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with the aging, Jjealous Hersd, One was the urgent repair of

hig diming room which awaited the carpenier, Joseph,

As to his daughter he rebuked himself now, a8
he had so often of late, for dreading prtfalls instead of en-
Jjoying her romantic flowering, The prtfalls dad not, for the
moet part, even exist, Thay were only the ugldy nighimares of
8 too-experienced sdult mind, e wondered af all fatherz had
nightoares, Ye wished for Mriem, net for the always desired
lover but the underetending mothedr,

-

But at least, he decrded, beo had Deen right in
Salvidinius The Tritune,
selzing the chance to bring on & rival egalnaﬂﬁﬁuzo. ZRITX*
dxusup wath hie bossts of femily weslth and prestige wag & lier
cholce as well as by hablt,

by thxxbusky Good old Marcus rpported that the Huso gens enly
recently had been caved from actual poverty by Augustus who would
slwaye have pensions for the familiecg of broke«down Senators.

The tyuth was that young Muso was out te reburld
hie femily®s wealth by hook or croek, If he had been willing to
rebuild by honest fighting, no one would have thought leas of
him, Hardeup young arietocrats were fighting for fame and for-
tune all around the Smpire, DBut Muse, in his year with the Tenth,
had dodged a half dozen tough asesigmments, He might 101& Debo-
rah -- how could he npgt when she wee s¢ like her mother?:- but
he sought the marriage also because i1t would give lim a held on
a fat fortune without sny fighiting whatever,

Vedius Ruseo yejoiced again that Luclanius was ooming,

.%“Then he was eight or mine he wae guite a boy," he

reminded himself hopefully, "0Of course that was a leng time agol”




A young, towheaded captaln of mercenarles not far into his
twenties strode into the Palace ante-chamber where Vedlus Rusco
Philippicus was waltlng to face Herod with the same 0ld demand,

- !

More men for Caesar Augustus's roads. He and Bracae had been waltlng

for two hours. A polite eunuch had come three times to explaln that

1

keeplng the tyrant occupled, but Bracae was

important mattere were
beginning to rumble indignantly,., Rueco showed no resentment. He Bady
however, grown watchful.
had begun to be watehful when, in the course of hils

long wailt, Herod's Officer of the Day had raced from the audlence
hall and, ghortly, the courtleres who always stayed I«
or evexr agt profit from what tranepired in the vast
room, been shoved out &hd the great d
reclo ed tight. Careful men d1d not ignore even a emall change 1in
Herod's usual proceedure, and when they encountered such a large one
they were justified in being suspicious to the polnt of apprehenslon.

Then, only a few minutes ago, the Offlcer of the Day had

hurried back into the ante-chamber with, of all people, Hellus

Naepvor in tow. The bulging, soggy Primus Pilus of the Tenth Leglon

_39aen+mpnt—un*?tghttn?“ﬁrﬁcae*anﬁwthﬁnrﬁraeaele~mﬁstrr;' & nog ue.

hed—-throun~thetr—war-tod-gatd,—think-nothing of thige"
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hadbeen plalnly reeentful until sighting Bracae and then Bracae's
magster., And even hie nod which tried to say, "Think nothing of
this" had been far from convincing. In fact he walked like a led
bull xka chafling at the ring in his noee which kept him from bolting
in any safer dlrectlon. His present direction was anything but safe,
If word of hle appearance in Court got back to General Prfitus
Froculinus. he wae in deer trouble. Its commanding general 41d not
wleh anyone of the ienth, except himeelf, to have any deall gs
with Herod.

bull enaffled beyond

eeean but he vwas not afrald, Even while 1t admitted ¢

= 9
hies manner warned hile trappers that he was still dangerous,
was still a remnant, at lecast of the younger Helius Naepor who
had dared defy a whole ring of enemies when the tide of battle
waghed them around him,
"The 0ld bull etill has a few hooks left in hies horns,"

hie manner warned. "Don't take too much for grante or somebody

will get hurt.”

"He's cov ring up," Bracae whilepered to Vedius Rusco, "but

YroakxzkzRimx he 1s worrled. He knowe that he'll swe
Frocullnue hea
"He will Af he 1sn't able to come up with a better
excuse than I ever heard him furnieh when I was in the Tenth,"
Rugco agreed. -
Watchful and wary, because Naepor's arrival was even more

guspicious than the expuleion of the Court hangerson, Rusco wondered

what might be upy as the Offlcer of the Day and Hellus Naepor were
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wrried, almost pushed, into the audlence hall to the open indignation
of half a dozen more importient clients who were not accustomed to
being set aside for a Roman of Naeror's rank.

Ag the Primus Fillus and his escort, or guard, Rusco was not
sure whlch, vanleghed the young towhecad pretended to have seen the
Road Commissloner for the first time. His clumsy prnetense of sur-

a
prise vas xm boylehly tranesparent attempt to make any spy doubt that

the tovhead had core purposely seeking a man as unpopular with

Herod as Yedius Rusco., But thr actlng would mot have deceived anyone,
especlally after the towhead drew close with a look of badly
concealed acdmiration.

"I heard you were here," he g2id under his

Vedlus Rusco walted,

"My father fought agalnot you in Gaul," the

n-xt and grinned,
"I'm sure 1t was a good fight," Rusco cmiled. He could

2

remember a dozen fighte in Ga®l, and none of them bad, Gauls uere




zood filzhters.

"My father sald you let him up when you had him down,"

The towhead kept his volce low. "

And he sgald that 1f the chance
ever came I was to say he remembers."”
ugco walted again. The towhead muet have been told to

nthe chance ever came, than merely offer long-distance

"Watch out!" The towhead swivveled his eyes toward the

TY -3 " L
entrance of Herod's audience hall, "When you go in there you're

o I
going toward trouble.'
"‘.1_‘ L ! o 1
Much otliged,
toward Bethlehem stop of ny Dl { ) have a good
long talk about that fight."
"Don't expect me!" The towhead was showlng nervousgness,

usco knew why, Herod d4id not like having hls officers too
friendly with anyone in disfavor. The towhead's nod registered,
once more for any sples, that the meeting had been only accldsntal
and he was off.

"We should have zot his name," Bracae sald.

"I know his name," Rusco said. "He is

Aedul , krxGaxkx He 1s

to Rome to learn about government, He was sent on to

teacher though I hate to say so. But Brennus isn't a

student, and he geew bored and asked for an assignment with the
mercenaries until he ie allowed to zo back home,"
"You've bsen close to trouble with Herod for more than

a year," Bracae said,
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e X i
"Maybe he & decided to come out

&» thought swiftly In such an

help and that meant 186 must turn to

general of the Tenth was a poor prop to lean

Eest at hand,

e o

If I'm going to have trouble

= +

in handy. Go to the Fortress and ask O

-in on-Hored.t

"If I do, and 1f Herod starts something

atl

your back?

"There won't te any fighting, at 1

Rueco -miche-
do with
Proculinus, Ths

But he was the

will come

rocullnus Ebéﬂfop.

, who will guard

not in the

said, "Herod mlight order a dungeon, if he thought

get away with 1t
Commi ssionsr off to a dungeon whi
locoks
"I don't 11ke to leave you," Bracae
Rusco laughed,
"Well, I don't 1ike to be left with
Proculinus

face reluctant
came azaln

without havin
Bracae le
The polite

an attendant for his chief.

{1 t

Come, the Chief Eunuch sald

, but he'll think twice

btefore axdax he hustles

8 Legion general

for very long

(g
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Wk
eroken—down/to-hgeduuarteres orderty, uplegs the 0ld bull ean—tirtmicup

a better gxcuse than I ever zeskézuFeunxmysxsmeraXzosuzxzxmax heard him

make whefi I was 1in the 1 agion. ]

i

\

He wawoéeér—1*%@m$uanﬂ adrgrlaed .aehdwuunuathq Officer

of the/ Day and Naepbr were admitted, almocu Dushed into the audlence
= .-._,'n.-—\.—{-

hall./ It was westxpReFaarxiorx unnparw o; ow a E?%muq rl%ﬂ* to

o e e oAl

be admitted to Herod's presence ahead of A ha?f dozen of the, Fllﬁnus,

say nothinﬁ of an Imperial//Roman comifssloner. Somethlhng was

certginly up.

]
|

Rusco, cautiously alert/ was wondering what—{t might be,

and was;bracln? himself in case 1t ipvolved him, when thqx young
towhead, who had been wandering around, causht his eye and

regittered broad surpricse. The surnrise was a boyishly cglumsy

attempt to make any watching spy doubt that the towhead had comse
purpodely into the ante-chamber Beeking a man so unooPular with

Herod |as the Road Commlssioner, But the acting woulééhave decelved #iyt

|
ne—ong, esgpeclally after the towhead drew close, with &8 look of \|¢

d»adf¥=y [concealed admiration,
o

I heard you were here," he sald under hile/breath,

Vedlus Rusco walted,




carefull

which was belngz

Herod gulped

Soemus smiled,

Husco more

ned Helius Nagpor with the

. ' T 1 J2
vaepor, ©Soemug gal

'\'ﬂj\.f 1 I'8 1 > ";'
thinz, But he haen't. done

Pl m
Irimuas

opposl

unconcern
very ti
gxnaucstion
swinz
aract

@ swing or not,




almost omnisclent finger

’

Ruesco become aware

1 o 10
oone, HUBCO was

o S
dared,
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Herod's “audiences but usually he seemed as” muEH a nodel of

¢omposure ag -of Pashwon. Now, howevar, 1ﬁside apndrel apling/ Greek
and Pers lan dandies, hs lpokﬁd like a coward who Has stakedfall on
a4 single--throw-and- 13 d;_ng _a_thousand-deathe-while-bhe-dice.-proll.

Rusco paused beslde Soemus and felt, rather than saw,
a warning in the ravaged face. He was surprised by this, although
he and Soemus were on good terms. He had always felt sorry for
Soems whose treacheries and cruelties were, after all, another's
treacheries and cruelties, never his own. They all always sprang
from Herod's ruthless finger.

"Herod gives you greeting,"™ Soemus said, and Rusco
bowed toward the king whose quivering mouth was being stuffed with
black=-streaked ewmammwsemiams checse. Herod heaved among his
cushions into an easler pose.

"Herod supposes,™ Soemus smiled, "that you e come
with your
et usual® petition?”
_ Herod, also; smileqiaround the cheeses. Hls smile made
Ruso;;ﬁéfy.

"Caesar Augustus's roads must be built,™ he replied,
good humored in turn.

"Herod mi ght trade," Soemus said,whilte-Herodts-ambable
sﬁ&ngerhsummanada%jwwwHﬁ%%%“*“““WWﬁ@WWﬂ*wW@f“*“ﬂWW“

Rusco grew doubly wary. When had Herod ever offered a
trade which wasn't a trap?

"éibﬁi;beﬁ#éinath,“ Soemus said, warning still in his
face although there was only deference In the voice he was loaning

a“-_"<.§

to Herod, "was ordeved to do & thing. But he has failed. Herod




thinks you might succeed."

Helius Naepor Olg Helfus''d1d not often fail.
"Why did ®ibxi fail?" Rusco asked. I 1 ~ben-Cinath

This thing, unnamec so far,

had Lled, - mast be formidabls.

Herod's amiability cracked and his throat made a
his hired hunter
formless indecency to show what he thought of R&¥st for failinge
Naepor

"It isn't an easy thing," Soemus sald. "Tibmé failed
even with good helpers,"

"Who helped?™ Rusco asked. Before he has Soemus's
answer, however, he knew.

"Helius Naepor, a Pilus Prior named Panthera and the
Tribune Salvidinius Muso," Soemus.said.  "But tdwexzvemesxmvexzotx
AAx 208 ey 3ons The name of everyone in this is to be kept
secret ofkx They are not to go beyond you."

Rusco barely shut off a shout of triumph. The ambush
was explained. Tthni ‘must have pald a lot to buy the—halawoF a i

& R b ook : o o 84S

Primus Pilus, a Pillus Prior and a Tribune; 1lleg;l haln;'too;w 594”
because any help to Herod would be outisde a Legion's line of
duty. But only a thing that paid well would be big enough to
Justify trying to kill off Lucianius who might have interfered.

"Herod feels you can easily learn what the others
couldn't," Soemus said. "The, ebkers have only stirred up trouble

e
among the Jews." o

—

Herod pointed to the :x&dnnaam~ 4xwxﬂf‘.@¢hw»~&\

G L

"It was ﬂea~ly'Tibn1-ben-étnﬁﬁh who droppad your name eap

Thia Pt , émﬁuﬁﬁﬁii* Pl s
into the boy, ASOBmus said. "In fact ke had hardly Lalk, /|

Tha £ i

& A b»‘ o g oF g6 8
today when hg suggestﬁd you &s the very man fer—itTh— Vo Sunsieg

Not .Tibnit—Ruseots -mind ratedePhe-Sadducee-did-nok




The indorsement of the Chief Eunuch was easlly explalned. That wretched
1ittle man was trying, by any step open to him, to shift a dapgercous
responsibility. And ¥epor. Rusco continued to puzzle and flmally
decilded how the mind of the Frimue Pillus must have worked.
Helius Had to reckon on my discovering what he and *anthera
and Muso were up to, and he had to figure on me reporting my discovery
$0 Proculinus. So this proposal of his to Herod 1ls a cshrewd move to
pull me into the plot. But what can the plot be ?
"It will be easy for you," the Chief Eunuch broke in, desperate

to shift his dangerous burden. "You have thousands of friends around

A

Judea. Any of them may know. After they tell you, 1t wlll be nothing."

"Wait a 1ittles" Rueco said. "Nobody has told me yet what

is wanted., What are my friends expected to tell me. What 1s this
question that grates so on Jews?"
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of thirty thousand. Perhape not more than three or four thousaund,.
He might manage with killing Just a2 few hundr<d, or even just
few score, He sighed and his finger commanded Soemus to call up
t9e muelclane, Lute, psaltry, lyre and shawm began to play and
Herod slept.
A sulky prlest dellvered the
Herod slept on.
Meanwhlile the minor buslneses of the court was not delayede.
The Chilef Funuch summoned kiltchen slavee who sgaw to it that the tray
the tyrant was replenlished. Soemus attended mall matters
could not walt, or had welted long enough,
At last a messenger padded 1into the almost empty audlence

hall, empty now of concublnes, courtesang, cllents,
offlcers, of all save the privileged fourteen, to rep
Officer of the day wae walting outslde with the man
been sent.

Road Commissioner 1s still waiting,"
a wnlsper.

Funuch shrugged off the whlsper. 1t
nothing that he did not know, He had alrecady sent three

to conciliate the waltling Vedlus Rusco Fhilipplcus. But

Heliue Naevor's appival turned him inetantly to Herod,

the tyrant fearfully and very geutly.

J C

The astrologer-phyelclan haéd mixed a fline potion. Herod

awoke with his mind clear,
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of thirty thousand. Perhape not more tham three or four thousand.
He might manage with kllling Jjust a few hundred, or even Just a
few score, He sighed and his finger commanded Soemus to call up
tme musicians. Lute, psaltry, lyre and shawm began to play and
Herod slept.

A sulky priest delivered the Temple wine.

Herod slept on.

Meanwhile the minor busglniess of the court was not delzyed.
The Chilef Eunuch summoned-kitchen slaves who gaw to 1t that the t ray
of the tyrant vas replenished. Soemus attended to small matters whigh
could mot-wait;-or-had. uwalted long enough,- .

At last a messenger padded into the almost empty audlence

hall, empty now of concubines, courtesank, cllents,

[ ¥

courtiers,

officers, of all save the privilegedﬁfdurteen, to report that the

\J

Officer of the day was walting outside with the man for whom he had
been sent.

"And the Road Commissioner 1s still waiting," he added in
a whisper.

The Chief Eunuch shrugged off the whisper. It told him
nothing that he did not know. He had already sent three messengers
to concillate the walting Vedius Rusco Philippicus, But the news of
Helius Naepor's appival turned him instantly to Herod, and he awakened
the tyrant fearfully and very gently.

The astrologer-physicilan had mixed a fine potion. Herod

awoke with his mind clear.




Courler,

St. Ambrose

I

A speclal/ pre-Thanksgliving

7
ry

AR Evfn-Song BEr¥az-%ill

held id St. Ambrose

101 [toplc of theMev, Frederick Q4 Shaf rector will

gcopal church at 4:130%.M. next Sunsay,xgk The usual 11
N - and at that hour

o0ltted g xAkaxiXzaxRx

1 |
and the esermon [top}

‘eille

Morning Prayer will

in the community thankéglving secrv

mounion will be celel

ahil




Meanwhile all pvedictable grlises

Meanwhlle the MInorfbusinsss of the Court was not delayed.
Tirzah, self-importantly, /
thvﬂhtﬁﬁv3amaﬁﬂxﬂﬁéxﬂa&%gﬂlxxnxxxxKﬁﬂﬁHH gummoned kitchen sglaves to
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refill the tyrant's trgf. Soemus
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At intervals, whlle an early sun continued its bolgs

¢climb, the strapping, copper-Jjaired girl glanced towars the

curtain which cut off a corner of the room she was cleaning from
top to bottom.
No sound came from that quarter. The baby behiln he makeshift

partition did not rouse to cry and his mother turned on an

invisible pallet only once, so softly that 1f scarcely rustled.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS,

Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth,

Mary, hls wife,

Jesus, their newly born son.

Ellzabeth, Mary's cousin,

Gacharlas, husband of Elizabeth, a priest in the Temple at

Jerusalsm,
dehn—thedp—infenrt—son .
Esrom, Beor, Zorobabal and Obed, shepherds,
Melchior, Lal shazzar and _asjar, Magzli.
Simeon, a holy man
Anna, a prophetess.
Peleg, a beggar,
Vedlus Rusco Philipplcus, a Roman Road Commissioner for the
mperor Augustus.
Detorah (pronounced DeBORah) his daughter.
Candace, a slave, attendant of Deborah.
Nepte, another slave,
Bracae, Ved lus Rusco's guard and comrade.
Bria, Bracae's wife, housekeaper in the Rusco villa,
Herod the Great, king of Judea,
Tirzah, his steter.
Soemus, director of Herod's corps of spiles.
The Chlef Eunuch, Herod's principal household officer.
Geber, an alde of Herod's.
Tibni-ben-Ginath, a Sadducee. Politie
of
Orfitus 1 ulinus, commander of the
Qerusalum.
Hellius Naepor, Primus Pilus of the Tenth.
Panthera, a Pilus Prior of the *enth.
Marcus Seclator Lucianius, adopted son of
Marcus Peclator, a retived=cfficer—and friend of Yedius Rusco,
_&alviéinius Muso, a Tribune of the Tenth,
he Commandant, a principal officer in Herod's mercenary army.
Branq.k, a captalin of mercenaries,
Occo, hils second in command
Dumnorix, his standard bearer.
Meesala, a centurion attached to the Tenth.
~Dimas, a robber,




GHT FROM

by

Delos W, Lovelace
Author of
Journey to Bethlehem
and 1n collaboration with Maud Hart Lovelace
One Stayed at VWelcome
Gentlemen From England

The Golden Vedge







Py

zh ground to the east there was a flurry
of movemant. RKusco celled, "Erscael"” and swunz his
under the red closk end plucked at hile sword to make

38

would come essily from ite scabbard and 1if

1ts elizh taaw—iq“?hno_nt,

“ 1o~ 0=0-

kicked hie rosn slongeide the black, keepling room to swing his

great two-handsd sword,

Bix horsemen, full-bearded amnd full-srmed, came

grinned
two," Rusco said, decldinz to throw

thirty paces, The onrushing six would cover ten pacse wh
Javelln flew twenty and downed one enemy, and he wou
time to drsw hils sword tvefore the remsininz five co
never entared hle hesd that the Javelin might micse,

But the Road Commissioner and his by
well known to zo unrscoznized,., At forty paces

horssmen shoutsd in dismey and wheeled and

baffled complaints fading as they retreated theiway

"Could that heve been Dimss's or Gestas's zans?

Bracae wondered. Dimas and Yentas were bandite whose successs

months, had 1lncressinzly aggravated Eerod and out-witted Hies
margcenary iLI'00ps8.

*Rusco shook his hsad. "Dimae

have kept cominz."

"You don't think Herod

| & L RIE e 2 Y
. Rusgco gald confl

zoes after me, ha'll ssnd more than six and the 't dare

zing




fail to finieh the job," Ille eased his javelin back into 1ts

gocket .,

He had seen Herod's diseased, septuagenarian
emnl Gy growing, The tyrant was still seeking to insure his
Judean throne as he had insured 1t for years, by holding
Augustus's favor, He was st11l furiously building, in honor

of the Emperor, temples, ampjis theaters, palaces, gardens,
gven elties and harbors, And when these were delayed by Rus-
co's requisitions for highway materials and men, his rage
soared,

But barring scecidents, Rusce reflected now, he
knew how to keep from joining the vioctims of sword, dagger,
rope and wayelde crose whose bleached bones outlined Herod's

bloody career, P
50 Tl
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"I thank I can count o@*Proculxnus,“ he told hime
self. The general of the Tenth, although too ambiticus to be

entirely trustworthy, wes sn old comrade.
“bneded . J

And %reef%e%ﬁ&y can count on Quirinius, though

Domascus 1s a long way off." Publius Sulpicius Quirinius, an

even older comrade, ruled Syria for Rome and was Herod's sue

perior.,He has Just 1mpozed a head tax on the Jews and Herod was belng
requlired to hel}p collect.
"I wouldn't put 1t past Herod to trump up some

cherge against me when I ask for men and supplies for the Gasa
Job," Ruseo thought., "And then I wonder if I could get word
trapped me or

to Quiriniue before Herod /arranged one of his favorite little

accldentsﬁhthat he knowe =0 well how to arrange when he wants

out of the way."




But Herod would have a fime explalning an ace
cident %o the Huperor, The knowledge of that might keep him
from trying, Rusco had the faver of Augustus, He had won

it a% Philippi and had never lost it.

Throughout that fratricidal slaughter amid
marshes, mountalne and vitter October wand and rain, Vedius
Rusco had been & 81X year-old tagging beuind his father, His
father had been a trumpeteer in one of the ninetesn legiong

which headstrong lare Antony and the young, sick,; worried Oce
Caemar ‘
vavian, not {et become/Augusius, had scraped together for the
declslve batile 4gsind
RARWASWA WEvr Brufus and Cassiue, Vedius had stowed awey for
across

the stormy voyage from Brundlsxum/’aniJaaSZXIi the Adriatie

had trudged all the loug miles inte Macedomism., 4nd, bacause
he had not whimpered, hig proud father had coaxed an arnorery
to make up & piut-sized shield and spear,

The young Vedius, strutting heroically with his
new wcapone, had caught Octavisn's eyeé.s Yo murdered Caesar's
frail nephew, doubly irail because of & stomach always uade
gqueasy by orisis, such bold bPosturing had seemed an zsngwer to
bie anxious sacrifice in Heroules' circular temple before
qultting Rome,

“You shall be my luck!® Octavian coried.

"I'11 be your beodyguard!" Vedius said, A body-

guard was a post of dignity to a half-orphan alrecady wise in




the dutiee ol the legion, He thruet tharough an 1MNRSLLLTY 60w
ery bleocking Qetavian's path snd rasned. "Hah-Ri* like a re-
eruls practicing at & sod targat

.M.t bhﬁ lt. f‘a _.ilt.sl\.., v.J...:-L.:::.—‘lg /l.sail' il"l :Il:i._z‘:.%

throat, STRICE; Aleh-HEN

"Bodyguard, then," Octavian loughed, And when
Cassiug and Brutus, houncrable men, were
elated young enpervr-to-be ek bestowed upon his
an accolade whioch i1u the end became a aistinction
the Hapire could equal,
You are noe longer Vedius Zusce,” he cried in rare
"Zou are Vedius Rusco Philippicus Tor your heroic part

oattile, AR wiienl you sre oldey you shall enlist in

L4

L]

and maybe eéven rise te centurion raulk,
Vedius Rusce hed enlisted at fourtesn, although
the minimum age for recrults wee sixteen, Long befl :EJha had
cbeserved that the majority of legionnalres, i1ncluding hie fae
ther, wore usually in hot water and penniless, They waere brave
enough, charzing headlong at% the rousing note of ghinling trule

pete, But they were forever being fined, whipped, demeteds bane
even exocuied, And except for Ymmpw vccaeloncl loot they
had even pennies %o cke out tasir ration of oread; polre

vegetable
rf/“'\\. *‘f ﬁ “. ;’
EﬁJWhlch was Ireguently substituted for wine, And when they

stew and the watered vinegar with an 6g3 beateon

were discharged they half-starved bn‘g snall peﬂsaoﬁgmai@ snaller

by dichonest paymasters,
Young Vediug hed determined not to be of thig mae




]

\ who had succeeded him as first centurion of the Tenth

*

Joraty, He would be one of the few who became primi pili and
tribunes and sometimes generals and governors of provinces and

retired with honor and wealth,

Modelling himself on the two friendly rivals,
- fJ,_ 5 Tr - - ™ ) b o) | Y
Palle and Vorenus, praised by great Julius Caesanr, he had in
_ _ Hellus Naepor,a = =
every way out-distanced his own chief rival Indeed when he

retired 1t wae said that even Scaeva, that third paragon whom

Caesar had jumped seven grades te make Primus Pilus of

velfth, had not equalled Vedius Rusco Philipplcus,
In Gs Thrace, Britain, Syria, Judea, Egypt,

Africa,Pannonia, Spa where silver mines poured their

wealth 1nto Rome after the Cantabrians were quieted down, he

plled up honors and at last became a legend, ¥Far behind now
G |

lagged Helius Naepor,flording 1t over the Tenth in the Fortress

0L

Antonia, usually full of wine and always full of emvyxaaﬁ

T A

At twenty-two, TedlueA ad been transferred to

Judea, There he had found his Miriam and enjoyed three such

years as he had believed came only to the gods, Loeing her

he had marched agalﬁiaut 1n the end he came back and now his

11 fe had only two centers, Deborah and the roads he built for
Augustus, He liked road-building and an extra attraction
that 1t kept him in Miriam's land which he loved although he
never hoped to understan
Jews were baffling, stubborn, unquenchable, Be-
often overrun, with s totallty'yhlch would have crush-

m

. most peoples, they had never in their hearts submitted to
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behind them,

Rusco saluted k= shouting comrades of other
years and when the detachment had passed Bracae looked at
him with brizht eyes,

"It's st1ll in your blood, 1isn

mine, too," He slapped
naked to the waist in this
go long I feel lost
fre not

Rugco nodded and turned for

matter what the Emperor might put him to

would Dbe 2 a

detachment wlith

i1us had
black,

They reached the by-road and turned into 1t at
ot Tiete Uil
a gallop and came to the wall,and Bracae gave a great
b ]

D

Jpen up in there And the gates were
then the villa's doors swung wide and the doorkeeper

bowed and the dog slid out a2 long, panting tongue in welcome

and Deborah came running
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Bey or girl, Rus co,kne exactly how Jogeph felt,

aqu51xtecn years before, He nodded in under-

lT{-é.J-ukh

oseph squinted once more at the zuilily ooz,
"I'11 never again truet & lebaneese rocfer to

work on a chicken coop,” he said,

"Bracae will help reset the beam, and after

1

that's done the mending of the panels won't be too hard," Rus-

co sald,

In the home of Vedius Rusco the Roman routine of
E’;-_. ‘_TQ':' T i :

meale was followed, Of course anyone,

P . ! _ = -
ﬂaaeduanrn! slave, might nibble at something on rising, Remind-

ful of many days on short rations, Vedius Rusco was generous
But the first formal meal was served at eleven in the morning.

By the garden sundial 1t was ten as ftusco left
Joseph and headed for his bath, iu%yniukJaw&wairnwﬁymwe&
n&@&a&?ﬁ&ﬂ%ﬁaﬁﬂ&ivn“hdldwnﬁwﬁﬂ@#E&mWQPP“h&“ﬁuaﬁﬂﬁﬁqﬂMﬁhkﬁh&dﬂbt

BRSO L Bad e "rww "

The Roman routine of baths also was followed, The
family bathed, sometimes several times a day, across the garden
from the dining room in a tiled and frescoed room containing the
pool, Adjoining were a steam room, a cold room, and a massage
Toom with marble tables, Bracse and Bria used all these, too,
and Candace when Deborah bathed alone, For the rest of the

aousenocld there was a great bath behind the kitchen wvith une-
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Bria frowned.

"If thie meal wasn't going to be practically a feast,
instead ofAJust a2 breakfast, I'd take over myself, Wouldn't that
be 1ike 01d times? But we'll have to use Nepte today. I don't

1ike her, though., I wish we could get rid of her, Of course I

know that in this household slaves never ars sold."

"She served the same mlstress from childhood," Deborah
reminded, but in a doubtful tone. "It was only when her mistress

she was put up for ssle."

"I remember the story," Bria sald. An orphan, succored
Fagaxx -
in Egypt by a rich widow of Idumea, Nepte was reported to have
been more daughter than servant in the household , but no provision
had been made for her and after the widow's death, penniless in a
strange land, she had sold herself to a good master,

If Bria could have talked with a certaln troop of Roman
which had comey from Cyrenaica through Egypt, to Palestins,

auxillaries,/she misht have heard a different story. But the troop

had stayed in Jerusalem only brlefly,
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kitchen,

In the kitchen Bria steopped abruptly in
preparations for breakfast, Could Nepte, she asked
have tipped the on purpose? On the heels of that suspic-
ion other suspicione pilled up and the whole lot we 20 die-~
turbing that she could get to the bathe fast enough.

ever have let that Egyptian near

[ o o

Deborah," she theuzht as she hurried,

Hepte's hande li1fted when Bria came in, Lan-
guid, more than half-trsnced, Deborah was frowning, &s in pro-
test against a ifrightemng dreem, And while Bria looked down,

ne frown became & shadow of distress upon the seft flushed

cheeks

gpeed which no woman of her weight
could hav
her away,
"You dare?”

drove the snarling Hgyptian

half around the world aftern ! Brocae = had picked up

1. OShe had picked them up in Spain,

Thrace, Rome, Palestine and where not,

She had not realized
how they had accumulated, but now they flowed out in a variety

as vivid as 1t was sulphurous

e

= 4] a \G i i e
w jomer] she eried, "You pot! You bed-bairt

draggletaill You horny! You pleot! You figzzfab! You ponk!

Cyprian! You ,,.."

She swung against Nepte's delicate; cat's ea

=1

Y »

1ght hand, left hand, right, left! Nepte's face flamed but she

e




et back to the kitchen!"™ DBria swung again and
when Hepte's hande 1lifted to her flaming face Bria laid a heavy
palam acroes narrow buttocks, And when Hepte tried to protect her
rear the palm swung high once more, ©She drove the snarling, de-

fiant offender through long rridors and huz her among dirty

pots, then hurried back

sver handle you like & bag of bar-
ley again," she cried, WW Under her motherly
hands the repellant dream was broken, the 1ehed ‘cheeke covled,
"I muet have gone %o sleep," Deborah stamuered in
bewilderment, ©She moved wi th a clouded distast
back inteo the pool, Bria, I want to wash all
asleepy Bria? Vhat happened?"
therel Bria murmured
the pool and then back to the rubding marble
over the amber shoulders.
Deborah deftly with perfume-sticks,
And whaen thls wag done she droppe . whi te linen

tunic over the head of the only daughter she had ever had and put

gllvered sandals on her feet, and 2 lemon-colered

body and snugged & gold belt around her waist and hung gold rings
her ears | SRRepet Al aRABELG ST R TIUN NET UREE

wovel,; silver cap on her foaming hair, bruched and hanging loosge,

digsh

as she had .done 1 each of them wag ten years younger., And

Deborah, remembering nothing now of the dream,

stood up,; fresh and




"Brial!" Zhe se1d, "I love having you éven more

than having Candace." BShe oked 2) B Don't ever send

Bria'es rage came back She gave a final tug to
1-colored folds, gave Deborah a last motherly spank and

hurried %o find Bracae,

lived her last days in th: sey 1L W R e—peumen WLy

o ——— SASpeean  —

*

Bracae, that mighty man, had reseated the

a

ripple of leg and shoulder muscles and now the

repalring of the panels was & Job much
work ef skill was to Joseph's likangy
replacing of oracked weods, thie exact regrooving of runners,
thieg sweet fitting of 1nvieible edges so that none could tell
which marked the meealed 1 caelled for his best skill,
He would, he reflected, hs , fine stoxry of Craftemanship for
Mary when he
a8 had been happening often of late,
he grew warm and proud thinking of home-cominge when he and the
son Mary was nursing would together be telling Mary fine stories
of craftsmanship accomplished together, He locked ahead to such
home-~comings and next, in wonderment, back te the night of
birth, accomplished am: such portents, He thought of how
calm had calmed his own dismsy when they found there was no room
thought of how naturally she had accept-

stall, among le the cave under the inn, and then he

had to lsugh,
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juet by breaking through a few cavees, Bracae and I could run a tunnel

clean throuzh to the hill's far side I couldn't pass up the chance,"
He didn't mind explalininz to a man he 1liked as much ae

he 1iked Joseph. Joseph would have been surprised if he had been told

how much he was 1liked by the famous Road Commissioner, From the first,

Vedius Rusco had found the tall, darkly tanned carpenter, so far

removed in station from himself, a good companion, He en joyed Joseph's
’ &

quiet humor, his astonishing knowged?e and hies propser prilde. Rusco

had been at first surprised, then amufied and finally wholeheartsdly
approvinz, of a self-respect which not many people asserted when
facing a Roman of authority. He had been doubly approving when he

found that the attitude did not affect Jogerh'e friendliness,
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"I suppose," Rusco broke off, "you think I'm foolish to

sacrifice to more than one god? You believe that one god doss

i (]
everything, don't you.'

Joseph smiled, He could see what Vedius Rusco was leading

it~ 1}
Yes,

he said, "I do."

Just one, for everythinz?" Rusco satd;—=tmking hils head

0

"Don't you know the whole world is against you? It's a lot more

sensible to belisve in speclal gods for every thls and that, In

Babylon they used even to have EReaE¥kahulx Beelzebub to protect

azainst flies, I hate flies."
He was smiling, and Joseph laughed.

‘ULThe Cyreneans also-clalm a fly -g6dyThey.call-bin.




protect azainet flies, I hate flies,

"The Cyrencansg also c¢laim such a zZod,*-Fuseui
e, /they eall ham Achor,®

"Braoae,” Rusce sald, "end Bris both are sworn
gervents of Voden and wear Voden's i1ron necklacey, even abed,
.

But they esacmfice to dozens of pesky, melicious lesser gede.

ind how about our legione? Besadez all the old rods, they

gacriflice now to a new pne, ithraeg, out of Persia, A while

ack nobody ever heard of lMathras, Now thousands of priests

of him and hig 'thousand eyes, thousend ears, all know-

all powerful, -velihee-ebwberenyTor BEIEAHING L ..

"That 18 not the Lor
eserifice to ham," Joseph sard,

"I know, I knowl®" Rueeo saad, n.".-..‘i'r,ie:-:cc 18
none holy as God, there is ne roek like Him!' That's out of
your pwn book and your peop nave said 1t for thousands of
years,"

#The Lord wag the Le: én times ten thousand

"But your priests are just ac full of hocus-

pricete ol gode you gay are nothing," Rusco vb-

"Hecue-pocus?"
"All this sgtuff in your templel™
3 "i*Thie waste of rivers of oi1l; and thousends

rame, 'Y Joeeph quoted, %I know, One of our prophets

gpoke agalns long ago, He said that all the Lord asked of




us was to do Justly, and to love mercy and to walk humbly wilth
our god,"

"I used to watch your priests when I was quartered in

Antonia," Rusco said. "If I went from my orderly room Just a little

- LW b
Wl B

8 O S H
way along the collonade walk, I could ses alg@od~deal that went on,"

Fortress and Temple stood close together on top of Jeru-
salem's Mount Zion. The thick, towering fortress overhunz a precipice
which fell away to the north, The shining, lofty Temple, with its
spaclous courts and broad terraces stood south and east on a site
leveled out of the rock i1tself. So 1little distance separated
the two structures that smoke from sacrificial fires often stung
the eyes of Roman sentries., The colonnade » on the roof of which
Vedlus Rusco had walked, Joined fort and Temple,

Joseph had never thought of that walk from the fortress
belng used to look down into the Temple out of curiosity. It was
meant to be a quick avenue into the great Court of the Gentiles in
time of E{Ouble. When a hundred thousand were packed in the Court

on Feastf;iays, troutle could flare up in seconds, A single com-

plalnt agalnst a cheating money-changer could start 1it.
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the Court of the Jentiles through thﬁ\Juuon'z Court to mssme.
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eniy-men-may-stendy-end-tock-adreoss _ihe court. ol leracl pass-
the Altar of Sacrifice te the Holy Place, we are truly afire
with reverence, Ve feel ourselves alumost i1n the very dwelling
ace of the Lordg and nothing elce matters,”
Joseph paused,
"The dwelling place,; of course," he went on,
"is the Holy of Holies, and when we feel the power and the near-

1

of that, the tricke and priesie seem
unimportant,”

"Your Holy of Holies had one of our generals
puzzled," Rusco sald, "He had heard of i1ty and when he con-
quered Jerusalem before you and I were born he broke through

-

the curtain, hoping for gold and jewels, There was nothing at
all, just an empty room 288 high as 1t was wide and ag deep as
swels, or anything."
Joseph nodded,
there always nothing in %"

‘MWothang bvut the Loxrd," Joseph said,

“What?"

"The Holy of Holies 1s the Lord's dwelling place,"

“low I know why FPompey was 80 set dewn," Zusco

n :,_‘,t Om?:)e:f ':. #

"ifle was the one who broke in, He was & general

LShe wet hee Tutiwd PR L 2L

almost as great as Julius Caesar eazﬁhﬁxﬁagﬁéﬁﬁgw' T
o W A e \
lln \.'::-~ ‘.\\\ Fend Nadedy, o

—Joseph waited,




“The story's come to be a Joke among the legions,”

Rusco said, "When a soldier looks for loot but finds nothing we

say he's done a Pompey."

Joseph did not smile. And Rugce realized penitent-

.| '-E- '-."I\L.,“W

lyr that the tede might have been better left untold,

"I suppose," he said quickly, "now that your baby
and your tax paid, you'll be starting back to Nazareth as
you Tinish here,*

"Ho," Joseph answered, "The Law tells Hary to
make her purification rite in the Temple on the forty-first day
after the boy's birth, If we leave earlier she will have to put 1%
off. Some," Joseph smiled, "put 1t off untrl they happen %o be in

But the Law Bays after forty daye and
And," he added, "so do I3"
would I," Vedius Rusco agreed, "I'd want
done in order for iy ©on, too, And prayers help, maybe,®
store by prayers," Jogeph said,
grow thoughtful., “But in battle," he
Prayers than on me, I have to know
fellow'e sword and now to
somebody elge's Ehlleld With my owm sword or dagger or Javelin,
“1P8; too,; to know how %o use a sling, or a bow and arrow, The
Powerful praying man won't last long in g mx 31f he hasn'g
practiced using Weapong,"
"A leng long time ago," Joseph gaid soberly, "y

warned not to raise hand against one another who are

the Lord's image, 'Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man




ghed,' we were told.,"
*Yhose sheddeth man's blood,
bloocd be shed,'"™ Ruscop ¢ peated 1t, Then he

trace of exciltemen “If you maeke your living

1
18k ad

the sword will coet your life in the end; is tha " he asked,

"Then

like to hear him say that
eoundedy and Zueco admitted tall, seal-

lde and < above snd below &
Pastlay Intobrsd e T \CRehan,
She H7’C€di1 e t&uyhln front of Joseph,

DDA e“"‘\u“b _"r‘n':.‘: =
Rusco taepaebed 1t with
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breakfast toeday because of young Luclanius,

gEEUCe, BRAUBS gese yellow thinge called

rolle and

invitation of Rusco's

wae strange,

more he saveored - he better he liked 1t, He nodded,

grew "em from seed sent along

saugagens,"” Rusco & L 'A11 Geaul eats the thaings, Do you

“d
neny other people

"“Why not?" Joseph sai1d, "They're good,"
Candace stood waiting and her eyes; on her mas-
tender and luminous,

gwﬁjngﬂy&ﬂge=unﬁmuﬂan WOrds.. Auﬂu nwigﬂwnw_m

e G e

and*fe was amazed at hls_gqnnperChﬁtlun“ 'an Cgul &1?

\

Lt

eroeive such fhmgd; Towever shyly, howsver caxsfully, @




. they were veiled. Mary was forever happily prophesying a wedding

. because her sympathy and understanding were boundless. Hut he hdﬁ
never thought of himself as sympathetic and understanding, not |
Very. This love of Candace's must be plain for him to see it.
Of one thing he was sure; Vedius Rusco did not

see 1t. Vedius Rusco's love was all still given to the memory ofi
his wife. Joseph doubted that he turned at all to other women, |
and certainly he was wholly indifferent to this one although the ?

\ "Thank you, Candace," Heéﬁuazﬁreee said and é&ﬁ:nnig

A s e Tt &fuf}&ﬁﬁﬁﬁw )

left the room.

"I'm glad," he sald Junaiws tq Joseph, "that you
won't be starting back to Nazareth after tgz:doanmi; repaireﬂ;ls-ér“‘*r
There's lots for a carpenter to do around the villa. Basily
enough work for forty days."

He was too reticent to say more but his friendly
look gave Joseph the idea that Rusco would be glad to have him
around. Well, he enjoyed Vedius Rusco, too.

"We'll have more chances to talk," the Road Commis-

e e e %

sloner said, rising. "I®ve promised Deborah and Lucianius some

sword practiceb”ﬁfﬁe went out to the garden.,




Deep cooking hearths filled the kitchen
north wall, ¥ight all told, with cranes to swing big
li1ttle pots over the flmmeq)and roasting spits to hold, at need,
a whole plump pig or sheep, Xach hearth had a short flue to draw
off esmoke, for there was always ﬂmoka;aru behind each flue & paint-
ed snake writhed on the sooty plaster, ZXven now, with anger against
Hepte st11l at flood, those snakes recalled to Bria her satisiying
victory over two-~score silly superstitious servantis,

"Thank Woden,®" she had said to Bracae waen the
n

battle was won, "that you and I aren't such dupes of any god,

—_— e Bria's crew,.for.plouf. EeAS0NE.. RorR Ak ARk A

|ancestries, had urged live snakes unlimited in and arcund the new
Ev1lla‘s ki tchens, The Greeks had pointed out that in Atncné*:
. ot & honey cake qnce'a'ﬁonnh. The Jews
rpent qpoﬁfﬁ{ ch any Wilderness wan-
seded culy”rﬁ lo~k to be'éﬁred f a live snake's bite,

lomans had rem1ndea that aameﬁtlc akee were favored by

ztel vy gods without whose guardians 119 Broat. ev1l might befall

a1 Tl Ad N s
any sehold, Lne

Wwptiane linked the slimy zh;ngg with fer-

Oy an extension of characteristic 11 gkerish re

gif't of potency, All had war
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In the Villa FRusco servants and slaves were conceded
privileges and seldom hgeltated about claiming them, Vedius Rusco
was too consclous of his own beginning to force all his own
préBepences upon those whose pbsition in the household waram was humble,
and Brla and Bracae were too good-natured. Besides, Bria loved an
argument. Barring Nepte, all the slaves had been at the villa gso
long that they felt they had an interest in it which it was their
right to defend now and then, And for plous reasons born of various
ancestries, Bria's crew had wished to defend it with snakes.

They had urged 1llve snakes unlimited in and around the
new villa s kitchens., The Greeks had pointed out that in Athene's
temples resident snakes got a honey cake once a month, The Jews
had recalled Mose's fiery serpent upon which any Wilderness
wanderer needed only to look to be cured of sny 1ive gnake's bite.

The Romans had reminded that somestic snakes were favored by

tutelary gods without whose é?a&dianshﬁp great evils might befall

any house, The Egyptians linked the slimy things with fertility
and, by an extension of characterish lickerish thinking, with the
even more deslirable gift of potency, All had warned that trouble
was surs for any kitchen falling to welcome snakes, and feed

them,too.




~“roublewassure—for-any-krtchen-farling 0 —=8Rakes,. and
feeld tham, 100,
Taturally
rods
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a tame

Wil
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you pick?

wanted snakes and a stalemate was nesr when the key to victoxry

flasghed
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of Vedius Rusco,

All the bread, oil, olives, pickled
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gchool where
;o submit
Nepte had hoped that her yellow beauty might becoume
cessary to her master that she would be freed ol drudgery
hope had now been ruined and she wae open in her Iury,

Bria, even while planning punishment, granted

grudzingly that the Egyptian was not afraid, This concession

L
did not, however, beget mercy, Nepte deserved no mercy, ©She
had thrown away her luck, A mistress who never stuck needles

her! Who never had her beaten just for fun! Yet she had

3yl
done . what she had done}
o u T b ] 1 may T P
i 0u - ) < : 1. Tail over B

A

wonderful epithetsz she had ug f earl You've lived

your last day in this walla, 1f I know any thangi"

Ever since she had ordered the Lgyptian back
to the pans and pois Bria had besn looking for a chance to
talk te Bracae about getting rid of the girl, First, however,
there had beon breakiast to serve, NHow Bracae and his
friend, ¥icipsia, were eating bread and bacon agaln as
they had not stowed away mountaine of 1% earlier, E -4

-

fused to let such stuffing hold her back longer,
. 1.5

? ; “rtm.:-u,, Nefole

"Tou ..., fooll" she muttere Aggaln and/hurried
out to the courtyard where her man and the bread, sooly black,
whenever their mouths were emptied, were swapping boastis mixed
with exploeive oathe that by god ,.,. by thie god and thati
every last word was true,

Bracae swore by Voden, Like Bria he wasted no




gods,but slong wath censtant

time conciliating strange

to hig chief deity he made many fearful appeasements of
small fry, A man was fool who didn't, Rash doublers boin else=
where might deny 1%, but every man born in Gaul knew tiat every
forest, tree, bill, velley, stream, pool and reck was the home of
at least one spirit, usually spiteful or at any rate so touchy
that 1% could be stirred ¢ 3talia : g £l1ck-
a8sing 8 &y 5 hoever neglected any of them was
find himself in a mes what & [ the tree, hill,
gtream, pool or rock on whigh the careless {1l
plenty of them did, a whole clan of spirits.

corned Roman gods as he scorned Ioman ap-
~ _devotion to _ 4 2y I
in spite of his wewswep=es Vodius Jusco, ac stood fast
long pants of his own country, These had earned hin, Firet-
rF-gesk-El-on-and-henr-inadnrration, the nicknsme, "Bracae,” that
Thick-goled sendale on his encrmous feet had
. to hold the famous pants tight arcund his
ankles, : the walst up he wae bare, Xven his head was balde-

bare although he rTubbed 1t nightly with powdered denkey's teeth

yﬁlm¥restorar

and honey, a aranteed by Veden's usually reliable
druids,

Bracae lived under & double embarrassment., He was
childless as well a8 heirless, IEven though he and Bria wors Wo-
den's necklaces, they were childless, Technically, the necklace

ant %o be worn enly within those magic circles ruled by Vo
grim druids, but Bracae and Bria; always hoping, kept on

the evidence of their fealty even in bed,
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But

came

F 8103

"Tas

thaelnl 1[is I 3E d expressien

irom a 1 nd the tree would certainly have

e T e, - - I v & .
provably eavesdropping spirit,

the bow 1s the one

3 -

gald, glving Bracae's sword a look, "It ecan finish

can

even start,” 4nd wi @ Bracae ceontinued vo wWorry

offended the bow's tenant spirit Micipsia told how, once,

nie

how

tatd " c A vimwr i 3 W .| Y Y
many, = . HEll Wao 1ae g deal deatn ;.ulintl:}’

maybe wol 't believe [t was at 1le

fty without

hate say

00w Lad Won 9 1 ‘;JJ‘!}-UML‘A-J;“_‘_;_;_GC“! g 1 aht az4a1lns L = ok ' '}. -‘U-

3Ven a

gsaid, boldly refusing to worry loager over only

Spiris, I just heave
a whaple house and a whele
"Tou two, and your sworde and bowe and
impatiently. %"When I wee a girl ne one

you two together would have

ilad a

irls, by Anukul® Miecipeia said,

den't you leave her?"

Bria murmured complacently

-

s |
[ 8

one,"
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few arrows, black man] I have a private thing

hen Bracae faile glap the woman down for
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vivid string

Bria declared. "Bug

'8 clawed,

people,”
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in ten minutes
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"Legionnairesl® licipsia called te Bracaze in
Volce "A wanole bb;b—.‘.l..
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troop of the Tenth,'
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"Out for its monthly fleld 4rill." Under the strict discipline of
General Orfitus Procullnus, each cohort marched ten miles every
ten days and at least once a month spent a half day afield 1n

tough combat practlice,

]

N my

They're letting your two men and Nepte go past,” Micipsia
callsd, "No! The Pilus Prior is speaking to them."

"And Nepte certainly is making sure he remembers her,"
the cook cried,

Everyone ran to look,

Distantly down the slope which fell away from the villa
wall, the Egyptian stood invitingly close to an officer of pllus
prior rank., Nothing abtout her pliant pose suggested a dlszraced
glave,

But make no mistake, Brla thought, half in admlration,
half in disapproval of so public an exhibltion, she is making
him see that she 1s all woman,

"Trust the slut to get herself remembered," she said to
Bracae. "She'll manage even to tell him where he can find her,"

The watchers saw Nepte's two escorts draw her away.

"But she's still looking back et the Pllus Prior," Bria

"If he knows she is for sale, he might buy her, at that,"
Bracae said., "On a Pilue Prior'e pay, he can afford to,"

"Wwhat are they doinz here, this cohort?" Micpsia asked,

"

"Training..." Bracae started to explain, then broke off,

"By Woden!" he bellowed suddenly as the men and thelr leader came

closer. "“"Look who that Pilus Prior ig!"




advance

of

H

sald, "How about opening the

ne¢ the g le hurried out in

gveryone, He wanted a better look at the Pilus Prior.

he was muttering,
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catch-as~-catch-can crossbreeding,

A mongrel, Rusco had decided early and had seen the
record bear him out. From the beglnning Panth=ra had played
fa.orites when he was on top and had begged favors when he was
underteath. When rations were short, when prizes were divided, he
always came off wilth something extra, He always had an excuse, even
a downright 1le, for a duty undone, His mind was always on women,

any woman, And where other men might have been embarrassed, he

grew only boastful when his bottomless cravingcaused hls real name

to be forgotten and replaced by the name of the animal considered
the most concuplscent 1n nature,

Vedius Rusco's memory turned back to the recent night in
Sebaste, half way between Nazareth and Jerusalem, when Panthera had
affronted the young wife of Joseph, Vedius Rusco could still recall
her face., Indeed, he wondered 1f he wver would forget it,.

Panthera had coms to halt a rilot. Rlots grew up llke
weeds between Sebaste's Samaritans and Judean Jews. That%was why
Rome always kept soldlers in Sebaste, This riot had started in a
quarrel between a Samaritan shopkeepsr and a Sadduces, And having
parted the two chlef gquarrslers, exacting his bit of graft,
Panthera had put hls leglonnaires to dispersing the crowd that
had gathered and so had come on Joseph's party, who were on thelr
way to Bethlehem,

Not even a centurion had any right from Rome to stop an
innocent traveller and his wife, but Panthers had seen Mary, His

hinte and innuendoe had drawn a crowd of guffawing soldiers

her amx when Vedius Rusco and Bracae had ridden up.




Rusco had been staying over night in Sebaste and the riot had roused
him, And even though he was out of the Imperial army, his rank gave
him authority over s centurion, He had ridden between Panthera

and his victim,

"These people cannot be mixed up in the riot, Centurion,"”
he had said, and another thinz he remembered was the rellsf that
came into Joseph's face, and how his stronz hand had relaxed -+t=.

&t on the staff he was holding,

"No, but --" Panthers had fumbled.

"Suppose then that we let them go along,"

1]

If the Commi ssioner will let me explain --

] ]
"Go ahead." Rusco was softly reasonsble., "Do explain,

"Well, the Commiesioner knows the funny story going around,

About a --," He glanced at Mary, so plainly near her time.
"Oh, that?" Vedius Rusco was still softly reasonable
because his anger was growing,
"Well, 1t's Just 1ike I told you, Herod --." Panthera
rubbed suddenly swesting hands Kagakixax against his cloak, "If therele

anything to -- he'd 1ike to know., I guess --,"

\
iﬁTﬁ Know what ?"

"Now, look, Commissioner! The kind of thing people say
1s golng to happen might mean trouble for Herod a few years from
now, and I mean trouble. So if Herod knsw where to look soon
enough--,"

"Look to people like this?" Rusco did not think it necessary

to explain thet he knew Joseph from the latter's work in the villa,

It was enough that here were only harmless travellers,




"Well," Panthera exploded, "It could be this woman's,

Just as well as néﬁt It could be any woman's,"

It was then, at the absurdity of pinning such a story on
Joseph's wife and at the greater absurdity of tryinzg to take down
the names of all women due to bear children in the next few days, oOr
weeks, and so complle a 11st which Herod might check, that Vedius
Rusco had sent Panthera back to his quarters,

Panthera was , Rusco decided looking toward the hill on
which thd4cohort Wes sprawled, not only a monzrel and a plece of
filth, but a fool to boot. He was good enouzh in combat -- a
cYEELy, brutsl fighter -- although never too good unless the gight
was golng hls way. But he got 1ittle respect from his men, As a
leader of a century, a hundred soldiers, hs might do, but he was
not half good enough to lead a cohort, Then why the promotion?

But because Rusco knew Helius Naepor, he thouzht he knew
the answer to this question., The Primus Pilues was up to one of
the grafting deals he was forever plottinz, He’fieeded at least
one cohort leader whom he could send down any path,

What path, Ruseco wondered, eying the Eighth in ite brief
moment of rest, What path did Naepor plan for Panthera?

Seelng that he had attracted the attention of the master

of the villa, Panthera saluted Rusco and swaggered forward.




CHAPTER ©SEVEN

I'..' o, P Y

Panthera's swagger and thﬂﬁao~you-want-to-%hma:.-

something-of-1t smile on his d==ds usually sullen face, was

OO Xy A

his way of ee%&engmat&eﬁﬁann-xsmxh@mﬁae% that now he was as

gooj a8, practically, anybody. In Sebaste he had been only a
centurion of least rank, The HImperor Augustuse's road comuls-
s1oner could meke him jump through any hoop, How he was one

of the elite officers of the Legion, Yow he was very different
from the humble fellow who had not dared defy an order to stop
baiting Joseph's party. His bold inspection of Deborah and
Candace, and especially their uncovered arms

a very different Panthera indeed,

"I hope," he said, "that we haven't made %00
much noise, I put the cohert into a praclice charge along the
hill and they got a little out of hand," The words geemed nat-
ural enough, but the tone said that anybody who didn't like 1%
could lump 1%,

"You didn't bother us at all," Vedius usceo
caid pleasantly, He meved forward a dozen paces to put Deborah
and Candace too far behind te call for introductions, ILucianius
and Bracae followgﬂ, and Miclipsla followed them,

"The Tribune Warcus Seclator Lucianius,® Rusco




gaid, "1s Just up from Egypt and I believe your general plans
to give him some duty in the Tenth,? He knew Orfitus would
wigh, himgelf, to reveal the particular duty, Orfitus always
wanted to reveal, himself, the particulars of every assignment
in the Tenth,

} T
0aig

Panthera nodded indifferently, too full of

own glory to be i1nterested in any new younz stranger, DBut his

ersietent smile now asked for some acknowledgement of his pro-
motion, And 1t would have been quite 1n order to, at least, in-
vite him into the villa for wine, for a congratulatory gohleEAto
makk hie newly won place amocng the chief combat officers of s
Sep¥, Rusco's 0ld leglon,

Rusco, however, had despised the centurion who
annoyed Joseph and Mary at Sebaste and he despised no less the
swaggering Pilusi Prior,

"When I was with the Tenth," he sald smoothly,
"the Bighth Cohort was one of the best, at fighting or drill,
Wi1ll you show ue how good 1% 1s now?"

"Glad to," Panthera drawled and his sleepy

went, %o Deborah and Candace, runming over them like an in-

Rusco turned, "Haybe you ocught te go back to
the villa," he said to his daughter, "And take Candace with you.
You both can wateh, 1f you like, from the balcony,"

The girles turned willingly away, shepherded by

Bria, Vedrus, as the men strolled toward the legionnalires,

gpoke disarmingly of the value of combat practice, Panthers,




aware of the double snub, looked sullen, but arriving at the

cohort, he strove for his old swagger. Ie turned to smile

meaningly back at the balcony where the girls had now appear-
ed,

"You trasin Amazong in your villa," he
loud enough for the nearest soldiers to hear,

Ruseo said nothing,

"And every man 1n every leglon envies them,"
Panthera went on, epeaking louder, Plainly he had an idea
which pleased him more than his promise of a show by the cohort,
"1 myself would give anything to learn what Vedius Rusco Philip-
picus can teach, I don't suppose you'd care to give me a lesson?"

Ruseo colored slightly. He recognized the intent
of the new Pilus Prior to iupress his mens but could 1t be that
he really wanted a fight? Even a practice fight was Tisky! Did
he really believe that his youth and bulk were sure to wan against
the older ekill and experience of a Fhilipplous?

Rusco was almoet slarmed to feel an old familiar
elation rising, He smiled, and Bracae understood that his chief,
as always, was taking fire at the approach of an enemy,

Rusco was taking fire all right, but he was also
telling himgelf that he was too old to respond to the mixture of
fun, fear, calculation, rashness and rage which the hint of cone
flioct had aroused in him from his first days as a recruit,

You have seen thousands at your age go down before

younger champions, IThey glowed up., You have slowed up yourself,

He told himeelf this and was pleased that he had




sense enough to keep his mouth shut, but the old elation went
right on rising, He held his silence svo lonug that Panthera
swaggered wider, tipping a wink to the men nearest him,

“Yes," he said, "I'd like a lot %o learn what
he 1331UE' | 01d chanplon could teach me,

Bragae burst into laughter, Micipsia squeaked
derisively and Lucianius stared in cold coniempt, but %o Rusco's
chegrin the muramr vhlch ran along the colhort was not, in the
main, derisive or contemptuous of Daat“ura\zﬂsuﬂﬂnnunn There
was even a hint, nlxe ﬁlth the pleasure whigch leglionnalires &al-
waye felt at the gﬂﬁﬁtﬁi¢i¢y of any sort of scrap, that perbaps
their big new comuander was the one To prove that after many years
the great ex-Primus Pllus was finighed., Zvidently Panthera
thought e,

The old elation rose higher., Rusco called him-
gelf the biggest fool unhung, but 1t went en T E1ING 1n splte of
muscles waich not omly had to be slower but felt slower,

*I probably couldn't teach you a thing," he sald
with a modesty in reverse of his mood, "1've Desn outb of things
fg7 n eouple of years and even then I was pretty old for such
gtuff,

Panthers could be modest, too, and mean 1% just
ag little,

"But of course Vedius Rusecp Philippiocus isn't
just any old-timer turned out to pasture with his bonus and good
service diploma, You must have quite a lot of skill left.,"

“guite a let?* Bracae's bellow brought a couple

of recruits ereet in alarm, but Rusco only smiled amigebly.
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"Plenty ox-n&é—&aaewe probably could give me a
good lesson,®

"I am asking for a pr1v11abe as woll as a legson,"
TNy Wmansl 1. H«.iz,(_ el

Rusce laughed., %haﬁw%h@mhqitﬁ Huseles were ale

ways muscles and his felt fine,

"I would be proud, all my life, just to be sble

to say 1'd crossed swords with the great Philippious.”ry .
o .
o s L hion.
You don't want just te cross swords, eentarrgﬁﬁ

fou want to show me wp., Meybs yuu even want Yo stick me, by acci-

dent of course, bul the deeper the better, becauge then your go-

—— . -+ ro st

hort would roally admt that you were boss.

"Swords!®" Rusco pretended smazement., "One of us
night get hurs,"

to take my chances!" Panthera winked

"Let's Just get VYows and arrowe and shoot at a mark,
Haybe I can teach you a thing or two sbout a bow, and some day you
might thank me,"

"Roman weapons are good enough for me,"

"How wait]! How about the sling? I'1l1l Ty to give
you a lesson with the sling and you might thank me for that, too,
some day,"

"I've watched these muxiliaries who are called the
WOI 1d's best slingers,” Panthera said soornfwlly.'&Those Balearic

s !.‘, n .4* \r‘("‘&)‘t‘ on,

Island sger$iesy~ I1'1l stick to sword, dagger and javelin,"

Lucianius epoke up, N=suges., "If Panthera wants

a lesson so much, let me try to give him one,” It wasn't, of




course, as though his own father were steppinz out of fat

middle-age to play champion. Vediue Rusco was so lacking in

any look of middle-age that it waes hard to believe he wes al-

most as old as Marcus SeclatoEAbut Rusceo also carried a burden

of years which might impose an unexpected tragic penalty,

"Why not Micipsial" Micipsia squeaked, "I'l

1
word the man, bow the man, wrestle the manl®

Panthera laughed.,

"I'll give you a lesson," Bracae said z'olldly
and no one could mistake hig offer for a joke.

"He'll have to put up with me," Rusco said
lightly. He decided that he didn't feel a day over twenty-five,
He glanced around the cohort and off to one sade found a gaall,
geparate detachment and raiesed a hand in delaghted greeting,

"Arrius! Arrius MNessalal ‘1 thought you'd re-
tired., %hen did they call you back?"

A centurion, full of wrinkles and gray hair,
who stood at the head of twenty-five veterans in the de tachment,
gquared age-thickened shoulders at such warmth from so famous a
comrade,

“In September, Primus Pilus!" His use of the
0ld title told how far back the comradeship ram, "They called
me back to lead this independent umit.,” He wavedi up to a asmall,
square banner, "And last week they brought ue on from Africa
for duty with the Tenth,"

"And under your own vexiliuml!® Rusco looked to

bannexr as he held out an affectionate hand, "When were we to-




gether last? Waltl! It was waen we fought under
1 .3 P s tha Deamsi o
Tiberiuse all the way from the Ruhone to the Damube,

"Clean into Pannonial®

PRl

"And what no-holds-barred fighters those Pan

nonitane werel"

hig gleaming cui-Dae®

HMessala

R W, Rt £
nardened leather 'Remember 1t%

asked,
"Should

"You gave "After you

cui down that Pannonian chiq harged our eagles, You took

it off himl®
"I did, at that!" Rusco laughed, "And you certain-

ly needed 1t because the Pannenians had

"I never fixed this
went through,"™ Messgala said, “"but 1

"And good enocugh f e likes of me," Rusco gard,
"Will you loan 1%t to me for a little while. and your helmet
shield and weapong9"

"They're all yours!" Messala eried and could not
caneck a proud glance around 1 2f I do say 80y you couldn'g
have better The BWord 1= +he i, 2 TV 3 Nnaer Tyhawsssa B
- > S mRELW 18 he one I garried under Liperius,

Rusco laughed Zlation ran higher ang higher,

more strongly than !
i f P ‘-l- - rp—— = [ o o - - i % -+ - e A
He felt/ssmen the grand fam ar confusion of emotion whach he
well knew he ought to de

"Aren't you going %o send for your own gear?"

Lucianius protested,




b4 sn aldee
"sxziwe and I are of a size," Rusco said easily.
A little of Panthera's cswagger ran out at such

light treatment of the imminent meeting, Culrass, shield,

sword and dagger were important, If a cuirase chafed, i1f a

gshield was not balanced or felt awkward on the arm, if weapons
were not right -- 1f any of these details was out of Xilter-—
the difference could hurt and if all of them were out 1t might
mean the difierence between winning and lesing.

“Go 1n and get your own metal," he sald To

¥

Rusce, "Take all the time you want,"

s '.u.,_-“f--'c

“I'm.ééé&é%ﬁ,“ Rusco said, the high mood ring-

ing WS in his voice,

He finiched sarming with the help of threc ex-

lesgsala inspected the fit of armholes and tightened

%o snug the bresstplate along his ribs, Iicipsia ad-

the broad, sporranlike leather which hung between his
legs, Bracas would not approve eword, dagger and shield until
Rusco had tried the balance of the weapons and banged the shield
hard to test 1t for an invisible crack,

The recruits of the cohort were eyeing ranthera
admiration but the older men, Rusco was pleased %o note,
eyeing one another with cautious grins,

"Five silver denarii on the Primus Pilus,;" Mes-

"o, twelve!" He had emptied his pouch,

S1x recrults huddled and turmed up enough

brass, copper and silver to make eight and a half denarii.

"I won't take all your money, babies]" llescsala




danshad—ed, refused the small change, "On Vedius Rusco Philipe
plcug,; twelve denariil”®

"On Panthera, eight d X ' gried the recruits?
spokesinan,

"I don't even feel right laying you twelve to

it," Messala sgid in mock-mournfulness,

@LENE," MHes:

- :
Jaen 414 an independent evocat¥ under his own vexilium need to

knuckle down %o a big show-off like this ona?

=]

‘How far 18 this to go?" Bracae demanded.

o' Panthera said virtuously, "y
lesson,”
Bracae said,
"We'll quit any time
‘And we'll start any time ;
He looked back at the balcony,
away Uo hear what was being said

06 what was gZoing on, Both were

Ruasee waved,
"Hold onl" Lucianmius cried, "Do you mean to

keep thuse on?" He pointed protestingly from Ruscce's seft shoes

W

. PR, L] ) T e -
- yavidharvratae halinay e
0 FAIIGAECLA & LOLDIOGAL LS e

The latter were a brutal weapon in close

g0 badly that the owner

fighnting, <YThey had crushed many & 100% 80

amed for 1if And they might accidentally do harm even in

was lamed
a fmendly set-to But Susco smiled, %I don't mind,"
"Isn't thag just for fun?" Panthera asked, trying

Lud¢ianius's mountain,

VAE UL




"Of course 1t 18, ® Rusco agreed, YAnd I've
, wdiim Ty % e » -
fought in mgeesd? shoes before, There were times, when I was ¢
i Y, % E‘}
young and broke, that I couldn't aflord W@-“'-d\

i | SR
ﬂ‘i WAMe ¥ T
YT bk BT W LA o SRR B e

oarTTnrY

et
1 LR e -k b b o . . o o 3 £ 2t raay ed
Aeminded thaat Augustus 'eg road cpumiggloner nad

in th

theizr own, the six gambling recruits were washed with one of

i

those emoilonal waves which turn logie topsy-tur 4Lt lngpiryed
the glorious dream that they might rise to his high level and

J =3
their young hearts, in spite of their eight denarii, began to

hate 2t legTa who wap about te attack thelr drean,

0T 19 o ana H Bmnssd e — Avad T wand
g’ ' L4 FECLEVEE LTACHEG SN oUCel s ROG & WEaAL

obey on the dot when I comzand, TGround POINTS!!

you'll De more likely net te get huri.* He addressed

can c*mm. on me, " Danu%era or’omicad

yeo He tr’xe for an aﬂ”‘ul “‘ﬁammeve _.e_l«:new e 3 4
SRS BRI -SR-S PH Sl ity S e T110% the shoes had lost
uhat his r‘ﬁaw :ﬁQ‘L”BQﬁGHt would
some peopular faver and hoped RXEXu i s
%ersuajn at leact a fnw th at hm m'ac‘, 1n epite ot‘ the c»hoaQ & g

——— L e

whweReeee, falr a filghter as anJ man coul-i be,
"I 11_stop on

| PITa TOkY
L eCO decivnadUiL g

wonderful mood which he oughs




Panthera did everythinz by the book

everything well, He settled into position

ready to thrust forward or up or

dovn beceuse
old Greek technique of always using the edge had

tile peint was paramount,

-~

8 hneavy dagger by the bladse,

something new, but also by the book, The

m e neck-gcarf, leaving the hilt bare for

logt hig sword or got iuto guarters %oo

weapon, Bent, springy knees made move
M A% ev  up

éasy, Thie was

o Yon b B
sng lefly

:-L 1in ]
strap.

dable,

was foo relaxe

He locked as quick
book, either,
between two fingers, by the hilt,

that Vedius Rusco could seize throw 1t

Ha Aueeo
\1 1 IJ.G |?f.:‘|.

YREADY!Y Bracae commanded,

Panthers nodded, Rusco

g = -y A .
L L€ P @ Dabox @il o

Sweat broke out on lLucianug palm Micipsia




faced a sword, Bracae hardened his

to give snap to his next command, The cohort sighed

The men were well matched. Panthiers was young-
er, 8 lisvie heavier and taller and hies reach wes longer,
Rusep was deeper chesgted and more strongly muscled, Panthera

end breathing audibly, Rusco was expressgl

nowhere and everywhere,

iracae cyried,

feinted,; then drove & swift long-point,

without sifeing his
ieggala's veterans.,
under snd around, but
gkillfu

gtride go long

ghifting
thly and quickly,
and  then
straignt T the belly and for once 1% secmed
and Micipsia whinnied,
But the edge of Rusce’s shield came out of nowhere to ring against

Panthevra'es blade & few 1 38 front of the hilt and Bracae

nlow would ? s ool
2LOW Wou knocked

ther soldie but Panthera hung on
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eripple for lifel" stomped again and was
trite, virtuous apology when he knew he had mis
time, Then, 1ncredibvly, he was 1n retreat,
Rusco wae not, after all, too tired to stand

Il

or even %o counter-attack., And thie was a different Rusco,
Thig wae not the smiling make-belleve opponent of the Iirst
five minutes, This was as unmlistakable an avenger as

tempted foul had been unmistakable, And now Panthera dlscover-
ed what oldsters meant when they saird that Vedius Rusco Philip-
picus was the best,

That other mortal man could be ag good
This wae a terror, long-fanged and flashing like a wolf,
wae 1mplacable, living dezath,

As fearful now as he had been confident, Panthera
tried, like Rusco, a calculated retreat but when he attempted to

two paces he wag driven back six, He tried to circle

his curve cut by a blade slashing from a dozen points

at once, He tried to stand s 3raund& and, knowing himself already

branded for a disgraceful foul, he swung a shameless sword at Rus-
co's unprotected shinsg but found 1t stopped by another dozen
slashing blades, He leaped mightily to buy a little relief, And
now he discovered that he had under-ectimated the dagzer. The
damned thing came at him end-over-end. He got his shield up

but the heavy blade hit and came through like a spike through

a plank, menacing his face and by 1ts weirght spoiling the bal-
ance of his shield,

H1e fear chanzed to terror as he realized that




he wae helpless, He had been tricked i1nto his backward leap

& balky horse was ever backed intec a £tall. Rus-
him at will and hig leap had provided the pre-
in which Rueco had been able to stab sword into
grasp dagger and hur’ and catch up sword again,
And now the swo: was coming at him again,
own sword down and Rusco's shield émashed his own
ghield back until the projecting blade of Ruses's damned dagger
wae at his eyes and the point of Ruseco's sword was entering his
cuirase, was through, was into his very flesh,
Panthera told himeelf that he wag a dead man,
In wild terror he leaped back once more until the helf inch of
Rusco's sword was pulled free of his belly, Turning he blun-
dered into hig own tittering troops and instantly realized what

such a flight confessed, Ie turned to blunder back, hoping he
appear that nothing more than a proper caution hagd 54%4&§
away, He was sick with sham and full of hate and
sword jand & nd the titters around him
ft he gwore
againgt Rusco 1f he died, but he found
himgelf facing an adversary who was once again egsy~going, and
smiling and even agsin faintly apologetic,
geeped from

Bracae, and

POINTE!" Bracae roared
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" GROUNDY POINTSH

Vedius Rusco touched earth wath the tip of
sword,

smile on mg lips,

Panthera hesitated, in uncontrollable rage

3racae shouted and
the nearest soldier's shield and javelin, etepped in front of
Panthera, "Ground foo

from me, too%"

Fanthera lowered eword and, as hig mind
came back under contrel, prayed his instant recovery from
terror had deceirved the

cohoxrt, out a hand and Ewaggered
up to Rusco,

1t this time,"
and honed

ence velieved
time"™ meant

n again,

/e'll do 1t again, you say," Rusco
but although only a little while before his
to fall evefh;hcrﬁjnn did not now seem to see
and the "Pilus} Prior knew that he had his

his new rank did not glive ham daring eno:

5140

certainly will, soon," he zaid and turned

Wi wa
away , RUueco even more than in 1868, natlngil'r
li1fe, motioned a corporal to stand

14 &8t
uw

Fall in!" he roared,




And even the men who had tittered leaped to obey.
Ever Messala hﬁSﬂﬂQﬁanM didddng-to.ohalienge.-thecohordls.
aemm&n&e@@ﬂmﬁgﬁéh@ had a 1ittle trouble covering up a smile
as he iiclped Vedius Rusco out of the borrowed geaaf‘anﬂ indi-

cated L%§ intention to delay his detachment until he -haé finish-
s

ed.  Phis was the right of any leader who flew his own vexlilium.
"Forwa-ard

'He 's marching
ed. A conscientious young of

)

11)treatment of the ranks.
'‘He doesn't know whether he's standing on his feet or
swelled head," Bracae said.
All Rusco's fine elation was gone.)
ﬁﬁéﬁ.wtf did i Qo.ﬁuf.afnmy way to make & tougher

wondered. Abruptly he told himeelf agalin that he was

- pPeborah-eame-fiying -throaghthe gate-and rushed <

1‘,

ather's arms so impetuously that he sald ":hoo-sh”

5

m br i rih beamed behind
soft with relief ami

Rusco thought of Joseph, mdllinb in
:. . o I—"L\ —:. Loy
i the dining i Uq ;”:u 1l this hullabaloo. Jesepl, ﬁe rememn-

S
Bl
ey,

| bered, was temy, too. He~degided he would go and

talk with Joseph.

too 0ld for such horseplay as he had Jjust engaged in, He greatly ™

regretted the whole affalr,

E,en without the duel he had had enoucgh tough enemles,

Panthera had been a2 toucgh enemy becesuess of Sebaste and now, of
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course, he would be a tougher, Naepor was touzh, merely because of
hls anclent envy and now, perhaps, he would be tougher with speclial
cause., Thie scheme of hisg -- if there was a scheme -- would be hurt

In the degree that today's defeat made Panthera a less valuable

took

And tougher than ten thousand Naepors was Herod,
T. N
=

€
WA )

Vedlus Rusco was, day in and out, a man whqnnever Tetc
bbwee®f rogret yesterday or dread tomorrow. But now pessimiem
swept him, e had had no warrant, he thought, for declding that
morning that he was in no real danger of Jjoiningz the long row of
Herod's bleached victims, Herod would not, probably, strike
openly ageinst a Roman of consequence., But Just'let the tyrant
find half an excuse, Just let him even think he had found one!

Rusco shrugged and shook off his forebodings as DebOrah
came flylng through the villa gatse, His whole troutle, he decided,

was that he was tired, But when d1d he ever before even reslizse

that he was tired, let alone admit 1it.

She rushed into his arme so impetuously that Rusco eaid
"Who-o-sh!" chiefly tecause her breastplate banged him breathless,
but a 1little to blow away his depression, Bria came teaming behlind
and Candace brought up the rear, her face brikht with rellef and
adoration, In theeyes of his women, Bedius Rusco thought, smiling,
he was sti1ll invincible,

But three names clankled 11ke a mewaedme chatn somewhere back
in his mind, Herod -- Nasepor -- Panthera,

Rusco remembered Joseph, working in the dining room
through all the hullaballoo, Panthera, he recalled, was Joseph's

ensmy,too. He would 2o and talk with Joseph,




CHAPTER EIGHT

Salvidiniue Muso, tall, pink-cheeked, with a long, foxy
face, walked toward Panthera's orderly room in the barracks near
the Joppa Gate. The Tribune, still confident that he was Deborah's
preferred suitor, had returned from leave in Caesaria, &n the
coast, to find an urgent call to a meetlng.

In the sunshine outside the baracks soldlers were cursing
or rejoicing over thelr luck at dice played on the pavement pat-
terns. The orderly room was dim at first, but Muso made out Panthera,
and Panthera's new woman andtggg big, gross Hellus Naepor.

The Primue Pllus was seated at a table, his hesvy shoulders
bowed over a goblet of wine, and Muso glanced with distatte at the
dribbled tunic, He seated himself so that the broad purple band
of his own ilmmaculate tunic was consplcuous., Patriclans, alone,
were permitted the broad band, Equestrians were permitted only a

narrow ons, and pleblans 1like these two none at all,

Muso's usual air of condescension was, 1f possible, more

marked than ever to keep the others from making capital out of the
fact that they had summoned and he had come. He had not dared tell
them to come to him, he needed monsy too much, and now he walted
impatiently for one of them to state the flgure,

Helius Naepor kept silent, offended as usual by Muso's
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expression, because 1t sald that even a Primus Pilus was favored

beyond his desserts to be on famillar terme with a scion of one
of the oldest patrician familles of Rome,
Patriclan beggars. Neepor knew of the Emperor's handouts
to the Muso clan, along with handouts to scores of other impoverished

aristocratic families,
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Before beginning the difficult business of placling the

L] - I + A\
Chief's Eunuéh's proposition before Muso, Panthera stood for a

moment, hls sleepy e¥yes anjoyagly'inspecting his new possesslon,
Some, at least, of the rumors nicked up months earlier from ths
Cyrenalican auxiliaries about a then unknown wonder, had proved to
be true, Liars though Cyrenalicans were. they had not exaggeratted
his skills, He was grateful that thelr description had 1le@ him

to recoznize Nepte outsids Vedius Rusco's villa. He had made the
purchase of a 1ifetime,.

What luck for those auxiliaries to have had her travel
with them from Egypt. He could only wonder at thelr willlnzness
to release her to the Idumean wifow, But he did not doubt that
she had pleased the wildow; nor could he doubt the determination
of the widow's kin to send such incendiary property to the slave
market. But how about the Cyrenalcans stories of Nepte's earlier
achievemente? Was she, truly, the cast-off of a disgraced family?®
The firebrand of a Memphis house of love? The corrupter of the
chief priest of the trinle Osiris in Memphls? The last offense
would explain the willingness of a girl so well equipped to becoms,
briefly, a camp follower of auxiliaries. Panthera wondered, looking
down as Nepte olled her incredible hands, until Hellus Naepor
grunted impatiently.

Gingerly then, the Pilus Prior began the necessary ex-
planations while Salvidinius Muso zkrekxadx cautlously stroked his
purple band and Naepor continued to slouch over the goblet of

wine, Chiefly, Panthera trled to make it plaln kAxiLxBASKZEZXLEBXX




that most of the job would fall upon

hardly need to be around,”
1

"You can go back to Caesarea or anywhere you like,

88 you eome in with
"How much?" Muso asked, a quick tongue

his mouth, It was the sign of money-hungry man testir
“Edw U (89 77 & 9PN St e o Y - > o o RO
fyYavo, of zold,
Pilus took care of that end,"

- - - | TR — P 3 £ "
fAnd you know a better man

BQUEeEeBLY out the last copper,”

“How much?"
17 o de =1 118 Y 1
Ld KOG ten MOUCEIH0 (UG-

narii,

"How much for you?"

griewisge at

of

&

not i1nterested at all,"”
an Haepor was being paid five

tiousand denaril more than he earned as Primus, in a whole year?
"Even a patrician can do a lot With ten thoueand,

"B Xy XATART AN DY R XD DREIRIDE PR X X2 X

L

L

Hot to mel"

antaera war - a na ney migat throw in

something, They probably uld sq ze Tai for a little extra
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But the offer was not hip alone to mi -
The Primus Plillus nslﬁcd himcelf to another drink
S pRXLRZLEXEADZ Rz X oXz WL XnxAnnx Lhoxe xnlz X 2 X2RDEXX
in silence,

XZR222X2RIXERZRBRAFY ¥
Now Salvidiniue Muso did get up, his pink face hot, He

"XZNARLEXERZTEERX
got almost to the door.

mueh

“Eross Primue Pilus helped himeself to

Ry
L T

How Salwvidiniuse Musge dad get up Pﬂlé’}lﬂk
a8 e 8 20 L -8 &S SovEhe-doory
Naepor threw 1n a
*Do you know you're being
whirled @
pgt any time
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BOoNeae Kol 1 Ee L0 & Aead wWilllie YO were in

Cascarea, Vedius Rusco
the General transfer me at Vedlus Rueco's
"Why would VedluBxZNEXDXWINLZ XEXAXBREIETTEARR

+ ntl

HugpXERLRYX redusst’ Mus

tuous triumph, A word now

aepor withheld the word for a moment, Ile knew -
e A T rru - T T ; e B | e e , T £ I o ¥ T e
he had known s—eg-lesrt all along that 1T he did net bring

Huso 1n, his own release would De easy e would need only to say




that he and Pt puld no : alone Then he uu.'L“ be

free of this
feeble clash of ¢
Mk he knew that
thousand denarii
Commissloner " he said, answering liuso's

"has a young friend who hage been in Egypt. He didn't lik

wag an en n the Lenth, Or-

being kicked outl"
tvoutre
lator Luclanius 18
ropes he'll re-
you here,’
"]l remeuber hlm,
Greek bra arcus Seclator adopted i1'm being kicked out
thick 1ips spread in a
g promoted,” '.:-"in.':;u.\.;_ ilu*o
homelees scabby Greeck bratl®

blurted,

grinned more
For the first time \ o f thise intervi c..f he

found gomething\to please hin “He's living at Rusco's villa,"

’~.‘.~*’
"Rusco's villa®"
"Haven't you called there since you gol Dack:

livang thare, You thouzhnt of
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gce daughter,; didn't

w80 curced

8k a little help of Baechus, teo," Naepor

- oy

pald, pouring and still grinning, "He'll dry their throats

i

1ayve, 1f you agk, WVWhat could be worse?
Unsmllingly, liuse called on Bacchus tc 8

nis egon Luclianiue and

TE"

Lne god
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Chance for what%? Muso

- pone ¥z X2oU K AXe XA K X Cﬁ
4% "With Vedlus Rueco," Mu eo rﬁwf

too," Panthera said,
mean you don't see how?"
i r;(1ldl..1 -t;']_{‘_:. .‘{“{;Vﬁid‘bl "Jl'.i..,l o
word sure to bring
ghould he turn this ps lovse eon
Vedius as much

- 1. gl T AP 2 o 9
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2 NAac admired Vv UL,\}; e ail

his Yyfe he hpd wanted to

with weaponeg but bes
way that made men godel themse
— malry o
own making

although

T s - gkt . -
Helius Haepor 1

gignpost of hie own eresction ever wa




They walited, thelr sagerness as pleing € writing, Muso

licked his mouth testing a flavor slmost as trresistable as monsy.

Even greed was hardly greater than hlis wish to even up with the
\;.':-"._:.-‘:‘ 'S
man who had cost him his,post s the Eighth Cohort, Panthere's

eyes hardened, He was seelng himself revenged for every defeat
guffered at Vedius Rusco's hands.

Naepor let them wait, He witheld the revelation as he
had earller witheld the blt of news sure to bring Musc into the
lot. Impulses clashed again, Why, he found himself wondering,
did he want to turn thls raecally palr loose on Vedlus Rueco., Did
he hate Vedius as much as that? Hate? He backed away from the
word, He had admired Vedius all hie life,.

All his 1ife he had wanted to be 1ike Vediue Rusco, not
merely best with weapons, but best also as Vedlus was best, 1n a
way that made men model themselves after him, The Road Commissloner
lived by a code of his own making, and sesinz this men sald, that

is how I want to 1ive. although they seldom did more than make a

start,
Heliues Naepor hever had had a code, No moral signpost

of hls own erection ever warned agalnst temptation,
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anthera pulled
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d like to get a torch to 1t with 1ts Road Commissl oner and
that Bracae inside And as for Bria and Candace and

cioug Deborah!" She drew awa j from Panthera to make

"'rohi_r* a
ture with which the women éhﬁ&ﬂﬂﬁu@ﬂﬂﬁﬁi brothels

3tom
"l

They all laughed, They

pat+iclan
I'l do 21t}" Huso squared his /shoulders

"Let me have my advance now, I'm a little
"I've got two thousand for you,"

"And you'll have elght more coming,"

all around," Panthera

paln pleasurably under her nose

in ineftant, then i ught goolets,

Helius Naepor loocked tarough slitted eyelids

while Panthera poured,
Luck,
W laay S v ) caa ' Sai d e 3 - L
Dmmgneoex xupt Panthera sald and handed him the

Hellus
"Nol"/Naepor sa1d, TEven being accorded prece

o -

dence & patrician could not make 1t go down, "I've got a

that can't wait, Have your drinks, ("1l have mine

e hurried out,

ave mine laster, out I'l]l have Lo work up

o 1%, think hard about those faif

+
o -

Ieen thousand denarii

: 3fore 1 be gble to drink, g¥sh«wxibx
to luck with
KAREAEX REHx RARAR X WLOEE




Th hree Magl were courteously careful to.reach the
The gﬁhﬁxu.ﬂagx would HAVE 6rTered Every civ-
o & alacce aruealem'e al a !
;ffa?mgkiaafuoéha 1£ia%snuéaéﬁété§§hbéﬂé'&S%ggé Jpit SBSbSE g1 o 700
had set, Their gentle code would have called on them to offer every
;ﬂﬁ&aﬂlhlﬁhmﬂﬂll.x«w&wMﬁﬁtﬁrﬂlkyqAaﬂﬁy“Uﬂﬁbmﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁ&&ly"ﬂar&m
civility even to the falsest daeva from the deepest pit of their
fat—eo— Tvachwm;;raasmaa&eev»ﬂm&amalm%: gect-nrdi-promyt-
Zorodgstriaen hell. But they had teen careful also to come preparsed
Lr.ai-She-heur-leredhadeety "Rutﬁtﬁﬁywoam@mpr@p&@a&mﬁe%4whﬁﬁu
for any bolt the tyrant might loose, They were prepared for enything
o eP—the—tyRantls—ePuRol i nE - RGN 2ht—CoRIPETOR 2 FINK ZHENK W
he might do, because they knew
everything about him,

All the longz road from Persia they had forehande
edly sifted a great store of information, and after Herod's sum-
mons ceme to them at Jericho they had uncovered more, IThey knew
that he was an Idumean, & scoffing convert to Judaisum, practis-
ing 1t only from e: ency, They knew how widely he was hated
and where he was ha most, They knew of his amditions, evi-
denced by his endless public works rising east, weet, north and

south i1n honor of uasaa? Luguatusu They knew of his ruthlese as-

J-\_{..p.a,- --»b

gignmente %o ;eemeﬁ ﬁﬂuﬂﬁ&&&&&ﬁ mercensries, They knew of his

They knew of his youthfully ardent marriage to

?FGQamne, and how he hed murdered her, and the reasonse for the T

meme calculated marriages which had followed, They knew all the

murders, treacheries, lusts and terrors of hie iga@ysfour years

1

endured hie foul sister Safbmee because he




a certaln Sewwes
pelieved she alone was completely loyal, although/Soemus had

been &n indispensable companion for

curious, hopel

The line of came nalted at the nugée main

raspar looked around, He had heard much of thie pal-

ace, second 1n magnificence only, Herod claimed, to the Imper-

lal palaces of Rome, If bigness meant magnificence, this was

Pl

nificent, Gaspar agreed., It walled palace and the walls
e
art ) 2= )
g @lmost g1x hundred in

et 1n one direct

whole ten

turn native limecstone
white %o Belghazzar explained,

Hmy
i 0e

Hone

The big gates opened and the Chief Zunuch,
in respectful welcomse
lan, came out and knelt,/and the camels knelt,
dpzen retainers dismounted

. arid Fmimmat o
SLH U ellill ul’u.-.;‘f_j‘..‘ ba

full hundred trumpets belled harsh sound up through the

rdy, besides honoring the

-

watching for an assassin who might use innocent

their jeweled turbans, the Hagi went




through the gates and Gaspar flashed a delighted look at nis
compenione, Sethen, enclosed by cloirestered courtis, lay gardens
and parklike groves and rippling brooke and winding welksjy Dor-
dered by rare flowers, rarer sghrubs and rarest Urees, Juret
poole reflected statues of Augusius, and D1e EUPIreEs, Livia,
and Tiberius, his undoubted successor now that Drususg wac dead,

and the slain Miriamne,as well as half a hundred lescer ones

whom Herod found 1%t expedxent tu honor, These last went up

and down, Gaspar had heard, &= one favorite fell, hie
was melted o that a new one might be—hemered | & L[aY

!\“‘

Flanked by the homor guard, the three and their
into a broad corridor and through a lofty-ante-chambser
retainers walked tﬁ@mugﬁ&&ne~gaxﬂen and-1nte the crimeon and jetb
sudience hall while the trumpets went on blowing,

Funuchs were kneeling to ind
seats set in readiness on a deep white carpet close | he gold=-
en daie, ringed by candles, which wae in readiness for Hered,
The Hagy settled themselves se-ae to be comfortadle through
what wae sure to be a long wairt, They did, indeed, know every-
thing about Herod,

Bowing in apology for the absence of his master,
the Chief Zunuch could not hide a loock of worry as he inspected
the celebrated guests,

"He's afraid our robes and jewels may make Her-
od's seem poor," Caspar said, He was the youngest Magus., IHe
wag o SRy Dbeardless shining youth, & student of the other two
until study had made him almost their equal and worthy of.shar-

ing the star-led Jjourney into Judea




"I should have thought of that," lelchior mur-
mired regretfull Their clothing was 'or a fact, priceless
ag well as enviably bright.

emall and frail with face and hands of that i1vory translucence

which sometimes marks an ascetic of great age, He came from Eav?&.

ompliment to a king to wear our
beat," Belghazzar said He was the middle-aged Magus,
deep-chested and deep-voiced with a big
ag though 1% had just met a whirlwind,
upen hie should He came from Pettl
Abraham wasg born,
been Balsam,

The @mef Bunuch, out
gyee ,caught movement on either side amd
thirty, forty mercenaries clanked %o
Javeling along the marble floor

crowd

"

majestic three, Back, back,
ents, courtiers,
Hero
greedy, the glib,
hopeful, the humble, the fearful,
not dare stay away from Herod's audience Rall
they could bribe their way in,

Behind the javelins the pack continued to watch
the Mag: while minutes dragged on, ten, fifteen, a halfl hour,
three-quarters,

"The Xing of Chaldea," Belshazzar said, at no palns

1 ‘ } ST . J— Ry o il T
to keep his voice down, "me B 118 palace, How long do




creature
for thaisg erxamd xXxax of Rome?"
lshazzar had inherited a contempt for princes
from his sixtecn-times-removed grandfather, DBalaam had been

brcugh@)by A prince as Herod all the way from

o

the Euphrates to but had- blessed them in-

stead, being advised by e zifted assx on which he rode,

b - -1 0T
Gaspar said, "I am lear:

eomething every minute,”

"Herod 1s almogt here," lelchlor murnured

4

gave any evidence of this, His

though receiving some-
"1l now speak as your A mel” His voice was Bt1l!
nie glance commanded, “Thii of home, Think of Or-
of the Holy Spirit which 2s e other self, Think of

our coming into Jude A man 18 with Her-

-

hed mine, Block 1t from yours by thinking as

[ =3 =

And youy oh Ancient?® Belshazzar ventured out of

his beard before he, too, di1d as he had been told,

"o, o T e A ~ 3

Such men have tried to enter my mind before,”
Helchior murmured, unworr

] O&llbd

~ruupets blew, a forest of them, The harsh

off the lof Ly roof and were leogt 1n

the clangaing




f a hundred cymbals rising and falling like yellow shields and

the reolling thunder of & hundred drums, TFrom the rear of the
erght black slaves in orange livery entered as though walk-

ing on eggs, They bore a purple litter on wiich reclined a

gasping, blotched, bloated monstrosity over whose har

appar the Chief Tunuch sighed in relief before he

face alonzg with all those crowded behind

all sides choked voices cried, "Harl,

mer cenaries on tne

he HMagi merely rose politely,

glared over a marble floor lumpy with head

with hair of every ulor includling courtesan green,

an occasional pair uiﬁhumped;up buttocks; then he looked

oward the silver seateg,
Belshazzar bent in what passed for
c¢illor 1nelined nis head in
bright face intent, smiled
amazement of the slowly riesing
gave & half.smile back,
“Gently! CGently!" the Chief Bunuch hissed to the
bearers, IHe had risen snd raced over to direct the lowering of
beide

the litter, It came to rest OW the dals and the Chief FKunuch

clicked hie teeth in

One hearer worked his hands lightly under Herod's

Pulging shoulders, A second worked hie under the mall

;..
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Geber, the hunchback, was one of only fifteen persons to

whom Herod Branted the privilege of close approach, The elght 1litter

bearers and the tray-slave had 1t; for each of them hostages, more

precious than thelr own 1lives, had been found, Tirzah, Herod's sister,

had 1t, The others were Loazor, the High Prlest, the Chief Eunuch, the

general of all the mercenaries and, always, of course, Soemus,
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sion to speak. lie seemed almost awaiting permission to breathe.

Herod turned upan an elbow, his eyes wide open.

The white meat was devoured and when his finger waggleq)tko

slave of the tray fed a piece of cheese into the mouth.

The finger commanded the High Priest. Better than
anyone else Soemus could interpret the finger's gestures but
Joazor did pretty well from terror. Now, in obedient under-
standing, he bowed lower than any High Priest ever had bowed
before Herod's day and beckoned to the Magi.

They did not move or bow. They were already close
enough to hear and be heard.

"You may approach," the High Priest said huskily
but not Belshazzar nor Melchlior nor Gaspar moved and Joagor began
to speak.

He spoke of the wonders of the night when the great
light had shone over Bethlehem and of all the wondrous rumors
which had gained strength since then, especially the one concern-
ing the birth of a Messish as foretold by prophets through many
generations,

“"And Herod asks," he ended, "whether it is true that
you have come seeking this Messiah and if so whether you have
found him and where."

Geber, the hunchback, scrambled past the nine slaves and spoke
directly into Herod's ear.
“Of course 1t is true," he said furiously. "And of
course they have found him. I cannot reach the mind of any of

the three but of course they know where he is." He spun back to




Melchior. "Where?"

"We, also, wish to know where," Melchior murmur-

"But you have had a sign! " the hunchback protest-
ed, as the High Prlest stepped submissively aside. "You have
come all the way from Persia because you have had a

"Yes, we have had a sign," Melchior murmured.

"But - but!"

Rales filled Herod's chest with a muffled clatter
and the slave filled Herod's mouth with more cheese as the all-
purpose finger

" the I \back cried desperate-

there is nothing in heaven or under it that you do not

the son of Heth, is partly right," Mel-
chior murmured and the hunchback shivered at such familiarity
with his name and his father's name but then he reminded himself
that the Magl had been in Jericho easily long enough to gather

that information.

"Partly righgz“ he challenged.

"There 1s nothing in heaven or under it that I may
not know 1f Ormadz permits," Melchior murmured. "But only if
Ormadz permits.”

"Well," Geber said craftily, "tell Herod what Or-
madz does

ago, @R Mogi and many others

sky," Melchlor said.

the pointl" GCel said. "Speak second




the one seen lately
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The hunchback seemed=te=pe bursting
"But you csnnot tell Herod where he
nOrmaad. has not made the place known to us,”
”Jnnzgr says all prophecies put the place in
Bethlehem."
vOrmadz has not made the place known to us," Val~
chior repeated.
have you opened your mind to Ormadz?"
Open my mind to Ormadai" The Ancient was
own time,
Ceber. "It

to open

hunchback colored SESMEy.. "Well then,” he
you will gladly share with Herod the
knowledge you gain when Crmagz does open your mind?"

"I% is Herod who
in Judea."
know the nower of Herod the Great,”
"ljowever, in Persia we are acoustoned
roadz. ™

Vo' @

Gaspar had

jm-gazer and Melchior turned to them repeating in velled

ing. "VWe think always of Ormagz."
. -3 . -

caspar's shining face agailn became remote.

|- ~

shazzar's beard became a mask. Even the nightingales on




Haulﬂeaﬁwhich had been hopping about with interest, grew still.
Then

Herod's finger waggled and Soemus bent close.
addressed the wise men. hough no more a Jew than hls master,
put rev-=rence into his low, flat volce,

"Herod asks," he said, "that you go and search dili-

he
Sogmus

gently for the young ¢hildy and when you have found him, bring

ip

&

Herod
héex word again, that he may come and wors
Soemus looked at the Chief Eunuch who made a sign

that the interview was over.
Belshagzzar made no more of a bow than he had made
gave a farewell look of pity. FHel-

Casgpar
Herod saw nothin

at Herod's entrance.
chior repeated his benediction. g of what any
closed his eyes.

chairs to

’

He had
silver

them did °
But as the three moved toward the
4 ing for

of
pick up their attendants, Herod roused. He waggled
then for Scemus who went quickly after
says gsend a messenger
to be found,

v

flerod a=s

ells you where this Messiah

X0 7]

tell the messenger, Then he esm hurry to Herod and

the messenger,"” Melchlor murmured,

1 A !
1A m
And e

Soemus looked surprise
of javelins

hem, shivered agaln.

o
As the Magi walked calmly

markec

had

Melerior.

pe)
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was drawv
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wearing




"Do you know that man?"™ Melchior asked the hunchback.

Geber looked and closed one of his heavily ringed
hands upon his warm, rich robe, drawing it ] "Noi" he said.

"Certainly not."

ou will," Melchior said. "I think you may know

Herod's eyes grew
slack, and the misery of his
the torment of the ghosts

fruit.

]




CHAPTER TEN

Without the blemish of his crooked back, Geber misht have
been a High Priest bolder than the slavish Joazor and Herod's implac-
able enemy. His ©blood 1ine was right for so great a role, On his
mother's side he was a prince of Israel, tracing back to that King
Zedeklah destroyed by Babylonian Nebuchadnezzer who razed Jerusalem
and carried the Jews into exile. On hies father's side he was descended
from Zadok, High Priest under Solomon, and his great-grandfather
and grandfather themselves had been High Priests, His father was
even now the chief of one of the Temple Divisions, and his four
brothers were senlor priests., But all th_.ss had been men without
blemish as the Code of Priests required,

Father and brothers had known from the first that blemished
Geber could not follow the family tradition, Geber himself had known

it early, but he had not been unhappy in the groves and gardens of

his father's home, busy with his scrolls and studies, Mystically

devout, he had searched out holy truths and had talked much with
his brothers. Then hie world had been turned topsy-turvy. Through
the conniving of an uncle he had been ordered to court, A crooked
back would not do for a priest, but i1t was fine for a Jester.
Thrown into the glitterinz arena of ths co;rt, the
n

gentleness of the delicate boy had changed to fury, Rxa bitter revengse

he had turned his strange gift, of which he was increasinzly awara,




to Herod's purposses, I_time he was elevated to 2 place amone the
tyrant's intimates. He found himself ranking below only Tlirzah and
Soemus,
Herod, indeed, trusted Geber, the hunchback, to have
CRAXPTRE Z X2
sent him with the Wise Men to Jerlcho,
0=0=0=

There was no other city like Jericho near which the
Magl, in their stately camp, awaited the last sign. It had been
a spot of Cansanite beauty when Joshua's trumpets cracked its
walls, Babylonian warriors had envied what they saw as theilr
scythed chariots . mowedd through Zedekiah's fleeing army. The
pupils of Elisha had found it perfect, barring bitter water,
and his miracle sweetened that. Pompey had sted amid its luxu-
ry before his profane treasure hunt in the Holy Holies

Close to the tumbling Jordan 1t escaped the win-
ters which sometimes briefly blanketed with snow the golden
Temple high in Jerusalem. And other heights, HNebo
indeed the whole mountain range of Abarim, turned aside the

eastern summer winds which scorched the rest of Judea. Its

abundant fruits always ripened earliest, grapes, apricots, figs,
-

dates, citrons, black and white mulberries. And now Herod had
rebuilt the city and came often for its baths which, although
not healing to his sores like Callirhoe's sulphur pools,were a
confort to his brittle, aching bones. For his amusement he had
built a theatre.
hunchback,
"And of course,"” Geber ,the smxmc&:&ie@h said to

Melchior, "the big Fortress of Herodium. Half a cohort of the

Tenth is stationed here and four hundred Balearic slingers




Wherever Herod built a palace to live in, he had

to build = in order to feel safe.

forty-eight hours with the Magi, the hunch-
back felt safe. He shivered no more. The feverish tainted
years with Herod fell away, his fury fell awayy in these kind
presences
He enjoyed their calm discussions, and Gaspar's
ceaseless interest in the whole wide world of thought and action
stirred a wistful : 1lgla. How wonderful to be as free from

guile and hypoerisy as this young saint! Gaspar was always
mgmory; went back to his
bringing in esh subjects for k, and Geber, in his=yonth,
own renﬁle youth an* the talks with hie brothers in thelr father's zarden.
ha&ziiﬁangﬁﬁﬁxi&é%!x2§§xh%@x?%@&z&%iz?@&%@z%@%%@gf%?&wz&gp
Hig position in Herod's court had provided leilsure, N“81f1 ne
shamex5?7mzszde?mrmttyzxakz&zﬂenax;w@kﬁ&@?@kh&th?@x&%?%@q@&& %, X

apparel i
mystiexgkfkyxhad akkeanadzwexikh xand xf ko x&kabdxiexg and dainty

foods,and women. But none had been as comforting as this old resource,

have learned two great things?'Caspar cried com-

council tent on the seeond evening, and Geber smiled

and Belshazzar sat alone. Melchior, a little
ithdrawn himself,
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CAZUE,

"On the twelfth night after

The camel master came in,

th

Make our three besy mountes ready Melchior sald angd

smiled on Geber, And an extra mount."

The camel master walted,

Melchior pointed to three carefully corded packs against

the tent wall,




"Put these on three baggage camels," he sald, "and our
best driver in charge of them.,"

"Your best driver is here and already is in charge,Ancient,"
the camel master said. His leathery face was glowing,

0=0-0

Strapping the three packs to the three baggage camels,
the camel master was almost choked with pride. He was 3 plaln man

of the desert, but he had served Melchior over many years and he

shared a secret known in full to only three other men in the world,

Now the secret would eoon be revealed to the one for wom it was
intended.

Oh, the whole caravan knew part of it. All the men had
used thelr ears, All had picked up 2 bit here, a bit there. A baby,
a prince not long 1in the world, was to receive thse glfts,

But who else, beside the Magil themselves, knew the whole
secret of the gifts: the curved perfection of every last Jar, the
delicate whorl on every last ornament, the gleam and flash of every
last Jewel? Who but the one man who alone had put every last gift
into the three packs and now was loading them,

Golg and frankincense and myrrh, The words made a song,
Gaspar had sald one time as he watched the camel master at the packing,

Of course the gifts were not just gold and frankincense
and myrrh. Th, gold was not merely chunks of gold, or dust or bars
Oor coins., The gold was in ornaments which, 1f only because of the
time and skill required for their making, were priceless. Gold
thread bewlilderingly woven through garments which, even without

the thread, would have been a Magi's rensom, And smulets whose




history would have made them, too, a ransom, even if they had
been made out of roadslde stone, And bracelets, necklaces and
many other ornamente.

"Gold to crown a mighty king,"

Gaspar had sald,

And the frankincense was not merely a fragrant solid,
crushed from the winged seeds, and the three-celled fruit of this
or that shrub, and enriched with i1itis own 1lizhtly rising oil. Its
perfume not only filled precious Jars, It poured from linens and
sllks so fine that you touched them agaln to make sure they, and
not shadows, were there,

"Frankincense," Gaspar had said, "for the worship of the
true Messlah whose name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, the
Prince of Peace."

And the myrrh wgs not simply so and so much amber stuff
darkly glowing with so and so much rockrose resin. Like the
frankincense 1t was stored in jJjars and vases on which master
workmen had labored a lifetims,

Gaspar had 11ifted a Jar to his nostrils,

"Myrrh for a great healer," he had said gravely. He had

not added a think which, back in Persia, the camel driver often

had heard of myrrh, that the bitter p-rfume preficured tragic
death.
The camel driver puzzled over the saying a 1ittle as he
finlished strepping the last carefully corded pack on the last camel,
He almost forgot to order the beast intended for Geber,

0=0-0
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you take the word back to Herod?"
beyond

Out frxom Jericho, down the deep canyons, toward the
sunset, into the darkness, under the uncounted stars, past the Stone
of Bohan, over the turbulent streams, through the Valley of Trouble
and, fibally, to the tersbinth tree, Geber had been exultinz, For
the filrst time in ever so long he had not a care in the world,

The generous Magl had taken upon thelr hoble shoulders
8ll his burdens. He was calm and free in a security which had grown
ever since he had entered the Magis' tents, His only reminder of
the mightmarish fury and fever which had whipped him in the Palacse
was a small uneasiness lest this new peace might not last, Now he
looked at his questioner in consternation and the uneasiness grew.

"You mean no one will stop me if I try to go back?" Hie
words rattled 1like stones down a cliff,

"No one,"

"But you cannot trust Herod that much! He said he wished
to worshlp, but jou know that 1s not the truth, If I <o back and
only direct him to this tersebinth tree his mercenaries will swarm

ot Lt

about that place the étgf-dverhead {e-pointinzg—out, almost before
you leave bt,"

"I was to tell you when we were sure where the star led,"
Melchior said, "That was the understandinz, Now you know, and you
must choose whether to take the word to Herod,"

"Oh, so that's 1t2" Geber screamed. "You put the blame on
me. If I go back and tell, the evil is mine."

"If you feel it would be evil to tell, you must feel that

it would be good not to tell, You have an opportunity to choose
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