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PRESENT DAY PROBLEMS OF TEE LIBRARY 4- &-33

{ A library is a lighthouse, or perhaps it may better be
called a power house. It is both of these; it furnishes
both enlightenment and dynamic power to the minds of men
through books. But for fear you may think that a librarian
is prejudiced in her jJudgment of its value and importance,
we want to quote from some well known people who look at
the libdbrary from the outside,

Once Teddy Roosevelt said, "After the church and the
school the free public library is the most effective in-
fluence for good in America.™

Mr. Newton Bgker recently said, "In times like these
the services of & public library are simply indispensable
if we are not to start a relentless march backward towards
barbarism."

Perhaps no one has seen the whole purpose of a
library better than William Allen White. He says,
"Ignorance is the menace of civilization. If America
continues to grow, the minds of her people must grow,

And the schools alone cannot satisfy this need for
continuing the intellectual growth of American citizens,

After school what: must mental growth cease when school

doors close behind our youth? There must be some way out,

Some way to continue the educational growth of the people.
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And there is a way. That way is the Public Library. 1t
is America's Continmuation School.”

¢ And};e is right. The Library is a continuation school
%W“*' e bt it nnite ) 7y @rrn vty Clenn Quy/ asg
ople have Yeen re-discovering their’ public libraries /gﬂﬁ

(s

these past few years, and millions over the country have
discovered the library for the first time, The use has
increased beyond any parallel in library history. Reading
rooms have been crowded beyond capacity; the book knowledge

of librarians has been tested to the limit, and the supply

f"z’new‘"
of books has been drained, There is certainly no institu-

tion which has had such a heavy burden of public service
laid upon its shoulders, a service which has helped men to

keep up their courage, to fill their leisure time and to
- :ﬁ;‘im
prepare thef for new or differeat jobs.
UAL ., 4
Just to indicate how heavy the increase has been im #
Lo ( wewe/‘lj""
the Ilinneapolis Library, there were 27,600 new people last
J S Z Y YIS /
year who for the first ti began to borrow books. The first

g

five months of this year 15,000 more new people registered

o

AN

r7 - /
frrm Chew Eray,

There are now 183,000 people borrowing books, and we do’

@ALL.&%(“«“’“[{ b i
not kmow how many mers using the various central and

F—"iw‘!l/ J' Pg ,} i” f! d
as borrowers: 42,600 new people during these iaad._yeaze.

branch reading rooms. They want information on every

possible subject, often furnished after long and patient

research by the librarians.
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Many are here to fit themselves for new jobs. Here
is a man who never before studied chemistry, but who
is at it meking experiments on his kitchen stove, He
has produced several articles of commerical value. One
woman working away at recipes has produced a water
softener and laundry powder which have found a local
market. One boy, after reading all he could find, is | 5
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have becn helped to make or repair or 1nvent)&m %

%

}*uﬁ ':ib,jects which-they have called for in theiy efforts to :
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write saleable articles for magazines, Stenographers - %_;
and clerks have been reading courses on good English, 7%’“‘;/

b iness correepond.eg.ce and word. ‘bu:llding.
_Business men have sought booke on investments;

they have wanted books which analyze present conditions
and causes and remedies, on politics, on world prodblems.
So much so that the Los Angeles Times says that the
Public Library has become a "Public Utility."
/ ., We might say, I think, that self education, the
opportunity for continued study is the most important
gervice a librery renders., Men and women literally by

the thousands have come to us to use their time for

profitable reading. ¥Never has there been so much
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serioua reading. and libraries now have assistants

Shot
whose work it is to help fom reading course /{i for ywple.

: (I Z1 f-z(, o Ly ,,,a,gf PP ‘i“ﬁ-\e At [y Ts
4n wanted a course on the history of the world,-.. /f’jﬂ '

Min A )
a large order, but a course was planned out, and she has //

T
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kept right at it. Many young men have asked for courses

in history, in drama, in literature and other cultural
Jf/v o AT R T‘"’ -w’? w tradlls “)AH Iy 2 :
su‘b,jectgt Onse mechanic settled down with an alge‘bra.

declaring that he had aiways wanted to study it, but
had never before had time. We might name hundreds of
cases taken at random to illustrate the great amount of
self education going on throughout the library. MNr,
Raymond Fosdick says that this by-product of hard times
‘7

, Bun, o Cne . Liine
nmay bring a new revival of learning, (7 a’ /M‘f o PO Litte,
P b (trtin ) VR ntd Adgrmy Kt e 60 L '
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But libraries have still another fu.nction besides
' Y w\lmyﬂ M. LA

Hpu. ¥’ vocational help and educational. Eeading is a recreation.
Many people have said to us this winter, "We can't afford

to go to shows and we haven't a car, but we are reading

aloud at our house, and we don t know what we would do

without this Library.® One woman, carrying away a great
load of booics, said that she was out of work and so were

her father and two brothers, so she came down for the
/‘:‘- 7 -'I;-} - {; I_;‘-'

family on one car fare, and carried home enough béoks%for

a week, She explained that reading was the pleasantest

thing they could do, One young girl explained that she
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had lost her job at the telephone exchange and didn't
know what to do with herself, Some one had suggested

that she borrow books at the Library. She explained

[,L,‘-“'f;fh-é.. -
that she had never read a book in her life, but she might

try a short story. She was given one, and sas persuaded

to try a whole long story. She came back a few da,ya later .

M
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quite radiant, She had read a whole book thro‘ugh, and had

gained a new self respect and confidence. Now she is
books
reading travel/and a whole new world has opened. up, She is

typical of hundreds./’. o G Z L[/: bt T st LAy

}'Ll /I//XL( "Jf"‘an-,{:uwM/a‘Q.

Perhaps it is the need for recreation that creates
such a demand for detective and adventure stories, A
good mystery tale can take the mind off from itself and
furnish more distraction than anything else, At any
rate, there is no keeping up with the demand.

We believ? we do not exaggerate when we sgy that the
Library/\“i,st tg‘ee érgét;st fir;gle”it;;c; in the community for
preserving morale and for keeping alive the smoldering

embers of self respect.h«-« it 4 ""; < e e *’*
o {/{ » ¢€fr j ) {A BT P /wﬁ Llws |
L”l\ i/ . e";.&’:\{cﬁ({ /
We must add to the ofher funétions of the Library
that it is a great relief agency. Times without number

ek i sald to i "1 '°‘11d 80 _°r32y if it wasn't;f‘-"
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for the Library."

the basic physical needs, the General Hospital furnishes
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care for the sick, but the Library furnishes relief
for harassed and discouraged minds, It has saved the

sanity of many men and the integrity of mmr others by
furnishing wholesome mental occupation. ,{; 1P Lt
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In this long period of unempléyment, of depressed ',mﬂ
VA

spirits, of social and political unrest, the library has / <

@

.”.“

strained every resource to meet the unprecedented need 5’,f4

of the people. This has been a time when libraries f\ .~
/{ |
should have been given special subsidies as a constructive & .
ot «&force, thelr book funds greatly increased, their oppor- F

tunities for community service greatly enlarged to meet

e
- ../

the demm /) //( I-‘{L; L » . 5‘,, £t o

Can one think that this would be the time to deflate

library service just when the unemployed can use it,

just when young people must give up regular education,

just when men in dire need are turning to books for &--ﬂa;eﬁ?}r P,
w—Trelief? But that is just what has happened, We are |

deflated. We must say to people, our budget is cut to the

bone, our hours of service must be shortmned, our

trained librarians must be drastically cut in numbers

and salazies. %ur book fnnd mast be reduced to nearly

2 A Ly Wi

nothi.ng. Our budget for 1933 is less in actual money

than in IQ@Z, but our service has increased more than

100%> We ask, can any public institution with so
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heavy a load and so indispenaable a service stand

Libraries have always giwen.the most unstinted

service, on the least possible amount of money, They

have never been accused of waste or extravagance.

O o

Why, in this period of enforced leisure should the peoples

continuation school be strangled? .An%;?e‘asm in all
VYL ¥ A v By v) iy "’_ Y AAALA

3°r1°u59938a why strangle theﬁpublic 1ibraries? -
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SHALL WE HAVE A MUSEUM?

What shall be done with the Museum in the Public Library Building?
This has been one of the problems before the Library Board for many
years, and has been met by a waiting policy.

Articlas occasionally appear in the papers, of a semi-humorous

@a&%&&y'about the snakes, and their care, which would lead people to

think that reptiles were the only specimens in the museum. This is
very far from the truth, for the museum wss started and kept up by
scholarly men interested in scientific activities and contains much material
in the way of minerals, corals, shells, good collections of butterflies,
birds, etc. It is true that the live specimens have much more appeal to
the children and to the average man and woman than the dead material and
serve to bring them to the museum in large numbers. But these ssme children
who come in classee with their teachers, and the older people who also come
and spend hours, are interested to study the wvarious cases of specimens as
well as to enjoy the live turtles, lizards, chameleons, snakes,and octher
small snd sometimes rare specimens which the curator has gathered together.
Because many people now living in Mimmeapolis may not know how the
miseum began, I would like to sketch its history quite briefly before dis-
cussing its future. As early as Jamary, 1873, a few nature lovers formed
a group for "the cultivation of Notural Science in general =nd especially -
the sciences of geology and archaelogy.” It was called the "Minnesots

Academy of Natural Sciences® and was afterwards incorporated under that title.

ey held monthly meetings at which many fine papers were read and discussed,

some of which were published as buldletins of the Academy. Such men zs
Professor Winchell, Dr. Hatch, Dr. Elliott, Professor Roberts, and many
others contributed valusble papers to the meetings on whatever subjects

were of personal study and observation. Moreover, the members contributed
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and collected specimens which were preserved in mb. 'ﬁJahns-cn'a off ice.;w el |
At the end of the third yea.r they considered the "propriety of moving

the maseum to & more central location.® Their ides was to awaken interest

in t.ha collection which alresdy filled tern cases with several thousand
specimens of minerals, fossils, bones and implements in the archaeclogy

of the State, shells, and a few native birds, evidence of the scientific
spirit and enthusiasm of the gemine nature loving founders of the

Academy. They moved into a room formerly occupied by the Y. M. C. A.

at 214 Nicollet Avenue over the Post Office, where the museum continued

to increase by many gifts and exchanges. The Academy remained here until
188‘f when it moved back to the East Side, 100 Central pvenue, (now East

Hennepin) for one year, returning to the third floor of the Anthony Kelly

Block, 110 Hemepin Averme. The expense of this move and of B

up new cages for the many new specimens was met by Mr. T. B. Walker who
bad been o member since 1879. Many times during the years that followed,
Mr. Walker came to the rescue with contributions, and finally became the
Academy's president, a position which he held at the time of his death.

The Academy had been considering for several years a proposition to
erect a building for its growing museum. In 1884 when the Athenaeum Library
was considering a tnilding for its collection of books, and the newly organiged
Art Association was talking of & building to house a gallery, the Academy
offered to co-operate in a Joint building to house all three organizations.
Just then the Puablic Libréry plan of co-ordinating these three educational
fanctions was proposed and later carried out in the bullding now occupied
by the Publie Libmr;;n When the Library Building was completed in 1889,
the museum at last found a home and ceased its wanderings.

Since 1807, the Library Board has paid the salary of the museum curator,
in order that people might visit the museum without an admission fee. The
Academy has retained ownership, but has been without funds to maintain the

AR LA |
museum. The' isst curator, Mrs. Grace Wiley, has considerably changed the
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nature of the museum by the addition of live specimens. iirs. Wiley, a

scientific entomologist, and a real nature lover, is related in spirit

t¢ those early nature 1avérs who founded the Agadamy of N:tural Sciences,
and who, like her, felt that it was ar indispensable part of human culture
to know nature at first hand. She has gradually collected variocus live
specimens of turtles, lizsrds, chameleons, snakes, alligators, etec.
Tropical specimens arriving here in fruit are often brought to the museum.
When Mr. Beebe lectured here, he came to the museum purposely to see a

beautiful tropical tree toad which he had never seen before.

The frequent publicity which the papers have given and the pictﬁraa

which they have printed have brought the museum ﬁo the attention of peopile,
and thousands of visitors come snmally, many of whom spemlhmrs at a time
J % | : -

going through the a«ého&e miseum. Families spend Sunday afterncons here, and |
children are constantly bringing their parents. tj;ichooi Classes with their
teachers vieit the museum very often by appointment, snd are given scientific
talks by the curator. ©Oome of these classes come from out-cf-town schools.
The curator has visited the mature classes in our schools and given talks by
request. And so the museum has grown through exXchanges urx:‘i gifts, and has .
found an increasing response f‘rém the people, but ﬁhere has been a constant
uncertainty on the part of the Library Board as to how far they should go
in keeping it up. | |

This past fall the few remaining members of the Aca%.dﬁy of Science zmﬁ
and decided to dissolve the organization and to give their property to the
Library Board. The nuseum was already in the Library Building and the curator
was employed and paid by the Library Board. It seemed the most natural
dispoailtion of the museum, to give it to the Library.

But the Library Board has been loth to accept it. Although the ‘}Imuseum
is educational i1t is not quite in line with the work which = Library Board is
organized to carry on. The mmseum needs much re-organizstion; specimens

need to be cleaned and re-labeled. It has been neglected by the Academy

because that organization has not been functioning for some time, by
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the Library Board because the collection did not belong to them. If the

Library Board accepts it and assumes responsibility for it, they will want
to administer it in =28 effective a way as they would any other depértment

of the Library. That msans a good deal of additional expense and more space
Iin which to develop the work.

While the Library Board paused to consider the wisdem.of accepting the
museum, the natural history classes in the schools, the principals of many
schools, and the Supervisor of Rature Study sent letters to the Library Board
urging that the museum be kept. Naturally enough the plea was for the children,
and 1t was the live part of the museum which was spoken of most enthusiastically
in these letters. The Library Board has reallized that the museum ought not to
be closed, and as there seemed nothing else to do, they have accepted the gift
and will contime its care for the presant. Hoping that the Board of Education
would help in its maintenance, because of its close relationship to the nature
classes, the Library Board applied to them for a small annual sum @1,000.(}0) .
but the Board of Education has not felt that it could assist. So fr:vr the time
being, the Library Board will do what it can to contimue the work in its present
auarters. The children at least need to have such a place where hthﬂ}f can haven
an intimate contact with little live creatures..

But looking forward to the future, what is the best thing to be done with
the museum, and how can it be made a useful part of our edﬁ;atiaml system? We

call to mind the splendid museum in connection with the Milwaukee Public Library

which has a separate municipal fund, also the Children's E&m pum &t Brooklyn, the

Field Museum at C}-;icago: and other well known rmsms.ﬁ Shall Minneapolis look
forward to such a municipal museum, and will the intemnce'o'f our present museum
lead to this desirable result? The Library Board would be amply Jjustified in
taking care of tha‘ present collection if there were later a movedent to enlarge

it and to put it under a separate organizaticn.

Better yet, why should Minneapolis not have a good zo-ological garden?

It is the live part of this museum that attracts the children; yes, and the
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grown-ups too. Whenever the alligators are fed, everybody,old and
young, gathers around the tank to enjoy the sight; the children love the
turtles and even the snakes, and listen with breathless interegt to talks
about their habits and gsefulneas. Little bats that feed out of their
hands and broken wingeﬁ{birds which they bring to Mrs. Wiley for her
care and which become as tame as household pets, give the children the
most thrilling and exciting pleasure,

Members of the Library Board are contributing out of their own
pockets for cases to properly care for these little creatures which
the children love. From the kindergarten age up through High Schools,

classes of children come in groups to study them. An extra roon cn

& ™ " Yt
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the fourth floor is being fitted up to house them. But with the best

of intentions and the help of individual members, the Library Board
cannot do very much for the museum unless there is a special city appro-
priation to maintain it. There is nothing appropriated for this year.
Almost all cities the size of Minneapolis have their zoo. Even towns
like Minot, North Dskota or Virginia, Minnesota,have good zoos. It seems
to us who have watched the interest in this small museum that the time is
ripe for a movement to establish a zoological garden or a municipal museum
or & combination, even if it begins in a small way, as it is Jjust beginning
in St. Paul. We would like to suggest a way by which a movement may be
started 'am encouraged. Nothing is ever done 'unless the people themselves

show an interest and make a persistent and sometimes long-continued affort

to accomplish it. Theramuat ‘Eba hundreds of people in Minneapolis who are
interested in some form of nature study #nd wou ld willingly get behind a
movement for a real municipal museum or zoological garden. There was just
such a group when the &#ld Academy was organized and 'bagan to form a museum,
Such an organization of nature lovers, open to every one .whet er they

have a hobby themselves or are interested only in a general way, could have

open meetings every month with interesting speakers, or could in proper
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seasons organize field trips for personal study. A small membership fee

might help to maintain the present museum and the members might back up
the Library Board in securing a maintenance fund for it. But most of all
such an interested group could be & nucleus around which interest in the
larger project could crystallize. There may be even now some public spirited
persons ready to help such an énterprise with benefactione if they once see
evidence of interest. If any parentsor teschers who re*z:w,ds this article feel“fg
any interest in seeing such an organization started, it will be of great
assistance if they will make their ideas known to the Editor of the "Broadcaster.®
We cannot, at this time, say anything definite but we believe that within a
short time some group will call a meeting for the purpose of discussing the
mat ter.

The gquestion is still before us,what shall be done with the Library mmseum?
The lLibrary Board cannot under present conditions d—.avalaé a museum of any size

or importance. Its future must be decided by the people who are interested.
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When Minneapolis was very young, Just
ied, it made its first smedl beginning

vIre T d
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toward the—feorm=tion of a 1ibr2ry‘£rum£;he funds derived from a

lecture by Bayard Taylor. This modest begirmming was incorporated

in 1860 =s the Mimmeapolis Athenaeum.

Ite support came from a—zrowe.nf stockholders and subscribers.

ﬁ&U”TEUﬂ&ved tha advantages—of—= growing collection of booksl At

its own e%d received a large baque t fﬁr tM
P’ " e g .\_."-
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books. It grew t

quarters.
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w., n the Directors o er what Spuld be

done with the libra Ty & and how it could be de velokei 1nto such &
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library as the city de&erved, a straﬂg_pa? liec interest yww

wanted a public library,

Athenzeum Directors appointed a cultured young

Vo ilr 3

Just at this time the

Harvard man as librarian. Mr. Herbert Putnam dpegemr-his™~WsTk in
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came with an unugually fine background of book

raries and their methods.
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There were other active movement%\goiﬁg on in the city. The Minnesots

2 building to house its
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Academy of Science w=s dis~u9q1ng the necessity of &

The Directors of the Soclety of Fine Arts, which had

Ao f
been organized the previous year, had held a very successful loan exh

growing museum.

ﬁg_permanent art
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A There seemed to be, just a2t the moment of Mr. Putnam's arrival,

a cumulative development of interest along various lines which had not

NS 1’.1’:2
releted themselves to each other. It wes the work of a leader to bring

committees from each of these organizations together t6 discuss the

W

possibility of & common building to house them all, and later to propose

/.'.a f.'
g 5 . _ gus a = " ; / a
to the City Council that it be made a municipal undertaking.
Within two months of Mr. Putnam's coming, the Athenaeum Directors
had given up the plan of building their own building and had proposed
an allianc ﬂﬁith g municipal library if one were established, and the
Vm*fﬁﬂawxnaips workinx together with the City Council had agreed upon the
’.;} !' ,-" 0 A .: f
A =?4ﬁ“ Of a building which should house the Academy of Sclence and the %ﬁciety
: ) L ; ! ';‘, s ',_f-#_ ,__.f‘:" Y y . 4 y _“ _,J’" - .:‘- £ Pt
of Fine Arts in a Public Library Building il ‘é- :_
..,.1) Lt ek ¥ Lot lon '1 -

An act of the Stz=te Legislature was necessary, and this act in the

shape of »n.wmenament to the Minneapolis charter w=s pgssed the fcllov1nf

‘:-,4:/ 0 F K g L ’: = .‘.':‘ }'; y B e - = £
Februsry. And 90//'ithin six months,[a pub ibrary board was appointed
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and the proJject launched. When the law eot&b ishing the Minneapolis
Library wss published, Mr. W. F. Poole of Chicago said of it that "the

terms of this library law are new and very important showing more

AAA

legislative intelligence than any bilL ever before enacted by any State.”
Mr. Putnam's first six months of library service had therefore been
most productive, for in all of the conferences which brought about such

satisfactory conclusion, he had been the moving spirit. And he was

w

to continue to be the leading spirit through the following yezrs while
the new building was being plannéd =nd constructed and through the yesars
of organization of 2 new public library.

But, in the meantime, he was 1ibrar%&n of the Athenaseum Library .
artiY the-rnew Baildivis Was ready to occupy. He began zdmest at the start

to modernize its antiquated methods: he installed 2 charging system with

s borrower's card instead of the old way of charging in a big book. He




began & new system of cataloging and classification and opened up
E" a
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alcoves to rﬁﬁdﬁrﬁ{/ﬁﬁ that they could find titles

Not only were his methods new and thorough-going, but his courteous,
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genial manner cfﬁated e new atmosphere in the,old library.
In the frequent interviews given in the lccal pag
time, his ideas of a library, and its
modern in spirit and as forward looking as anything that could be written.
riow, nearly forty-five years later. Fo 18 tar this young man who wzs

administering his first library in a small upstairs room says, "There are

two great problems of library management, one to get the books for the

F
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readers, the other to get the readers to the bocks." On mot wnew a&d
to that statement. So, in these preliminary years, he was inter-
library to his readers and teaching tiem~how to use it,with
ability, tact, and public spirit.

The book fund of the Athenaeum asccruing from the bequest fund was
compsratively large for that time, and this fund was allowed to accumulate
until in 188¢, wkewn the Athenseum Boazrd and the Publ
comrnissioned him to go abroad to buy books.

He was elected librarian of the Public Library in November, 1888,
while still remaining librarien of the Athenseum Library and carrying

daily work. It must have been an exciting experience to
he Library Board about the new building,
d buying the books for a new public librzry, ewd to be planning its rules
end regulations and organizing a. he details of opening an entirely new

venture, and planning the moving and placement of the Athenaeum Library

the new building.

The new building opened in December, 1889, and the|/peslis Who had eazgerly

[

looked forw=zrd to this event showed their appreciztion by thronging into it.

The staff was new and inexperienced, the book supply wss sdequate to the




widbes
unexpected demand, and the people themselves were umsed to the
methods and could not understand delays and dissppointments. Only

the tact and the sympathetic hearing and explanation of all complaints

on the part of Mr. Putnam saved the reputation of the new library

service during that first winter. One newspaper article, at this
A |
time, entitled "Librerian Critises Himself,® gave Mr. Putnsm the
/
opportunity to analyze all the complaints and criticismﬁfof rules,
and to answer and explain them in his clear and kindly way. He modified
/‘;’"
rules and simplified methods and red tape/ whenever it could be done to
the advantage of readers without weakening service.

Minneapolis, although young at this time, was ngdlv spreading out over a

large territory, and there was an immedia

li"{

rte request for branches in severszl

localities. Mr. Putnam was in great sympathy with-\thie extension of 45,
facilities and within the first year two branches were established with
reading rooms and delivery service from the Central Library. A third
branch wzas established the second year, and these three branches zre now
housed in buildings of their own a2nd are still i 'Ftewlc loaalitiﬂb.

\:‘-} ‘ f 3 s 0 l{”j"‘:—j}: L-'t'{'
Mr. Putnam began the rudiments of our schéol gtatiemr bz larnin col-
lections to the teachers 3ni)if there had been sufficient funds, his ;

would have been far more extensive znd varied. :
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Looking back over the development of the pest forty years, it is hard

to find any undertakings of later yezrs which were not fores! acwed by the

¥ ‘ e .
things he started or plammed to start. =~ —~ _ _=— o _ . s L.
xfr'-‘/ - &G / ? - '-.‘F Lttt 5 s P - _’r 4 | .’ - v :f" - E . ﬂ Lk i | /;. | \

His resignation when it took effect in December, 1891, was reCeived
with dismay by the people of the city. The resolution passed by the
Library Board expressed the estimation in which they held him: “his

knowledge of books, his patient attention to all the details of official

duty, his unfailing courtesy, his readiness to attend to the wishes of all

the patrons of the library, have made him s most excellent librarian, have




B

gommanded the admiration of the Bozrd and have endesred him to the peop

our city.”

He entered upon his duties in the Athensmeum Library at the most

suspicious moment, when his vision and wisdom were most timely in

e F
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izations into one large municipal enter-

r¢ing the various organ

" prise. He established the work and orgesnized the details and trained

an eager public in the use and privileges of a public library. He had

1aid strong foundations, upon which others could build. The mantle of

his spirit is still over the Minneapolis Public Library.
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Hublir Library 1=

Minweapolia

GRATIA A. COUNTRYMAN

The Minnsapolis Public Library opened its doors to an eager
public in December 1889. Previously a subscription library ealled
the Minneapolis Athenaeum served the people with books, but when the
public library was established the two institutions joined in a ninety-
nine year contract. The Public Library was to house the Athenaeum
collection of books and to pay all dosts of maintenance. The Athenasunm
kept its corporate existence in order to administer valuvable bequests,
vut turned its bocks over to the Public Library for the free use of the
public. This has been a unique feature of the Minneapolis Library: for the
two institutions are virtually one library, the books are shelved together
in one classification and issued to borrowsrs without discrimination. But
the funds of the Athenaeum are administered by a separate Board of Directors
and are spent entirely for books. The Athenaeum has bought rare and valu-
able bocks and has built up 2 rsmarkable reference collection such as few
public libraries could afford tc own, or would be justified in buying with
public funds. No better combinaiion could be devised than this unicn of a
private library with ample funds for books, and a public library whose

book funde are a fluctvating and uncertain quantity.

(Art Dept.)




Publisr Library

Minnrapolis

GRATIA A. COUNTRYMAN
LIBRARIAN

The library still occupies the same building in vwhich it first
opened. It has been enlarged by a wing, but is again much too small for
the activities of 2 growing library. A new building or a remodeling of
the 0ld building is now under contemplation.

The first librarian was Mr. Herbert Putnam, the well-known
Librarian of Congress. His large vision mapped out the policy of the
young library. His successor was Dr. James K. Hosmer, the noted historian,
and his scholarly abilities built up a splendid book collection especially

in the history department.

With these two remarkable men as librarians, a foundation was

1aid upon which the present librarian has found it easy to build an ox-
tension system which covers the whole city with branches and delivery
stations.

There are now seventeen regular branchss, ten of which are
noused in buildings of their own, and another branch building ig to be
buiizri§$1923. Rezding - rooms are established in ten school dbuildings,
and class_room libraries are supplied to many of the outlying school
buildings, so that every child in Minneapolis has easy access 1o library
books.

Just recently the library has become a county library, with a
special tax for the support of library work out in the villages and
rural schools of the county. A book truck supplied with book-shelves
travels 211 over the county, making the rounds about once in a month.
More than one hundred st=tions are in opeeation so that it is fair to say

that the county rssidents havs nearly as good book gervice as the city

residents.




Hublir Libkrary

Minnrapolis o D

GRATIA A. COUNTRYMAN
LIBRARIAN

A hospital service is just being established and the plan is
to place a good collection of books in every hospital to serve patients,
nurses, and physicians, with a trained librarian meking the rounds of the
wards about twice a week.

Busy working people are not forgotteﬁ either. A system of library
stations has been established in the factories, department stores, in tele-
phone exchanges, strest-—car club rooms, and fire-engine houses. Theee are
usually cared for by employees under the direction of a library assistant.
They have served to introduce many young readers to books who would never
have taken time to come to the library.

One of the most interesting branches is the Municipal and
Buginess Branch. It is located on a ground floor in the very center of

the office district, one block from the City Hall.
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