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h, Vexillum's movements would alert the Zealots but

o o

than offer & 3asy target, B_side this spreading
the hidden

Zealots took aim,

tumbled down
tosged fver a
Th, body struck

Cat+ts
L

but negither Co nor the

any sound, Distance, and

saw how Masada might be retaken., It
welcome beca
ERyxXExim it w . avert a drawnout assault that would
1.ave half of ths assauly party dead or, worsse, wounded, Only
as Titus's own gave a wounded man a chance of
surviging but who of the rank and flle could hope to have
g physician,
Them north side the rock's base which the camel,ider
was called the White Promontory rose hligher than any
was broad enough to suppo:t an sarth bank such as the
izlone negularly ralsed when they had no easier way to 1ift

themselves, khekrxwarxmmgimex or scaling laddgrs up to an foe's

this first bank would support a second for pallistas,
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all the auxiliaries attached to the Twelfth Legion, "Your best]
And your three best troop leaders and thelr ssconds, That wall
is full of outgates, A mob could Jump us from any one,"

"Everybody in Bezetha that is anybody has a garden
outside that wall," the Brigadier said, "or an or hard, or
grove, or all three, and irrigation ditches run every which
way, It's a lousy place for cavalry if we are jumped,"

"Titus would 1like nothing better, We've heard him
say a thousand times that 1f you glve defenders a stiff beatling
at the start you've got a siege half won, Just you make sure
you bring the troops to give the neating,"

"A running horse'll sink in soft garden ground and
trip over ilrrigation dltches as eagy as falling down hill,

Who says the Jews'll be the ones to get the stiff beating?"
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Thg great highway that came up to Jerusalem from
the north was called the Damascus Road but it 4id not end at
Damascug; only the golid Roman pavement went no further,
Beyond Damascus 1t forked, Lgft, now a ribbon of dust, it

wound on to Antlioch, a scandalous city where rites exalting

Apollo provoked moralists to argue that the earthquakes
which had been shaking it for two hundred years were well
deserved, Right it ran on to Aleppo which the first Selicud

king had renamed Beroéa for hils M nlan birthplace, Beroea=-

Aleppo also was notorious bgczuse its mayor's waggish

LddBpogat—of-malefactorey—He-had-then-dropped-down-a—bower-onto.-




disposal of malefactors, He had them dropped down a tower onto
a featherbed of flery embers.

The highway did not end even at Beroea or Antioch, It
ran westwarg through bleak Cilicia whers Polemon's goats and
forests now were queenless and through many other lminor domainsg
whose kings had not bedded a Herodian long enough to garn a

1istory all the way to Ephesus on the azure Grgclan
rival shops hawked sorcerers' surest incantations and
of Diama, both equally warranted to cool bolls, warm
hgarts and work other wonders,

Here in Judea the highway advanced under the shadow o
high Scopus and, at Jerucalem's outskirts, squeezed betwesn
two knolls, Eastward was the hill of possible military value,
Most Judeans, Samaritans and Galilleans, for once agreed, called
this Golgotha, The Place of the Skull, b _cause from afar its
caves and ravines suggested smplty eye sockets and nose and mouth
noles. The literal-minded, however, argued that the cadavers of
evildoers had insplred the name, since they hung on Golgotha
until vultures had stripped them to skulls and other bones, The
wesl knoll was given over to Bezethan gardens dreadeq by the
Brégadler, These algo challgnged pillagers with mud or stone

walls topped by theonz or prickly pear hedges where serpents

were dleadly llers-in-walt, Here, too, were caves remade by n,ich

men Into fine tombs so near the Holy City that they were sure

to be holy r sting places,
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—-18-~ SCROLLS.

)

safe himself because tha Chaste One

:
perhaps, because ths courage
risence, Jared looked past
wagsteland on the chance that
ller. Every Brother looked,

on the Tower, although proebably some looked to relleve

monoton;
had never thought 1ife in the

Community monotonous,

desert was always a welcome sight, He had studied

scrolls, Of late years he had gone into it often

One, remembering his own youthful, gnawing

got Jared permission to wander @ntil fathgue,

fatizcue as his had subdued

restors
Michael had helped, Jared had found M@chael in an Enoch

gcroll., One of the Writings told how Enoch had been translated
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ng of angels and other wonders

ichael had been one of the angels, especially set apart to

a guardlan of Israe
"Mighty
strength to

selleved in

never saw, But Enoch s

The chlef angel ws
Lord that somsetimes

Others were glorious

and moon

attend the sun/and order the stars,
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e, the winds, c¢louds, snow, hall,

y thunder, lightning, winter, spring, autumny
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Jared was the one in imminent peril,
"Shoul, you be here, Jared., Should you not be up in
a safe cave?"

"I .." But Jared couls not b_ing himself to explain

/that he had come to protect the Chaste One who had protected

himeelf through so many years. He did not need to say it.

"So you cams for me, Jared?"

The Chaste One smiled 1in gratituds,

"Well, then, it 1o fitting that I tyy to do something
for youy who are s0 much more likely to be carried off, or
worse. L.t us covenant, You go back to the cliffs and I'll
to my Tower,'" Ha bsamed. "Then I shall be safe, also, from
the Overseer's rehuks,"

It would be only an almost lmperceptible r.buking
look, Jared thought, But o, course a rebuking look from the
Oversesr was not the lssue, That was to move th§ Chaste One
from the path of the pests who shortly would swarm into
sight from the Dead Sea,

"It is a good covenant," Jared said, "Will you Ro

"You .0 press when you want something, Jared, From
the first day with us, you preesed whenever you wanted
anything,"

"I am anxious to see you back in the Tower," Jared
admitted and added gullefully, "And, of course, afterward I
shall still have all the distance back to my cave,"

"I am starting, Jared,"
Th. Chaste One beamed again, to say that he was

ylelding not b_cause of need but because he would not hold out

against affectionate urging. He got up slowly b;causa go little
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01l remalned to lubpicate his Jolnts that they woul; have
creaked a palnful protest agalngt a quick rise, and put a
transparent hand on Jared's shoulder,
"Now go to your own refuge, I need walk only to
Tower, "
Jared m.asured the distance back . He could not leave

hu_rying
go much sand and shingle to umxkkamded 0ld la.gs, _.ven though

they made made 1t unattended often in more lelsurely times,

and even though he ought , perhaps, to get off at once,

"Let us go together at lsast to where the smooth
walk begins,"

"No farther. You cannot be in sight when the Romans
coma, "

"No farther,"

T..ey set off,séde by side, and when the Chaste One
turned unsteady in the loose golng Yared's hand was only
affectionate on a thin elbow, and not at all a g _sture of
tactless, bpawny youth,

They reached the Mall,

"And not too soon," the Chaste One sald, again
gsharply penetrating,

Jared listened, Th_ blurred click ofhobnails and
exaspsrated complaints as heesls slid in shale were unmistak_able.
He looked,

The first Romans wer_worming up over the stesp Dead
S_a glops.

"An3 you hear so far off?" he said, ,mbarrassed even
though 1t had been his attentiveness hat had kept him from
hearing flrst,

"I was not 1.ft by my father with the Brotherhood
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This wase the vilest mo - ing rould remember at
Nétophah, Naturally, any mopning was vile & r a caravan had spent
the inn, Obal had had to be up and down, down

and the dogs, to ! w men of every caravan, thedr
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Marcus Julius Agrippa, Herod II, Tetrarch of Trachonitis
and of Batab,a ans Topareh of Julius, Thberias and
come on &m & handsoms but ambling nag plcked by ths
guard because 1t was not too restive for his 111
royal body. He was pudgler than he shpuld have been at
Forty-two and Jared had never heard of a ruler who looked less llke
But so podgy that he sat his horse 1liks a sack of
baked dough and with a face so bloedless you had to wonder
fed on, A longly looking man, too, and so susplclous that
hls eyes flicked and fl1icke thouzh looklinz for an enemy among
hig very prectectors,

Two more protectors rode befofe him, and _ere jolned by
two of those who had .idden inte sight a moment earller, Th.se four
rormed ' formed
MXAXXZXNAXX Defore thelr méster and the other four madsxxmakhar behind
him, so that Herod IX; tetrarch and toparc rode between two walls

kept the world out,

"Who wouldn't be lonely, barred thus from everybody, '

himself,
srippa A8 anyong coulg see who 1érgj riak--the—rebis
1wuseguard by looking close, talking to himself, This was—a-

habl t-=practice; weakngss=mthat had grown on him in his sister's

absences, Tog mtﬂﬂr she had been hls closest companion, n.ither minding

conclusions'mlyht-ba draﬁﬁ}%?ﬁﬁ“suo“'cIUﬁﬁﬁjssa Whatever the

conclusion it would have been no worse than the truth, ~But-whan.shg
Was-—-away, and hs had -ne-confident and knew he must suspect-whoever
ildent, he-grew lonely,

absence, after her marriage to King Polemon

i
Cillcla, AgTIppa had ¢dged inte middle age where lonlin,ss

Auoa

I't=rt-hed—extsted dariter, increases. -Swwe that he




1ips were fixed in a small, self-satisfied smile as though to

aSE WL

mind whoever-eeught—tt that while he was, undeniably, 6 kam no
more than the geendson of a smélltime Roman monay lender, tThrlg—

o hts father's side, he—was- also, ke threugh Kig grandmother
Sy i g A Cea L~ k. (o
deseented— from a2 senator, 6 awé—threugh hi ,mother @wew a Roman
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knight sad so, by hlood,fwsll etlitled to 1oI? hisg present pest

of high command,

|

lips were fixed in a small, self-gatisfied smily to remind one
on Ris father's side, no more than

grand s of moneylender his grandmother had

been sister to . his own mother daughter of a

and apart from th : hat his father wag now Eiperer,
Roman knight so, b od,/he lwas well entitled to his present

post of high command’,

lips were fixed in a small, self-satisfied smile &s though te

remind 2}

cpitles that while he-wasy -en-hls father's side,-ne
g Ty 1.

5  an o Vgt

mors Lhan,grdndsen-of a petty Roman money lender hils grandmother

-
el

a sénator's sister and his own mother,daughter of a

Romen knight| so, bpxkkssdrxamd,spart-frem—tire fact that he was

the Emperor'ps soEJhe wag well entitled by bleod to his present

high command} That he could keep hls smilse
i
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only home he could remember,
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"Even after you came here you offered them peace." Cotta sald.

"You sent your prisoner, the Jew Josephus, with yeur-promice of your hand

In security to all who would yield unarmed,"

"Ans accept Roman rule," Titus sald. "They had to accept that,
"But almost no ong came and no one comes out of the City now,"

# " X







had bsesen a

1 vo—hte—prisener,
. i
to hurry. W.—have to make it
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ght?” Eben aoalesds, C...)\
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those four would kesp

o

ymotioned Jared to veer rizht,
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"Somebody might T~
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By ﬂ-—l‘eﬁ&ap_i 8 thah they had followed-tewsry theo

elrecumvaiiat on they shadow cast by Ahbonia's
lofty wall and ahead, at ths tern gate, they made out dhaly
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run with hostages inte Jerusalem's underground maze, A cunning man, it
was said, could hide for a lifetime 1f necessary in the subterrenean

tunnels, shafts, caves and—holes,
O % ¥

Antonia the Jews kept watch, Every terrace had 1its day
and night zuard and on the catapult terrace crews lounged bgside the
readied enzines with gtones picked fer weight and shape and spare

parts for every smergency.

Jared and Eben took their turns but,had time, for oether con-

cerns. Jared found leisure to pray net only at dawn and pdusk, as he
had at the Community, but at ether heurs when the slege gseemed to call

for prayer. Usually, he 1ifted these lrregular petitions to great
A

Michael and with his whole heart and strength. éé&@times,-bum~net
preyerfully, he tnoug of Tamar, vef

Eben, waking under the star-bright sky, prayed to his Anointed

hought of hls grandfather and © his mupdered parents and of the

girl they had almost arranged ror him to take as wife and hg wondered
who now was shepherd for the Bethel flock, 1f ths Romans kad left any
flock in Bethel.

Beyond the circumvallation, sometimes out of sight, the Remans
also watched and walted. The lezions grumbled but they didn't mind
too much, They were net being killed. They drilled, in Foruatiena aa

the inevitable corporal. Mes$engers, orderliec, clerks and grooms

hurried or loitered according to the urgency of thelr errands, Optlos
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tramped into the Court of the Gentlles they s - in the end,
little would be left, Probably nothing, There wére two fireg,

"A 1 gionnaire threw a torch-into

o

the Holy of Hollss
second, "

A few Romans, harrled by a centurion, were carrying

water to the legionna re s fire but ¥fs smoke did not abate in

the five storled building whogse firsgt floor held what Israel most

Fuendbure-—needing-repalr-or<refuarnishing ehieflyr=fi1Jed

supported by Tiberius Alexander and S_xtus
they must not ,evenge themselves on an inanimate
also so noble a work that 1t would add to the prestige of

whatever future governor ruled Jerusalem, The centurion had

hoping for Titus's

Simon's fire, licking through the/bulldings around the
f Lskael, buyned with no one trying to stop it although
in dlsciplined columns)but-with a fearful-centurion;

were XmnxZREX ngar by in the Lower Cbt

'No.priasts were in sight and almost citizens, The

priests who had not been slaln by Simon had joined still resisting

remnants in the Upper City, The cltlzens who were non-fighters,

half dead of hunger, were hlding to escape Roman capture.or—Norst,

Ja Eben stood watching almost alone, Thegiefsﬁdars
o

of Antonla,

Simeéysrﬁggmé U

Trere;=at~1east, they could- run -and-hops=bo-hride~from-any danger,

look around hers, But whatever




are no better hiding placss than right here in
Temple,'" Jared/said, "Besids, I\want to look,"
thought he understood, After standing so long ready
for filghting d sorties he, too, welcomea a free moment in which
he could examine some of the details
befallen Jerusalem, But it was not allowed, ihatever=trspsstion
they might have begun was interrupted by A
priest, tall and stout and seeming stouter i
coat and wide white trousers who had run stiffly under the

44

collonadse,

i "

les ] s 1 L 1 T # N o
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