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"How did you know?" Eben sstiger, —o'o '

"I knew when you were called Eben. I t=# heard of Eben."

"And who are you, brother?"®
"I am Elias. I was a follower of Peter.®
cer baptised my grandfather," Eben said, his face
shlaing. "It was on the Day of Tongues. My grandfather had

come to Jerusalem that day, with some hides."

“"The day the Holy Spirit descended!"
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"Up!" he said and Eben stepped from ground to stirrup and
from stirrup to Jared's shoulders and reached mightily and got
the top of the wall,

At the main gate a sentry cried and a corporal shouted.
Then Roman rage and Simonite curses made shrill bedlam everywhere.

Jared grasped Elias at the knees and hoisted while the
little man strove to keep right side up. Jared was still hoist-
ing when Eben snatched his burden away.

"Now you, Jared," Eben whispered.

A dust cloud billowed over them, carrying the echoes of the
crash, as Jared grasped Eben's hand and half walked up the wall
until he, too, could get a leg over. Roman rage and Simonite
curses swelled louder. The three men squirmed over the wall
and hung by their arms like sacks.

"Drop all together," Jared said.

"Ready," Eben said.
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"Ready Elias?" Jared asked. "One! Two! THREE!"

"Of course I was ready, but I was short of breath," Elias

as he got-to his feet among the heaps of earth which had

piléd up in digging the walls' post-holes.

The threeﬂsgé%%}ed into the night while behind them rose
the wild hullabaloo ef-a—-general-fight.

"The Romans are trying to scoop up everyone who comes out
of that hole in the wall, and everyone who comes out is swinging

at every shadow," Eben said, and chuckled.










"Ye have heard that it hath been said, 'thou shalt love

thy neighbor and hate thine enemy.' But 1 say unto you, love

~-your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that

hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and

persecute vou-=-"

It was a puzzle, Eben thought, how to love and bless Romans
who murdered one's parents, destroyed the Holy Temple and put

Jews into arenas. Still, he must try not to hate them... TS

Jared stepped up his gait, and little by little the bedlam
behind them lessened, and the stink, too. Elias had trouble
keeping up, and Eben motioned Jared to go slower. They did not
regret the lost time. Elias had bought it when he charged the
legionnaire outside the Compound wall,

They saw ahead the low outlines of a little village,
asleep on the calm breast of the Mount of Olives. Eben knew it
and could not wait to tell Elias.

"Bethany!"-he-whispered exultantly. ¥Bethany, Elias!"

"Where the Messiah parted from the Eleven!" Elias knelt

on the hard earth,
"Where; lifting up his hands, the Anointed blessed them

and-was-carried into heaven," Eben said, and knelt also, in a

totality of faith.

Jared waited silently until the two rose. Then all hurried
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~of the-Holy City.
"This side of Emmaus.
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"14 ""l"\. know,Emmaus, although I have never seem it,"

Elias said. :
What follower of the Anointed did not know,Emmaus? It UTUeyef-
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'™ was-pawe=ef a m story that Christians told over and over.

Two di.ac!.plea hd( been walking to Emmaus after hearing thee ﬂmi:‘
Awn onted was
steswtah-hed risen from the grave, m/ tal.kl.ng of this Lusruil,
T/ w0
Lﬂl, had been joined by a stranger who continued to the village

and took bread with them. When he broke it, they recognized de N\ x

Mester, He-Jmml vanished before their ms,‘-bnc, most certainly,

they had seen him-and they returned to Jeruulm to tell the

,  Eleven. GHIEM.M, indeed, knew of Emmaus m,wmwd
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meet around noon), &HLwlmg tl\e second ni.gh*t‘:\.}\ east of E'mnaus on

— — WLX—- \
‘the -ou—m-rlx t:ra!.l,.i You and I, Eben. picked m

when we first plaf;ned the journey from Jericho to Jamnia.
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persecute you--"
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Jared stepped up his gait, and-little by little the'ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬂ
behind them lessened, and-the—stinie;—teo. -Elias had trouble
keeping\up, and Eben motioned Jared to go slower. -fﬁ"-
regreéﬁgfe lost time., Elias had bought it when ng;-
legionnaire outsid%}the Compound wall. _
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asleep on the calm breast of the Mount of Olives. Eben knew it

and could not wait to-teli Elias.

"Bethany!" he—whtspered exsultantdy, "Bethany, Elias!”
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on the hard earth.
"Where, lifting up his hands, the Anointed blessed them
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Now—theycoutd-tati—freely; —Jsred explained to Elias the

errand to Jericho which Eben must undertake alone.

"I will go with him," Ellas sald-qubckly.
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"I will be glad to have,you, Brother," > £=— =

After Jericho fwhen cm.a had caught up wtth them, they all
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Such a Writing as -!:d:e, too -gr.‘eat to be kept for Rome
| alone, must give at;reﬁgt:h, Eben thought.

"I wish I _aﬁ;éht read the Writing," Jared said. “¥—vead |
eum._.lmger of-eourse; and Breek, quite well, and the - l\
-hnsuise;oﬁ the- Rmnra' 18443 C AL
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:lt&dq——lﬁestdoa-, I am forbidden to let anyone read it except

—one-tke Janes," .
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Lim:enior thl/{, arftmhe semnd nighe, "

"{QM whi stled"j—pmtdgo—e&u, not the soft, comforting

note with which mother partridges, all summer, “had=been’ rounr?bg

Ja)
up their young, but the September warningﬂ) efcdanger, short,

brittle, sharp.
"When you hear that, it will be either the bird -tseeg®, or

me, Answer the same way." He embraced h.ben/,l touched m
jnr | v VS
heaﬁ and heart .ﬁun-a-heee to Ellas, M&e—amhward-:m—-—'

i Jait'"*ﬁbea amf “"How old is the daughter of Amos?”
"Fifteen, M glmost sixteen."

"Sixteen!
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should have a husband., If she had a Husband..-a&—ehe—o-ught-m;

she wouldn't be making a8l this trouble for us. Why isn't she
2,y i ot . : \ P
married?® \) VU Ce Lo K : =
P : .
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Jared wag out of sight_)-bh*he—datiuaess, and his' voice came
back, disembodiedy butemiethiuly

"Why don't you ask her, Ebem?=

\

ot will." "’ben cti#l!& But after he and Elias had pushed

——

down M-tnﬁ-&uduh—mtaiﬁg toﬁmﬁ the rich Jordan plain egsk
—Jeriehoy-he-changed -his mind, He touched Elias's shoulder.

"You ask her, Elias,"™ he said. "A question like that 4m cc ot

-

) .
better -&Seea-_-hy someone older."
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