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MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
GLENN M. LEWIS - LIBRARIAN
MINNEAPOLIS 3, MINN.

Avgust 6, 1953

Mr. and Mrs, G, Buffington
2502 East Superior
Duluth, Minnesota

Dear Mr, and Mrs, Buffington:
I received a very heartfelt letter from

Dr. Herbert Putnam and thought you would appreciate
receiving the enclosed copy.

Yours sincerely,

/%

Ylenn M, Lewis
Chief Librarian

GMLemli
Enclosure




Cape Porpoise, Maine
July 3, 1953

Dear Mr, lewis:

You are kind to write me as to Miss Countryman, and I am glad
to know that her last hours were so peaceful, A

V4 !

/£ X\

It was some years since I last saw her, buﬁ\bew qualities have
been unforgettable, I had the fortune to be in office yhen she came
to us from the University of Minnesota, and during +he mAny years o
our cooperation had every reason to admire, 4nd be‘gra%eful to herg I
rejoiced in the successive recognitions acﬂﬁrﬁedhggr, and~qﬁs proud of
her success in meeting them, As the head of the Libfaryg sh&\held the
universal respect and confidence of the_profession; and g alNof us -
as emblem of the simple, the clear-ggédpd “ipe stedfast, ths séaunc
and .the loyal - she will long enigp \

i o
Very E‘S.chf'é'iy ﬁwq
/fﬂﬁ fﬁgd ) Herbert,?%ziam

ﬁ"'

Glenn M, Lewis Esq.{ K\
Librarian \
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19 8ixth Street N.W.
Mason City, Iowa
Auvgust 7, 1953

Dear Cousin Constance Buffington,

Thank you for your fine letter of August 4th.
Naturally we were genuinely grieved to receive

such sad news as the passing away of Cousin Gratia

Countryman. We realized that she could not have
been in very good health, and that her eyesight
had been badly failing, when we failed to hear
from her in nearly two years. But I am glad to
know that she was able to hear the contents of my
letter through the kindness of your reading it to
her. I only wish we had known more about her
exact condition through the winter of 1952-1853.

I wish we could have attended Gratia's funeral
services at Westminster Chapel in Minneapolis.
However, I had had an operation in June, and was
confined to a hospital for a time, and have been
slowly recuperating ever since. Now I am fairly
well again, and hope to be in perfect condition
by the time school starts on August 24th.

It is certainly true that Counsin Gratia lived
8. good 1life, a full life of faithful service, a
1ife full of action and industry, and a truly
satisfying 1ife not only to herself but %o her
many friends and acquaintances everywhere, I
always counted her as a true friend, and always
enjoyed writing to her and hearing from her from
time to time, We surely shall miss her.

Sincerely,

L] ’r'i f‘. V - ‘.‘ "i : > L_'
-'\? I:J '-_h !I/ pe— i :1:_/'-'?.-' - :‘ -
ralle. QL Sleong
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1535 NORTH EUCLID AVENUE

DAYTON 6, OHIO
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RUSSELL L. COUNTRYMAN
779 MANDANA BOULEVARD

OAKLAND 10, CALIFORNIA
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MRS. FRANK MALOY ANDERSON
1862 MINTWOOD PLACE N. W.
WASHINGTON 9, D. C.
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MI’S. HBI’II'Y Or]a'nclo Lee
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE OFFICES: %0 EAST HURON STREET, CHICAGO 11

August 18, 1953

Dear Mrs. Buffington:

On behalf of the officers and staff of the American
Library Association mey I extend to you our sympathy on the death
of your aunt Miss Gratia Countryman.

As a former president of this Association and a
recognized leader in her profession, she made notable contributions
to the library world which will long be held in grateful remembrance.

Sincerely yours,

“j /a C ffz.. < ‘t-z' \’{ u v 1 .? '8 e

(Mrs.) Grace T. Stevenson
Associate Executive Secretary

Mrs. Gilbert Buffington
2502 E. Superior Street
Duluth, Minnesota
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Dear Constance:?

There must be something in telepathy because
I've been intending to write to you ever sence I read
about Miss Countryman in the paper,

She was the most remarkable person I've ever
known, 1 remember so many things about her, her vision,
her warmth, her practical intelligence, her wide in-
terests, her gallant bearing, her pretty hair, her fun—

When I was lMiss Bartleson's assistant in
the Children's room, Miss Countryman, with her social
consciousness ymade library work more than a matter of
stamping books,

later, in '22, I think,I did a house organ,
The Community Bookshelf, for her to acquaint the pub-
lic with the many services of the library and stressing
self-education, In this projeet, I worked directly
with her, which was & great privelege.

It must have been a great comfort to her
for you to care for her these years, with such loving
devotion, Even though her passing came as a release,
I'm sure that you miss her,

At our age, we winter vacation instead of
going up North, so I never did get a chance to stop
over in Duluth, 1I'd enjoy seeing you again. Well-
ington, too,

I'm writing G2ann Lewis, next Thank
for your lovely letter, Constance: g

Affectionately,
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%ere comes a time i(or‘ all of us

LJUIOQV] we must SOLI clood—k)%e
But faith and laoPe and love and trust

Can never  never clie;
A|thouq|ntlﬂe curtain falls at last
Us that a cause to cir*ieue fe
The future’s fairer tlnan the past
9t OVI'b' we believe
And trust in q()(J’s eternal care--
So when the Master calls

Yet’s say that li]fe s b paare fair

Altlnouqln tlne curtain Fa”s.
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i ]here 1s so little we can say . . . So little

we can do . . . When God has called a loved
one home . . . Who means so much to you
. . . When smiling eyes are closed in sleep
. . . According to God’s will . . . And that
dear voice you loved to hear . . . Has
suddenly grown still . . . But there are
those who think of you . . . And those
who always care . . . And who would
help your heart to lift . . . The burden you
must bear . . . And so this gentle message
1S . . . Sincerely meant to be . . . A prayerful
thought of fond regard . . . And heartfelt
sympathy.

From the writings of James J. Metcalfe,

Author of Poem Portraits.







Mrs. R W Northup
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