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-deSEanéing'frém.éfést to trough,
A

t even in the troughs an approaching visitor could

X

~ see the Inn's gaunt walls.

It loomed on its hill as bare as though dogs

;' i had licked it.
This was the most ancient station on the northern end of the Incense
|f$bad and its legend ran back a thousand years. Then threé alcoves had been

/ .tfiéade into one for the Inn's most memorable guest. Balkis, queen of'SaB&i

B A ﬁ,had come in a soft litter to rest there, continuing the next day herJ3k§éf;¢dl

'~ﬁi§jeurney to test Israel's upstart king. Five hundred slaves had fallowed He£,|
- and a hundred milk-white camels laden with spices, ivory, perfumes, precious
Cgstoﬁes, a hundred and twenty talents in raw gold from Saba's mines and a
fi;~3J' dozen beautiful virgins from Saba's castles.
The hill was a compact, solitary peak. It rose south of the last
visible vertebra of the backbone which stretches from end to end of Palestine.
~ Perhaps cracked off by an earthquake, it was more rock than sand and offered
boulders against which Jared could brace his staff. The peak rose gradually
and at the top flattened out, providing a level walk to the Inn's weathered
gates.
These were closed, of coursej closed gates discouraged beggars.

Jared made a fist to knock but he was still several strides from the gates

;:ﬁhen a ferocious barking pulled him up.

o | s
Dogs! And not a sort he was familiar with. He had never heard =

uch snarling and slavering. The beasts sounded mad. Hea;anteﬂ-hisushgulﬁggg9f

and advanced. Wasn't this an inn? Well, then it céﬁ@ﬂﬁitﬁm@an-travéILhr&_j;.

L\ = =




to be dog-devoured. He knocked. The barking grew more ferocious and he got

a firmer grip on his staff.
A small panel in one wing of the gate grated back to mke a

shoulder-high opening. It was so small that it trimmed the face suddenly

~ appearing to two narrow oblongs of fat cheek, a flat nose, brows arching over

squinting eyes, almost no fore-




The inn at Netophoh was the most anclent station on the
northern end oi-.: the Incense poad and mouldering walle sustéined
the legend that thelr orizinsl rude brick had been improved only
once, Thg walle hed been repsired, l,send eald, and three
@lcovee had besn mede into one for the inn'e most memorable guest,

Thg lggend ren back a thousand yesrs, Then Balkis, Queen
of Saba, had comg in a soft litter to rest in the new, big elcovs._

the next dsy continuing her Q@t,ptlui\.gaumy to test Iersel's

upstart King, gon of an ex~sheepherder, Flve hundred slaves,

eaptured in one of the yalds yhich made Seba notorious (fmm e
Dsmageous to Thobca followed her,and o hundred milk white calefs (ri«eCs’
laden with nore splees than would ever agein reech Jerusslem amd %

also with ivory, perfumes, preclous stones, o hundred and twenty

talgnts in raw gold from Seba's mines and @ dozen beautiful virsins

from Saba's castles, . ’“ 5
he  Doan il
Hetophah was at first only the harg angle of two distant walls

meeting on a naked desert hill, Stplding from crest to trough and

trough to erest of dunes thet blllowed endlessly Jared lost sight

of gqverything before and behind, but climbing up to cach new or, st
hls first view ag he hslted to cheek his path wae slwaye of the old
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inn's rempant wedges,
! (The naked hill wae more than snother of the ublquituous
dunes, A compact, solltary peak, it yose gouth of the last vigible
A Vertebre of the bacikhone which gtretches from end to end of Palege
tine, Perhaps crackgd off by an egarthqguske, 1t was more rock than
4 sand and offered bhoulders against which &m could brace his
» staff, outeroppings for a hand‘hoid and patches of bare limestone
on which his sendale slipped, Ths penk rose gredusdly and at the
top rlattened out, providing a level walk to ths imn's weatheepdd
gaten,

| '5;: Of terebinth planks, their naturel oil and pitech had preserved
them asgsinst wind, sun, rain end age, They were clozed, Of course,
Closed gatee dlscouraged beggars.
| Jared sllpped from the last limestone pateh to the
i flattened top of the hill and made a flet to knock but he was
still several etrides from the weathered gataes when a ferocious
barking pullgd him up,

Doged And not & sort he was familier with, He had never
heard suchk snarling and slavering, Thesde beasts sounded mad, He
squared hie shoulders and edvanced, Wasn't this en inn? Well, then
it couldn't mean travellers to be dog~davoured, He knocked, The
barking grew more ferocious and he got a firmer grip on his staff,

A gnall panel in one wing of the gate grated bl to make
@ shoulder-high openins. It was 8o smell thet it trimmedthe face,
7 suddenly appearing in 1%1'.0 two narrow oblongs of fat cheek, @

These weres in better condition than the mouldering mu'.m

flat-ended noee, brows arching over equinting eyes, almost no foree




,-a-dém Rqvisod, @13« in 81l three coples,

head and only @& plece of chin below 2 puckered mouth, For a resson
N not at once apparent the bony arch”over the eyes had something very
0dd about theom, Thy cropped face Jjerked in response to sn unsesen
woflex and the barking turned into yelps,

It must hove taken a savege klck to sllgnce the brutes even
for a 11ttle, Jared wag sorry for them,

Inslde the snarling and slavering rycumsed butf{;;ot 8o 1},‘3“‘.’:‘ \,
and the squinting eyes measured Jared's worn garments, t.ouale;l"black
hair and intense dark face,

"Whet do you want?"

The sour question withheld hospitality from a traveller
whose gilrdle 414 have & lump in 1t but too big o lump to mson mony
and whose staff was stout enough to flatten s gatekeeper, ziven
helf a chance, H,re might be the worst of baggors,

"To spend the night,"

Jared made hle reply amiable although what he chiefly felt
was emberrassment, For the first time in his 1ife he was about to buy
something end he was not sure thet the inn would want to bother with
80 small a purchase, Every Brother claiming knowledge of the world
outelde sald thet money was ilmportant there above evarything else
and thls gatekeeper might declde that 2 few mites dld not jJustify
openinz his gates, But, Jared peminded himeelf, not all travellere
could afford the bast, Sourface might be pleased that thias one was,
at least, not a beggar,



wewlTeee Rovised, Replage in all 3 coples,

“I ocan pay,"
The doge continued to snarl and slaver but the face at
$he peephole tilted down ans the dogs fell silent and the fooe
«~ come back to full views Now it -wes failntly apologetic,
"I woulan't etay here long If I opened without making
sure 1t woen't dust a bLegger at the gates," the Gatekeeper sald,
The gates swung back enouszh to admit a narrow maq:”%arca
< squeezed into a great unpaved courtyard, tryinz for a casusl al'r
&#ﬂt (}hlch would not yeveal that thile wasg his first visit to en iun>
Two blg watchdogs, half black, half grey snd, Jayed
thought, half wolf, muttered, The narrow oblonz of fat cheek, nose,
mouth, ,yebrows, eyes and chin gxpanded into a man so fat that he
geened to waddle standing etlll, And now the oddness of the epebrows
was cleared ups They wers hairless, S0 was the gotekesper's entire
x face, Even the corrugated ekull waee hairless, Not g _haven! Halirless}

U SIS [C .

1 Gome talint, lack or aﬁortlggfuaéc it impoesidble for him to grow
halr, jh(mivu‘1“¥$ﬁﬁ
3 - am of the Brotherhood," Jared sald aend gestured into
. the east, "You do kmow of the Brotherhood}"
"I'a Just begun to wonder If you mizhtn't bey" The puckered
mouth grev less

I am Obel, If you aryxe one of theqjl know wherg to put you,
In an alcove,"
Jargd looked around, An alcove would be one of the roofless

gtalls -« one gnormous -=- on three gides of the wall,
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Over ageinst the fourth wall were the quarters of the inn's
household and alongside, under an awning to ward off raln and sun,
were two cooking hearths, Large parties of travellers needed more
than braziers,

"How much for a 1ittle alcove and no wood?" Jared sald,

"1'11 speak to the mistress,"

5 r{lstress?')'_‘»
/Jared ﬁéﬁ.atartled.J

"here is the master?”

"The last mester dled a 1ittle whlle back and good riddance,
The old master and his son, long ago,"

Jared began a sollcltuous murmur but OCbal cut him short,

"Phe o0ld master and his son left sadness, but thelr time
had come, The last one 1s where he belongs, Do not mourn for any of
the three. The mistress 1s all we need,”

"Tell her I can pay." !

"I'11l tell her, But she will say, She says as to all things,"
Obal looked at Jared with eyes almost kind under the heirless brows,
"In the past no Brother has been asked to pay for anything here,"

Jared's heart grew warm,

comgons here has not forgotten the Chaste One.

"I suppose you want food, too?" Obal sals.

Jared tapped his glrdle cache of cheese and flat loaves and
shook hig head, He had enouzh food for :i;% evening and the next day
and the next., He had also, folded into his girdle, a frugal
sufficiency of money for new scrolls and everything elae,

"But I could use water for a bath," W Sadd -

“'Oh' I knOW: AR R A - e e TR l
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________ Obal, along with the whole desert, knew how often the
Erothers bathed and:;§= outraged at belng asked to encourage so
wasteful a practica,

| "For a lug~-" Jared began, But lustrastion would mean 1little

‘ﬂ»i
A to Obal. "A small pitcher will do,"

But I'11 ask when I ask about the alcove," *
. hj&.-
M (o Jared looked the stalls over as Obal waddled off. EacL held

I..U\.. |
N "f) y i
yrk- bed=gtraw and firewocod, Not much of eilther; both were scarce in this

"Bven as to a very smsll pitcher the mlstress wlll say.
desert, If more warmth were needed the guest probably would have W5 (e
charcoal and brazier. Most travellers carried these, he knew, But
he would keep warm without them, Any alcove in the north well would
be somewhat protected from the west wind, sure to blow as night
came on,

He heard waddling steps and turned to see if Obal had
brought water, He hadn't,
"Phe Mistress says, 'Come) "

Jared felt a touch of panic at this order to come and stand
before a woman of the world outslde, He knew nothlinz of women except
for the few wives of marrled brothers,

"She need not bother with me, " he saild, "An alcove and a

11ttle water are all I need.,"

"She sald, 'COmg.'QIOhal ropeated, "Here no one keeps the

/ Mistress walting,"
A Thig Mletress, Jared thought, aoundfalmoat too quick with
orders, But then he retuked himeelf, I am the one who too gujck, /
GaL— By wIEn Tt e AN NE - NOT I UIHO T e Rt a6 LN 8L 8. LiRg-¢
piring-the-Ghaste-One-had-4014
Within-the StPaRFer a8 Foten-the-strenser's 12 g leg the la



How _can I be, when g inn has not forgotten the Chaste One?

Also ke remembered a thing the Chaste One had told him,

Within the stranger's mates the stranger's law 1s the
law of the zuest,
And he followed Obal, trying to decide what a Brother's

rutd !
manner toward a strange woman of the world outside ought to be, He

settled on a cool aloofness,
Karzd

Obal led into an all purpose room where he had to duck

strings of garlic and figs hancing from refters, Three women, one

- young, looked up, The young one, a high-colored girl, was slicing

carrots into a pot suspended over a frugal hearth fire, Another
was sewingz, The third's lap balanced a handmill in which she was
grinding grain. All three smliled and Jared flushed but held himself
goberly erect and followed Obal acyoss the room to a door on which
Obal knocked, Hls fat knuckles made the barely audible tattoo of
one heslitant about approaching authority,

A volce said, "Come,"

and Jared's testiness washed away in
a surge of pleasure, The volces of the hard=worked wives of the:
Brothers were usually hurried and sharp, This one was leisurely and
soft., The Discipline discouraged the Brotherhood from dwellingz on
women's volces but 1t could not control thoughts in slesp. And

undlsciplined elespx had exorcised,for Jared, a phantom of womanhood

~ more satlsfactory than any wife of the Brothers, evenm though in

waking hours he had not ylelded enough to temptation to yud the lamp
(bt
of his 1imaglnation until it lighted the phantom, Xot now, with his

loine as well as his thoughts suddenly stlrraq)ha extended the plcturs
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0 dress, W«-~m—rmgm;{@_ gpinning wheel slongside her
x chelr sald thot the mistrees of the inn kept buay) Her full skirt

which slesp had exorcised,

2 And he followad Obal throush the second doorway,

Thae Ruatess
Shg sat acrose the room in 2 chalr with curved arme that

|
1

had been shaped to rest 0ld hands, Now they helped to give her a

dignity beyond her years, Her own hande rested in the lap of a green
‘ SRR 5 i

sproad over sandelled feet so that only her toetips showed, Toes,
sandals, the dress's embroldered hem and its embossed leather belt
all were bright vermillion, And when she stirred a folnt tinkling
dprifted through the room, Tiny bells hung from her sandal straps,

One of the Prophetes had written it, Jared remembered, domen

She was not, of course, to be put in with tho haughty
daughtors of Zlon whom the Prophet had rebuked, But, Jared told
himeelf, feeling dimly that he had Juet clambered off a precipice to
safety, she wae not besutiful,

She was older tha: he was although, he decided, not by
much, And she wae no phantom, She could walk the deurt\»:fgﬁ{nh this
hill, ride a horse and, faced with her dignity, he understood Obal's,
"No gne keeps the Mistross walting," But she was not beautiful, Her
brown hair casc:ded too stormily over her shoulders,had face was
too wide at the cheokbones, her mouth too full and, finally, she was
too wind-browned, Althouzh on this bare hill who wouldn't be

7
x Wind-browned, If she had been a beanutlful woman of the world outside




\(rd

. hg might have felt panie agaln, But he was sure he was e@qual to thils ,:
" brown desert girl[éor all that she owned an 1nn;} ;;
He hawsdxamd& touched hand to head and heart, l

If the mistress of the inn was not what Jared had expected & ‘%

neither, plainly, was he what she had expected, Her maﬁnar had been % 3
deferential when she looked past Obal toward the guest he escorted, é% f?,

>~ But with her first glance the look had changed to surprise and then to v?hj.
a mild, amused rebuke, :f L
"You didn't tell me, Oball" ,_,E =

Then she pressed brown han,s ageinst brown cheeks and broke Lg;ﬁ

into laughter, .; ,;

"I expected someons old enoush to be a grandfather," she r% ig

gald to Jared, "They all have been," . e é
For a moment Jared struggled forﬁi&ﬁool aloofnesgs, But then, - i

/,< do-cl %
/. considering how sumfounded she must have been with his towering biaek_

A

> hulk when she expected someone liks the Overaae;)bo~haéate»gr&n€“Ahd
~ Obal could not keep hls thick 1ips from twitching and the inn=}istress
rocked with mirth,

But contrition qulckly erased Jared's grin, He knew that a
Brother ought not to feel such harmony with a woman of the world
outslde, Morsover, he remembered the Overseer who should have bean

stunted forest

here but was under a low mound among the farmpkxafxs of stones
bgslde the Balt Sea,

The inn-mistress also sobered, perheps in response to
Jared's sobriety perhaps remembering her grendfather in whose chalr
she sat and who, 1like the Overseer, was gone, Her kpawm handsdropped
d yopped.  Lrom cheeles—tiemtte gere-had.prassed pink under th
desert Brown and she st06d Up; the-fuld-skirt.swirling across
tinkling 8andalB.....ommmesmm ———————




from éliceke that her fingers had pressed pink under the desert bypown
~and she stood up, the full skirt swirling aoroggliinkling sandals,
Bplght tendrils of her hair floated about her head and caught the
light, She was glender and firm breasted and she was, Jared saw,
taller than he had judged while she sat, The top of her cascading
halr would be level with hls eyes 1f they stood close,
"I am Temar, grenddaughter of Gershon and daug hter of
Amram who are both gone. In thelr nomes I welcome one of the holy
Community by the Salt Sea," she salg,
Nothling that the Chaste One had ever taught Jared helped
him to frame a reply but he made a stab at ong, the best that came
~ to mind, |
r "I am Jared, In the nane of the Priest of AAron and of the
Brotherhood I thank you'and through you Gershon and Amram,"
He was half minded to add gnd your hugband. Obal must have
meant a husband when he spoke of the one whose passing had been a
good riddance, But she had named only the first two, The husband
almost surely had been unloved,
Tamar sat down agsin and looked at Obal and Obal, famillar
with all her looks, pushed a seco-d seat ngar her,
on what, with
Jared sat down and pretended to look around yxhasimgxihxkx
only the caves of the Community and 1ts bare rooms and cublcles to
gulde him, seemed luxury, Fired bricks, olled to lay dust, made a
floor under scattered, lively rpuge left, perhsps, by grateful caravan
masters and, also perhaps, bacause leagues and years had worn thom, An

olivewood table look as though expert rubbing under a thousand hands

.
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during scor.s of yearse had brought it to 1ts soft gray-green, It
was set wibh dishes for dln;n5.~

(E;;ofaégﬂana-more geats were placed at random and bright
plllows were scattered about and on the walle basins and trays of
copper had been hung, Lamps stood in two wall niches, A door ajar
allowed a glimpse of a smaller room with & pallet,

"This inn has never ssked & Brother to pay for lodging or
food elther," Tamar said, She emiled, "Go with Obal, When you are
rld of your travel stains come back, Thg table will be ready as it
has been made ready for all earlier Brothers,"

"As I told Obal, I can pay for an alcovs,” Jared said. He
avolded her gaze, "And I brought food, You need not take this
trouble, "

. "If the visits of Brothers troubled us in this inn, I
2 ;Séia feel disgraced an, a dlsgrace te my grangfather and father,"

The deference with which she had awalted s venerable Brother
was all gone now, Her manner was that of a young woman who had
learned to deal with men of all sorts -- preemptory caraven mastesrs,
bold guards, rude drivers, condescending Jerusalemites, olly Sy,lans,
wlly Egyptlans, subtle Greeks, truculent Samarlitans, voletile Arabs,
garpentine Numidlans, now and then a blustering Gaul and, of late,
imperious Romens, Shg had schooled herself to smlle them all into
decorum but hardly with the smile she now turned on Jared, Her
changed manner sald that he sesmed 1éss and less llke one of the
austere Balt Sea Community,

' Bbal tells me you are staying only one night,"
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Belatedly, it occurred to Jared that he might break the
< Agreeable but forbidden hgfymny ig emphasizing that he was more
than an ordinary Brothsr,

"I am sent as the Keeper of the Serolls," he sald,

"The Keeper of the Serolls!"

i B e

Tamar's tone confessed that she did not know axactly what

. e oh Ry
oF. N Khapar of the Scrolls was, But it also aaia she had cup.o£e&~hur

0 guest tafba more than an ordlnary Brother,

M'H:i"
L=

"It has always been one in authority in the Community who
”\‘c f*.’ :
¥ eame here,.and I ses it ig now, "

K

# % & & »

A holy washing, the Fiftesn sald, clesnsed spirit as well
as body, Obal's pitéherful was not ample but Jared, after his

lustretion, did fesl twlice refreshed, It occurred to him that now, - —

fan gALSN

might be a8 time to ponder, as the Chaste One had advised, on what
ﬁxi’ he had met up with and what st1ll might come and he could see acw
4; » that he would meet many women as well 55’333?5&3‘:Itn them the
"4} practices of the Community would not be a sufficlent sulde, So—far
away from-the Brothsrhood ?s ought to find relliable new ones,
Recalling hls ea;ly touch pf panic at 8he prospect of

facing a strange woman of the world outsidd he decided that he had

{I—@ P Uy

~« found--at least might have found ~-one helpful gulde that-night male
future panlic less 1lkely, The woman, seen close, had turned out to
to be only a brown desert girl whose green swirling dress certalnly
held your eye but who was not anyone to confound a man, So! A

threat when brought out into the open could be sesn in its true

e

A —

e N
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proportions and was, usually, no threat_at all, ang out én the
courtyard he noig:fbto Obal who xgejzsoi'with his u:::u;a. muttering
dogs and went beok into the allY-purpose room, There he nodded to
the three women, but no more than was courteous from a Brother,‘”“é
They modded back, smlling as bafore, _

Dodginz garlic bulbs and »igs, Jared knocked on the opposite
door. Not Obal's padded tattoo, nor a preemptory hammer;put a good
firm thump to show & man was making it,

No volce said, "Come," Instead the door opened and Tamar stoss
beyond, her green skirt swirling an&?%ells tinkling kexshowzghazhadxx
kuxrkedyx with a vigor %t;;.ahowad ghe had hurried/

Jared saw that he had miejudged her, She was not at all
what hls sleep had exorclsed but she was warm and vivid and not
dgsert brown, More nearly goldan. The harmony returned., He entered
and the door elosed bshind hlmLMT%a olivewood table now was spread
with food, Jared looked and shook his head,

"What do you not like?" Tamar sald, but 1lghtly beceouse the
headshake had not been dlsapproving,

"I had thought of eating bread and cheese in a windy
alcove," :

Mo

Tamar laughed and gestured toward a basin and gven though
he had Jjust come from @ lustretion he washed hls hande and so did
she, That convention finished, they sat down and he bowed his black
head,

"Blessed be he who gives food for all, "

Great Moses had glven the words to the Tribes and after
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feek
53,

e

e

moyre than a thousand years they were stlll fresh and heartening.

The stew for which one of the women had sliced carrotes and
another had ground wheat contained also beans and onlons, And there
. wers éi&%w;iﬁe olives,ank a pals, soft cheese, preserved ginger;~ =

_ probably left by some caravan and wine, and water to thin the—wine

"Our Hebron grapes," Tamar saild, 3ﬁgke a light wine but it
builds an appetits,"

Jared marvelled,

they need wine appetitel

When the Brothers had wine they thinned it, five parts water
to one of wine, Tamar added two parts water and handed Jared a cup,
- her-sleeve slipping from a golden-arm, He sipped to be polite,

Bread was a different matter, He took up 2 flat, round loaf
and praysr came, out of habit,

Blessed be thou who hath brousht brgaad from the garth,

He cut from the boet baked side ang offered her a fragrant
crescent and cut a plece for himself and they bent to the stew, Jared
caught a faint odor of fish. It would be dr'ed fish from Gallllese,
Accustomed to silencs, J;;;E dld not speak but Tamar _id.

“The Brothers who came here baefore you were more like your
Oversesr who came often,"

"Not many of us are that ols, Although the Roman azgzression
keeps novices from joining ue,"

"Romans!" Her shoulders 11fted in, condemnation,

"I am on thie mission because the Romans kllled the Overseer, "
Jared sald,
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2 "What?" Tamar sald, "That good old man?daad?“

After a moment of sorrowful silence she added: "Dgath
walted a long time for him, But my grandfather used to say that
few mind delaying death,"

"I never knew anyone who endggyed 1ife more than the
Overseer," Jared sald,

"How long _14 you know him?"

"From the day I came among the Brothers, I wasn't quite
four yeare o01d,"

"Then 1t wes not by your own decislon that you joined the
Community?"

"Well, that came later, But I was brought by my fether,"

"Your mother did not minaz"

"It was b,cause my mother had dles that my father brought
me, He had hilred himself as a caravan guer, along this Roag, He sald
he wouls come back, But the Chaste One told me later that caravan
guards 1lve too dangerously to make thelr promlses anything to
count on,"

Tamar's han,s went to her cheeks, Jared was to dlescover
that hands-to=cheeks mesnt chlefly excitement or pleasure,

"The Chaste One? My grangfather has been gone a long while
anj I haven't heard the Chaste One named since he went. But if you
know the Chaste Ons you are twice welcome here," |

"The Chaste One told me to spesk of him. But he maanéfyour
grandfather, or father, or your father's son., Speaking of hiﬁ went

out of my mind when I found you were the innkeeper,"



4 "Here," Tamar sald, "Whoever is innkeeper inherits the

0?{F

;\

¢‘\I

duties and honors of all those who were," She spoke with slow dignity,
“And gspeclally I inh,rit the honor of welcoming any who come in
the name of the Chaste Oneg. Do you know him well?"
"He has been a father, grendfather -~ everything - to
me)" Jared saild, His volce was thick with emotion,
"My grandfather always sald the Chaste One saved his 1ife.
He gave help when scores paaaad,gy.”
"I was told only that a falling pock hupt your grandfather,"
"Afterward robbers stripped and robbed and beat hlm?"hj,!fntcay
travellers feared that,if they stopped to help,the same robbers
would catech them,"

S0 _the Chaste One had risked robbers when he stopped to

1 ather!

"Dis the Chaste One warn you of robbers when you started
thies jouprney?"

"He never soubts I can take care of myself, ”eﬂven—-‘ttr&u‘@’h'"
1L do," Jared sald,

"0, courge he doesn't," Tamar gald. Her gaze rested on
him 19 admiration,

Jared rose, They had finished thelr mesl, But Tamar told
hin she wished to speak of Obals He sat down again,

"That affliction! The lack of hair, He has hag 1t all his
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1ife, Hls own mother and father could not be toward hlm as they (% B
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{\Hs lef't hha home when he was less than half grown, And out in the lr’

verybody shunned him," \ o d
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¥ ) "Poople thought the taint meant evil. He came begging te
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 thls inn--that was in my srandrather 8 dshmm given charge of
§ f‘- o4 %v'\‘ A b :
" 1 the gates, But he feam ouy, guasts‘ﬂiggm«ma‘/h&a—u:}mso—}ookﬁj
N She stopped and looked at Jardd almost, he thought, as

though asking his aﬁpwm. pAAN N : '
"I wish I had the Chaste One's wladoms"fm@' ?&“’”‘\"'
He sat silent for a moment, then got up again and thanked
her,
"When will you leave, Jared?"
"Before sun-up .\1 4nd-I'll be back at- the Community-in-three-
< ep.four days,"
"Why so early?"
"I must get on to Jerusalem and probably Jemnla, too,"
He explained 'éﬁﬁgﬁ%%ﬁ‘ef;m"w ~“ong -speclal Brother',
“I have never been to Jerusalem,” she sald., "It is ngar::b:%w*

%“’ﬁ‘ Ue 3ChieX B Vet 538w W Torepbas faldin ¥ip Guam
Hebron is easiar to reach and has all we ncad *M%M

&7 7 deserty-I-have-seen-the Temple's- geiémub&pf" She put her hanfs to
< Gond LA it E N TR BN
% . xher cheeks and smiled, "On your roturn) stc:-p h&aﬂq\fmu will be welcome
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; for yourself as well as because of the Chaste Ona."
r'{'
Jared felt the sense of harmony growlng stronger,
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S e "I'11 show you & thing," Tamar said and led him to 2 second
door, Opnoa!.ta the one by which he had entered. They went t.hmugh 2 et
m-.( P L
~ to a mail_hu.ooﬁ-y looking out to the desert.,am& Close at hand, in

~o ¥
the starry darkness, the wall of the inn wose and in the wall another

door was set,
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o "/hen you veturn you are llkely to reach the inn after dark,

o g )

" ¥6u will come to this side firet, so knock at this door, If you went~
Y around-to the grest gate thet would be locked and you would have to

¢ rouse Otal jand the dogs would make a clamor and the whole household
0 v / ¢

would be waked,"

"If I come when the great gate is closed, I'll knock here,"
Jared sald,

"Have you food for tomorrow?"

He had plenty, he sald, the whole supply that he had

brought from the Community,
“No matter how early or late you reach the inn," she said,
"Knock, I'11 heax,”
'l "Oh, I'11 knock," Jarsd said,
| He went out into the all-purpose room, empty now, and her
| door closed hehind him,

TN m:zm& hﬂuﬁr for the -nisht in bie.aloove, T hs ylsing
) (O b
“l wind was seft.and-he-wes pleassantly wam)but. he d1d not sleep, In

hie loins f‘md mind were the mamory of her golden armg and soft volce,

B W (Tt m'
>~ “When.you.come- tell me about Jerusalem,” she hed sald,
1 Bafore dawn, and after s brief %wrowsing, he was up and

' but
A crr. Cbal waddled ‘B%‘ to open the gntes axd the dogs slept, % Tase

\\ }‘ﬂ-“’v-l LL!} En Gr&pd'l
0 ploughed ahadd.hthmu the darknese and the ocean of sand an&-uac&ud&
AAMA |
oi‘hm:‘mﬁ—thuo. looklng back, he caught the first light, At the
Community thie would bo the time of Flrst Ritual,

X “We thank thee, Oh Lordi" he chanted so-ﬁ}y and flung his

f  arms high, "We thank thee, Oh Lord)" ua.;—m.




welilve

The desert birds knew that night was golng ang b gan to
tell one another, And when theg spokes of the wheel of moprning were
clear, Jared flung himself prostrate for-an-instent, then rose
and ploughed ahead once more, FThe—harmony which-he-hed-felt"
throushout  his evening with Tamar-was-still -strong,
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long after he told himself that %% had drugged him so that

he miesed the landmarks which the Chaste One's teaching should have
made arresting --thg high cave over the 1ittle village called ﬁlam,
vwhere Semson hid after smiting the Philistines hilp and thigh; marshy
Bethbasi, a watering place on the Incense Road; great David's
Bethlehem, its limestone walls glistening that early among green
figs and silver-gra& olive treesy and black stubs that woul, bscome
lush vines and newly plouszhed flalnglater to turn yellow~ with waving
grain, When je heard a guarded, rebuking volce he turned as though
he had been shaken out of a dream,

"Ave you trying to drew bandits or robbers? Do you always
g0 as though whipped by demons?”

83 ta-vﬁ, weathere d,%i man more than twice Jared's
age stood in nlce concealment against a dune n,arly as whlte as hie
robe,

Jareq blinked at him an_ came bac: to consciousness.

"Anﬁ you go unarmed] Do your elders give no counsel at

allz?"

He bgckoned Jared to ghare hils dune and hls gaze marked



the shabby tunic and thresdbare ecloak,

"You must belong to that Community! Who else would travel
around here without sword, spear, dagger or even a sling?"

"I have never touched enything but a sling," Jared sald,
"And that Just to whack vultures orf new lamba," '

"With only & elinz even your size of lamb would find bandite
too much vulture, And since thse Romane have come, they would be more,"

The man's speech had a pyaceable deliberation slthough he
had muscle enough for a fighter and was armed, A sword swung from
a baldplc and a dagger clung to hls thigh from a broad belt buckled
outslde hls robe, All this, Jared would learn later, was Roman style.

"I am golngz just to Jerusalem and maybe Jamnia," Jered Saw),
"Am I ryally in much danger?"

"Through here you are, This is yobber country and Roman
patrols 11ke it, too, But we'll soon be among trees, I know safe
patha and I, too, am going to Jerusalem, Let us zo together," e |

The mancealled, R L O

g i Heth, My village 1s Emmaus, Do you know Emmaus?"

Jared had heard of the small village ngar Jeruialem,

"I am Jared, I am, as you guessed, from the Salt Sea
Brotherhood, You, company would be welcoégiiﬁ\thara were no danger,"

They walked along a path plaln to Heth although for Jared
it only ascended, aes it should, Everyone knew you got to Jerusalem
only-by golng up.

Watehful Heth favored loy, well-wooded country but now and

then he led to some bare ridge which looked away on gvery quarter



and then Jored glimpsed villsges all around and ravines winding down to
the fertile coset and the long gach marking the River Jordan, snd pelm
decked, I-i;alaaﬁ blessed Jericho and hie own Salt Sea, An,y Trees! Trees)
Trgess In contrast to the naked desert trees were everywhere, Plng, oak,
tarabinth, temarask, ash, elm, sycamore, 'baeoh, poplar and that spruce
whose sun~fimed flanks made tho best spesr shafts, Heth pointed them
all out and slso shrubs e-hazel, splcy storach, scaclas, sumach, willow |
and hawthomne,
"You know this country,” Jared said,

ql | "wh;: I'm chiefly in Emmaus, I 'uu in Dethlehenm
yesterday only to collect a debt, In Emmaus ;t have & vineyard, pheep
énd erop lend. Do you know Hm_ has put a colony in Emmaus?”

"Romans in Emmaue?"

i

The Chaste Cne had sald Romen colonies sprouted everywhere
after Rome's conquaring heel ‘but nothing of o colony in Emmaus,

"-egion veterans,” Heth sald, "You must know of Rome's
legions, even in your Community,"

For 81l its isolotion the Commu ity knew a good ddal sbout the
leglons which had been aprowl in Palgstine for almost four years, It had

mourned thelr successes in Jalilee, had rejolced when Jews ypouted Roman
garrisons and took back the southern 'atmnghold, Mageda, and the Forte
Pose of Antonla in Jerusalem,

"I have heard," Jared seid, "Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus
commands them,"

"Vespoaslanus no longer," Heth said, "Hys son commande, e is
another Titus, There are four leglione and many suxilieries, The Fifth
ls full of wild former pirates, The Tonth claims a hunired years of une
broken victories, They Fifteenth boasts that on the seventh

— o




of pach month 1t cammot be beaten, Apollo, s Roman god, protects it,
Apoldbo and his twin sicter were born on the seventh day of some month,
they say, The TVulrtﬂ;111 fight for revenge, Three years or so ago
ouy people drove 1t from Mount Scopus where 1t is agaln encamped,"”

He looked st Jared apologetically,

"Don't think I gmot all this from lies geribbled on broade
sheets, Men told me who knew what they were talking about, Some
are colonigts in Emmaus,"

"Can only four leglons win over us?" Jaresd sald,

"Titus hes any meny more auxilisries, Only a few of these
@re Roman ecitizens, llke the leglonnalres, They come from all over,
Somg from Arabla, some from Lebanon, some Agripps provided and one
1ot comes from islonds off Spain, They are Beleariec slingers,"

Jared was thoughtful,

"Is this smon of Vespasisnus r1§ for such a commnnd? A gon
must be young,"

fith looked at Jared, estimating,

"He 1s only a few ysars older then you, Hy always wente
women which 1s not & sign of strengthi lately he has taken up with
the Herodlan Princess Berenice, But his father treined him oand the
lezions follow him,"

"Where 1s Vespasianue?"

"Beck in Rome, To be Mmperor! Eut while he commanded hers
he set up the Emmoug colony. They are doing well with thelr discharge

bonug, Also they were goven our best crop land, vineyards and animals,"

Japrsd looked sway not to betray his thought that some must
be doing well at Heth's expense, The Diseipline discouraged o Drother
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from any act or word that might provoke another's resentment,

“And I do well," Heth said, Hls volce was full of
satisfaction, "Our ways with planting, plowlng, harvesting and
with animals are unknown to the coloniets and when they ask I
help and am repaid,"

"I was told a Roman never pays,”

"After I help I ask, in my turn, about Roman ways with
weapone, I am no fighter, But my only son and hls wife were taken by
a plague Just bgfore the last Ingathering., He and I had just chosen
a kid for sacpifice in thonks for hervests you would never belleve
had come off so small a farm, Now I am the only security of three
grandsons, And although I am nc man of war I would fight for my

son's sons, S0 I have asked, And now I knoq?why a Roman gplps &

L
- dagger to make 1t a longer finger, Why they thrust’with a sword rather

SN .
than slash{’ While the sword amm is mm;é up (or around to slash, a

Roman thrust can get at your vitals,"

Jared listened reptly to the martial rgeital, His Discipline
directed him to think no unp;acaful thoughts, But after mastering
the sling (Iﬁu nad to cast almost to a halrbreadth and hit fhst as
the lumboring vulture seemed to hang motlonless before sinking onto
ite prey) he had more than once asked himself an unpeaceful question,
Iﬁ 1t was right to war ageinst vultures, why was 1t wrong to use the
8ling or a better weapon against other enemies? He ggglg?ksd oftensr

after the eslaying of the Overseser, He asked himself m@w, He had never

PP of
before been with anyone who might teach the use of weaponqihe knew
Ve

he might need to use,any time now,
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"Di4 you learn about apearg," he said after a pause,

"I 1e8n least of all to spears,” Heth sald, "I never carry
one, But I asked, Romang use two, One has a broad, doublemedgéd blade
and 1g mainly for thrusting, The other is lighter with a long lesn
point that goes in easily, It 1s often hurled, As I sald before, the

' truest of these 1s made of wood from the side of a spruce tree

oftenest in the sun., They carry far, but except when thrown from quite
close ,they can be dodged, Perhape not by mei But the colonlste say a

tralned man need only step to one slde or, even, just turn or lean a

1ittle,"”
Jared let thle sink in,
 "And alings? Can Romans gling llke a Benjaminite?"
5 " Pho evaxﬂnna can sling to a halrebreadth and not miss?"

Hethemiled as he repeated the familiar boast, Generations
had esmiled, because by no means all of the Tribe of Benjlamin could
make ths boast good, Yet who could be sure which Benjaminite could
or couldn't?

"The lezlons do not take to slings," he sald, "Nor do the
Numidlan suxillaries who go into battle ahoreeback curved as supple
as snakes behind 11ttle round shields and chanting & wild sing-song,
But other auxiliaries, from lslande off Hispanla where the Empire
gete 1ts best olives and snalls, these throw even with Benjaminites,
And I think,? Heth looked Jared overm approvingly,./That if you can
whack vultures you may too,"

"I might not need too much teaching with a sling," Jared

sald, "But to use any other weapon I'd need everything."




"Youg vows do not fo bid taking up arms?"
"In a way, But it 1s never forbidden to stand against Sons
of Darkness,” |
Jared spoke stoutly, Th, Community had never made 1ts
position on pighting plain,
"Sons of Darkness?"
- "The Fifteen sawﬁisny who break the Covenant are Sons of
Darknsss,"
y llzﬂtl;n;‘%?:?zwﬁ%m:mxca?a?gly a ~i the | £f ‘*‘1
-wagr ureJthamcsn%nmyjnh&ch had come to the Community

&

hadwbrokwn“tbemeevan&nwwangxscmggéqhhow the Overseer had been slain,
His(loberivoicei¥ggaﬁgsﬁ much the crime still moved him,

Heth dropped a hand on the younger man's shoulder,

"Lgt me show you what I have tried to learn," he sald.

Jared kindled, The lezlons had mainly kept to Gallllee but
might they not come up against Jerusalem? An; would the Priest of
Aaron then say No to one offering to defend the Clty and the Temple?
Besldes, as Keeper,would pe not need to go often into the world
outslde where Romans, as well as other robbers, might be on every
hand? Flnally,_weuld he ever come on another willing &s we 11 as
able to taaohﬂt\be use of Rome's own weapona?

"If you have time to teach I have more than enough to
learn,”

n ’:{FM "

I have plentyafor the 1ittle I have plcked up,

"For even a 1ittle I'll be in your debt,"

"Thgn you shall have your first lesson as soon as we are

N L,
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pest Jerusalem, Ima yon havm' ﬁ tq,wait or far to zo, Look}

34 _ beard hic fage rlanud with color,

T Jered's eyes, following the pointing finger, s;;%.
In that time for Jews everywhare the Clty and its holy tenple made
up for eenturlss of captivity, exiley \defoat and oppresskon,

They wers on & bere ridge, the sun at thelr backs and deep
narrow Kldron Vallaey before them, At its southern end this met; another
gentler valley besddng ecastward for the meetingz, In the opposite
direction it turned out of gight into the ner£hwnt.. Where the two
velleys met a small rosd 1ed to & smallish gate of the City and it

was £1lled with men, women, children, horses, camels, asses, cattle,
sheop, Jored looked and looked,

Emﬁmocd by the vellep, locked in & matr of huge walls begun
" alllennium garlior ﬂs;n_‘clty‘ lomned;{whlch, nince Boloron, had been
Israol's glorys On a platesu split by precipltuous Typropocon Valley
(which was not vislble but wes suggestsd) the holy clty's steep
t rreces cascaded and on the platesu's nearest side ths molden Temple
soared out of the ghadow of a bulklﬁrox'treu. The Holy Houcs, @
showy oxpanss of marble sesmed to drift up behind a slender tower st
the nesr corner of & wall ;ﬁw s e..- The tower was #o
1orty that Jared slmopt thought he was seeing one of the glorious .
crgatures from heavenly malqﬁ_litg folded wings »ising to a8 tip
that a1l but venlsheg into the blue,

"Hore on,y" Neth sald, "may Isreel make the commanded
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gacpifices, On'pPasacver, not far off, we shall come to make them by
thousands from all over the world," His volce was hoarse with reverence,

Jared nodded 1n an gxcitement too great for words,

& & & % % %

They eerambled down Kidron, crossed a level open space and
Heth pointeg ahead,
X "All Jeruselem brings its trash through that," he sald,
¥ "I know. The Dunz gete. Everything unclean under the Law,"
.Ths stench came out to great them from cartddads, packloads,
basketsful that had been dumped to steam and yot under the sun, Jared
lookeg disapprovingly,

They got onto the crowied road they had sesn from the ridge
an, Jared noticed that many men, and some women and children, carried
chickens and ducks, lgg-tled two by two, an, hung on the owner's
shoulder,

“They think they'll save the price of a sacrifice bought
from the priests," Heth gaid, "Eut Lf the priests find a blemish on
on, of those blrdaAwhoavar brought it will have to buy, An, some
priests can always rind a blemish,"

¥The Community d1d not sacrifice birds and animals bt Cvwerkw

_....‘..-

Jared sald nothlng, He had heard, of courge, that there were priests
who cheated, |

Jostled, elbowed, bumped they got through the gate ang
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"S1loam," Heth sald.

Jared knelt and drank from his hand in the wary fashlon
of Gideon's three hundred, The water was cool and sweet,

~ "siloam's water is sald to be zood for the stomach," Heth

sald,

"So I have read,"

"I never much 1iked reading, But I have & friend in Jamnia
who 1ls at 1t all the t%Fe. He is in the school there, His neme is Amos,™

They turned ;;E a narrow street which twisted upward, Men,
women, children, 11ttle burdened asses and now and then & horse or
cemel crowded between plaster walls that glittered when the sunlight
fell on them, The crowd, whose many-hued tunics, robes, cloaks and
dresees made a bright momalc abovg dusty cobble stones included
strengsrs from far sway, people of the surrounding countryside and
cltlzens of Jerusalem. The Jerusalemites were unmistak_sble, so

bewlldered

agsured and nimble eyed, Country folks often seemed maxfuwzad in the
press, -so=much more confusing than the tangle of thelir hills and
valleysoe

Scattered through the mosalc the crippled and dlgeased and
those who pretended to be scretched out bagging hands., The pretenders,
the plekpockete and trieksters, mede covert fraternal glzns to one
another before sldling off én search of victims,

Hsth, who had been mild with Romans, shoulsered the cheats
unforglvingly, He could not ablde them, he sald, Jared scarcely
notlced them he wes so awed by hlg flpst sight of erowds, Nowhere else
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in all the world, he thought, could there be another city as crowded
. as Jerusalemk s
"Thig is only the Lower Clty," Heth sald., They-had-turned
<y twto-a-nerrow strast,
@‘4“{,}(’ In the Ubpper city,,‘a&rcd——mtd-;;eao. there were pri.ncea
% Ppalaces any merchants manslong, Here, however, except for poorer
homes and a part set aside for Temple Prlests, nearly akl was glven
over to buslness,
"Everybody certainly seeoms busy," Bared sald, Before thelr
shops, 1ln shsde and sunshine, tallors were sewing, ilron workers yere
hammering, carpenters were a@wing in Lull view of passersby,

“"Here's what I came for," Heth sald, He stopped before a

gshoemaker, "My grandsons outgrow footwear before it is half worn,

‘% The noilse of a small boy 1s terrl le to hesr when he stubs 2 toe
5 that stlicks out beyond a sandal soles Jared, you ngver sald what
’5; your errand 1s," ' ¥
1:-: "I need one fine parchment and a few good papyrus scrolls,"” f-\j P,
§ They came %o a shop whlch tempted writers wi h a 1ay D,) P b

c SR WA e Tusy e a0 Lo | ibele pots @
' of thelr too1b§\but the proprietor shook his Besd Whas asked for

parchmant.@s he made more inviting patterns of styluges in ivory

Sduile) ol o, ik oy
YOy PW:-_M'A_ ot pazliC e {rel

U

and sylver, varl-colored 1litthe pots and traye of red snd black ink
and carbon and reeds both pointed and rrayeda his headshake P A%

\JE L,

exXpressed plty for the lgnorance that that such a request 1ndioated. :
Wiprdee Naedle 2204 A q  part® A5t }‘
| ’)'ilh& -Roman- aggresslon kepps us short ‘of almost averything,"
B8 .
MQMMMWM ’ :

He could, however, offer some papyrus and coppers
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"You'll probably f£ind better, cheaper papyrus in Jamnia,"
[ (el
Heth said.ﬁ?h“ school there is usually willing to dlp into 1ts
~ stoek,"
g
"We know sbout the school," Jared sald.
F A "Pitus thought he was permitting Just another harmless

Ll place of lgarning. But 1t has bycome, everybody says, a priestly
. Israel
¥ center that could serve all 2xXmmxkkma if disastor csme to Jerusalem/

Aad glrgmdy the new shops provide what shops around the Temple and
Jerugglem often can't,"

Jared remembered the pleading face of the Master who wanted
a new, fresh, worthy surface on which to copy the Enoch Seroll.

"1'11 look in Jamnia,™ h, said. But he d1d buy some papyrus
and on, copper strip.

"tungry?" Heth sald. An, then not allowing time for an
answer swept one arm in a half circle that called on Jarsd to look,

" "You're passing up sighte you'll never see outside Jerusalem, AL1

these arcades! Stalls! Baazaars! Shope) Their owners of fer stuff only

the rich dare think of buying. Copp,r, iron, silver and gold smithsl

Jgwekbers) Deslers in silks end 1inens finer than silk: Fabrics from

Fabylon, India and fapther, "Another arm eweep., "Here a man
oth to an emerald blgger than any

Egypt,

can buy anything from a false to

U]
false tooth, But speaking for myself, I'm ready to eat,

"1 could eat," Jared sald, He looked at the sun, almost up

to mid sty, "But I'd rether eee the Temple. "

Wie climb for the Temple. Before we climb let's put strength

X 4n our 1nga.”Lst's gat,"

"
- |l,.‘§ i




Jared 4ld not need to ask where, All around were the places
where anyx visitor to Jerusalem could find foed ready to eat and
walting,

“A man can buy a Jerusalem-cooked meal nearly as chegp as
hg can buy Just the rew stuff in Emmaus,” %%i:d said, "The Romans
haven't cut off our supply of food or of good Gallllean and Judean

1

wine, or a sour stuff called beer," He made 2 face." There's beer

of Babylon an&fﬁé;;t. I can't down elther, Egyptian-wine—te worse,”
It's sold hot, cold, sweet and spiced,"

They came to a resbaurant whose bosomy waltress ggstured,
showering the scent of a strong perfume, "

"Women in rgstaurents,” Heth sald, "get themselves up to
please customers, They hope!l"

"Mere e very price is low," the waltress said, "and we
have perfumed beer,"

"Perfumed?" Jared looked at Heth, "You missed onel"

"I just fprgot,” Heth sald, *He smiled, "Perfumed isn't
much different fromsweet or spiced,”

The waltress gestured agalgAher necklace any bracelets
¢linking, The sound brought back to Jared a more inviting chime of
1ittle bells and of golden cheeks more pleasing than this painted
face and eyes ringed with kohl,

They passed through the dé&ieas, windowless frame which
separated restaurant from street to a small table close to a larger
ona., That stood agalinst the inner wall., It held stone slabs on whiich

pood was arranged, One stone, over & brazier half-full of smouldering

Wheated slabs dif

Aish and salt, pérched gralp

dateB, figs, sweetmegls, frultcake #And flat round foaves of bpéad
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charcoal, bore platters of fish, vegefables and a pot of soup, Unhsated
slabs dlsplayed salted and dried fish, parched grain, {stes, frultcake,
sweetmeats and flat round loaves of bread 1llk, the one Jared haj cut
the night befors,

Heth chose soup, lentils, bread and figs, Jared nodded that
he would have the same, He Ezé’not take hle gaze off a ragged papyrus
wh;ch hun: on the wall over the food slabe and was packed with biz,
bold writing.

It was his first sight of a sensation which travellers had
often described, Thig, Jared told himself, must be ong of the broade
sheets full of gosslp that were hawked to any tradesman who could be
made to belleve that such stuff drew trade, Scribes who were small
cradlt to thelr calling wrote them, putting in whatavaqﬁcwsmongara
had plcked up throushout the City, chiefly in the Profanse Court of
the Temple, Sooner or later everyone went intoxthe Profane Court,

Thile broadsheet began with an explosive ppedlction,
TITUS WILL LAY SIEGE TO JERUSALEM}

Jared looked at Heth in glsmay, If thls was true the Roman
aggression wae on the verge of a terrible advance, a threat not only
to the City hut to the Holy Temple,

Heth broke hls bread and sipped hls aopu.ﬁhwaa.

)\ That thinz is too o0ld to mean anything," he sald, "Look at
ite flyspecks, Anyway, those shests say whatever will inflame, Our
leaders have denled over and over that Titus willl move agalngt the

City, So has Titus, Jerusalem has twenty men of valor sor every
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coming for the Passover,"”
Reassured, Jared turned to his own food and when they had
finighed he marvelled at Heth's rugged refusel to pay the first bill
that the bosomy waltress presented., He marvelled more when she
settled amlably for 1little more then half,
They walked a way up the street and Heth polnted to a long
steep vallay appearing on thelr 1left, Small houses were clinging to ’

fa Uesb™ o
Lt Lewer down were larger ‘ones which Neth 'said ware dsiries,

"y popoeon Valley," he saild., "It's called the valley of the
cheesemakers b, cause 1t provides Jerusalem wl@h alﬁzst everything made
of mllk, It's the emelliest place in the Clity ngxt, the Dung Gate. Bub
100k across 1t." “

- Across, Jared saw terraced streete, splendild houses each
inslde ite own wall and, half hidden by the walls, lawns and gardens,

"Is that the Upper City?"

"We'll b, golng there after the Temple, To reach the Temple

we keep this slde of Tyropoeon,"

Jared stepped up hils pacn although the elinb was growing
o Ak ol
stesper, New, eoaring above him %haunh_die%ant. he saw a fortress that

*ﬂﬂhﬁg;ﬁgn set in a high cliff,
"Is that the Fortress Antonla?"
"It overlooks the Temple from the north,” Heth said. "While
the Romans held 1§)thsy could see sverything that went on 1natdllﬁ*¢'¢?r“?£a‘

They even had the!r cwn entrance by the roof of a connecting collonade,
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"Amen!" Jared sald,

"That grey wall, juet coming into sight above the roofs, 1s
the Temple wall,"

Jared's heart stirred., Staring, he saw agaln the slim,
vaulting pinnacl . he had seen from Kidron's crest, If wall and tower
weére so close, must not the grsater wonder appear soon?

Heth peinted again, but not toward the Temple.

"The finest synagogue in the City," he eald,



Jared looked brlefly, The Chaste One had told of synagogues,
Th,y had risen with the scattering of the People. They did not replace
the Temple; they were not for sacrifice, But men who tried to do right
in the eyes of the Lord'gzgxkcra too far off for the prescribed Temple
campllancc:'could go into the synagogue of their cholce ani pray and
every 8a§ba?h hear th, reading from the fiv, books of great MNoses. The
vat/ Mot Saces Geden “7
Chasgte On:Kaaid they re whareevoé@he People had wandered, in Egypt,
Afplca, Spain and farther and that ;van in Jerusalem gach guild and
cra;t had bullt 1ts own, Tiwqdks
Jared could not hold his eyss long from the plnnacle ang
Heth followed hle gazg. i
"Ever s dawn s Levits blows a silver trumpet up there," Heth
said, "calling us to worship ang sacrifice, You know that the greatest
Herod bullt the Temple?"
"I know he began 1t, Bubt the Temple was finished only a few
years ago and Herod has been dead for many,"
"He finished the chief work," Heth said, "He wanted a Temwple
to wipe out Jerusalem's memories of his evils and to prove that an
Idumgagn was as truly & Jew as any Judean or Galllleaq, He allowed
only Temple priests to do the Templs work, (Only suchj§$f§ men were commanded
to learn masonry, carp ntry, stone-cutting and dellcate wood work
and he would not let them rest untll the Temple was finlshed, Of
course he alec thouzht to cat;ﬁ the eye of his master, the Emperor
in Rome," .
"In the first year," Jared sald, repeating what e had been

told at the Community, "No rain fal\by day to stop the work but at
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aight 1t fell for all the crops,"

“I have heard that, too," Heth saldy "But the Lord makes
rain to fell day or night,"

Jared pointed to splkes bristling on top of the wall.

"Phieves must have a hard time getting at £he Temple's
riches,"

"More than those spikes stop them," Heth said. "There are
guards, And sfter the Temple is closed at night the Guard Captain
names one speclal guard, Thc—ozgz:%n and thls asslattnt close the
gates, They close The Beautlful Gate last of all, The key ls put in
8 hole before the gate, A marble slab covers the hole, A chaln hangs
from the marble and the key 1s fixed to the chaln and the speclal
guard rests on the marble but nyver sleeps, Lven if a thief got
past the splkes and all the other guards he could not get into the
Temple unless he overpowered the guard on the marble,”

They wove thelr way through an enormous complex of bulldings
agsoclated with the Temple and as they passed Heth ldentlfled many,
But Hered was not listening, Beyond and above them was the Holy
House which he had gilmpaed from the—far—side of Kidron, They
crossed an open space and beyond that, before his wldenlng eyes,
rose the sheer face of the wall that enclosed the Temple area,
ponderous, spiked, stretching right and left and, in the center two
prodiglious ﬁgégg, iron frames inset with squares of marble and topped
with tile,

"These let dlrectly onto the porch overlooking the Profane
Court," Heth said,




P - I,

"How mighty Huldah wes that two Templek gates honor heri"

"How mighty your teachers to have taught you so muehz;ﬁgzw
was Huldah? Why 1s she so honored?"

"She was a prophetess of Josiah, a king of Judah who did
right in the eyes of the Lord. She foretold thet, for sins, Jeru-
salem would burn, But not in Joslah's day, Not for his eyes, she
prouised, 80 great a calamity."”

The 0ld prophecy recalled the proadsheet of the eating
place;

“Hethy Could this be that time of calamity? Is the sheet
a true warning?"

"I vold you every broadsheet lles," Heth sald. He hurried
through the Hulsah @etes,

Jared followed ang came out on & great ralsed promenads,
It wan along the south w2ll under a roof upheld by massive pillars,
fmaller promenades ren along the sast and west walls, Forward was
a great, cobbled pavgment,

"The Court of the Gentiles! Th, Profan. Court," Heth said,
He waved at the great, crowded, cobbbled space,

eyons, behind a triple terrace, rose the Temple itselfl,
It seemed at first a snowy expanse of white marbley with, off to
one side, a#lendar tower, Then Jared saw that 1t was a »ive gtoried
bullding faced with squares of softly white marble inte whieh, at

intervals, b,lght plates of gold were set, It was partly dimmed

it
o

”

by an oily gmoke which billowsd up from an unknown source and dpifted

slowly across the terraece clouding also the Profane Court and the

\
]



Jostling crowds, But the smoke only partly clouded the beauty

spread before Jared who stood motionlese,

The Profasne Court was, as always, packed, It wes & sight
every viellor to Jerusalem tried to see and todsy, as usual, 1t
wae fllled with a humen conglomeration from all over the world,
Heth could 1dentify some, Huge Gouls sweated in fur breechee; tall
Afplcens stood in 11ttle except their black skine; Oresks were
extravagantly dressed, as always; Perslans were known by thelr
splendid brecades; Lgyptlans, whoee curlous relliglon forebade s
woolen garent in any of their own places of worshlp wore cotton
even here to avold the possibllity of sin, Swarming beggars were
marked by ragged loineloths,

“ven in such & ppismatic throng Jews stood out, Not because
of a reverent alr which the Temple might have inepired but because
of thelr own appsrel, Every Jew, of course, wore something white,
Beyon! that, however, many ingulged thelr fancies == violet and
purple wool dfrom Tyre gso costly 1t was eold by welght; even more

costly eloth from a flax grown in only ong province in India, so

\ light that wearing it was llke wearing thistledown,

The striking apparel of some Saduccaes, Pharigees, Prieasts
and Scribes almost served as an ldentification, The ScribaJ girdles
were obvlously fashioned to hold up to public view the inkpot and
pen of thelr calling, The Priests' purple robes were cut congpice
uously short to uncover the lmmaculate whiteness of their trousers,

The Saduccees's dress wag more extravagent than any Greek's, The

'\ Pharlesees's shawls and phylacteries drew overy sye, Shawls, at
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gach corner, had feur white fringes and one of hyacinth, Th, fringes
all but swept the streets and the leather and wood phylacterles
were poi‘sbld and ornamented as though they had been precious metals,
Yet none of the ovgrelaborated members of these four groups appeared
overly devout,

Mon,y changers sat against pre-empted columns on the poreh
of the Profane Court, gach beside hls own little table and hls own
.blg box, And all day long, Heth sald, they inched around their
columns to escape & chill wind or a burn ing sun, Each box was
divided into two compartmgnts, One hesld Temple colnage, _.ach coln
stanmped on one face with a challce and on the other with a 11ly3 and
the legend, Jerusalem the Holy., The second compartment held a
goulagh of colns from everywhers but especlally from Rome, Roman
coins ran from superb specimens honoring a new LEmp ror to crude

disks stamped 1ln Antloch or Casserea when a n,w exarch took over

a
some nearby plece of the sprawling Empire,
| The mon,ychangers's chief chore was to supply thg halfe
shekkels of Temple coinage whizh each worshipper must pay yearly. A
four p,r cent commlsslon was lawful and the changers lncessantly
droned "Just four! No more! Just four!"
"But they often gt much more,” Heth sald.
"How? "
"Wate h thisi"
The rhythmic "Juet four!™ had coaxed a gold daric from the
e hand of a brocaded Persian., The moneychanger's nﬁmbla fingers had

63“'«\
;%ifound that the outlines of the coin's archer were mintnfraaqx,ﬁia
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other hand had gestured flatterinzly that no further testing was

_< needed, Then the second hand had cascaded coppers over the 1ittle

~"“table and no sooner had cascaded than had heaped them into the

<

Persian's balm,

"Chyated for surs:” Heth sald. “fhe Persian should have
made @ true count while the coins were on the table,”

Shtcked, Jared turned awey to priests across the court,
They were of fering fowls, doves and animals for aacriflce. In
substitute for the moneychangers' "Just Four! No more! Juatﬂﬁouff"‘
they were droning "Unblemished) Unblemishedl”

Jared took a careful loolk,

"That len't unblemished stock)" he sald,

"But you'll notice that business 1s brisk," Heth sald and
motioned to move on, |

Puched and Jostled, the two worked scyoss the Profane Court
to a balustrade before the triple terrance, This was the beginning
of the true Temple. The snow and gold Holy House yose just beyend,
No Ggntile mlght pase the balustredey It bore a plaque on all four
sldes warning 1in Greek and Roman that any Gentile who dld paes
invited his own death,

But Jared, a Jew, mlght pass, He might clim. the terrecex
steps and go anywhere he chose aXcept 1nto the Holy Place and the
Holy of Holles, Hg and Heth went around to the Beautiful Gate ang
through 1t into the Court of the Women,

Ihe Court of the Women.: Jared saw where his own mother must

have sat with many other anxlous mothers among the thirteen trumpete
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sheped repositoriees for gifts glven to provide s speclal sacriflce,
She had gpat, perhaps after dropping her mites, snd prayed while he
had been redeemed, ss every first born had to be, from the service
of the. mﬁ.

" Fipst his father had taken him and held him while giving
the Temple five pleces of sllver and only then had returned thelr
gen to his walting wife, Now hle mother end father were gone and he
was the Brotherhood's Xeeper of the Scrolls, It would, he thought
have plgased them Lo know,

e and Heth crossed the blue and white tiled floor of the
Court of the Women, passed between the pillars celled Jachin and
Heoaz, symbole of the unsssallable strength of the Lord, and went
through the lofty Bloanor Gate ans into the Court of Israel, That
divided the space bLeyond licanor Gate with the glightly roiped
Court of thr Pridsts,

Now they were looking directly up st the five-storled
Holy House of marble snow and bright gold, Twelve more steps would
byling them onte the poreh of ths Holy House, They stared at it
through a e}uld of emoke rolling from the Altar of Burnt Offerings
in tﬁa gentar of the Court of Priests,

The Alter was a pyramid of unhewn rock, Onec,, late in each
Year ond agaln bglfore Pagsover it wos whitewashed, But 1t had not
Yot recelved this second cleansing and wae griny ss well se reeking,

The prileste around it hed begun thelr dsy in immaculate mk
white robes, Now, however, these robes were stalned with smoke and
smgared with blood,



Som, prlests were roping animals for sacrifice, haulling en
the ropes until the beasts were agalnst postu,'rarcod to stand motion=
less awslting the kllling knlfa stroke, Oth,;;fgzﬁ big stone tables,

were cutting up the butchered anlmals, washlng the portions and

tesaling ihem oqu hooks set 1nto broad, upright boards until the
~snoking Altaiwggﬁxgézm for new sacrifices, Another group stood beslde

chﬂnnﬁla cut into the floor of the court and with long pushers

forced ths thickening waste blood toward twe openings, like wide

nogtrils,

"Below those holes it ralle into wide chutes thet take it
into Kidron Valley," Hoth sald.

At the Altar, more Priescis were forking the meat of sacriflce
onto elthar silde of a worn rei line painteé down the Altar's center,
The portions to the right of the 1line would burn awayi to the honor
of the Lordi, Those to the left, afta;;iittle roasting, would be
forked clear of the fire to feeod the Priests,

Jared was glad the Community did not opfer burnt sacrifices,

He remembered what Micah had sald:
Will the Tord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with

The smoke drifted inte his eyes and the grimy, white—robed
figures blurred and he walked past them and climbed the twelve steps,
Heth followed,

The door of the Holy place was clossd, He had known it would
be, Only the prlest chosen by lot gach day might go in ard he on the
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ong day only,., And gaver agaln in hls lifetime might he be chosen ageln,
or enter agaln, ) :

7 (/KQ; Jared might never pase the masslive gold vine adorhbhgx
the door which barred him from ever enterinz, Within, all Jews knew,
hewevar, stood a great zold candlestikk, and beside 1t a table on
whlch gach chosen priest placed new shewbread and from which he
tock away the bread of yssterday. A 4 between them waatgfgolden
Altar of Incense on which the chosen priest burned arecisely measured
amounts of stacte, onycha, galbanum, myrrh and frankincense,

Somgwhere behind the Holy Place, sealed off by ats vell,
was the Holy of Holles, Only the High Priest might entere there
and he only once a year, :
"In the Holy ef Holles," hsth sald, "is the very Ark that
‘oses brought out of Egypt.," His v&iea wag reverently hushed,
Jared had heard otherwise, although he did not say seo. The
Chaste One had told hir thal, probably, the Ark had been destroyed
or carried off centuries before when Babylon's ralder king,N ebuchade
nezzer, had plllaged Jerusalem, The Holy of Hollgs, the Chaste One
was almost certaln, and so were many othsrs, was empty--except for
the presence of the Lord,
Jared knelt on the porch and Heth knelt bgside him and then
they went back down the twelve steps in silence, A
They mot back to the c¢rowded Profane Courﬂand through the
zate in the west wall against & tide still flowing Eﬁll to take

advantage of the remalning hours of sacrifice, They crossed the

Tyropoeon bridge, the view lovely to Jared's desert eyee, The towers,
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turrctn, palaces ans mansions, thu tresbling green follage above garden

walls, the occaslional glimpses lntn gardens abtlaze with color...

Hath polntﬁﬁ-out the palace of the High Priest Ananus,

"Every night the pooy 111 the basement under that overhanasing
poych, The High Priest invites them in to nlctb and he feeda them
byeides, He is one who tries to do rirht in the eyes of the Lord, I

They went along the crowded etreet althouszh & narrcwer way
alongelde was half gmpty, But thie was for those who had sacrificed
and no other Jew would think of uslnz 1%,

FParther on agalngt the Clty wall three greet cquare towers
rosa, Heth polnted, naming them,

”.Hlpplcun, Phageelus ang Mirlamne, They will be strong bestlons
1f Jerusalen is over beselged, Heros bullt them to guard his pelace, His
grest grandson, Agrippa, 1ives in the palsce semetimes now,"

Ahead, on thelr rlsh ty 8 gtreoet Drahched off to.ard the
palace and Just ghort of tu.w Heth pulled Jared owsy @s @ half
dozen liveried horsemen trotted out  of—the-branchinretrest,

"Agrippa muet be comlng, Maks yourself gmall, Hils bodyguaxd
would ride you down and n&gar core as much as & nite,”

Mareus Juliuve Agrippa, Hered II, Tetroreh of Eatabea and of
Trachonitie with Abllas an, Toparch of Juliuve, Tiberiss and Tarichee
did come, Sitting hle mount 1llke a sack of castoff ulothua,ﬁguaéy.
fortytoh and with a face so0 bloodless that Jarud unnnnruﬂ what he
ate; he rode with half hie moln bosyguard bufurah half behin,, Hie

horse was o hondgome but ambling nag}ehauun becsuse 1t wos not too
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% rsstive for his 1ll-belanced body ani es he rPie hies eyes fllcked
around for enemies,
I "I §on't belleve he truste even hic own guard,” Japred sald,

"He likes Casperea better thon Jerusalem,” Heth sald, "ana
g0 doesa ﬁle princees sister Berenice,” A pause and then he went on,
"I know that in Egypt @ royal brother and elster lie togethsr but in
Judes such a thlﬁs is shameful, Even when they sre Idumeata,"”

Ubeylng the Diselipline, Jafnd of fered no unkind eplinion, He
found Heth's gosslp o puzzle, Hadn't Heth maid earlier that Berenice
had taken up with Titus? Butq;€L;:;££;1 sg renote ae the vast palace
and 1ts towere wer, remote from tﬁa Community's humble, sundried
bwtoh—bgllﬂlnga.

When the gusxrds and thelr tresasure were out of sight Jared
and Heth set of f agaln and came to the Joppa Gate,

"Well, ™ Heth sald, "You'v, seen the Temple but not a1l of
Jerugalegm, You haven't seen what 1s underground, Down balow there's
another whole elty, Tunnels and caverns that serve as houses and
long nayrow black pagaaseunyqthat are crowded streets, Tbnauenag on
thousands live underground, Of courss most of them are stayvetion poor

‘ or alse afrald



AI'/

] T -

to risk daylight,

"I've seen enough," Jared sald., The olly smoke was in his
mind as well ac in his ayes, It would be good to get out of the
City., "How sbout the lesson you sre to glve me?"

"The lesson? Of course!" Heth said,

® #® % » =

They got through the Joppa Gate and then across the haxd
fioman read paved with yard~square blocks of stone, It waen all the
way northward tp,ﬁamascua and beyond, Then thayellmbed the far slepe
of Hinnom V alley.

Rgphalm Valley came next, Glants had onece dwelt in Rephaim,
The ghosts of the glants still did, Heth ssld, although you wasted
time looking for them unless they were looking for you,

“Maybo w:Q gould mmmw risk having them
find usﬁ" Jared sald, but Heth shook his head,



Aeroaa Rephaim they bore west by north from the Fubin on
a2 trace no better than the one they had followed to Jerusalem,
It led to Eamaus and, b yond, toward Jamnia,

"It 1en't much travelled,” Heth sald, "In no time 1t will
turn up @ qulet plac, for your lesson,”

Wh _n they camg to a solitary terebinth gpreading its
branches tentwise he stopped,

"W, shouldn't take too much time, " he ssid,x "You ought to
zet on, and besldes a noise kgpt up too long might drow scmeone
we'd Just as soon not meet, But it won't take long to show you
what I remember of what the colonists showed me,”

He took stock of Jared's hard ame, the width of hls
gshoulders and the 8114 taper of his sun scorched legs.

"Do you wrestl "

Younger Brothers, when far away Tfrom the eyes of thelr
elders, m\;.r;tod one another, Jared admitted that he tried a
fall now and the n,

"How often did someone get you down?"

“I won my share,"

"The colonlsts,” Hoth sald, "gay a goos wrestler makes
a good swordsman, Both alm to best an enemy after apa;gu!'aar: got
him off balance, Of course strenzth counts, too, and youzeartaEmlyx
xpg stronz enoush,"

He nodded,

"You'll learn quicker then I dld if you'll pay
attention,"

Jared was rady to pay attention and the' Community's inbred

-
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Blscipline would help,

"The colonists,” ﬂcth salad, ﬁ!@y #0 slow when you caen
until you'vg gbt some measure of your men, You'll be goins,
sooner or later, against leglonnalres and suxilisries and I've
watched }hcm all, An Egyntian comee at you like a snake, A Numie-
dden rhﬁea ae though he and hls horse were one, A Belgarian
elinging from a hundrad paces ls harder to dodge than 8 club at
your head, A Gaul ie 8s big as a Rephaim gleant but slow, And,
of course, a lasionnaire's weaknee 1s that he thinks he's the
uorid'a'bast:'

Heth became thoughtful,

"The eolonkets eay one of our weaknesses lg stoying with

the swoyd's edge, The polnt, they claim, ie faster, Here! 1I'11
try to ehow you," I

Th,y had only Hath*a sword, dagger and his smalllish,
round shleld and Heth gave 8 sworde-lesson first,

"The colonists say you almost always have time to draw
but you practice drawing against the once=inea~life time when
you haven't, Practice until you ,rew as you breathe, Like this,"”

Heth's left hend gresped his scabbard to tille his sword © Ti0%

hilt for a neat meeting with the right hand which was sweeping
over, But H;:;*n grimace acknowledged that even now he wasn't
neat enourh, He tried a few times more and 414 1ittle better,
"The colonlste say a sword should come out of the
scabbard aes smooth as butter, You try,"
Jared got into Heth's baldrlc and belt and tried, And
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typled] Until Heth nodded,

"You'ws better alresdy than I," h, sald, "When we finish
I'm going to give you the sword and dagger, Practice whenever you
can,"

"But you need the me "

“Th,re are spares in Emmaus,” Heth eald, Hy was confident,

"An~ I've done enough favors so that some colonistx won't object

to doing me ons or twézfggﬁ let's try :E: doggers"

His left hand slapped the dagger sheath ageinst his left
thigh, Agaln the hilt was tllted so thet the right hand, sweeping
over, closed on 1%, He drew agaln, not howsver as neatly as hol :

/{ would have 1liked, He drew a ddzen times, but slways wigﬁ img;ié;'
gshake of-pelf disgust,

You try," he sald to Jared,

Jared slapped, fixed, tilted, swept and closed,

"It seome to be 8 business of timing, rhythm and

balance,” he said,

"It helps, too," Heth seid, "If the inside of the sheath
1s not too tizht, not too loose, And, of course, practice helps,"

Jared's motith set, He would practlice, Oh, he would
practice}

"Welld Th, colonists say the next part of the lesson ls
one of the most impoptant, It is this, Don't fight 1ike a lump on
a log, Back ups Thg colonliste say thle can mean your 1life, If it

X will help)baok up one step, Or three or four; No matter 'pf 20N g
body thinks you'ye @ coward, The colonists say old soldlers back
Tn Tt new omrelteen?e ther conmm U

B



up but new ones haven't the sense to,"

Until now Japred had accepted the colonists thinking, note
withstanding that 1t turned him sway from the Brotherhood's counsel
of peace, But now he was being told to turn away from thet secret

selfeportralt which lles deep in the heart of gvary young man, He ?

L=

P never, conscliously, acknowledged the pojtreit, The Diseipline
had kept him from that, But how often, imagining the Brothers one
day msrehlng against the Sons of Dariness, had he not unconsclously
paétbeqd himself plunging to victory? Now he was belns told to

rétreat,

"You just might bring an enemy exactly where you wented
him 1r you backed up @ 1ittle, at the right time," he sald,

"Jupt 't11 you got your chance to gut hin 0y alit his
throst,” Heth said, “Now I'1l tyy to tell you what they told me
about the parry,"

With both sword and dagger,

"But never," the colonists say, "try to parry when your
cenemy's weapon is a bell and o nein, Thpust,.then, After his swing
passes, Or back up ond bs glad you'rs able to,"
They practiced parries, Jarsd learned that, for a parry,
the dagger might be held in any number of ways. Except ae an

v @Xtension of the fingers, Then you went in for the kill., For one
 parry you held the dagger at pight angles to the hand to turn an
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Jnemy blade or, even, stop & killing thyust wlth the dagger hilt,

“An"," Heth sald, "prasctice using the degger in the
left hand to help the sword in the right, You'd hardly belleve
how one helpe the other,"

"I think I'm getting 1t," Jorea sald,

"Now the thrust,” Hath soid, "It's the meat of every-
thing, And, the colonists say, practice 'ti1 you can thrust Just

? . the lenzth of e finger or all the wel, Often th, shortest 11ttle

-

thpust will do the Job, Sunetimaa{”thaugh; you have to reach to
the 1imit, But never reach so raéiggu lose balonca,

Balanca, Thot was where the lessons of wreetling woulj
help, Jared thought,

"Aftyr throgting, elways try to be sure-footed, ready
to sldestep, advence, go back, or farther back," Heth sald,.

And, as with wrestling, 1in such shiftingy,advancing,
baekinz, the hips could be a blg help,

"teep them free to twist, turn," Heth sald, "A emall
twist may Bg 81l you nged, Th colonists say i o man no mors than
turns at the right time a sword, dagger, epear, Jjovelin or gven a
ball and chaln will mles, And the littlest twlet msy b, inz your
eneny Juatnzggn you can stlck him,"

gxpad ron hils tongua_aver dry lipss

"I haven't talked thés much in a dozen moons,"

But he had finished, And, he sald qulite confidently, he
had told all he remembared from the colonlsts' lessons, Jared was

ready to stop, Now he would Iike, sn-the Chastd Une had-edvised; to
Savd gfaim pefe 14



"You are a good teacher, Heth,"

"The ecolonists poke fun at me," Heth sald, "I'm such a
plow learnsr, Sometimes I felt they were willing to teach me only
b_cause they wers surel'd never be able to do much with what they
tsught, But you will,"

"I may get past my firet enemy, I'll send word,"

"A1l Emmaus knows where I live., I'ts only a 1ittle town,"”

Heth stopped, Both had heard & rustle, Jared pointed toward
a man who stood somewhat concealed under anothsr terebinth, He wesmed
bis and menacing enoush to to b, » robber chief but he was only a
shepherd, Younger than Jared and yellowehaired} An_, at second
glance, with so chgerful a face that it dissipated the naturel
firet thought of robbare,

L1k all eghepherds he wore a shee}picin dyed e villsinous
red, And at his wolst, his leather bLelt was inset with a escore of
iron studs, It could be & weapon almost as sangerous se 8 ball and
chaln, Bven panthers petreate’ from a shepherd's belt, The usual
eling and full pouch hung from the belt, The sling suggested that
he wag a Penjaminite, Benjsminit.s, st lcast some, were as good
with a eling as 2 Bal,arlan, bl

The strenger carried the usual staff, crooked to hail
8illy lombe out of potholes and hesvy enough to do duty as a war
¢lub, Shoved ineide the studded belt was & dagger, almoet a sword,

Heth and Jared knew, however, that the edge of 8 shepe

herd's sword was oftenest used on the hard chegse and stale breed
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which, probab 1y, filled his pouch,

"Don't stops" the strenger seld, "I was learning a thing
or twoy I think;"

“We've finished," Heth sald, "But come on! Come on! If
you're golng our way we'll go together,"”

The stranger looked back, another evidence of the caution
which had parked him under the concealing terebinth, then relsed
@ hand 1n cheerful acceptance,

"This may be a good meeting,” Heth sald to Jared, "If
thls blg yellovhead ls golng your way h,'1l be zo0od to have along
on a strenge road,"

Jared was not sure, He knew the dengers of the road to
Jamnla, and Heth had gepeclally mentioned Romans, But nonRomans
had shoﬁ‘\at‘;%g;' any bandite, either | And there wass an advantage
in travelling alonges He was tired of talking,

If Heth, as he had said, hadn't talked so much in a dozen
moone, this was gven truer of Jared who had bgzun to ses how
pleasant the Community's sllence could bes Also, he wanted to
ponder, All day the Mistress of the inn at Netophah had woven in
and out of his thoughts, '

However, as the shephard came forward, he felt that he
had seldom seen anyone so ready to be liked--and to like,

Heth touched hand to hasd and heart and geve his neme and
place and Jared's,

"I am of Bethel," the shopherd esid, "I am Zben ben Naher,"

"The sling sald you were, likely, from some Benjaminite
Piaon, Thig
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place, The sling looks used,"

"No vulture, .8gle, wolf or hyena gete my Igmbu," Ebgn
| sald; but he laughed to say thaey should not take that boast too
geriously,

"This morning, " he eaid, "I 1.4 2 score safely to the
Temples Evar:y‘pne unblemished," He was sober now, not to seem to
make 1light orl 8o eorious a thinz as Tenmple busingss,

St111 serious, hg stooped and Inl(etohod gomething with a
finger in the dust, Drewing erect, he glld a .sandal across the
sketeh but Heth and Jared had seen, It wae a fleh,

To Jared the sign, symbol, device =»-flsh or whateveree
meant nothing, But it meant something to Heth, He looked from
Eben to Jared and chuckled,

"Youl" he sald to Eben, "And youl" he sald to Jared,
"In one day the two of you, It wouldn't happen again in a thousand,”

"H, must belleve you'ye very different to put you aloné-
slde me, " Ebyn sald to Jared,

"I am of the Brotherhood on the 8alt Sea," Jared sald,
He waa myetifled,

"That brotherhood?™ Tben sald, "Well, a Brother from
there might well by called as different as a Christlan, I guess,"

"A Chpristlan?"

Jayred grappled with the word, trylng to remember where
he had heard 1t and what he had been told about it, Then he
remembared,

‘Only @ 1ittle whlle ago @ few Brothers and an overnight




guest had talked of a half-forgotten prophet (forerunnar, seer,
wuyupmpamx:g:‘no one had been sure exactly W to call hl% who
had stirred up Temple lsaders many years before,

"Ch_ietiang” Jared sald, "From Christ, the Anointed onel'
You've changed the Greek or-*lt to describe your prophet's
followers]"

"We follow a leader who was crucifled but returned and
later ascended," Eben sald, "And then he sent back one we never
have seen but is always our help,"”

"Why son't you tell him who geve you that Chpistion?"
Heth dald,

Hg droppad down in the shade of the terebinth and the
others followed,

"Pagans of Antloch gave it," Eben sald, "They are grest
for nicknsmes, I heve heard that a men ie seldom among them for
8 day before ha's zot 2 nlckname,"

"Jyst the same,” Jared said, "It 1s strenge thet pagans
of Antioch, glven to black maglc as all the world knows, have put
thelr nickname on your Anointed,”

"It 18 a strdng nsme," Eben said, "Some of our lesders
say that in time we may by called by 1t 811l the world over,"

"But the fish you drew?" Joyed said, "If it was a flsh,
What has that to do wilth your Christ or Christians?"

| "It 1s our sizn to strangers who may be Christians to
make themselves kmown,”

"But you bpushed it out before anyone could see 1t}"




"Not anyong who 18 one Of us, Those who are not sometimes
set upon & Christien, So we brush out the sign befors troubloinaksrs
can tell too essily,”

"What 1f a troublemsksr can tell?"

"4elll" Eb,n sala, "If a troutlemaker does come at meI
take hle first blow and turn the other cheek fornhis seonAd, The
anointyq told us to," His volece wes surprisingly cheec ful for one
planning to take two blows,

"But Lf @ third comee?" Jared sald, He wae sure that in
the Community few except the Chaste One would turn the other chesik,

"Welll" Eben sald, "A man shoulan't have tostake more
then two, do you think?" His question was a plain warning to
troublemakers to expect tit-for-tat,

"With thet staff, sligg and almost eword, who'd ex pect
you to take the second?" Heth saild,

ﬂ got up. He had, he suddenly reallzed, left hie grendsons

}lcnsgr alone among nomns}itban he 1liked,

"I'm off," he sald, "I'm overdue ot Emmous as it is,"

Jared Jumpsd up and bgegan to take off the eword,

"I told you thet was a gift,"” Heth eatd, "And the dagger,
too, You'll nged them mors than I before Titus 1e done with us, '

Qrf‘ Betldes-the coloniets will f£ix me upe-I%11 only need to----mnﬂ“
s-.»&”" i two-or-three-of-favors I've dono themy"
\ He smiled in large confidence and set off at a stately
walk, But while Jared was still strugzling to reply in gratitude
he looked baonk,




"I'11 be walting for that wordl"

"He doesn't know 1t," Eben sald as Heth continued toward
his grandchildren, "But he thinks the way the Anointed told
Christians to,"

"How were you led to follow your Anolnted?" Jared sald,

\
¥

"If he's the one I think he 18, he was crucifledﬁggfors you were
born:-long before;™
"My grandfather was a follower when the Anointed walked
among us,"
"Where are you going now?"
"I am Bethel's shepherd, I must replace the lambs I solds
I'm fornSorek and Charishim, The gress has falled én both valleys 4
and the price of lambewill be down,"
Jared nodded in satiefactlon. He—need not. . travel-alone-
and-he-was. glad, He wae nog quite sure that this shepherd would
be a good companlon,
"Chorishim is out of my way end I must hurry," he aal%b
"o Jamnia, But we can keep togethar as far as Sforek and I'd
like tog" 1
He smiled ami, as usual, more with his eyes than his.
mout h, A
Eben tossed hls staff into the alr and grinned back,

oenn JBE DERE SR R

Jared and Eben pushed steadily westwerd, T he Ridér Rubin
flowed agaln on their left, now Jolned by the south branch but still
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- But-st11l @ld not hol£ enough yater to splash over the bigzgest rocks
in the gorge 1t was following to reach the Great S,a, Trees and
shrubs noy ;nd then dwindled to almost nothing so that at intervals
the two young men had a clear view all the way to the Valley of
Sorek dappled by shadows of clouﬁh afloat in the late afternoon sky.

"I think I'm alright with a sling," Iben said, breaking a
long silence, "and with a dagger and with this," He swung his staff,
"But I watched you for quite a time and you seem to have something
speclal about the way you use a sword., Although how can that be and
you one of the Brotherhood?"

"I have only the f,w things Heth got from the Romans
settled in Emmaus," Jared sald, "I never had myrhand on a sword
until today,"

His approval of Eben was growing, Heber, long ago, would
have blurted out a question about Heth's cryptic mention of walting
for a word; and although that involved no secret Jared llked Eben's
reserve, On an impulss he told of the broadsheet back 1n Jerusalem,

"Although Heth says 1t 1s nothing but lles," he ended,

"Just the same, the leglons are coming south after plllaging
Galiliae,“.Eben sald, Hy spoke slowly and thoughtfully. "They've set
up a ngw camp at Sgbaste besldef thelr old one at Caﬁsaregjand a
full leglon from Demascus has squatted down in Tibarqu)on-thawaea

~aimﬂﬁlilléer=and everyone says Tiberias could joln ;n two or three
days with Sebaste and ggaaeraa and all three could be at Jerusalem\h
in no time,"

They walked on, both consid=ring thls.

"These thinge Heth got from his Romans," Eben said, "What
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are they?"

"I'll try to show you if we come to a place with good cover."

They went on, Eben expectantly, Jared keeping his thoughts on
his mission. They found no good cover and finally dipped down into Sorek
Valley.

Sorek, the Valley of the purple grapes! It was a storied place,
familiar to all Jews. Jared paused to look. There was a long, steep drop
to the River Reuben.

"In the low lands," Eben said, "it spreads out and what crops it
grows."

Below them a flat-roofed house of sun-dried brick had been built
into the slope and, sighting Jared and Eben, the farmer hung a mattock
over his shoulder and his wife, in the doorway, reached for a staff propped
against a wall of the house.

"They're not very friendly," Jared said. "Or do you think Romans
have made them leery of every stranger?"

"I'll ask about lambs. That will warm the man up."

The farmer was lambless. In all likelihood, he said, the whole
valley was lambless. Egyptian auxiliaries from Caeserea had galloped
through that morning taking nearly everything and giving due bills. But
Rome never really paid. The Egyptians had ridden on south after taking
all they could uncover. The farmer added, more in scorn than anger, that
they had butchered the lambs on the spot.

Eben laughed in comprehension and the woman, when he laughed,

put her staff back against the wall.
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Eben explained to Jared.

"Auxiliaries, being mounted, do the foraging for the legions.
They raid south through one line of villages and towns, then back through
another. These Egyptians raid for themselves whenever they dare. They
keep butchered bullocks, lambs, goats, fowl --- even eggs --- until they
reek. Then they eat everything with onions. But the legionnaires are not
meat eaters, not often. They stay with vegetables, bread, wheat, a little
lard, some vinegar. What meat they eat they want smoking fresh. So in
Caeserea they'll turn up their noses at what was butchered here and carried
south and then all the way back north by those yellow sons of Belial."

"How Roman stomachs manage on vegetables is a miracle," the
farmer said. "I wouldn't make it through a day on that stuff." His
contempt for Romans and scorn for Egyptians having been registered, he
grew friendly.

"Don't try to go farther this late in the day. Spend the night
here. There's stew with goat meat."

"And I baked today,'" the woman said.

"I'd get to Jamnia too late today to do any good," Jared said,
and Eben nodded to say that he was ready to stop.

"We'll be in your debt," Jared said to the couple. '"and if
there's any work to d?/before the stew or after we'll be glad to do it."

The farmer, half-apologetically, said that an opening in the roof
parapet should have been made long ago. Then donkies, driven off Sorek's
slope, could come onto the roof and trample and thresh grain spread out

there. But the opening would be a lot
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are they?"

"1'11 try to show you if we come to a place with good cover,"

They went on, Eben expectantly, Jared keeplng hls thoughts
on hig migsion, They found no good cover and finally were dippling
down into Sorek Valley., Below them a flat-ypoofed house of sun-dried
bpick had been built into the slope and at first sight of them a
farmer hung a mbttock over his shoulder and silently awaited thelr
appwoaeh, and hls wife In the doorway rgached fo? a staff propped
agalnst one wall of the house, ‘0i't wodEs sl 6 A%

"They're not very fflendly," Jared sald., "or do you think
Romens have made them leery of every stranger?”

"I'11 esk about lambe, That might warm the man up,"

Thg farmer wes lambless, In all liklihood, he said, the
whole valley was lambless, Egyptlan auxlliaries from Caeserea had
galloped throuzh that morning taking ngarly everything and giving
due bllls, But Rome never really pald, The Egyptlans had rldden on
south after taking all they could uncover, The farmer added, more 1ln
scorgd than ang;r, that they had butchered the lembs on the spot,

The scorn puzzled Jared but Eben laughed 1in comprehension,

Th woman, when @Gben laughed, pal her staff back agalnst
the house wall,

"Auxillaries, belng mounted, do the foraging for the legions,"
Eben sald, "Thayralﬂ south through one line of villages and towns, then
back through snother, These Egyptlans rald for themsclves whenever
they dare, They keep butchered bullocks, lambs, gosts, fowl == gven
eggs~-untll they reaek, Then they eat everything with onions, But the
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leglonneires are not meat eaters, not often, They stay with vegetables,
bread, wheat, a 1ittle lard, some vinegar., What mgat they eat they
want smoking fresh, So in Cagserea they'll turn up their noses at

what was butoberadnhar%?gtrrled south and then all the way back north
by those yellow sons of Belial,"

"H ow Roman stomachs manage on Vagetablys 18 a mlraclg,"
the fammer sald, "I ,oul n't make L1t through @ day on $he stuffs The
world knows 1t takes meat to make muscle,”

"The Romans seem to be proving thelr muscle, " Jared sald,

The farmer ahrusgmi/ﬁﬁ, hie contempt for Romans any scorn
for ¥zyptians having been registered, he grew friéndly.

"Don't try to go fabhher this late in the day, Spend the
night here, There's stew with goat meat,

"Ana I baked today," the Wommn sald, She moved clear of
the starf,

"I'd get to Jamnia too tate today to do any good," Jared
said,

Eben nodded to gay that he was ready to stop.

"We'll be in your debt,” Jared sald to the coup1e> "and
iflthera's any work to do before the stew or after we'll be glad
to do 1t,"

e e et o ol o L

The farmer, half-apologetically, galg that an opgning in
the roof parapet should havé been made long ago, Then dankigb,
dpiven off Sorsk's slopecould comg onto the roof and trample and

thresh grain epread out there, But the openlng would be a lot o
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of work,

"We haven't done a thing all day," dared said,

"Except walk," Eben sald,

" After the openlng had besn knocked into the parapet and
the stew eaten, the two stretched out on a grassy place bghind
the house, The grateful farmer and his wife would have p@f them
in the guest chamber on the lmproved roof but Jared and Eben wanted
to bg whe re thelr early start newt morning would disturb nobody,

"We won't know if the ground is hard or soft," Eben sald,
Hie ready laugh was convincing, "We'lve comé all the way from
Jeruﬁatnm: We'll be asleep before we gtretch out."

Jared nodded, As a matter of fact, however, Zben started
talking at once; and they both talked until the stars bggan to
tw(ggla out, The temperamental opposite of his new friend, Eben
promptly told hia@whole life story to Jared,

In Bethel he shepherded the village sheep, His grande
father had taken ;g%h, as & small boy, into Jerusalem to be baptized
by Christlans there, His parents had spent his gikghteenth year trying
to find him a wife, A betrothal had been almogt arranged when
leglonnalres ralded the village and killed hils father and mother.
Eben wept, telling how he had discovered thelr bodles when he came
home with hls flock, But he became hls usual cheerful self in
reporting what followsd, He had loet sverything to the Romans and
the father of hils almost betrothed had turnmed off, as & son-in-law,

a pennllese orphan who was also a member of a dissident sect,

"So I am still unmarried and growing older every day,"
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Eben sald,
Jared not only was more reticent, but he had less to tell,

Lty

5111, drawn out by Eben's volubllity, he teld ity =i L
PoSTR " c:mmﬁf.

"Do you mesn you have never been preaily out of the
Community until thle Jjourney?” Eben said. "Why, you began thet only
yesterday, /

Jared agreed, but told no more,

kben finslly elept but Japed thought about{goideﬁ;}'rnmr._
He ought, he thouzht, to forget her untll he returned to keep hils
promlss and tell her about Jeruselem and, at laet, h, d4ld, in sleap,

Slesp was short, He was awake before the sun rose and,
while Eben slept on, he went off to pray as ugual,

As they started away Iben spoke regrstfully of the
Egyptiana' slaughter of lsmbs but he was sure he would find all he
needed 1n Charashim,

"If this farmer understood the Egyptlan lingo,” he sald,
ﬁfigy weren't planning to return by Charashim,”

The countryeslde continued to descend but the soll which on
the previous day had been chiefly sand and shele wae now black loam,
The trees were bigger and byush more plentiful, The trece they had
followed esince parting (rom Heth was @& plainer, thousgh nasrrow, road
besten by many feet , and this mornins brought more feet to the task,
Zben looked at the thickening procession indignaently,

"I wish we could zet in anyway one lesson,”

"W need b, tter cover,” Jored sald, "We don't want to put

on an ope show and drew & crowd, But con you gxplein something, Look!

IF}'(“ e TE R N
b £y 2




Romans and Judeans all golng peaceably to and from Jamnia] But
yeeterday Egyptlan foragers would have butchered us 1f they hag seen
7 us, Why has this bloody aggression 1,ft Jamnla untouched?"

"They say that T££;§, like ﬁ%ﬁpaalanua, needs Jamnis to

receive supply shipse from-all over, Cagserea isn't enough, Jamnia

goes untouched so long as Jamnla leaves Titus's supply ehips untouched,"
"Pyobably Jamnla's ngw school is part of the covenant,"

Jared sald, "As long as Titus permlt;ihakcan hope hie ships will

not be hindered,"

(/fhgan't that ouy cover?"
\ )
'“{gggn pointed,

"It may bs the last chance for my meat-strong muscles, I
turn off for Charashim &nnﬁuat“ﬂ“itttte;”'3ﬂﬁ”““

Jared csme out of hle speculation, looked and nodded and
they turned toward a pungent cover of spilecy storex, fragrant myptle
and waxy azaleas all combining into a shield from the procession
along the road,

The lesson went well., Eben was apt as well as eager, A
dagger came naturslly to him and he had already used a crook somewhat
as a sword against wild beasts, Point forward! So that he ;14 not
need to bresk a bad habit in order to improve a thrust.

He and Jared took turns with the wespons as Heth and Jared
had,

"Phis isn't too hard," Eben sald, "I expected you'd show -
me trickdfler stuff, But I'll tell you the truth, you're betterfiw * &

"I had a headstert,"
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"No! I think you'll always be better, Just as you'd
outwiestle me even though I'm blgger and, I guess, at least as strong."

"Better that we both start thinking about héw we can beat
Romans, Only lots of practice will let us do that,"

Back on the road the traffic grew thlcker, They Jostled and
were Jjostled down & long slant toward a narrower, north-scuth road
erossing thelrs and curving southward out of sight around a hill,

"Thig way!'" Eben said sgoftly and touched Jared snd stepped
into a thicket, "Armor. Carts! Hear them?"

In hls own desert if a Jackal howled Jared pretty well knew
the beast's dirgction and distance, He pretty well knew any sound end
where 1t came from, An adml,lng Brother had once gald that if a rabblt
hopp,d on the far slde of a dune Jared could tell the ﬂizggggs of the
hop. gere, howaver{ hills instead of wastes and trees snd brush instead

ﬂ\ of oéézégpgigsgfzggd confused hls esr, When Eben touched h;m he had
heard no ellink or creak and after they took cover he still heard nong,

"From the south!" Eben sald, "Listen!"

Jared at laet did hear, and as other travellers began to
hunt cover he held hls breath to hear better,

A horseman trotted from behind the hill and now every
traveller scurried, Titus had decyeed a 1little Pax Romana for Jamnls
but who dered count on any Romasn to be other than merciless and
murdering 1f 1t sulted him? And this armed, armored rider was clgarly
gome sort of soldler of Rome and so, certainly, would be any who

followed. And mors would follow. Leglonnalres »r suxilierlies always

‘] ran in packs, like wild doge.
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Two more riders trotted from behind the hill and two more
and Jared recalled that the Century had come to the Community 1in much
the same formation,

Now somethinz 1lke panlc set in a2s trevellere tried to make
themselves small, LA o

About a hundred hoprsemen, all told, trotted from bshind the
hill, Half rode before and half behlnd a score of earts pil.d with
winesklns, casks, sacks, bage and raw meat, Four men, ong naked,
stumblqd along behind the last cart, thelr arms Jerking with each
stapggbacausa the ropee that bound thelr wrists wers hitched to the
cart,

"Why prisoners?” Jared sald, “Horsemen want to make speed.
Prisonars afoot slow them up,"“

“Whogver tries to resist foragers 1s seized for punishment
in Cagserea,” Ebgn said, "Look et the naked one., How he must have
tried,"

Dark strgaks criss-eyossed the naked man's back, Jared's
stomach turned over, He had never befors seen blood drawn by a whipping
and drled black,

The horsemen rode without saddlee but each straddled a
blanket, Bach had two Javeline against é%g right thiégh .

"A socket for Javellns is sewn to the strep that holds the
blanket, " Eben gald,

A round shileld hung at gach rider's back and now and then a

horse shied or ppranced bringing into view hie master's seabbarded

sword and thin dagger and,when the surlight stpuck pight, some of the
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yellow facee gleamed as though they had been pollished, then dusted,

“They are the Egyptlan auxiliaries who yesterday were 1in :
Sorek," Eben sald and gosped at a flurry behind the last cart, He
would have leaped from their thickset if Jared had not wrestled him
back,

The four prisoners hed sllpped tﬁeir ropes, In & unison
which must have been planned they dragged the four nearest riders to
the ground, selzed and drove four Javelins home, then began a dry
deflant scrcaming and set themselves to receive a gcore of other :

horsemen who hauled shlelds into place and rode in,

"Don't just stand and be killed, " Eben sald, "Run! Run}"
"Running ien't in their plan,” Jared sald, "They Eouldn't i

w!ﬁw’ ;

outrun horses, They know they'll be killed but before they are they*id

Fy M3
Ve kill Bomspsnakes."

Egzyptlang come at you like snakes, Heth had sald, And the
horsemen, truly, were writhing, spinning, darting llke snakes and

soundlessly gxcept for the dull b,at of hooves in the thlck dust of
the road,
Jewse

Three of the primansxs were pidedn down but before they fell
they struck back, Th, fourth drove a second Javelin under a round
shield, whlpled clear of the charge& glashed a dagger across another
wlder's belly and was godmg for a third when half a dozen Egyptians
hacked him down and plunged thelr mounts over hls body 1llke 80 many
donkeys threshing grein,

The commanders of the threshers came racing back as they

began to reform, He surveyed the dead in sllence, gestured furiously
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as thoush assking why a hundred Egyptians could not kesp alive while
finiehing off four Jewlsh prisoners and gestured agaln, scornfully, to
say that no ones of hle own inept dead was worth burrying., Then he

rode back to the head of his column and signalled; and the carts and
palrs began to move forward & f..lvw:

"Four who had bgen bound got free and kllled nlne;ynp.had
baen freg alwaysi™ Iben sald, "You practice, Jared and so will I, And
if the Romans come agalnst Jerusalem and the Tnmplgﬁ;et's meet th§re.
I1'11 stend et your back and you at mine, An, aii P&lestlne will éi%id
us such men of valor as these four who have Just dlad,{ﬁrwavtn“ua”
those -of great. Joshua,"

Jared iooked warlly after the vanlished Egyptlans, Horsemen
could eaglly return,

"The Romsns wlll not coms agzinet Jerusalem, Everyone says
they won't, Ans you must get to Charishim and I to Jamnia,"

"Just tha same, Jared, Lf Jerusalem ls attacked I yant to
stand at your back and I want you at mine,"

Jargd took flre, liking Eben more and more,

"&nd if there is fighting I want you at my back," He sald,
He spoke glowly, to be surely understood, "wﬁgﬁ the fighting reaches
Jerusslem and the Temple we will meet there,"

Practical wherew Eben had been only exuberent I he get a
meeting place, 3

"We will look for each other each noon at the Huldah Gates,"

Eben looked gaatward ag though he could ses the Huldah Gates,

"ind If we £18d ourselves inside the Temple and can't get
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out," Jared sald, "we'll meeti st the south balustrsde of warninz,"
folemnity replasced exuberance in Sben,

"of 014," he sala, "so the Book tells us, the greatest
oath was when 8 man nloced his hand on a men's thigh and they swore,
Abraham swore so, And Jacob, I om ready to swear so,"

Jared's dark face flushed, He stepped forward,

"I swear so," he saild,

' iben sald,

"Ana I swesr so,’

They drew back ss from a saerifice, But once s thing had
been done Eben wag always eager [or what came next,

"Now, " he eaid, "I muast £ind what fermers of Charighim
have gpars la bs,"

"An, I must get to Jemnla, " Jared sald,

The walked dgwen to the bloode-soaked cross road and burled

thelr ded, others helping, and Eben took the Charishim turnoff,

" / b b . e e
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The doorkeeper of the Jahnia school wae epologetic, as
always, when he had to break 1n upon Amos, Amos, eplensldly bearded
plumn and precccupled, sighed in regret at the interruption to hile
ptudies ans in =ullt at the selflishness which hils rngrnqkoknoﬂigdsad.
tut, of course, he nodded, 3

"Show him in,"

He had ns:er kgot the Dverseer walting and no more would

wrels A

he this new Brothar}unaoubtadlypacaking gsomethinz which the poor

tools of the streltensd Salt Ses Communlty coul, not make 0, its

-




neager stock supply.

Amos seldom denled himeelr to any visitor, He was not puff,d
up b, cause the School had put him in charge of ite preclous stores, He
was humbly aware that he was not of the stuff thet makes storekeepars,
e had never aspired to be anything but 8 scholar since the morning
his father dripped honey onto hig soft, six-year-old lipe to auﬁotcn
the beginning of learning, But from hie esrliest daye he had tried to
serve the Lord with all his heart and all hie uouhn'in eVery way
asiked, Next he served Rhosa, the wife of hisibosom and Abigail, the
daugshter of his hesrt, Naturelly, Rhoda came /ﬁ-ror. Abigeil, It hed
always been Fho”a and Rhode and Rhoda ang o nly after that ‘bigail,

He hod never told this to Ablgeil, She was unwed, Once ghe
was, herself, a wife in whom her husband rejoiced, he would undere
atanﬁ without any tellings, '

Amoes had merried at nineteen, He had ﬁtt ithoda only &
trifle earlier and untll he turn<d to her he had searcely thought of
marrisge. Abigeil was born in thelr firet year, They hod hoped for e
bouseful of children but whan the midwife told Rhoda she would never
bear another and Rhoda wept, Amos had chaerfully reminded her that
they already had gach other and Abigell too, He wee aware that he
was unlike some bhebande in thles he would certalnly have loved a
sons but Rhoda was the center of his 1ife.

When they settled down in thely first home Amos hed been
setarvotlon thi® and he remained so for a while, He had alwaye been
as indifferent to food sas he was devoted to study, A drink of water
when he got up in the morning, A r;w fizs, some bread and wngyrnd
wine later, And toward evening soup with sometimes a 1ittle ﬁ-at,



more bread and watered wlm{nna. now and ‘f.han, some dates or more
plg}-‘—that was ebout all. Naturally he dldn't grow plump.

: After Abigall came Rhoda realized that this fellure wae
eausing gossip, . '

“Well] They won't say much longer that I sterve my man,"
she sald, _

Her mother hag made her a cook who a1d not need to apol-
oglze to anyone and they aroused her to rebelllon, They were older
wives who loock for faults in brides and were sure Amog falled to
fatten up bpcause he'd got a poor stick for a wife,

Amog continuved hls meager meals, millng on the wife of
his cholce and the daughter of his heart, But whlia he studled Rhoasm
8lipped in with a trey, Sh, pleced this close to his hand and how
could hbs fingers not 5mpa when his nose was so tempted, Pungent
bread, savory lemb, psucculent chicien, sweetmeats, figs, dates and
raisins and, in season, ap,icots, pomegranates an3 grapes,

Amos all unknowingly achieved rounder and rounder curves
and was not ~wore that fro- time to time he nesded a larger, longer
robe, Rhosa complacently provided a new one whenever her messwring
eye warndd that hie ballooning front wee hiking the hem of the old
one too far sbove his sanisle,

Thus it was a distinetly potund Amoe who rose to greet the
Conmunity visitor, Since he was accustomed to the 1ittle Oversesr he
was as ghocked as Tomer had been, Thle long, b_ardleag, black eyed
young strenger bore himself lees 1ike a Brother than like 8 new
Joshua, He seemed made to swing the eword thet hung from a baldric
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and strike with the dagger in his bell,

The chock wag not, however, enough to delay the ned which
told the doorkeeper to fetch what wee offered in welcome to every
travellary

"Is the Overseer 1117" Amos asked then, after Jared had
nomed himself,

“Worse theon 111,"

Jared told soberly of the Ontio's blow,

"I cannot belleve 1t," Amos sald, "He was too full of 1ifa,
cometimes he slmost sanced for Joy over what he found in our waree
housay ™

"Sometimee he peemed almost to dance when the Community's
work went well," Jared said,

"And now you have teken his place?”

“I am only the Keeper of ths Serolls, But today I am on |
the mlesion thet would have been his,"

"You are as welcome,”

“Even though, 1ike the Overseer, I come wantins something?"

"Our warehouse dossn't have everything, The Fomans kesp ue
short, often of what we most need, But I hope we will have what you
are after,"

The doorkeeper came back with a basin of water and o towel
and later with @ heavier tray than he had ever brought for the Overw
~ Skor, This huge newcomer certalnly -ould have a blgger appetite, When
Jared had eaten he told his story and Amos's eyes shone at the

feaper's enthuslasm over the Enoch Seroll,
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“Wa have your parchment,” he sald, "We will go to the ware-
house now, Then to my home, You'll stay the nizht, of course,”

Japed hed thought of beginning hbg return Jouwney this
same evening, But 2 rest and an ,arly mo,ning start might be better,
gopeclally since he would be taking sn unfamilisr, more goutherly
road, He accepted with thanks,

"At home," Amos sald, "we will be by ourselves, my wife and
doughter are g% with my wife's mother, She ie 111 in o tc;n Noarby,
I am sorry yop'll not meet them,"

"Perhape next time," Jared sald,

"Moke the next £1ma soon,"

Rhoda and Abligell, Amos thought, would like this young
scholar who seemed also 8 man of valor,

On the woy to the warehouse, through twlsting streets, Jared
bezan to feel an uneasiness surprising in @ city which enjoyed the
pesee of Tltus, Townsmen an, sn occaslional warier townswoman, were
walitlng wide of allen sesmen streggling up from the harbor,

The seamen had made port so recently that they had not
lost thelr sealege and rolled alongm sometimes epreddling almost
from gutter to gutter, Thelr tanned fnces, and some 80 black they
couldn't tan)npalled out many origine, All were barefoot with herd
soles which clapped nolelly on the cobblestones, They wore caps
stretched down to the!r ears, But between ears and soles nothing
covered them but sweatrags at their necks and loincloths, These last
provided folde for the coins sailors bring for fun ashore,

"1'ad expected these fallows would be alresdy at work under




the orders of the Centurion Cotta,” Amos sald,

"The Centurion Cgtta?™

"The Primue Pilus of the Tenth Leglon, Titus has 1t up out
of Egypts He ie proving so resourceful that Titus usecs him for everye
thing,"

"What ~oes an officer of the leglions have to do with seamen?®

"These are off newly arrived supply ships. Cotta will c\,tﬂda
the cargoee among Romen cemps at Tiberias, Sebaste and Caesorea, Thgoe
seamen want to get into the elty, as seamen 40 after s long voysge,
But Cotta wants them for the unlosding and to break up the cargoes
into three lots,"

"Coulan't Cotta put men of Jemnls at the work?"

“Jamnis might be less friendly to supply ships 1f her own
men had to unload them,” Amos sald, "Titus wants Jomnia Fflendly,
There is Cotta now," |

They had come to a wide, central plaza, the town mesting
place, Jared declded, At one slde, to the rizht of Jared and Amos,

8 resplendant mounted Roman '-':3.:::“““8 leglonnaires herd reluctant
seaman, He woe tall and eo erect that he seemed taller, His inlaij
armor wag polished and 1te pold and silver glesmed and a orimson
eloak floated brishtly over his horse's rump,

"Titue's officérs wear their best, even a helmet with a
coeremonial aﬁat., in Jamnie, " Amos seld, "I think they try to metch
the splendor of the dress of the chief Temple priests and of our

princes,”
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It was not the mounted orﬂ&ur'a gleaning armer t&qmw
Jnmmda‘:t was the assurance of hls narrow mouth snafthé resolution of
his cra&%*bﬁdi;”ﬂn haed never seen a man so sure of himgelf,

"There 18 8 lcscnﬁ.amang the lezions,” Amos sald, "of a
centurion who 1lived a hundred ycixt ago, The greateast of the Onesars
88w o much in that Seaeva that he promoted him over all others, The
talk now 1s that Cotta already hes had ss much honor from Titus ang
le sure of more,"

'Jarud studied the Roman who might, himself, become 2 legen’,
then looked away tenwhere Cotta had suddenly leom.

Across the plaze & seaman was trying, and pretty succesece
fully, too, to dodge three leglonnaires whose spears were pricking
him back toward the hexbor, He wes serqhy end he 1lluped but he dodged
and sidestepped foxlly and with a fixed, dlsarmin: grin,

He was tgying to get far enoush from the saaaﬂbotntu to
wkeel and spourry off to the pleasures for which he ach-d after eo
long aboard ship, And, except for the ankle which now ana then turned
hiz grin into s grimace, he might have made 1t, But finally the fox
was boxed, Only his eyes had freedom thoush he still equirmed , At
lagt one ounpofawﬂ lagionnair reversed his spear to knock the
elugive quarry qQuist,

' The heavy butt 14 not fall, Cotta had called out, The trio
cloged and pplcked the seaman touard_&hgwan;eadlns.
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"Rev"‘ ama ga'd ana akipp-d into an au hile everyone

was wtnhlns ca I end captivey nd “E‘ﬁ""ﬁ into the warehouce,
"Men to unlosg the ships,” he sald when eafely lnside, "are




g0 needed that you, who could do twice as much ag any dnm_’.gh‘t
heve been questioned and when they found you were not of Jamnia
pressed into the work,"

Jared shook hls head st the prospsct which Community
lgnorance had kept h'm from foresesing, The need for mgn might
have d_ layed for days hles return to the Community and to Netophsh,

"What 41d Cotts say to make his three case up on that
dodger?™ he said,

"e 've ?:t together a language that most of us understand
but this time I esught only yetiarius."

A retlarius, Jored knew, was 8 gladistor who ¢ought nearly
maked, but with 2 trident and net, against a fully srmored and srmed
opponent,

_ "y gusse,” Amos sald, "ls thet Cotta was telling the three
not’;o riok orippling a man who might be very good with s trident and
net,"

Qod el

"let thet enkle mend and he might be greet,” Jored sald,

"lLately," Amoe mald, "thers have been reports that Titus
i1s golnz to bulld o compound to pen up the strongest prilsoners taken
in his oggression, They'll be for a spectacle in Rome t0 celebrate
his victory over Palestine,”

"He hasn't won hies victory yet,"

"Romans belleve they never lese,"

Jared looked around the werehouse and forgot Rota,

What might seom mesger t Amos was richness to Jared, The
Overseer, he thought, had had reason to dance, They found parchment
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and nearly everything else that Jared needed and started back to Amos's

house,
reat a while, if you like," Amos sald, "And then we'll have
a qulat meal and you can tell me about yourself, You don't seem tge
kind that usually turns to the Community."
‘ "There's not much to tell about me," Jared sald, "But you
should tell me of the School, The Brothers wlll want to know about
the School,"

Jared psered up from the bottom of Netophah's western slope
to the 1ittle gate in the inn's west wall, The stars all were out and
the moon, too, except that it was behind a ﬁloud. In Jamnla he had
reckoned that after a night's rest and an early start he would fetchik
Netophah Ln'two days and a night and part of a second, This ikpon and
these stars sald that the second Qaa leses than half over,

"The gate will be locked," Tamar had @ald, "But if you knock
I'11l let you in, If you went around to the great gate the dogs would
wako the whole household,"

Thinking of her agaln, as he had thought almost all the way
from Jamniajhe could not doubt that she had meant she would not mind
beling roused,

Hg cllmbed the hill and knocked, No answsr{ But he had not
expected one instantly, He knocked agaln and k¥ heard an inngr door
open and throush a crack in the gate saw & candle come toward him

acopse the small terrace, Tamar was holding 1t and when she opened




the gate her eyes glowed in the candle light, Her hair hung thlek, thlck
around her shoulders,

"You have come back to tell e about Jerusslem's wonders,"
she said and laughed and Jared flushed in a suddenly mounting excite=
ment,

She put out her free hand and he took it and they went 1inte
the room where she had received him before and she set the candle
down and thelr other hands clasped,

"You did not forzet,'"she sald,

"How could :{?" S A
3 "%: magﬁnﬁunutﬂﬁ; with only a staff,"

"A friend taught me a 1ittle about using them, then gave
them to me," |

"They must be heavy, Take them off, An, I'll find food,"

He lald the sword, baldric, dagger and bell on a table.

"I'm not hungry,"” he salj., But hg was -~~he rsalized-=
starving for the glowing girl before hlm,

He put a hand on her golden arm and, under the loose slgeve,

moved it to her shoulder and she flung both her arms about hls neck,

% 5 »

The bones, blood, flesh and sinews which maede up the long
body now qulwtly wide-eyed (an Awakener would be wlde-eyed 8o near
dawn) was possegsed by two men. Ong was the Keaper of the Scrolls
who would shortly be hurrying back to the Communit , his mind closed

Mﬂdff-to everything but his sucegesful mlsglan and the dutles ahead, The
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other had a min_ equally closed to ev erything but Tamar, And now this
other marked, with continuling enchantment, Tamar asleep under & mellow
byar) from a wall lamp in the adjoining eoom,

One of the women must have sto :

It was impossible, Jared was sure, that Tamar could have
roused, risen and gone and lighted the lamp. Even asleep he had bheen
too aware of her not to have known if she had left him gven briefly.
He had been keeping motionless mwk so that she might not waken but
now she turned and touched hle face as thouzh to make sure she had
not dreamed,

"Don't you ever wear a beard?"

"My wisest counsellor advised me against ore."

Her fingges told her that he was smiling,.

"All men wear beards, Except you and, of course, some Romans,"

"I don' t speak for Romans, But I was told not to because
long ago & great king told his soldliers not to,"

"Why ? "

" ¥shove off the handle by which an enemy may seize you,™

the king sald, ‘ind his soldiertnggzwgtd went on to conguer the world,"

His volce had bsen merry but now;g;bbrsd.

"It is time for me to go."

"But you will come back?"

Whenever they had awakened through the night thelir talk had
come -around to when he must go and when he would come back, She had
“had his promise over and over but he gave it again,

"The cave I sleep in has two entrances, I can leave after

-
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after dark, I'll come,"
Her hands turned his mouth to hers,
“Do not go,"
P They kissed,
"I am pledged," he sald,
She knew that pledges must be kept, Her &lansmen would not
. have held this lonely inn if they had broken thelrs., She herself was
pledged, To Obal, to her three women, in a way to all travellers,
She had contlnued to ilmportune Jared because his volce, even when
he refused her, sald what she wanted to he#r overr and over,
She had learned long ago what it was to be ﬁasirsd Jarud,

-'“‘-.

| howsver, dagirud her as ahc never had been bargra:)ﬂnd she had never

: rf§an herallr aa sba hnd thia nishtfqana“had married only bocauac

; her grandrathar had wnntud to make her nacu;;. A

3 "1'11 see you on your way," she sald,
'E “ie warm, This is the way I want to think of you,"

‘fﬁ_ "No!" She leaped up, laughing, her hair cascading, "I want
1§' toxphink of you striding across the desert, up ang down the dunes

; andyup 82a1N..+..but On your way back to me,"

o He settled his baldric over a shoulder, buckled hls bqﬂt

and made sure his dagger was rirmly sheathsd, and they went out to
“The \ﬂmﬁtﬁ L B S\s f'd(‘ e o o R i l}mﬁuﬁ- ot

the 1little gatay) He held her close, then turned down the hil%igolng

headlong over limest@®ne patches and outeroppings and up and down

wind-r uffled crests, Tamar watched. le waved ae he veered east and

she wavedj The-—-sun-got-up and he grew small among the sandy wastes,

~gﬂ,€mﬁy$ cok T aartide
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THREE

Twlce each yoar Rome's scattered governors reported on
the state of things in thelr sundry parcels of the vast Empire, Each
knew that what he gpad by swift courier would not, probably, get past
the Imperisl secretaries, These were fresdmen who had won such power
that herddltery Roman nobles grumbled that they wouldnhave been
been better of f born slaves, But there was always a chance that a
report migzht reach the Emperor, So gach proconsul, procurator, client
king, tetrarch, toparch or what not trled to slip in some tlabit too
urgent or too spley to be held back by the most presumptious frged-
man, Thus the writer would win momentary notlice on the hizhest level,
Preferment had resulted from less.

Pudzy Agrippa, longly and, as always, nlbblcd'by secret
gullt, was about to begin his own report in the eight hundred and
twenty third year after the founding of the chlef clty of his
master, A new stylus, lts reverse end apa%g%iiﬁihfor erasures,
lay with the wax tablet on his study table, #He found Roman wax more
te his liking than Hebrew papyrus, parchment or copper, He had been
reared in Rome and mentloned the honor often,

Agrippos was lonely becasuse Herenice was agaln away from
his palace, It was == he often counted =~ her fourth major absence.
Three had been the reasonable consequences of marriage, But a while
back she had broken with husband Number Three, Xing Polemon of bleak

W el wealth

Ciliclae, She had(taken)him (on for his 2uwmxk in forests which
supplled timber to Egypt an, Syria and in geats which projuced hair
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for half the black tents in desert Arabla, However, she had not been
arle toigizgﬂhia'windy %%rias. largely unrepalred since rompey's
army had battered them a hundred years earller. She had come back to
the luxury of Agrippa(e palace, But then, untroubled by any gullt
about anything, she had taken up wlté Titus,

Agyplppe envied hls slister because she never felt gullt,
Hlg gullt nibbled him constantly althoughthe never acknowledged it
even to himself, Now he was troubled also by worr y over the report,
ﬂ§§§£f$§at deal with a problem greater than just elipping in urgent
or spley bits, He must somghow slip in a thing to improve the
Emperor's (if the report got that high) opinion of the Emperpr's
ranking subordinate in Pal,stineg, himself, THat opinion was low rir”
bgcause of informetlon slready in the Imperlal hands, The dependability
of Agrippa's own sples satlsfled him that etralt-laced Vespaslanus
knew of Berenice and himself and certainly by now word had also gone
ahead of his sister's affalr with Titus and that this had her brother's
approval,

"Approvall"

A minlature earthquake shook the corners of Agrippa's mouth,
What had begun as an ironical smile became a rictus as he gave in to
his own helplessness in the affalr, Berenlce hed not asked his approval
any more than she had asked 1t of her marriages., She had suited her
own pleasure, She always sulted her own pleesure,

"Even that first time, when she was hardly old enough, I
did not zo to her, She came to me,"

Hls composure returned and revived vanity, and that insplired



s thought, Mightn't Titus be glverted from this small portion of hls
Emplre by the heed to repair the violence of the last twelve months
in Rome? That ghopt time had aeeé&ﬁgﬁnrora toppled wholesaley-the~
Jlsast-of-the-total -destruetion, Four;  Three before Vespasianus brought
order, An, one of the three additionally humiliated after death by
beinzg flung down the ignominlousg Gemonlan stalrway, the shameful
route by which dead criminals were got from the Mamertine prison
into the Tiber's tawny, ,xpunglng flow,
Moreover, Agrippa encouraged himself, cvjn 1f‘ﬂhapaaianus
were not diverted he would probably do nothing, Any action against
the tetrarch sitting in Jerusalem might well make Titus's aggression
more diffucllt,
"I am not Jjust any tetrarch in Palestinal"
What other had grown up in Rome and been flrst-named by
Vestals, Senators, patriclans,and even by notorious gladlators and
superintendante of exclusive baths? Who gpt Marcus Jullus Agrippe
had been tutored by Qulntillan?veapaaiagi@ould hardly%sigéklll of
oneg whose report was couched in Quintillian's peolished prose, Ang
hedn't that greatest of rhetoriclans sald Marcus Jullus wrote

divinely? Moreover, he had so much to say thet the felicltous prose
could easlly be made to Iind room for the self-serving bits., Neo
freedman would dare hold such a& report back,

Jtem; The successful unloading of supplies at Jamnla., The
Emperor would appreciate thet this had been possible as much because

of Agrippa's calming rule in the city as becuuse of Titus's peace,

Item: If needed, forty thousand recrults were avallable in Jamnia, Of
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course, 1f he drafted them Titus would break hils sworn peace, but 1.t
Titus worry about that, Item: The Jamnia School. Agrippa had had a
misgiving or two after encouraging Titus not to pppese the School,.
But;&gi}::pggsld polnt out, 1t was not curbin: malcontents from the
chyonically malcontent Temple, Oh! There was plenty to report in the
exqulielte prose taught by Quintilian,

One blt, however, would not be elipped in, Why upset Vespa-
slanus by boasting that his son's guerded secret was unguarded, The
bit had only lately reached Agrippa, but though 1t contredicted what
everyone was saying in puhl%p -~ Titus, hle generals, msny leadlng
Judeans and Temple leaders iiﬁifﬁfk not doubt 1t, He had had 1t from
the one person he never doubted,

Jerusalem was, in truth, to be beselged! Agrippa knew the
exact time, Titus would invest when the Passover had packed the Holy
City with a reverent meb from all over the world. Then undieciplined
hordes would make an organized defense impossible, Then they would
devour Jerusalem's food, Then Titus would attack, destrey, capture
and kill or scatter thig stubborn people so that they would never
agalin trouble Rome, Or Berenice! Ungrateful Jerusalemites had burned
her palace in abgurd resentment agalnst Jerusalem's Idum,an rulers,

Vreolidd Wt R S g blind Yl CAS e
S0 novw let slsaster fall -- upon the Holy City and the holier Temple!
Upon thousands who would be slain or sent into a captivity worse than

Babylon's,

P
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All this would befall, provided, of course, he had been told

the truth, Well, he hadli He squinted complacently toward Invisible Rom,,
Rewar




\ He looked to make sure that wax and taper were handy for

" his eignet ring when he had finished; then, with tongue figuradé

N

i tively as well as actually 1in cheek he began to write:
Best of Emperors, thank you for all
you have done for me, 1f you ang

your army are well I am Well 8180.ess

He wrote with swift assurance and no need of the spatula,

He was striking exactly the right, felicitous, Quintillian notg,.

e e SERS R R

S Many days passed while Jared's bones, blood, flesh and
'iﬁ’~& sinewe strove to accomodate the plvals -- a lover yearning towamri
Netophah, a Keeper whose thoughts never reached beyond his dutlies ==
Tach closing his mind égalnst invasion by the other,

On moonleas-nléhts, from the cave where an Awakener once
had exploded at dawn, the lover slipped out and raced over the celd
dark desert to the small gate and a warm Tamar,

Increasingly the Keeper shouldered more respongibilities in
<" a Community where more frequent glimpses oféélstaﬁ?}ﬂoman patrols

increased dlsqulet, No one knew why the patrols were more frequent
although later everyone agreed that Titus was sending them so far
south to mop up the countryside in preparation for the as yet

undeclared siege., None cameé to the Community, The Centurion whose

Optlo had Ynurdered so callously had satisfled suthorl‘y that, indeed,

the Salt Sea Bpotherhood was not dangerous, But the recurring menace
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on the horizon made 1t hard for the Community to get gown to work,

Nevertheless, under Jared, it dld follow the established
routine, dld live by the Discipline, in spite of disqulet and even
fear, An, Jared found that his respect for the Overseer steadlly

\fxlncraaaed. The fussBldget had not fussed over trifles only, D,eplte
bitter scare ltles he had proposed, planned, directed and accomplished
on a gecale which, Jared reflectsd admiringly, & successor would be-
glad to half equal,

At first Jared felt he had séored when he merely found
enouzh workers for the day, since the Community's pattern of dally
worship had to be completed ahead of c?arwthiné else, No workers at
all were avalleble untll the dawn Rite ended, iAfter that no one

.might be assigned who was needed for the Thanksglving hymns or for
- the chanting of the Law which must go on come sun, come moon, or
for the night~long watech of the Heavens,

Thers was also, regulerly, the B anquet, most sacred of
Community events, Clisterns might crack, aqueducts leak, wslls

- tumble, but all must attend gach Banquet until -- after ti:igzgilt
¢chants, prayers
afxkaxan and bleselings by the Priest of Aaron -~ all had eaten
y the bread and drunk the sweet wine, Once one of the Community's
-+ hives or(ﬁlack-handaé]baas swarmed Just as the Brothers trooped in
to the B;;quot. The new quesen had got her followers a home high
among the e¢liff-caves befors Jared could send after them,
Only.aftar all such holy obligations had been met codld
Jared tell off enouch Brothers to do what could not go undons ==

rake and repound dirt floors, sweep pavements, empty latrines, clean
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rooms, mend walls, rebulld roofs, repair toocls, replace damaged
dishes, make clothing, weave linen in which to wrap the most
preclous serolls, plant, plough and harv_st crops, Sadly, new graves
h'd to be duz and new markers ralsed,

It helped thﬁgighbitioua young Attendﬁnt proved to be e

| oot ¢

loyel, 1nduatrlouaAheipc# The Keepor navarﬁalled to make hls dally
inspection of Seriptorium end Library but after thet he could leave
them without worry.

A change in Heber helped, too, Happy~natured as always, he
had umxpsctadlg turned dillgent, especially when assigned to the
oasls., He was a natural farmer, Jared thought, and with the latter
ralne imminent and Aln Feshka to be sown to barley and flax he put
Heber in charge with & sense of relief, Wheat had been sown in the
autumn and was green and growing tall in an adjoining parcel,L?ith
the flrst raln soft pale ahaota thrust above Heber's parcel alonge

%{ elde the older, darker grnsn. Pl asant to see when all around was

the land that is never sown, e unfruitful dcnorti]
Of courge after the ralns agueducts had to be inspected

along thelr entire length lest they waste thelr precious freight, Cone
dulte had to be cleared of mud washed down from the hills, Jared did
noet d_celve himself that he was matching miracles with those of the
Overseer, but things did seem to get done, And, finslly, he managed
a task which had challenged him whenever he walked along the Mall,
He replaced the Jars shattered by the Overseer's murderer,

He could do this partly because he found two Brothers who,
in the world outslde, had belonged to the Potters' Guild,
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"Jars? Of course we can make jarse, We were Master Potters,”
one sald,

"But we will need better clay than you put intpD plates,”
the other sald,

The clay was not easily come by, but the palr knew where to
look and found enough along a brook emptying into the L&aaknack
rgEvine,

“"Thie works up as smooth ag any stuff I ever put my feet
into," one sald, "Get the pebbles and air out and it'e as good as
the best in Lachish,"

As far back as any could remember, Lachlsh had boasted
the best clay in Judea,

Along with Heber's barley sprouting at Aln Feshka, fresh
Jare sprouted along the Mall, tall gleaming cylinders whose shining
glaze flowed from rose pink to dove gray., The twe brothers were,
truly, Master potters, Every ringed base was level, every collared
‘neck fitted snugly agalnst 1ts heavy cover, Every cover wes moored
by cords to rings on gach Jar's shouldersx to keep water out,

e Woyk, crops, Jar-makinz - along with brief mlssions to
the world outside snd visits to Netophah == left 11ttle time for the
weapons Jared had brought back, although when he did prsctice the
Fifteen, happily, d1d not disapprove,

"The stare say clearly that some must face the Sons of Darke
ness," they agreed,

Searface, oddly humble, offered to tesch what he had picked
up whlle prowling the North Road,
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“I mgan," the ex-robber sald, "if you think I could help."

He avolded Jared's eyes, Jared's Keepership and close
agsoclation with the Fifteen now and then affected a Brother so,

"You can glve a beglinner like me a lot of help,"” Jared
sald. He wss trying to manifest an admiration which would dissipate
such excessive deference, _

He falled, But Scarface ;ggadn zot his gear from where he
had cannlly cached it and showed why, once, travellers had fled the
very sicht of hiy from Geza‘fb Damaccug,

"You've got that much all right," he said, They had gone

sword
through Heth's/routine, and gone through 1t ageln, Hls gaze was

fixed on a spot beyond Jared's shoulder, "‘ow iﬂttﬂ take turns
attacking and defending."” .

"Whatever jou say," Jard sald; But thils try was no more
successful than the other in allaying Scarface's humility,
; Turn and turn about they whacked away, aﬁtacking and
defending. And when Jared, acting on Heth({s admonitions, showed
increasing adroitness Scarface was surprised into astonished
approval, After they stopped, however, he stared not at his younger
opponent but at a patch of yellow sand,

"Let's try the spear,” he sald to the patch, "How near can
you come to nicking me at thirty pacesg"

"The truth 1s," Jared saild, "that I barely know one end
of a spear from the other, Here's where I can use a lot of help,"

"I was good with a spear," Scerface sald,

Recalling hls sklll he seemed a shade less humblg, but
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only 2 shade, "I'll be phety et firsty thoughy™”

He cast,

"¢ that was rusty," Jared said, "I gqon't want to be your
target when you put a polish on it,"

He had dodged the flying point, but awkwardly, He did better
on the next cast, An:, once more turn and turn about, they cast and
dodged until Jared looked up at the sun, It would be down before he
caught up with the work he had put aside to practice,

"We must do thl@ again soon," he sald,

"You're golng to be good," Scarface sald, His approvael was
almed at the row of shining Jers in the Mall.

On other days they did 1t agaln and agaln, The teacher never
got around to looking squarely at the pupll but finally his pralse,
although addressed to the horizon, was forthright, especially with
the sling, With thet Jared was beating hls best score agalnst vultures,

"You've got it all, But with-elings remember not to throw
a. lopslded stone, Elther with a sling or a catapult,"

"I woul.n't know how to start throwinz a stone with a cata=
pulty" Tared <uad-

"Well, of course the catarult throws the stone, It's half
as big as a man or bigger, You just aim the catapult, A Roman who
elalmed to be a wonder with a catapult _xplained it to me."

The scarred face shon, wlth pride because its ownor was
able to-tlll @ new thing to one almost on the level of the Community's

wisest,

"A catapult has a sort of arm that ends in a pocket, Put



the proper stone in the pocket, turn a handle that winds up & cord
that pulls the arm back, keep it back with a hook, and when you let
the hook go the stone flies, Exactly, the Roman sald, where it was
atmed 1if you've done everything rlght.“
"But you see 1t coming and dodge, the way you dodge a
spears™
"The Roman sald you alm the catapult at a swarm of men, They
all can't dodge, He clalmed he could drop a stone into a square ten
paces on ,ach slde, Whoever was in the square would be hit and who=
-ever got outside probably would be hit by splinters,the Roman said,
Of course he was & 1liar. All Romang are liars,"
"You say you have to start with the rizht stone?"
"And that's only the beginninz. The cord has to be right,
The catapult has to be aimed right, It must be level b,caugéﬁiﬁfgdlt
upk @ 11ttle, and 1t shoots hlgh, Tilt 1t down a 1lttle and it shoots
short, And just the Jjerk of the stone flying off will cant th, cata=
pulty and make 1t send the next stone to one slde, So you have to
rékim and level after every shot,"
"I'11 keep to sling, sword, dagger and spear," Jared sald,
He proposed morg spear practice but Scapfoce pretended alamrm,
*/1 "You've got too gaod.[ép your next try, or the next, you'd
CA likely stick me like a pté]_qo_flnd yourself a Roman,
"You think I'm doing that well?"
"Well, of course, we've Just been playing, It'll be a horse
of another color when you and somebody else do thls for keeps, And

never forget that a spear 1s a thing for Juet now and then, For the
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finish you'vge got to be willing to work in clese with sword or
dagger or both,"
Hlie eyes were fixed on the horizon, but his volce seemed

n
to be full of nothing save pride for his pupll,

® % % ® * =

A Master was walting when Jared gntered the Scriptorium, I?
was the Master for whom Jared had brought back the Jamnlien parche
ment, He had been intent for days on the business of copying the
worn document sent up from Egypt and he jumped up in excltement when
Jared care in,

"Keeper! I have @ surprise,"

"A surprige?” :

"The Enoch Seroll: There is a wonderfully new thing in 1t,"

lLate as 1t was, almost time to prepare for the evening
gervice, Jared could not resist delaying to hear,

"What is new?"

"A 1isting of the whole hi,rarchy of the Celestial Presences,
Jared, The loftiest. The middle rank] Ths lowest! If we may call
low any so much higher than the hlghest of ourselvesp'

"The full llsting?"

"Every one}"

Epreading the fingers of one hand the Master begen to tick
of f his rollcall, "Lowest are the Princiralitles, Authoritlies, Arche
ansels, Shepherds and Angels,"

Yiiq
"Angels," Jared sald, "are all about us," He knew angels



They were the numberless messengers of the Lord to men, Although,
of course, they d4id not come to all,

"Phe middle rank," the Master sald, ticking reverently, "are
Dominions Rules! Vaptums: Gloples! An, Powers}"

Jared had never heard of this five, He nodded, however, in
unconscious imitation of the Overseer whom he still copied with
profit, The Overseer had nodded 1in sllence whenever he 3id not know,
His nod seemed to say Just le

to me.

 "Loftlest,” the Master sald, "are the Thrones, Lords, S,raphim,

Cherubim and Guardians,"

"Guardiansi"

Jared could not hold the xprd back,

The Master's innocent roliﬁall had opened a crack in the
mind that the Keeper of the Scrolls kept stubbornly closed, Before
he could close the crack Hot guilt poured in, The boy he had been
was ashamed of yefusing plasce in his thoughts to Israel's great
gafirddan, The man he was could not deny the sinfulness of the
rapture at Netophah, The Keeper confessed to vows broken as completely
as the Qptlo had broken the Jars on the Mall,

"Gr.at Michael!l" h. sald,

He strode up and down the qulet rnogjdlmmcd by approaching
twllight and empty except for himself and the Magter, The Master
sto&a out, wondering why hls discovery about the Enoch Seroll had
80 moved the Keeper,

Later, at supper, ne noted that the KXeeper's face was



hard,
By then Jared had closed the e¢rack,
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The messenger who came crying, "The Prisst of Aaron," could
at first only manage the four words, He had come from Jerusalem and

when he was better able to talk he boasted that he had run the whole

way.
praat

Jared was crossing the Mall when the messengar stumbled

onto it,

”:.‘ O S &

"I'11 take you to the Priest of Aaron," he said,
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem,"

The runner staggered and hauled on Jared's amm,

"It is the Priest of Aaron you must tell," Jared-eakd:

-
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Hte solemn volce tried to maks olsar that any other action

(589 L
25 q,_:‘ e

“ould be lmproper in the Community but th;hnd had to rid himself of
his terrible news,

"Titus! He 1s golng to attacki"

A E’ The woris were 8o much deafening thunder., Jared thought of
?;E the Temple, of Eben, of R@tophﬂh{?&%eﬂuryw%hﬁagh%“ﬂl!mi&“$0“add-tO*
: ﬁ}: eanfusing deafness jand-to.clear ..hi-m..mi,m?%o—-hu-nr&w‘aﬁt.&H..h.Lﬁjjﬂi}}-?»._ 12
éq; fh\:“uac‘a;r':mas he had got the man to the Pries t of Aayon, el L ¢ e
' Titus was to attack Jerusalemi And Jerusalem meant the A

f M e j P (o 5 A s e
hntter /Temple. Every drop of blood\longed to go on, and onhﬂuntll
hg reached the HolyvCity, but when he had got only a 1little way

.»(' toward his cave he was called baols, Lﬂl_ A \Wfﬁ‘h'w-"f s




"Keeper] Keopor'*
He#turnudjbsek towa!d a hurrying Brother,
*ﬂ,uger'{Thn Priest of Aaron says g .
Wh_ n he got to the Assembly Hall L& found the Fifteen in
palpable fear, thelr Julceless o0ld lips puekod 1n an unsuccesful
try for that resolute calm which the Disclpline enjoined., They
were bunched on benches along the walls. The Priest of Aaton stood
before them his shoulders drooping so that the end of his sllky,
snowy beard fell almost to hle knees,
The messenger leaned alone agalnat the rear wall, his bare
4‘«1 1935 and torsco encwnbddd with sweaty dust.(His full tilt Journey
had so dried him thnt the skin of his belly was unnaturally loose and
unnatuprally wrlnklid.Jﬂis chest was still 11ft1n3 and falling from
2 beart bgat not yet back to normal,
The Priest of Aaron looked at Jared with the vague entreaty
of e2ld age,
"Jared! We have come to count on you, You must share our
bleak tidings,"
Al B
Jarcd waited. A Brother of hls rank must walt until whosver
Lorshad precedence m surely finished,
“Thg bitter rumors are true, Jared,"
The Fifteen took up the threnedy,
"True even though Romans and our own leaders have denied
them so often,” ‘
"Two legions encamped last night on Mount Scopus,” |
b R § “Anﬁégo frailest of us would fln{}tha distance from Scopus ‘



to Jerusalem's wallfiasyi"

"Another csmp ls even nearsr, on the Mount of Olives}"

"And only Kidron lies between that and the Temple,"

Now vhaey all seemed to have finished,

"But," Jared sald, "the City is full of our people come
for the Passover, These, with Jerusalemites and the Priests of the
Temple, are ten times Titus's ammy."

"Arms bearing ls remitted to Temple Priests,” the Priest of
Aapon sald, Jared had never heard him speak so mournfully. "And even
the well dlspoced who are armed reject any captaln, And woree,)

Idumeans and other robbers of our own clans, among them Simon of

[ ¢

. Glora and his bloody Bang, have tricked their way into the City,"
Even in a Community cut off from the world outside 21l had
heard of Simon of Giora and hils gan-,

v 3
’?ﬂ«,r-* Likze oA e '.r._ :

Ei "gimon will fight only for his own gain," someone saild,

& "Better Titus in the Clty than 8imon," another sald,

;f )K Jared's mouth grew a bitter taste at the gﬁ:uggt of the

S Temple with Titus at the Clty's gates and Simon inside its walls,
"What of the Holy Temple?" he said,
"It 18 Iin its greatest perll since N.buchad;bzz,r," the

Prigst of Aaron sald,
\:{ {é;mamberlng, in splite of his growing fear, to move carefully

.7 not to up-end some frail oye of the Flf‘tacna Jared pushed forward
? and knelt before the Priest of Aaron,
3

"Well now, Jared," the 0ld man sald, "whatever you want,

can't it w84bd aside while we finlsh this busingss the messenger
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hae put upon uel"

“They are the same,"

"Woll, butees"

"Gverything with whick I om charged 1s in order,”

"Well, yeu, but ses"

"ot me zo to defend the Temple,"

His black hesd bent in supplicaotion,

"Butses"

"iverything ie in orier today, perhape," one of the Fifteen
gald, "but what of tomorrow and tomorrow?"

 "421 that the Overseer d1d must still be done every day,"
another sald,

"The Attendant in the Library esn be counted on there," Jared
gaid, "and in the Seriptoriu-, And before I am really needed elsewhere,
shan't I be back?™

"W1ll the Romens be beaten off from the City that soon?"
the Priest of Aaron sald,

2" _ong-of the Fifteen sald,
"ot me go,"
"well, but e
e "It will take someone lilke Joar-d to deal with Simen," another

. of the Fiftean slidﬂ.xr\.w‘*&t«i»

All the faeces brightened,

"fellss" the Priest of Aaron sald an, slowly dropped s long
thin hand to Jared's hoad, "Wglelel-l] 'ell, you have wanted something
1ike this, Jared, ever since you went into the world outelde, S0; Vgll,

go4"Thin-fing e Ana t—n.'r blese apd Xesp you,"
Thy-Pifteen, spening to gather courage from the worls which

had
S TR S © SRS [
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gos" Thin fingers pressed, "Ans the Lord bless and keep you,"

The Fifteen ssemed to gather strength from the words which
had gncoureged Iarsel for more than a thousand yesre ana continued
the firet Aaron's benedlctlon,

"The Lord deal kinmqly and graciously with you,"

“The Lo,d bestow his favor,.on yoﬁ;“ the Priest of Aaron
sald,

"Ang grant you pesce,” the Fiftesn sald,

Jayred stood up humbly and walked through the door of the
Meeting Hall [ln,ntly repeating to himself, ",,and give me pesce,"

Out on the Mall Brothers swung close to learn the messenger's
news and off to one slde Jared saw the Chaste One's grave face, In his

own faghlon the Chaste One had learned the meseenger's news, Japed
want to him and knelt,

"Gilve me your blessing,"

"Always, Jared, always)’ the Chaste One sald, "You con do
nothinz that would keep my bl,ssing from you."

“"Romans ang plunderers are going ageinat the Temple,"

"I know, Go} And the Lord attend,"

"I will be back,"

"Mhe Loxd will declde, Concern yourself with nothing but
His will,"

The Chaste One's fingers brushed Jared's shoulder in love
no less than bvleseing, Jored stood up and layed his heod apgainst s
rrni 0ld bresst,

"Go, Jared, Do not walt taxmmm until I weep.”




Jared turned hack to the waltlng Brothers and although
thls was the time for silence he told them what they wanted to know,

He was overwhelmed with whispered advice,

"Pind a good man to stand at your back the flrst thing you
do," Scarface sald.

"We have never seen you with a shleld,” one ex-potter sald,
"Get a good one,"

"But not too heavy," the othsr sald, "A quick fighter
should not be slowed by his gear,"

"If you need help, send for me," Heber sald,

Jared turned toward his cave, If he needed help he would
have Eben,

Eben w be t d t 0 .

Because, before meeting Eben, he must go to Netophah,

Wi*h all the Brothers following and ths Chaste One wateching
he trottdd, then ran, then raced toward the cliffs to get his arms
and the few other things he would take, And the Brothers raced after,
erying thelr prayers, hopes and cautions, The Oversesr wss not there
to rebuke them into silence and in that moment no one thought of

the Discipline,

* % % # % #




This was the vilgst mopning that Obal could remember at
Netophah, Natu,ally, any moyning was vile after a caravan had spent
the night at the inn, Obal had had to be up anﬁ down, down and up,
and the dogs, too, A few men of every caravan, sfter so many months
on the Incense Road, were alvays tapplng hOpgrully on the women's

A door, Last night Obal had hardly slept at allfnd 1t had been cold an,
a hgavy fog had been the next thing to raln ;;, besldes bgling sleepy,
he was misepable in damp clothing and the dogs were miserable also,
sniffling on wetd paws when they stretched out to rest from thelr
dugk to dawn snﬁr&lng.

The caravan was leaving, Ite master was at one slde of the ,
courtyard where Temar had taken her usual station, He was thanking
hor for her hospitality even though he knew she had charged well for
that, Hlg men, kicking thelr beasts through the blg gatee, were
looking back in unrpwarded admlretion,

Tamar had slgpt waym and away from the foz and wag glowing

and shortly would start her women at the tldying up which any caravan

depprture made necessary, A rold of her gray work dress was tucked
into her belt to ralse the hem clear of courtyard muck and her
slesves were pinned back to her shoulders baring her golden arms,

S8he was at her station not because she thought to halt any
brawl among the caruvcgfgimada edzy by the irritations of thelr long
Journey, It was for the daravan master to keep his own peace, She
stood there--the Innkgeper--as her granffather, father and some ong

7 of her clan had stood slnce before questing Balkls, to remind departe

\ffi ing guests by her presence of thelir peculler obligation to Netophah,



On this last half of the Incense Road between Aksbah and Jerusalem
there was no other inn and nowhere in Israel was there Netophah's
eQual, It was up to travellers, therefore, to r spec t 1t and to
gpeak well of it at any opportunity so that no one would come to
harm where all were dealt wlth se—well; gh”dt“ 5

All travellers complained of the flles, fleas and filth in
Palastingainns, except at Netophah, Long ago Tamar's clan hed decided
that all would profit if caravang found a good place %in which to rest
before takingz thelr wares into Palestine's citlies, Tamar's ¢lansmen
ang now Tamay offered more than the queen-sized alcove had provided
Sheba's inquiring ruler, B ks

Nothing, of course, up-te Persla's caravansarles where
royalty unfallingly found fitting accommodations. But at Netophah
there were no flfas except on Obal's dogs. No fllth encouraged flles,
No gu,st need bring his own sllver tank fo boll water; Netophah's well
was sweet, Alcove straw waes clean, Gutters drsined the courtyard after
ralns,

Now and then, of course, some caravan master woulsy have hls
little Joke. One would tell Tamar that in Babylon gug.ts pald in grain
and when an inn-mlstres s ther, demended mon,y she was to:sed into
the Euphrates, sink or swim. Another, less than half Jokingy would
~remind her that eﬁacwharw the word for inn-mistress meant one who
was hbspitable in the most personal faghlon, »

Tauar had always been able to take, of jokesters and of

herself, And now, while Obal shooed the last spiltting camel on its

way, she eaced the caravan master toward the gates and whey he had



disappeared she went to collect the three who would tidy up under
her directlion,

Obal, havingc mlserebly sped the departing guests, grew
indignant, Damp, stiff and nlgupy he had had to go on shooing whille
splayed hooves pelted him with clods, He hed had to watch sour mouths
swill ,ndlessly, B-look told him that the well would hardly be back
to nomal in a2 month, and he would not let hilmself think where it
would fsll if angther caravan cam, soom, |

It was easy to see the low level of the well but Obal
sighted only dimly the single traveller approaching from far off,
skimming the sand dunes, His firs'! rcaction was suspiclon, ‘ny solitary
traveller aroused suspiclon, He poked the dogs untlil they stood on
elther side of him, stiff legged and muttering, He got a good grip
on his staff,

"If he trie® anything" he sald, "He'll get you," He was
gpeakling to hls staff, "Then the dogsi"

To measure better the approaching brawn and bulk he rubbed
hie eyes then bellowed in welcome and rellef and waddlgp through
“ the gates and bellowed again and walted impatiently Lo the
stranger--- no stranger at all, only made B0 seem one by sword,
.agger and belt--=came within earshot,

"Jaredal"

Next Obal dheught to rebuke Jared for his unfamiliar
weapons and hie lack of the famillar Brotherhood robe, Then he had
had a mind to say that if Jared came oftener he wouldn't go unrecog=

nized at any dlstance or in any cloth<s or gear,
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But, of couprse, Obal knew Jarsd had come often, Only he had
| arrived and left by the inn-mistress's 1ittle gate. And since Tamar

had never spoken of that Obal couldn't elther, A Jjoke might be better,

"Welcome) If ypu want a bath, one will be made ready.,"

' The well might be low and another caravan wouljy make 1t
lower but Jared's pltcherflul, or even more, wouldn't matter,

"I can use a bath," Jared said,

They had coms inslide the courtyard, Tamar was walklng towars

over this unexpected appearanece
them/ her eacitement/discrestly controlled. She had been sweepling an
alcove and, seelng Jared, had dropped her broom, That was the only
sign which meds her approach more than a customary welkoma to a
guest} The other women were watching, The youngest -~ the girl with
such high color == watched in open approval of Jared,
| "Aren't you away from the Community at an unugual hour?"

Temar sald,

She spoke sasll;,anéwsoftiy not to reveal the fear that
his coming now might mean that somethingv was wrong,

"The Roman agsgggg}on is turning on Jerusalem," Jared sald,
"I am going there,"

Her gyes blazed aith a different excitement at thls news but
she turned calmly to Cbal,

"Is there an alecowg ready?"

"In Just a 11ttle, Mistress,"

"Come inside while you .alt," she sald .y Fectdd

Ag ¥hejymoved off with Jared she motioned to Obal, Her signals

the younww”%u ‘she smaothad Inte TaRt-4a.

and got back to her work,

ared from her face
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were almost spokgn instructions and at this one he put the oldest
woman in charge of tldying up. Then, ngeding no signal, he stared
the youngest down until she smoothed interest in Jared frok her
face and got back to her work,

Jared followed Tamar through the empty kitchen and into her
quarters , There she flung herself into hls arms., He held her close
and kissed her wet cheeks,

"Oh, Jared!" she sald,'You mugt defend the Temple, I under-

‘stand] But how long can you stay here?"

"Not long! Titus may attack any time."
"Can you stay tonight?"
"No. But 1'11 enjoy Obal's bath," His black eyes smiled
down, "He promised it almost before I was near enouzh to hear,"
"Obal wants nothing to remind you that once he stood betwesn
you and your bath,"
' "Obal wants to welcome anyone you welcome,"
Tamar wiped her eyes,
"I'11 havg a tray ready when you have bathed, -4
\' Obal hasn't tola us yet that the alcove is raady:}
"I'11 bolt the door,"

She came back into his ams.

Over the savory trey they talked, Tamar had chamged into
her green and blue'dress and put on the anclets that ha; tinkled when
he first saw her., He told her how they had made him think of the Proe

"ihy dta-he-mint-a-faw.litile bells?"
She told-him..how.he-had.leeked.that day,

- .pm_——J
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phet Isslah'e rebuke to the tinkling ,aughters of Zlon,

"Why 414 he mind a few 1little bells?"

She t0old him how he hed looked that day,

"Almost a glant, and I expecting the 1ittle Overseer! And
all that black halr, And your eyes so watchful, as th;ugh I was an
enemy, "

Aft,r they had eaten he repsated all that the Jerusalem
messengsr had told the Fifteen, She listened and then hurried out
and told the women and Obal,

"They are all Judeans," she said, "They will want to pray,"

s\;;;t_% f—-t-iruﬁcr---aaat--v\b--,;-i‘orer--—the' ‘trey-aind stared toward
J;ruaalem ag though the thlck wall were not there,

“"This trouble will har dly meke a difference at Netophah,
at least for a time," she aglq: "The Romans know the inn is needed,

And 1f some come who do no§£m§1il deal with them, Whoever has been
Master here has always had to deal with some trouble,"

"If the slege runs on, food here-may run short,"

B "Netophah growe nothing, of course, But there are growers
807

““b in Mamre, Hebron and Tekoa, iy father and grandfather dealt with
thelr fathers and grandfathers., And the inn has alyays kept a hldden
reserve,"

Ag in earllier talks, Jared marked her practicalltyy and
was grateful for it,

Obal's fat knuckles set up their paffy hesitant tattoo,
There was fresh news, A man from Tekoa, on his way back from some-

where near Jerusalem, had brought it, The Tenth Legion had moved twe



-167-

cohorts toward the City's north wall.

Jared leaped up.

"Ie the man st1ll here?"

"He hurried off to wars Tekoa."

After Obal had gone Jared gathered Tamar into hie arms.

"Wait just a 1little," she sald. "You should take
some food."

"I am to meet a friend inside the City. He will be
waltinz since the Romans sre closing in." -

Eoth realized tha t he could not know when or even 1if
ever he would comse back,

"I ehall pray for you,"

Jared
Out in the courtyard/hn went to Obal, before the great

gates.,

"Obal, are there any enemies of the In- that she
doesn’t know about?"
Obalhs round halrless face sesmed to shrink. He was

remembering the wotrld beyond Netophah where he had known nothinz but

enemies., Then he looked toward Tamar's quarters.
"I know of no one. But whoever hurts her is my

eénemy. And yours, also. The Romans will not be her enemy or mine.
She will know how to handle a Roman."

* % &

Erigande of the world! Furious Czlgacus had shouted h
the accusation from his ravaged island. Now, in the same century and
acrées the world, it ranz through Palestine 2s Rome struck to creats

another desolatlon and call it another peacs.

o
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Thiec wap an aggresaion that never should have besn, It was
the result of the ineredible conjunction of & lunatic Empprory hig
rapacious governor ans implecebl, procumator on the one hand and on
the other of o people who had benefitted eo often from mirecles that
thoy-ﬁiru sure #nother would 'e forthcoming, If these antagonists had
not 0olllded messureless destyuction would have boen avertoed, Ana,

_ To “—‘“li
afterwvard, mourning men would not have looked scross rubble and seid,

- more than
"A thousand auxilisries would hove been smeagk  ennuch,”

Titus Flavius Sabinus Vgspasionus sald,

In hls headquarters tent on high, level Mount Scopue he

Qoodled with a stylus along a map spresd over s wide ‘abtle,
| "Five hundpred could heve turned the Prick," He looked herd
until Cotta nodded,

The noz did not mea2n that Cotta ryelly understood, He knew
only that he wae belng used as a gort of sounding booard for his come
mander's thourhts on the irpending slegs, Cotta woula, possibly, shape
thene into a plan?er eriticiom by hile generals, But for the 1ife of
hims Cotts could not see how a jobelot parede of auxiliaries fitted
into any plen,

"Wo ouzht to have kept our aeyee open," Titue sald,

He shifted in hls seat for on easler fit, H, fitted o 1ittle
oo enugly, Dark and medlum €81l he waa;A esplte the taxing Palestine
campaign, a 1llttle overwelght; his faomily ren to fat, He was not,

i



_\- however ,coft and his shoulders were powerful, His rouns chin jutted
beaspeaking resolution, His Roman noge hooked ae boldly ae any nose
in Judes, His mouth wss smallish but its faint, fixed smlle suggested
8 man sure of himself, And why not? He was only thirty but as goo, @
A comnander sg hies father, the ne% Tmperor, He had protty much crushed
~ Gallles,and the Pharisee and priestegenersl Josephue who had fought
him hardest up there was his hostage and supporter,

In gpite of the risk of a gsotback in the impending slege, a
potback alyays possible before a city so prodiglously walled, o
broader gmile m;sht have been warranted, In all Palsestine the only
pointe of reslestsnce were Jerusalem and o fow strongholds to the
south, Of course uprooted Jews made desperate by Romon eruelty or,
1ike Simon of Glore, grown inhuman, were a danger, but only as wild
animals sre dangerous, Once Jaerusalem fell, gcattered maursuders

A would be pleked up with no trouble et—nil.

Titus bent over the mape Its lines for streets, exes for
towers, trlangles for hille, dote for pools and wells, squares for
buildings and wrigzles :er running water rypresented not only the
City but also two flanking valleys, the faghlonable mgw suburb of
Bezetha, n;l the elty walle and an ugly hill of possible withtory

valua,

: South, gast and west there was Jjuet one wnll,(%a%thth“ﬁuny'

ng;vtcwtrri)Thn pame wall 5ounagd the Clty on the north but there it was
W}f one of three, Where the single well sufflced Jerusalem wae made

almost impregnable by two valleys end a steep, southern escarpment,

The northern approach, however, sloped more gredually ani there, over
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the years Philistines, Babylonloens, Aaayrians}ﬂgyptlana and many others
had begun thelr assaulte o the sunmit which Isyeel's enemies had
covated for a thousand years,
On the north was Solomon's wall with the towers == Hipplcue,
Pheesalue ang Mirionne =~ which Herod had raleed to guerd hls palace,
This ren from wést to esst to the center of the Temple enclojure, A
second wall, nemed for Manassah who had bullt it, esceladed up outglde
Solomon's wall and enclosed all the Temple area, Here, also, Herod had
X bu11£; This time @ tower which wae deservedly called » fortress, the
mighty Portress of Antonia, It stool et the Temple's northwest comer
and over its connscting collonade Herod's soldlers, or Rome's, had
X tramped into the Court of the Gentiles, seometimes the Profane C ourt,
to put down the riote always erupting among cantankerous factionsee
qﬁf' Jows agalnst Centlles, Galileeans sgainet Judesns, Pharisees againet
Saduccees, Samaritans against Jerusalemites, Zsalots ageinst anybody.
The thinﬂ wall lay etlll farther north, gneclosing the new
addition to ever growing Jerusalem, Bezetha, This was called Agrippa's
7 wally Agrippe's father had begun 1t, Fearing it wouls encourage
© eruptlons Fome had made him stop, As thg Fortress troope had lesrned,
almost anything encoureged some rrnsmanﬂ?r Judea's hotheads, But

desplte the FRoman stop-order the present Agripps had completed thie
thi 4 wall while Vespasian and Titus were too busy in Galllee to

interfere,
XM e "Thewe rich Bezethans put up the money to finish 1t," Titus
wr” sald,

He tapped the map with his stylus, His little fixed smile



could have meant exagperation or gruiging approval,
"These Jews don't mise a trick, demn them." He tapped agailn,

R, "My father ehould have th scouts down, I should have sent scoute
f down," He lookad, only helf in Jest, et Cotta, "why dildn't you think
~ to send scouts down?¥ i
L4 There were stones in Agrippe's wall ss long as three men,
. taller then two and wider than on, men could straddle, If scouts had
1 ‘._-: sesn them bhelng put. into place and had ropartsd back t.h, atones ngver

would hava mot up, A thoupand mxlllsr&n. or aven five hundroﬂ, gole

loping in and out, showering Javelins and arrows and whooping thelr

-

heads off would have brought them erashing down,

Cottas nodded again, At lasst he understood, This galloping
and whoopingz .28 where the Job lot of auxlllariu.would have coms in,

"But now we'll have to knock some big holes in the wall
before we dare try much glse," Titus sald, "If we pushed oxi to the
mlddle well and then wnﬁ chased back, Agrippa‘'s would stop us Just
when we might went rumning room,"

“mi might be chased back at that,™ Cotta seid,

"Hever for long, Titus sald,

fis ntne smile wos oanrldant.

“"We'1l starve them out. and thiraet them ont, The City 1is
packed for this whatever they call it --Pagsby, Pass through,"

"Possover, It 1s the Jews hollest obuewanco.“

"It's brought them in dr&ua from all over the world. The
Clty can't possibly reed so many v,ry long, And when we bresk their
aqueducts what will they do for water?"
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The stylues stopped on heavy wrigsleg indleating two aque-
ducts, On, from the west gnded at a-dot near one of the Herodlsn
toyers,

"Hezelkiah's Pool,"” Titus said, "It'1l dreln in no time,"

The second aqueduct came from the south, resched half way
up outside the west wall, hairpinned back, still outside, turned
to cross tﬁa south wall and inside the City sgsecerded th: Tyropoeon
Valley into the Temple,"

"Ans this Temple pool nearly as qulckly," Titus sald,

"Both are fed by bilg reservolrs,” Cotte sald,

"Reservolre csn be broken,”

Titus's stylus tapped two more pools,

"tut theee won't, Springs feed them, oven through Apoushts,"

Ung of the laost dotes marked the Pool of £!1losm whioh;;:;:i!
the Lower Clty, The other, sbove the Temple, lay between the wells
of Manassah and Agrippa. It was named Bethseda,

"Both of those pools,” C otte seld, "sre as fine se any in
Romes Porticos clyrele them for comfort and privacy, Hundreds at a
time undress, bothe, lounge and drese at a time.

fThn damned Jews do well by themselves,” Titus sald,

T'*“* Hy loyed the stylus down,

"I want a closer lockwat thet Agripps wall, It's the first
thinz we'll go for, Up close we may see something to help us,"

“1'11 mount an _scort," Cotta sald,

“A hundred or so ousht to be enough," Titus sald,

But he tossed up hle hend when Cotta's face showed stubborn




dlesent,

"sult yourself, Take all you 1ike,"

He had lparned from experlence as well es from hls father
thet in minor mottere 1t was a good thing to give subordinates a
1ot of leeway, '

91711 tell your orderly to fetch your horge,” Cotta sald.

He meant to teke full advantage of the gult yoursglf, Wwhat
mightn't Jerusalem's defenders try Af they saw only a hundred or two ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂ
80 temptingly near and guarding en offlcer so caprefully that the

% of;;;m Just about had to be Titua?
He got to that quarter of the Scopupy camp set aslde for
auxiliaries and to the tent of the Brigadier commanding all the
« amxiliaries attached to the Twelfth Leglon,
"iount up glx hunarod.“ he sola, He hadn,xplained the misslon,
~ "You take command . An” plok a cracking zood lleutenant for each
hundred, That Agrippa wall has pl,nty of sallyports, 4 Jarusalemite
swarm could g:ﬁgx::t'anywhnrc."

"Once we leave the Damascus Koad we'll be ridi = wost of
the way through Bezetha's gardens," th, Brigadler cald, "And they're
the louslest plsce for horses, Irrigation ditches running every which
way, Soft, tilled land all aroumd' Vingyards! Clump, of fruit trees}
If we're Jumped we'll 1llkely be too mired to fight back,"

"Titus would 1lke nothing batter tham to be Jumped, He's

~ 8ald a thousand times that%}ou give a bgselged place & good stiff
beating at the start you've more than half won,"

The Ipigadier spat,
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"A charging horse will sink to hie ggcks !n 8 sof!"ﬁ?ﬁfﬁn““°
~£0ry DOvaver .
It‘ll atumblg at an irrigotion ?ltch cseler than rsliing dow%lhffg.3°“' e

ﬂua uaya 1t will be the Jews who get the stiff beating?"

-
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Th_ City was full of those who had come to commemorste that
longegone night when thelr Loxd had psssed over the housee of Israsllites
but had smote the Szyntlans. Since then, the unforgettable Passover had

during the Red Sea crossing,
pustalned the People «= taxsn:xwttanluult: in the ¥Wilderness,

againgt the Philletines and many other enemlies, th oughout ths Captivity
nce mors, sepulchres stood reversntly whitened

amoning fires flamed egein, Once the flame 1

had shone all around, but Samaritans had taken to setting mlsleadling

out and ence more in the Month of the Ear thousanie on thousands rom

and th: Dispersion, Now, ©
end on chosen hilltope the su

By fire or nesoengaoly

near and far were crowding into the Holy City.

The crowls were even greater then when Jared he, come wilth
Hoth but he made his way through them, He waps sure Eben would be walting,

Eben was, Hie bac k againet the opened Huldah Gete, with the
Pyofane Court and the white and gold Temple behind, he was sobsrly
apsarching the incoming throngs for a familisr, dork, beardless face, His
own lightened when Jared shouted and then he came down the stalrs three
at @ tlme, Jared went up three at a time and they hurled themselves into
sach other's arms,

"fou're a 1ittle late,"
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"An errans held me back,"

"Well, now thc:n'a.i thing to seo,”

They went back up two steps at @ time and into the P&orann
Court, then onto the top of the colienadl leading into the Fortress
of Antonia and from that to the open, parspett od court around the
great apartment on the top terrece of the Fortrece,

Halfway elonz the court's shsdy side they ceme to a ellent,
glowering group, n the center, the lesder geve thoem a surly store,
He wop a fateshouldered man o dozen yeers older than Fben snd almost
aslbls. Hie beard, & gressy stubble, hid his necic,

Jared snd Eben hesitated, looked at each other, then big,
blg Eben, hans on sword hilt, pushed shead, The glowering group
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looked at Stubblebeard but when he dld not signal they gave way. Jared
followed and the two left the group behind them,

"Wasn't thet Simon of Glora?" J ared sald,

"Simon and no mistake,"

Jared looked back, After Netophah he had picked up more grim
rumors about the greasy, cunning robber chief, In the beseiged City
where rich and poor, men, women and children were locked together
behhhd wallgfﬁln the confusion creeted by a horde of self-appointed
defenders, ﬁo was sald to be plundering homes and shops, even mure
dering where he pleased, but so craftily that no one could say,"H
d1d this, And that,"

"I was told he hes many followers," Jared saild,

"An army, " Eben sald, "but no ope knows how big, You seldom
see more than a few cronies with him, Don't forget what Simon looks
llke. You may not see him often, But usually he's Just around eome
corner, Now let's get to where yOS:::; the thing I want to show you,"

He drew Jared to the north papapet. This overlooked the city's
outermost wall, the one Agripps had built, Bezetha lay ingclde the wall,
its gardens spreading an April greenery. Outside, two small, adjacent
hills made a short defile for the Damascus Reag. Beyond them Mount

Scopus roce and then Judea's hllls upheaved as far ss thex eye could see,

P Eben polnted to the hill on th, right, On the ugly, barren
- -}r' L - ’
///rmound vultures lumbered amonz - halfhdozcn erucified crosses, ¥3y”3
- 11‘! .
< "Ttus 1s already nalling us up on Golgotha as a warnlng, ‘[Just
LA TeA

ae the Anointed had been nalled, he thought, but did not say so,
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Jayed knew of Golgotha, The place of Skulls! Men had been
erucified there and 1e£t as a warning over many, many years, Ths
hill had 1its name fromﬁj;s lonz, grisly parade but alsc because, from
a distance, in certaln 1lights, 1te netural craters any crevices
suggested eyesockets and mouth and nose holes.

The lefthand hill was, llke Bezetha, springtime fresh, yas
indeed an extension of Bezetha's gardens, orchards and vineyards, And,
agaln like Bezetha, each garden and grove was enclosed by a stone or
mud wall topped by bristling branches of thorn or prickly pea?.
Whitewashed sepulchres, ma;gada or rebullt from caves, dotted this
green extension and Eben looked at them an%&m}:emd. One, he did
not doubt, was the very plece of which he had been told by hle grand-
father who had been told by & witness of the event now forty =odd
years old, Somewhere here was the very sepulchre in which they had
-1aid the A??\Ejteﬁ ,ﬂ?ldc, raim ﬂﬁihmﬂaﬁé &r:}iagnam

G P-mmﬂy Eben pointed toward Scopus,

(¢ fThex‘e.&&-*:ha—th-bng. A Roman legion is camped there, the Twelfth,
and as many "ﬂiﬁ:ﬁ.éuxniarlaa; Any day now they 81l may comg at
Jaruszalam. And ths Damascus Road makes the coming :z%;rit is paved.

south of ’

Thh Damascus Road, the portlon Wm¥mw Damascus, was indeed
pa{red. Through Syria, Galilee, Samaria, Judea and pest Jerusalem into
Egypt ite smmoth tangents never turned aslde for mountalns b_r rivers,
_ --_?hg.pacge wide? more than two deep, 1ts four perfectly calculated
~'-'layérs‘ -=flot ;Abckg, rubble, more rocks mixed with concrete and
lastly o& concrete ‘alcne ~= compoged a minor but important section of

the network of highways which helped Rome hold her conquered Laud e
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It d1d not beglin at Damascus, It bggan l,agues w.stward,
There, at the azure Aegean sea it was only a yellow stretch of dirt,
But 1t was all Rom ngadad a8 she raped and robbed eastward, wrestlng
tyibute and taxes rrom Polemon and h?érégx‘akganlaaa forests and
—goats-and from other 1ittle kinge who had not garned a paragrach
in higtory by bplefly tumbling a Hsrodlan princess, and from great
ciﬁleat Antloch, g,own pich from gcansalous rites honoring Apollo,
Ephesus, where rival Whrchants matched incantations guarantesd to
cool boils or warm hearts againet statuettes of Diana guaranteed to
woric conutleaa wonﬁera. Al gppo, where malefactors econtinued to receive
under Roman rule ths city's unique punishment for misdeeds, i;:gn;
ankXxx tower onto a featharbed of fiery embers,
But here, by what asdmirersk% and sycophants might call the
.ganlns of the Empire but which Calgacus otherwice daflnaqlthe road
was hard and level for the Imperial repe and robbery of the richest
clity of ell,
=6 & "Look!" Jare: sald. "You t;;;;ht they might be coming any
day, Did you mean this dey? Ien't that part of & laglon or a troop of
auxlliarief6gffifga23:}:m Vi Qv Guiak S o
A thicket of shining spear points yas turning off from e
SQOpua onto thn Damascus Road.
"Auxiliariaa'" Eben said. "TPhey 're mounted,"
“Egyptiana;“ Jared sald, u

5 A He and Eben remembered the Egyptlans they had seen east of

: 3 Jém%}a.
- By now other men yere crowdlng agalinst the parapet, But
X -L{mfuw ol At s
not Simon or any of his crew, Jared looked, They had mot moved,

P
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"He knows hls enemles increase every day," Eben sald, "He
kesps out of crowds,” 4
The troop had advanced so far that its gscorted officers
could be counted, Threel! A trio between the advance guard and the
main formation, A gmall separate detachment kept cdose to thamﬁp.-&-e.
- All, except the trio, rode four abreast, Phe—pavement-wes that-wide,
\ The troop came out of the deflle. The gardens stretched

‘ s L\ yoad Soreome | ertanr

%@} away., And suddenly tnm crowd ‘En'-ﬁ'm*-'pampct,

Jﬁf Ao par&rx+

Eben-and-the Simonll,s, Began to Jostls down)\to Antonla's ground
level.
~ "They're going out!" Eben sald, "Against the Esyp‘Ti.ana."
Mon that smooth, hard road they cannot face Zgyptians,” Jared
sald. "They'll be ridden down,"
"shall we go out?" Eben sald., "Stan,ing at “ach other's
back we might show some of these ﬁw a thing or two,"

X Jared looked ‘i%\}. M—that somubwg mlght show the Egyptians
a thinz or two, and soon, Th, terrace mob, now gmerging from op, of
Antonin's postern gates, was not risking the Damascus Road, Bezetha's

< fineyards, vyzetable and flwgb;:iﬁ}gmin patches )énd frult and nut
groves camg right up to the road and the mob was vanishing among
boupkeoning tress, n,wly draped black grape trunks, and young shoots,

V:Tmitchaa and behind the bpletlins stone and mud walls, Ants could

- ot
~ not of scampered more bplekly inteo subt, rrensan tunnels and ceverns,

A fow d!.d not vanish, Thelr arms and armor had but in tunice or loin
L cloths th&go now app,ared hs-ﬂba harmless gardeners, prunars, tillers,
"Bt where is the leader?" Jared sald,
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"Th;ra is no leader,” Eben sald. "In all the host deferding

the Oity there is no real leadsr, I-imoy. "

Jared sald admeone must be'the leader, Without a ledder how
could the‘hoat.hOpe to route Tltns; and this mob in the gardens hope
to b_at the Igyptlians?

"I haven't found one leader here, all the while I waited for
you," Eben sald, "Simon, yes: But he has followers only because they
believe he 1is the cumningest about 1ocatlng plunder, But amnong the
others there isn't one, Not even sméng those who have come from far
away, althousgh you would think strengers would stand togethar,"

X He-noddsd, He knew, He had seen, In a Jerusalem so threatened
that it could not survive unless all stood togsther, Jgows from Algx-
andrla rebuffed those from Antioch, Nlc,a rebuffed Neapolls,. MHasllla
rebuffed Massana. It was no better n.arby. Samaria febuffed Galllee,
Judea Rebuffed Samaria, Jerusalem rebuffed all three.

5 o theac-h;;;fﬁzzld gtand together and seatter the Egyptlans,"
Jared sald, "Titus would ses how Jews can fight and might think twlce

of mg e, o SVOGIP ST ol

o 1

f,gb ﬁﬁf 3 ~ueye the-lest-in the gardens, |
"Who is the leader her&Z" Jared sald, |
s R T
H_ ang Eben had ¢ ome to the flrst of thoaﬁﬂhidden beghind walls,
1n ditches, phadtings and groves,

"Do men of Shiloh need to be led?"

They found anothor lot,

“Where do we look for the signal that will send use all

agailnet the Egyptians?”




"Whgre do you come from," one sald, "that you think men of

Jericho walt for a signal?"
They found a thl rd let,
W11l you walt for a2 sigznal for all?" Jared sald,
"W, have ears., The horses's hooves will be signel enough,”
"But then will all those hidden in the gaerdens act together?"

Eben sald,
"I know you," one sald, "Is a Bethel shepherd saying men

of Sepphoris rollow 11&3 shafpz
» t-!’ .(u;,.,a

"Disn't I tell you?" Bbgn-yaid.

%wme&-w’;;;ag;und {hay slipped into a fig grove, Its
broad, leathery legaves were good concealment, but the Egyptlans
outside could be seon, ,

‘fhe advehce was turning into a garden lane, There were

geveral laﬁag. Bézethanu used them to plant, plow, t1l1l and harvest,

L

Each wound now close to Antonla's wallJnow well away, The trio of

o SE LY

of flcers rode élow@y, inspecting towers, gates, every point of

%

Y str.nsth and weaknegss.

4 "That widdle one is Titus," Eben sald,

- "Who else with that nose and chin?" Jared said,

f ~ There was hardly anyone in Judea, or in all Pal_stine, who
did not know of Titus's blg nose and ro nd chin,

S Jared looked at the #amiliéxJ -

facg along slde, i;f;na famillapr, too, It was the face of the centurlion

who had rounded up the seamen at Jamnla, Hy reslized-thedt.-he had not

"then noticed the

llked Cotta then, He 1§kad him less now,.

"
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