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3840 Pleasant Ave. South,
Minneapolis,Minnesota,
Feb.24,1-33.
Lovelace: -
Yours recelved and was very glad %o hear from you.
Enclosed are the copiles of the letters I promised to send and
am sure you wlll find them very lnteresting.
3
Tt seems to me that 1f a person could gather more
information of Litle Wiley and hils family it would make rather

good material for a book. I would someday like to make an ati-

empt .

-

Will you kindly let me know when you are to be in

Minneapolis again. Also you need not return the coples.Hoping
to hear from you soon agaln,
I remain,

Yours very truly,
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Michilimackinac 4th Aug. 1315

Near Mother:-

When I last wrote you it was on the eve of my departure from
Detroit for this place; our passage waslong and tedlous;
the vessel in which I sailed was headed for Drummond's Igland, the
farthest North West British out port.We arrived in sisght of the
fort on the 5th of July butwas driven off by a wind from the :
land into the lake where we beat off and on until 3 P.M.when 1t be-
came a gale and we were obliged to put a boat before the wind run
for the nearest harbor which was elghty miles, this we reached at
one o'clock in the morning:;it being dark the pilot ran us aground
on a reef of small rocks at the entrance of the¢ harbor,which was
where we lay three days and was obliged to carry all our cargo on
ghore before we could get the ship off,after clearing the vessel
from the rocks we took in the cargo,set sall and arrived in the bay
of Drummond's Island on the 10th.This is a new settled place occup-
ied only by a few troops.The next day I procured from the Indian
agent a birch canoe and seven Indians to take me %o this place(40
miles across the head of Lake Huron).We started at 6o'clock in the
evening and paddled all night;at sunrise the next morning we arriv-
ed here,The Island of Macklinac 1s eight. miles in circumference and
at the widest part about 2 % mlles in breadth It lles very high abe
ove the lake,the ground on which Fort Homer is bullt 1ls seven hune
dred feet above the water and from the round house you can see the
three sreat Western lakes, (Huron,Michigan and Superior)the climate
is remarkably healthy,the inhabitants chieflyCanadians and Indlans.
My time has been chiefly employed in the studying of French and In-
dian languagewhich I begin to understand and speak so as to make
myself understood in either.I expect to leave this in two or three
weeks for the head of the Lake Superior where I shall winter among
the Tndlans, and where I shall not see a white person until I ret-
urn to the source of St.Mary's which will be in July next.I take
two boatloads of Ipgdian goods for the purpose of trading with the
natives for furs.Il have got an Indlan, an English and a PFrench in-
terpreter with fourteen men.The ground where I contemplate towin-
ter 18 1500 miles North West of this place.Should I be fortunate
enough to have my 1ife and health spared me I have no doubt of mak-
ing something handsome for myself,but the privations aregreat, the
principle part of our food will be fish and wild rice but this I
can cheerfully endure can I but ohce again see my native home and
enjoy the soclety of those who are most dear 1o me,I enjoy perfect
health and pray God continue it during the hardshipsthat T must un~
derso.The prospects of agaln returning to where I shall meet the
embraces and smiles of unaffected friendshlp and love buoys up my
spirits and is a sufficient stimulant to carry me through_every
difficulty.Give my best respects to all my friends from the oldest
to the youngest,tell them that thoung I am far distant from them my
thoughts are with them.In my nightly dreans T am with you and enjoy
inz the sweet converse of parental love a~nd pure friendship.I can
no more.y friend Naniel.L.Van Antwerp, tell him that I frequeqtly
enjoy his soclety in my nightly slumbers and hope ggain to enjoy ;t
personally.T shall write you before I start from this and could Wi-
sh to receive ananswerto this but that is impossible.I must there-
fore content myself with praying this may find you all well and
that hHealth and happiness may attend you until T again have the

leasure of seeing you all again,
¥ : Your affectionate son,

Litle Wlley.




6th of May, 1818,
Dear Susan:-

I have but a moment's time to inform you I am well.I have
writien David Hearsey who will let you know my situation,Should
God 1n his providence have suffered my mother still to exist,I
enjolin 1t on you to protect and nourish her. Xeep Margaret Jane at
school, let her education be good, she is mine and shall enjoy wh-
atever T may possess., Time will not permit me to write you any par-
ticulars from here. When T arrive at Mackinaw I shall commmnicate
to you my views and prospects,till that time rest satisfied, I
wrote you from the falls of St. Anthony last winter, I described
to you my then situation.My returns from furs will be good and
I shall meet a fresh importation of goods at Mackinaw to be taken
into the Indian County the coming fall.

Preserve my script that I left you of the share I hold
In the library,pay any arrearages there may be and 1t shall be
refunded to you.
Your affectionate brother,

Litle Wiley.
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Albany,November29th, 1804

Dear Sir:-

Yours of the 29th Inst. reached me this morning.Mynot
writing to you must nelther be taking for neglect or bad memory as
I have written once to you and delivered my letter to your favorite
stage driver Lovett, T regret that the neglect of Lovett has given
cause in your mind to harbor so hard a thoughtof your correspondent
and friend.

My mother indeed has been very ill,but at present she 1s some
what easler,The same cause that did not permit you to write must be
an excuse for me,

Remember my compliments to Dr. Anderson and Peter Sanders.
T remaln yours affectionately,

J.S.Rennselaer,
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Michilimakinac,23rd Sept., 1815.

Dear Mother:-

T avail myself of another opportunity of writing you this
seagon,When I lasat wrote ? had no idea of addressing you this year
but Providence has so ordained it that * am again cast on this Is-
land,where 1 shall remain for the wénter and trade with Indians,

I started a few days agter in the company of Lord Selkirk
who was at this Tsland and was going to the same place I intended.
We went as far as the source of St.Mary's when we m@%t an express ¢
ecanoe informing Lord Selklrk that the North West Company had come
down to his settlementand massacred eighty of the inhabitants and
destroyed the fort,upon which he abhandoned his present object, took
three hundred troops and went up the other sideof Lake Superior
from which we intended,whereupon I returned %o Mackinac.A few days
aince we have an account that Lord Selkirk had arrived at thev pr-
incipal port of the North West Company, beselged and destroyed 1it,
taken all those prisoners that were not killed and 1s in possession
of all the Hudson Bay and North West Company's territory.

Tt is possible I may go %o GreenBay,Chicago,orSt.Louls on
the Mississippi this fall and winter at one of these ports,but thatl
is still uncertain,the next arrival will determine me.I wish you to
write me immediatelt on receipt of this and direct to this place Wwa
ere it may arrive by the lasit vesselfrom Detroit and should I have
left here,directions will Dbe 1eft atthe office to forwardyours to

me which will be a great pleasure to me 1o hear from all my friends
at home. I send this by MR.Payne of Albany for whom the vessel 1s
now awalting and I have no tdme to write %o any of my friends at
present being much engaged in busimess, the vessel only arrived
this mornin~ from Detroit.

You will inform them that same and wish then health and
happiness. Tell Susan to write me.I hope Margaret,Ann, and little
Wwill is well.T shall soon send them some Indian presents.My best
respects to all friends and relatives,

Your affectionate son,
Litle Wlley.




Laprerie du Chames 8th Sept.

Dear Slster:-

I avall myself of the present opportunity of again writing you
by a gentleman who goes dlrect to Philadelphia by which means Yy ou_
cannot help receilving this. The day I left Mackinawl wrote to moth-
er stating to her the route I intended to takeand the business I
was engaged in which letter I preaume you have recelved ere this,
should it unfortunately not have reached youl shall breifly state
Lo you what my object is at present.T am bound for the head waters
of the Mississippi about five hundred miles above the falls of St,
Anthony with a boat load of Indian goods for the purpose of trading
with the Souix and Chippiway tribes.I left Mackinaw of the 7th.Aug
and coasted around Lake Michigan to the head of GreenBay from that
ascended the river to 1ts source.We then crossed a portage of 23
miles to the Owiscongin river whlch we descended until we fe 11
In the Migslssippl and arrived at this place on the 4th of this mos
nth, the distance from Mackinaw is called three hundred leagues.

I shall remain here untll the 15th, having a thousand weight of
balls to make and corn to buy for my men,their whole substance in
the wintering ground is a doublehandful of corn and two ounces of
tallow which they bolil into a kind of soupand on that light diet
they are healthy and active and will work and sing fronm daylight
until dark.I have five boatmen and two interpreters who speak diff-
erent Indlan tongues and one speaks good English the others are al
Canadians who understand no English.At this place I provide myself
with my winter supply of provisions.I take a thousand weight of fl-
our, two barrels of pork with the other necessities for the use of
myself and the interpreters,

You have altogether forgotten me as I have recelved only one
letter from you since I left home but that is not the casewith me
I have written you dozens but this will be the last until next
summer when you will hear from me from this place.I wish you may
write me and be particular in givingme all that may be interesting.
You cannot imagine how anxious I feel to hear from you.Direct your
letters +to this place as I shall return here about the first of
July,

i capt.Owens of this place will write to his correspondents at
Ste. to forward any letters that may arrive at that place for
me it being the last post on the Mississippl.Gilve my bestrespects
to all my friends and acquaintances;in all probability it will be
two years before I see you again.

I remain
Your affectionate brother,
Litle Wiley.
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