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Around Nazareth the countrysiée would soon. be blooming _
with flovwers of more colore than cshe COUlu nzme . The streames ia epring-
. : 4 : 0 Ao o
time abundaunce would Ze givinz drink to fig, gme egranite, ,
oliwe,apricot, date and walnut trees. JTSDCVIHQJ woul§ be clothing _
) T
their black g 1

ip, rich lesafage. Life anéd beauty would
' burgeon on the folding hills. How EMFEXXXEOENEEXNOUIXXEABKXXXXX
= . =
.‘Ekm.! 'tt";":
blueblirde, lis ﬂtcr thﬂr

L e Yl Devhn s cmw\ '\ﬂ{‘
‘e pPerch on tqn greening 5rﬂﬂ0ﬂ“iJ?nﬁ now
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larks would sing, mingﬁng up to the =ky, and

eowes would coo, while ehe rode into the sterile south:

¥ary ehook her head in self -rebuke,.

"But I've never becn to Egypt," ghe eatid, more to
nereslf than to Deboran. "I've never been farther from Nazaretn than
“ethlehemy I'1'1 1ike s longer journey.

&

uOEE“C"_’l ove rheard thoreEETI,
- - - !i

L'----—'"It 11 be a lot_lowger

VBriar c2n lake hies time.

he g2l
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“Ae if he ever d41d anythlog i

elee.

"That donke y!" Mary sald SEEEEES"

Luclanus handed hle skefch over to hAusgo and ths
latter approved and handed it to ~

=

"There’e your eid. "Read the thing Jjust the
way you would 3 bulléling plan. It takes you the long way but I

think 1t'e the right one."

-

"It'11l be a rough way,' Luclanus said. Like

most

r
young men he was doubtful that anyone

older than himself had the

etrength for a2 rough road. "The country‘#ast of the Dead Sea 1s ruggead,

-




Phe- litter-will take -care of-everythinz between here -

apd-Jeriehe;'—Bracee——=samid, "(J

e [N
"And below the Dead Sea," Russo said, "he can

Just angle west, keeping clear of the main highway until tha
\ e
border of Egyot qbe ﬂearest border town 1s Rinocolura, and Herod's
power ends there,
"There 11 be hi]ls nearly as tough as mountains,

Luclanius said. A o “=M[ﬁnh \K&\cruuj O ﬁ - t&v lLi
i _., /\ A |, L 4 — t\=\“‘1."‘ {1\‘&11
" The Tru:ec climbed t’nem ') herepesaid, "By thousasnds!
énd hundreds of thousands. (Y , A

Andzsexesnxixhxx And—eo—car T il— _}rf“*
"Hundreds of thousands?" Rusco said. "I know )

that country below-iloab. and-iate the Wildernesses of Zin and
“orutaoan

Paran. 1 know it clear to Goshen. Maybe bundre@® cl imbed, and— B |

maypeo—a~few—thousandsy Eut hundreds of thousands? Neverl“

| hudred 4 & | DTG
"I'se=hed my own notions about those bh;-to%a&e,
Joseph chuckled. "I think that since it all happened a cipher

or two got tacked on."

"Amateurs never make accurate reports, "Tribune

Marcus Seclator Lucianius saild profoundly .o

"It's all desert now,"

Rusco said, "east of Zin,
and southjand for that matter north." He nodded. "That's quite
a well one of your people built, Joseph, at Beersheba,"

"Abraham built it," Joseph said. "Right down througt
rock,"

"It certainly comes in handy these days," Rusco
said. "The whole region 1s parched § and tormented. It's flat

a

sometimes, rolling sometimes, and sometimes juatkwind-blown

RIS 1itteriliﬁ££ﬂ bite of dull purple stone, but always

desert. And hot! You'll need to be careful of water.,"
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If the threat of so much hardshlip tothered Mary
she didn't show 1it.
"Where do you think you'll go in Egypt?" Rusco

a Bked .

w _"Whergver I go I' 11 find some of our people,"
tk;.‘ o ] \.f \a = |
Joseph said. *(They're spread all over Ei'&'uﬁ Alexandria, Memphis,
Leontopolis, On! And every city has its synagozue, or & dozen!
I1'll1 probably try On first."

"On%" Rusco puzzled,than—sew—itetts "Oh, that's P\G".LL el

—trvowiigbmew for Heliopolis, ien't 1t?"

i
r v —— 3
L T e o . - S P-V-P-4-1 V' seoh went orn; Yand of-ene

. | I TSR
oLt WaLi—bia Py—and-Beber sy L1 &
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/ / "Bri fwaty," Mary) smiled, Anu sometimes, she

s

'géought, he med as wj)se as Balaam 8 beast.

: ge
}éould cgfry her Whenéw rl- sh;ll:eedad to be g /‘ as Hust
k;?__s_,?fl.e__b?t s_t_:_e _c_c_:_td ’endure wrl:uat.evel'z;\‘rl\;:d1 1;, be endu ed . Aft. . 0
WLL- L O, L ik {'\‘\" { X VA e




"On could be our city of refuge, 4uﬂi_as—ue}}—&e—

"GCity of refuge?" Rusco repeated.

"In the old days," Joseph sald, "citles were set

apart as places of asylum. If an enemy sought vengeance and
you escaped Into one, you were safe until you'd had a falr trial. |

..

The cltles were so close that OE?;

; £ ,
Mas always witUn a day's journey\,/'-t%.
__you_Journgpedafast oncuav"-

——

"On your journey you'll be days and days,"
Lucianius said. -

"I'1l make it," Joseph sald.

"Now how about money?" Rusco said.

"Egypt needs carpenters. A carpenter can earn

all ,Q,e needs in Egypt." S (_d
"Especially 6hn-boeﬁ:zzup!nesr—fn=#uzﬂav‘ Mary
@ said.

‘ " Just the same," Rusco sald, "a little backlog

i

won't hurt," and,tried to push a purse into Joseph's hand. ’

\ X ;
"1'q take 1t if I needed it," Joseph said, %:

it g
1t back. “Bht=f=gomst. Thanks just the same."

"And you won't let me give you a sword and shield,

or a spear, or even a dagger?"
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Goblet. And of yourse I would like to be goling

into the rude; repelling country of the Moabitaq/and the still

ruder ragionfio the south,

the countryside

Northward, a@i argund Nazareth

/ /
would shortiy e bloomdsxgy wit.h/i’lowar’s of every color that she

could name and more. The streéﬁs, in a springtime abundance, would
CJ*J-J(- TO
|

A L g
ﬁgﬁhilé pomegranate, fim, olive, apric t and walnut trees
Sl renewing the strength which would mﬁﬁe bountiufl harvests
sure. The 5repevines would be clothing £heir barren shoots with

rich leafs presaging plehtiful , -beds wﬁnes. AXr—tirts while she
"\—x‘l r\.‘-

rode 1nto the aterila southmwould burgeon 1nto tender life.ﬁit
3

et

: EJ% rlx,n",--; \ s
m( 4 l acr_..
woul ot sees Tha stately, tolerant storks. wou&d—w&%okvﬁ—-

—aﬂG‘the slow, conciliatory little tortoicq_J-Se—ueuiéréha cooling
)
WrT—

doves, the unfettered larks, the blbe blrds as light as feather rey
wﬁnaﬂ%é%ﬁqall the sky's watchful eye wea;a;ieok down on Tabor's
restful bbBOm, on the mountains to the north and on azareth's
green hlliaand_tha fertile valley of Jezresl.

Mary shook her head In self rebuke, and her

expression changed to one of antlcipation.

‘.\ I‘{.
\ / '
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_.#—*-breken—mm{,.loseph wa8 caught up short by ‘t:-he—-wo-pd t.unnelq He

-”722-_‘“ B o e oy :

=

"I have my staff," Joseph sald. And at that Rusco
shook his head In such long-suffering exasperation that Joseph !
had to smile, even while his heart fillled toward this big, ardent,
- .- Roman; Even among hls own people there were not many who

would have been as quick to offer .any—sid-withim-

. (
"All right!" Rusco said .k“Have it your way. No weapons.

_After all you'll soon
pick up a

(et
travelling party solnﬁkthat not even a blg robber Land will think

Ly

of attacking 1t™vou'll be 211 right, once you're through the tunnel."

i@ae{ng carefully back over the warn!ng“whiehwhad
U4

Tracing Dack over the wadrning whicgh-had broked hie sleep

tunmel, any more than he needed ¥ediue—Rueeels weapons or money. Hils
safety, and the safety of Mary and the baby d41d not hang on such
things.

' will say of

refuge and my for-

avapl -
tress; my God, in him will I trusﬁ/ @ spoke the well-remembered
’f& L_'Lkm::-,:{_ '{- - el

words fAd ., He

e e i

L TR
trust, His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. And M

SO WA~
came the words which Mary, llked. He shall glve hils angels charge over

thee....They shall bear thee up in their hands lest thou dash thy

foot agalnst a stone.

o ?4§3k’“ he sald smiling at Vﬁ?iua Rusco, "that
we'll just Wﬁ)‘thmugh the’ﬂ— gate. I"@om*t~want-to-go~
tduling-MEYy and—the-baby—-through-a-blaextumrels"

"The ms4s gate!" Vedtws Rusco threw up his hands. "You
certainly are sure of yourself, And Mary 1s even surer, Am@ephi)-—
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ﬁut why not do it my way? Just say you're humoring me. We'll light
Mary all the way through, as bright as day. And then you'll be, the
three of you, golng alo/g byeypeunseduss Just as you h* -
el
J——- =5 )R TR /ﬁdown from HazarethC ~ i)
"The gate will be m," Joseph sald, shESEMSy . "fThe
quicker we're 5ongitha less lilkely we are to bring any trouble on
you."
Trouble: Vedlus Rusco bowed his neck and rubbed the

back of it, as a man sometimes does | 1n tired eatisfaction after a day 8

smded ool
work., When a man has finafaged all hgrttiti'fa finishp what does he
care about any tmm.mm B
b 3 s
_;g For years mew Deborah had been VedtwswRewesssbs only con-
v

cern and now that was taken from him. Luclanius was in charge.

From here on, what 1s left for me except repeating?
| And how long does a man want to go on, repeating over and over what
. gshould
\ he has slready done the best he knows how? What if t_roubla ttncl_come?

What if...

He took the plunge and found, in strange, cold depths,
a different elation. What 1f Joseph 1s right and those who live by,
W do dle by the sword? So long as a man dled for a good thing it dld

not matter when or how he dledy and
\ -he.had. already. lived-a-good full-Iifey—- 50
| He looked at Mary, walting beside Joseph in

~oFSEINS which could not have been greater 1f she had been holding
i -Sewele Ceres' comforting hand. He thought of Herod.

- 5
If this woman,s child 1s truly the expected Messiah
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m:g@nt which mon wil gever romet nor roggivo, He 1

hunting down a .. demigod .'

All his 1life Rusco hed used that word to deseribe the
sometimes almost holy son of a mortal (which the woman, Mary, cer-
talnly was) and one of the gods (and certainl'y a god had to be in-
volved in the birth of a Messiah). But it dld not fit this case. Just

as there were many goas, there had been many demigods, some not holy

at all, L any.-x0d 8 he had=l
e end Lt St B Sen Frad
Rome’ 5~ WETE thHe world—overs—But from earned

that there semmgses might be, not many gods but only one. And if this

child, Jesus, was the son of the one god he wga more than demigod.
W o co~Ld e ACL e "To *‘\.\r\\c

e wale s VED s T wies

that _just-as certainly.such.an.one...

smiled at Joaaph.

"Al1l right!" he sald. "You've beaten me down. Heve—it
Four—ownmvwey. Right through the maln gate. But at least do one thing
for me., Get out of here while it is st1ll bimelc night."

Joseph smiled \‘baek__.IHe certainly would get out while
aight held, Flee into Egypt wase a8 command which did not encourage

&x& M'\ WY e Ac&‘ r\ ™ rt \:.ﬂ-\\] SO Cpacl
dawdling., And—it-didn't-enoaurage much worry eit,he:\ -l-t.hought
Y

He that

stoutly: He-wae;-he-told himself; -un&eihooaauxrt( 8
\

keepeth Israel, shall neither slumber nor alsag_.f Jo:—*&’r\n thought he

.

Q,uia{;‘-.": Serene) Untre

f.
pa¥r asxthkexxprx o
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'fkﬁ‘%peaking to himseif Eut he heard hiu own vniee esying the

mords. T

Tt ou
*«an E 3%@?60‘ 2

w arch of eky car - 5
e &hﬁ-dog dld “not uar"k"\ the watchman opened the gute hitn— ) _'a_
out 2 word A tRe
qmé-urnoon—u0anu&Ltang-&i&hgﬁhﬁ-ﬁﬂiﬁkﬁi&nnhugq litt}e donkey which

Bracae had ‘ready. ) ’

)(riﬁ not whiﬂﬂ? but eidled cloes to uosﬂﬂh twitching hies ears |
| $1 Rusco
! : : .

i gaxkouzxgxdxxfaktxzuxkauzyxaxzkx felt S, csxclted, gven fearful
‘ e = (v ] - . -

and he could see thatbborah and Luclanue , st e ——
ghared hle mood but Josepa andé #ary moves hltﬂ&?uiﬁt assurqn:r.'T\th

SEeysmkghixhavexpeeaxexiiingxanxxx¥xxxratixnaixnzer might have been -
startling to csll on 2 Nazareth neighbor. They 618 not seem 2t all

ot
like a palr on the brink of 2 <ewr-sundvedenriie JOUIUe}ﬂhhiuh
_ ; might well balk. - K
e R T cseasoned sol )

lers /@!G—ﬂ-ﬁl*ﬂ

i , igria, th hereelf had made more than one hasty 1

(7

U

1¢qtt&enarture from more than Oni&cw lon camp, naé rolled blank:ts

on “riar to make 3 seat “wwe—wmae, 3nd Joseph closged hie hancs of
5 = T
Na2ry = elbows and fleated her amkaxkRzx up to-it. —_—r

b

=

topk up the food pack whiech w:ia had prepared and
the small brazler she had brought for mekilong Tflree over walch Sary
might cook and from wmailch shé might draw a little heat,zIxeREXXEREEX
axxmigk when needful, at night. ' '
‘he baby sti1ll slept soundly ané nary nugged him closer
| looklng up =xkxkRax and around at the vaet empty Garkness,of—sig—ans=
SOty Leborghr-anc Briaz and “Yendace came up and she kissed them.

b
iy = /f-!* h? * u |- = I .
Wodeus/keep you in hie care,™ Bris eald; -

: AT "Come to sge us when you come back to Judea....Luclants l,y
¥ . y '_._ ’ . Y . % ’




looked back to Marv ag tnougn to make eure she was flrmly seated

the baby snug. And then ne stepred out, although at a deliberate' &

gait which tola. everyone concerned that ne proposed to take bis

own sweet time. . . 5 :

kR
Mary waved and Josepa 1lifted hie ﬂtaff in' geeture N

which sala, "A11 18 welll" -Hie ‘gandaled feet anﬁ Briar'e delicaie
hooves Wede N0 £0ount  mmmddey There was nothing to hear and 1ndeed
you might haye eald, there ‘wae nothing XEwwisk to see because

e -:q-ad donkey qn_ds the donkey ‘g riz.-l‘iérs' _me__l-t'ed'.'ﬂ 1@'58 et

once into the nighE'ff-~--- -1;¢_mL ~-g;_?" LA

: e --‘.'-:':_-y---.n:l(m"
ﬁuac}--o remembere waat Je-c'e:oh nad xxxixaimcﬁ;xx‘mﬁ-

.IW

_ o ¢
suoted, dhat ghic holy writioge. It did seem as’ thoush

zheﬁﬁﬁgggﬂSé#éhem were watohed by eyee whaich/

<‘ e OO R N
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~—_— *On“h;h-h'“ Zebedéa said 1n pretended admiration ]

\and winked again at. Foseph, Sut Joseph was soft-hearted. :
““Our sacrifice 1s all arrangﬁifgfrxend," Joseph
/

sald, "We have no busineses for P

an mﬁas'cgdﬁﬁy
e

"Joeeph," Mary‘ﬁald, "We're gﬁégilng'home tomor-
rd - »
e don't need~pﬁch Can't we gspare a penny?" {

thinking the safle thing," Joseph said and |

girdieswhele Zebedee groanad.zn-exasgeratxon.-‘
i o1 --: Ly O

_/f' Again thare were thmzee to ah1eld Mary, tha tlmt
ry

on_ fﬁe walk towara %he elevation from which the gold " Sanctu

{noked down op” the great court, The Levite led

5 4 1’
ERAER b //- ped to Btare. A short d:stanca off Salome,

el { |  four slaves, was edgzng through the crow

ve balustrade guaxrding the Sanctuary

ged an¢;1ed'on to the mas

V4 /
elevation, Plaques at all thirteen entﬁ;ncea warned sternly 1

| meH?,mL“thraw,.Groeky-Lat:n{'Egypttan s o Y e
;X
?;{L/’/ LET NO ALIEN ENTER WITHIN THE BALUSTRADE AND EMBANKMENT
ABOUT THE SANCTUARY - WHOEVER IS CAUGHT MAKES HIMSELF

RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS DEATH WHICH WILL FOLLOW

and the Temple police were sharply questioning all who seemed
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even remotely ineligible, even many who were Jews as plain as
day. But none questioned Joseph and Mary, They had the Levite,
Within the balustrade they faced the Temple

buildings, so elevated that from the Court of the Gentiles necks
had to crane 1f eyes were to see well, A high wall offered a
8econd barrier and it was by this wall's gates that worshippers
reached the sanctuary proper, The Levite would have taken them
around to the Gate of the First-born.

"We'll use the Beaut}ful Gate," Joseph said; "You
must see 1t, Mary, Besides 1t lets directly into the Court of
the Women and the trumpet-chest to catch your purification pennies
is just inside and Just behind is the gallery where you can wait
while I fulfill the redemption,"

They came to the Beautiful Gate -- two massive
doors of shining brass, four or five times as high as Mary's
home in Nazareth and three or four times as wide,

"It takes twenty men to swing those doors open
in the morning and shut them at night," Joseph said,

?ﬁibE:;e stood at the top of broad, alternately
white and blue marble steps, They took off their sandals,
climbed, and passed through and Mary paused uncertainly because
there were thirteen trumpet-shaped chests, each guarded by a se-
vere, white-robed priest,

"What do I do now?" she whispered,
"Yours is the third one," Joseph said, "It's

for purification fees only," He touched her cheek in encourage-

ment,
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Twice a day the fees were divided, half to pay
for sin-offerings, half for burnt offerings.
"I just drop my money in?" kary whispered,
"Show 1t to the priest first," Joseph said.
"He my claa.:p you\(cou;d aff?rd 2 lamb 1{15}?9._6. of?d,_jﬁusi ?rtle Lok o
doves but T dsn't thinkisoj iNSEmmmmSSwibei N Teke |
the ticket he gives you and wait in the gallery., The redemp.
tion ceremony won't keep me very long, It's just two prayers
and the payment, But 1t 1s performed in the Court of the
Priests and women Qrenl't permitted theregﬁ I'1l have to take
the baby. I give him to the priest and the priest gives him
back when I pay," '

"He nursed ;‘ust a little while ago," Mary said,

"You'll be all right in the gallery," Joseph

"He'll be as good as gold. He—preb

sald, "It's a good place to watch, You can see over the men's
court clear to the Altar of Burnt Offennga.tg/ He-looked at the
Jengthening. shadews "IT've just about gottrme fTor-the-redemp~—

/AN
- L/ﬂ/ang onto the ticket

the priest gives you, You'll need 1t.,"

. \'\. e -- —\f—*‘tl} A
&ﬁ Mary wiepered, ' % e
-~

—omo—ohswrs*mzeﬁranc“e( Over by the third trumpet
the priest was frown:l.ng in her direction, Jogeph to.}cquj hrr cheel (1 "\:

Vs

"Not 1nto tha man‘n Qﬂ
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P e < e —

— PORSSS . =
\ ed, "Just Dbeyo d the

||l

e enough to see

o
e
!

everythiing that happens at__;ﬂ:i’e Golden Altar
'- / "1 thznk/I have 1t right," Mary whispered, {_'.!HI'

chorue :—:mgs,-—'éﬁd the priests
on the Golden Altar," _
"That'é all Joseph smlled/’And as soon as the

incense cloud begi to rise you are ail through,"

"/But my ticketl" Mary said, "I'll s
ticket, " ——<L /

;i e /
. Fy "No you won't;" Joseph 131181135/ "A statl on/én

will take 1t from you as soon as you reach the mck@—

m?“ﬂow give me the boy,? And don't 131‘. that aour-face { 1
G ATy - P <

S A s Gl » b AT
over by the trumpet bother you. LT g Cioda) \l;-u. & m\ °3 ._;\._\:;‘ A
"W11l you watch until I'm in the gallery?" iary = _--#iw K_‘
whispered, “IFI—nest=youwaf everythingudi SRR Y
A 1y

"I'1ll be right on thig spot,"™ Joseph promised, and ‘r
touched~her-cheek.again,

Mary walked to the trumpet, Her gaze met the gaze of |, . o
the stern priest, and she saw that she had had no need to WOITY . ““‘"‘“‘t}’\“
He hadn't been frowning at her.at all, It was something else,
maybe just the sun in lms eyes, She dropped her pennies, and the
priest did not even hint that she could have afforded a lamb, He

gave her a ticket and she walked, smiling.to the gallery and seated
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herself behind the lattice and smiled more warmly as Joseph and

her son went on their own errandy aceomp

pnesf at trumpet Humbﬂg;: Three caught

suring hand, as _th’u'i;gh her smile had been for him, or as though |
he were giving’a blessing, — " PEL L ey e

R ey
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\ CHAPTER SIXTEEN

| : pl—

e

\ L i \
"I feel ever so much better than_ﬁhen I went to

drOp the pennies into the trumpet," Mary sald;f"l was bothered
then because I thought the priest was ungry with me. But I'm
not going to feel bothered at all wheﬁ/I stand behind the wicket."

The organ was bes&hning the hymn which called
e
women to prayer and puriflqatlon and the trumpets were belling

lup into the late a  §

I
l
I "
|

g scowling today,

"Evéryone in the Te Joseph

T |

'said. "I found out why from Zacariah." ~_
| o "“I'm glad I'm not why," Mary said. e i
| |
1 e "Tt's Herod!" Joseph said. "Listen!" Over the |

|

| “noise around them, even over the tumult in the Court of the’ 1
entiles, they heard fresh shouting from the Tyropoeon Valley. \
&ﬁ-feeevandwfeii?-poaawag&inwanéﬂsTuwTyﬂdfﬂﬂ}‘ i p

"Th%&—%ﬂ—a-dsy“fUT—UhErTUt‘rataa—&nwﬂeroéiﬂ—ﬁmp&-

2 "

protested when Herod bullt the thing. They sald that thousands

betting' cursing and shouting over gladlators and runners and
g2Ens

chariot rav- so near the Temple. would be sacrilize. They've been

n.cs':\tn..-'i‘\

sagdmeest \éver since. And whenever games are held all the

priests scowl because they feel Herod 1ise deliberately insulting




patted her arm., "Now zive me the boy," he sald."™and don't‘lat that

eour-face over bty the trumpet tother » _
"But you will watch ug;xI/;?:i;L the zallery?' Mary whis-

pered. "I'11 need you if everythine deﬁén't zo 811 richt,"

"I'11 te richt hére," Jos9éh promised and gaye her anéthér
v,

pat and a push,. W

& J'
4 4

ement Mary walfed to thgi}fumpet,

Aglow’ fro hie encour

/
her gaze meetinz e stern pﬁ}p t travely,jﬂgr hand

Ahe zaze of
d ropped heér four peng}gg. Everythilng

trembled only A 1little as s

waent entlre ali rizht, The\prles 1d not asck cshe couldn't afford

a lamb. H 3avefhar_har tlcket and turned' his spiclon upon the

next woman and'Mary.walked férmly to the gallgry and seated hafself
tehigd tie lattice there and smiled, to send Joseph and hsr son and
Zebedee on their way. The prlest at trumpet Number Three causght her
aye ané to her surprise ralsed a friendly hand, in blessing, as though

herzxntiazkadzx he thouzht her emile had been for him,.

——— -




\

. g\kind ," Mary sald.:.,ﬁf
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the Temple. And who can blame tham?" —4(

"You told N5 Bivas o, that Herod m have been =&
Mﬂ Israel*Mm

Cr*‘ [ P | Lnan RS

: : eps a little kind.

deé;,

that he w.»ead' ﬂlmﬂf |

Who does Herod find it so hard to be kind?"

Joseph shook his head. He might have an answer,
but it would be one Iinvolving ldess and the wording of 1ldeas _
did not come easily., Ideas did. Often he was full of 1deas,\ér-6'¢"-‘%
of-bhownlvbemof goodness, kindness, mercy, love and the falth

which Mary possessed in such abundance. But not the wording.

He found himself hoping that Mary's son might have such ideas |
kt‘n'-i_. Ly DA, Yeaw ‘

and be-ableto- &Wwwmﬁ—eﬂqr—m But

as for himself! He flung cut a hand,

"I remember a thing," he sald haltingly. "Abigail ‘ |
sald it..Sheswae-DevidlewpiPs., She sald it before she became DAoed a I
e wife, It was when she fed and encouraged him. She sald
that the Lord would make him% sure house" because he fought
for the Lord and becausce evil‘wat-:- not found in bim, But some
kinge never have a sure house becauff‘sh;ﬂift;é;:\;a?e; fight for
the kord. I think Herod 1s such a king."

"It shouldn't be so hard for- him to be a 1little

e ——— ———,

—— "“C”T’?i‘i\a. }.‘. u_.u..\\rw:t* ;:;._ } L«pﬂ e o e | : 'Hq_r'_"""‘."'_“*r _...,,_..,_;;il__Lr
. 3 (1 714]
"You d better I:I‘urry,' Joseph sald. ' V (s 4 /‘
Lead e U t-,( CLA "ll'."
LMasr- r\walked ’across the mm,-blue, ruat. red '\v/ ;
’&L‘L-“L."

and white fItes of t.he urt of the Women., She held ha* gon

proudly among the other mothers, young and old, but not.\many

N

“\




"1t 'e slmost time for you to go," Joseph éaid. The
organ wae hueginning the hymun wi 1eh called mothers to purificatlion
and trumpate were gEaxkinxxERrammgRx cqlllna through the late

g e

afternoon.alt's almost time for the in enge to be 1imﬂtpc

- O L R X I XXX EMER VEL y ELTE LEAT LI e
‘ fecxe < @R , J
o L K I R A X KRN A e *
"Te1l me again Just what I do," sde—eeid. WJ‘“"?”"A'
. "¥aux We%l, you cross the Court of the Women ané climb
"egarﬁ' the stepe up to the men's court and the gate opeunes and you go 1.
p "Not into the men = court:" Mary protested.
e Fl "Not exactly,” Joseph suiled, “Just beyond the 3
\f 2 gate is a wicket, It stops you, But YO\I‘H o 1eh
gi;ﬁ. _ ' : close enough to esee
g everything that happens at the Golden Altar,”
e *I ghaink I have 1t right," Mary whiispered, "I
e stand there with the baby and with all the other mothers and
%‘-"j : their babies, And the trumpete blow and the organ plays and the
s i chorus -ings and the priests chant and the incense 1= scattered

on the Golden Altar,"

"That's nll. .Touph smiled, "And ae soon ae the

..J 4 . A
!?,& , incense cloud begins t‘ rige you are all through," ! ' T L
"But my ticketl® Mary saad, *I'll stall havemy

! -h‘vn. gy 3
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The organ summoned loudly.

"You'd better hurry," Joseph said.

Mary drew her veil and walked across the blue, rust-
‘rad and white marble of the Court of the Women.” She held her son
proudly among the other mothers, young and 0ld, bPut-nolemeny-Sf.
M and as she walked her serenity grew because xhzzkad
her son had been given to the Lord and received back from the Lord,
She climbed to the Court of Israel, the other mothers with her,
thelr naked feet whispering up the marble steps which now were
cold in the sumnset chill,

A priest behind the opened gate smiled, and a station
man, one of the lay repraéentatlvas of the people, smiled and ges-~
tured each woman to a place, Mary found she had a place in front

and, Ju

in

t ag Joseph had told ner, a statlon man took her ticket sltHough
not as though it were important. #e dropped 1t into his pouch withous

80 much as a look.

Right up agalnst the wicket Mary could see everything,

could rejolce that eshe wae csharing everything. And re jolce she d1id

(o]

1
’
la the trumpete, the organ, the slnging Levites, the priesgtly

benedictione and finally the ineense floating above the Golden Altar.

It was for her and the other mothere that prayere now “were fleating in

Line . benedlethtons~porrtNr —Promtneem.

a fragrant cloud upwsrd to the Lorg!

——
tapeatyot=thepricEts—were: et YYy oYy them! S bl \
Y A ‘M$U&-\¢43 ‘Pﬁﬂﬂ“hugl*ﬁg
/4ﬂbthe cloud faded cshe smiled at the who £to0od ' next.

“"Waen't 1t wounderful?"
"Wonderful!" The young woman said. She was hardly older B
‘than fary. "It was worth the trip up from Sethlehem, B9 \i&:L“”jf ijmﬁt

brard beand fulle, A
"Your b?b*&ﬁzﬁﬁi@ A ary,\m S

They oes wivealied dvam Mo Y (i i

| -~
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t&en—man,aﬁﬁ ‘retreated with her g/pfgack down _to the Court of
g‘/(A- ) /'L'-;L——&L A 4
the Women. Joseﬁh'was waiting, and ti® Levite ué%p:hv:ﬁlztx::t!:.
"Simeon has sent for us," Joseph said, not trying to
conceal gratification.

"Simeon!"

It was a thing to be called by Simeon, that just old
constantly

man who worshipped and prayed so @emekamxkXy that for his worship
and his walting for the Messiah a cell had been set aside down in
the bowels of the Tgmple.l

Many calla,’vaulta and rooms had been chiseled out
of rock deep in the Templeéa bowels, Bafe ones for the treasure of
gold and silver. Huge ones for the stores of wine, olive o0il and grain.
Dry ones for the making and repairing of furniture. Airy, warm ones
for the Temple's library, five million scrolls, it was said,
contalning the wisdom of Judea from the beginning. There were

gcores of Interlocking tunnels, one of which led even to Antonia.




??ouﬂ to he ¢alleﬂ by o

- Joseph and !I!ary followad the Levite down a afl:aimsy int.o the
- murky underground a-nd.- feeling as---is-howh—mevmhad lentered -an-ethu-ﬁ-"

Tg* 1i|r<>x-’2|;53_'._-l hurried along a tunnel dimly 1it by oecasional wall—lamps-w
W d 80 narrow that Mary emskewsdy kept her albowa ppraad lest a
;5\ - raggsd finsar of rock reach out from the wall and hurt the baby.

li.i'\ . As they hurried they were brushed by a hurrying pries.t.. The ir
. tunnel was the one leading to the Fortress. The return of the
Ty i
'A:‘ priestly vestments was a shame thich had to be kept from as many s

- &— Do

;'7'{1 as possibla.T Yo g i‘-{{e X onA |
|
o @re 1s Slmeon."/ﬁ—ﬁ%ﬁsam and left them.

fh_ A e _M Sy et A

::Ab. g’ "JL““—C—A M&

i e antered ghe baby awoke-ip/ the stp --er—l«ig—h-t and amited at the L
IL:E;‘ ald Waiked Lo < S
f% light, or at the,man who awalted them across /the cell. IR, !
i ‘:='.‘
:’_ﬂ It wag a very small call, ghted by e lamp§ and .'
kgd®

BT an overhead gratipf., It was furnished wfth a mattress and

planket. And Sipleon was a very emall/ 0ld man.




ELQE@nket . And 3imeon was g very 8 mall .ol man.
All men and women, 1f they 14 fjﬁﬁi"g-'auj,_;

;0 those years wnich erage gex, t.

, hle wagx face was uanly

e vmugleﬂ’wrinkleé; a8 bare SUKE  3'1”

gunken out of sight.
Ang yet even W4 such crumpled papers, tkargxx!ti

something may be read. There \e that which, on eecond slght, reveals

the true self, a
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All men and women, if they live long enough, come
ﬂ] finally to those years which erase sex, temperament, even humors.
They are not o0ld people., They are merely old. On first sight they
have no more identity than crumpled papers left so long out in
the weather that all original markings have been scoured off. Tf‘ey

are only tracks left. ln the duat by Tlme s tralling finger. Slmeon Loz Suely,

0.. Lk su’r-...n l\ \-r* R
@r auch a track.. , ;{13 face

was only two, tiny bright buttons among tengled wrinkles, a bare

suggestion of nose; andxgx ears worn &dmost to vanlishing and a mouth A-tvmf
-;LL‘- '-lLﬁfw_ c:‘r( \

S oﬂm e
BO& I PerceplliolreTBLl U, L b B s_-
oA A N C L b § F - % k?‘;"n 9 7 AL B

, And y_ét, aveﬂ)&n the least of Time's trailing tracks,
= SR R R P P b=

there 1s that which, on ser-ond sight, reveals the true self, &

;haracter which shines through. looking closer we sxk do not say
as we had said at first, "The poor, poor old!" With a sense of
; triumphant realization we say, "Why, here is virtue! Hemmmwhs
¥ AN Here is goodness!" Or, sometimes, "Here 1s beautyl"
As Bimeon took three shorfatifr steps -~ he needed
no more to cross his cell -- Mary said to herself, 'his is truly
a good man, And Joseph sald, IsalahX must have looked llke thls

when he called on our people to walk in the light of the lord.,

/ Simeon reachec}/ Mary and ehe g,éva the baby into his

e ==

1arms. He c;ﬁ not take, but fonly recelved, and hold ing the baby

;ha turned his his eyes upward as though the grat.ing had been &

iwindow/racing Jeruaalmﬁ or even Hsavsn. /"" _,.-f
| / "Lort;f," he said, ' now lettest thou }hy servant dppart
n I,/f;ea ce." / b '

| / /
/ e drew an old man's breath, inhaling in slow/stages
.. /




Sy and the Laby blxnked,gl at ﬁmmk,lf"

&MW
( Then 's&:&&:mn turned hies eyes upward «s though

Tthe grating had been a window faclng Jerusalem s Or even Heayen .

“Lord," he sald, "now lettest thpu thy servant depart

1n peace." ey he % gllent fomstemionmelommemtdme, 10 S0 exams M

M ry and Jcm!apl'z's bk o% Lo b g
Mu 0ld man's breath, inhaling 1!;

- ‘\

£low etages as though each wae the last hls etrength could rga_nage.f

“"According to thy word," Ye -gaid g Hha. pauaed again,
"For mine eyes have secen thy salvation (“uhich thou ha'et

prepared before the paxEx face of all people? = light to lighten the

¥,

gentiles and the glory of thy people Iarael.

gty ”ﬁ‘pry looked at doa@Fh who put his h2nd on her arm.

—B31imepn turned knxgazmmraxxgatnx toward ﬁlﬂ.ﬂn—

them ang H/{ wrinkled "olé hand,ﬁgave them a bleaeing,\i‘e 3
said to MHary, "Behold, this child 1e set for the fall and riainé%fﬁggg

4.‘&- %L‘—&c‘-\‘m
of many in E-rael& and for a aiguwbbﬂ—ﬁ gpoken againa.t.-'-'

Mary Was yemp eti]%, and kEamsdxekagexx the 0lé mun
xS bie
leaned =d@®er lookingz at her clogely with hie bright +#&E ol eyes,

"And a eword wxt¥¥xpizzsxzzxxx ehall plerce through

thy own soul alsa," he ssid. G
—= 40 not know luary thought what he meang.




“eata aamething more, about the thonghts ouﬁ mﬁ

many hearte being revealeﬁ .., 208 he pgave the baby bac
biaials

'_Mary-presse} that uarm againet her heart.
Outeide , in the tunnel, snother step sounded and

Anna came into the cell. it first Joseph saw oaly something liks a

-
ol |

| orumpled paper, long out in the weather, but then he thought:

(]




zh-q.-(“‘t\ W P J.D\

)(" E)\,&Lg\ Lé—ta ﬁ\‘L u-.r '\:x ] ¥ “(4. }._ [‘4{»“"4i\| 0 P o 5 A= peef—

Here 1s beauty! \N Q oy o
Anna had had great beauty and ite cemsmes remained.

She was of the Tribe of Asher whose women always had been the

most beautiful in Israel, the only ones entirely worthy to be
- ghe
~ the brides of kings)and among thasweomes=ef her zeneration Anmmx

had been,most beautiful ef ‘all \‘h&

She looked at the child in Mary's arms and/\gave
thanks, as Simeon had done unto the Lord.

/ iy

Another step grew plain. Thls was a strong,

hurryi W ' T )
jfry ng step \ $ L—&aﬁ[-Lb e T J“x_\_-.u—) m
Zacﬁriahrﬁl_wm

Wm& to~have been fgeartily salted, and Deppered-_tﬁmz) \-‘;Q—

ed imnreseiVP in hie ceremonial linen coat, girdle’ anu CHD »
"You have spoken with them?" he said to Simeon.

"And you?" he looked to Anna.

"Yes!" Anna sald. Her volce was brlttleéﬁheL

genapping of a thin dry reed.
i TRy Zacariai was apologetic, "I must daesTe. J“J"L

them away." gev’- BT

H | L L\
Will you come? Zag{ariaﬁ' sald to Joseph.
l-'Ye:s, but "
"We must hurry," Zachari_aﬁ) said.
e b : '
"I'11 carry thJ" Joseph sald to Mar-y*-a-nd—‘b-oe-k—
Almost pushed by Zacaria they 68\1’6 quick,

regrevfel nods to the old palr, Lm.. A»\ c-—(rc\»\ 1SR,

N
sl 12 <1
E\p‘ﬂ-—- (4] ::i.__,‘:__, <) f ».__;_.\_g: P o i ra L e

—b¢



s

3 retraced=iis...
‘In Out in the tunnel Joseph would have

stepe=to the stalrway. h)
"Not that wayl" Zacgrial/ sald. He looked to

Mary. "Do you th}nk the bahy can be kept from rylnm?
T course, ~Mary saldyand gave hlm her breast.

P2 _ 4 %
"We #8® must be qulet," Zacar;as said.,

"What is this all about, Zaqgriaﬂ&" Joseph asked
- L

"I'm not sure, not really, Except that Herod

is behind 1t."
“Herods"
Mary moﬁed closer to Joseph until she could touch

the rough sleeve around his be,, hard arm.

W Rowd? * JeStph saed
: "Well, hise sister. He—h@®&-¥ hag of a sisteq,
'\a‘\‘;lfo _ **er ‘xl‘cs '*O-Q-V wiN Ien~rc p

Salomej

— o e :
u4§§iiiﬁlas_4a_.'f Wjﬁ&awjtﬁt' —Herod-wants-to-see—thems—"

"You're net takinz us..# to her?"
"Oof course not!" Za(-:har'im‘lis was indiénant_ "EWT-THe

oins=tosbotmionsbosnoundad-upy’ He checked o hoot of laughter,

" Imagine what Elizabeth would say if I didl"
"Where are we goinzt" -
"A 1ittle ahead this tunnel branches off and the

branch leads down to a house Iin ;he Street of the Candlemakers.

Thak

You can leave BB after dark and tve Just a family golnz home

like hundreds more."

-




.f.

"\ ff- ‘@"‘-’1 u""‘lﬂ‘ Zac ria‘ whispered. "H,rry He looked .':
% : \u«.iuwe... h
ots

-3 3
g 'back. "That was the ha I couldn't forget JAde=itzms -

-;m éd‘uﬁ‘\ \"\ﬂ’\h
/ she dar : At.o troutle Simeon snd

;*fﬁlong the descending level. '
; ! "Briar is still where the Levite at.abled him,
i S

Mary eetd to Joseph.

' é?ﬂ Joseph asked,

“GCan you get us a donkey, Zacaria
o N
: Zacariaa/aaid. "And

ny111 get your own animal,"
HerodaaithorrosHi e — ”Jif‘:- i B ﬁ\
- s B3 " = !

i (o M~ ¥ k :

: Whhe Counttd T W \"*"-'t"""

} e Abov?)fhe long day of sacrifice wsae ending. At the
i waehing place behind the Altar of Burnt Offeringe prietts

- were beginning to gcy_ub tired hande and acning feet 21d the clean-up i

& ﬁrrw wae gloshlng water over egtalned marble tzbles and the floor.-aﬂﬁ

B f 

. . -

-"\(
i




.I- [‘*
tﬂ.@ﬂ f@‘r *@rer» more prorita ’bu& ltr&t«aad staoé 1t1 %

> portere and guards. be‘g‘ga-ra

m Levite rai.aed amgolden trumpat

;‘I'g&leu 2 lonely twllight note.

.







-231=
A.c_\'\ﬂ.ﬂ \/‘ =1
S B

_ High across the city the sun's first rays, reach-
ing over the Mount of Olives, struck golden fire from the Temple

and in a watchtower four hundred and fifty feet above the still

dark gorge of Kidron Valley the Levite lookout ralsed a white-

clad arm and blew on a golden trumpet,

His signal alerted the hosts below to their sacred
labors which Moses had first decreed, which David had set forth
anew, which Solomon had elaborated, which Zerubabbal had recon- G
stituted and which now were continued under the half-mad Idumaean
convert who sat on David's throne,

The diviston—of priests assigned for duty on this
day, as they would not be assigned again for six months, were al-
Teady at their posts, bare-footed, white-robed and unblemished as «
the Law required, Their chief already had completed the torch-
light inspection of the sanctified precincts denied to Gentiles
and the captain of the Temple police had completed his own ingpec-
tion of everything else within the four spiked walléiéﬁglosgéé
the entdre temple ground, twice putting his torch to the tunic
of a sleeping aentry;as was-his right, :

Now, in the Court of the Priests, the silver

trumpets of three levites echoed the golden warning and one
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priest crouched over the wood heaped on the Altar of Burnt Offer-
ings and huffed and puffed at shavings stuffed down among yester-
day's embers and a thin blaze licked upward and then & thin wisp
of grey smoke, At the peak of sacrifice the wisp would grow to
a thick, black olly cloud.

The chief priest frowned, A red line divided
the gltar into halves, one for the burﬁf of ferings which must be
conéﬁmed entirely for the glory of the Lord, one for uhe sin-
offering, the best of which, when well-scorched; might be hooked
clear to satisfy mortal appetltaé. The line should have been
fresh but 1t could barely be made out, There would be grumbling!
The people complained that all too often greedy priest 1gnored
the line; especially at the end of the lgng, hard day., Tired
then, snd hungry, they aimed their meat hookﬂ;t the most succu-
lent chunk?’red’line or no red line, 1ést they fai1l to provide

a ration for their squa@scxnﬁ5:@44 th e pe L

Strong attendants, who must keep clear the altar
drain by which the hot blood spilled down to Kidron Vailey,
readlied long pushers,already charred and darkly stained, Iiore
men of muscle inspected the blﬁjjq;s in which, as the day ran

y Rrtailng,

on, they would tote off aaheamgnd gl other refuse, The
priests who dressed the sacrifices honed their knives on mar-
ble butcher blocks, Other priests swung arms to loosen the mus-
cles with which they would hang the washed meats on hooks set

into boards fixed to eight short pillars and, later, transfer

the meats to the fire,

Behind the altarystood 2 panel more than a hun-

-
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dred feet high, Under a bordering vine and grapes of solid

l/"rl\f -+

gold 1t bore a picture of Solomon's Temple, B = the panel/’a J‘k(@

orf- Altar end-Holy-of-Holres stood the Holy Place with 1ts
Golden Altar flanked by the table of shew bread laid with a

cloth of gold and the seven-branched candlestick, Reverent

Pt
_| ek \_\ b

priests already had trimmed the candles and brushed the altar
free of yesterday's incense ashes and spread hot coals on the
newly cleaned su:faceﬁdi-giii. Now a third priest set about
the rite which had fallen to him by heaven-guided lot and from

which he would be barred all the rest of his life, This was

the envied, holy task of spread:ng ‘over the coals fresh incense {f>3“““ﬂ

1 ; 3 'temg:nmy'sweetly up to the Lord prayers for all the people.,

) censor shining in the early light,

W

this priest approachadhtheﬂgltar. Behind him lay silence,
Priests and all others wlthln sight and sound were prone, mutely
praying with gratltude for past boons, with thanks for present
blessings, and with hope for future mercies,

At—the-Alter, the chosen priest took care that

his incense fell for the most part on the side nearest the A _
iﬁdwiﬁm/ﬁr‘ﬂﬁ ) A X e, \ag-AOY b 2
Holy of Holies, that perfect cubé{which was empty of all save

A
the Presence of the Lord, and as the cloud of fragrance drifted
upward he withdrew, step by humble step, and the gold and sil-
ver trumpets blew again and the Temple organ played and the

rich, united sound soared westward over Joppa Gate,

| In them%hlrty-frfth yaar‘ef”ths “Teign of the




| ym { ‘the fﬁﬂn&ing oi’ Rom and a tmund years after ma,

k- % to Jerusalem te regnin the precious pnn‘laxo Gf s
II L N ) b <1 -'..I
Bl | approach to the aldun tar‘of- m—?'m%-a S e
L-.t_: A 43 é’ . G iimol 3 s ol “-ﬁ‘?”""“""‘s“ {ie . -f.

5_ 8y dower | It was earl-y in the harsh month of Shebat, ferty-.-‘,pnc- N '.'
e days efter the birth of the son who, the Law of Moses said, had f
3 made her unelean (a dmghter would have made her unclean for \ ;

';:‘___ Gigh‘Y? He was held tight in her arms as she looked around,

Wil
wide-eyed, from the back of the donke.y Rriar, whe had carried

her from Nazareth almoet two monthe before. At her glde Jdosecpn
‘etruck his cinnamon-scefMted storax staff in marching raythm. He
_é'_'weuld have been at her sid? in any case, as long as .hof.
‘1ived he would be, but he was Temple-bound on his own duty, to
buy the release of therr child from sanctuary service, The neces-
sary five shekels were carefully folded into his gzrdl-e. patted

often to u_g&:nro they d1d not fall out unnoticed, m had
- thewetart -of- th ; _ Bethlehem.
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ia the night TUTE LY O tlen e

% : o ‘ ¥ ! e tierus y
clity wall at Joppa Gate, &crf early m W ere ﬂmng 1t %t

to

>

a2 yellow mueh in which Lriar set his etm hooves witlh deligate
Sleapproval. The blg market ggmee %8¢ beglnnlng to bustle@xmdx

. e ) 040 0 S) G35« B .
v

‘&Eﬂ&ﬂﬁ:ﬂnﬂuaaaccustomed as she wae to the scanty wares 1in
Galilean shopsm m2rvelled at the booths, sll overflowins,

-
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‘ 3 mities hurried in from every . |
(] ;tn the prasperzty which Herod, like tha-oarlior dea@ot,'ﬁslﬁnan}
hqd brought to Judea, Hare wae everything and on every hand and
at every price, Eers n.miatress might, for three or four hnndrad
pennies, clothe a slave for a whole year and then perhaps fre;n

the same dealer buy herself a dress costing enough %o clothe a

hundred, Already market inspectors were on their rounds making
sure that a merchant would abide by the approﬂdfpreﬁ.;\af one
gixth of his cost.... unless, of course, 2 11ttle something was

shpped under the table.

But even the market could not hom#a eyes ae’

the huge gmg leavea of Joppa Gate swung M
C—-Briar anibled through. Hundreds trying to be first Lnai“é )

,Qflmped him fore and aft but his at\).zbbo-rn lege hed.d g stralght

...;1‘ i “.‘
course beside Joseph while Mary turneé thile way and that to lo-ok/ﬂ.- e :.._
The o )

shesstisommial, 2t A golden and ivory city. ﬁui;xtkmxnn*tix L el
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Not that much of the splendor which-she had
(o < T
1c1p;ted was enql £ Herod had made, on two hills, a city

Roma pn her seven but around
Joppa Gate there was little proof) There was CHllly the gloomy

citadel of David, =n adjacent barrack, a huddle of laborers

waiting to be hired, a dozen chained convicts ghambling of{)
<howemsemviy, o nearrow, cobbled street climbing up and up.
lary yielded to i'.he di1sillusionment which

gso often brings, "In Hazareth I couldn't wait to

Y., — "-"

gee this, but now it doesn't seem m .

ms
s u)\{uj s ‘du

?L“Wazt t1l1ll you see the 'Iomple,“ -il sa:l.d,g

HeT; Isn'*t-1t wonderful that we a!!"'ﬁ‘l.'@rwfrg--
' ,___,\,,‘___ ﬁ.;o"-'l'—"'xa Ti"fo.. é(‘—{? Y\r‘n:u-q?\'\ N\b :S\I\-GJL‘A—’

(n ; ) T Uk <5 W _/%JA—- A *‘-‘—C%XCM\\ :
' %[ Joseph looked down &t Wé® and marvelled, She 5

hadn't & fear in the world even though she, also, had heard the
warning which Vedius Rusco gave on returning from his stormy f-‘ "I "\L.l

interview with Herod, ) )

" About the warning Joseph and Mary had agreed

there wae nothing to be done, although Joseph, of course, had

seen at once how 1t tied in with the watch kept by Peleg and
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the other beggars,

\\.ﬂf\;‘n ‘- ﬂ"ﬂ- T""

o).
hed-vard—eerenely, ' \

"It 1sn't as though anyone were looking for any

mf\t— . S

particular baby," Joseph haé sald doubtfully._

o

"We came safely down MWW

Aind we'll go safely 'ﬂil!“ k“ R s, I e T —3 >J"
h Sl

ﬂiuuiﬁake 1t sound as eér; as driving a nail,"

Joseph—had—smried,

But her seremity and faith ¢#@e had made him

oaﬂy, and he remained easy now, even though 1t wasn't w1th him
$ beea.
as 1t was with her. Not exactly! Now and then}what Vedzus
_,(_‘{l-. ’Lﬂ—Lct~r--~_ a1 J_.r\
Rusco had sa1§$§hﬁ -c%oud-h&sqthoﬁghﬁe.{

They moved out from under the shadow of the five

i,

strong towers of the citadel which had defended Jerusalem for
centuries, The cobbled street climbed and 1ts shallow atepf!
which had saved camels many & slip, now saved Briar, At either
curb lop-sided huts of the poorest of all the city held one

another up,

The road forked The rlght tine, less a street
than a cramped slot, curvéd among lop-szaed huts to connect

[
Lhag) after a quarter mlle with tﬁq:Street of 'the Candlemakers, /Those
.-';/_/ - _...—’
Ot who/ took 1t apok9 chzefly 1n tﬁe affeéted accent of Jerusglem
f

\naxavas and ;ﬁ;en amirked nver ﬁhéﬁ?araher, Tuder-speechjof-—

Eebcﬁae and Joseph, f’ f \\
f .

_f & f : “I could make a @ace, ton@ and for a better
sk e LI

f/ reason," ’} “Somé of thosa‘women aren't hardly

S
LTS b ) L\




Mary rode along, Fhllinx On &veryone,snd everyone

/
1€ . Hung 1'{:(:‘:_5-")

behind them, come carrylng

f-a-iﬁe-h"__ CerEd S3 JF@ Trimets
bu_‘{...,.. d\.\: e i%.
nf—;;,\ are the oOne

varter mlle with the)lStreet of  the “andle ‘ aRker &X Jogeph and
ond__

Iy /\-ﬁ—“—_-:: the hundreds bearing
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the left tine. : — G T
’ This climbed past Herod's galace. The mighty walls,

slowly weathering to rose and ivory, and the hard, sharp-eyed mer- '
ived rexiwdd DoRa Y
cemaries on guard before the gates,jkramnxktxbxex Joseph's dread and e '

Mary d4id not stop Briar for a better 1001:5:-& \-f-!?* \H\. So&mt} Y
A
Now why, Memp, wondered, should a man who commanded

all this, all this safety and luxury, and an army,too, be frightened

because another baby, even a speclal baby, had come into the world?

d,&though he was a king she.pitled him,/ ¢

%

"Herod 1s sick to death, Isn't he, poor man?" she wmis.

‘:‘SO:LLKI\ \;\c_rtﬁéf—a/ \j{n‘ﬁ-‘ S&-c_> k“—d{ . e

The cobbled road continued to climb and sometimss,

ahead, 1t seamed to narrow untll #ary doubted they could get t%%ugh
pefore it closed up like a sewn ee2m, But it was still narrowly open

at the summit of Jerusalem'e weetern hill. It levelled off then 4nd

Mary could look acrose the wlde brldge mhich_spanneggfeep, steep Tyroggﬁn

Valley to connect with Zion, the eastern hilis and with the Etreet wadch
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ren on to the great apzked wall of tha Tamﬁﬁy r1810g defzantly

under the gloomy fortress where’ tha H:gh Prieat'a veatmentu
were undar Roman lock and kigs-gThe c¢rowd was thickening and
Briar was 1nc;;;;I;é§§h;tubborn against so much jostling,
Joseph pulled the donkey to one side and stopped,

"Let's look around," he said, "And not just at

T

the Temple, either, but around at the whole city."

% To the north and south along the western hill
there was now proof aplenty of the grandeur of Herod's Jerusalem,
The new mansion of the High Priest! The Sanhedrin's impressive
council chamber; The ornate homes of merchants waxing richer
and richer and of Sadducees, Pharisees and Herodians, all new
\ and almost all dwarfing the old, unkempt, abandoned palace of

A

. the Hasmonaean dynasty whose leaders Herod had executed,

3 Almost i1mpregnable, Jerusalem lay on 1ts two
hills, lay balanced on two fingers of rock at the end of the
great plateau which began within sight of Mary's own Nazareth, 5
With so many new buildings shining now under the sun 1t was
truly Jerusalem the golden,

"Think of 1t!" Joseph said, "This 1s a place that “
has stood against conquerors almost since Abraham, First 1t was
1little Uru-salem, the hill of safety, an outpost against the
Pharaohs, Then it was the chief city and holy place of the Jebu-
sites, Then David won it land Solomon adorned 1t, Nebuchadnezzar
tore 1t down and Nehemigh rebuilt it, It and Babylon and the
Greeks' chief city were great togetherTl How Babylon and Athens
are gone, Today 1t is great with queian&*ﬁi!:unﬂaﬁi?* He
looked to where Roman spears glinted above the impregnable rame
parts of Antonia, Almost impregnable, said the spears, enjoy-
ing their moment da'Babylon had enjoyed hers., "And 1t will

8t1ll be great when Rame-eud—ﬁ&uxun&nt-hewe fallen.

o .,L-».»W-LM







' J' - told them 1t was emmgh to love
o Justzu, and to walk mumbly," Joseph said. “But they

2 believefl the Lord is pleased by the burning of rems and t
* of thousands of rivers of oil," 'tt W o UV P
B # A white-robed = came searchlng along the re AN
| | oo , AACIEL. . oidie phaet The "[ NS

£ LS AR et T T\ . : o
wg_gtiaum\‘m 'Qw"\—\ e “\GL‘—“-L' -t/ L..Ah 1A 534'-*0- ;

"
%“‘“ DR B 9 "There can't be two like you," he laughed when
he sighted Joseph, "Za.char:a.h told me how you'd look. I'm to

h teke you where you must go,"
%., ‘ ¢ v YRE ﬁlbﬁr—-g__(}‘-ﬂ\a_)
: R M}H there were ‘;Li.u to get liarann Bri

u f through the pushing, ahovi;g crowd and acrossg the bridge. And l]

) glad to be acrose and beyond the ripe odors which were heady evenk-((\“‘{k*
'xh\‘-«.\_ o Loe %' : n»_o T e
? after G seventy: up from the clamorous

, : ? Vol ;-
the Gandlemakers, J :

- They all eame—to the quiet; well=poirced — - l
MM came to the Temple's main western gate |

and m noisy, grumbling but good-natured press of worship-

|

pers -- young and old, the poor in tatters of burlap, the rich
in warm shawls and immaculate Trobes -- went into the bedlam of

the huge outer court where Gentiles, also, might stand,

O Hynoothiod ) Sdiana WA LR YT ‘\
Mary slid to the rough pavam\a%and stood hes LLs-A.

twesn Joaeph&m. Behind, from outside the Temple
wall, hoarse shouts rumbled out of the Tyropoeon Valley,

"I'11 be back as soon as I've stabled the don-
key," the I-evﬁa/\aﬁd hauled Briar away.

_ o : "They sey this place holds s hundred thousand,"
A S eS8 E -
said

./‘"é—u_k«;m(. Tt ‘AH-QM

on the great




feast days,“#m-m-mef-‘l&’asswer, Pentecost and the Feast

of the Tabernacle.,"

The great Court of the Gentiles was widest on
the south, narrowest on the west, On the east stood Solomon's
Porch, At least some said i1t was the proud monarch's very juse
ti1ce seat, although doubters insisted that in a2ll Jerusalem
nothing had survived the savage destruction of Nebuchadnezzar,
The lofty Sanctuary blocked off the north side of the Court but
on the other threEJcolonnadea shaded promenades for all who
came, whether to meet fﬁlends or gossip or perform religious
rites or admire or only .satisfy 1dle cur1031ty.//Gn—%heﬂweat“f“

—the—colonnade roof provided an easy avé“nﬁé"'alpffg which the Les

__gion could rush from the Fortress whenever_é}ouble-threataned}
The colonnade pillars, which three men with Jjoined hands could
scarcely encircle, provided shelter for money-changers now cry-
ing for the business of all within earshot,

Each money-changer sat against a pillar on a
padded stool with a big money-box on either hand, One box held
only shekels and half-shekels of Temple coinage, The other, in
many compartments, held alien money, Greek, Roman, Tyrian, Per-
slan, Egyptian, Syrian, The Temple rejected these because they
were stamped with the likenesses of bulls, owls, hawks, horses,
and kings gnd emperotgjand violated the commandment against
graven images, Temple coine bore only the seven-branched
candlestick or a palm branch, or a 111y, eor Solomon's Temple,

~hnd.of-course=every time- you make-a swbp'yﬁu“f
Ray-e-feu; " ZEDEUCE HALA,



b “WThis time 1t 1ﬁf:3xthe priests who get you go-

I;ng and coming," Mary smiled, -

"Oh, no?" Zebedee boomed, .. "Do you think any
money-changer stays here gnlesg”ﬁ;-épllts with the Temple?"

“There.;sn't mucﬁ-to ¢}?;da," Mary said,
-"Isn't the -fee just a couple of pénﬁies9“

"But that's Just for an evan trade," Zebede/// <
said, "If your coin is WDrth more than the Temple coln y want,
the money-changer cha;gba extra for making bhange ,/K/d he al-

ways charges for wyfghzng. And 1f your mnney\lx 't well-known

he gets a bonus/just for taking it, And of ouréé;he'll nearly

always shortychange you, The-fee is two yennies bUtklf you pay

siX or ei N

A% you'll get off better than most,"

P

-Nik’ A curly-haired Syrian sidled up to Joseph, "I

o

know the only honest money-changer in the Temple,* he whispered.
"I got my Temple shekels long ago when a money-
changer came to my village," Joseph explained,

.The Syrian kicked in rage, Small dealers had cut
into the Temple trade for years by setting up shop 1n big towns
before important feast days, but lately they had been going to
even small places, and all the year around,

A crafty man whose speech resembled that of Je-
rusalem except for a queer accent tugged at i;%;&ge?a sleeve,

"Have you got your ticket?" he asked confiden-

tially,

—"Do-I-have to have & ticket?" Zabe&eaaw#nkad at
\

~Jlosephr E
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"I don't kextmxmxi need one," Joseph said,

“Ah! A Galilean! You're lucky I found you, my friend.
Probably nobody else in all thls place could understand the lingo
you talk,"

"I know I don't talk like a Jbrusalémite," Joseph sald
meeklys %x "But ..."

"You think me a Jerusalemite!" The tout was delighted.
"How my accent must be improvingk“ He dropped his voice to a whisper,
"The fact is, I'm . dwst a Jew from Egypt, Alexandria." His crafty
look deepened and he waved toward Solomon's Porch where priests
stood beside pens and cages which held sheep, cattle and birds all
‘“Don't

toward the porch. "Everybody who sacrifices mhould do it by ticket. You
buy it from one of those, But you need me. I can tell you where you
can get the best price,"

"But ..." Joseph began again.bﬁf e

"Now don't try to tell me, %gﬁfﬁfgﬁﬁ} that you intend
to bring your own sacrificel Just imagine thousands of sacrifices
being brought by thousands of worshlppers and adding to the mob!
The Jam would be so thlck nobody'd ever get up even to the Court of
the Women, let alone higher. Nobody with sense brings hiﬁrown sacrifice.
He Just ché%ea from the samples those priests are showing and buys a
ticket and. hands the ticket to the proper priést at the-Altar and the
priest makes a proper sacrifice from\gnimala and birds that are walting
and are brought in as needed."

"I'm sorry," Joseph said, "but ;Bdon't need any tiékat.

,A'bne of the Temple priests has already taken care of our sacrifice."”



The tout began to wail over time wasted when he might
have been elsewhere making an honest penny, but his complaint was cut

short and he was brushed aside by the returning Lavifj%a.
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Again there were two to shield Mary, this time on
the walk toward the elevation from which the golden Sanctuary
looked down on the great court. The levite led the way, but after .
only a rew steps he stopped to stare.

swlngs

"She never mmmmx her dugs in here unless Herod wants
a thing," he said under hés breath to Joseph{) "What is it now?"

"Who do you mean?" Joseph asked, and Mary, also,
looked around curiously.

gscowling )

"Herod's sister)" the Levite aahﬂhand Rexdknxzazhandx
concealing the movement in the folds of his robe waggled a cautlous
thumb,

A short distance off Salome, herself shlelded by
four anxious slaves, was flouncing through the crowds,

"So thatf*'hosaph sald, "Xs the &8 -princess of the
Idumeanai" For all her silks and Jangling go0ld necklaces and Jeweled
bracelets she looked more like a harridan up out of the gutter, but

she was a harridan who mede him remember Vedius Rusco's warning and

he could not help a worrled glance ail-ereund. dr Ggw?”fl )
> :

si&xxnk scraunEL" Mapy =a1d’, Sh&wvuﬁ“ﬁv“ﬁﬁ?ﬁmvﬁ??tiﬂ than ever”

ql J.(A_LIJ'I.L LA o= o{..l-q. ] JFI bl ‘J ':“:-[. EAS

1d--show snméﬂunncern fondSalaQQy.“I guess that even a

princess can't escape some*teBmdble trouble," she said, “Because C%*”
¥

0. e BRGS

onlyltrouble almost beyond bearing could make anyone look sospulded

PETIE TR Po inmss————————— SRR o
he i i 57 - L - . . - - s e ant

The Levite scowled more darkly atnmoresshouting
, and angling away to take hlis charges

farther from Salome led on to the massive palustrade guard ing the

l\-J I\ e \' 2S5

sanctuary elevation. PlazZuges at all thirteen entrances warned sternly
in Greek, Hebrew, Latin, Egyptian and Syrilant



M S

z in the wintry aafiderbrush.”In t

aked h-ig drifted p€hind a distant

o u.-.-'-riﬁla::-n:——;'-_ = Tooen-tter- B
g ' QL cowit
' Peleg agsin. Briar would recognize him. With Mary

on his back Brlar had walked alongslide Peleg for wemy mliles. Com
A danes OH\
&‘\by this evidence of & watch Joseph walked into
the warm room full of new-baby odors and into the particular
welcome of Mary's smile.*
O==Q==0==0m==0=~0

Mary

# was nursing her son and hls welght was relaxed against
her and both small hands clutched as though to squeeze out the
last seurdsirins, sweet drop.

"We're @ waliting for you," Mary said. She drew
back her head to free her amber necklace entanzled in eme=Sf o —

= clutching fineer
(_f/

P

o 190 \L'L‘-PW*Q\ YOy, "‘-‘TFV Ho'l-é
JDEHph_SmtTHG_B!!!;EIIEEE!Fﬂt—bhe—éalioatﬂ_sﬂ""ﬁ

and looked around. w Welcoming him with
various Lealsy) E»«(,\_ : a_.-_muul,\ @}

3¢_c- lga..‘\n\mbtgﬁu.» L«_u.‘..\.m |

;takes his 4inner;" Ellzabeth




"ﬁdﬁﬁnatautly reprim&ﬁaing in that noarse warm volce of hars.r

”ﬂhll' Here we are, reaay to talk everything over ané




ta etand stralght 1nﬂ not to emilp. ihey coulﬂ Emila
\ camtﬂg'back they het been told a8t rehesresl
Nouv ' it wee Wagnorg

"Here gomes :the bridp
Here comes the bride....

"
Uitey could not eed Tib, Juet elght bente behind, L
i tx:utxxxnlnu&xautk&sxaxuxnthaxx akhzr;xhaxnaaxukmaxtxbnxtt&t@xﬂlﬁ.f
afxhigxskaxxyxxithxzakzgncanakyansxx but all slong the ulgle she f J
‘heard the tributs of breath caught 1n ﬂ#llght,ﬂnétehc gax ‘the quk?f;"
Lngzﬁﬁg'ﬂ'dﬂrk eyee ng he step dyfdrﬁarﬂ,'smillng, to greet his
bride. |
. The groomemen had divided snd take: thelr plagess
'_T;the bridesm=id £ yrEARxEXRKEX C 1 '
] j_hé?£F1§ at tne left, opboettﬁ.?r‘d. - fmag Lt 12 sbout reaelvinéﬁ 3

Tib'e bouruet; Fred, no Aoubt, |hed $¥e ring ogfhi: alnd.

Tib wrr;ved, g e % cloud o e ‘G ol hﬂrfsﬁthqﬁ Sl kl

0 wHo wae almoet biretin: out,of/his cutépsy/with eolenn éhptlﬁa.
- Khzax After hP "zave thie wghar . an" anﬁ’;dlni_ ie wifey
~Jack and le'ﬁﬂtn Tred ag “etey - : I_ 4o al¥eT anﬂ_gfﬁiy '
-.'.f.'-o'ﬂ‘k' the bou~uct, sle Lehap Fyed proe fed the rlng'.‘ i
| ThH: be 1tus ided Lnfetey's eare like
U an eoho, echolng (thE vowe ehe and Noe had Yaken. Jhe kaex they werye :
“‘Jﬁlknbétng AR e b lové ghglxxx b J;'éomrort;hlm; nonour sud kee
-fhim. in eloknege =nd in hcatfﬁ; Lnd foreskins ail chrraﬂgﬁjri :. ‘

zﬁgnly unto hiin, &5 1 ong FE yé-:oth ghall 1w ?

taxRavexxad xka caiis !xaaxthtnxds;xtuxnatﬂx-rar-




;;_-"' wondered before--whether she might have developed a softer ~.’ _
ﬁ manner 1f she had kept snough f’-gt on her bones to look softer, II
* - There are some girls who start out adke bony o ,15
LI’ little bgf:ys and end up looking like bony men, or almost. In : i \:ﬁ
fI“ befwean they have a m:and marry"w’ 4"
F‘:‘ | but the strugzle to complete this natural cycle seems to sweat 3
|l" away any briefly .atlz_c.umu-la-‘_oed evidences of romanhood. Petallike
% ot skin roughens-, inviting curves vanish, breé;,t.s Which had' been 5
‘ . 2uple fopmsone-and—dadehbens all but vanish. The marvel was M__; g

e in spite of such vanlshin%mwm”mﬂtgmr—

v

E‘.-. . .-a-hwm..nama.ﬂ-md—-&n Elizabeth}mw eyes were tender and melting,

]‘ her thin face still had beauty and her zaunt figure was graceful : b o
st1ll. But that manner! t - - -‘?
e : | "While we walted, we figured," Elizsbeth said, "and i
F' you gan, and that will be four days from now."
i | urth d;y he ‘E
" and Mary would make the or three milea, to Jerusalem, ; ”,-5
= ' n The Geedan .

i nd the long waityfor the r acrificlal altar. & __
;&;."‘-' hose two hurdles We: lbuld start . ;
"—‘ for Naaar Just as well as not., Re nodded approval, J s :_j
i | "And_then," Ellzabeth sald, "you can zet to tuming *'?é
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mome of us B see why you ang Mary shouldn't go up to Jef
Bt

' < 4% 0aure)

<kl \gi\aoon as -p;-an , and that will be four days from now.

i \““»\ﬁ Joseph ,thet—widely—travelted—men, sn

5% easy use of the hraaa familiar 40 svery
Sl CPS SN

( to—others. "Up to Jerusalem'"

pape s e R S Y BT
LD St L

the , whep -"‘ ¥ spoke of zoing anywhere, usually

L

meant timay were going north. But the Jew, whether hé

Jerugalem from the north, south, east or west, always said

because that is how he went. Up, ami up, o up to the citadel, clt i'..“'-"-t
aehid :

-

none of us could see why you and Mary shouldn't go up to Jerusalem

as soon as the Law allowa', and that will be only four days from now.

Joseph smiled faintly at her wsey use of the phrase So
. famibier-to SVETFSew- LRt lwape puzzling to oy Gentlles ‘e
::: Ty : '-had-.ma.t_m&n-id-e—éudos? "Up to Jerueslem'" When your Gentile spoke

of golng "up" anywhere he meant-somg north, But your Jew, whether

he appr-oached Jerusalem from the south, north, east or west, always

IR T8

b sald up." because that was how he went., Up, up, up, by paths and

roads sometimes SwewmEy steep for goats, to the citadel, city and

=T

Temple perched at0p their ué;aggy mounta !.nA[ g :
_ "I.-can't see why we shouldn't, either, he agreed. On the

R fourth day he and Mary would make the two or threa mile -& to go&‘*—

. e m, the steep c¢limb, and the long wait in the golden Temple

-'-. for the rite MM Only those hurdles wsre

et T e s i e e m———— e e e iy
E ! y & i
\ : o
- b
‘o i " Y ) ' r 1
'
e b
o




back go Hary can rest a few ﬁaye bafore you

Nazareth." ! W |

.dqsepb agreeﬁ Esgtfthat wae g gaaé plam, t00.

'“Anﬁ then,“ Elizabeth ssid, “you a&a-get tﬁ;iprhing




- out sickles again 'a_a',nd ’yra'gga.ng they stay sharpsxx longer than
any other sickles in all Gdalilee." \
This tlme Joaaph did not need to wonder whether

Elizabeth was Joking., He had never, in all his life, sald his
e D SA 3 hLugred

gickles were that u:ood, althoumhr-e-a—!m they

Probably Were, vy i it < - LR

v

"You'll get the firet one I make," he grinned.

"
That's what you re hlnting for, I guess.," »
' : A elu. cars ‘-g N oo

"We figured you could Sloan—up e redemption NOEIZ
.aha.,too,"}ﬁ:-ﬁia said, "I mean on the same Tw=mEg® trip." ’?':Ie.y_.‘-l. ncééi"d‘

. tnd he unders

et

a [ailwe

Weditional years

A\ e ,
L weuid—bo—a—aood—thina—to see about 1t while

- i




;4195-,

“Hﬁat I don't 1like," Elizabeth sald, "is that Mary
will have to walt and walt., Waiting tires you when you'Ve just
had a baby." !ﬁ/>
"well,“l can't do anything about that," Zacaria
sald regretfully. "With so many trooping to Jerusalem to pay this
tax set by Qui¥inius, lots of people are killing two birds with
one stone and are settling their Temple debts,too., The Temple is
packed from dawn to dark -- C urt of the Gentiles, Court of the
Women, Court of Israel. The Holy place would be packed,too, if a
double line of Levites didn't stand guard to keep people where they
belong " :

"And every last one barefooted," Elizateth marvelled,
"It's a wonder how they keep their toes safe."

éﬂﬁary turned the baby over her shoulder and everyone
PeidFtervend ﬁaited with tender concern until the proper bubble
popped from his milky mouth.

"That's the good baby," Mary murmured and settled him
into his bhest-crib. Hé wiped his lips with a velvet tongue, popped -
another, tardy pubblé, and blinked.

."Even if Zacarlalwere able to put me ahead," Mary

satdyz¥zx

e 0




ghe as é‘
. k}x sing him
h.

!

Bl S
RS

the !
% ‘_way quick,"
get-you a ring

2
-

'r"-l"

.ﬁ-uwm.u,ei




ich Pharisee who takes his turn}"

l c—al'_.

popped §
said, "I wouldn't want 1t. Taking someone else's place isn't the _j
- . way to make a sacrifice. I'm just as able to walt as angone." :
! X . ;
"Even the anyones who haven't Just had bables?" L e

~Elizabeth snapped. ' 30N .
- “"Havinz a baby is good for me," Mary sa Ld "H—unnt— ~
iy - .
Bri\said. He~had zone restlessly #6 the 5
around here? When ﬁs_' f‘*ﬁ
&5
" ,r.ll
;
iR
A
2
one 4

said., "







" and touched her son's cheek.

e 4 i s = "R ris ... K] i . ';; J",‘
oha E e Wy ’ - : I I y | ) ) :.|.-‘1'I :[¢!J X
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"Eefeclaliy gsuch a perfect one." Ellzabeth cried. =

L -. - £ i ! 1y 5 . 3 " I. f JI :

- "Perfect baby, perfect husbandl" : :

Mar 1aﬁgued.‘“mnat‘s right! Don't worry asbout ma;‘"
? - .

Elizabeth," she added. "I'm ready for the trip. Aud I 'll De, g0

 glad to cee the Temple!"
"We '1l take thinge slow; you'll have plenty of timéfﬁi

Ul
5

tor everything ," voseph sald.
g , it
"There are beautiful things to gr=," Zachariase sald. 3

"And wonderful people. There are Slmeon and Anna "

{




Vs perl

"That ¢ right,

"W e'll take

Joseph sald.
%

 YExxismylxx T4
“"There ; '
tiful thinge to sed — Fﬁérfui_people¢Ilh. & -
imeon and Anna.. ‘ ’?3 ¥,

‘-.. L
a1
i
R
e -
¢
¥ i
Y
A
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MShe 1s the prophetess, rentt—ened? Mary JEEEs, S64-)

"YEEJ“Hiaebotﬁamdnnmmmad-*fﬁae was widowed as a girl and

nas never denarted from the Temple sk nce although she 1is _-
fasts and prays day and ulght.

015 wemasa NOv. And $aeme—be Simeon, the noly wan, _'co'mea' to

the Temple every dagj v 5. L  that he will not sec

death befaore hez has geeqn the heseiah bhe-oo.ooie#ien—nﬂ.a&naﬂ}"

Jogseph and Mary were q1lent.
"He probably will," E izabeth gaig

She stood up. "Well, we

-

&masphxan&x?axyyxgzgxxkixakxxﬁukiﬁaxxxxaxgxx

b : o
must go homem and let pom g‘}ve the perfect husband hie aupperé__

byso
m you‘&L.take gome with hihn:{“ “ary ﬂaidJriSlnf:,LwG)

Angd wheun thsxxahﬂnkxkhxixx Elizabeth shook her head emphatlually,
Thter, '
Hary saiahwaIlf\it A8 !lﬂ.oeciaed' In four daye goeéph sad I go up

to the Temple."

"And come back here to rest," Ellzabeth eaid.




Héhrj Ford had gent a Feace “Wipfto get yhe boye out of the
*@raushes by Ghrietmae. But he hadg t Excceedef. And no Allied
the @zrman/line. U bosts wers

Mnericafis grew lesgé neutral 2all

This was 0n Tib s it na when 'she u‘ue out kzxkzx to the

"fialarda late o onn Dunﬂay ofternoon. [She/had been skating with her

"

’H@ had ‘sucy fun!: _efle fxclaimed, ahéklng_oﬁt'of her

‘ 'ﬁﬁyﬁ'ﬂna-pinniﬁg up HET loosened heir. Tib was ag expert on the ice




"And then sbesd=@or Nazareth," Joseph galdy «n“._-_

-
~ i el

o 5 s ia TLATI N 9 B i~

When he and “ary were 2lone, he sat down by the

Zﬁ,zzh ' ¢cradles, %ﬁzﬁi;grhis biz finger, cg' he lﬁked to 9. along ﬂibn ;
e, , At put ai&g%[ﬁﬁfl”ﬁf soup on the table and bro
ARY vaby e soft neck. Mary/wazxpaux AXXBULX AL BEUPXAAE A Bringkux out

flat loaves of bread, &md Jne small golden belle of her anklete =

get up 2 faint tlokling sound gs eHe moved busllyhabouf. ﬂbeph_ii'

..:. ol renelber--ae6 gy ] ey e -'-\- ™
L olcaes Promdea e TR WITIE Wwe were away?' ehe aeked.
w30 e onttte s il ' '
' R .

~ 1 fary se=mmmees understond, A4 A-me-—-v‘!-
e "Do you remember,"

she sald, 98 he started to eat@ _[‘

[ el ) \
"how you rolled the roof of Hw house to keep it' from leaking in

toe rain whil e we were =way? , ! b il

"1 remember."

“T'm eure 1t didn't leak."




ﬁg h&r hewy Boat, ,lam‘l taking the t~ro ey. Nlaollet u.:x,
*vemxe wae erewﬁed,u s’nop wlﬂdese were cigiuu, and the new

Lo

wag the soul of geodlnature. She

'm hlways wante& ta do u’aat nez friende waate_d :-to G0. She waited

; __,n: ‘them,’ admireﬁ them, love

them fondly. EHEN B R

"You's never guasa i.-.t . Betaﬁ;thought asm

| fvf :;:'.‘ 43%
I

ah
'G’v‘.‘fi\!“ b g




- . *u

.'

! 1]

"1 11ke the SHiew Lt glves ae o Mavint xabor ;?
"I wonder how’ our doves are getting on,“ Joaeph gald.
aé confided suddsnly. s 1’on 't feel really eagy until we re back :

therew eafe and aaund.

“Why, of course we'll get back safe and gound!" Mary

He put out hls hané sud 1in sllence emoothed the

~ "You know the holy writinga,” mary eald. "You know them

H Ibetter then + do. You know the Lord says he is aluays with ue."

‘\f‘f I. H-
"I do kn@uf“ Josepi,, ;_ﬁ "ﬂe 13 ‘my refuge and my

rortreae, my Gad, 1in aim will 4 truet.

"I mst remember," he thought, "to aay that to Vediua

eay it to him."

"y 1ove.that psalm," Mary gaid. "I love that other

part ...'He shall give his angeles eharge over thee, to keep thee 1in

&11 thy waye. Tney ghall bnar thee up 1n they haade, lest thou

L)
ﬁaah thy foot againafra etone "'\‘/ , . )

¢




Balahazzar optimiatically gave his wild "baard a

LR het —
. finger-combing. Only Esrom and Malchi_.or d1d webhing to lmprove

NN _their appearance / but Esrém, like a host, é&fo—hond- tmqard_

i’ ‘the door and Melchlor, llke a patriarch entering among his

‘;p'a'ap;a, passed and ,knocked.

6 —- 0 — - 06 — -0
: Joaaph opened the door, his '
g outlmad ’ DY, th;:ﬂght. behind him.
_ | "Woere is he who was born king of the Jews?"
ﬁolchﬂior aske;l. "

Joaaph peered

e T s

"Wa have come to worship him," Melchlor said.
" Come in‘," Joseph smiled anﬁ whan the three Magl
“ ‘hed passed and he saw who followad his amlle t.umad to .p-n
) '3}%“._. Q_%{,,_&_N\# . ) #
| "ﬁhy, it's Esrom and Zorobahnl and Obed .."
"And Baor!" Beor sald, clapping Joseph's shoulder.

s ) ) .
T . "Come on, come in! I&M%*
The camel driver tugged at . his chargee. By peaking

% ' : An ﬁ;‘:ﬁ %:i , WL, sloaest,
through the window he saw _ ., 88 those who were

|

‘really inside. RO l::_—

;- eiygle lamp in the Eingle=-
= "“a‘""B'I‘t't On--8--




Eleep; she cricd. "I muet have had 4 meceage , as Gan7ase

_the rest of you." e

"Of course, you G1d," Mary ssid lovingly. Ysde—_
2 e
The driver came in and went out and came ln and
went out and ‘came 1n, placing the phree packe before the Magl .

¥hayrthemsaivasxunkiadxthexpaax The Magl d1d mot ask him to

1

1




old fri_.endsf'#l'_ ,

sQk o last furtive wipe at

| 5. do more than carry t.em in. ‘P;'—’mﬁ, themselves, untled the , ! '3.-)_“%\_‘{
" packs and moving oo . Fot-to-wale —the—sleoping—ehild @Fm) M .‘ |
' presented the gifts which they hsd prepared with such thought

and brdught, with such hardship over so long a road . | 3 _
"This 1s zold," Gaspar said, "for a mizhty ruler." . ' 'r_'C
‘ "This is myrrh," Belshazzar sald, "“for a zreat i:
I healer," ) o ;"
f "This le frankincense," Melchior murmured, "for ?” 9
the true Messlah whose name shalll be called Wonderful GOunéellor, .' ‘:"iT
! the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." He ﬁ, 3 ‘
‘;_ d1d not add a thing which .
 wees thinawiatel had been a cloud the whole way from ?Trsia. He ::.:'%ki
A ’\ had been warned back there that frankincense pra—flgurad’\daa[tih. t%

: » ' ’ T o p.rjj.:‘_W“

-\ % Rk e an BT Al

el ..--.+ r- '_P“mﬂ"‘r:”

i W =
",',""- e ive 1o B D8 g g i L yn." T A =/ ¥
B T T T ey A Y Pl o



' ..*u _-..'

: , : : of =
he amm ﬁhfa‘i‘ Bt bt wae amyﬁ%,...‘a

She 1lifted the baby and he woke an£ blinkeﬂ at all
ﬁhe brightnesz. Mary smiled down at hilm and prOpped bim, goft snﬁ

@awev on her arm. The lagl kmkxxk knelt. They had not_knelt ta
pod but tﬁey knelt nom, oﬁq&éng—veggtizz;ﬂaow Melchior eigbeé

ae he knelt. He had not besen always ouite aure that his old bones
:E ~ would bear him to the end, and the sigh told of hie rellef and grat=

BTN

fv itude. And the shepherds beck by the door, knelt down too ‘and bent

i

,,-fj~ % S UYL . ._
g% thelr heads, and Beor'tried a laat Snelonet uipe at his wet cheet.-; e
- + iy Y = LB 1 Lb : -. .

. "We hzve brought F!ifts S Melchiar eaid ,m‘x

M—Q r-“

. i*g&
Taak gxxtndpiaxkxxtxiixx rte&nngxam&}}s he epoke the door banged

-

open and “lizabeth burst in and e£hook =& scolding hooded head at ;;
guch & gathering about a new mother and baby at such & time . _
E - of night. | i
' "I knew 1t!"™ She shook her hesd 4 particularly at : -
Jogeph, "I knew there wae gomething going on over here. i couldn 't

glecp," St now her gaze took 1 the white-clad, turoaned Bagy 5
It = A5
i and she stammered "On!" ang teﬂt 3 step, &a—fetreﬁt. It was the fira;, o
i _ Mary had ever s
h‘, . -.time/tnx xxxiaxthinxitfzxkaatxxhxxhaa geen Ellzabeth entll ; }.ﬁﬂ'
L o "’ : _ B

‘confounded. i , sen

r'.""» : m An n»‘ at, wﬁ%aahewx atamylaga. “:t o1a mat l:rw.

o SO



be e agﬁ.myrrh.'
RXXRE rrankichHSe/"It .

_ 'PMa fjvﬁs}fauuit eyes k&inhixgxxh:xxxxxxx
“ gus : g
amileﬂ at eaeh/ln turn and than at Jcsgph AlwayE, alwaye, ﬂkuan :
B cony SNawsd o
1ooked 1aat &t Joaéng xb—steod over.mith the shap@ards, a

Pillwoaken strength./

i; s Hu::::w#aﬁ
Mary 1ay the baby in the craﬂle anﬁ bent

the gifts. These were not Jjust gold




t this out of his mind and now he did not spesak

Sars later others fim§lly said 1t/ and it continued

sajld sadlrlﬁhrough the centurles, 7\ A
At Lisvboe, Lty t\ o e \t’(*ﬁ-*—"-—
e ) —“aa ~ ke ., : S-S aMefn-ae hS

| 'f:t g ™ C\_\“‘L?\
O 8-F—irire—tien s—Megh, 1looked humpdy at Mary. The

-:~/‘- S aUBEE at & - LB Dl G R G T N AT O e

e TOUKEF IO v R0 z
!

aﬁd mfrrh end frenkincense. That 1sjthe z0ld wag not simply -goldi e

f/.k [ 8w
E)\ pleces,, dust or bare or coins; and the myrrh was not simply so

and so much pungent amber stuff darkly glowlng with so and so
much rock rose resin; and the frankincense was not simply a
fragrant solld crushed from the winged seeds and the three-celled
fruit of this or that shrub and enrkched by its own lightly

rising oil.
\

The z0ld was —afise

v .
ornaments which,hbecause of the time and skill required for their

making, were priceless, JThere-was gold thread miraculously woven

ﬁhrough garments'which, even wlthout the thread, would have teen
: } Ateas
pricelsss, and amulets whose hilstory would have made them,price- :
\_0-4') mt—hdn, W el ek 3 Oud by 6 Aalnas vtfae |
lese,®®e, 1f they had been made of roadside stone, And the myrrh

and frankincense were in Jars and vases on which master workmen
had labored a weeede lifetime, sand thelr perfume poured also from

linen and silk so fine that you touched 1t agaln to make sure

it was theré.

e — it ¥ A SR

e \ Mary d1d not thank the Magl. These were not gifte
‘-\_\‘_\ \ //_,-f

for whiagtfﬁﬁ___

weve offered or expected. But she did heighten

her g@ilafgnd, as always, las all ,she smliled at Josephy
,aiﬁé?&n5—hs¥=ptttsan==mbbh-h&mw Always, alwaye) ooked last




Mary turned impulelvely to Elizabeth "You must

, Dage some of thege, for John. Ehere ars rex
W Mnte e @ by tas
/U sald fo the Magl. & °C VWt @ éQ‘ Q

“Plpntp, plenty, nlenty, my caughtpri" Melchbor

"I knew 1t was right to put in come extrass!" Gsspar
, ‘

; whiapereﬁ. "Aren't you glad I made you put 1in some extras?® Qgggq;g=;_'
_ Mo tanslisy '
ne asked nelahazzar, who wagged hie bead in pttteuﬁeﬂ admlration

. of such fan aightednese.

QCen—es
s Elizabeth ghook her head agaiu, and the headahake
robe

sald, No. No! No! But M ary plcked out a linen/éwese redolent of

myrran and rock roge and a ellk robs drenched with frankincenee

anﬂ au amulet and necklsees ang an armlet.éangling medallione
W5 0e M s 1

Of carved anlmale and blrds. And Kosmses kept repeating, "Tbere

are plenty, pleuty, my daugnterg €0 ghe took them at last,

Mary did not thank the Magl. These were not gifts

thanke wers loffered anﬁ expeote - DR hﬂx ngxhuxx .“»xzhaxa !

\

' i =
d," &he wlepered, “beosuse-




-'na-r'y d16 not thank the Magl. These were not gifte
for walch thanke were offerea or expected, but her wwemst- f5ce
was glowlng now, full Of ronsewymmd, thankfulness ..d:"(J we\@

' "Full of grace," Gaepar thought, Aand almoet epoke
alougd, _
| She drupped her head on her son's cradle.

"My eoul doth magnify the Lord % she whiipered.

"Ar %y spirit hath rejonced in Goé my Savmux. o

e .'._.',.a--.-—-—'-_-_'-_-:—«"—‘———-'E-'-"".'.'!""-"’“ T ‘l--ﬂ-"‘m o g 24

"For he that 1s mighty hath done to me great thlnga,f:h
and holy ies hie name, s «sa

# the Magl  XMESOmE, sank to thelr knees agau@
Lthen they rose and_wént : out of doore, followed by the ahepbe&

e T R Sheldhonda *\b’ﬁ otﬁ@

| logeph went with them, ellent but helpful as they
' ¢limbed aboard thelr beaste. |
' The snow hadfendeﬁ and Melchlor tested the warming
ij:ﬁind with a wet-finser'aad nocded andé would not put on the
géﬁﬁredadyed sheepskin agala. _
"I can epsre 1it," "eor gald.’
~ "The air ies as soft now ae Savah's, % elohior
mufmureﬂ From hi e bigh perch he held out 3 white-draped arm,
fm;g.gaoagior bleseing or perhaps to tell Joseph to take geo&_
are of the two who had been put under hle charge.
| e o 11 be Eetting back to our sheep," Enrom ﬁaid,

Afn-

f%a sheghar&a.went auay.




- Musing and half smiling, and as
 relaxed as Joseph, Mary walked last, her swaddled mite of a son

now resting his round bd tom in the erook of her arm, now joming |
in a ploasant} total lack of dignity, over her shoulder, dri!iiﬁg-"t;
: v watching : "9
sometimes and sometimes mximg the way he had been brought with

wide-eyed, all-inclusive curiosity.

N




.ﬁhstnﬁt wag a einglg emall room, too small even to offer the
decent éleﬁated gectlon of dlrt_flbor which kept human occupants
a few inchee higher than thelr sanlmale. Small friar, Mary'e
mount all the way from Nazareth, had etood that morning |

ae hilgh 2e hie mistress until Josepa hsuled him outeide to

, forage.

The emall flat-rgofed houseg of 1imestone and—ystiowimy

W 616 have one distinction. It blended so lucon-

into
splcuously/kmktd the countryeide that passcrsby scarcely esw 1t, and

Qmw*mmﬁg XXKEK
A fordot it se eoon e they got out of sight. ixixt!nixixxxinxxxmniiax
nhxxxxtxaxxaxinmxxnat And there were few paqserhbyﬁfiﬁhﬂi nﬂpaé

pagsed 1t, only the byway om which Ellzabeth had noticed tHe

~

loitering beggar,

A gentle knock fell on the door.

-

“If it's that beggar," Elizabeth ssid, “"He'll
get 2 plece of my mind."
"And bread and cheese, ©00," Mary eaild with soft

laughter.

)

"I'11 bread and cheese him," Elizabeth promlieed and
jerked the door open with her most forbiddlng headehske.
! _ A reverent "Shaddai!“ gounéed. 2 brown hand 1ifted

from the doorpost box with 1lts tmenty -two sacred lines, 2nd 2

| paseing the surprised Elizsbeth
tall shepherd entered Nas confldently ae though he had been invited.

i

He ghould have seemed ferocious, llke most ehepherde,

e had the usual, alarmlnglvdfpueled' head of hair' sud earried a

staff with a ﬂrook blg enough hook a leopard. Draped over a ghoulder

A
f\ ne wore the usual vlllainoue r\ea—dyed eheepskinw and at hls pelt

_?ag-awung tha ueual pouch crammed, as thougn to mock the &k=zk daintier s

 eheiat) wpualy oLivia | NG o.._\
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re - ! -

It L
|
1 L -—7—
k, ~

|
ol 1)

, out hnxxxsusdxmn?xxktna‘in'epite of éll thie he seemed only kind,
'}W | and his set of'gggzz;;=&a£$h-their promise of genﬁle mueglc,
RS N R L
.; : ~ "We thought there might be something we could do,"
fe murmured to Mary. Hls brown hand waved vaguely to explain both
hoyw uncertain 'they' were of what might be needed and how willing,
no matter what. “&nn:zunxé=#ﬂy#§$§§5_'
PT Mary 's. greeting was gra_teful. "This is one of the
{WZ; " rour who cmme to the stable that firet nizht, Ellzgbeth," she saigd. :
| “And the day beforijthey were 1n:1;richo and eaw the Whse Men I
told you =bout."

“The Wise Men are st11l in Jericho,™ the shepherad

i

murmured {
|

Tﬁf-”#__#ﬂ—' “e was leaning over the chest where /the baby lay, T
e leaned too ang

and Meyh Yarh—proudiy—tu olenkiat/aph Ellzabeth tiptged

Py to Joln\lo the gz=zifbg.

e . crediply tiny S8 WT T X | -Qflfo;ﬂfli)"
i A v — : =Sy = - Wﬁla
o L~ Lagh > cNeeks . >

Mayy turned back the bY | y6m the neak

down, of courgé, he mxXj iad te driss cross.

The room was A

lent except for the fire's crd¢kling in

-

d crowlng and rattle.

the flréplace and youngz Adohn's gat efl

i "How tifly they are!™ 1zabeth saigd.

- pp—— . ———

i The £hepherd touche‘ii ‘hand to




iy Ixt& himaelf.“

78

He was leaning over the chést where the baby slept,
and Mary leaned, too, ané ‘proudly turned back the cover a bilt, S
ond Ellzabeth tiptoed to joln in the gazlng. Feewedibly tiay and
st11l,he day in the warm neet. Hie loshes made featherxy ;rce on
emall feather-soft cheeks. onm the neck down, of course, he was
gwaddled , emall arme and lege bound firmlyv in a';éziaéﬁ;my criss-

Crogs.

The room wae sllent except -for the fire & murmur.

'S1lently, tne shepherd touched hie hand to head asud heart(®

Young Johu with a triumphant gurgle threw hie rattle across
the room agaln, and his mother seemed glad of a chance to vent her '
teellngs in speech and actlon.

‘ "What a boy!" ehe cried, and ran to chsse the toy ang’
pegan \to poke ané pat_her son. But que and pokes found nothing
amlse, Her John wag ias dry as a2 bone.

One of the lambs gave a 'broken "Bag-al" and scrambled
out of the blanket, Hie stiltlike legs buckled, bent‘and sidestepbed
put he staggered half acrocse the room before QOIlapeiﬁg.

The shepherd stooped to the slack woollyx parcel,
lifted 1t 1in hils arme, sniffed, and looked up in amazement. .

“This lamb is tipey!"™ he cried.
| "It'e Jjuet had s few'su;kq from a rag teat," Elizabeth
declared in indignant denial. ‘
"You Bave the lamb wine?"
"They both got lost last_nlght in the.snowstOrm. I

round them egtone cold under 2 bush. They 1ookeo as tnough thpy ¢ never

pull through, so 4 gave them what Zacharlg&balmsyc takes to warm

(

LU ey M gave the 1amba WINE?" O
7 L R s ~ TR . : 2

YR P ATk K AR P A S Bev it o BT o e T AR P




: : ‘g the ahepherd put the lsmb doun.. It
baiau&eﬂ dbgéedlyawThen aérawn by the aaeut.of ita.kind= 1t stagga_
baak to the blanket and “Baavaaeﬁ“ again at not flnﬁing the
expactad natural substitute -sfkie for the- rag teat Ths
shepherd wrappedhiibin the blanket, felt the brethes, looked

_ o b _
;nto-thet!gexésﬁand turned back to Ellzabeth.

uees 1t'e all right, " he eaid. 'I mean, such

laghed,

sturf for lambevg? man certainly does live and ‘learn. ‘ou can giva.a.:,

i,

the pair back to their mother "

.7 I knew Elizabeth would aever let & 1ittle enow
get the best of her," Mary crL‘ed: merr—ily. "But. where,- 8¢ aoﬁeﬁ
to the shephers, "

_Iberore?“

e

"Well, of 'é.ourE'e-,_ somebody hue to etay with the
L : 21 N

| don't ‘even remember your .n_a"t__::'___e._a-.,_“ Mary eald w

i "There wae 0 much on all our minde that .n_ight_-.'f




"I'm Esr'am ,._arﬂ the othsre were Obsd a"nd Z%rb‘b_a,’qa

»
I

;I W eure thst the Qreat ohe with ths yellow, half= o

-:'.ﬂ)ﬁbn beard “was Beov"' Mary a'niled,‘ "That beard telonged to a Beor." 1!“

‘ﬁ‘.l‘ ! l
';qiae wat Obed and the ‘gxelted one was' Zorobabal »

=ttt i _ ok o
Ellzabeth e S S questlon like A Swa

- = e
MSee here! We dddn't c&m at the 1nn where
._‘l"i Nl

'-.." | We wera :roin" /n on the way we met, I'll swsar, rot 2 soul So
I| I

- * how 414 you know whers to come?"

1
'\ ~

 Méhere else could I have eome?" Esrom ﬁ-ﬁwy

(3 !
j’l’ \ The oor opened semmskee and Joaepﬁ, lean wed sun-
i Mu*n\ﬁ- eruish ek

blackened,{ stoopsd . clear:fﬁm. lintel ana entered‘m

: “Elizebeth'" e eried. "Do we run to & little m- '
| A i o
} Ii-mﬁf‘ﬂﬂd amd cheseefl? T=guwt nan't turn Lu back on beggars strayed

"'.tntc such an out- of-the—way spot as this, And there are two

Tard i1y, he noticed the ahapharﬁ kg gooﬂ morpinz,

Ear‘mn put hand to head and heart,
"Twa begﬂ-arsa" Elizabeth prﬁtemted "You mesn one'"

e rushed to the wmiow‘_ | i olemiimomoas T, sre ars




CHAPTER ONE.

At intervals while the bold sun climbed above the
horizon Ellzabeth had been dosing the wobbly, new lambs hoping
in espite of much dlscouréging evlidence that shﬁ had rescued them
in time. Now she pulled the rag teat from Number One and tucked
him close against Number Two, both bundled up in the came
blanket. He drowsed off and his twin drowsed, or at any rate

certalnly seemed to. \
in her deep vigoroue volce @&

¥ "Welll" she said/shakimgwhewsmagnificently red’
~—4;agg; "If this doeen't do 1EJnoth1ng will except a miracle. And

— I can't count on that. I've had one already. It was nothing less
. than a miracle that I could find the little silllies, dustedwwitir——
saowsend freezing under that bush nearly a guarter of a mile
from the fold."
Shamualkad;xn_thn_u1ndok@ahak4ns~herwhead"at“thw---“

)

floor, me a sandal,snagged on one of the limestone chips which

-

had been hammered into the well-pounded earth to make it harder.
-\‘ § -

Always sure she could improve any state of arfairs,'sﬁejﬁas

forever giving somethlng J_someone a rebuking, corrective headshYke.
'f ' ’ “a pity, she sazghaﬁawahpok her head at tba sun,

warm now so that the brown hills were beginning to push through th

‘acanty night fall of snow, "that you couldn't have helped a few houks

e




fioy
On the Jﬁ/-u.r)}aey down nothins much' happened, nc\thmg.

impoftat, nothing at. dny ra te which seemed impo tant There| was,

R _truT ‘enaugh, one eventjprofo‘yndly shocking aind fu’@.l of dark omen

\
and an esg rliar wlcked, bloody‘! one but after Bethl hem neilthel
*h _ n* kla \Jtﬁmuv w{ T%n_ L‘:&Ai “hu4im

i “ ( ,—-
:ui:d_rstan ably, quickly fargo t both, A master carp_nter, Jour

| gt - £ o

everywhere, often sawf many fan worse i Ofe mest.

4 ' All otfher mcidfntsx seemed Only wha} were to

v ez e &“WC‘_\ ‘tLe,.A- g
R )%pected in any BEWBI{ days of travel m i thmy\beggar . walked

= ‘wf.th them part of the way; hisname was Pel eg. A wordly Saddluces,
Tibni-ben-Ginath, took a worrysome interest in Mary isa plainly

‘near her time. Joseph met his patron and firiend, v::d;mg Rusg

h_illppicut, and was offered wark. Mary'sjbrother-

a8 great barrel of g : on his sholilder a co

small, roupd
O Aatada W Was, .
v aa Joaeph had be_




A at affaivs, Eli&aheth waa forever glving &ameﬁhiﬂg Qr abmeene a.

3  vebuk1ag aarreat1Ve heaéahake. Pulling open thg shuhters, ahe

;;4anook her head nén at tha\aun. It .wae grawiug aarmer nn: 80 that

-% ghu brawn hilla wera b inaiug to puah througn a aeanty night

‘ ;ﬂfall of anom.

“A pity,- ahe;aald, “thatrjgu caﬁlduit have helped a .
: rewdhoura earlleﬂ ' b |

27k

5,

&fthir& headshake disapproved s beggar slouching
along the unfreoueutea by haj mhich passed the hpuae. “A beggar

" che excloimed. "He




san 'y crad]:a, &ne ami‘lea am‘! war‘ked away. R
_ The hrawu hreok of her ‘hair flowed over ‘her blue érasa,-
. emb‘rai&emé from ﬁhroat ‘Efo Eirdle in mellm 5'8119%#- Her 67 SRS
:, A arm hugged a big ﬁ&ﬁ of wool agaiaat her side and the apinﬁle whiah ”
4> nad tuirlad thr@ugh most of the 3ourney te Cethlehem wae nuay asalﬂq
- Bhe gtill felt a little breathleaa at the haste with uhich ghe _:
. "au&: the “baby had -be-an' tmns=p0rt_ed' from the 1!!'!&- fa'tab-le- before ':S-nn:—?_ e
up on Elimbeth 8 tr“i.umphan‘t arder* and now Ehe wae a&ﬂitianally
Breathleaa, and amuaea tae, by.ium uuheard of’

experimeut with the -lambs,

Ny yeu hadn " taken so much tme fram 39&:* own

) ,".‘affalrs go fetah ua, '_ ghe aaid. Myou wm.xld have been on han.d to
e BRE A 1 ' '
'- Mixtxh the 1amba berare they nearly froze."




T - - "Hush, hush, hush! What you should eay ie that lambe,

even when they are only thrée days old, ought to have gence .

enougzh to etay with their mothers." <
| _ = \iz ava - - 8lx-monthe-o0ld -
Bisc whirled as her -ewm/son threw the toy he had

A
pesn playing with, =2 stoppered bottle with three beade inside.

¢
He gakxgxaxzxghzapskinxinxxkiexzzniaxxafxthzxraenx had reddlsh

1 J i
[ halr like his motherjs and the bulld of an infant Samson \and

eat ataunchly on a sheepskin in the center of the roomd1fﬁfgstrlevqng
By | _the tOy, Elizabeth shook her head[azuiéi, AEXAXEXRQXRRER VYR
f a&mantxtnxsxxmui&xaxxgxsxnnxax;txxm@ukhxxaiﬁ butx as alweye her
L _ warm blue gaze defeated himx her. Ioung John only cromed.
! At first blueh ehe haa-——she geemed --- a tyraat,
I xpaxaxxximmxtxgaunkzxxwthhxxx but closer acguaintance revealed

that she wae in reality not at all formidable._Tall, Bpare and
f ; gaunt, she wae graceful 2s well; xm& her thin wind-roughened cheeks
r% naéd a scultured charm; - and her eyee always betrayed thaElhomever
guty-bound sﬁe felt to correct thinge and people, ehe understood
and forgave the woret of both.

Elizabpth alwaye ended by forglving.xxexyamxxx der time,

her strengifg and —-—of'ten to her hueband’e mlld diemay ---the

-

tamlly goods belonged to anyons. No friend was ever refused ald:

N . Ty ) e
-

Y =

f)

no beggﬂra ever turneé from her home embby handed.

g : “‘Her home wa2s not the one in which she and Mary uow

f- talked. Hers was half a mlle away, an ampler house to §o credit to =

temple prilest of conseanuence but,because of that fact,{o0 full of
puetle for I"lary, Joeeph had decided. Zachariag’ as #lizabeth :::]_r,\;ay-q
managed to max :

M

new acnualntancees aware, was not merely one of “%he

., y y Fl Y Y’ .-

PR (gt R L ~ ol Ll A 8 e ! st
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

High across the city the sun's first rays, reach-
ing over the Mount of Olives, struck golden fire from the Tem-
ple and in a watchtower four hundred and fifty feet above the
still dark gorge of Kidron Valley the levite lookout raised a
whi te- clad arm and blew on a golden trumpet.

His signal alerted the hosts below to thelr sa-
cred labors which Moses had first decreed, which David had set
forth anew, which Solomon had elaborated, which Zerubabbal had
reconstituted and which now were continued under the half-mad
Idumaean convert who sat on David's throne.

The division of priests assigned for duty on
this day, as they would not be assigned again for six months,
were already at their posts, barefooted, white-robed and un-
blemished.as the Law required. Thelr chief already had com-
pleted the torchlight inspection of the sanctified precincts
denied to Gentiles and the captain of the Temple police had
completed his own inspection of everything else within the
four spiked walls that enclosed the entire Temple ground, twice
putting his torch to the tunic of a sleeping sentry, as was
his right.




Now, in the Court of the Priests, the silver
trumpets of three Levites echoed the golden warning and one
priest crouched over the wood heaped on the Altar of Burnt
Offerings and huffed and puffed at shavings stuffed down a-

mong yesterday's embers and a thin blaze licked upward and

then a thin wisp of grey smoke. At the peak of sacrifice
the wisp would grow to a thick, black, oily cloud.

The Chief Priest frowned. A red line divided
the altar into halves, one for the burnt offerings which must
be consumed entirely for the glory of the Lord, one for the
sin-offering, the best of which, when well-scorched, might be
hooked clear, to satisfy mortal appetites. The line should
have been fresh but it could barely be made out. There would
be grumbling! The people complained that all too often greedy
priests ignored the linej especially at the end of the long,
hard day. Tired then, and hungry, they aimed their meat hooks
at the most succulent chunks; red line or no red line, lest
they fail to provide a ration for their squad, and for themselves.

Strong attendants, who must keep clear the altar
drain by which the hot blood spilled down to Kidron Valley,
readied long pushers, already charred and darkly stained. DMore
men of muscle inspected the big jars in which, as the day ran
on, they would tote off ashes, entrails, and other refuse. The
priests who dressed the sacrifices honed their knives on mar-
ble butcher blocks. Other priests swung arms to loosen the
muscles with which they would hang the washed meats on hooks
set into boards fixed to eight short pillars and, later, trans-




fer the meats to the fire,

Behind the Altar of Burnt Offerings stood a
panel more than a hundred feet high. Under a bordering vine
and grapes of solid gold it bore a picture of Solomon's Tem-
ple. Between the panel and the Altar stood the Holy Place
with 1its Golden Altar flanked by the table of shew bread

. laid with a cloth of gold and the seven-branched candlestick.

Reverent priests already had trimmed the candles and brushed
the Colden Altar free of yesterday's incense ashes and spread
hot coals on the newly cleaned surface. Now a third priest
set about the rite which had fallen to him by heaven-guided
lot and from which he would be barred all the rest of his life. |
This was the envied, holy task of spreading over the coals
fresh incense to carry prayers for all the people sweetly up to
the Lord.

Hls priceless censor shining in the early light,
this priest approached the CGolden Altar. Behind him lay si-
lence. Priests and all others within sight and sound wé?g}prone,
mutely praylng with gratitude for past boons, with thanks for
present blessings, and with hope for future mercies.

The chosen priest took care that his incense fell
for the most part on the side nearest the Holy of Holies, that
perfect cube behind the Altars and the vine-adorned panel which
was empty of all save the Presence of the Lord, and as the cloud

of fragrance drifted upward he withdrew, step by humble step,

and the gold and silver trumpets blew again and the Temple organ

played and the rich, united sound soared westward over Joppa Gate.
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"It's openingl" Mary cried.

In the thirty-fifth year of the reign of
the dying tyrant, Herod, and in the seven hundred forty-
seventh year of the founding of Rome and a thousand yearsd
after David,Mary was going up to Jerusalem to regain the
precious privilege of approach to the Golden Altar of the
Temple.

It was early in the harsh month of Shebat,
forty-one days after the birth of the son who, the Law of
Moses said, had made her unclean (a daughter would have made
her unclean for eighty.) He was held tight in her arms as
she looked around, wide-eyed, from the back of the donkey
Briar, which had carried her from Nazareth almost two months
before. At her side Joseph struck his cinnamon-scented sto-
rax staff in marching rhythm. He would have been at her side
in any case, as long as he lived he would be, but he was Tem-
ple-bound on his own duty, to buy the release of her child
from sanctuary service. The necessary five shekels were care-
fully folded into his girdle, patted often to make sure they
did not fali out unnoticed. He had brought them all the way

from_Bethlehem.
The morning was cold. The little snow which

had fallen in the night had not begun to melt except around
the market outside the city wall at Joppa Gate. Here early
arrivals were churning it into a yellow mush in which Briar
set his hooves with delicate disapproval. The big market was

‘ beginning to bustle. Accustomed as she was to the scanty wares
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in Galilean shops, Mary always marvelled at the booths, all
overflowing. And not just with homemade stuffs! Here were
rarities hurried in from every land by merchants eager to

share in the prosperity which Herod, like the earlier despot,
Solomon, had brought to Judea. Here was everything and on
every hand and at every price. Here a mistress might, for
three or four hundred pennies, clothe a slave for a whole

year and then perhaps from the same dealer buy herself a

dress costing enough to clothe a hundred. Already market in-
spectors were on their rounds making sure thateact;nerchant would
abide by the approved profit of one sixth of his cost ... un-
less, of course, a little something was slipped under the table.

But even the market could not hold Mary's eyes as
the huge leaves of Joppa Gate swung wide and Briar ambled through.
Hundreds trying to be first inside bumped him fore and aft but
his stubborn legs held a straight course beside Joseph while
Mary turned this way and that to look at the golden and ivory
city.

Not that much of the splendor which she had an-
ticipated was evident at first! Herod had made, on two hills,
a city almost as magnificent as Rome on her seven but around
Joppa Gate there was little proof of this. There was the gloomy
citadel of David, an adjacent barrack, a huddle of laborers
waiting to be hired, a dozen chained conviets shambling off,

a narrow, cobbled street climbing up and up.
Mary ylelded to the disillusionment which travel

so often brings. "In Nazareth I couldn't wait tc see this,



but now it doesn't seem so much."

"Wait till you see the Temple," Joseph said.
"Just you waitil"

"I don't know if I can waltl" Mary cried, and
she squeezed the baby as though to share with him, even at
his age, her anticipation.

Joseph looked down at her and marvelled. Sh;a
hadn't a fear in the world even though she, also,_had
heard the warning which Vedius Rusco gave on returning from
his stormy interview with Herod. About the warning:JdSeph
and Mary had agreed there was nothing to be done, althdugh
Joseph, of course, had seen at once how it tied in with the
watch kept by Peleg and the other beggars.

"We won't come to any harm in the Templel".
Mary had said.

"It isn't as though anyone were looking for
any particular baby," Joseph had said doubtfully.

"We came safely down to Bethlehem. And we'll
go safely up to Jerusalem."

Joseph had smiled. "You make it sound as easy
as driving a nail."

But her serenity and faith had made him feel
easier, and he remained easy now, even though it wasn't with
him as it was with her. Not exactly! Now and then, because
of what Vedius Rusco had said, he did feel a touch of dread.

They moved out from under the shadow of the
five strong towers of the citadel which had defended Jerusa-
lem for centuries., The cobbled street climbed and its shal-
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low steps, which had saved camels many a slip, now saved
Briar. At either curb lop-sided huts of the poorest of
all the city held one another up.

Mary rode along, smiling on everyone, and
everyone smiled back. Or almost evefyone. Hundreds walk-
ed before and behind them, some carrying pigeons and turtle
doves and even sheep and lambs,

"The Temple is tough," Joseph remarked, "about
accepting any sacrifice except the ones it sells. The Law
says 'any unblemished sacrifice,' but people say that the
only unblemished ones the priests approve are the ones they
make a profit on."

The road forkeds The right tine, less a street

than a cramped slot, curved smong the lop-sided huts to con-
nect, after a quarter mile, with the crowded, smelly 8treet of

the Candlemekers that ran through the Tyropoeon Valley. Jo-
seph and Mary and the hundreds bearing sacrifices and hundreds
more, took the left tine.

This climbed past Herod's palace. The mighty
walls, slowly weathering to rose and ivory, and the hard,
sharp-eyed mercenaries on guard before the gates, revived
Joseph's dread and Mary did not stop Briar for a hetter look.
Her face sobered.

Now why, she wondered, should a man who com-
manded all this, all this safety and luxury, and an army,
too, be frightened because another baby, even a special baby,
had come into the world? Although he was a king she pitied him.
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"Herod is sick to death, isn't he, poor
man?" she asked.

Joseph nodded, but said nothing.

The cobbled road continued to climb and
gsometimes, ahead, it seemed to narrow until Mary doubted
they could get through before it closed up like a sewn seam.
But it was still narrowly open at the summit of Jerusalem's
western hill., It levelled off then and Mary could look
across the wide bridge which spanned deep, steep Tyropoeon
Valley to connect with Zion, the eastern hill, and with
the street which ran on to the great spiked wall of the
Temple rising defiantly under the gloomy fortress where the
High Priest's vestments wer? under Roman lock and key.

To the north and south along the western hill
there was now proof aplenty of the grandeur of Herod's Jeru-
salem. The new mansion of the High Priest. The Sanhedrin's
impressive council chamber! The ornate homes of merchants
waxing richer and richer and of Sadducees, Pharisees and He-
rodians, all new and almost all dwarfing the old, abandoned
palace of the gggﬂgggégéldynasty whose leaders llerod had exe-

cuted.

The crowd was thickening and Briar was insreas-
ingly stubborn against so much jostling. Joseph pulled the
donkey to one side and stopped.

"Lgt's look around‘he said. "And not just at
the Temple, either, but around at the whole city."

Almost impregnable, Jerusalem lay on its two
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'"He that kespeth Israel, shall nelthar elumper nor edeep.
Joreph thousht ths words had only btaeén formine in hie mind until he
heard his own voleca, : |

They all went out of the ﬁlllg together, all except Debtorah,
Candace and Dria who went to fetch Mary.

The moon wae low now and the etare were pallid and there

] L .
was an empty rfllence onder the arching eky, The doz 414 not bark

and the watchman opened the gate without a word snd fhe 11tt le donkey,
when Bracne broﬁ*ht him, 414 not bray but ?1ﬂléﬂ uo tOIJOFeph.
: ‘Pele? and Crookback, who had ercorted-JovanP's family
houre esrller'and eince then had hsd time. to travel many safe milee,
emerged eoundlesgely out of the vaet darkneser and Deborah, Cundace
and Bria came, Mary and her baby amons them,
The nicht enveloped the wdman f0 completaly Lhap Vedius
Rgrco; nct a zreat dletance away, couldi not be sure whether therys
ware three or four, Peleg and Crookback were surs, howevser, Thej ¥
went clore. Joseph had =ald they micht look at the child all they
11kad,
Alongelde RbrcP and Eracae Joeceph finiched hie laet chores,
1 He rolled blenketr ta Ei;:x 8 re8t on Brlar, He hung axnertly )
emall brazler which Bria had contributed for makinz cooking filree
' and for «ivinz Mary a little warmth st hisht, He gzot 2 blg pack of
food up onto hir own back, He 414 all thie with 8 qul-t asesurance,
which excited Vedlus Rueco'e admirine QDnroﬁal. The man could have
been merely preparine to vieit a near Nazareth heilchbor. He 414 not
act at sll 1l1lke one on the brink of a Journey at which cearoned

20 dlers mi ht hova balked, J

e AN



\—'ff M(‘Au'k Bt ‘t\\ﬂ-;.l.-l_l. '\..n..\_\ \:‘Yq—'t"‘\‘ A l(\&h-“.“‘
"'He that Keepeth Israel, cshall neither slumber nor

gleep,'"

Joseph thought he hed/teen forming the worde in his mind,
until he heard hig own v ice sq&lng them.
They mkx wenf out of/the villax together, all excapt Deborah =:q

and Cand-«ce andfErigfwho went /to feteh Mary. 1

Nighy stf11l held althouzh thg moon was YOw now and the
] F P 4

stars were pallid. There was B zraeat femiptiness Feneath the areh of
! / /
sky , and ellenfge also. The doz dif not bark fgnd the watchman open

the zate witholt\ a word and theTittle donkdy, when Bracee fetchdd
" ] / .
him, did not ray but xidledfcloﬁe to J0ﬂq$H LA ' J e Tods

Peleg and Crookback 3b-th0UAGftn6J hagd been_ui*nallsd
arrived
fege Lounﬂy% slyiixaiaﬁhaaﬁaxruwnﬂrnt?ﬂ@awxaxxx and Deborah Bandace
Lo

and Brla qun weth Mary and/ the Va*v 3n* Peleg and Crgok lonae at

",

Marv 8 bﬂéy as Joseph had promiced tﬂav might.

Peookback took a daﬂn brnath whea—he_had*leeked* and want
to Joseph. f
/ "You will make Egypt a éoet vefore you knpw it," he sgaild,
Jo-eph nodded comfortaPly, then walked ewarxtzzpiagxx close to

Mary, and‘theyrwere both, as*were lall the others,

almojt invieible in the surroundinz zreyness,

{




Over where the women stood, and Peleg and Crookbsck were
lookinz thair f1ll, volcese rore in the 3arkness interrunted by the
brief o t ellencees which women fall into when kiesingz each other,
All the women were kieelnz Mary, and eayin- farewelle,

"Woden keep you in his care,"

"Don't you return throurh Juies without vieitine Luclaniue
and me,"

"Or the vills. The master will be wa'rrinz for you, and so
will the reet of ue,"

Around Joseph the men were gaylnz farewelle, and warnins
him. Not to lore the map, Not to travel by day thle gide of Jericho,
Not to mlee water eizne,

"You can count on that map,"

"Brias put enou-h food in thst pack to lset a week."

"You'll make 1t and not half try," Rueco's hande clored
on Joseph'e arme,

"Peace to your:houra," Joseph eald, "and to all your houces,"
He bumped hle staff agzainet Briar's rump, The donkev looked
to maké eyre the blow wae in esrnest, them ambled throuch the darke
nese toward the women' e volces, He moved obediently tut hile mailt
told everyone that he waes goln- to take hlec own eweet tima,

There wae nothlinz to hear except the breathinz of the onee
left behind and Joseph's rendalled feet and Briar's dellcate hoovee,
Ix2xxd There wae almost nothinz to ree recausce the curroundine grey-
neee made everythln- nearly invieible, Joreph, the donkey, and the

ridere placed on the donkey'e back merely melted away,

Rueco remembered what Joereph had quoted from hils holy writinge,

It d1d eeem that the departins three were watched by eyes which would

not eleep or elumber,
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fication and trumpets were calling through the late after-~
noon. “It's almost time for the incense to be lighted.”

"Tell me again just what I do," Mary whis-
pered.

"Well, you eross the Court of the Women,
and climb the steps up to the men's court and the gate
openg and you go in."

“Hot into the men's courti¥Mary protested.

“Tf"ﬁot exactly," Joseph smileds "Just beyond the gate is

a wicket. It stops you. But you'll be close enough to
see everything that happens at the Colden Altar."™

“I think I have 1t right," Mary whispered.
"I stand there with the baby and with all the other |
mothers and thelr babiles. And the trumpets blow and the
organ plays and the chorus sings and the priests chant and
the incense is scattered on the Colden Altar."

"That's alll" Joseph smiled. “And when the
incense cloud is risen you are all through.”

"But my ticketi® Mary sald. "I'll still have
ny ticket."

"No you won't," Joseph laughed. "A station
man will teke it from you as soon as you reach the wicket."

Mary smoothed down the baby's hair and smoothed
her own bralds and stood straight in her blue dress embroid-
ered in yellow,

The organ summoned loudly.

"You'd better hurry," Joseph said,
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Mary drew her veil and walked across the
blue, rust-red and white marble of the Court of the Wo-
men. ©She held her son proudly among the other mothers,
young and old, and as she walked her serenity grew because
her son had been given to the Lord and received back from
the Lords 8She climbed to the Court of Israel, the other
mothers with her, their naked feet whispering up the mar-
ble steps which now were cold in the sunset chill.,

A priest behind the opened gate smiled and
a station man, one of the lay representatives of the peo-
ple, gestured each woman to a plage. Mary found she had a
place in front and, just as Joseph had told her, a station
man took her ticket although not as though it were important.
He dropped it into his pouch without so much as a look.

Right up against the wicket Mary could see
everything, could rejoice that she was sharing everything. '
And rejoice she didi In the trumpets, the organ, the singe |
ing, the priestly benedictions and finally the incense
floating above the Colden Altar! It was for her and the
other mothers that prayers now were floating in a fragrant
cloud upward to the Lord.

As the cloud faded she smiled at the flaxen-
haired young mother who stood next.

Wasn't it wonderful?”

"Wonderfuli" the young woman saids She vas
hardly older than Mary. "It was worth the trip up from
Bethlehem and ten times more."
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It wvas impossible to wake Bracae without waking
Bria. They slept in a fond tangle of legs and arms. DBracae
tried quietly to work free but she opened an eye and shortly
followed after him to Vedius Rusco's study. And so much stire
ring in the quiet of night aroused Deborah and she came with
Candace, and Lucianius was filled with bliss at the unexpected
vision, rosy, drowsy-eyed, exhaling promises of delight.

Rusco told them what had happened and Deborah,
Candace and Bria gazed at Joseph with awed interest. Bracae
muttered enviously, "Those angels of yours are certainly a
helpi™

Mary came in, the baby in her arms. Not quite
awake herself, although she had been up long enough to swaddle
and nurse the boy, she was serene. A husband who woke her in
the dead of night with a message from an angel was in no way
upsetting.

There had already been considerable discussion
and Lucianius, proud of his skill, had guaranteed any'road nap
that Joseph might desire.

"On the way up from Egypt," he said, "I learned
the country like the palm of my hand., And now I've learned the
lay of the land all around here. Any map you naggjl can draw."

Rusco had proposed a route and Luelanius began
to draw it while Bracae nodded approval. He usually nodded ap-

proval when Vedius Rusco planned.
iy AR, e
v Candace brought food for everyone. Bria went

1€£q5 out to pack provisions for the journey. Deborah had offered

.
i



everything she owned and most of what her father owned, and
kept taking anxious peeks at the baby.

"He won't mind the trip at all," Mary said.
"He'll never know whether it's me or Briar bouncing him."

) “I'm sorry to have you miss the wedding,"

Deborah said.

"I'm sorry too," Mary said. "But Joseph says
we mustn't stay. Much as I'd like to see you in a erown of |
myrtle blossoms and the two of you breaking the goblet." }

Deborah glanced delightedly at Lucianius, bow-
ed over the map.

"I know you're disappointed,” she said to Mary,
"ot to be going back to Nazareths Joseph told us you'd been
talking of nothing but going home."

The baby stirred and Mary stroked him and look- |
ed down with a thoughtful face. |

She recalled Joseph's accounts of the rude Moa-
bite country toward Egypt and pietured herself riding deeper
and deeper into repelling hills and canyons and barren desert.

Around Nazareth the countryside would soon be
blooming with flowers of more colors than she could name. The
streams in springtime abundance would be giving drink to fig,
pomegranite, olive, apricot, date and walnut trees: OCrapevines
would be clothing their black stumps in riech leafages Life

and beauty would burgeon on the folding hills: How the larks
would sing, winging up to the sky, and how the bluebirds, light-

er than feathers, would perch on the greening branches, and how




the doves on her own roof would coo, while she rode into the
sterile southl

Mary shook her head in self-roproof.

"But I've mever been to Rgypt," she saild, more
to herself than to Deborah. "I've never been farther from
Nagzareth than Bethlehem. 1'll like a longer Jjourney."

Joseph overheard. “It'll be a lot longer," he
said soberly.

"Briar can take his time."
vAs if he ever 4id anything elsel”
‘"That donkeyi"™ Mary said.

Lueianius handed his map over to Rusco and the
latter approved and handed it to Joseph.

vThepe's your road," he said. "Read the thing
just the way you would a building plan. It takes: you the
long way but I think it's the right one."

*It'1l be a rough way," Lucianius sald. Like
most young men he was doubtful that anyone older than hime
self had the strength for a rough road. "The country east of
the Dead Sea is rugged."

"Below the Dead Sea," Bracae sald, "he can just
angle west, keeping clear of the main highway until he reaches
the border of Efypt."

"The nearest border town is Rinocolura snd
Herod's power ends thers," Rusco said.

"There'll be hills nearly as tough as mountains,"

Lucianius said.



Candac~ broucht foof for everyone, Erla went to péck pro§1910n9
for the Journey. Deborsh, with the generoeity of youth, ofBered
every thins that she owned and dort of what HKer fqthér owvned, Then
Jogeph mentioned that he had told Mary, and that moked Deborah to
mourn Mary'e abeence and to parise her with wonder.
"I dropped by her room after akl your golnz and cominz

waked me,X She wae et11] eleepy, but eshe had alrsady swaddled the

baby and wae nursing him, She waen't upeet at all, A hueband who

woké her in the dead of nicht to tell of etrance messazes seemed
to be Juet what ghe thou ht e@ery wife ouzht to expect."

"cue won't mind the trip at all," Joeseph boasted, "And
no more will the toy. H'll never even let on whether it i¢ me or

Briar bouncins him,"

| "che erald she was eorry to miee the weddins," Deborah sald,
"ﬁut she e81d 1t couldn't te helped, no matter how much she would
gave liked eeelnz me in a crown of myrtle bloesoms and Lucianiue
and me breakih- the goblet." She glanced delirhtedly at Luclanius
who forgot hle map-making long enough to return the look,

"I wish we were soln~ home," Joceph eald. "che hae been
talking of nothinz elre lately. What now what places I'1ll be taking
her intol" He grew sober as he plctured Mary in the rude Moablte
country, _idinz deeper and deeper into shagey hille, rocky canyone
and barren desert,

Around Nazareth the countryeslde would be bloomine with
flowere of more colore than he could name, But Mary woﬁlﬂ be atle
to name everyone. The streams in sprinctime abuniance would bte =ivin-

drink to fiz, pomegranate, olive, apricot, date ang walnut treee,
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Vediue Rueco read hie dietrese,
1 "It will be all ri-ht," Rueco eaid. “Dldn t you tell me
53 ﬁhtny hae never been rarther from Nazareth than Bsthlahem and that
: 1‘ﬁihi likes lonz Journeye?"
T "Thie one will be too long," Joseph eaid.
: "You can taﬁa yopr ﬁime. You don't need to make it hsrd

"No, Briar can amvle at any psce that eulte him,"

"That Briar!" DabOrah eald. "He wae g0 tired last nizht

Lucianiue handed hla map over to Rueco and the latter

handed 1t to Joseph.

| ”T ere's your rosd," he sald, "Read the thing Just ase you
E'@muld a bulldine plan, It takee you the lons way, but thie time the
..4“:;§ag way ie the rl;ht way,"
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"The Tribes climbed them," Joseph said and
Mary nodded. 'When they came out of Egypt they climbed
them by thousands! And hundreds of thousandsi"

"Hundreds of thousands?" Rusco said. "I
know that country clear to the Wilderness of Zin and Paran.

I know it clear to Goshen. Maybe thousands climbed, but hun-
dreds of thousands? Neveri"

"I have my own notions about those hundreds of
thousands," Joseph chuckled. "I think that since it all hap-
pened a cipher or two got tucked on."

"Amateurs never make accurate reports," Tri-
bune Marcus Seclator Lucianius said profoundly and Deborah
beamed admiring agreement.

"It's all desert now," Rusco said, "east of
Zin, and south, and for that matter north." He nodded.
"That's quite a well one of your people built, Joseph, at
Beersheba,"

"Abraham built it," Joseph said. "Right down
through rock."

"It certainly comes in handy these days,"
Rusco said. "The whole region is parched and tormented. “Tt's
flat sometimes, rolling sometines, and sometimes just a wind-
blown litter of bits of dull purple stone, but always desert.
And hot! You'll need to be careful of water."

"Along the dead sea it's even worse," Lucianius

said. "Nothing grows. A few flies, if they can feed on carrion,

but everything else is dead and the gashes in the earth are big




enough to swallow a cohort."

If the threat of so much hardship bothered
Mary she did not show it.

"Where do you think you'll go in Egypt?" Rusco
asked.

"Wherever I go I'll find some of our people,"
Joseph said. "Sinece the Exile, they're spread all over. Alex-
andria, Memphis, Leontopolis, On! And every city has its
synagogue, or a dozenl! I'll probsbly try On first."

"On?" Rusco puzzled. "Oh, that's your name for
Heliopolis, isn't 1t?"

. "That's rightl" Joseph said. "And of all the
places in Egypt that I know I can do well in, it's the nearest.
And of course I don't want to take Mary any farther than I
have to."

"On could be our eity of refuge," Mary said,
pleased with the thought,

"City of refuge?"™ Rusco repeated

"In the old days," Joseph said, "some of our
cities were set apart as places of asylum. If an enemy sought
vengeance and you escaped into one, you were safe until you'd
had a falr trial. The cities were so close that one of them was
always within a day's journey."

"On your Journey you'll be days and days," Lucian-

ius said.

"I'1ll make it," Joseph said.
“/«uurﬁﬂbv about money?" Ruseo said,



Egypt needs carpenters. A carpenter can earn all he needs in
Bgypte"

*Especially a good carpenter,” Mary sald,

*Just the same,""Rusco said, "a 1little backlog
won't hurt," and he tried to push a purse into Joseph's hand.

. "Md take it if I needed 1t," Joseph said,

pushing it backs "Thanks just the same."

*And you won't let me give you a sword and shield,
or a spear, or even a dagger?”

"I have my staff," Joseph saides And at that
Ruseo shook his head in such longesuffering exasperation that
Joseph had to smile, even while his heart filled towvard this
big, ardent Roman. Among his very own people there were not
many who would have been as quick to offer aid so freelyl

"All right,” Rusco saids "Have it your own way.
No weaponss After all, you'll soon pick up a travelling par-
ty so large that not even e big robber band will think of ate
tacking it, You'll be all righEJonco you're through the tunnel."

Josaph was e¢aught up short by the "tunnel." He
retreated from it. Tracing back over the werning which had
broken his sleep, he folt thet he did not need, really, to skulk
through a tunnel, any more than he needed weapons or money. His
safety, and the safety of Mary and the baby did not hang on such
things.

iressy my God, in him will I trugt. Joseph, as he had resolved,
once had repeated the well-remembered words to Vedius Rusco but

now ha said them onlv to himselfy He shall coyer thee with his

T AT S i TORNES A
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"I think," he said, smiling at Vedinr kusco, "“hat
we'll just start off through the gate."
“The gntel” Rusco threw up his hands, "You cer-

tainly are sure of yourself. And Mary is even surer. DBut why
not do 1t my way? Just say you're humoring me., We'll light
Mary all the way through the tunnel as bright as day. And then
you'll be, the three of you, going along Just as you were couinq

down from Nagzareth."
"The gate will be best," Joseph said, "And the

quicker we're gone the less likely we are to bring any trouble

on you."

Zroublel Vedius Rusco bowed his neck and rubbed
the back of 1it, as a man does sometimes in tired satisfaction

For years Deborah had been his only concern and
now that was taken from himes Lucianius was in charge.

He took the plunge and found, in strange, cold
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Rueeco nodded. When he wae quartered in the Fortreses of

Antonla he had often merked the enormoue waste. The fortrese over=-

, ' looked the lemple and a collonade rant from 1t to the Court of the
Gentllee, It provided a quick avenue Tor 1eqionnaire§ into the

great court in time of trouble. And when a hundred thoueand Jews

and Gentlles packed it on feast daye troutle could flare in seconde,
A slnzle complaint agaihpt a cheatin- money chanwer could start it,

It had been Rueco's practice to =0 2 1ittle way slong the
roof-walk of the collonade to keep an eye on thinse. And when only a
little way alonz hae could ese plainly what went on around the Alter
of Sacrifice,

He could ree the whole Temple plain. By day ite eun=-briczht
zold and pure white marble c¢c'imted terrsce upon terrace, By nizht
ite dim pile bulked dark and thick and hizh while 1te 1llumination
threw wild ehadowe acroee the whole city. Vediue Rueco had never
been eure when it was more beautiful,

Every stranzer beheld it with eamazement, Every Jew was
filled with pride. "He that hath not eeen the Temple of Herod hae

. not seen beauty,"

men eaid.

The zolden trumpet of ite look-out prleet woke the citj
to prayer at ever dawn, and every day the smoke of its endlese
sacrificee made Jews wonder 1f thie misht not be esnother cloud to
cdnceal 3 neﬁ appearance of.Jehoqah, ar a8 cloud had concra’'ed the
devouring flame of hle presence from Mosee on Sinai,

People watchins from the lower levele of the Temple were
not able to see what wae sacrificed on the Hizh Court of the Priests,

They could not tell whether the beaet or bird beinr ritually elaushe

tered waes unblemiched, s2e the law rgqbireé, or ;uet an old scrub
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"A lot of the timo 1t's Juet a plain ewin
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