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Dear Nannine;

Here you are, and good luck go with us all.

?hiQ hase been an unexpected adventure. The result is a
book I never ;;;E;iﬁg to write. The difference, of course, 1s the
different Mary. A had—-&%w-m*t*n‘bmdeﬂ—--te—-prmnt her-ln-thls _one-y
@e in- uourWey,naﬁaa thorougqu Farthly,,nothing more than mortal .

mygtical ]
kother of a xiuixux;aaa gsone. The trick which *rs, Lubell has persuaﬂed
me to adopt makee Mary mystlcal, 3190. Well, 1n a mghner of .epeakling,
éhe was by recagon of her relation to her son 1if by notking else,
Jlthaugh in fact I'11 never believe this myself. I deny any truth
rn the dogma that there was a Divine purp®se 1n the Assumption, I

deny the—Agsumptton—eand;-ef-coureey-any-antecedent evidence leadin@

A v.ry different Mary from the young, simple dependant mother in

Journey. However, 1



—MAnd-he

“rFor-a-facxj_Elizabeth had.sald, lMary stayed..serene. .-
through everyihing. \ 1
"and_how stubbors--Joseph-had-stayed L she had

AN

For a fact, Elizabefh had sgald im affect ionaté bﬁaﬁﬁimgg
Mary had remalned serene through everything. Thgn“éhe had éuolded
again, reversing her mood =0 abrupfly thatxghexkzxadxmxda Judith laugh.d
and lost most of her fear.

"The s6ldinge don't mean much at al1l," Judith had told
herself. "She ds really ag kind @8 can be.#

#But that Joseph!" Blizabeth had saild, "He stayed stubborn.

o=

I wanted ,to change Mapy £§Gén%he—e%&ble to my own home, but Joseph
: . beselged Dby
sald the house of & /senfor priest, SebdwsE pectitioners, would be
boo full of hustls agdfbustle. So I had to track down a little place
i /‘I "
a quarter of a m%&ﬁ awaye

They reached-they &table as Ellzabeth wax Tintshed speakilng,

and Joseph-wds- thére and she-gave-him-an-indignant look.




CHAPTER ONE.
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At intervals, whlle an early sun continued 1its bold climb,

the ‘strapplng, copper-haired girl glanced toward the curtain which

~cut off a corner of the room she waes cleanlng.from-top-to bottom.

No sound came.ffom that quarter. The baby behlund the makeshift
partition d1d not rouse to cry and hie mother there turned on an
1nvisible pallet only once, so softly that 1t scarcely rustled.

The copper-hairec girl was named Judith and she was a girl
only in years. She had been a wife for all of twelve months and her

own fifteen-day-old son blinked placidly on a shepskin in the

. s

middle of the newly swept dirt floor. She glanced agaln and,

reagsured agaln by sillence, soundlessly got open the roon's small
vwindow to coax in more warmth.

Outdoors, the sun now was pouring such warmth down on the
1]

gurrounding green hille, green from winter rains, that the night

frost had all melted except in 2 few cold pockets.

dre adealtd

"A ﬁ1{§g Judgith told the sun, recalling her earlier
chilly valk a few hours before, "that you coulgn't have been up to
warm ue when we brought them her;." )

Her strong volce was‘ziiiéiig‘bféathleas. That was
understandable. She had been on the go slnce before sun-up, helplng

the two behind the curtain from their stable under the inn, and

| T _




and then putting to rights this not much better one-room house of
field-stones eet in mortar.

Dawn had been a long way off when a gaunt, compelling
woman had Jjoggled hef from sleep. A woman gaunt, Judith had
declded, from the wear and tear of an ingralned determination never
to take "No," for an answer when she wanted, "Y.s." The' woman had
gald her-namé was Elizabeth. :

"The lnnkeeper was right," Elizabeth had sald in a warm,
winning volce, "You are easily big énough. Do come along."

Ellzaﬁeth required, she had explalned, Jus;“éﬁcﬁ help as
big, strong Judith could easily give to move a cousiﬁ of hers from
the inn's stable. The cousin, she was named Mary, had given birth
to a son there two nighte before.

"Which Mary?" Judith had asked drowsily. She knew a dozen
Marys arouﬁd Bethlehem: It was one of the commonest names in all
Judea. But she hadn't known any of them was bearing.

"Mary of --- "Elizabeth had sald, naming apﬁbwn and then

sensibly had added, "north of Sebaste."

Judith had never heard of Ellzabeth's Mary, or of Mary's
tF“n which ehe promptly forgot. Just some crossroads village; and
aidge it was north of aebasté wk&lﬁould she have known 1it? Few
around Jerusalem ever travelled even ag far north ag Sebaste,
although everybody had certainly heard of that. This was because
Herod had drafted someone from almost every Bethlehey family to
rebulld the city in his unceasing effort to keep in the favor of
the Emperor Augustus 1in Rome.

0=0-0

It'¥urned out that Mary had a tall husband, sun-blackened




and strong enough for anything.
"But without even sense enough to make sure of a place for
Mary in the inn before every room was taken," Elizabeth had said to
Judith. She was not, she added, trusting the‘delicate assignment at
hand to the likes of him.
Judith had wanted to point out that her own hands already
| were full and overflowing with her own work. She had a husband, too,
_ as vell as é constantly demanding new baby. But the wlfe of a young
¥ h”: farmhand d1d not stand out against the wife of a senlor priest of
W Jerusalem's great Temple.

"I am the wife of Zacharias, senior priest of the Division
of J’nl::i_lsih;;l Elizabeth had been so pat with tne impressive
tdent1fication that Judith had been sure it was used often. "Do
come along. There'll be a donkey to carry Mary and the walk won't
ceem a step to a girl like you."

The walk had been con;iderably more than a mile, but
after meeting the mother, Mary, with her baby, and the husband,
Joseph, Judith had lost her inclination to polnt out the bother of
the chore imposed by Elizabeth, Even though she had seen, as soon as
she came on them, that Joseph was a Galllean, and though all
“k\? Galileans, because of crude ways but particularly because of their
! 3“~out1andish dlalect, were laughed at all over Judea, Judith had been
gléd that she had been called.

Galileans or not, I'd no more refuse these people than I

would my own sister and brother, or mother and fatgg;.;If I grovw as

0ld as Simeon who spends his days in devotlon at the Temple, or as

Anna who has lived up there, fasting and praylng, slnce her
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"B“t Joseph, don't you want to tell Mary ?Ouraelf? ghetata) Ve

will be 80 proua.' Judith knew how rroud she, herself, would have
been t6 hear from’her own man that he had been employed by Vedius
Rusco Philippicus.fqulte apart from the security of a selection
guaranteelng work at such good wages would have been the honor of
a link, however.humble, with an ex-soldler whose legendary
exploite rivalled those of the Jewe' own Joshua.

o Joseph 1ooked toward the curtaln: and shook his head.fl'””é

. "Let them sleep," he said.

Mary already knew that the Road Commissioner had offered
work, and not even details she would be glad to hear were worth
dlsturbing the rewarding plcture which, he knew, the curtain
concealed.

Mary would be lylng on her pallet with the brown brook of
her bright halir flowing é;ér gently curvlng breasts and over her
blue dress embroldered in mellow yellow. One hand, almost surely,
would be touching the epindle which was usually near, whether at
home 1in Nazareth or away. With it she had spun all the way to
Bethlehem, Close by, in the shallow chest drafted into duty as a
crib, would be the child, firmly snugged into his swaddling-cloth
and sleeping, 1o that safe, white cucoon, thé solid sleep of infancy.

A craft perfectionlst, Joseph nodded approval as he
recalled the skill with which Mary had drawn the swaddling clothb
free of every wrinkle and had criss-crossed ite band from head to
toe. Smiling, he nodded agaln as he turned to the door.

"I came just to see if there was anything any of us could

do to help," Esrom said. "But I can see not,"



CHAPTER TWO
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Elsewhere in Judea there were puzzles far big53g than
a few beggars on a road not likely to yield alms. Puzzlaszhad
been sprouting throughout the whole country ever since the Qigange
radlance over Bethlehem -~ the star, moon, sun, fire or whate%er

it had been. More and more, thousands were remembering and }

puzzling over the promise of the old prophets. Micah, Isalah,
Jeremiah, others too, had made the promise. Each had used 7/

J

different words but the promise had been the same. S

o
g
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" vl skl -roben-abidingot gl g
"..oruler of Israel."

"...the Lord whom ye seek shall come

to his temple."

"...and unto him shall the obedience of

the people be."

"...and the government shall be upon-

his shoulder." .

"And his name shall be called Wonderful

Counsellor...Prince of Peace."

Each had promised in a long-gone day of oppressione



“ide

Each had kindled the hope of freedom. Could it be that the time
of fulfillment was at hand? Why not¥ What better time than now,
when Israel lay under a double oppression, the conguering sword
of Rome and the tyrant heel of Herod the Greatﬁ?

Herod in his palace remembered only "...he shall reign
as king", and braced himself against the threat. Well, by gulle
and treachery he had got rid of more than one pretender to the
throne ‘on which He had sat for so longe He knew how to get rid
of one more. ol Vakasa ol St of afk

He was too gulleful to involve himself openly in the
riddance. These touchy Jews were trouble enough under merely
normal afflictions: taxes, labor drafts, land seizures, the
quartering of mercenary troops and suche. If they ever suspected
that thelr tyrant had struck at prophesy there would be no

holding them. , e e e SRR E ik Y% g

-,
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But the thing could be done without involving the
palace. This was a chore for a Jew. So Herod had sent for the
rich Sadducee, Tibnl-ben-Ginath. And Tibni, back in his mansion,

had sent for two others who were now on their way.

0=0=0




; Judea.
—pﬂssiiég#%%aﬁ;;;%;ﬁmbéggarswenmwmtrsukmneﬁmé%ke&yw%amyieldwa;gg.
'Gonfusion had been spreading through«the-whole-country ever since

the strange radiance ... the star, moon, sun, fire or whatever it

had been ... over Bethlehem. More and more, thousands were

remembering, and puzzling over, the promises of the prophets. Micah,

Isaiah, Jeremiah, others, too, had made the promise. Each had used

his own words but the promise had always been the same.

"Behold, a king ehall reign."
" .. ruler of Israel."

' " .. the Lord whom ye seek shall come
to his Temple.“

W .. and unto him shall the obedience ;

of the people bes"



Throughout all Judea confusion, and a fog of danger, had
been apreading ever since the strange radiance over Bethlehem -~ the 1
star, moon, sun, fire or mhatever it had been. Many vere afraild of

what they cound not underetandjfﬂany many more, thousands, more,
were remembering;the promiae! of the old prophets and-puzzling over it

FadE

$XEW. Micah, Isalah ewé Jeremish, others, too, had had the promlse. .

Each had used different words but the promise had been the same/

- “Behﬂld ee 8 Kins ﬂhall I'eign OS:II and L s = & a ‘--‘--';'" TR N, :1‘0-\

" eees a ruler in Israel." %

*M. ... the Lord whom ye seck, shall suddenly come to his temple."

" ... his feet shall stand ... upon the Mount of Olives,"

i Wy T e

N eesthe government shall be upon his shoulders
" .and his pame shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
mighty God, the everlasting father, the Prince of Peace." : ; o

e
Each had promised in a long-gone day of opperssion. Sach

L]

had kindled the hope of freedom. Could it be, men everywhere were ;
a

asking, that the time of fllfillment was at handf Why not? What Letter
time than now, when Israel lay under a double oppreasioﬁ:—lhe conduering
sword of Rome, and the tyrant heel of Herod, the client king who
ruled Judea by permission af"great Caesar Augustus, Rome's. emperor?

{It was because of Herod's tyranny htat many feared, they
could not_ﬁave sald exactly uhy;;

In his Palace at Jeruéaiem Herod had raged after hils
Chief Eunuch came hurrylug to report the confuslon and to repeat

the prophecies on lips everywhere. Herod repeated, ""Behold .. a king shall

reign," and braced himself against the threat.
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—....Each had . .promised-in a-long“gone-day-eof .oppression. “ach
had‘ kindled the hope of freedom., Could it bé,that the tima of

..... R =
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ruj@illment wag at hand? Why not? What better time ;hanunQ% vhen
Isnsel lay under a double ogpneuﬁ&on, the conquering sword ©f Rome

and the tyraﬂggﬁeﬂ of Herod}, N elicade (c«.w\u (o Paale- e b 1
\J‘n\-k‘f‘- f- & Smeian Cotvrre  Citrfasaliars
n his Palaoe e Jenpaalem the-typrant Herod wee gmraged
after hie hurrying Chief Eunuch had reporféﬂ the widespread
confusion and had quoted the prophecies suddenly so popular. rod
epeated ') king.shall. relgn,!. and braced himself againsts

Well, by gulle and treachery he had got rid of more

than one pretender to the throne on which he had sat so long. He
knew how to get rid of one more.

He was too guileful to involve himself openly 1ln tne
riddance. These touchy Jews vwere 4om ready to explode M»‘%
’}myeluod:on merely normal affllctional,féxea, labor drafts, land
gelzures, the quartering of mercenary troops. If they suspected
that their tyrant was striking at prophecy there would be no
holding them.

He resolved to use his Chlef Eunuch; He had one other

~gervant he might have used; he had Soemus, his intimate companion

sure that his Cplef Eunuch would have fewer scruples. The

bompletion of the assignment, of course, w eed to be given

ko gomeone el®e. Th. Chief Eunuc 8 a Jew and mo Jew could be

counted on to compl“teM“mE; , chore. Moreover, if the Chlef Eynuch's

il

hand was seen plaimkywhia maaté?ﬂﬂnﬂd,not fall to be involveds But

‘”""'k'h(w

the Chiefzgunuch vwould serve to find men to carrymﬁhahageignm nt
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gince both were young. But frem—the——=tart Soemus would be deterr&d,

by the tie he had wryly admitted lomg agol )‘15 Ishmaelite blood.

All Ishmaelites were sprung not only from Hagar but from Abraham,
Progenitor of a2ll Jews. Some still worshipped The Jewlsh god. Even

Soemus, who worghipped elsewhere, would baulk at bringing harm to
Aot ’hm s D ‘T"’“"‘ﬁ; - wonsr a.u.->

thls new, so-called Messiah. The Chief Eunuch, howeyver,aworshipped

(R
only f goddese who gave such as himeelf her speclal %:;b He would
oA ol o \y

cheerfully track down a Jesiwh Messiah, -But &vem he could not be

continued in the pursult to the end, He had too close a tle with
1&..“‘""""‘

the Palace, If his hand “&i revealed, his master would be involved.
o afiypdayd o~
He could, however, be\uzzn.to find men who would carry the assignment



through and even, in the course of it, to glve them some secret

direction.

S0 the tyrant gave hiles order and the Chilef Eunuch went to
s SR
another part of the city, to a hewse kept for his master's purposes.
There he sent for a reliable man who was now on hils way.

- — - x---



'curtsin from their stable under the inn, scrose hilly #! f3'
!

country to thie auaktxunuxsx houce, It wae a small

grass and clay all rolled flat, and it blended so inconspi

into the & countryside that psssere ~by ecarcely saw 1§~§{

forgot 1t ae soon as they got out of eizh t,




even Iﬂé’-“"‘ “'93‘1"“’3'9' the Spanish qmﬁnﬂer advice auﬂ nnﬁpt_"

even Indian uairiors. :
verthelese the triumph of the Granlsh aaptl&ﬂt%

: ! ) ; B
aatnundlng. Tt eromed clear thaf Nervaez wae rurculing: a irickg”_

sné déngerqné foce S S
3 - "ﬂe‘ﬂ.heft?r f started,” =alé Juan aad the otﬁor‘i
gatlore and soldlers, sut faeir osreless , conociterd 3qmmﬂaaaﬁ;J
“eniffed, | _
*I con't give . a chratnut‘fov-- 
eatch bim whener I'n good anﬁ'rrsdy.'
fat EOV°rnor,'10rV'eb 814 not
nad
g, up 1o ¥exico 81ty,/neard atout
g Bagd brought hilm the newis ST

g thougand dawdled Lan one of the

i

¥

I
.JE'
%
l|.
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_towns, Cortisftook o few of hla beat Plafitere ond started fod

the concte

b S

3 ¢ 4,
Fe left post of Ris ermy behind to zuard the.

Manteguia,. Jihis férce was ln charge oOf refro
tue Indinge anllod this wen, oecaugd thst sesat in

The Sun, pné plvarsdo wee polden=hwlied and gaYe

nﬂ-n,._- (Yol w1 Jye 9._,051' fhiz en “"Ll-frr.z-')‘
oriis oad ale Lit:le bugd stale ﬁaaé'tha*3

tralls, "hey_dlépr'on taeir ~arms, ue-nr? nh,,uhm&k

nképt'thé -'npcnr* Sl b s, 8nd mubbr?s Gralte thed
The o"“il g (aetal azmor bat fht 1nq »if ok

_qp&lted nattan 39@Rsta,_. e lat or nrmor they hﬂﬁ
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"We are doing fine, thanke Jjust the same," Joseph said.
Hies gaze twinkled at Judith recalling all the orders Ellzabeth, to
make sure they both dif fine according to her notions, had flung

around before rushing off to her own small son.

“I'1l go along then," Eerom said. "I have an errand in

Bethlehem."
“"We can walk together for a 1little," Joseph said. "But

then I swilng east and north."

"Have you forgotten your beggars?" Judith asked at his

back.,
He turned, and she heaped his hands with slabs of bread

and a wedge of yellow cheese uuntil he had to hook the clnnamon-

gscented staff over one shoulder. He went out.

- There vere four beggars now.
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At intarvale, 3e tna murntnp

RS s oonper—halrad zirl zlanced toward the o atn whiek cut off @

corner of Lha room sha wae clesninr. o sound came from that

quarter. Mother and.baby eL111 el ep

The zirl em¥kx besngfi at her own fifteon-iay-old

son, blinkin-: placidly on 8 shefipekin in.the middle of the,
newly ewept 11yt -Tloor, Codne' hsired Judlith wae 9 ?1?1,0ﬂ13:iﬁ

0 | yeere, £he nad bosn a wife for all of twelve months now,

Jlagcig; agalfl at the makechl £t aar%iticn and

, &ha orogsed ti-the zaom e
' shuttere
agely pushed the/ﬁi‘e to ecax in 311
L inow -
| was cligbins Bo1A1 pfun . the caet
The eun/uaxxuczxaaurtuwx!mrsxmwmu

) _' sti1l ressaured-hy;ailaﬁ

W " eilnsle winadw'sna'eaun~

Ly 'y nosﬂlbla warmth,

r " brown hille were Legiinin? to‘pueh through f 903f@3 nlichtl 911 af
b " 4

L 8now, il

i : : : . _ . told the sun AL

i ) Y “It'e tgp bed,™ Yudith Joked to the eun, reoalitng t&i
: cold L - ,_”'

. chilly walk of 3 Zfew houres before, "that yon nuu1ﬁn‘t hsvn-bdaq- i

e up Lo warm ue whan wg brought them here

curtain
to this
rights,



Dawn had been a long way off when Judith and her
' a—boli—thin-wemen—nemed
husband had been wakened by a lantern and/ik&xu&nmxﬁzgpﬁﬁx

T KRty XWINRx nameq Ertzatethy—-er the warm arse volce of B
the woman named Emlizabeth

She wag the wife of Zachariag,

rked for him sometimes,

She was a tall espa

e ————

She needed, che

e ———————— . P ——

plained, the help of a stronz girl

]
m the inn s-gtabla. \

in movinz a coueln of here f

She needed a Welper, she explained, and the inn

kgeper had suggested Judtfh who worked for him sometimes.gig;ij
wanted wiswed to move hgxxeawxskmx a cousin of hers from th&
inn's stable. The coué n - ghe was named Hary - had- ziven

birth to a sob there {wo nights ago,
"Which MBry?" Judith had asked slespily. She kmew a
dozen ¥arys aro nd bpthlehem but she hadn't known that an; of them

was near bearinz,

Ji e & The priest's wife was @ tall spare woman, very -
' -

//,/’/’ determined in mannsf, and forever ziving peonle rensovihg
hesadshakes. Judith ras in awe of har, at first, But skaxsoarx
‘mauxkixaxkiknknaxgxx the zray eyes were zay and friendly, the

hoarse volce warm,

She rebhiked Mary's tall sun-blackened husband for

havinz let the baby ke born in an inn

e
i
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.wbrkad for him sometimeé.

tnn'e stetle, The

n talV-*'
huetand hal teen wakened by a lantern anﬂ/tuu'i{{

tutucxatrﬁhtx:&m&u named fMizateth,
the waman namad Enliza‘t:eth

the. tampla ik Jerwsalem, she sald, pfplalnins tqst ghs naade&

-

fhe wae a tall fepars
"a‘ 1
e axplained, the heln o*“ a9 et,ronw giﬂ;f'*‘ .

¥ f

the needed,

in mdvtng 8 couein of here frﬂm ‘the 1nn £ stable

-

fhe neesdgl s helpsr, ehe exglained, ani the inn
wanted wished to mofe harvesus¥mx 2 couein of hers, from the
ouéin - che Wae pamed Sary = EAﬁ T¥ven,

birth to & eol thfire ‘wo nl-hte azo, :

-

was nesr bearinf, iy
'ariamt'é wife war a tall epare woman, very,
determined in ¥nosr, and forever 2iving peanle ranpotvhg

headehakes, Juc 1th woe in awg of har. at firat, Put.:kuxquuz

Exwxtraxxkninade vy the zray eyee were gay an% frtanﬁl . ‘ihe

|

’.ﬂ.y - % f N

hosrse VYoloe wak

fho\ r-tuked HMary's t8ll pun-blackened hustand for

»

havine let the toty tée tiora in an inn | (g
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," she s&i&,.":”_

want. to tell her _wumal r'e“

Jbeaph shook hié heed lmilinzl?.

; G :/’ "Let “tbem algep," he sald, a..u-h L
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Mary wrauld be lyimz Qn her pallat; with the brown ,;‘

' yellow 'One hand

-

'touchim har apindlsig wae uauany M
near, !tﬁkcxxﬂx&mxxknxﬁazamt xuxaxxkxxxxxkk’knmummn j 1%

m———w‘i‘na hed spun all the way to -"-'ethls‘uhem, 1 ookl ne hanpily

Chmps™Arbie.
akewt—per at the new sic:hta and scanas,&spraaﬂln? that zantla
Avd  taalia,

‘\. light of saranitym and lovekwhich belonzed so p
H._ med to ﬁiar-y.

t *ie =i ')'

T e N 23 N ea:cm—b-y—h-am qhn the shallow cheet draftad into ) »
b X Wﬂ«& ﬁ.‘_'. I +y
nugged into his e

duty es a crib, -uou;l.é—be t.he child fimﬂ_-&: 18Q
-I ! o‘a \ -
‘waddlim cloth and alaepin::_ﬁm&—wfa white cocoon,
5 /

' - A eraft parfactionigt Josgepz nodded appmval d'éeh-b—-r

receIted tha akiu wlth which Mary had drawn the swaddling cloth fmf
of every wrinkle and crias—croseeﬁ ite l':s:mq from head tio toe. ,
‘ He 1ooked towerd the curt.ain with kxaxkx en gir of

» gturdy prot.eetion which Judith had noticed bYefire anxt!:uxxﬁmrx
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He loeﬁ%é—%eﬁard the curtain aa—xhnu&hwfeneﬂ;:imjegzﬁei

and—g-—taek came into his face which Judith had first seen on the

early walk from the inn.

uﬁhainngﬁ_thdtait was a familiar look. It—wae—one ahp had seen aﬁ e
BUAN  Adlauss, L weal
e%her—mEﬂnmade sucdenly amare bg_some—eipaumatan.e that theg - were

w of ivei, e, }oeeph—'o-bﬂ—-aem_

0r~%he ‘right-desertrrionysNsxzreaahnie

remecmbered—s—word—she had once heari.a-priest-usoieededtoatede—
Li—wee-exactly-the right-word, Josepn'e -look was—truly-~

0 64108L60y—as—though-he-—knek-a0d. ARt ed-thathe-had-tEeT plegren™

\Lz F‘\ \J-‘;'x i |
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:;&33~%=h\_ ®> continued to look.xumkiXyxfRimaiiyyzrezszaredzhyxtRexxxxx
gitencuzxexdudktkzhadzkeanzreasxnredzinxharxhansexckexn ings xhe
Finally, however, the silence #hewe seemed to reassure him as 1t
had reassured Judith. THeH he turned toward the door and Esrom
Joined him, !

"I'11 bild you goodby," Esrom said. "I have an errane dn
Bethlehem.

"Thank you for coming," Joseph said, and lifted the latch,

"Here:" Judith called.

Joseph came back and she heaped his hands with slabs of
fresh bread and a wedge of pale, yellow cheese.

your three

"You don't want to disappoint ymmxxkhaxe beggars," she
laughed.

Joseph and Esrom went out.

There were four beggars now.

- W -
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curtain from their utable Ander the inn, acroee hilly country to

this small, limeﬂtona and plaster house which she was g0 vigorously

cleaning. ‘ "-\‘ 8 N
g 3 RN
The House had needed cleaning. It had beenhyacant - N *ﬁ;x §
~roRe-that lacy cobwebs had feetooned every nook and corner. EE%
Cﬁ’there we;e no cobwebs now. Judith 1ooked around in satisfaction.

Not one. She turned to. look again at the boldly rising sun. i )
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CHAPTER TWO

T o Ldpes
intervals, as the,morning sdédwvanced, the strapping,

-oyper-haired girl glanced toward the

drtain which cut off a

No sound

Swilia Wﬂ-‘
girl only in yfars. She had been a wife for more thanh‘ 2 and
Ak — gl -aly
her own gson blinked placidly on a sheepskin in the

g

middle”of the newly swept dirt floor. She glaucdlagain and,
2 .

~g§aured again by sllence, soundlessly opened wider the shutters ,




Not one. She turned look again at the boldly climbing sun.
- -0 —o0
The sun had been bwlot the dark horizon when she and her

husband had bﬁjpfawakened on thelr pallet oman's warm, hoarse

vot%.

The woman was Elizabeth

She wished to move a cousin of shers out of te inn's stable. The

cousin ghe wee named Mary -- had given bArth to a son there two

nights/before, _
abeth had added with appro

"The innkeepfr was right," El
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Elizabeth had explained. -
That taXl Judith and her Aram had had to pay it, too. But‘ii"“’"\
< + e
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been the great strange light @B the other night. ,T‘hat had filled
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Four-fifths naked and seemlngly half-starfed, Peleg hagd

proved the biggest braggart Joseph had ever met. He had drawn

Jeerg from the travelllng party which had formed for mutual
protection agalnst robbers, and even before Mary tobk his part he
had become her adorer, as so many did on first sight or almost that
goon.

I But Peleg, Joseph remembered, had turned west for
Meggido, hardly a quarter of the dilstance from Nazareth to Sebaste.
How then could he be so soon down here?

W&ééeph decided that he had been decelved by a slngular
%eesembl&nce. His confusion at so many beggars, however, held on.
.Eg had seen beggare in all sorts of places but always there had
been a plaln reason. Judea's powerful Beggars' Guilé sent 1its
members everywhere., But he.could gee no reason for thelr presence
in thie remote spot. He had_hsrdly reached thils conclusion when he
was struck by a reason which was startling, although anything but
plain. Plain? It was impossibles Just the same it etuck like a
burr. He looked toward the curtailn.

"I read a thing once," he sald to one in particular. "Or
ma ybe someone sald it to me. Or;" he pulled down the corners of his
strong mouth to deprecate in advénce what he was about to add. "Maybe
I thought it up for myself. It 1s this: When something 1s to bé
defended, it 1s always the poor who first stand forth. They can
afford ‘to be brave, having only their lives to lose,"

Judith flung both hands high. - el e T Quji.

"Hoity-toity: Aren't we thinking big thoughts. Something,

indeed! And whose lives?"
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" You: are-one of e fowr'whv ‘came -to-see-thebabyi~Butyow
mberﬂ“d?e the 6thers?"
lel, o f-couree; eomebody Hae Lo gte Y WITH e frocke:;!
" Erom-whrat-Ekteabeth-t.01dwBawyou. Bt e Berom,

"That 's Beor, all right. And Obed 1s the gqulet one.
Zorobabel gets excited."

But see here!" Jydith threw the exclamation like a
stick. "We dian't say at the inn where we were going. And on the
way we ﬁet not a single soul., So how did you know where to come?"

"Where else would I come?" Eerom asked mildly. v

000 -

The door was opened again. Tall, sunblackened Joseph
stooped clear of the lintel, his crisp black beard bright with
drope from the well where he had drunk after waterlng the donkey.

e Looking at him Judith could not see, for the life of her, why
P;Lm* Elizabeth had refused to depend on a man so plainly rapable, and
gentle, too.

Judith!" Joseph keyed his volce to the curtain. "Do we
run to a little sﬁare bread amd cheese? A man can't turn his back
on beggars strayed into such an out-of-the-way spot as this. And
there are two outside,"

Tardily,he néticed the Shepherd.ru’ Jir € ) ey

"Esrom? Good morning. What gets you up so early, Esrom?"

"Peace!" Esrom touched hand to head and heart. *Oh; I..

came Just tO I~

"Two beggare!" Judith broke in. "You mean one' Ehe went

again to the wingow. ?wny, there are three'" e Cf, &

Joeeph‘went. Sure enough,there were three. And the most
distant -- skinny, barefooted and wearing only a ragged loincloth --
ressembled Peleg, the 0dd beggar who had walked worshipfully by

Mary for part of the journey down from Nazareth,
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You are one of the four who came to the inn that first
night " EItzabeth whispered. "Joseph t;idlmé about you. The
day before, he said, you saw three Wise Men in Jericho."

"The gise gan are still in Jericho."

Young John, with a triumphant gurgle, threw his rattle
across the room again and his mother seemed glad of a chance to
vent her feelings in action. She ran to chase the toy and then
began to poke and pat her son. Pats and pokes found nothing
amiss. He was as dry as a bone.

One of the lambs gave a broken "Baa-a" and scrambled

out of the blankets. His stiltlike legs buckled, bent and



doubt it. After such a night,"™ Jose saldyg but he
tiptoed to the curtain. He pulled it aside a small space and
looked into the gloom within.

Mary was still asleep. He could tell by her soft
breathinge. He could see the brown brook of her hair flowing over
her blue dress embroidered in mellow yellow. It flowed as
serenely as she slept.

Between her pallet and the shallow chest which had been
pressed into service as a crib lay a spindle and a bundle bf wool.
He remembered her happlly spinning as she rode on Briar's back on
the journey down to Bethlehem.

He tiptoed to the crib. Tiny and still, the baby slept
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Eifzabeth flung both Hands high.

oy “Hellyaalin- Ailen't we think-i—nrg‘-big- thoughtst -Something -
-4ndeed{ And whose "Itve's'?»:__,-*-.

Joseph smiled a.’f': Esrom and took a staff of-storax-wood;-
from beside the door. It exuded a falnt cinnamon odor. e, !'#».:.:.‘ readl
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"Well "® he eaid, ‘"Briar is tethered just a little way ~ {7 'céy

[N

)

here, I'll get to work."

-MJoseph, have you found work so soon?" Elizabeth demanded..
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CHAPTER ONE

At intervals, while the bold sun climbed above the
horizon, Elizabeth had been dosing the wobbly new lambs, hoping,
in spite of their discouraging weakness, that she had rescued
them in time. ‘

"3i1lies!" she said under her breath. "Even three-day
0ld -lambs ought to have sense enough to stay with their mothersi"

She pulled the rag teat from Number One and gave 1t to
Number Two. She bundled both into a blanket and was pushing them
within range of the heat thrown off by a brazier when Number One
baa'd forlornlye.

"Sshi" sald Elizabeth and glanced toward a curtaln that
cut off a far corner of the roome. There was no sound from that
quarter. Not a creakt Not a rustlel And Number One drowsed off,
and his twin drowsed. "Now keep shushed," she added, shaking her
red head rebukingly. )

Always sure that she could improve any state of affairs,
Elizabeth was forever giving something or someone a rebuking,
corrective headshake.

She walked to the window, pulled open the shﬁttera and

shook her head now at the sun. It was growing warmer so that the



brown hills were beglnning to push through a scanty night fall of
SNOwW »

"A pity,"™ she murmured to the sun, "that you couldn't
have helped a few hours earliert"

A third headshake disapproved a beggar slouching along
the unfrequented byway which passed the house. ™A beggar outside
this humble lonely iplacel Whatever is he doing here?"

A sudden clatter caused her to whirl about. Her six
months-old-son who had reddish hair like his mother's and the
build of an infant Samson, sat staunchly on a sheepskin in the
center of the room. He had thrown the toy he had been playing
with, a stoppered bottle with red and green beads inside. Delighted
with the nolse, he crowed, and Elizabeth shook her head at hime.

At first blush Ellzabeth seemed to be a tyrant)but
closer acquaintance revealed her as not at all formidable. Tall,
spare and gaunt, she was graceful as well; her thin wind=-roughened
cheeks had a sculptured charm; and her warm blue gaze always
betrayed that, however duty-bound she félt to correct things and
people, she understood and forgave the worst of both.

Elizabeth always ended by forgiving. Her time, her
strength, and -=- often to her husband's mild dismay -~ the family
goods belonged to anyone. No friend was ever refused ald; no
beggars ever turned empty handed from her idoowrs.

Softly she retrieved the toy. There was still no sound
from behind the curtain. Mother and baby still slept.

And why not, after the time they had hady Elizabeth

? in Bethlehem
reflected. She thought back to the stable at the innj and saild,



"tch-tch-tchi" in disapproval of that beginning of everything.

Of all places to have a babyl! A cave, stabling cows,
horses, goats, even a couple of camels! And afterwards through
two nights and a day, what fuss and confusion! People coming.
People going. People Oh-ing and Ah-ing! Only Mary had not been
upset. She was serene as always. And the baby had slept through
everythinge.

Elizabeth congratulated herself afresh that she had
found thls house, such as it was, for Mary. Her own house was
only a half mlle away, a spacious one to do credit to a Temple

/ priest of consequence. Zacharias, as Elizabeth always managed to
make new acqualntances aware, was not merely one of the obscure
hosts on duty in the great, golden edifice which Herod was slyly
rebuilding in the shadow of the Fortress of Antonia in Jerusalem,
although admitting only repairs lest he be accused of sacrilege.
Zacharias was a senlor priest of the hand-picked division of
Ab1 jah.

But the house of a senlor priest was too full of bustle
and hustle,.Joaeph had decided. So Elizabeth had found this one
and had brought Mary and her son here this very morning.

She had brought them before sun-up and getting them
settled had not been easy. Of course Joseph had helped, but it
hadn't been a man's work and she scarcely knew what she would have
done without that blg copper-haired girl from the 1anwho had come
along to lend a hand.

Juditht That was the girl's name. She wasn't, as a
matter of fact, a girl except in name. She had had her own baby



sldestepped but he staggered half across the room before
collapsinge.

The shepherd lifted the slack woolly morsel, snlffed
and looked up in amazement.

"This lamb is tipsyl" he whispered hoarsely.

"He's just had a few sucks from a rag teat," Elizabeth
whispered In Indignant denial.

"You gave the lamb wine?"

"They both got lost last night. I found them stone
cold in the snow. They looked as though they'd never pull through,
so I gave them what Zacharias always takes to warm himself,"

"You gave the lambs WINE?"

"Now see here!t What's wrong with that?"

The shepherd put the lamb down. It balanced doggedlye.
Then, drawn by the scent of its kind, 1t staggered back to the
blanket and "Baa-aaed" again at not finding the expected natural
substitute for the rag teat. The shepherd wrapped it iIn the
blanket, felt the twin, and turned back to Elizabeth.

"I guess it's all right." He could not help smilinge.

"I mean,such stuff for lambs. A man certainly does live and
learn. You can glve the pair back to their mother."

"I knew I was doing the right thing." Elizabeth was
full of confidence now that she had confounded an expert. "But
where are the rest of you?" she asked. "The other three who came
with you before?"

"Well, of course, somebody had to stay with the flocks."

"I don't remember your names, though Joseph told me."




only a few days earllier than Mary. But she was one of those
wonders, so hearty that they are up and about almost before the
midwife's back is turned.
Judith

The house in which/=® had helped Elizabeth settle Mary
and her son was indeed humble. Its single room was large but it
did not offer even the decent elevated section of dirt floor which
in most houses kept human occupants a few inches higher than their

The donkey '

beasts, at night. /Smsdd Briar, Mary's mount all the way from
Nazareth, had stood that morning ds high as his mistress until
Joseph hauled him outside to forage. [

The house had the usual flat roof, and limestone walls.
It blended so iInconspicuously into the countryside that passersby
scarcely saw 1t, and certainly forgot it as soon as they got out
of sight. And there were few passersby, for no road ran before
it, only the byway cn which Elizabeth had noticed the loltering
beggar.

A gentle knock fell on the door.

"If 1t's that beggar," Elizabeth said, “he'll get a
plece of my mindi"™ And she jerked the door open with her most

forbidding headshake.
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remained 2sree through averythingb
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saild. That was Mary‘ruuaxw_she h d added in a sortsr

volce, But then she had begihn to aoold again,
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I uanted;them to movejinto my own home. We have plenty -

of room.. IR N o d Notph .
But Mary' 8 huaban had said that a senior priest's house,

with petltioners coming at a 1 hours, was too full of hustle and

bustle, e
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“"So I had to t;ggi_doma another place‘£0e—§hen~-1t.u§s I
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Her scolding doesn't mean a thlng," Judith had told
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her self as they walked. "She's as kind as can be."
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| with every step, and she had liked Marpisxhmzbamdy too.(Ha had

E =

e

E;' been walting outsilde the atable with the donkey on which his wife

would ride to her new dwelling. He had rolled two blankets, and
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The sun had been below the dark horizon when she and her

- husband had been swakened by the warm, insistent volce of a woman.

"I am Elizabpt®, tfle wife of-Zacharlasy—-the woman had sald.

She needed a helfer )2 & mua%\m-

N f Sh' s --._
The cousin-had-given

1le~Judith, on ‘t”, rubbed aleap from her eyese

He wd ..'had looked dowh anxlous}y 1n the light of e wall lamp.,
(8 Tle tseoepe—tad Wl alnd ¢

®Do come. Pleases I'lY pay a penny.

) "

/
e e O L S ae— a8 aeret it hnErcoustrfeenIneEd F” °

ry?" Judifh had askedGrowsily. Sh¢ knew a
hadw % hm%ﬂ-& :
dozen Marys argund Bethlehém, but she /Gedndt=ins afy of them was et~
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y cousin is/frok Nazgreth," Ellzabeth had sefd.
afd not know any Mary frém that distant tkﬁhtt

ourge,
She had barely/ﬁégrd of Nazarethy just' a few houses,

, arpund a crossroadf fartder north than

EHEt“tax%—&u&%%h;&ﬂ&—herwﬁr&m*ha&~hﬂdmto~p&y it, too.-And ..
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Elizabatn‘neadea, she explained, the help of a strong
2irl 1n moovinz a cousin of hers from the Inn'e stable, The cousin

-she was named Mary - had given birth to a son there two- nizhte

-

ago, '

8 A

"Whath Mary?" Judith had asked eaqérly. She knew a

dzoen “arye around Esthlehem, but she Hadn'r known that any of them

was near bearing.

Elizabeth'e cousin and her husbtand, 1t sesmed, came
from a town in Galilee, They wers amonz the ménf strangers crowding
Eathlehem or who had come to Bathlehem to pay the tax “eroi had
had ordered. . , Sih erar L ak o
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—~" "I'11 have to take my baby," Judith eaid.
"Oh, of course." The-prieete wife had-crown kinily.

aa;jgs.kénﬂiy;—"The 1nn keeoer told me you had 3 wery young
baty., But hs sahd Eﬁ6—¥ﬁu stron»
red—pouncedfrom-bedand
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ardarkmzxuarx&rusxx She was very zlad to go. Not onlv because she
and her young husband, Aram}couldzyﬁse the. monsy she would be paid;

but because work was 8 pleasurse to J udith, It waes part &f livinz and

digeinz 1in the earth,
she loved 211 livins - making @ meal, sweeplng a floor, /having a

husband, having a baby,
h&hxx/nursing 8im, swaddling him. REGEYRExkRxEERx2%¥RExxx
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Bhe was tall, epare and brisk, em® forever givinz people reproving
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hnnltxh&&rhusxxgaxkau:x:zcau&xthttxzshitrtx to the small haune
nizabe;r.b hed fausi hunted down, when Josaph, t Flizabeth's
oxaaperatian, had decided that tha bicgar homa of -seenior priest*

beelazad by petiﬁlonerd, would be too full of huetle and buetle,




when Judith and her huebsnd nad wakenad by txaxkmmxxsepxxkyxx a l

lantern, ¥mexskrormxxyauzxmakhexx and the +2ym throaty volce

of the womsn named flizabeth,
Judith, whoee hurband wae 8 em2ll farmar, af¥xEx
"I am the wifa of Zacherise, sen'or priest of the
worked from time to time at the inn, end the inn keaner had
Divirion of Akijdah," she had asl1d, mxm¥x explesininz that ehe
suzgested har to thie tall, ep2re, commandinz woman, Elizateth
needed the helnp of 2 biz etronz girl in movinm 2 cousin
neafed, she exolasined, the help of a stronc =irl in mov'ne a eousln
of here from the tnn'e starle, The cousin = ehe wic pamel Marys |

had =ziven blrth to 8 eon there twe nights tefora,

"Which Hary?" Juiith had acked droaweily. She ‘

o

knew 8 dozan Mazye sround Eathleham, It wae one of thes commobest

nameeg in Juilen, Hut che hadn't 'nown that any of tham
wae nesr bearin-,
Thie “ary, it developed, came from 2 town in Gakilee,

She wae one of tha many strangers crowlins amd ﬁquvmqwitnh_nha. -4
he Ani har huebkand Joseph hsd come to E
Judtth'e homs town of-EBethlehen; |
~athlshem to pay the tax 4erod had ordered.
"I am the wide of Zachariae, senior nriest of t he
Tall, =Epxyaxand acyuniyy apare, !
Divielon of Aby 'sh," :liﬂqbeth had Fa,,./ﬁhe had at flret eaemed
_ She 414 enem duty nound to
formldakle. Rax¥kx Bo‘ not for lonr, Fxkky She wae gracaful, as well,
correet thinse and npaonla, 9-3 wae Alwaye shakiner her haesd retukines, but
and her warm tlue gsze slwaye betrayed that, howaveram duty-bound ehe

felt to correet thhinge and peoﬁle, she akwayrx unieretood and forge ve
the woret of both.

Alwaye sure that she coul 4 improve any etate of affalre
Elizabteth wae forsver sivine somebhhﬁq or somascne a vebukine, |

corrective hasdehsake, She wae very rebukine toward Mary(e tall,

sun-blackeanad husktand -



o LT s

when Judith and, her husband hadywakened by taxknrxkesmaxkzxx a

lantern, Thsxxtrangxxaugxmaﬁhaxx and the warm throaty volce .

of the woman named Elizabeth, i

Judith, whose husband wage eemedl farm ftd&x

the-wife-of-Zachayrlge, sernior priest-of-the

worked from time to time at the inn, and the inn keeper had
Divieton of Abi Jah," she had e21ld, am¥x explalning thet she
suggeeted mer to this tall, spere, commanding woman, Ellzateth
needed the help of a big etronz girl in moving a cousin
needed, she explained, the help of a strong girl in moving a cousin
of here from the 1nn's gtable, The couein - she was named Marysy

‘had given birth to a son there two nights before.

’

"Which Mary?" Judith had acked droawsily. She

-

knew a dozen Marys around Eathlehem. It wae one of the commobest s
names 1n Judea, But she hadn't known that ahy of them

was near bearing,

" This “ary, it developed, came from a town.in Gakiles,
Cele I o
She wag one of the many gt rangers crowding anﬂ'ﬁvarcrcw&&na_hhaal [
She And her husbtand Jowesh ‘had come to

Judith'e home town,af-Bethiahrems
~athlehem to pay the tax ‘erod had ordered,
I am the wide of Zacharias, senior priest of t he ik
Tall, sgaraxand ZIWEE L X anare,bﬁ~ _J
Division of Abi ab " m1zabeth had said./She had at first seemed
ghe did 'ssem duty nound to

formidable. RaXkx Bot not for lonz. Ea¥ky.She WiE Traceful,.ss.wells,
correst thinge and people, and wae always shaking her head retukinz, but
and her warm tlue gaze always betrayed that, howeverm duty-bound ehe
felt to correst thhinge and people, she wkwayxsx understood and forza ve
the worst of both, ' : .

Always sure that she coul 4 improve any state of affalrs
Elizasbeth was forever giving somebhkng or someone & rebuking,

corrective headshake, She was very rebukins toward Mary(se tall,

sun-blackened husband
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Cortez coyld afford to arm only a few q% his soldlers wilth
the crocsbow. It wae 'en expensive weapon; It %jg also powerful, Except
in close fightinz an enemy with only esword qp;apear could not hope
had another powgrgul weapon, a kind of

' 4

musket. It wae called the\arquebus and iﬂé noise froghtened the Indians,

to win agailnst 1t. Cort

especlally at first, But the arguebus mnever did as muech harm ag the

crosebow. y
' A crosébow welghed bogjjtwenty—flve-pounde. A score or so
of heavy arrows added'ﬁore welight, and a soldier tlired quickly until
he learned to carry the whole;& ad on hils back,

The bow was made ﬁ% stdel., This was set crosswisge into a
i

a trigger pulled the hook down the re\leased strinz drove. the arrow
/ %
at the target., / ‘

The arfow was nét like the griceful arrow of the lonzbow.

(It was a short, thick bolt, but 1t hit s, hard that 1t went through

armor, Indeed) it made such a terrible woun§ that dhristians were not

supposed to/shoot 1t at other Chricstlans, B Cortez was ﬁfghting

savages, bé said, and many, many of these werd killed bty the few

picked ?én that. . he was abie to arm with the croksbow.
y .



i - \

Juitth'e plasauroa cama from every day th 13’8‘& aak

-

a usal. aweeplng @ floor. Having & buebsnd, ﬁavtnu a baby. Hura!ng
hhl. Swaddlinz him. Diceing in the ssrrth Thinge that had to do
with ordinary th nge, But h&r ‘memory ar that morninz was a

peau‘uar tx«armwé nlansnra, About he‘lni n:t t.hat. other woung

mther and tha tr‘!.n ?mm Bothleham there tw& been 2
Joy, dudith had not tried to axplatn aven to Aram.

' . Juﬂth a awn mood was to hurry. Stronnr with '
tlﬂant musclap,cu daen treast a»nd ﬂm 1&59 anf‘l thizhe, |

daa emilod ovar 3 ghouldar at Amn.

W

Strode alonz beslde Aram, hurrine hayr baby and

I -

smiling, -y , ) R

LY

L3

“hran‘t. we 1ucky?" vy e

leled bmsdly». Thatr- pla,m rur plam.y of babi ea.

-

~

Reverant,
Munched ecompanionabla,

Bated Rerod,

Lervous in the etempl r,but soon =ot over it,




: : | '&1 *ku_a sk TR
at Jemaale'n. Saaxwaxgxaxkakk Judith was in awe ofAh-e-r at first, A
?L q i . \

%WTU\W , was wery dgtermined 44 N
_ YLt > UL sCrlSiap L "S en

waanep-and arlntaxs xkvknxxgamaxx forever ziving wesmewdns Siceimh &

. oy
headnhakes.(; ﬂu""? \ -, \

g gil 3 (Nualo e her huskamixsx cousin's
ook hrer-head bdcause/MaxryisxkusrarkxXazamx
O TS e
husband had not been aible to ff‘ind Hmm—ﬂaax&hmx in Pethlehen
- oo . 2 (‘k.,%__..- )
4n- whi— eh‘-'t- o

Batting Lo sl siutabho . OF 511 places for a

child to be born! It hadn't been even & real stable. Juet thak a

limestone cave under the inn, full of cowsn horses, goat g,

WMH"Héd"indignant'ly' told tn-her warm winnine volce,

and even a couple of camels, And afterwarde, secordtnr—to-the-—-

through two nights and a day, what fuss'and-confusion! People

coming, feople zolnz, People akkmxxamkxaxkmxx oh-inz and ah-1ing,
Weet ERL R Wt
&try Mary had been not been 'upset, She was gerene as-always.

-

Abd the baby had elept throush everything,

But adblroveh-iitrebeth-thue—scotded,her gray ayes
XEXXYX gay : ;
Were wamswiwex® and friendly. %LQ Cad e L"‘fo.,\ K,u_-.-.-ai z S

\ Shg doeen't mean a word of 1it," Judith thous_cht. , £
: x ' ghe 11ked 1 3
—r.wd"-’-m 11ked hem. and/Hary's husbanﬁ a tall sun-blackened :
e e bt
I XFEAkArx -Man; e carpenter, 'h-ogoa.ul, ho waited forfrtm with S \*-Qh?q{
-_::.. »C qLL’;_ ﬁ

—
the donkey on which, hmxtakdtxbmrxxtxkzxwkﬂsxau&xbdxﬂxkakxx his wife

would rlde¢® e \ R l—- (1 Q o) \‘l bbb ) '-{r".' {-f...-fh-t..!.._ 3 '_5-:;

\,'_ fiee s A There t\ad besn uudith gat.her-ed, an argument ear}iar. I

e 'e‘{'-'it.'\l" P ™ L R, ""' : M" rou
Joseph had m-wis'hed them to wo ARl harans Tt Honaa aE
Ce :
8 senlor hls:h priest wae too full of hustle and bustle he had

.,.fr- “'“L'}' -b;_-?{L)lrg,A,-

! l‘-._{"L R b
aaid Sp Elizabath had found thie smaller WW ga:
with no neighbore. PSR o s S g S

Suth-ee-1t ye." she sald indignantly, and Tt wae ™% &

3 !:-ve-e_'rt_a inly humbl a1, W




3 "ror the prieetn wifa, a tall apare waman, wa'e very *etﬁrﬂlnud in

manner and m«tsxg_:ktkmxmmx forever glvin- mnmnna
headehakes, _ ‘
- her ma\l&u&xsx oousin &

, “he_ shook her baaﬂ ‘beoause/ﬁarz-x sx&uthanixi«nmx
huetboand hed not ‘caen atls t.o find 92 room fawxieemy in “ethiehem
'ip whi ch the ehilﬂ?cculd'be born, The 1des, she esid, of

1su'._1ng. the 95‘1’1_:"3 te born in s stesble, cig’ a1l nlsces for e
oh11d to be Horn! It hadn't bean aven a real stable, Just thak a.
- 1limestone éave unle® the ‘nn, Full of cowen horess, m=oat g,
and even a coupls of camel s, And afterwarde, ‘acenrdtnr to the
: | ‘etory Elizabeth had ,'1n-ﬂignantl 7 o014 in her ward winntin- vot ce,
throuzh two nizhte and 8 f;ay,_-whs-t fues and confuelon! People .
_cominz, Paonle soln~, Peopla shimrympivyrimyy ohb'ir_;% and sh-inc,
Only Ma-rj had bean not been upset., She was .B.er-ane_ ar always.

An4 th-; baby had elapt throuch evarythim'- .
But s1thouch Flizabeth thue moldc'] har zray eyes:
' ¥RYX Ay
q ‘wera vary, warm and friendly, _
"Sbe ﬂoam t mean a word of 1t," Judith thought, i
/ . sha 1iked . _ g
She uked her, ani/Mary's huebani, a tsl'!_.eun-i-blagkmad'

- exrxgenkgrx man, o2 ':earp"an-ter, he said, who waited 'f'o-r.h-im with '
.. ; “b?t':é- ;s:o.n-kay on which, -’htxta'krirxtxxxamkqn?h:rgn&-rﬁbuthmx hie w&_t‘-é
_ would ride, | i . 4 ) \

' “‘hafe had been Judith -gat.hzorad, an a'rfmm'ant e‘a-viier.
'-Toseph had not wiehad them to go to Ellsabeth'e house. The housa ar

a senlor hich prier* wae t00 full of hustle 8nd buetla’'he hed

 estd. Sp Mizabeth had foun? thie ema1lar heuue, whieh amad amua@,,
\ 'wit.h no namh’bm o, S T
sm ae 1.1: ts sha aaid indtsné’bﬁlh anﬂ 1t ﬁaa A




CHAPTER TWO

4t intervale, 2s the .mming' advageed, thae stmpplﬁg) i
copper-nalred sirl slanced towsrd I‘thé curtalrn which cut off
» eornsr of the roo'n ‘the wee 'cs.leanin'r ﬁo eoun’ came from t.h'nt.
quartm. ia mothar: fxaxx turned on an 1nvi €1Fla »nallet Tonly aaee,

coftly that Lt scarcely rustled , snﬁ the ha‘by 414 not rouee to.

ot

ery. v

L]

T’-ze zirl emlled 8t her own {iftesn-dsy-014% eon,
bltnkin:r olecldly on & sheepskin in the mlad?e of the new‘ly ewept
dirt I‘Ioor. Gonpar-hairad Judith wae s zzlrl only in yeasrs, She had
been a #ifs for all of twelve monthe MW . {

: shs zlanced azain at the makeahlft nartition and utul
rescsursd bty eilanoe, soundlecely zxak onened the ehuttere of the
mom e elngle window more widely, to coax 1n 8]l poseible wsmth.

0 Lutdoore, the doorysrd frost had meglted and the . it
- trown h_ilis'ware te-inninr to pueh through a scanty n!.gh--trsn e

enow, |

"It's too bad," Judlth told the sum, recallin- the

*

chilly walk of a few houre tefors, "that you couldn't have bean

up to warm use whan Wa trouzht them hers,"

Her volce was understandably b:sa mlaae.-aae had been 3t

'o-n- ths go einee before sun-up, halp'tm tho two behi ni the curtain

rmm a atabla undar the 1nn, acmse hilly ecmn‘ba-y to thin eua!.l h
e  vizorous}y
Bt whieh ghe waa nou/ntwuskx putt.in:z to ﬂghtu. e




N

Dawn had been a lonz way off when Judith and her
hoarse
husband had been wakened by a lantern and the warm Musxyxxak
volce of the woman named Ellzabsth, Swaxkadxsawndedrxgryxdeksrmikradx
/mounding very determined,

She needed a helger, ehehzfplaine%ﬂ and 'the inn
kesper had suggested Judtih who worked for him sometimes. El1zabeth
wished to move a cousin of hers fxamxgx out of the inn's
stable. The cousgin - she was named Mary - had ziven birth to
a son there two nights ago,

"Which Yary?" Judith had asked sleepily. She knew
a sdezen Marys around #armxxkeamx Pethlehem but she hadn't known
that any of them was near bearing, ' . 4

TN "g“/-fcam/?,,
cousin amdxkgrxxxEExR ’
lilse , fne and her husband were among

the maxmyxxzkramgarsx horde of strangere who had come to‘Ehihlahem

AL

came from a,

to pay the new tax,

Ek¥kx Judith wa@ already bounced from bed and frem- S 2

\S

" pralding her heavy bright halr, She was glad to sa.'Aram, her

young husband, was only a farm hand, and they could uee exkrxx

manaxx the money she would be paid, ~esides, work was a pleasure

to Judit h. It wae part of living and she loved 2ll livinz < metctae
cra ey Ot

a-meal, sweeplnz 2 floor,Adlqginq in the earth, having a husband,

having a baby, nursinz him, ewaddlingz hig.

had
"1'11 have td@ take my baby," sheleaid p

ib?ﬁ;gﬁ'course. The inn keeper told me you had a wBE—.

paby. But he e8l d you were very stronz."

: I an!" sesdthr-srorteds—tn-ttr—
b, <

Elizabteth had a young, son, too,meee=E3¥d, Soe wWas

the wife, she told Judith, of Zacharias, a senior priest of the templa




07‘;0- 0-0-30-" {5 ‘!

. Leaninx from @he mindow, Ju&kthx!wkkn& and thiﬁkina
e : ~ It had been wonderful, .
et of the my Judlth hed emilad, / Sexaxaxdx In no tma the

eky had been as blus gag the robs, iasaghksxukit%ua g embroi

i .mellow 2

L . 1n/sxnahknx yellow, worn By Joseph's younz wifaa
. ’ min&ed the x@kx lenzthy walk,' 'g W AT DR gt

3 (% 2 The 1Ltt1e house wae certainly hun .-'.I.'-e-,_ ae E.liza"bet-t& i

L & r i
I L]

had.sard.



1k | gl
> _ . 0-0-0-0-0-

The house in which Judith had helped Elizabeth

e settle the 1little family, wae indeed humble, It hadxihxaxwmuak
LL‘\
fEg v Rxaxkxxaafx wae small plastered with limestone, and had the
R o Y& 4 ala-ut,b\-n-’«_,a....é%-n!«(
a3 usual flat roof, topped byana 8 of brush, reeds, mud, grass
ﬂr_ -— '
ﬁt;,,' _ @d cla@ all rolled flat, m&t blended so inconsotsuously
Gy intd the kamksaxpexxxxx countryelde that paseersby
:;"J". ) scareel y caw it, and certainly forgot 1t as soon ae they
h 4 *&* =18
LA got out of sight There were few passarsby) o rbtad ran before ' A
e : s
e it, only a byway. : ' : ] T
:Ir-‘: - ¥ I ; 3 . : \ ) J ol_*ﬂ
B © 'Judith looked down the bty-way, thinkinz of-the WX s 'li:‘.?'
e, 5. e ot e
e _early walk, Ta-no-time the skyﬂh-sd—baen as blue as the mba. — T4 l
|T. - \:3' MM b iz -'U ot l?:
R embroldered in mellow yellow, kixakxdx worn by Joseph's young . y F o
g == : Tﬁ'm—cm‘:*“‘“—# ', .;,' ' -.-342
: wife}&xs_a*a--—s rode' along on the donkey, - ey \ { e
Sy : r— G -
\ : - el
e =we ~Ekraatixxag L (L.
ol : f ] . 5 ‘,. 'fl_‘;
A sa'ﬂthJOpegh had gone @ut to tether the donkey, smd Elizabeth e - N
' - . _ dutal €2 Ul
o had gone, %& little while before, to make sure that servants ";
'a ; in her gumihome, -a-quarter-mile away (or nearby homs) - ' S
l.._,.' K % v 3 -\:
N were glvinz proper care to her own six-montheold =on, e
lq "Bables, bables!" Judtth whispered merrily. Everyons
Sy was having bables In thaxwamksxfxkyxwarkxxsxamyxwarkix this now warm and ‘
B ‘ sunshiny world, The sky¥ was 8ae b}ue as the robe, embroidered in ;
ot ghe o A

mellow yellow, worn by Joseph's vouna: wife as bxa rode alonz Kixa
'-'.' on the donkey @ that W= morning M w o ‘
l "I 1nved coming hers," Judith thousht. fas) v T L L




into the countryside that paeserby ecncely eew ft, anl eyt °inly fc

Lt as soon a¢ thay gﬁt out of eigb‘ Amﬂ'{;erﬁ ware, fov niseerﬂby,.__

for no road ran before it, onlf e tywaya . ‘
 Judith looked down the byway now to ses _

1f Elizabeth was in sight, She had zone off ﬁc_makg.sure that

the servants in her own home, & quarter mile away,-#era

givine her slx-monthF-old son]nrOper care,
&

'a wonderful morninz, That t:io from Dathleham, with the dew atill
RmamxmarrimsngxcxaxAx A% XK x sxrErk s xx&x :

, the world, and these people.... _ : ;
dfb 3 There was no slgn of Eliza eth but a begezar had
% v"-siouched into signt-along the unfrequented bywﬂ?.wkk-k begzar
'*‘#F&i}’ outside a'a house o humble and 1ohelv?‘&nxmuskfh:kkttlx

tﬂ; i huxqauk&igutxkkua&xﬂpquxxntmnax Whetever 1s he dolng here,
.” il Judith wondared. .

0-0-0- i

hie - \ , P!
Her baby on the sheepskin mur?urad hungri lhy. = -

. Judith whirled,




*thfnn' ehe haj baaun .-t.'o"ecold again,

"i wanted, kxdmy of course, to anePthem into my own .

A

. home, ¥%e havs nlanty of room," ‘ | Tﬁi
o Lut 4ary's husbend, a carpenter nava? Joseph, hsd - : gﬁ?é

" ‘gald that .& 9dﬁidrlpr 133%% houea,with petitionars comine at 211 * ;Eﬂ
Boure,wasx £oo fu¥l. of huetle and tustle. | : |
"85 I4ad fo find anothér placn It wae nura lubk ; l*ﬁ?é

‘thet I came upon s 11ttle houss less than s cuartar b7 3 mile o _“jif
from my own. Lut 1t Men‘t much  of a/;iiiiy’anﬂ 1t ian' t.rleanad. d :ﬁu

-

A That'e mainly why I need you, You are r00d to coma ," che had added ‘; 1@3
O . A

L - warmy, S rivey k. LS 203 1&;
! &.: . Her gcoldine Foesn "t mean 3 hhlnﬂ_ UK had 33 '%;i
"dacideﬂ ae they wa1kad. ehe'e kind as ean 1 B R 5 ' uﬁﬂﬁ

Her 11*1nh for the xanx wSTe of the “ﬂﬁiur priest fjé;i

~for the priest's wifa hail 1ndraa=e4 with every stan, ®ne nhn : ' ; {ng

‘had 1iked the cerpenter too, kxkukkxm!ux He hed teen walting SR

outeide the stable with the donkey on whicﬁ hie wbd e would
- rlde to her new *wpllln«_'ﬁe ha? rolied two blapkete and tied thém'_ 2
: ﬂhe-ﬁbable yﬂrﬁ wop pt111. dim, -2lthough the rim of brichthess aldng ‘ w
Awumjnanizan var hiqartah1_4n_ with corde ro meka ‘@ eort of acat tar«:
“I 11 vall you when we meed you," Elisotath hsd epid
to ﬁrm, nne hanF on tha 1étch of the_caﬁe-piﬂbim 20T, fﬁe yarﬁ-éaa
_ still dim lehou-h the rimt of briﬂh*nea“ alon~ thq how&non wae wlﬁsni

. Dovee were taxirninm to pvnﬂ forth ‘thelr eoft con°o1afionp.

e | Tha tall man had nodded his wilanrnees ta wait
T & "A Bty wa r& takinz her ¢ i
al S| e R SR (7L e A { TR ey 111 T T ol b R e | Rl e ' | ke L yin . bR



A Sﬁr‘bbsr thmm:h tha .-.ndaw, *t.he sﬁﬂaping @oapamﬁs!.md g,!.ﬂ

":-glaneea toward tﬁé’ﬂe - sin whleh eut orf one en‘.’.“,of the. men
ehe wae clesnln . ,-Nq: s&un@l mma from that quart;ﬁr. Tha ba‘hy

' Zbehind the naltevhii‘t par’&itian 313 not rovee Lo ery 9hd

. bta mbthar ther'e tprﬁﬁﬂ on har um et’cla pzﬂlet onl-"-otnee, P05

&0 eaftﬂ.y that 1t acarcsly rustled,

Tha CODDSI‘-hBiI‘&ﬂ Slzi wes nama# jﬂﬂlth and Ehﬁ ﬂ!ag

£
girl enly 1n .‘gaarn 8he t:admuuxxxuﬁgnx wae 8 uha, anﬂ her wn

s!.x-waaks-eli son t.linkad placidly on eheﬂwkiri 1n the m&délﬁ af
t.he naw‘lv rwm ﬁtﬂﬂ: dir‘t floor. ﬂm gtame& aqain ma,
!‘daeasured azaln bg’ ailence, sounfnaaa‘ly oneneﬂ

-of the roome elnsle y’u njow to ':cba_x__ in .m@i’fb wa mtn_,

1

i
< "‘f': . ¢

A R A ;‘ g T ‘,_:".',?:_5 :
[ B P N -

1.&&.&; .-L...é.s.&atﬁk”—ib?m .A’J}H oAy n'-ﬁ.&&

)’.}1'-' e



, : _'sre w&a« anly a aing,le room , a}thou*x 1t. offared
-_g!ﬁk&mt the ﬂacent dlevat.ad section which at nirht kant

hmr-r aceupanbe & few umhcs highar than yhe heast# they l:rouf:ht *Lnr» ""-.

:\rm\ pafety from laOuards and w::lvee. : DO o
i P The naw =tanant.a bad no beakss xeezau ror o f‘ankhp
: ALt R Wht@h I'.

muﬂtﬁnar/uhm the —aaﬁtar as tetharin® now, J‘uiﬁh eaw, e

ﬂw tmzmed ta look again at the roldly rleinfv gun.

r

L-a-n—cao—




o acoldin%§;JG;'t mean muéi‘at a1l Judp;bﬁ'had told

3 / 1
herself. "She 1e rea}I& as kind as p%n s >

" But that Joseph “‘E&*ﬁgbeihﬁh&émgaaéfzﬁﬁemgtgy“a“ﬁrubb,’a~

I wanted to movg Mary to my own home, but § pald a senior Priest's

/

place, beseiged by petitionerag would too full of hustle and

bustle. So/I tracked down a Yittle bduse a quarter of a mile off,"

‘They had come to the stpble, and the thin bright rim

around/the horizon was spréadi and glowing and nightlngales were

spilliing song all around,|

-




CHAPTER TWO

At intervals, as the bright morning sun reached farther

B, Lo o |

into the, one—reem-house she was cleanlggjthe strapping, copper-

haired girl hewkesd glanced toward the curtain which
= YR

e

/l
cut off one e F%uﬁhi

Sosaepy Vo soung came from that quarter. The baby heh#nd the

makeshift partition did4 not rousge to cry and his mot
A
turned on her invisible pallet only once, so softly

rustled.

her there

that 1t scarcely

The copper haired girl was named Judlth and she was a girl
NS, | T \ A=y
only in years. She had been a wife Tor‘mnloigkun;tw?i-a months and

her own six-weeks-old son blinked placidly on a sheepskin in the

middle of the newly swept floor., She glanced agailn &
wider

again by silence, soundlessly opened-tidmmt the shut
more

room's single window to coax in eikrmewsk¥® vwarmth,

and, reassured

.ters of the




] — ’

Aram stronz, ®0lid, burly .young husband,

Judith in temple chapter....her swaddled son, hugsgingz him;
her beam; also

Judith's pleasures ¢éame from every day things. Making

a

a meal, Sweeping & floor., Having & huckand, Having & baby. Nursling

\

him. Swaddling him, Dizginz in the earrth, Things that had to do

with ordinary things. But her memory of that morning was a

©

peculiar traxsxrax plessure, About helpinz thet other young
mother and the trip from Bethlehem there had been a
Joy, Judith had not tried to ekolain gven te Aram,

Judith's own mood was to hurry. Stronz with
fluent mudeleg,and deen breadgt and filrm legs and thizhs,
gshe smiled over a shoulder’ at Aram,

Strode alonz beside Aram, hugezing her baby and
| "Aren't we lucky?"

Bt Smiled broadly, Thelr pla,ns for plenty of bables,
Heverant.

Munched companionabl &

ilgted *‘erod,

Nervoug in the etemplr.but scon zot over 1t,




CHAPTER TWO

L, ,._._:__, —

El sewhere in Judea, the bold climbine sun
and ¢ o | o
shéne on 2 small ¥kmaxxpkxskarzdxxaxxay humble hoves., It was
) 1t
vlastered tn-time and/had the unsual flat roof, topped by
nud and ;

layers of brush, reeds,and grags and clay,/sl rolled
flat, It b lended so inconsplcuously into the vegntryvside that

passers-by scarcely saw it and certainly for=zot it as coon as

they zot out of eight/ There were few passersbym for no road ran &ete

before it, only a byway.
et o)

Inside, 1t was humble too. A sgingls room, o xiwa xkavak gy

afxxowrsxayx wkkkxkxaxkawarsxaxxRerxonxkaa XXaQWar XEHE X althouzh 1ts

dirt floor provided the decent elevattion which at nisht kep

human occupantg a few inches higher than the beatks they

brousht in for safety from leopards and wblved,
Thie elevation wae now curtalned off, and at interval s,
a
ags the morning advanced,/%hs st rapping copper-halred girl

+ b oo
Lne

who was cleaning the roomm gzlanced toward/fhak curtain. No sound




[For a fact,-Mary had remalned serene through everything,
Elizab.th had saild, affectiom®m® softening her volce. But then she
had begun to scold again{ﬁipd her abrupt reversal of md®ld had made

Judith laugh and in laughter lose most of her feagﬁ-“But that

Joseph. He remained atubborn. I wanted to move Mary 1nto my own X W
home but he eald that a aenior priest's big place, with so many

petitioners, would be too full of hustle ané bustle., So I had to

track down another, It was pure luck that I found a\litfle place

AT
o LY .

legs than a quarter of a mile auay.rwr“
had
"Her scolding doesn't mpan a thing," Judith/told herself

as theWwalked amd the thing bright rim at the horizon had cpread

\
and crimsoned. "She is really as kind as can be."

Her liking for the wife of the senior priest had increased

wlth every step aund she had liked Joseph, too. Mary's husband had

p —'*\1.-\ __~
been valting at the stable, with the donkey om which his wife

| would ride to her new dwelling.- :
||| 3 { .. ‘,' §AxA
| "Such as it 1s," Elizabeth had said. Yy \ it

" she had gone-on, one

"I'11 call you when we needd you,
hand on the latch of the stable door. "He 1é a Magter carpenter,“
she had added to Judith, not seeming t6 miﬁd because he oﬁuld :
overhear, "“And he says a good one, but he is no master of the kind
of business we'll be doing inside." &

Jogeph had not been offended, nodding his willingnesas to
Elizabeth
wailt, and drooping an eyelld as d&mdkkl telked on. 4nd when Judith
finally had come through the stable door to report that all was
rcady he had had the donkey all ready to bear Mary to the home
of Elizabeth's finding. The widened linght above the horilzon was

st1ll crimson and nightingales were singing all around.

VR
4 :
F. [



Elizabeth had eald she had begun tor

W

ut Joseph, QEELEEEEIT%?E?ETKEIEO abruptly

that Juiith had laughed an@ had lost most of her fear. "But that
e Ea,)
Joseph: I wanted t

80013 apaln, tete—tdme

move Mary to my own home, but he saild a senior
priest's place, beseiged b% petitioners, would be too full of
hustle and bustfz. So I had to track down zzitxttgxpﬂutaxaxquaxtzx
!zxuxthuzptxazzxzx auother1hauaa. I us 1uck}rto find amx a little
one a quarter of a mile off." _/

"The scoldinge don't mean much at all," qudith had told
herself. "!he As really as kind as can/ be." !

fﬂeﬂ liking for the senlor yrieat 8 wife had increased with

every st#p, and sne had liked Joseph, Mary's huaba#d, a tall

sun-bla?kened carpente_Juﬁe-hné-bqeu*wa1t1ng for them at the stable, (o¢

-ho%é&ngrthﬁ“Igﬁﬂ‘rUpE-uf the donkey xzkzhkzxx on which his wife would

rideO I :
Thﬁ thin bright rl eround the horizon |ad begﬁn to |
nig

spread ana glow widely, a tingales were spi 1;ng/aong all

arounde ! y w
f I‘ j
/ “I%1 call you when we veed you," ElizAbetd had sald to

. "He may be a %7ater carpenter," ehe
had gdded to [dowesh, not-@qgins tn kéep her folce low, "but he is

no méater of this kind of buaineaa. 4]

L : l LTt Luw&-h-m»(&} ) '-‘—'0\-‘-5"'“""\
f Joseph had-aeﬁ;mtnﬂgﬁ?“ﬁaxhtdxxm

hi#buillingnees to,\wait
J‘tu‘ r’

'“n._!- —r

;&_( { N By ety

qu}zloally at Judlth while Ellzabeth sc;Zfad, and,

: had ‘gehtly prodded the donkey
1qto position to recelve Maﬁ;thﬂn she..should-enargestobe—borne to

tﬂe house ofnElizabeth's finding. L-f/-

\ ;

d an eyel\id Eus W(-\



0=0=0

The ,sun-had been below the dark horizon when she and her.
hed fae

husband wer®- awakened by the warm, 1lnsilstent voice of a woman--a i NE o

woman by th n;Ee of Ellzabeth, she had sa

oY
e woman,needed a helper. She

: ust mpve a cousin of hers
out of th§'inn. The cousin had given gon there two
nighte before.

At o

Rk 'O 0D e ei—in0n

| Wnile Pudith roused on Ber pallet andjrubbed sleep from her

: :
eyes theiwoman hgd mskebmdx looked down swd=wadkdmdsanxiously in the

1light of} the wal} lamp."
\

é "Do come,™ s ST UNRes. "Please, I'1l pay a penny."

And fhe l as an a rer thought, ghe had added thgt her cousin was
named lréy.

Joaring}

"My cousing azareth," Eluzabeth hagd 4 Judith, of

: dlstant § 1little towWn. She barely
coutse, }d1d not knok any Mary|from that fxExmams HHFRAUTT XA

knew of Nazareth, Just a Yo howiis Thin \ne '*-‘t-oh-c).#
Fey—lzowaes around § crossroads farther north than ang Judeayl bothered

to travel, She di- not give itla second thought now, what wiith the
surging dxcitemenf ¥® caused b the vwonderf offer of a pefnye. |

"She 1gf come to Bethldhem, with hdr husband. becagse of| the
tax, " E11Abeth Haa explatued.

Thyt take Judith and her¥Aram had had to pay it, to§. Ang
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O0~0=0~

o

O 5 The sun had been below the dark horizon, wheh she ahd
i BV TS g ST,
NS Ae) her husband fed=bssn awakened by the marm, insistent volce of

€ a woman. i L
| ! "I am Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias," the—women had xa
) - andhgd eadd tuk

aa.ta,\ he needed & helper.
While Judith, on her pallet, la@d rubbed sleep from her

eyes the woman had looked down anxiously in the light of the wall

lamp. . | ¢ q?-

he 1nnkeaper tolg me TR y\ Do come, WmsSmes" I'll

\ pay a penn)f , She must move a cousin of hers out of the inn's
% i / — oy noreet wiah OOy — -
stable, she had sald. The cousin had glven birth to a child there

two nighte before. The-eousin—was—uamesd Mary.




2 | B0 it e
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curtain from their stable under the inn, across hilly country to st
Lyag ! i 7

this small, 1imestone house whlch she IWe==tzem so vlg@roualy

cleaning. : !c‘.ﬁ5 ) Q : y
\,led needed cleanine;. It hag beenﬁvaoanhm—ha-g—‘bm

lacy cobwebtheatooned every nook and corner,of the gingle room."
But there were no cobwebs now. Jud;th looked around in
gatisfaction. Not one, She turned to look agéin at the bolxly

rising esun.

0=0-0

|

et

' : 8 e ity
It’wo n,j_éghtg B rers. W WJ-I.D-;Q-&‘L \ \‘N- r\.f \A‘m 't

N\LﬂG\{L

--""T e\innkoeper yag right," Eligticth-had—udteawit:
:l- g‘___:_.ta A5 NNl s & -0 4 o h. Pleaa .
g Aat. < \-‘-\ M a.,...J \/ua—-\ A—eﬁéh\u-s g_tlmq i T ‘“, ]‘ t ‘
come, I! 11 pay a peany." AR 5, :

by

The sun had been below the dark horizon ‘when she and|her

husband % awakKened by s=woman-te-votte., varm =W lnsist nt[.-\-'f‘t-@ \
_ T Wouat -Q )
> g ‘%he woman s Elizabethkshe had -sa-i.d-,—a-n-d—yhe needed
5 = ~X

help. She must move & cousin of hers #mem the inn's stable. The

cousin 4y 3 was named Mary #ty had glven birth o a son there

S@LS gw44L

M-&J‘"\
"Which Mary?" Sudith phd asked droweily. She knew a

¥ c"q' Lf—:‘-‘(_ (Tﬂ..._,_.. '.L——- b Pty - LZ-Q
dozen Marys around Jerusale But.,\rmt“ one near bearins. - B

'
fa,
"My cousin is of Nazar h," Elizabefth had saild. Juduth i

O LObR, ALD wBX  NrceS 4 44“__

-hod never heard-of agy Mary of Nazar he She had barely heard of

Nazareth, zd/st a réw houst-s around a cros groads farther nggrth oI _ﬁ') "[LM..{L
| \"\‘"L Lh 3 k‘{- ‘\}'_J—\.., s A LN
than any Jude bothered. o travel@- and nov Qf less-conseguence
“Uu{g HFtaku Lt Ry S Tt Caiined W
- the wonderful offer of a s pennye.

*'She is come to Bethlehem, with her husband \ because of

" tax," Elizabeth had explained.

That tax} Judith and her Aram had had to pay 1it, t--.“#nd

’ BN

\_\\
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bl e

cousin's husband-
t;ecaue ’”her RuEbapdtE had not 1

room in the 1an.

It wasn't 5

noti criéd even once. Elizabeth 7 e -gentp eaged and}
Sty Caneln uAde '
that Judith had lost her fear.

( "Her ecolding doesn't mean a thing," she had told herself,

i

| L with every step 4

3

d ghe

' senior prieat 8 W, é{ﬂ;}:reased
eband 2

d 11kec'il{ Mary' a

sun~blackened

’
arpentep, A Master ca_;:p‘enter, ElizakPeth had boasﬂg
J 3

againe. He/ad met théll leading ja,v'é/onkey on w7ﬁ his wife would

|
op e ride to e house Eﬁtsznhxhx: of Elizabeth's/fingd 1ng’L
|

o /" "Not mush of ona,“ El1zabeth had Asa id.

s T /
; o@f"l W i She h‘d tried +o make Joseph ch:ange over to her owun
) A‘ SA«o»ek' nle - Wi Q ¢ Q) Ay

hO'geN but J eph had declded that t e)(o:ne ,0f a senlor priest,
full of petitionerar—," would be too full of hustle and bustle. So
- /Ellzabeth had tracked down the ama}len-'place.

__M__,../f : "SusH aE-tt-te;" she. had g81d -when4t-came 1into sight
j | at-the end*—vﬂf—/*their Jgumey.' .

RS A o O
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widowhoog, I doubt I shall ever forget them,

Warmed by such an unanticlpated surge of liking, Judlth
had not minded the cold. She had not minded the long walk. Nor the

house cleaning although the house had been so long vacant that

spldere squatted in every nook and cranny. She had not minded even
ly Al
‘an extra delay now because Ellzabeth was gone to make sure

gservante in her own home, a quarter mile away, vere giving her six-

monthe~0ld son proper care. ) _ |

Everybody had bables, Judith thought merrily as she
stood at the window. Then merriment changed to surprise. A beggar :
glouched 1nto sight along the unfrequented by-way which passed the
house. A beggar outside a house so0 humble and lonely? He must |
believe he could get blood from a stone!

0-0-0

Judith was still marvelling at such unwarranted
optimism when her own baby, on his sheepskin, murmured hungrily.
Be whirled, stboped for her treasure .and, coming erect, uncovered{wx

—> a blooming breast and filled hls rosebud mouth before any louder

gsound -.could disturb the two behind the curtain. Mother and child
there élept on.

And a good thing, after the time they had had.: Judith

thought back to the stable and sald, "Imagine:" as her son nuzzled
for a good po}dugpd_thepmsquedlu;th_q_ﬁ;;l.fsilgiilplaces for a
baﬁg-ég.be born. It hadn't been even a real stable. Just that
limestone cave under the inn, full of cows, horses, goats amd even
a couple of cqmels. And afterward, according to the story .

Elizabeth had indignantly told inm her warm, winnling volce as the
. : 5 ;

- | o T
el \ &




long mile unwound, endless fuss and confusion., People coming. People
going. People ahing. People ohing. But the mother and child serene
in splte of so much. The boy, believe it or not, had not crled once.

Judith had not thought of doubting even thls extravagent
détail of Elizabeth' afatory. Of course Mary and-her gon would be
undisturbed. They had been no bother at all during the Jjourney, and
“ both hagd dropped 1netant1y into soft sleep on feaching the house,
such as 1t uas,‘that Elizabeth had hunted dqnn when Joseph, to her
exasperation, had decided that the bigger;ﬁbme of a senlor priest,
beseiged by petitioners, would be tooj;ﬁll of hustle and bustle.

The house which Elizabeth,ﬁhd found was nothing to brag
about, Standing alone, without exﬁh one near neighboring house, 1t
d1d have a well. But ite dlrt'Pioor did not even offer the decently
: elevated section whigp in aIﬁost any house, kept human occupanta
at night a few 1nches.higp9r than the beastes they brought in for
safety from leopards, u;{yes and vwhatever. The donkey, Mary's mount

\,

all the vway from thaEfGalilean village Judith forgot so easily, had

stood that morningdés high as" hie mistress until taken out to
forage. ﬁf B 4

The ngﬂae had the usual ibg flat roof of cheap sycamore
beams toppeqﬁgy layers of brush, reeé&, mud grasse and clay, and 1t
blended sinnconspicuously into the surrounding hills that passersby

scarcelyfsaw it, and certainly forgot 1t as soon as they got out of
alghtﬁfThere were few passersby. No real‘foad ran near, only the
by-way on which Judith had noticed the beggar.

A gentle knock fell on the door.

Judith settled. her son, now overflowlng with hie milky



sling. The sling swung alongside. But in spite of all this he
seemed only kind, perhaps because he carried under one arm a set
of plpes wilth theif promise of gentle music.

e théught~there might be something we could do," he

gald. A brown hand circled tb indicate how uncertain "they" were

of what might be needed, but how willing;ﬁo matter uhat.
e o think I've heard of you!" Judith whispered excitedly,
then glancedéiouard the-curtain in a eignal for him to keep his
h,wmw«t__nfvotcehieé. "You are one of the four who came to the stable
that first night. But where are the others?"

“"Well, of course, somebody has to stay with the flocks."

"From what Elizabeth told me, you must be Esrom."
"I am, and the others are Obed, Zorobabel and Beor."

_M"Elizabeth sald Beor hag a yellow beard like a half-moon."



Hﬁ eome!g!ng I Just happened to run into," Joseph >
3 % A

gald and Judith was relleved. Hle tone d1d not indicate that he had
sensed any envy at all. "If Mary asks, say I am only a little way
off, a mile or eo, toward Jerusalem, repalring a room in the new
villa of Vedius Rusco Philippicus." _ :
"Of the Roag Commiasioner?" Judith g&aaed, —not-envious
but certainly impresaed. - i i £

X R B (oot - S
— "xﬁt —-Negius-~Ruseco-wase the one Roman of rank in Judea whom most

!.\‘_’\,r'f."

Jewe admired, sometimes to the point of adoration. The great
ex-Primus Pilus of the Tenth Leglon, where he had been replaced by
one Helius Naepor whom no Jew admired, he was now, by direct choice
of the Emperor, in charge of highway buildlné-all around Palestine.
Judith had measured out his name slowly, as was fitting
when one spoke of a man so favored by Caesar Augustus himself, but
good manners kept hér from asking hovw in the world two Galilean

peagants had galned the help of so lofty an Imperial official.
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view along the unfrequented by-uay

A beggar outside @ hoyfe so humble and | lonely? He must

belleve he could get blood f a gtone.

el |

L h A~ \:ﬁ‘d\& bJ .\»g & ,'( -_‘\_&
-Her'baby, on h¥s sheepskin, murmured hungrily. Jadith

0-0-0

whirled, stooped for h¢r treasure and coming erect uncovered a W7

1lled hls rosebud mouth before any louder &M@Q““""

~gemd could disturlyf the tvwo behind the curtain. Mother and child

blooming breast and

there glept on.
And a /good thing,too, after the time they had hade: Judith
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"Poor Mary," Judith had said, "Sme couldnié—ha#éggsgad a single .

restful moment."

But Mary,L_lizabath had “;\znlszlli‘from the start
R:x remained serene through 1t all The bhy, believe it or not, had not
apied even cnce, SO~ +hiM A NI E o Aol o ﬁfk

% C;uahA1 q tan)) ot (

. Her scoldingi gon't mean a [thing, Judith had ba&&—harsetf,

and had glven over being afraid. "Shé doesn't mean a word of them, She

18 really as kind as can be." [ \
Her liking‘ior theFenior riest's wife,increased with
I 2
every step, and she&}lked Mary's hudsband, a tall, sun-blackened

\ [(sa—traka PR WO R
man, a mapter carpenter, Elizabeth pad.beaaﬁed,}whe-met them leading

the donkey which would carry hie wife to a house E'lzabeth had
found. _

"Not much of ¢ onme," Elizabeth had sald. She had tried to
make Jeoseph chﬁggh:gb her eun»ho e, But he had sald that the house
of a senior priest, beselged b?/petitionera, would be too full of
hustle and bustle. S0 Elizabqﬁh had run down the emaller place.

"Such as it 1s," phe had sald when it came in sight af the
end of their Journey.

It was certainly humble.hg; had the usual flat roof, topped
by layers of brush, ree¢ds, mud, grass and clay all rolléd flat, and
it blended so0 1nconspyhuouely into the countryeside that passersby
gcarcely saw 1it, and certainly forgot it as soon as they got out of
glght. There were few‘passeraby. H;M;;éd ran before 1t, only a by-way

A
Judith look%d down the by-way nowttn_aan_if Elizabeth wes"
1Rsdghts She had gonéb a 1little while before, to make sure that the
\
gervants 1n her own home, a short quarter of a mlle away, were glving

her own six-months o0ld som prpoer care.

“Babiea, bables! Wmﬁt merrily. Everyone was
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| R
Dawn had besn & 1ons way off whan &edddde and her

hoaree
husband had teen wakened by s lantarn and the warrm Huskyxxek
voice of the woman named Ellzsbeth, Haa?ha&vsamm&a&rveryxaﬂkm:mtna&x'
3 ysoundinz very determined,

fhe pneeied 5 helmer, che exnlalinedf and the inn
keaper had susgested Juitih who worled for him ecmatimae. FEl 12abeth
wiehed to move s ‘courin of hars frxamy¥lx out of the inn'e
stable. The cousin = she wae named dary - had =iverm birth to
a son thersa twu nichte %\,‘“h-}:;’q‘mﬂ '

"Which “ary?" Judith had ssked elesnily. Ehe knew

a pdozen darye arcund xr!mmrkm:;\aethlehe-- tut ehe hsdn't known

that any of them was near bearing.

o ik E/xFLCLAJJJaJ
0 cousin > ‘
came from tovry-in Galilee ., She and her husgband were smons

the mamyxxkranxayex hords of stfangers who had coms to?aathleham

to pay the nev tax,

n e

gad 8lready bounced ?izf ted and %rea \w
@

wae glad to we., Aram, her

Fx¥x Judith
braidinzg her heavy brizht hxlr,
young hustand, was only a far\ hgnd, and they coull ups exkrax

mamaxx the money she would be ppd. “eecidse, work was 8 pleasure

: to Judit h, It wae part of }ifine n:ioa-‘m 1ovsd 211 livine - sekins

had
\ 4 r_% HI']_]_ hava t‘e take -ny hahy'! 9’.’]5/5‘91'}' ; ‘
G Moe eour e e :

bakty. Eul he eal 4

¥ aa!"™ Judlth slorted in it.

Blizs
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beautifpl
; That tax, and the stranze/kawxakyx Licht that had
all home
epread/over the sky the other nizht hed made Judith'e Yeualiyxx

paxegRuk town umaxewskomadkyxx seem quite unlike 1ite usual‘.ﬁ

peaceful humdrem gell for a day or so,
ot 1 3
I'11 go,” Judith had already bounced from bed—enrd- qud

was braldling her heavy bright hafr. She was glad to o, Aram,

her young husband, wag only a farm hand, and they could use the

—

money she would  earn. faslﬂbs, work was a plessure to <udith, It
waenm part of 1living and eshe loved all 1living - sweeplnz a floor,
making a meal, digsinz 1n the earth, havinz a husband, having a
baby, nursins hiEszaddlingg/Ufu—a }

"1'11 have to take m1 taby," she said importantly.

"Oh, of coursa., The inn keepsr told ms you kad a
taby, Hu£ he sald you were very stpong."

“"Yeg, I was up and about almost before the midwfie's

back was turned,"

Judith anewered with a lauzh,
Ellzateth had & young son, too, che eaid, She
wag a8 much older mother than Judith, s tall spare woman ,
or
She seemed old to have a taby, Judith thousght, Her fece was
worh, ExtxkmrxEskkxmgsraxkadyxwxgx excent for tha zay friendly | 3{
‘8yes. EBEut her tall, spare tody was etrong and graceful, I
She wae the wife, she told Judlth, of Zacharlads,
5 a8 senior priest of the templs .at Jerusalem.
Judith was xfrxki in aws of Elizabeth at fipst, Her
manner was very determined, and she alwaye seemed to be scoldine
gomeona or something. She scolded now akeuk because her couein's
hushand had not ﬂqun&xaxraamx been able to find a room in bethlahsm. e 3

- !
A stavle! @f 811 placee ror a child to be born, It hadn't even baan
a real stable. Just a limestons cave under tha lnn,{hkééf 28




. mﬁ“ﬁlrt floorwwhich 1n mest houaﬂa kept humsn oeenpantawff

".{,n-"
-thhar thsn thatr beaste at night Tha dnnkay,.
T?_naw_auﬁaiﬁu, waula_have to.

?ﬁ ﬂﬁu&d pat be 1ert ta the mercy of 1eopaxas or welves, m ugt
A,  vacant | g
i !’1’”9 1:35!&9 It had been umwsak so long mtxmam that spidars hﬁa‘-" h
J-é@b&t“‘ﬁ in 9”3@3 nook 8nd cranny until Bysbth began her work. . 1

It wae vary amall. It had not.ﬂthm even the deeem‘. ela?ﬂ :
.,r(,' 'ge&tidn af dirt floor which in moet housees kept human o ccupanta

B ,,'?rmﬁh :n;.ght; a fa,w 1nchas hlghsr than tha%thay trouzht indaers
f~F wtl -

]




'I‘hia waa on the upper level of t‘na s!ngle m@m_
bard«pauked' ﬂav....the decent elevated kn sactwn B d;rﬁ
rlaor um.eh kcgkthnxa«mznxx in n}oat hougss kept human
acreupanta a ﬁaw inchee hmhar than thelr beaste at. night.

or

'

kap‘i'. human acaupanta at night a few inches highsr than the

heasts t.hay bmught indoors at night fxam f'aor eafety from lecparé%l

and w.__ql_vas, . : M




CHAPTER THO.

At intervals , as the mopning advanced, the strapping,

copper-halred glirl glanced towardfthe curtain which cut off a corner
of the room she was cleanlgg from top to bottom. No sound came from

that quarter. The baby bdhinad e nmakeshift ﬁartltion_did not rouse

to ery and his mother there tyrned on her invisible péllet only
once, 20 softly that it scargely rustled.

The copper-halredfgirl was named Judith ané she was a girl
only in years. She had begh married for more than a year and her own
month-0lg son blinked plgcldly on a sheepskin in the middle of the

newly swept dirt floor. She glanced agaln and, recassured again by

L,\_J--é)ir'v
sileuf/Jaoundleasly opgned mere-widely thf shutters of the room's

gingle window to coaxfin mll poseible warmth, )
All Aot and on the

Qutdoore, fhe sun now was pouring warmth é--n-nnun—u
surrounding brovwn hflls sms the night froet had all melted except in
a few cold pockets
"It's tgo bad," Judith told the sun, f;célling the chilly
walk of a few hours earlier, "that you couldn'f-have been up to
warm us when we prought them here."

Her v@ice vwas a little breathless. That was understandable.

_She had been on the go since before sun-up, helping thek two behind

the curtain frem their stable under the inn, across hilly country to

thie mekxmx smgll, lim.etone house which she had been g0 vigorously

’

cleaning.

P €
A
cobue?fkeatoon-ﬂ every nook and EOXBARFXX cofrner of the eingle, xixkxfimmx
‘t’h-'v‘. A Ay
room, But fe-ived

i

ad heedec cleaning.: It had been vacant so’long that L’:LC'&(-{.,

cobwebe mnow. Judith looked around with satisfaction.



-._.io)\ i

horses, 2oats, even a couple of camele, And afterwards whob—Swee

gnd-Torfirsten! Peo"ha coming? Paople, zoinz, Psople Gh-inz and

o
Wag your cousin ups e“?-k;\_m,wm\ '-\-"n_g:L.- ,Ll@aamh ,;;‘;L,.‘?

"Ch, no. She was cerena. ss

She«hadecold8d next becauss her cousin'e -'513’9.‘:91‘1:1‘,“
a.carpenter-nemed Joeeph, would nobt brinz hte famity to. har own
gpacloue-heouee~He-had-absolutely-refured; seheeatd Hehad

thoueht—the hotme of " sentor high oriect wag too full-of-hustle.and
i

Bu-ablo-For.a-mother-and-new taty '—‘EAA_C‘.-S Gy A ey L A ") E e \.

T =

X&. althouzh Elizabaeth thue scolded, Judith kkkadxargx
pped feelil afrald.
7 "She doesn't mean a word of 1t ™ 0iirthethomeirte
‘{I_/L‘ﬁ L ..'4‘] :

" : ) v e = & i .
She Wery king D\ R W -

.
8T 0

@

= She 11iked the 4@k pricet's wifae, and she 1lked
kxraxhurkand xxagapxx msry 8 hueband, a tall sun-blackened
e e hfu"t ¢ vndeich 8

carpenter who had waited MMO with s
ionKhy raxdxkax ready to carry his wi"e to 2 house Elizabeth had
Found | Reupedeid g

"Not much of a house!" Ellzabeth scolded, but—dudttir
M ETetotST TP OW. She had wished the family to come to her own

piv?ﬂlw

gpaclous kauxa home, But Joseeph had /rafused, Bhaxhonzaxa®iwkix

garkx The houge of 4 senior high prisst, he had gaid, wae too

full of huetle and bustle for a mother and new baby. So Ellzabeth

o

;,x.

had found- thie smaller place.

(M1

o ¢ 5;\ hasg it YLa. he had zrumbled when it came 1n
ol "'\‘-9— ) oy TNEL {EL'.—‘- A ﬂ" :',.
glzht sb~daad “I wae certalnly '“uﬁ‘nbl@ ¥hxdyd xnat xrxwEraRER X ¥XT X

v

dexurkxaksxakaix It had the ususl flet roof, topped by layers of

brush, reeds, mud, grase and clay,;8nd 1t blendsd =0 lncohsplicuously

-l

3
o\
o
S

P




2 B Sl

/ even the decent elevated section of dirt floor which in mbst
nougesg kept human occupdnte a few inches higher then thelr
bests at night,.
humble. It had the usual f1at roof, topped by layers of
brush, reeds, mud, grass and clay, and it blended 80 1hconsnicuouely
into the surrounding hille that they sxfxx paesarsby
into the countfyside that pagserby écacely saw it, and certainly forzot
1t as soon as they got out of sight, And thers wers few passersby,

for no road ran before it, only the byway

.
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