"

"These are off newly arrived supply ships. Cotta will ,ivide
the cargoes among Romen camps at Tiberlas, Sebaste and Caeserea, Thgse
geamen want to get inte the clty, as seamen do after s long voyage,
But Cotts wants them for the unlosdlng and to break up the cargoes
into three lots,"

"Coulan't Cotta put men of Jamnia at the work?"

"Jamnia might be less friendly to supply ships if her own
men had to unload them," Ames sald, "Titus wants Jamnia fflendly.
There ls Cotta now,"

They had come to a wilde, central plaza, the town mesting
place, Jared declded, 8t one side, to the right of Jared and Amos,

was watching
a resplendant mounted Roman wxkxhux leglionnalres herd reluctant
seaman, He was tall and so erect that he seemed taller, His inlaly
armor was pollished and 1ts gold and sllver gleamed and a crimson
cloak floated brightly over his horse's rump,

"Titus's officérs wear thelr best, even a helmet with a
ceremonlal crest, in Jamnla," Amos sald, "I thigk they try to match
the splendor of the dress of the chlef Temple priests and of our

princes,™
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It was not the mounted officer's sleamtng armor that ,

Jared, It was the assurance of hls narrow mouth and the rnaolutlon of
his erect body., He had never seen a man so sure of himself,

"There 1s a legen  among the leglons," Amos sald, "of a
centurion who lived a hundred years ago., The greatest of the Caesars
saw g0 much in that Scaeva that he promoted him over all others, The
talk now 1s that Cotta already has had as much honor from Titus ang
is sure of more,”

Jared stualed the Roman who might, hlimself, become a legend,
then looked away tonwhere Cotta had suddenly looked,

Across the plaza a seaman was trying, and pretty success-
fully, too, to dodge three legionnalres whose spears were pricking
him back toward the harbor, He was serany and he limped but he dodged
and sldestepped foxlily and with & flxed, disamminz grin,

He wes trylng to get far enough from the spearpoints to
wkeel and scurry off to the pleasures for which he achsd after so
long aboard ship, And, except for the ankle which now ang then turned
hls grin into 2 grimace, he might have made 1t, But finally the fox
was boxed, Only his eyes had freedom though he still squirmed , At
lagt one exasperated lagionnair: reversed his spear to knock the
elusive quarry gquisi,

The heavy butt did not fall. Cotta had called out, The trie
closed and ppicked the seaman toward the unloading,

“Now!" Amos saiq ang skipped into an alley while everyone
was watching captors end captive and then into the warehouse,

"Men to unloag the ships," he sald when safely inside, "are



80 needed that you, who could do twice as much ae any seaman, might
have been questioned and when they found you were not of Jamnia
pressed into the work,"

Jared shook his head at the prospsct which Community
lgnorance had kept him from foreseeing. The need for mgn might
have d_,layed for days hls return to the Community and to Netophah,

"What dla Cotta say to make hls three ease up on that
dodger?" he sald,

"We've but together a language that most of us understand
but this time I caught only retiarius."

A retlarius, Jared knew, was a gladlator who dought nearly
maked, but with 2 trident and net, against a fully armored and armed
opponent,

"My guses," Amos sald, "1s that Cotta was telling the three
not ro pisk crippling a man who might be very good with a trident and
net,"

"Let that ankle mend and he might be great," Jared sald,

"lately," Amos sald, "there have been reports that Titus
is going to build a compound to pen up the strongest prilsoners taken
in his aggression, They'll be for a spectacle in Rome t0 celsbrate
his victory over Palestine,”

"He hasn't wen his victory yet,"

"Romans believe they never lose,"

Jared looked around the werehouse and forgot Roma.

What might geem meager t& Ames was richness teo Jared, The
Overseer, he thought, had had reason to dance, They found parchment




and nearly everythinzg else izhat Jared nesded and oterted back to Amos's
housee

_ "rest a while, if you llke," Amos sald, "And then we'll ;mn
a qulet uweal and you can tell me about yourself, You don't seem the
kind thet usuelly turnse %o the Comunity."

| "There's not much to tell about me,” Jeyed seld, "but you

should tell me of the Sehool, The Brothers willl waht to know about
the School,”

Jared peersd up from the bottom of Netophah's weastern slope
to the ut___tle gate ln. the inn's weet wall, The store all were out end
the moon, .tea. oxcept that it was behind @ cloudy In Jaunis he had
reckoned thot after a night's rest and an early start he would fetohik
Netophah Iin two days and @ night end parxt of » second, This koon and
these stoers eald that the gecond wae less than half over,

"the gate will be locked," Tamar had #aid, "bBut if you knock
I'11 let you in, If you went sround to the great gate the doge would
wake the whole household,” |

Thinking of her again, ss he had thought almost all the way
from Jamnia ho could not doubt thet she had meant ghe would not mind
belng roussd,

Hg olimbed the hill and knocked, No answeri But he had not
expected one inetantly, He knocked ageln and WX heard an inn,r door
open and throush o ereck in the gate saw e candle come towaxr® him
acppse the small terrece, Tewar was holdins 1t and when she opened




the gote her eyas glowed in the condle light, Her hoir hung thick, thick

around her shoulders,

"You have come back to toll oe about Jerusalen's wonders,"”
she said ond loughed ond Jored flushed in & suddenly mounting exeltee
ment,

Ehe put out her free hand and he took it and they went inte
the roon where she had received him before and ghe set the candle
down and thelr other hands clasped, '

“You d1d not forzet,"she sald,

"How could 17"

"You have weapons, But loft with only a otaff,"

"A friend taught me & 1ittle about using them, then gave
them to me,"

"Ph,y must be heavy, Take them off, An, I'11 find food,"

He lald the sword, baldric, dogger and belt on s table.

"I'm not hungry,” he salj, But hg was =«he roallzedes
starving for the glowing girl before him,

Ho put @ hand on her golden awrm and, under the loose sleeve,
movad it to her choulder and she flung both her ams about his neck,

The bones, blood, flesh and sinews which msde up the leng
body now quiwtly widee-eyed (on Awaltener would be wide-eyed so near
dawn) wee possesased by two mans, Ong wae the Weeper of the Serolls
who would shortly be hurrying back to the Communit , his mind closed
to evorything but his sucocgseful mleslon and the dutles shesd, The

g T e,



other hed @ min, oqually closed to ev erything but Temor, And now this
other morked, with continuing enchantment, Temer asleep under a mellow

b,on from a yall lamp in the adjoining eoom,

It was impossible, Jared was sure, thot Tamar could have
roueed, risen and gone and lighted the lamp. Hven asleep he hed been
too aware of her not to have known if che had left hinm e¢ven briefly.
He had beon keeping motlionless mwk so that she might not waken but
now she turned and touched his face as thoush to meke sure ghe had
not dreomed,

"Don't you ever wear a bearda?"

"y wigsest counsellor advised me sgalingt o eo."

Rer fingses told her thet he wea smiling,.

"All men wear beaxds) Exc,pt you snd, of course, soms Romons,"

"I don' ¢ spenk for Fomone, But I was told not %0 becouse
long ago 8 great king told his soldliers not to,"

"Why?"

"Shave off the handle by which sn enemy may seize you,"
the king enld, "Ans his soldlers did and went on to conguer the world,"

His volee had been merry but now scbered,

"It 18 time for me to z0,"

"But you will come back?"

Vhenever they had awalkened through the night their talk had
come around to when he mupt go and when he would come baek, She had
had hle promise over and over but he gave 1t again,

"The cave I sleep in has two entrences, I can leave sfter




ans 141k

after dark, 1'11 conme,"

Hey hands turned hle moouth 0 hars,

"o not gzo,"

Thoy kilseed,

"1 am pledged," he sald,

She Imow that pledges must be kept, Her slansmaen would not
have held thie lonsly inn 1f they had broken tholrs, She herself wes
pledged, To Cbal, to her three women, in a way to all travellars,
She had continued to importune Jared becsuse his volce, even when
he refused her, sald what she wanted to herr over® and over,

She had learned long sgo what 1t was to be deslred, Jared,
however, deglred her as she never had beon befors, And she had never
glven hereelf as she hed this night, She hed married only bescuss
hey grendfether had wanted to make her secure,

- "I'11 see you on your way,"” she sald,

“Lis warm, Thls is the way I want to think of you,"

"Nol" she lesaped up, laughlng, her halr cascading, "I want
to think of you striding serose the desert, up ana down the Qunes
and up 8gelnessssbut On your way beck to me,"

He setiled hls baldric over a shoulder, buckled his bent
and made sure his dagger was firmly sheathsd, and they went out to
the 11ttle gote, He held her close, then turned down the hill molng
headlong over limgsiine paiches and outeroppilngs and up and down
vinder uffled cresis, Tomar watched, lie waved se he veered cast and

she waved, The sun got up and he grew small among the sandy wastes,
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