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World Librarians, in Spain,

[
|
|
|
|

Hear Gratia Countryman

Special fo The Journal
Madrid, May 22.—Gratia
tryman, Minneapolis librarian, told

Coun-

librarians of the world today how

the United States spreads the g0s-
pel of books through its public
- 8chools.

The topic was one of interest to
men and women gathered from all
parts of the world in Spain where.
until recently, only 51 of 5,000
municipalities boasted public 1li-
braries. Since the republic took
over the government 100 new li-
braries have been started and cir-
culating libraries have come into
vogue,

But few of the countries repre-
sented by librarians, gathered un-
der the auspices of the .Interna-
tional Federation of Library Asso-
ciations, has made such headway
to unite its public libraries and its
school systems as has the United
States. That is why the commit-
tee stated that Gratia Countryman,
pioneer librarian, was asked to tell
the convention about this phase of
library work.

No longer is the American school

|library a box of books placed in |

jone corner of the schoolroom for
ithe haphazard use of pupils, Miss
Countryman told her audience,
Miss Countryman spoke of Amer-
lican rural schools without library

advantages and the schools which |
|she has reached in Hennepin coun- |

ty through her use of book trucks
and library stations. Her plea for
imore libraries and more trained

librarians took into consideration |

the need of these children as well
as of their contemporaries in the
'Junior and senior high schools of
|the larger towns and the cities.

| "In the new type of schools, the
’interests of the parents and com-
| munity life are more and more
considered,” Miss Countryman said.
“In it the child should live a nor-
‘mal happy life in touch with par-
lents and teachers and the common
interests in his social environment.
Out of it he should come a thought-
ful, self-disciplined, socially minded
individual capable of further self-
education. To produce this result

|
|
|
1

[
|
|

|is a joint enterprise of teacher and |

| librarian in which
brarian also shares.”

the public

li- |
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Santuario desde “Via Rosario”
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