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THE SGHOOL LIBRARIES OF THE UNITED STATES
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The growth of schéolf&ibraries as we know them in the United States is
a recent movement. The {dea is not new. There have always been progressive
educators through the past who clearly sew that the schocl was the natural
place to introduce children, step by step, into the marvellous world of books
and to teach them the most valuable habit they can acquire, the habit of reading.

But the schools have had traditions that were hard to overcome. They
have had a hard and fast curriculum. Teachers were bound to a text-book and
must see that each child learned a given amount each day. Children were
turned out of the same mold regardless of individual capacities. There was
no time nor place in the school plan for reading.

Now we are asking more searching guestions of our educational system.
What is the process we call education? We answer that it is the process of
fitting each child to live the fullest, finest life of which he is capable,
the process /of relating him to his social duties and his human obligations.

To-day, our educatiocnal lzzfgrs are visioning this supremely important
task. Educational ideals are ehégggéém;;d educational methods are passing

through revolutionary changes the wog}g;gver.! The tyranny of the textbook
¢/ (0 o LA
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is broken, and an entirely new methd@g:equireé the use of many books.
Reading becomes a fundamental process, encouraged in all pupils: and the
school library is becoming a necessity in every grade of the school system.
Librarians have for many years emphasized the essentied fact that children
‘should be brought intoc contact with books, either in a public library or
school or at home, and the earlier and more constantly the better. Fhey
are naturally loeking-upon this changeineducationzlmethods with the
utmost satisfaction. The ﬁost natural place for constant exposure to
books is in the school building where the childreh mist go daily and where

they are under the direction of teachers who should appreciate the value

and necessity of teaching the love of reading. No movement has been

heralded with more acclaim by librarians and forward looking teachers than
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the program of extensive reading which has been introduced throughout the schools
anérwhichrmakeswamschnolwiibfary~a*gruwing“necesttty”inrthehedunat15n31“programs«
Chiefly dﬁe to the requirements of the new methods and the new ideals,
. a decided school-library movement in the United States is spreading from

It is

a growth chiefly of the last twenty-five or thirty years, with a morked

growth ig{fhe ﬁést decade, as school men have rapidly realized its significance.

Already there is“a*ﬁealth of printed matter describing the value, the

.
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methods and administration of the school library. The American Library

Assoclation has issued five School Library Yearbooks. The Elementary School

Principals devoted their Yearbook of 1934 entirely to the Elementary School
Library. There have been surveys and researches into children's reading
and many fine graded lists of books., There has been the greatest va:}ety
of professional articles §ppearing in the educational journals. The whole
subject is awakening the greatest interest, and the idea is gsifting down
through high schools, through elementary grades to the very beginners,

Mty
Let us quote here the opinion of theee representative school men:

Mr. Joy Elmer Morgan, Egitor of The Journal of the National Education Asso-

ciation,says:
"School library service means for the child a new world of
spiritual and intellectual adventure, It means for the
teacher untold increase in resources and power. It means
for the school a new atmosphere of learning.®
Mr. John Carr Duff of the New York University School of Education declares:
"The library must become the living-room, the hearthside, of the
school. If a school has a soulﬁ, it will abide in the library.®
From a State Commissioner of -Education:

“A school, if it is to guide those who enter its doors must be built

about the library. It is the one minimum essential for learning, It
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is necessary therefore, as we plan for educational development,
to give much greater attention than heretofore to the growth and
effectiveness of the school library,.”

\ One could repeat many such enthusiastic expressions from school men

who have experienced the usefulness and great advantage of the school library

and who have recognized it as a.n indispensable workshop of teacher and pupil

(( L -.'- A'(T L .‘f’ o

The ideal school library is a room definitelv set apart for library
M&j/'.'/‘ L e Nle s

purposes, M‘oooks , may be ioaned to classroomé for special periods the

and catalogued and shelved. .

erme.nentl vy, VA5 2 Yo o kvt
books are claesified and/ in-a-room- se rses, Schools [

which are emerging from the old into the new methods are demand(ing that the
library be a department of the school. In many of the fine new:i-lz;.ghf échool
buildings, which ere marvels in their completeness, the library is being as
definitely planned as the auditorium or the gymmnasium or the manual training
shop. The same is true of the new Junior High School buildings which have
become so popular in recent years and frequently, though not so generally,
of the new elementary schools.

In meny towns and cities the o0ld school buildings are finding room
for the library somewhere, even if it has to be placed for the time being

in a relatively und.esirable location. Where- possible *
\'9“-*‘ (L. Ao / bt Z é//}?’ ff“f/ch

i ehere—possﬁh MM SARLERLYY Toceted Binew with

abundant light, large enough for rcading tables and the necessary equip-

ment of card cetalomes, vertical files, magazine racks, etc., If it is
A» s e éf(i Coee

to be used for the community as well as the schoo]&,, the library room is

oftEn conveniently placed on the ground floor with an outside entrance,

80 that the library may be used after school hou.rsﬁof during vacations

without disturbance to the rest of the school building,

.,r! - -
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The school library has two chief functione'

1, Service to the instructional program of the school: to enrich

the curriculum with supplementary material and to increase the

social value of every subjeet in the modern school program,
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2. To provide recreational and cultural reading, and such guidance
as will promote reading tastes and stimulate the reading habit.
These two functions might be elaborated upon almost indefinitely.
They cover all the uses of books to inform, to interest, to build character,
to develop thought, to give pleasure, and to inspire. They are carried out
through the best methods and téchnique, the highest ideals and the finest

spirit which characterize the library profession wherever it may be functioning.

<

bt The success with which they are carried out depends upon the training
WA

and education of the librarian, the wise selection of books, and the close

co-operation of teachers and librarians.,

] b o r._-"‘- ; ?
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Speaking first of the librarian: In the library world, we are accus-

5 e

tomed to saying t@gt the trained competent librarian is the most important
part of a useful working library. It is especially true of the school
librarian who comes into close daily contact with students and teachers,
Téaching has a technigue; men and women take normal courses, psychological
courses and special training which prepareg them to teach in a professional
way. Library work also has a technique. Its professional schools teach
methods that are Jjust as necessary for the right conduct of a library as
normal courses are for methods of teaching.

In the marked progress of school libraries in the past few years, one
of the handicaps to their best development has been the failu;g)to re;i;zelh
that a library should be administered by a trained, competent nersont e

-whole—effort—and-thought are given solely to that denartment;
school library service throughout the country comes to be all that it
should and may be, it will be when the librarian is chosen because of her
library training, her interest in young people, her background of reading,
and her personal gualities. - < e

Pt
But although the need of trained librarianship wes not immediately
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reading, of trained instruction in the use of books, which make

the library the wide
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recognized, and school men bma-r—i—h?’ thought that a library was ﬁé_ >

collection of books and could be administered by a clerk, there is no; a

growing appreciation of the well administered library, Many competent

school librarians have demonstrated just how valuable the school library
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One principal frankly states that the librarian needs to be the best

trained scholar in the school. She must know the needs of the curriculum,
She must know the books pertaining not only to one subject but to all the
subjects taught in the school. She must keep herself informed and help
the teachers to be informed of new issues of books. She must keep them
catalogued and classified, ready for use, and available for every activity,
curricular or extra-curricular. She must get material ready in advance
for classroom or teachers' use, She gives instruction on the use of the
library and helps the students to find their way among books. As a
matter of fact,if she be a real librarian, doihg her Jjob well, she is a
teacher of the highest order, serving both teachers and pupils, cheer-
fully and intelligently,

I have spoken thus at length azbout the importance of the school
librarian because I believe that we are entering upon a comparatively new
field of library work. No function of the social structure is being
studied more analytically and is undergoing more criticism than the
methods of education. Change$ upon changes$ may be looked for. The library
with its essential book resources will be more and more indispensable.

The modern school library is entering upon an interesting experiment, changing
with the educational changes, a laboratory of fruitful studies in child
life. Librarians of training and education and character will find an
opportunity for distinguished service. It is, I believe, a great and
growing field for trained librarians.

Co-operation.

To return to the present discussion, one of the necessary elements of
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success in the school library is the hearty co-operation of librarian and

teachers. Too meny of the older teachers find it difficult to change their

wayss they do not themsjelves know how to use a library and do not encourage <. su
Il ,‘i t é’ : ( r/ Pt [ a2 A .@{} AAR A ANt 7 fes
their pupils to use it There 1s fm' frictiun between librarian and

:‘ﬂ‘

‘teacher who may feel that this new depart’ment is an interloper. Yet if
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mast win the indifferent teacher in one way or another,

the library is to serve, the librarian by resourcefulness and tactfulness

It would be a great advantage if each school librarian could have had
teaching experience or certain pedagogical courses. It may sometime be
required of school librarians. But likewise, it is very valuable, almost
imperative, that the teacher should have had some library training. Normal
schools, we believe, are including a course of library instruction in their
curricula, and younger teachers are prepared to use library tools. The
Co-operation of teacher and librarian is absolutely essential to the
success of the classroom teaching and to the best functioning of the school
library, and the two are more likely to understand each other's problems if
each has had teaching and library t: ainlng.

i_

Select ion of, Books
\

Selection of the books -wiﬂ Pe linked with both functions of the

e Ot e ol
sc?ool library, the instructional and the recreational, b arast—be built

LT al
not—eniy on the classroom neceds, but on the vital interests and activities

of live boys and girls. Wﬁ -allow; ----&h&w-librazz shou. zl ‘ it
. TR v /S — At bbbty e

Rot—be—eltowedto-grow—shabby 2na old. Whatever changes come, ﬁévha.tever

new methods are tried, or new subjects taught the librar;5,r mu.st keep up ,

/‘T" 1

with the Erowth wﬂ:h- new up-to-date *raterial Ims:t:gmﬂ. ml

w&uw“
H—bﬁ&ﬁe‘q}he books ari selected by the libraman in co-operation with the

various teachers of the school with mach care and with reference to the

hne Seforfpln g hoo Il /)
subjects to be taught. Always a balance must be kept b&*mi_a:: ﬁhe'varioug d

grades or departments, so that the library will not be overloaded in one
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place and meagerly supplied in another, and this needs the discretion and
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M go much that. is chaap and vulgar on the news standec and comlng

Judgment of the llbrarzan.'
”)

over the radio ﬁhﬁt;lhe school library can do mach to counterag/ﬂ_‘ln a
%ﬂaér’fwf/ LAnS”

1ibrar€Lbuilt around the natural interests and curiosities of children
they may be turned loose to browse ;£ouj among books and read widely all
kinds of interesting things. -

Fortunately, the publishers are‘aiég assisting the school library by
issuing the most attractive booksj biography and history that read like
fiction, travel that thrills with adventure, current events that are as
drematic as life is drametic. Suitable reference helps have been developed
to use all along the educational path: simple atlases, children's encyclo-
pedias, and text-books disguised with beautiful illustrations and most
interesting text., One can interest children in science, in industries, in
the peoples of the world; one can build up ideas of social relationships
and civic responsibilities through the rich material that is prepared
especially for the children's use., In addition to the necessary reference
helps and fact finding material and all of this well prepared supplemental
reading, the library contains magazines, pamphlets and clippings, maps and

pictures, selected government publications, debate and vocational material,

4 / )
designs for the art or manual training teachers,~a¥ any other material use-

ful to departments or school activities. i e o
ﬁr — Yo £ & / A AAA Lo -/‘/j;;_.?.

The library room itself’weggaﬂa friendly~a§r anééahlldren visit 14 -
with pleasure, getting lesson assignments or dipping into their own
especial favorites, in théir unassigned periods. It is their own pldce
which they grow to love. One could hardly overemphasize the contribu-
tion which this school library is mak%ing to the teachers! equipment or

to the pupils whoee interests are awakened in so many directions.
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Instruction in the Use of Books

One of the important ée?vices of the school library is instruction
in the use of books and library tools. We all know from experience how
many adults who use our public libraries are helpless before a card
catalogue or a Readers' Guide. But the next generation who hawe been
brought up in a school library should be perfectly at home with such
tools.

The object of the instruction is to create intelligent self-help and
self-education in each child. Wherever there are elementary school
libraries, the instruction begins in the l6wer grades with the parts of a

book and the care of books, continuing step by step through the grades

' &’/{){‘ 2’ | LA
with simple alpha&eting, thetdictionary and encyclopedias, until the
g

Junior High School where a regulap course of library instruction is a
part of the school coﬁrse for which credit is given., Classes are
scheduled regularly into the library for this purpose, subjecis are
assigned, and each child is taught where to find and how to look for
what he wants, through the help of card catalogue, indexes, atlases,
handbooks , etc, The librarian continues this personal help and |
instruction throughout the Senior High School,and any graduate should be
able to use a public library or a college library with intelligence. It
is a service which a school library éﬁggawrender more efficiently than s
public library because of the daily correlation of classroom work and
1ibrary use.,
The Elementary School Library

I, this general discussion, we have talked about school libraries
without distinguishing the elementary from the secondery schools. The
Senior High School libraries are fairly well established throughout the

country; the Junior High Schools are following quite rapidly, but the

elementary school library is of recent growth. Within the past ten years,

a very progressive superintendent gave it as his opinion that elementary
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schools did not need libraries. The whole subJject is still being

explored, both in urban and rural commnities, but with a slower developmeat.
It is an expensive matter in a large city to furnish school libraries in
the meny grade school buildings. But the elementary schools have also new
and modified curricula and new child centered activities. There is the
same need for reading aéé?btiﬁ.ﬁools, and the child cannot come into contact
with books too soon. ‘In order to carry out the ideals of the newer sahaalj
every elementary sehool, as igli as every Junior and Senior High School,
needs a library and reading room, and we foresee a rapid development of the
elementary school library.where the masses of the people receive their only
education.

Administration.

As the school libraries have been developing these past twenty-five or
thirty years, there ii:egrown up three definite plans of administration
with meny and diverse practices, In some communities, large and small, the
board of education has preferred to meintain the school 1ibrarﬁps as one
of their reSpunsibilities, treating it as any other department and allocating
funds for 1ts support. In other communities the public library has eztab-
lished branches in schools as one of the methods of library extension, and
maintains the school libraries as an integral part of the public library
system, The third method is a co-operative plan, whereby the board of
education and the library board share the expense and responsibility of the
school libraries. .

Each plan has certain advantages. The first one separates the school
libraries entirely from the public library and loses the contribution which
the public library might make. It makes necessary the maintenance of two

QL/ﬂLﬁAigbﬂ

separate library systems, each with central organizations and s perV181ng

fw‘x./l\; /QL&
departments, i duplicatding each other?!s functions more or less, and both e

supported from the same public purse. But this plan leaves the schools a

free hand to develop the type of school libraries which they wish.




=10~

The second method, where the public library administers the school
libraries, grew out of the effort of public libraries to give reading
service to children, not only through children's reading rooms and special
privileges to teachers, but through colléctions of books loaned to classrooms.
The classroom libraries are still in operation as a partial solution of the
schools'! book needs, and in smaller localities and rural schools this
travelling group of books is an acceptable method. It was but a further
step to the establishment of library branches in Junior and Senior High
Schools and finally in elementary schools. In almost every large libdbrary
a new department has grown up,known as the school department, which has
charge of the technical organization and the supervision of the school
libraries where these are administered either by the public library or as
a co-operative project. This department usually maintains a professional
collection for teachers and parents,following closely all the new publica-
tions and keeping up with new theories of education and changes in curricula.
The third method is the co-operative method, in operation in numbers of
large cities, which seems to the writer the best way to settle what might
become a tangled administrative problem. In these cities, the public library
board and the school board have entered into a contract to establish library

service in all of the schools, The contract usually provides that the schools
el LA A y!r--..

shall the space, and that the public library shall administer the

service, with a division of the cost for books and salaries. This co-operative
plan has many advantages. The entire resources of the public library are &t

the service of each school library, with regular book truck delivery from “IA

\x‘\
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the Central Library. The ‘school librarians are members of the public 1ibranyﬁ%a &
ANPRE

'staff and participate in the general staff meetings and book review discussions. ﬁ! X
&
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They are in close co-ordination with the children's librarians of the pub%i@ %tﬁﬁ“

library with whom.they have many common problems. Each pupil has a regular
}mx "v : ;“ﬂ"!"-'."“

borrower's card'whlch can be used both at the school library and at the e

Y

public library. They are introduced while in school to all the methods of
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the public library, and use one or the other as need be.

But whether the school libraries are administered wholly by the
school authorities as a parallel system or as an integral part of the
public library system, or co-operatively by both, there should be the
closest integration of effort and‘underétanding between teacher and
librarian, each one studying without pride or prejudice to advance the
interests of the children and young people.

Quite frequently in the smaller towns the school library is also a
community library. Indeed, in the school libraries which are administered
by the public library in the large cities, the surrounding community is
usually welcome to use the library. With the smaller town the combination
of school and community library is an economic necessity.

Rural Libraries

The rural school library offers the greatest problem, Our minds wander
out from the cities and f rom the fine consolidated district schools where
libraries are being established, to the many small rural one-room schools
where teachers are working against poor equipment, no booksjand.uninterested
parents. How can these children be equlipped for citizenship, for community
life, for the use of leisure time? They need the use of books to enlarge
their own limited experience, perhgps more than city children, but for
financial reasons, cannot have Gth;;—;évan%agea.vThe states which have
granted direct financial aid to schools for a local collection have partly
though mot satisfactorily solved the rural problem., The best solution seems
to lie in the development of county libraries. Where these have been
established a ceantrzal organization,snpported by the county and administered
by trained librarians, selects the books, places a fitting collection in
the rural schools, exchanges them at intervals, binds and takes care of

them, and teaches both pupils and rural teachers the use and value of books.

Then there are the rural families, The school library is the only
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supply of books for the whole community. It is only a matter of . Jjustice
that this country child and his family_should participate in all possible
opportunities to become intelligent citizens,and a school library in every
district is ofxghe first importance. The county plan is not an experiment.
gPirty-four séé%és have enacted laws Permitting establishment of county
libraries, and 253 county systems have been in active operation. The
county or regional library,with perhaps a fully developed state plan,are
the next steps in the development of rural school libraries.
Recreational Function.
We have not enlarged upon the second great functiog of the school
library, the stimulation of reading habits and the cultivation of the

love of books. It is the most important service which any librarian can

render. If we could give but one gift to a child,or dévélop but one

- v
habit, we think we should choose ‘him t£o have the love of reading. He can

then help himself to the knowledge of the world, and leara the way for
himself to success and happiness. Every child has a right to be intro-
duced to the world of books,-- these winged messengers of life., He may
escape the opportunity offered in the public library but he should not

be able to escape the lure of his school library. The books are selected
not only with reference to his studies, but for voluntary reading for

pleasure, The very heart and soul of a good library is its-opportunity

for voluntary reading, according to the natural tastes and interests of
the child. To browse around freely in a collection of good books, in an
atmosphere of friendly encouragement, with conversations about his book
favorites or suggestions from a sympathetic and understanding teacher or
librarian, is to lay the foundaticn of real culture through books.

The school librarian has an advantage over the children's librarian
of a public library in that she has tbe gsame children day'after day, and

perhaps through a number of years %hrgggh their elementary and high school

courses. She knows what they are studying, she learns to know their
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- personal characteristics and individual tastes.;fin smaller communities,

and often in outlying schools in the cities where the—school—Itbrary”

serves as.a.commnity.-library, parents and.young people out of school,
as well as the pupils are privileged to use the book%) '?fﬁe school
library takes on enlarged responsibility for recreational and pleasure
reading, In the new type of school, the interests of parents and
community life are more and more considered., In it the child should
live a normal, happy life in touch with parents and teachers and the
common interests of his social environment. F?éﬁrit he should come (v
a thoughtful, self-disciplined, socially minded in 1vidual, capable of

A \ \.{ A x.JK.; L{\“ ‘\\,.: LN A

further self-education ané-eentinwing ambitiens. \E%wis a Jjoint enter-

prise of teacher and librarian in which the public librarian also shares,
In the confusicn of to-dayts life, we librarians and educators are
all trying to teach through books and friendly assistance what none of

us knows too well, the business of living.

-
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Have you a library card?

What Branch or Departments
of the Library do you use?

In what subjects are you
interested?

A

How can the Library be of
more service to you?




Hote: This srticle is a2 condensation of a paper yead at the

Second International Library and Bibliographical Congross

held in Madrid, Spain, in May, 1930




[HE SCHOOL LIBRARIES OF THE UNITED STATES

The growth of school libraries as we lmow them in the United States is a
recent movement. The idea is not new. There have always been progressive

educators through the past who clearly saw that the school wae the natursl

place to introduce children, step by step, into the marvellous world of bHooks
end to teach them the mogt valusble habit they can acquire, the habi$ of reading.
| But the schools have had traditions that w@i"e hard to overcome. They have
had a2 hard and fast curriculum., Teachers were bound to a text-book and must see

that each child learned a glven amount each day. Children were turned out of
the same mold regardless of individual capacities. There was no time nor place
in the school plan for reading.

Now we are asking more searching questions of cur educational system,

What is the process we call education? We answer that 1t is the process of

fitting each ¢hild to live the fullest, finest 1ife of which he is capable,

the process of relating him to his social duties and his human obligations.
To-day, our educational leaders are visioning this supremely important task.

Educational ideals are enlurging and edusational methods are passing through

revolutionary changes the world over. The tyramny of the text-book is broken,

and an entirely new method of teaching requires the use of many books. Reading

becomes a funda

ng have

is becoming a necessity in every grade of the school system. ILibraria

for many years emphasized the fact that children should be brought into contact

with books, either in a publie library or school or at home, and the sarlier and
more constantly the better. The most natural place for gonstant exposure to

books is in the school building

where the ahil&m miet go daily and vhere they
are under the direction of teachers who should appreciaste the value snd necessity

of teaching the loved reading. No movemer tm been herslded with more acelaim
| i
by librariasns and forward looking teachers than the program of extensive reading

which oughout the schivols.

has been introduced thr

i
1
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Chiefly due to the requirements of the new methods and the new ideals, &

decided school-1ibrary movement in the United Stafes is spreading from the large

gities to the smaller, and out into the mal_ districte., 1t is a growth ghiefly
; of the last ‘t;mnty-ﬁva or thirty years, with a2 marked growth in the last

decade, as school men have rapidly realized its significance. Already sixteen

states have made provision for financlal support in the establishment ond

maintenance of school libraries vhereby grants of specific sums of money are

awarded annually under specified conditions. Already there is a wealth of

printed matter describing the value, the methods and sdministration of the

school 1ibrary. The Americsn Library Assoclation hes issued five Sghool

ementary School Prineipals devoted their Yearbook

of 1934 entirely to the Elementary School Idbrary. There have been surveys

and researches into children's reading snd many fine graded lists of books.

There has been the greatest variety of professional artieles appearing in the

educational journals. The vhole m,jac;t is awakening the greatest interest,and

the 1dea is siftins down through high schools, through almnmx:y grades to the

very begimmers., .

Let us quote here the opinion of $wo representative school men:
Morgen, Editor of the Journal of The Hational Zducetion As

"School library service means for the child 2 new world of spiritusl

snd intellectusl adventure. It means for the teacher untold increcse
in resourges and power. It means .fc;é the echool &z new atmosphere of
leayning.”

My, John Cery Duff of the Wew York University School of Education declares:
"The librery maet become the living-room, the hﬁax't’bsi&a + of the
gchool, If a2 schoel hee & goul, it will abide in the Llibrm. "

One could repeat meny such sntlmsiastic expressions from school men who have

axperienced the maﬁlmm end greant advantage of the scheol 1librery snd who

have recogniszed it ag an indispenssble workshop of teacher and pupil.




The ideal school library is 2 room definitely set apart for librery
purpoges. Although books, m needed, may be loaned to elassrooms for

gpecial periods, the books are cglassified and catalogued snd shelved

permanently as & library unit. Schools which are emerging from the old

into the new methods are demending that the library be a deparitment of

the school. In many of the fine new Senlor High School buildings, which

are marvels in their completeness, the library is being as definitely planned

as the suditorium or the gymas al training shop. The same

true of the new Junior High School building

8¢ which have become s0 popular in
regent years and frecuently, though not so generally, of the new elementary
schools. In many towns and eities the old schoel buildings are finding room for
the library somewhere, even if it has to be placed for the time belng in a

relatively undesirable location.

The school library hes two chief functions: |
1., Service to the instructional program of the school: to enrich the

curriculum with an and to incresse the awiai

pplementary material

value of every subject 1:3 the modern school program. |
To provide recreational and cultural reading, end such guiaaﬁce 88
will promote reading tastes and stimulate the reading habit. __

These two functions might be elaborated upon almost indefini teﬁg. they
cover all the uses of books to inform, to mwi’aat, to build eharaets\é\.. %\a

develop thov mé out

ght, to give pleasure, and o inspire. They should be car

ough the best methods and technique, the highest ideals and the finest
gpirit vhich chax '

in the 1library world, ve are accustomed to saying that the tﬁ'ﬁin}ﬁ
competent librarlen is the |

is espeeially true of the school 1i‘arariw who comes into close daily aontacst



e
with students and teachers. In the marked progress of school libraries in
the past few years, én.a ¢f the handiceps to their best development has been
the failure of school men to realize that a library should be administered
by a trained, competent person Just as much &3 any other specialized
department of the school. Teaching has & technlgue; men and women take
normal gourses, psychological e-maag and special training which prepere them
to teach in & professional way. Library work also has 2 tec¢hnique. 1Its
professional schools teach methods that are just as necessary for the right
gonduet of & library as normal courses are for methods of ’eamhing.l If the
school library service throughout the country comes to be all that it should
and mey be, 1% will be when the librarian is chosen because of her library

training, her interest in young people, her background of reading, gané:}.lmr

1
i
1
\
L

personal gualitles. "

I believe that we are entering uwpon a comparatively new field af" liﬁrm
work. No funetion of the social structure is being studied more malyti\gq@l‘ly
and is uwndergoing more oriticism than the methods of edueation, W ‘z:gmn
change may be looked for. The library with its essential book ras-am'mg wil‘l,

\
\\

be more and more indispenssble. The modern school library is entering uﬁgn ¥

\\\

an interesting experiment, changing with the educatichal chenges, a 1&1}0&?&%@”‘ \

of fruitful studies in child life. Librarians of training =nd education an&
character will find an opportunity for distinguished service. It is, I \
believe, & great and growing field for trained librarians.

It wolild be a great advantage if each school librarien eould have had
teaching experience or certain pedagogical courses., It may sometime be
required of school librarians. But likewise, it is very valuable, almat
imperative, that the teacher should have had some library training. ﬂor\'l“u;a.l
schools, w believe, are including a course of library instruction in thai\r
gurri m:tla, snd younger teachers are prepaved to use library tools. The !
go-operation of teacher and librarian is absolutely essential to the mmsa"
of the classroom teaching and to the best functioning of the school librarg,

\
[

\
\

\
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and the two am more likely to understani each other's problems if each
has had teaching and 1library training.

One of the importent services of the school library is instruction in
the use of books and libfm tools. Ve 2ll know from experience how many
adults who use our publie libraries are helpless before & card catalogue or
s Readers' Gulide. 3But the next generation whe have been brought @ in &

sehool library should be perfectly at home with such tools.

The objeect of the instruction is to create intelligent self-help and
a-aslfl education in each ¢hild, Vherever there are elementary school libraries,
the instruction begins in the lower grades with the parts of a book and the
cavre of books, continuing step by step through the grades with simple alpha-

beting, themse of the dictionary and encyclopedias, until the Junior High

School where a regulsy course of library instruction is a part of the school
gourse for which eredit is given. OClasses ave scheduled regularly inte the

&% where

1ibrary for this purpose, subjectis are assi-'d. and each child is taugh
to find and how %o look for what ha wants, through the help of ecard catalogue,

indexes, atlases, handhmks. ete. The 1ibrarian contimues this personal help

and instruction throughout the ﬁeniér High School, and any groduate should be

able to use a publie library or & college library with intelligence. It is a
gervice which a schoel library can render more efficiently than a pu;blia 1ibrary

because of the daily eorrelation of alaaamem work and library use.

Ags-the school libraries have been developing these past twen&%fi‘é“@

admini atra*ﬁien

or thirty years, there have grown up three definite plans of

vith many and déverse practices. In some »« the Board of E&acati

meintaing the school library as one of its &epartmnts. In others, the ;puﬁlia

| [g
1ibrary maintaing branches in schools as an integral part of the publie lih;\wy
system, and by the third plan, the two co-operate and ghare the expense and§ i

: ‘ \"‘.

regponsibility of the school libraries.



=G

Bach plan has gertain acvantages but the co-operative plan. in
operation in numbers of lérga gities, seems to the writer the best way
to sgettle what might béaam & tangled administration problem. In this
so-operative plan, the two boards enter into a conirach providing what the
Joint arrangement shail be.

But whether the school libraries aﬁ.e administered wholly by the
school authorities as a parallel system or as an integral part of the publie
&ibrary system, or co-cperatively by both, there should be the glosest in-
tegration of effort and wnderstanding between teacher and librarian, each one
studying without pride or prejudiee to advance the interesis of the children
and young people.

The rural school library offers the greatest problem, Our minds wender
out from the ¢ities and from the fine ¢omsolidated disitrict schools where
1{braries are being established, to the wamy small rural one-room schools
where teachers are woriing against poor equipment, no books, and mwninterested
parents. How can these children be equipped for gitizenship, for commmity
iife, for the use of leisure time? They need the use of books to enlarge thelr
own limited experience, perhaps more then elty children, but for finanecial

reasons, cannot have 1%.

The states which have grented direct finanelal aid to gschools for a local

collection have partly though not aatisfaeterily golved the rural problem.

The best solution seems to 1ie in the development of county libraries, Vhere
these have been astablim& a central organizatian, supported by the coumty and
administered by treined librarians, selects the books, places a fitiing
collection in the rural schools, exchenses them at intervels, binds and tekes
sare of them, end teaches both pupils end rural teachers the use end value

of books. Then there are the rursl fomilies. The school library is the only

supply of books for the whole commmnity.




In these smell commmities, and often in ocutlying schools in the
cities where parents and young people who are out of gehool as well as
the pupils are privileged to use the books, the school library tekes
on enlarged responsibility for recrenkional and pleasure reading. In the
new type of school, the interests of parents and commmity 1ife :a.re-nwra
and more considered. |

T the confusion of to-day's life, we librerians and educators afg

all trying %o teach through books and friendly assistance what none of us

know too well, the business of living.

Gratie A.Countryman

Idbrarian of the \
Minneaspolis Publie Library 'mﬁ\ the
Hennepin County Library. 0
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