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WMWM &nmmﬁ—ehn
nightmares-and passions which had kept M—Mﬁ
ausdliavies;—idumasang and-Simonttes at one another's throats so
long and so savagely.
\ T e S

<% B turned Whe-fice avay frei-the werbteusswinmd 8nd ground
out Tow,. hateful worde:

"Rise, Mighty One,

“Lay thy hand upon the neck of thy enemies,

"And thy foot upon the heap of the slain,

"Sfﬂite. seee

", .eocand let thy sworr‘ consume guilty flesh!"®
.‘-F -se,\-w ‘.'

"It is a cursing psalm of Ehe Sons of Light & hben-nht-w-v

»1 heard it before, when he looked on what had been done in the

\r : -3 = _'\‘ ) -.
insug bt w0 o 'D\L\‘-tﬁ“--\:mf.\hl 3 \

hiﬂsel*"'

oim&:emxs had written down all they could recall of his promises,
prophecies, parables, and teachings, These W
were stillb eing supplied/, as guldes and—¥edpe to those who N
were -w'eachﬁg hi.s gaapel ‘ Not many possessed such guides, but

many had seen o-e\'long emougﬁto read and memorize. They were

called The Sayings edsdeses, and it was, ‘.sbmething from the Sayings

that Eben thought @& now.
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Hig composure returned and revived vanlty and that inspired
a thought, Mightn't Titus he diverted from this sme portion of his
Impire by the last twelve months of vioclenc: Rome? That short

time

s Gemoenlan stalrway, the shameful route
l-and-dofg-for criminals were got from the Mamertine
tawny, expunging flow.
Agrippa
Moreover, Vassxyiamugxencourazed himself,

low opinion.,he wo

any demotion

Ti¥us's

4 1 H

am not Just any tetrarch in Palgstins!

What other had grown up in Rome and ka& been first-named

atprlclans and senators and even by gladiators and

exclusi bathse ho W had been tuftored

Vaspasianus had

wrote divinely?
tuous prose could be

self-gervinzgg buts nc edman secrstary

essful unloading of gupplies at Jamnia; the
Empsror would know this had bee poseible as much because of Agrippa's
calming rule as by Titus's peace eMe If needed, forty thousand
recruits were

sworn peace, but let Titus werry
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appreve U8

malcontents

was plenty to report in the exqulsite prose taug

in. Why upset Vesgpas
wag unguarded? The
what everyone
he dopd
the one person he never doubted.
Jerusalem was, in truth, to bse
Agrippa kn w aven the eXact T lme itus would invest when
" packed
the Pagsover had RiXY¥Xmad the Holy Clty w reversent mob from all
ovar the wor1Q,Mhen un.ilsclplined hosts mede an op.ganlizey defense
impossible ,and devoured Jerusalem's food (TTtus would attack, destroy,
capture, and Kk or scatter this stubborn
Romse, dlsciplined
her palace In ungrateful resentment agalnst
Idumgan rulsrs, now let gisaster fall--aopen the Hely
7y the holisr Temple, Upon thousands who would be slain or sent
a captivity worse thar
All thls woula Pefall provided, of course, that he had
n told the truth, Well, he hadl! He squinted complacsntly toward

invisible Roms,

"Vespaslanus, I have @ spy in your son's very bed.

that wax and taper were handyx for hls
vith tongue

he began to write:
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Emperors, thank you for all you have done

you and yc rmy are well I am well

gpatula,

Quintillia:




gaeret communion

own

approval
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rreatzgrandson of Herod the Great ntimate of

And gson-ef-a- later Herod -whose-dsath, from s sirange—peiiy-pall,

kad—sent _Luo alilestlrarent=es—into

espasian he

would

unlade
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Pzaa;lekzzaxxmburx @reat Vespas

o prulse Jowever-painiud .,

80 fauw. had Inspired
R D (ol s W1 g\'"_"\

There was

onarded
e L 1 e
sached Agrippa anly

'

publ lely=-=Tit genaral

waas contrset

did not

wh m ssa never aaubtei.?lgvuv

be beselged, Exasperated 1ad

L.tq i

resolvsd

_plopeint-d.the exact

woxrld, Whit et —iaRobi:etu

and lawlese bands

*??Uvisicgs, 50TRKed up—ier- water; Nedesnd-ken ksl ERnEdt———

A
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8sible, he weuId ir
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"I am not Jjust

Palgstine,

Who else had grown up hed been ret-named
vestals, patric senators,

ors and

‘i’n'ﬁaﬁe&z‘é;k&iﬁmtxxx;:mfi fas a

(= B2

superiniendants of ,xcluslve baths? zreat
ahe Lot
grandson of Herod the Great, intimat f Caesar Augustus? Had been

tutored by Quintillan?

recoll ¢ ade up

compo g8 rsuasive ;"\

suntilisn hed—Seveteopess Had

¥ s =

not Quintil ian himse ch not
w10 -IlJ e "30 e ‘ll l’,j_.fv ?

His report must, course,

IJ] L-| rl

raported that thers

would be the

t the helpful unloading

sure to please Vespasien, could

unloading had been accomplished
J&np%ﬂl ~muster

Al

1"3 I
forty thousand al b d m for Titus, To msber them
course, have to

sworn psace, But

Bchool, Fer—a—iong-

1 0 da
T =
stablished, But

malcontent
Temple,

iged

were drriing many Temple pries t ak 3ylum eaceful JFobmEml =

tot once i-emd—cried for violence against the rumored




dagegurance

He wrot- #wi&fly with such

dld he need the spatula®ed gnd

once of his stylus, &
Only a word or two ngeded to be erassd gtruck

an nfallcitieowd, unQuintilllan, nots,




—yery—tremry , Agriopa had been told the gaxact time, Titus would strike

a8 TN -

when the Passover crowded the Holy City withithouéénds and thousands
come in-veverent—humiliity from all over the world. Whill_, thess hosts
levoured Jerusalem's food ané madg;a disciplined defense~impeoseidle.
Titus would inveet, capture, kill ansy scatter so that thls stubborn
psople would never again defy Rome,

If Agrig hdad beennwarﬁgd of the harsh decislon -eaallews

he mizht have tried to soften 1t. He had trled -pefere t0 rersuada.

Vespasian, be—deedmently with Judea, So had Berenice, But a mob had

etan-of -the
burned Berenice's palace 1in a+a%éer genseless WEFEEERXaEaxEmIEXXRLX

V bk

ungrateful resentment agalinst e IXuxaEx Ijumeaesn rulers Uf~
/

~Judea, So no¥ let all bow to disaster. The Holy City, The holler

Ta:ples}fhousanﬂe'ﬁould be slain/ %ggéaagds4nor taken into a
captivity more dire than that of L&by?aﬁ;‘ThOUEGHGS of maidens W
would be shamed.,

All this{ proviﬁeqjof course,that Agrlppa had been told
correctly. And he had. He squinted complacently toward fareff
Rome,

L

Vespaslian, I have my spy in your son's very beds

Fo, the moment less lonely, Agrippa looked to make sure
'—_;_ i ‘nj%.& |
wax and taper were at hand, Wéh-them—he-would, having finished,

A

a warm 1ittle \puddle snérpress—it.wifh hils seal ring, They
- ".
handy ,-eo-he_drew-thetablest—under-hle-hand ahd with tongur

literally as well as flgurdatively in chesek he began to wr lte:

Emperors, thank you for all you RXXEXAZRE

If you'ang your army are well,




The. nearest -he-ever-came was when re-reminded himself that Berenice wxsx

never-fitit-a-traceof gutlt,

Why guilt nibbled, Agrippa never admitted even to himself.

et = "

las Lifse b TR N ¥ ¥ \
He came nearest when he weminded-himeedf that Berenice never felt 4
At
bwaee~af gullt, But now he [acknowledged fresly/that he was troubledy
#y the report, It must deal with a problem far greater than merely

slipping in tidbits of gelf-gserving informetion, He mugt, somghow,

slip in a thing to improve the Empsror's (if the report got that high)

opilnion of his ranking sube,dinate in Palestine, aw Opinioqﬂlow bacause

of two pileces of information already in his hands, The depsndabllity

A i lntn' &

; LA [
of #tks own agents satisfiled Agrippa that his liason with his slster
kad lons—pasn known to Vespasian and certalnly word had already gone
o
agead of Berentee's new affalr with Titus and that this had s

appyovald-8f her brothsre
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Vi-oMenn,
Four empes®rs in so chort a tims,
purple
'n, Galba had come to the Ehyama but
lopuised, In Rome now,
all would have pronounced Galba

been emperor, As a gsneral he

cean 80 psrvers

wildest courtiers

yacome so tame that he would not fight
had won, He—hed—erzveniy—eemmitbed—cuicide,

-

had been

by MALT \

+
¥

strong snough to drive hls

sor to seif-desteuetion but who as Emperor won note only

utton aver to rule Roms, The Praetorians

I_Ilj"ﬁ —— -
had slein him, also, bthem—hked tumbled his body tsseowtirously

W £ P LU

down the \Fata3 Gemonian gte where dead criminals

y \
-4

0o

(s
recent word, Vespasian, Unitike two-cof hles
Vespasian was holding the capriclous

Praetorian Guard in check, But would not the difficultles
Lt i \
Bt = ‘ 4

stable government keep him tee—buey to

1

think

zing? Even if he did have time +o—®¥rimk would

to do anything likely to undermine Titus? To
',_i L Lts &
tetrarch of Petestime would be sure to increase

8L 8D 4 ._ A —F

‘\ ;
am more than chief tetrarch . —JF—emthes Thisf,
\

i s G ey
Who else had grown up in Rome se—thet—thewe—abs had
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written,

literally

=TT P 1- = +
nasded (1€ &

tulated end of hhs

sgamed

to writse
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you have done for me,

17 . 4 A Fhat
He wanit. .o nawt

| ya 4
e 8pa 1 OUubn

Lo sounda




"May He bar you forever from all the Sons of Lightl" the

prisst of Aaron had said,

Barred from all? Then he should not wear these clothes

which sald he was one of thamLEIILJHe stripped down to llion cloth
and sandals and start_deawey-feon=the~Butidinge-from-which-he wis
%&e@~b&@@nd;_Béyond the Chaste One's rock le dug up hls sword ang
realized that, even though he had carried a sword only a few months
out of his 1ife time he hed, Mm these last hours, felt incomplete
without one, He went eém westward, slowly, then at a marchlng galty

and finally dm-heste, -

In the same garagewa;éhi Eben and Ellas walted for a safe
time to go over Jericho's wall bulking a hundred paces.;ﬁiéé above
a tangle of shrubs, young trees and lofty palms, They had byen
safely hildden here before _“‘?'**;T”_ dawn but had not tried to
enter in daylight, r‘1i.as, tn whom caution was a virtue, had nodded
when Eben polnted out a sizaable daylight dﬂnlll¥ riSkm
"Even if we get in all right t&ﬂrc wiil Btill bg-the
shanee=of meetimmewgome Egyptlans who were before Jerusalem while
Jared and I were on and off Antonia,"
2% ®e wasn't, he reflected, speaking to make himself out a
mighty man of war in Elias's eyes., But Jare’ and he had played
thelr part in the siaﬁe and (w*thout saying a thing of whebsdhe K S }fﬁ%ﬁ;
ﬂgﬂﬁ& Jared haé usually 1eft a rcmambrance far Romano and K@xEXETITEZ XXXX
Auxiliarles botis Any he hadﬁbsen with Jared, etFeast-guerding"
aie-beek-eceording—to thelr -covenant; So, in Jericho Tt wa s?sﬂgw BY
unl}kely that euwitrs=e-sombem, at any rete a fsﬁ/ would.agqggﬂtgaaziﬁtﬁ”"
hi:a}f
He and Ellas had hidden from enemies and the heat of the

day among olgandersg and willows on what had been a farm although
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pinnacles there was

until
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has zealots galore, ' I sald nd you'vas been
T Wt "\ D g

long yewmuwet havg heard of Zealots, Theypzwe “™
daggers in theilr hands, And Jared can hit a

b D, i
pacgs or mewe and I used a knife before 1 eawist W

i \ /
! roe ’

I. X Tl .. : i 2 ) 4 & :
"You—don't bhave-be believe all that,” Jered sald, "But

t .yourself be temptcﬂ.vgove ahead, I'd like to kesp you
a - 1 ;
ght as long as I can,' 1.1 tw

Th~ Roman obediently moved farther ahead,, Jared's
- ! oc b6 s ]
round shield kicely Lilied to eglidse off sword pe¥nt or e

The six were continuing forward,

”Let ! 8 I'U Sil | ¥ I’_{B J’.-JT-JO on t t\'.u: A ._xi:‘ U . Ja I"i'j ga id. ”T{'ldt ! 2
)
|

o

rouﬁgﬁgrounﬁ between them andf others., If we are quick we \\

L
Qe : T\ \l
cught—%o finish the two before the four can bother, much, Then '“e{ *
r‘..ai-'\ St o

-wo*d bg, four and one limping to, three &f the Roman doesn't just
talk a good fight,"

Eben had to laugh., That's Jared, Everything by
have WD
Well! Plans of his ka& worked before., But where™l we

right, " he said, "Th_ 1left palr, But you keep on
NPl Jor '

shield will s4“hore herp—be—you there,"
Maybe, like the murderers of the nine deserters, the

Simonit,s did not trust oneg another, Maybe, having practiced
I\.‘:.-\ Coy

geldom gxcept on unarmed, householders of Jerusalem, they

A . ad S AP ST 7 o Ya o

e o - K
e £ td W7

haositated against Lthkees two who wers annedf Maybe thsy had not
% () 3 e n h
persuaded that a Jew,~ebove am., took the bold way. Maybe

had never heard Josephus's dictum, In any event.the sudden




~ 80 much parleylng had aroused the postern guard inside and bhe

door was opened a crack and one guard’'peeked out,

"Is that you, Jared?" 8o you r.ally mdde it!"

"We made 1it," Jared said., %

"With the help of a 1dt of wine," Hben said chegrfully,
"Wine?" the guard asked, "What 4o mean by that,"
"1et us get in, and our Roman An a safe place, and we'll

you, " Jared sald. "But be prepared for a long story."

— s T e e




d up with the sharp susliosity of 1solatlion, and theyr gaze

-+

brightened at this unexpected appsarance, almost irruption, of
80 strapping and engaging a young man, One was mending a

one w icing carrots (thin cllces, she had only four)into a
pot suspended . igally small h,arth firs, the

nced on her lap & smell hand mlll and, staring

but stopped griniinz the wheat in 1t, the wooden

small round upper stons turninz more and more glowly
crossed the room,

A work table and a few stools stood around and agal
ons wall & wide chset walted for whatever could not be stowed
elsehwre, Rolled pallets, taken down for sleepling, were rammed
among the rafters, Two pps squatted 1n opposite wall niches,
One was lighted, 1ts trimmed wick beaming vrabely above the
pinched pottery neck that held 1t clsar of its beaten oil, It
was 8l14hht because, If the hearth gr.w cold, a new fire would
be Ootherwice hard to come Dby, ! ate f sturdy white daldles,
another brave beam, flourished in g small bowl on the chest., A xXrxkx

_gingle window overlooked the courtyard, second door stood in
the far wall,
rabbed, fat knuckles making the

hesitant about approaching even

. h 2 n N
A volce gaid, "'Come,

Obal entered tut Jared, still uneasy about too readlly
gesponding to a strange woman of the world outside, wasstung to
registance by the summons,

Come? Well, now: Come indeed. Need all instantly leap

beck and call?®

re

in the volice

-




! G B L N
ades, and he put hls own case ocui—-efmind—end—vwendersd

\ Wt . ;L"" AT

ad, agresd-4£0 let Jared run alone, and handle those—twe— :

single, hard-breathing runner leaped into the
owl-and up onto the rampart and pelted toward one of
shoutine and Eben relaxed, Jared had been ablse

alone,
o | S ; e
"Move!" Eben said to his prisoner, whe—at—treast—understood-
~Za3e polnt to
E that ammkaxkzek the order, mak svea—rotrmit

For a littlegbut then—they...

came—to-ghadows-s8o-deep-he fe't safe In standing up and then
watchfully
they came on Jared, kxmkkimg¥ a trot,
"Are you all pight?” Eben asked,
- { bg

A > SR : : - - - el
A Li%$le gslash on ong eadf, I overstrode when I
N

“'T n_ver seem to do

was reaching for his ribs, YJared-salds
the thing exactly right, But water and a rag will fix the
1t alarms and shouts came from Bzhkimd XEXX
behind them n nd that seemed to spell pursuit, "But
where are our four,
Ebgn eXplained,

"I'd have sworn ghose four would keep their pledgs,

sald and g _stured to make Eben slow down. More slowly they
- r riv 4 o el =¥ y + 1 Y e
advanced v - peered ahead, Let's veer off,

path than he used when we lseft




ha rd
Ebgn, his knife/against hi

into

1
s prisonsr s

ap, tthe sound
pursuit fading,

to thi

JEL

= agregd on place but four mgt
helpar, glther

i/
ie 4
/prigked
pragdad his prigonsr and

golf down and pplcked hls prisoner to maks him gst
down and tles came bgck and raced toward thelr strongpolints

Epen, his knife hard

into the

and his plrsuers,fazding, He healrd a dffferent

r v»ing of sword on sword and half Welieved himeelf

hat Japed would certalnky Pe able to handle thosse
nat Japed ul ink 28 ble to h 1
gsentries,




The Overseer halted, perching on one leg while a
finger raked at a spack of=§rit between s0le and sandal of
the foot in air, then trotted ahead purpossfully under the
sxpressionless inspection of the Centurlon.

"Give me just a Jiffy and I'1l]l maeke that starveling
stork te11 all we want to know," the Optio said,

Violence, the Centurion was fully aware, often got
the quickest results, but rarely from a Jew, Violqncc wasgs more
likelt to make this little man otdurate.

"I'1l do the talking.-ggif now until we get a closer
look at the buildings."

Flat on his ,oof, with the reeds and branchtops a
safe mask, Jared could only glimpse the Romans but he never
logt at l.ast partlal sight of them and he wondered at the halt,

"century . HALT!" Th, Optlo roared the command, then
added softly to the Zarest file , "Permitted to talk: Pass
the word, but-ta&ﬁ low, not to roll you know who,"

fh, iy seldom r.sisted the temptatlon to

hie own, a 1little more than regulstions warranted, bu

tried also for something to stave off any r.primand for

Idr -

"
VAL [%.-Y- 1V

overstepping hls authority, Bews he posted—himeelf smartly an
1. L4 {;-

orthodox pace behind and to #he—twft—of ths Centurlon in

ostentatious acceptance of the latter's rank,

1Y

He was not reprimanded, A tic Jerked the £ Pt

superior, but thgn'ﬁhe Ceanturion turned back to the approachling

Overseer, face @galn -Xpressionl ess.

The Overseer had slowed to a walk, makling time to
m.asure this palr whom he must mollify. Fo—trie—hoare- in the
world outside he had been at pains to hav, the varlous officers

\ T ..\

0
of a Aeglion identifled, and ,the identification came 1n very

___hapdy—row:—
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The Overseer halted, poisinﬁ,oﬁ’"&na leg while 2 finger

raked after a _s'b'.eck of grit ‘cat‘-.-.rg,aﬁ//solc and sandal of the

foot 1n alr,/ then trotted op/p;;posef‘ully.
The expregsl ess Centurion watched hlm comse,

"I could make that starvling stork




handy mewy

The Centurion was what Palestine had come to dread and

hate, a personification ofrgrim Roman might,,nna_niiiha lgadBI?/

of the invaders who, although differently from a Jéw, consldered

themeselves also a chosen people, wid better than anyone else,

Not precisely batter flghters (aX¥though' they fraely
ot bttt Cand e okt ™ Meost
boasted that they were  sdusl-totwe-or—thrse Of any OtHer YaCe

sven—though Jews had smashed the Twelrth Legion a few y.ars
before; indeed that defeat had brought on the aggression),
Not precisely wiser, shrewdsr, bigger, not better

mathematicians; merchants, bullders, pHilosphers, e rhetoricians

yLhaa—any—eons—elis., The Greseksg were bgtter phllosophers and,

o

with Persliens and Egyptlang, better/mathmeticlang, Somewhers,
your Roman would not have bothered to deny, there were others

better in other specialfles, It was in the/larger sense that
PR o, 55 i PO

Romans wew»e, siumply, batter, Rome ruledgthe world, The corollary
was obvious, A Roman,/was better. Q.Eﬁﬁ. as ﬁ better Greek
f".'

/fMathematician had said. //

Th, Oversesr needed on § a step to measure the Optlo,
Piets—wes a valin, maxksxakank)ix fabid animal, h, decided as he

1
Lane—bp—and b _nt in a slight bow that included both men, Hos

words, howevern, were amled at ths Centurion alone.
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This was

what had pagsed b herself and Cotta or what might pass.

It did ! tte Tax [ ame he thouzht Do not humble
Lo

be-death.

out-and touched * hair.

to you-as-one-who-hag-died,” he

i-to—-the door,

| ook aveund.

Dee

d eff) over the

inconstancy,
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ey had been
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ury. I wild-wee that to escert the prisoners back

Except for Jared,
Lleased to see Jared and I shall be pleased to

~ 1 - = i - ~ ¢ lr -8 5
and sound, and see him p -0 a4 neck=ring

Lo iasada

Cotta did
et strengthen
worthless in a higher rank.

"Round-up-the-prisoners;" he satd-ts the Centurlsn whose
Rupdred would-go-baeck—to-Rome:— “aAnd-talce- speciat-caye of our

p:: ii: e . ] "

1

He looked up at the sky. The sun, whieh-had boen capricious

all afternoon, had vanished Completely soon after C¢ ., saw his

shadow. The low-hanging clouds seemed heavy with
"You-are i o bad weathery™ he satd to
camp-on-the firet good site that leaves you clear-of

and smell

-Well—away—£rom the sweking Commumity|

Aoyl S

Beth=bagi, Cotta tried to rid himself of a nagging distast
L L
What did it matter that a pov TCy-stricken lot of monks had
i
5 : |

scattered; killed and captured and their ancient, white-hairec

leader—siain?’ He had

Titus-would-be delighted and Tanar

—

Jared,
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Stretched out behind reeds and branchtops Jared blt

his 1ip throuzh to stop a shout of horror. The Oversesr was

ey

!

gurely dead; sa-h en 01d man would never live after ﬂuch.a
bhow. He coliled to leap down ardbeke—revenge; =and he was sure

Ty Al

he could reach the slayer, But hig mins, worklng oh f lnvel %
had—naevey sttained before, held him back, Phe—Overcaesr s—death
would end tha violencse, Only one Roman had st _uck llke a mad

og and non_ of the others were followlng hls example, But 1if

he reached—and killed the Overseer's slayer the others would
turn on the whole Community. On the Chaste One. There was no
telling where killing would end. Soms day he migh t,—0¥ hurling—
himself on many Kittim!-de #00d but not now, He licked his gsalty

gmarting 1lip.

Str tched out behind reeds and branchtops, Jared blt

his 1ip through to stop a shout of horror, The Overseer must

be dead;j the—old—menwould-never-liive after that blow, He

colled to leap-down,. sure that he coulﬁ rnach the slayer, But
his mind, workinﬂlcﬂ =2 méra m;ture 1nvul tharweVBr Barore
held him back. Only on, Roman had killed and the others were
not following his cue, But 1f he ki1ll.d the-Overseen'se slay,r

there would turn on the whole Community. On The Chaste
One, There—wes noO %ﬁfliﬁg where the killing would end: Some
day he would hurl himself on the Kittim but not now, He

licked hls smarting, salty llp,.




Hunkeared.down bel branchtops, Jared bilt his

lip through to stop & [ horror, Hie—impulee-wes to laap

down and,r venge:riths-Seommunibyy—and he was sure he could reach

th Oversesrias slayer., But his mind, working on a level it had

- \

never before attalned, bxtd=himPocki—0O7ty the Overseer hed-lbssn.

struck -down-and 1t _was qQuits plainh-that-hie death would end the

violence, 1 he stpuck down the-Overvseerie—kiftsr the ceme

r'avtengeful splirit whilch had driven himiwouwld-turd th., Romang on

Nt
1+

the whole Community, Then/there would /be no telling where the
killing would end, A g might come when, by hun,ling himself on

many Kittim, hg might ,do good but net now, He licked hls

smarting lip.
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"I'll ta}k with him," he repeated. "Halt the Cematury, "

M~

%
Century, Halt!" the Optio roared amé/Jared, flat on

hls rooff, peering through reeds and branchéeps, could not help
admiring the precision with which the rows of men came to a stop

on sand and rock.

The Overseer came forward deliberately to give himself

time to measure this pair whom he must mollify.

The Centurion was what falestine had come to dread,zmgx
» & personification of Roman might,, a leader of hated invaders who,
although differently from °§ws, also looked on themselves as a

chosen people, Better etcﬁ—?fﬁK”ﬁp_yﬁuréﬂﬂﬂﬁéﬁﬁih;g

~
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zive =m time to measure
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briouslye—a Roman.was-better,
measured-—him-and~@¥e needed only the last

needed only another step or so to measure
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anturion alor

o+—bha. lazlonsident

possesgions
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GmExaXEXxIxx
"In the name of the Priest of Aaron who guides this

Protherhood, I weXzmmexysmzXxx bid you welcome," he-satd/

"A Brotherhood? What sort of hrotherhood?”‘ﬂifaw

@ihat one possesses all PossesceB.”

“The Priest of A aron is you r leaderd

"Yes. The Lord has given him great wisdom. "Bmzxkm
Izxazsskztedxhyx

"Fetch thXsxprkeaskxefrkarany ¥xx hlm.“

The Overseer shuddered. This grim R@man and his Jackal
woulda tThrow the Priest of Aaron into total confusion,'"

"The Friest of Arrson has gkxEm sent me to show you
¢

everything you wish to see.* But he 1is ﬁlprayer. I beg you, le t

him remain," g
&
"How many are you?" |\ "Far rewer than you commanu,
were
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXRXAANAEaIxom¥yy There/mx® more but we do not marry s
live 1n silence, praying, stuaying the Law,

anG-beget. eaildren, Ne/teXXXInXEXXEnzextexmakexaxiivingxfranxthis
saxrip"w.xax;xi{milingxxaxmaxahh PESESINETGOWY L0Li.0g LU Qisne
@QEIKIEEQ¥XX1213KIHXEIKEﬁﬁﬂ;AﬁﬁlllngﬂhmhmakﬁﬁalilQXHgXLKEEAIEISXHOOT"

XEAAZXX TH1S POOr Lland yleia wwe Io0d,. 'Tet me show you =bkeugh our

building§>..." He wavedhis arm,
: at the low stone structures and

The Centurian looked/across the desolate tombs

to the desert, 'always with the same lack of expression,




whasck.al-eXpreass Il
”I'E#TTEVB~ L1t tle ork 1} tell in: I trutl 8s

Jew will tell a Roman,

I~r + ! Py all
"You'll trust ene—eof-these?'

Haln , oo 1 e e B = M . AL
Well, make him show everything, Take tw

ed me, But you won't, We'll mab started

than we take now talking,"

#¥ the Optlo thurned-eR--Eis-heslbe
Centurione—feee—showed-expre

¢ S ambavl e aomatiint e
i, QI sMP2 eI L I gsomethin

Gat over

{

Fhe—Optio the meager ecs=a

CvGPSGEP{&ﬁdwth&-deﬁeil gat v--alated,

exactly He need

practice found a hard p
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LNe VUPLT1IO 8&l4

his tone continued

1ared ayay while their

" aQ
[~

e 1n mock sompath®k, BELY/ for dista

the performance which followed was a revelation,

¢
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Optlo
The /Ofutkwer=turned-and chose his twenty and ¥E they
THEYXXX
ThexiwEniy set off,amdxthEx®pikuyxx following the

~$§gxhad-received the Centurlon's orders to
Overseer / L EDSS 1818081 lited {10808 aetsdddbiisdoyi soo=ss 2 ped

§g§§&§&9§x§§§§§g§§g§xxi§ show-these men—the-premises:—¥xxfwaxx

ADEEEEXENE foxiEmxdakkyxxinex@pkkpxeiappedxisxEpeEarxintixaecrass
P I PE 11884081 P11 4480 P001.0 0400 5411504 The/£§;§§%¥~was covertly
elated. Thls was exactly what he liked. “e was in full authority;
Success would be his alone, =0 L

He slapped his spear butt.across the meagre buttocks

of the Overseer., ant BhOBGLT NEHSHEDDOM A B0edxx who turned outraged

eyes and the Optio slapped again, .
Keep up there, old bugger," he sabd/ His spank

this time was harder althoughhis tone was, playful




proved that. But-mExdidrmrrxiEXXEveExitRaXXXX"WeTre they any braver than

Jews? He -doubted =it
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and there'll be no delay,"

"Ph_ plan and order can‘walt. Let's get closer."

The Centurion turned to his men, gossiping among
themeselves about what might be up and what enemy might leap
at them across the ravline,

"Now hear!" the Centurion commanded,

The ranks braced,

"There are two ways over this ditch, Scramble across
or go around by the shors of this lake called the Dead Sea, "

The men grew tense, They knew about the Dead-Bee; the
Salt Sea, ba.cause of a—prbeise;—or-threat, Vespaslian had-made
on hearing of -it,

Wae'1l=bind 8 soldier and-toss—him

full pack and see if this water really will float so much

weight.

Th_,y apeited at their Centurion warily. Titus-might
have ordered the test that his father had only talkad about.,
Th,y rslaxed when he only went on with the estimate of the
situation which was routine legion proceedure,

down and

"I certainly won't take you EPXZN& up 8 gOorge, EVen
a few, hidden acress, could make trouble with yoﬁ in a hole and
them over you, Noi: We'll follow the shore, Then, any fight will
be-on the 1e&vel, Probably in that graveyard.1f that is a graveyard,
Those stones will cover us as much as our snemlss,

to
Now look b.yond the graveyard am& thal tower, En.mies

might jump ue there. B_ r.ady." H stared all around. "Questions?"

-

There were no-guestions bub the Century welcomed p_rmlsgion
to-talk and talk.lt did,kni:hu confidencsd grawingzunkz@fxxHaxX
zanwkakiam that they could carry out any order, as the Brothers up
in the caves had been that they could etand up to any assault,

"We could go down into that gorge agalnst any Jews, "

"Ev.n against many with slings. W, could go down and

get out,"
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Th, Overseer turned &m& to obey but M moved slowly, ¥ire

sbzht-é-responsidbrs, the Optio ecencsdsd,-swt—thé¥s old
also Be-FuEX-plain obstinatef Ebe-wowbd=be Jjust like

—

1is spear, He meant to eerry out—this—misslon
he=thought.-resentfully, whsH=me-psburned would the

him any credit? lot—smpi—Fheit--tweasshys-face—vwould

L L 3 k- < 3 = i L T £ S || BRI
Rat—ghow-approval-by se-much-ag-a tlc, "Startythem west,  the

- N et 1" A o 13 e ) - = o Y £a & : '
Centurion would say, "Or we . ¥ sr get to Ce a in tims,

!

Hie-bone-—-would-practically accussg the Optio of having taken so
L 1ikd-iheed IR
any rxxrxzxuxx of getting to

Wwas madepdewaber, Taken so long, Who fn-bhe—name
O-fre @V QPP DO vwhepe could have taken less? The Optlo swing hls
the helmet s, asd-wenderihg-wiy—he shouldn't
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Right on the noggin, But that was his

s aremr But he sidn't dodge. He'll never

old man?"
B
have zot @ lesson, And if he dtdm't—have a
probably W in't even have been busted,"”
the Centurion saild, "Get

then back to the Ma

"Gat-them moving

glmost

Hm

For—w-a-r-d

the Centurion

to gossip.
then—hghad
fferent tune, Hs
that the
and . women
the word
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syack toward -bhe—Mall but now he




Pal .stine had come

and desplse, 2 ¢ fication of | Roman might, a 1.ader
i . -
1 el

of hated invaders who, although differently fHeom Jews, looked

ﬁ:@tle,TﬁJettﬁi"‘.hnn anyone else, ¢

4

Not ppacleely better fhghters (sithowsh-they-noasted

thert-theyp—were,—notwithetendtne-thatl Jawa hgd

My

Twelfth “~szlion & few years back; 1ndeed that
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brought

nrac i ae vi ' 1-"‘_ s
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Jared got to a narrow canal jeinitng-up
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as unconcernedly as though no murdering
within leagues, He
X1t tim,
Jared cried
day gcrambl
courtyard,

debouch onto the l1ateau and catch [ i cPakl

L

the Chaste One was sattlinc on=hie=punpny |
sand, & 3kidd » gandals

anclent ivory|

10 aware of the s;anger to hils
tesacher, frlend and mentor, se-expesed—to-—a—Reman-blow Jared

ket have smiled

tha A
aﬂ@* aren't you supposasd t0 be in the Tower?"

"It was blfak ‘arad f .‘“wﬂrm roclk
withopt hindranes "
lown, marvelling that so
peril so imminant, Tha.
aven playful, blow
him, Welzht seemed to have gone

out of m as s srtainly had, Some desert plants mature

and then, after blooming, -tm-tate.age turn plthdry and

welghtless, So had the Chaste One and in his drylng wrinkles
had multiplisd wherever his white beard 4id not
crisg-croseing 1lik,_, the «ndwes-meze of tiny cracke
ancient palnting,
The cracke were, in fact, caused more éﬁ oncentration
than by-eny-sged-auidityHigbeltived commrentaries Had TO07 B0

leng-beasn hle.-ehief—concermthat—now-he was-so—often-lost 1in

them that an ordltiary BrotheY
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observed and welco ‘"/

ed,

guch that the latter was alwaye

s the Chaste

Ong s8ldy wriseting into maximum comfort,
wanted to press for a return to the Tower but

leclde how to do this Sssbkfek¥x so he only

the announcement,

(] ] -
\ Naw commentary?"

s Sy L - — %
A very smzll seed yed; But thles sun willl esncourage

Jared thoucht he had a tactful 1,.ad,

o .

ihare are the others who _emalned W8¥e in the

\ s
e

Sxe s bl "\
”T"\ 4 |

in thelr rooms, sk=bthinley—But the Overseesr 1g on a

R o - L [ Jr— - f l "I S 3

inspection to make sure hothing he#~been overlooksd,"
" : : U_{- ¢ 1

woyou thinl he woulﬂﬁbvarlook you-bsins here?"
i .

s
1t matter(whrens—i-ans The Chaste one seemad

#er

His rsactions wews®¥e were mildy

vould matter to sverypns of us 1f the Romans

s N

carried you off,

could samwy-me easily snouch, But why?"

-

"

might do worgse than carry you off,

- i
are Migfe 1lkely to do theb worse,to you, Jared,'
W) o Q. re A

the Chaste One™, usual menRer—wos-aild-and.
s S s C

his|spsech middPW abstracted,, he could be so sharply psnstrating
= ) 48 A

as to suggest that he was sglwayes wisely aware of «S=e more than

& -J'-Ai_’i-

esesus] obhgervars s susnected, Now hig quick quast

Jared, not himself, kas belng reckles

ons—in--imminent peril,
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31 C 8 Y8apoRe—i-n—hande——sword.,

brough
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brothers
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perfect, &

ravarsed rolas..
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sered wondered if hisg father had noil pebiurned

Because hs

G—Soepree—=_

beckomedt—the—heresi-lusnly mens
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rosg the spars buttocks of the
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explain

17 oip@Bide,, Maks 6X I 7,0 1 ne, only carry
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lack of esxpression,

"I believe tbls Glﬁ gtork 1s telling the truth, as

much as any Jew will, ﬁﬁa a Roman, 'he gald to the Optio,

"Tvust no Jew!" \ _

I guppose so. Se take twenty msn and make him show
you _verything., I'll b, bzeek herse if you need help. But you
won't, We'll be finished and on our way in less time than we

takas talking about 1t

\. & 3
\._1.'

AS ths Optio husl:ﬁﬂﬁun to &=k hlis twenty, the

Centurion'q face showed xpraseion for the fl,st time, He

= R ‘.

\1icked his’ lips romgmber&nﬁ-eemabhinm, and b _ckoned two ef—

At
%L

the leglionnaires #HEFEéd not been called “out by the Optio,

"Yesterday, ycn two ﬁrilled like -a—petr—ef baby-new
recrults, W, have a little time, Gt oOver tQ;QQGﬂa&éﬁ*ﬂﬂxZHZSXX
sandxx£X¥Ex and practice,"

T~ pair'gavg sach other the look they gared met turn
on thelr offficer and stepped away to @ pakahxa® level, hard patch of
ground and while thelr comrades grinnesd more .ahd more broadly
begen ‘a pe..formance that drew Jared's-distent admiration, This,
for sure, was th; practice that-had made n.arly penfsct.

Th,.ust, Long thrust, Short thrust, Parry. Hlgh parry.
Low. Sidestep. Hal.step., Backstep. Hal. back, Half forward.

Always _xactly. An_ hips brought into play. An, shoulders.

Turn, Halfturn. Right. Left, Twist, Attack, Defend.
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The palr gave—esch—eobther the look they dared not turn
on thelr offlcer and their comrades snickered il s
3 (refil=

The Optlo glapped %he buti of his spear,across the

¢t

meager bu%teeke of thﬁ Overaeer and the aa@%yﬂﬁf 1nsnection set

off, the Optlo ah~&é;~whera huﬂccuiﬂ ntde hlﬁ‘alatiﬁh This was
Pral
slactly—the asslgnment, he }1k~ﬁ. He e 1n fu11 authoriyli'ﬁe—*
D L

.A-.L—-u—-—-—
—would—be required to bak, directions- é}em ho one, only carry out

his mission, Th—g3or~0f 8uU cess would b& his alone,

’ tl‘s-r'\\

Th, palr ordered to practiceﬂget—ﬁa arlpvellh&r& patech ¥

of sand_and squared—effiy—

"Quick step." tn Optioc sald. "Trot along there, old

)

stork, he Soank@dﬁhhﬁ“Qlﬂtﬂﬂﬂr aa&iﬂ%—i%*ﬁﬁﬁ—ﬁﬁaﬂzmﬂﬁﬂ=ﬁ§£$ﬁﬂﬁr—
~thie- {imtwwEELQ;é a pavese bloﬂ&i. L
The two lsgionnalires,- }gééié;BHna ). a_parformance .
t &Lien ;e% thairlcomﬂaies ﬁemgpigainz morg and ﬂoﬁﬁ bre&dly,x;x.rhﬁ

mbut_4hieh drew-Jared-s disuant admiration. Tnls was, for stre;

[ x
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\ AT =

bhe-ae¥$ ef %hinq that mada for nerfecttbﬁ
Thpust, Long ttu:*ust_3 Short thrust, Parry, High parry.

Loy. Sldestep
¥ =
fOI""."J’al"d . b ) ) S b\ :_r- AN o B

An” always, Yarsd msxrized, with bzeutiful exacinsess,

Half sidestep, Backstep, Half, Foprward, Half-
’§ _

gné—wibh hips brought smoothly into playy and shoulders.
Turn . 1&::‘111“01.1:@'3 Right, Left, Twist, i—sb—trme—in—

nd now and then & pause for what

—XBxdX of“encet then defense, an
dar&d burmisea waeg critlcism, but not a long Dauae unﬂer the
sexpressionless watch of the Centurion,

Then praotice with daggers, thren with spears while

_th& rnmaindar D; the-&~n%ury-ioungad &nd, until the Centurion

looked them into silence, eheersd, - i

- 5L

A

Naarlv at the mall, tha ODtiqnaiémto the goldlier at
his elbow, "Work fast., Then we eeﬂ_ba back t» Caeserea kmxkims
for the satuynalia, and Afwe—melke—tt, I'll ses that none of

your wine is watered until you ve all had Lime to get sozzled,
LT ) \ :




a s—dared—end—tire—Sheate-One=had

Not—e#8 Brother was visible in the Mall, but elese=to

Lhe«wall-of the buildings on the east side, and of works hops

and a ciatern on ths west, a n;mber of blg, Jars wers rangeq,

— [Pi—— \ 1‘ o W \; .l | [ \\ AN ..\ M e '.‘ L [ T

Each was hahdlf as tall as a tzT1 man, f1at-bottomadl-
for steadiness, with a collfgred neck in which a cover zxk fitted
closely enough to be njparly water-tight. Th&fﬁ"WﬁTﬂ“B”d@Z&nT
or so of them,.,0se~gkak.and-grey--tn—eoler-any whbh-surfamen i

8010105 Deoiiee=BE LLPlREy st
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"If these were much bigger," Festue said, "They could

hide a man, What are they for and why are they nere?" . (4
A - = Koo -"r;\

"Theyare-here beecausé they bnvn ild* oome—trom—tiTy

pottary Whene—theyuews: fipaé Ho-—mekg=tHEM hard aé@ ?ysfsf
“H\1-(_"hh2_1 e

\_hata:5ﬁ the Overseer eaid, and.thls s tho best olace to keep
them untll they ere needed, Theyware used; Fer stOring grain.

The Gvetpeer reyped one W%thhkhﬂ_ﬂL__péii%r—ﬂ&%ﬂd the
dull but musical chime ef—tt, paapeé~itﬂhardna?-aaé—ﬁeféer and
it broke.! He 1aughe§Aand told two men to check the courtyard and
return promptly and then polnted to the Towser,

, | "What 1is there?Z
~ Ao

‘A cingle room, A brother 1ives in it who 1s, along
with the Priest of Aarontoae_oi;%ﬁé:oldesph}n_iha_cnmmunlty. He
is of such purity that 'his thoughts are always heavenward and
H

he 1g too frall to hurt anyonse,

"Look him over, "Festus told two more men, "If he

" !
;'ﬁ y [’ LW e 2L
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—LCaeeere® bofore the King of ths Revels begins to order watsr

in the wine,"

The QOptlo new-dtd—heed;taving TOY tHE MOMeNt Gome

to the end—ef-his-grisvemees, T |, oite Toe)

S ¢

"Water 1n the wine!" ke -blu.ted, "Of course we'll
. = s ; + 1 v s A \:\q
have to get back before that happens., But ihe first -Hhine—ise—

~Hot—~bo—pe gtuck too long Lﬁ;ihéé—p%aca.ﬁtate your plan eané—

~
"

glve the order)and I'll see there ls no delay
[ Y .-'r\,_'s_;"_.,_. Glas P ad o

. e "Comg-than. "4The Centurion turned.bael—esd—the—Cptio—

D - .
i

~£allowed to whewre—the men 3 \ z* among themselves what

o

was up and what sort of enemy might co t them across the

- ] 2 -
"Now hear." the-Llenberieomrcried:
The panks Serffemeds © LAL

"You-can-see ,ohere are two ways to get over

[4

ditch, Scramble across or go the longer way around by

shore of this lake called the Salt Sea."

Yphe Salt Sea

=77 MW A
The Century LPJﬂm? aopreh It knew about

the Dead or Salt Sea because of a promise--threat?--Vespaslan

had made on first hearing of it;iwe'll bind a man -hend—aNd—

—£eet and toss him in with armor and full pack and se

water really will float that‘mucg_yeight.ﬁThe men ey ed

Centurion warily, Taétus, might have ordered the ,test that hls

(It codie
father had only talked about, But they relaxed whem= Lhe
Centurion only continued his routine estimate of 1T gsituation,

"Now I certainly won't take you down and up







EVAPEY LN

. > e SR TN

RS







- s | Ly e

f = e B

o o b e

L










e Ty

T L e




Sl ST

AN XA Xh XL EZA R XAELKA







AT h +
L y ! o 4™ b t‘t ‘fo-.bu‘"u [UN——

LA £ 1~ L
R B g T R gttt kel bt L el 4y sy

e

e o
et i i L 1 : = ol ¥ SRy A s B T e
A

e Y el APt oo

iy,
- e

Kol T i e i




"T almed at his shoulier but he tried to duck and

caught it on the no:ﬂ‘n.;,
?ﬁsﬂeanﬁd%tﬁ”*ﬁ‘facE“EﬁTﬁ‘ﬁﬁfﬁTﬁﬁ?””
"He won't disobey a Roman again?"
"You kill.4 the 1ittle o0ld man?"
"Well, when we lsft

Th, Centurion turned

the westarn dessrt

distant, unseen, and full of wine,
:at the—Century moving, It-—may.be-thel we W

AN St A

ﬂhtuaﬁb‘aaamy 1n time, "

"Fa1l in!" The optio gave the command in a choked volce,
,"\'r"'

For-w-a=-r-d, MARCH,

known how 1t would be? XEmzwaxdxMarzkix

Thi. time the Century did not need to go cautiousgly

around by ths Dead Sea shors, It headed almoet north, ;$ome———
A ? J

T T o ST e I B PR L L

‘apoﬁvye@@““ahtﬂw/anﬁ on 1tc le”t $o0 far off t

datall, @ 1ling of pocked cliffs.
them Route Step," the Centurion
“R—o u-t-e STEP!" The Optlo .satdy his volce,

control But La bolled inwardly #hen_hamhearé ~aome—ef Lhe

twenty ta king., He knew what they were saying., But he tedd | I

Lu.,,_a
b&m&er£Ttna4“bn Wy~ whn knawr «tongakgl¥¢§&aaa-&ag&ean&trﬁsu e
- l, - - \ "L.n k" \v-'n». \____i___\ _‘ " L%

O LG S ~r
-5

ebansawtbeiv Hune.. tOfOﬁe hs»ltkw& b&ﬁtef“"‘ R

\ . N " T
n,_.‘ WL O [\,_ F ] ._! _‘_ Bt

\

'- ) Teasaat AN T ™
A e S taken his proper pOSiuion at the rear of the column

and in hardly more than a whisper hs told the nearest man that

if they Kept—ip-a-good.pase~they—would reach feeserea—fon.Ligas

—staptof-the annual.s 'um;ie"-----%i@@ﬁ?ﬁ@:@@é‘é@é:ﬂi@"- King of.
waten -

wazna..ang Titus has
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his own pocketl as I&i}*%ﬁ&~?ﬁ&%w9f ~us-trave paid in over 1nv vh
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