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Bilogrsph Co .; ¥1lse of motion plcture theatres,

beginning in I905, creageﬁ degand for story plctures, Rooftops

and makeshiftx estapyf%nmente wexe akxndmpmed out@rown, American

Vi
Mutuoscope and BlgRraph abandoned W8 crude plant arop Hackett

af \
Carhart Buildigie and took over old brwnstone at II East I4th St,

In days of pgrly glory a mansion of magmNflcence. Now to be gate=
way to gaﬁe for Pickford, Griffith, Sennet the Gishes, Sweet

and mahy _anothery=Year-I906-(whren-i-entered WiFH "§¢0ool. )

7

Hunted out sctors for the roles of simple little
dramas, Févorlte hunting ground vicinlty of 3@th St and Broadway
where actors out of workj; or resting, as they called 1t, stood .
noping to be chosen by some manager. The motion plcture Wad no
respectabllity then, and actors were scornful, The casting director
on the hunt had to seek out the hungry ones and tactfully suggest
work in "the pilctures,”

Actors who met on the motion plcture stages of Edlson,
Vitagraph and Blograph always kept their film shame a secret, Florebce
Turner joined Vitagraph when she was them "shooting a plcture" near
Sheepshead Bay.

The theatres nickelodeons? check furtther,

fary Plckford walked up to old brownstone mansion in
I909. Photographers mddels, dress models, telepnone operators
among early recrults,

Blograph Day a drawing card announcement at little .
nlckelsnow plcture houses, The motion picture spent the years up

to I908 learning its letters, Now with Griffith 1t was studying







screen grammar and plctorial rhetoric,
Hit of the year I909 The Little leacher with Mary .
Pickford, Subtitles always bllled her as lMary although Blo=-
grap steadfastly refused to give an y screen credits at anytime
anywhere,

Griffiths Blograph famlly gathered at lunch about a

rough table in t he basement of the old mansion at II E., I4 £t to

eat sandwiche s rastled from an adjacent saloon lunch counter by

Eobb7 Harron, custodlian of properties, general utility person and

errand boy at large, & conslderable part of the art of the motion
plcture was evolved in the lunch table discusslion between the
actors, camera men and Griffith, the experimenting director,

Everything wae new and many thlngs had yet to be trled out. Aiﬁ
I'\X'*HL .
Gr fffiths experiments related,...lack Sennett untiring student

N
of picture tecanique, Carried camera if necessary in order to

be among those present when Griffita directed.

Not enough good seenarilos, Griffith appealed to
company . "Fifteen dollars for the vbest split reel comedy idea."
With papers and penclls, Blograph acrocts could be found in all
cornere of gstudio, Mack Bennett and a p-liceman always. Mary Plck-
ford most successful, nerhaps becaucse of her experlience 1n road
show melodrama,

Lawrence soon known as The Blograph Girl, Automatic an-
onymouse stardom, Marion Leonard set a ecord with $I00 a week from
Blograph.

Titling crude 1in extreme, Host amusing 1f needed, Sece
page 514, .

In gtory and topicals allke the one reel plcture had
by thies time become fairly well established, but there was abundance

of "split reels" which included a no of short stories and some-







And now for revivifig California in mv own mind:
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