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There aée mighty sdcial forces at work today.

s

None of us know what will happen from week to week.

We feel that we are living on a volcano that may

erupt at any time. Changes are all about us, and may
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But tnere are some things that do not change, and

hat have not changed in our march down the centuries.
Human nature and the needs of human beings have not
changed, nor has the.value of books and the value of

an education changed. It is with these unchangeable
things and their relation to each other that we
librarians deal. Other values are changing; material
possessions are uncertain, the distribution of wealth

is fluctunating. Every business and profession is
undergoing strain and stress. But the fundamental needs

of men and women for opportunities of growth and develop-

ment are unchanged. A tremendous responsibility rests
upon all of the educational forces to supply the oppor-
tunities for men and women to fit themselves for the new
conditions in which they must live.

You and I know that ignorance has always been a

menace to civilization. The world progresses by ideas,

L

become more revolutionary than we dream. We cannot tell.
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by thinking, and we are going to work out a new world
society, not with arms, but with brains. Arms and
war set us back, but the use of our brains carries us
forward. In the past people have been afraid of

thinkine. All through the centuries they have been afraid

of great minds that ventured out upon new ideas,--
Sophocles, Jesus Christ, Gélileo. But we no longer burn
men at the stake because they have proclaimed the truth.
This scientific age has brought about a desire to know
truth and to share truth. As we look into the future
pregnant with possibilities, we know that men and women
mast learn to think and to read and to study if they are
going to be prepared for the possibilities that are just
ehead. We pick up book after book with prophecies of a
new world within our reach if men dare to grasp it.
Science and technology have prepared the setting for the
st majestic civilization that the world has ever seen.
Will men be able to fit themselves into it, will they be
equal to forming new political relationships, new
economics, new social conditions to match the new in-
ventions and discoveriec of the scientific world}] The

fundamental need is for us to be prepared for partici-

pation in this changed and changing world. ﬁzgﬂawawﬂ
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The present difficulty is that changes all over
the world are coming so rapidly that the common people
haven't had time to keep up with them. They are per-
plexed and bewildered. Take for instance, the problem
of government. Popular government is facing a trial,
with many countries turning to dictators; because progress
can move no faster thaéjmass intelligence which makes
public opinion.. Take our international problems; there
might be a tidal wave of peace and understanding if it
were not for uninformed public opinion, which lets the
"unseen assassins" preach great armies and navies, And

as to our social troubleg, I would like to quote from

Dean Ford of the University of Minnesota who said in a

recent address that "our present civilization will accept

the newest in science without question but the most

timid suggestion of social and political readjustments is
rejected. Chicago opens the gates of the Century of
Progress by a beam from Arcturus through the magic of a
photo-electric cell. At the same time her schools are

poverty stricken through municipal mismanagement and
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corruption. Our President's voice wes heard tl 1irough

the radio by a whole nation.efewevenings—ago, a A
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marveldus thing that: but he is besieged by hungry office

seckers wholly untrained and unfit for the government's i
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So great are the contrasts between acientific advances
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and our socia;jweaknesses; Think of the crime records in

Minneapolis. We aren't moving at an even tempo. We are
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living in the dark ages in the most enlightened scientific

period of the world. What about our mounting crime
records, our industrial conditions, our sweat shops and
child labor? What about our methods of enforeing law,
our racial antipathies and injustices, our conscience-
less race for wealth? Science is furnishing us with

untold conveniences and satisfactions of life. But after

all, it is humanity and not gcience that determines our
civilization,-- men, not machines. We have yet to learn
the art of living together. The
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Yes; the fundamental need of society'in.this re-

building process of today is for men and.women who read
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and study and think. You are here today bdcause you
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believe that there is sométhing gaawﬁéy learn here-a%
Shis Northwest—SeHo0l. You are not satisfied to go on

in the same 0ld way when you might learn new ways. We

have been hearing a great deal about Adult Education,
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'that we who are grown up can go on learning and studying
as well as the young people in school. Your attendance

here shows that you believe in Adult Education for your-

selves, There is a great movement going on- an organized
growing movement of great significance. Because out of
the social body itself must come the reconstruction of

society: from the common people must come the leaders of

P 1 g‘ g A\
¢ e o &b puns
,,;‘/53 oty i,xu N ‘/’? At) e S
' g - »
& Tl AT N T 7‘ .

tomorrow. ;é?wmwl Al = L
Now perhaps I will come more directly to the point
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toward which I have been heading. The University of

Minnesota is just now beginning to build a new building

for the new Adult Education Department. The schools over
the state, especially in the cities,are opening night
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schools, and classes for adults., But more than all other
institutions, the library is the principal agency for the
spread of education among adults through books, those
priceless tools, books. I wish I could stop and try to
make clear what a collection of books means in any com-
mmnity, because books can teach, they can cheer, they

can inspire; they take you out into the active world and
its problems, they make you look into your own selves,
end up into the starlit universe., We ali need books, we

are none of us too old to learn, or to develop our

powers of thinking, ‘I believe that books and libraries

/
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are as necessary to us adults as schools are for
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children.

Never before have libraries been so much used by the

common man seeking information or by the unemployed men
seeking both information and entertainment and escape.
The demand has been without parallel in the history of
libraries,amounting in some ciﬁies to an increase of 50%.
As I have watched the throngs of men and women in our ﬂ_
reading rooms, or seen them carrying home armsful of books
for themselves and thelr families, I have wondered what they
would have done without the help of books. Hundreds of
young people come in and out of our doors for books to
readﬁwho would otherwise be tramping the country or
filling the saloons. I have thought too that they are
not onlylfilling up leisure time, but getting the habit
of reading and thinking which will help them,whether they
realize it or not,to adjust themselves to new situations.
This opportunity is beyond price.,

Professor Beard points out that this economic crisis
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differs from all otherg in tha t it has Leé men and women
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to do serious thinking and that has.meanz serious reading.

Mr. Fosdick sugge ts that this ¢ s/may mark a revival
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of learning, and 1f the kind of reading which is going on
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in libraries today is an indication, then the revival of

learning is already on its way.




-

Cur big metropolitan dailies have been expressing a
new interest in what is going on in libraries and it is
very encouraging in the face of the deep cuts which
have been made in library budgets. The Los Angeles Times
recently remarked, "It would appesr from the increased and
practical use of libreries in these difficult times that
the public library may no longer be deemed a luxury, but a
public utility."” The Richmond Times Despatch says, "Few
of us realize how important the public 1ibrariés have
become. It is one of the great boons to modern civili-
zation that bookﬁ have been made accessible to the masses
of the people." Librarians who are on the firing line,
hearing daily the most tragic stories of wrecked hopes,
end attempting to find the right book to help the parti-
cular personal need, know that sociologists are right
when they say that reading keeps many people sane.

Public men and statesmen ére also commenting on the
increasing value of the library. Stuart Chase has
declared that no group of workers in the whole community
1life of America is more strategically located or can do
more valiant service in promoting constructive leisure
than librarians. Mr. Newton Baker expresses himself

emphatically, "In times like these the services of a

public library are simply indispensable, if we are not
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to start a relentless march backward toward barbarism.”

But now let us turn to another phase of library
development. . Granted that libraries are just as useful
as we librarians and the trained minds of the country think
think they are, granted that the value of reading and the
benefit of books are indispensable to this growing move-
ment for Adult Education, when why confine them to the
. @ities and larger towns? There is not anything which can
be said of their value to the city dweller but must apply
equally well to citizens in the country. The times are
just as difficult for the farmer and perhaps more so. He
feels the same need of enlightenment on world problems
and domestic affairs. He feels the same discouragement and
unrest. He also has leisure time. Whatever libraries can
contribute to the enrichment of adult life in the cities,
to the education of children and the fruitful use of
leisure time, that much and more should they contribute to
those who dwell in rural and especially in isolated rural
districts.

In a recent survey of libraries in the United States
he Secretary of fhe American Library Assocliation reporis
that forty millions of people in the United States are

without access to libraries. Many of these are in the

South, many in the mountain states, but meny in the

country districts of the prosperous Northern states. It

is a rather discouraging showing, and something needs to
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be done about it., The national Association is asking
for a library buresu in Washington in the Bureau of
Education to look after the development of libraries
as well as schools. Sometime we will ask for direct
ald to establish libraries. Why not? The government
gives aid to highways, 50 -50 with the state appropria-
tion;-it gives aid to colleges for vocational courses
and agricultural courses. Now it is giving direct aid to
old age pensions. It could as well be a policy of the
government to give direct help to schools znd libraries
as to give millions for armies and navies and billions
for other projects.,

Iwo or three years ago, we celebrated the Golden
Jubilee of Mr. Edison's discovery of the electric lamp
bulb. It was a marvelous discovery and we enjoy it
throughout the country;- but everywhere? Oh no: Still
I pass on country roads the farmhouses lighted with
kerosene lamps and candles; millions are still without:
but we are pushing along toward rural electrification.
Ve see in fortunsite school districts fine consolidated
schools, but not in many sections in the country. One

authority states that eleven million children,or nearly

half of the public school enrollment, are still . goimg to

school in one and two room buildings, handicapped by
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poor teachers, poor buildings, no books, and a
pathetically short period to get what training they
can. These children need just as much opportunity of
schooling and books as do the city children. The
changes all over the country will come about through
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leaders who know the rural dis trlcts people like
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yourselves who appreciate and“iaﬂewadxuntape of- epaer-
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uun;tles_Lanﬁmpzhyahﬁly, I-éo- bel1evv that—the-women-
will take the lerger-share 6f leadership)s

But to look at our own state, Just how do we

appear in the picture and have we reason to consider

further library expansion in Minnesota? Let me guote

a letter typical of many which the city librarien
gets,from Northern Minnesota, North Dakota and Montana,
letters which tell of the book hunger in many villages
and farming districts. This one happens to come from
Northern Minnesota: "Would you please tell me whether

we could get some discarded books from your library.

We live forty miles from the nearest library and so we
are unable to secure bocks. My brother is an invalid and
would appreciate some,”

Minnesotz has been most fortunate in having a State

Library Commission with—an-unusuvelly-fine-Director,
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Miss Clara Baldwin. - The Commission has developed library
consciousnesé throughout the Stzte. It has helped towns-
people to establish Iocal‘iibraries and has carried on a’
system of carefully chosen travelling libraries. Little

villages can borrow these; farming communities and rural

-

schools can borrow them, study clubs can borrow package
libraries on the subject they are studying, and individuals

can borrow for their personal reading. I wish I could
’/e:-iﬁ"@"i" e

"herald this service throughout the State, It 3e-one of
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from a country school P.T. A,, here from a rurs al school
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loer Carerr fory Itor 2t'Cgy sty
teacher, ond here # om:awclubf "fle_are aﬁ;ural clgpof

23 members, and our families. We are interested in

- getting one of your urgve‘?iﬁ~ Jlibraries." Here is
another tnat would uwfﬁ,thé books right o%f the shelves,
It is from a fay Nortaelu point: "I understand we could
get dlscarée&.bodks from ycﬁ guite reasonably. North of
here is.émriCh country 60 or moré"miles across., There
are, é fev families scatterea.thru thére, Who have no

dhance at school or reading matter. One famlly 35

miles from the railroad has three girls starvfﬁg for
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rea&iﬂg matter and all the school they-get is'ffdmw
their mo ther. JCould you make it possible for tHese girls
toﬂget“Baaééf“ |

The State Library Commission has begri;' in operation
for 35 years. 1t has helped to establish local libraries,
until they now number about 127. Bugll have some
1nterest1ng figures which are ratner aétonﬂshlna. The

in Minnesota

total population/served by punlicﬁlibraries is 1,530,562,
but those not éerved numbey 1,033,391, And this number
of over 1,000,000 pe0ple-is"pfactica11y all rural popu-
lation without 1ibraryrservice except that given through
the small travelling'iibrary (2ll honor to it) and the
rural school 1ibraﬁies. In other words, appalling as it
sounds to srj,tﬁat forty million people in the United
States a _ ﬁét served with libraries, 'that is only 35%
of thewhole population, and our percentage of 40% is
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w,;éhiﬂgﬁe naturally turn to a €onsideration of Ehe;mbst
interesting library development of récent years, the
County Library movement, with 1tﬁj§flll further  develop-
ment into a Regional Library. Ou;;i;;h;lizwgﬁcounties

to tax themselves for a county library; it allows a

town library to make a contract with the county, or

with adjoining counties, or with school districts. It
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is a co-operative method to cover more territory with
an organized service. We can define it best perhaps
by saying that it is a public library for a county,
under one administrative head. t works like a city
library with its system of branches, school libraries,
and delivery system. The branches in the county would

be in each little village or cross-roads center, in each
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rural school, and often with direct service.// It succeeds
in furnishing service in proportion as it has sufficient

funds,
(Tell about the start of Hennepin County System.)

Here in your-ewn-region, Mrs. Halgrim of Thief
River Falls, has found a way to serve 36 schools in
Pennington County by pooling the money that the schools
spend for books into one big collection which can be
kept circulating, so that each school has instea&.of its
own little collection, the use in turn of the whole joint
collection. ©She has persuaded her County Commissioners
to appropriate $625.00 for county service. If times are
good Pennington will blossom into a full county system.
Noé“it“weuldhbelpossible under the law for Red Lake

County to join Penningﬁdﬁ”ahéﬁmgke an even better joint

propogition. Would it not be possible to'develop Crookston
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ae the center of a good coﬁnty system for Polk County?
There are already 249 outside borrowers. It just depeﬁds
upon how badly the people of Polk Cdunty want it, after
they know that such a plan could be worked out. I be-
lieve that people should<be informed and then that
leadership should come from the people. The Gdunty

superintendents,” the school P.T.A.'s, the Farmers!

organization/might combine in their efforts to establish

such a coﬁnty system. You will find the librarians more
aqxious than any one else to give an enlarged servisé§
kAnd now I will close with my own dream. Books are
such necessary tools to education and self-development,
that I look forward to the time when they will flowleasily
from the big libraries to the smaller ones, and into the
country through county or regional libraries, so that any
one needing a book can get it freely from anywhere in the
State or perhaps adjoining states. It cannot be done now
because each locality pays for its own local service.
But suppose that part of the support came from the State,
and that in turn the federal government assisted the
State, then this wider use of books from the larger
collections could be accomplished, for the expense

would be distributed. Some time it may come. We plan
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the far look shead. It is tl
profession. Not to such people as you
do we need to prove the vitality,
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ospel of books, or the need which every comm
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There are mighty social forces at work today. e
Hone of us know what will happen from week to week,
We feel that we are living on a volcano that may
erupt at any time, Changes are all about us, and may

become more revqlutionary than we draam. ,‘-?e cannot tell,
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g But there are some things that da not change, and
that have not changed in our march down the centuries,
Humen pature and the needs of human beings have not
changed, nor has the value of books and the value of
an education changed, It is with these unchangeable
things and their relation to each other that we
1ibrarians deal. Other values are changing; material
possessions are uncertain, the distribution of wealth
is fluctuating, Every business and profession is
undergoing strain and stress, But the ﬁlﬁdmntal
needs of men and women for opportunities of growth

it are unchanged, A tremendous

responsibility rests upon all of the educational
forces to supply the opportunities for men and women

to fit themselves for the new conditions in which

they must live,

You and I know that ignorance has always been a
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menace to civilization. The world progresses by
ideas, by thiaking. and we are going to work out a

mw world society. not with arms, but with bmins. e
In tl:e ’pe;;t {peoj;le h;évs ﬁéenl afrafid féf M it *
All through the centuries they have been afraid of J
great minds that ventured out upon new ideas,--
Sophocles, Jesus Christ, Galileo. But we no longer

burn men at the stake because they have proclaimed

the truth, This scientific age has brought ébout a
desire to know truth and to share truth, As we lock

into the future pregnant with possibilities, we kmow

that men and women must dearn to think and to read

and to gtudy 1f they are going to be prepared for

the possibilities that are just ahead, We pick up

book after book with prophecies of & new world withia

our reach if men dare to grasp it. Science and
technology have prepared the setting for the most
majestic civilization that the world has ever seen.
Will men be able to fit themselves into it, will
they be equal to forming new political relationships,
new economics, new social conditicons to match the

new inventions and discoveries of the scientific

world? The fundamental need is for us to be prepared
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for participation in this changed and changing world,

The present difficulty is that changes all over
the world are coming so rapidly that the comron people
haven't had time to keep up with them, They are per-
plexed and bewildered, Take for instance, the
problem of government, Popular govermment is facing
a trial, with many countries turning to dictators,
because progress can move no faster than mass intelli-
gence which makes public opinion. Take our inter-
national problems: there might be a tidal wave of
peace and understanding if it were not for unianformed

public opinion, which lets the "unseen assassins®

r\.

preaéh/l‘armies and navies, And as to our social

troubles, I would like to quote from Deam Ford of the
in a recent address
University of Minnesota who seid/ that "our present
civilization will acecept the newest in science without
question but the most timid suggestion of social and
political readjustments is rejected. Chicago opens
the gatees of the Century of Progress by a beam from
Arcturus through the magic of a photo-elestric cell,
At the same time her schools are poverty stric}mn
through municipal mismensgement and curruptiom, Our

President's voice was heard through the radio by a
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whole nation a few evenings ago, a marvelous
thing that; but he is besieged by hungfy office
seekers wholly untrained and unﬁ.t. for the govern-
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the dark ages in the most enliszhtened scientific
period of the world. What alout our mounting crime
records, our industrial conditions, our sweat shops and
child labor? What about our methods of enforcing law,
our racial antipathies and injustices, our conscience-
less race for wealth? Science is furnishing us with
untold conveniences and satisfactions of life., But
after all,it is humenity and not science that deter-
mines our civilization,-~ men, not machines., We have
yet to learn the art of living together, The inter-
dependence and social relations of men and not the
gifts of science will set the course of the new social
order which we with other institutions are trying to
direct. It will be directed by men who read and think
and MM o) L "K“'\_f"‘ o Lot -

Yes, the fundamental need of society inthis re-
building process of today is for men and women who

read and s tudy and think., This is the objective as 1
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growing movement which we call Adult Educati z}p
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We cannot look at the socidl neseds today and not ?,v
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realize the deep significance of the movement, Out "f
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of the social body must come the recomstruction of 0%
- society from the common people mmst come the leaders
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&nd this 1s the point toward which I am heading,

Libraries are a basic agency in this movement, In
the process of education and re-education, re-adjust-
'meat. and vocational preparation, books, those price-
less tools, books, together with those who intellie.
gently collect and administsr them, will have a
large and important part, whether we serve independent-
ly or as the working partner of other agencies. We
cannot be 11b:‘arliana, as 1 concelve of the responsi-
bilﬁiesof librarianship, without helping this move-
ment to the limit of our resources and persomal in-
fluence,

As 1 have watched the throngs of men and women
in our reading rooms, I have thought not so much of
the leisure time which they were.trying to fill as

of the habits of reading and thinking which were fitting
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thazn_, whether they realized it or mot, to adjust
themselves to mew situations. This opportunity to
read and study is beyond price, and this opportunity
together with constant personal guidance is what we
contribute, It is an absolutely indispensable service
which no other agency but libraries can contribute.
Books and an understanding librarian who can fit the
booksto the level of understanding of the individual
patron is the finest possible school.

1 wént to enmphasize over and over again the
importance of the librarian in this particulay task.
Most people wholwant to learn, and this applies
equally to most college people as well as to poorly
educated oneg, do not know what books to choose. We
have estimated in our Library that eighty or ninety
per cent. of the people who come to us do not know
what they want. They need help ih looking up infor-
mation; they need help in choosing something to read
Just for pleasure; they must have help in planning a
reading course, All of us have been doing more or less
of this type of work always, but as the greater need
has developed, so we nmust intensify our work along

this line £
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In our own Library, we now have three readers!
advisers where we had one, and they are so busy
working out reading courses that they are far

behind the requests. Every other special department

is co~operating and doing much of this special
advisory work. 1Im our hospital service we are
watbhing the needs of patimnts who are able to study,
and every Wednesday Jjust before the truck makes the
hospital deliveries I see our eight hospital assis-
tants through the stacks hunting up references and
consulting with special departments, so that bedridden
people may use t;.heir unwelcome leisure to some purpose.
In our fifty or so business house libraries, we en-
courage every group of employees who eXpress any

desire to form a study group and as far as possible

gsee that they get the right books, Under the new
plan of Federal relief work, we hope to push this work
in factories and business housesl mach farther.

A week or so ago I visited our city workhouse to
arrange for a small library and plenty of magazines.
There were four hundred or five hundred men locked in
their cells at five o'clock who might just as well
be having some kind of adult education classes at
night instead of the deadly monotony of a long

evening in a locked cell. We think we may have
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the benefit of some teachers umder the Federal
Relief Plan for Adult Bducation. Our University
Extension classes have entered the Sgate Prison

and recently an art teacher told me that her

clagses in prison were the most intellizemt and
interesting of any that she had, Our prisoa has

an éxcellent library and an intelligent prison
librarian under the supervision of a trained librarian
of our State Board of Control. There seems to be no
end to our opportunities in and out of our libraries,
and oppdrtunity makes responsibility.

We all know that the imcreased demand wpon our
resources is beyond parallel im the history of
l4braries. Professor Beard poimts out that this
economic crisis differs from all others inm that it
has led men and women to gerious thinking and sc %o
serious reading. Professor Fosdick suggests that this
crisis mey mark a revival of learning. We may easily
believe that this revival of learning is already on
its way. We are not seeking to promote Adult Educa-
tiom without response. There is a new eagerness for
knowledge. Our own Aibrary has had an iaflux of 45,000
new borrowers,-- 45,000 people who had never used the

Library, 0Dow mepy more there are who use our reading



rooms without being registered we do not know, but
the reading rooms are crowded. Mr. Milam, Seoretary
of the American Library Assoclation, estimates that
between four and five million new readers have used
libraries during the depression.

But now let us turn to another phase of our
1ibrary problem and of Adult Education. Mr, NMilam
also reports that forty millions of people in the
United States are without access to libraries, Some
of these are in my state; some are in yours., There
is not anything which can be sald of the value of
free libraries to the ¢ity dweller that does not
apply equally well to ecitizenms in rural districts,
Books are just as indispensable; The times are Just
as hard for the farmer and probably more so., He
needs just as much enlightenment on world problems
and domestic affairs., He feels the same discourage-
ment and unrest. He has leisure time and fewer oppor-
tunities for inexpensive recreation, Whatever
librarias can contribute to the enrichment of life
in cities, to the educstion of children and especially

adults, and to the use of leisure time, that much and
more could they contribute to those in isclated

plages.
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Here is a recent letter from Northern Minnesota
and it is typical of many others which come from
Dakota and Hpntana and probably typical of many which
you have received: "Would you please tell me whether we
may receive discarded books from your library. We
live forty miles from the nearest library and so we
are unable to secure books. My brother is an invalid
Just now and would appreciate some." Can any one
doubt the pleasure which even worn out copies would
bring to thousands of families liks this?

Of course it is true that improvement of rural
life is one of the major problems before the country:;
the rural school is one of the weakest spots im the
educational world and the rural school library which
might be made a commmunity library is one of the most
vital of rural life problems., How can a child be equipped
for citigenship, for community life, for the use of
leisure time, who has not had any books to read or who
has not learned to read with understanding? We be-

lieve witﬁh 811 the enthusiasm we have that the

equalization of opportunity for library service is

the largest problem before us, and mst be solved,

That forty million who have no access to libraries,
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whether in city or country, are the very people
whom we need to reach inour Agult Education program,
It is our responsibility and will remain our respon- |
eibility, especially in our own states, until we can
know that each little child im a rural school can tuck
a good book under his arm as he goes home from school,
until we know that in every village and country dis-
trict the family can gather around the fire with their
books as we ourselves love to do.

We are sure that some states are under iay. that
others are getting under way, and that it can be done
if we keep at it long enough and diligently enough,

It may mean that we must get new library legislation
or that we work what machinery we already have.

The most successful solutions have been made
through State Library Commissions, These have
developed library consciousness throughout the state.

They have stimulated towmspeople to establish local

libraries and have helped them to organize and to

select their books; they have usually had a system of
carefully chosen traveling libraries. Little villages
can borrow these; farming commnities and rural

schools can borrow them, study clubs can borrow

package libraries on the subject they are studying,




- lie
and individuals can borrow for their personal
reading. This makes extemsion classes and study
groups possible,

We have had for thirty-three years such a
Commission in Mimnesota, and I know of mothing more
interesting than the daily mail of this office from
rural clubs, from P, T, A, groups, from stranded
families miles from railroads, You and I can
scarcely know what it means to live in that sort
of isolation. But if our imesgination is good, we
can guess what a godsend it would be to us to
receive a package of books for the long winters in
the wilds of Minnesota or Colorado. We are inclined
to believe that the traveling library, selected and
administered by trained people, will continue for
many years as the most economical and practical
method of reaching the small and scattered communi-
ties. It is a flexible method, and can adapt it-
self to any project of University Extension, or Farmers'
Institutes, or small study groups. '

The Minnesota Library 'Gomnisslon later grew

into a Division of the State Department of Education.

With wus, the coBmtion has been a happy marriage.
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It has not changed in any particular the function
or activities of the Library group; it has about the
same independence that it had before, but it has
added to its task the supervision of the school
libraries, The Library Division prepares the
elementary and high school lists from which schools
nust buy if they are to have the State Library Ald
for schools, It is interesting, I think, that the
rules of the Board expressly state that the State
Library Ald cannot be used for text-books or supple-
mentary readers, the objesct being to form libraries
for children to enjoy. Our law also provides that
School Boards may enter inf.o contract with Public
Library Boards to maks the school library 2 branch
of the public library, a plan which we have worked
out ,a8 extensively as funds would allow, between
the Minneapolis Library and the public schools.

But as I did not mean to side-track on the
subject of school libraries, we will retura to our
problem of books for rural people. The most
interesting library development of recent years is
the County Library movement. This is an effort to

do better and more intensive work for rural com-

minities than can be done by the Traveling Library
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plan, As its name suggests, it covers the county
or several counties, and is supported by them,
It is successful and effective to Just thé degree
that 1t has money to function with, and its possi-
bilities are very great.

At the risk of overworking the personal promoun,
I would 1like to outlime the work in our Gounty. The
County Commissioners have made a contract with the
Minneapolis Library,as the = dministrative agency of the
County, and have levied a mill tax to carry the expense
of carrying on a county library system. The Minneapolis
Library is open to County residents; they may have a
card and draw books directly or they may send in
requests through the County branch, The best part
of our County system is the live and enthusiastic
librarian who directs it. She knows every one in
the County; every teacher and child waits with
anticipation for her visits. It would not be the
success that it 'is if she were not so competent and
so friendly.

The syatem has developed in Jjust the same way
that a city system develops. 1t is a public library

with a central collection and a system of branches,




o
stations, school libraries, and a delivery system,
All of the expenses, both for the Central head-
quarters and esch of the branches is paid from the
County Library Fund, There are now branch libraries

in the 21 villages and consolidated schools, each

with a pleasant reading room, a well selected col-_

lection of books and sn experienced local librarian,
Some are open every day and some but two or three
days a week, There are 14 stations in crossroads
stores, town halls, or even private homes., Besides
these there are collections in the 89 rural schools
of the County. The book truck containing 500 books
on inside shelving visits every point once a month,
rain or shine, good roads or muddy, changing the
books in the schools, carrying new books to branches
and bringing back those no longer needed. On the
way about the truck stops at private homes: 285
families have regulay monthly service. For fear
some one will be missed we have a parcel post
service, We believe we are reaching in one way or
another every rural group and nearly all rural
families, We feel sure that the County is getting
Just as complete a service outside of Minneapolis

as within,
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How these country folk are prepared for adult

education, Their taste, when they have access bo
books, is just as broad and varied as that of city
people. They want books on cars and farm machinery
and inseeticides, but they also are interested in
history and goverament. lmbers of groups of

young mothe:rs organized last winter for child study;
anotheyr organigzed to study peace questions, Rural
F, T. A.'s and rural churches use books for their
social programs, The County Agent, County Superin-
tendent of Schools, and our County Library Director
keep closely ia touch with each other for all County
activities. . One librariaﬁ reports that many people
in her neighborhood have followed up the reading
courses in the Readine with & Purpose geries. 7This
lzst spring the County Librarian had a talk with
the senlior clagses in the County high schools, and
as a result, reading courases were worked out for a
pumbsr of yoang people and the necessary books for

these courses placed in their community branch.

On the whole, Minnesota has been fairly well
prepared to take on the Federal Relief Work plan

for Adul% Education. It is already under way in
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Minneapolis aund is pushing farther and farther
out into the rural sections. Onme of the best
planned projects is in the County including the
Iron Bange section. And so I come back to re-
iterate that we have a responsibility to our
state in relation to the opportunities which it
offers to all, not a part, of its citizens., In
this crisis when the Feddral Government is seeing
the necessity of educating ites adult citizens and
1s'tak1ng steps through the state organizations to
eéncourage such education, surely every state should
welcome the chance to organize for such service.
Perhaps we ourselves need a new vision as we
face into larger and far reaching movements, I
believe that it will take something more than brains
or books to recomstruct our social relations. They
mist be rebullt on the recognition of our personal
interdependence. Civilizaticn cannot be built on
selfishness and greed. The ome increasing purpose
that runs through all efforts to build 2 new
civilization is goodwill among men, a co-ordination

of individual interests for the good of the whole.
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James Truslow Adams,in his Epic of America, says
that our contribution “lies not in the field of
science or religion or literature or art, but in
the creation of what he calls the American dreame-
a vision of a society in which the lot of the
common man will be made easier and his life entiched
and ennobled.” The objective of ocur work is to
bring to men through the agency of books a stimulus
to their mental and spiritual energies and to en-

rich the content of their lives.

We have just now an umparalleled opportuntity

to inspire men and women, Feople need a new vision
of life, These times have found them sadly enough
without inner resources. They have counted their
happiness by the abundance of things which they
possessed and now they are indeed inpoverished.
It 1s one of our great privileges to help them to
find some of the essential meanings of life and %o
put them into contact with the fimer things that
will strengthen their moral fibre.

Yoﬁ can afford to spend and be spent fow what
Mr. Adams calls "the American dream."

I notice that my subject reads "Retrospect and




Prospects.” I haven't imdulged in mmch retrospect.

1 am more interested as I believe you are in
prospects. Dr. Coffmen of the University of Mimnesota
in his report to the Regents last fall said that
every depression has been followed by a great
educational awakening, and he proved it by illustra-
tions, As this depresscion has been greater tham any
other, can we not hope for a greater awakening than
ever? We stand, as 1 believe, facing a new dawn,

Each of us will do without disheartenment all that

we can to prepare men for it., Who else could do our
work if we didn't? The only reason for looking backe
ward is to help us to look forward more imtelligently.
We plan today with the far look ahead, It is the spirit

of our preofession,
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LIBRARIES AND RURAL LIFE

Tﬁe library of today is a great socisl force, Never
have libraries been so much used by the common men seeking
information or by the unemployed men seeking beth informa-
tion and entertainment and escape. Increased service at
every point is the experience of all librarians, The

-5

amounting in some cities to a 50% increase.

!

™

Professor Beard has vointed out that this economic
crisis differs from others in that it has led men and

women to serious thinking. And this leads to serious

Ol

reading.

Mr. Foedick suggests that this crisis may mark a
revival of learning. If the kind of reading which is
going on in 1 ibraries today is an indication, then the
revival of learning is already on its way,

Not only do scholars like Mr, Fosdick and Professor
Beard stress this new eagerness for knowledge as indica-
téd in the demand upon libraries, but our big metropolitan
dailies have been expressing a new interest in what is going
on in libraries., The Los Angeles Times recently remarked,
"It would appear from the increased and practical use of

libraries in these difficult times that the public library

may no longer be deemed a luxury, but a public utility."
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From the Richmond Times-Dispatch we quote, "Few of us
realize how important the public libraries have become,

It is one of the great boons to modera civilization that

books have been made available to the masses of the people.”

: | e b i - £ L.
(‘. ik . 0 P T ¥ e’ s s

Librarians who are on the firing line, hearing tragic

tales and attempting to find the right book to fit the
particular personal need, know that sociologists are right
when they say that reading keeps many people sane, Mr,
Frank J. Bruno, Professor of Sociology at Washington
University, St. Louis, writes, "I have been very much
interested in recent reports as to the phenomenal increase
in the use of libraries due to unemployment, This is a
fact of significant social import., The rapid increase 1in
suicides is startling, but the reason that there are not
more actual riots at present may well be due to sg@h in-
fluences as public libraries in maintaining the morale of
the unemployed.®

Public men and statesmen are also commenting on the

AT I

value of the library, Stuart Chase recently declared

M

that no group of workers in the whole community life of
America is more strategically located or can do more

valiant service in promoting constructive leisure than

librarians.
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Mr, Newton Bgker has expressed himself most
emphatically 2e¢ followss #In times like these the
services of a public library are simply indispensable if
we are not to start a relentless march backward toward
barbarism. Not only is the library a place of comfort
and relaxatioﬁx? weary and depressed people but it is the
mine of knowledge necessary for the use of the citizen
who is going to take an intelligent part in the discussion
and determination of public affaire, If the librariesof
the country were closed tomorrow the average intelligence
of the citizens would recede to a point which I cannot
predict.”

These and thousands of other statements about the
value of reading and the benefit of free books indicate the
growing place of free libraries in the educational scheme

of today. But not anything which can be saiddf their

value to the city dweller but would eapply equl@y_well to

/r’ Mo & ,9.‘ '(/\.4:/ ! .'- 7.4 ";.-J-- 7 d. U Fig @ ¥ &1L 5t gl ot

the ‘citizens in rural distriété.ﬂ The times are Jjus

as difficult for the farmer and probably more so., He
needs just 2s much enlightenment on world problems and
domestic affairs., He feels the same discouragement and
anrest, He has leisure time and fewer opportunities for

jnexpensive recreation; and after all the problem for

both city and countiry may boil down to the fruitful use
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of leisure. If Mr. Baker is correct in saying that
"1f the libraries of the country were closed tomorrow
the average intelligence of the citizen would recede®

what would he say of the general situation in rural

/'x
districts where there have never been opportunities for
reading? Whatever libraries can contribute to the en-
richment of life in cities, to the education of children
and especially adults, and to the use of leisure time,
they

that much and more dﬁould 3% contribute to those in

isolated places,

Let me quote a letter typical of many which the city

librarian receives, This one comes from Northern
Minnesota and meny others come from Dakota and Montanas
"Would you please tell me whether we may receive dis-
cerded books from the library. We live forty miles from
the nearest library and so we are unabile to secure books.
¥y brother is an invalid just now and would appreciate
some.” Can any one doubt the pleasure which even worn
out copies would bring to tbousanﬁs of families like this,
At present the weakest spot in American library
growth is this undeveloped field in the rural éistricts,
We are not blind to it. We believe with all the enthu-
siasm we have that the eggg}i;apiqn of oprortunity for

library service is the largest problem before us, and

mast be solved.,
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It is not a new problem of today but itihas been

much intensified by the Adult Education movement,
wpaeed it -would be. dlfficult for any e ﬂucatzonal | |
il ,f i A ‘.: ) ) } : Al v e :""i'ﬁ'..“*':"‘:."‘T'-;wnr»""} -
project-to-sueceed without—access to books. fha :aat{égfgg_,;‘
successful solution of the problem has been made through
the State Library Commissions existing in most states of
the Union. The State Library Commission has developed a

library consciousness over ag wide &x area seible,

It has stimulated townspeople to establish local
libraries and helped them to organize and select their books,
and inspired them to the greatest usefulness possible,
Probably many of Mr. Carnegie's little library buildings
would be dead losses, if these State agencies had not
been in existence to turn the loss to gain, But their
great contribution to the rural districts was and is the
X
Travelling Library. 'Rittle villages too small to support
a local library can borrow a travelling library. Farming
communities can borrow them, and so can rural schools,
Sﬁudy clubs can borrow packasge libraries on the subject
they are studying, and indivuduals can borrow for thelr

personal reading. This makes extension classes and s tudy

groups possible, New groups are constantly added,

- - i &
Here are some recent reguests to our Minnesota

Library Division which illustrate concretely the various
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groups which write for books:
"Dear Sirs: I represent the ___ P. T, A., a
country school P, T. A, 0 We wish to know if
we could get a travelling librery and what
it would cost us."
Another from a school teachers:
"I am teaching in & rural school where there is
almost no library. Will you please tell me what
I can get from you."
Here is one from a club:
"We are a rural club of 22 members and our families
and we are interested in getting one of your
travelling libraries.”
This particular method of getting books to small groups
is about the only way one could provide them, Books are
carefully selected by expert librarians and can be used over
and over again in different communities, Here is a letter
to pull books right off their shelves. It came in Octolker
from a far northern point:
"I understand we could get discarded bocks from
you guite reasonably. North of here is a rich
country 60 or more miles across. There are a few

families scattered thru there who have no chance at

school or reading matter, One family 35 miles from
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the railroad has three girls starving for
reading mgtter and all the school they get is
from their mother, Could you make it possible
for these girls to get books?"

fou and I can scarcely know what it means to live in that

0

sort of isolation, but we can imagine the new world that

came to that family in that box of books.

joy and recreation of country residents, Reaching far out

~«

beyond any place that extension work is likely to go,
serving many groups who are not prepared for any formal
courses, these carefully selected groups of books travel
about the state to any one who applies for them,

We are inclined to believe that the travelling library
system conducted by expert and sympathetic librariasns will
continue for many years to be the most economical and
practical method of reaching rural echools and communities,
especially here in the Northwest, It is a flexible method
and can adept itself to any project carried on by the

University Extension or the Agricultural Department or

Farmers'! Institutes or Federated Clubs.
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We come now to the most interesting library
development of recent yezrs, the County Library movement,
It is an effort to do better and more intensive work in
rural communities than can be done by the Travelling
librery. As its name suggests, it covers the county as its
field and is supported by the county. It is successful to
just the degree that it has money to function with, but its
possibllities are very great, We cen define it best per-
haps by saying that it is a public library for a county.
It works like a city library with a central collection and
its system of branches, steations, school libraries, and
delivery system. If it is adequately supported, it gives
just as good service to this large unit as a city library

does tc the city,

The laws allowing the establishment of county li-

braries very somewhat in the different states, but the
plan is functioning to some extent in 35 statves, It is
most fully developed in California where a large number
of counties have fully developed independent systems,

In such cities as Portland, Oregon, and Cincinnati, Ohio,
the city library is supported by both city and county
taxes and becomes thereby a county library, serving both

urban and rural groups.
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In this State,which is similar to numbers of other
states, the law allows county libraries to be estab-
lished in one of two different ways., The County Board
can levy a tax and establish an independent county
librery system, or the Board can maske a contract with a
strong town or city library as the sdministrative egency
and levy a tax to carry the expense of distributing book
service through the county.

In Hennepin County, the Commissioners have made @

-

contract with the Minneapolis Library and have levied a
mill tax to support a2 county system. The Minneapolis
Library opens its resources to county residents, They
may have & Library card and draw books directly or they
may send in requests through a county branch,

The system has been developed in just the same way

that our city system has been developed. There is now a

branch library in every one of 21 villages or consolidated
schools., Each of these occupies a pleasant reading room,
has a well selected collection of books, and is directed
by an experienced local librerian. Some of these branches
are open every day, some of them but two or three days

s week., There are also 14 stations in cross-road stores,

town halls, or even in private homes, Besidaes these, we

have placed collections in everyme of the 89 rural school
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buildings. So we carry on a system of branches, stations,
and school libraries, Then, too, we have a delivery
system, The book truck, containing 500 books on inside
shelving, visits every point at least once a month, rain
or shine, chenging the books in the school btuilding, carry-
ing out new books to the branches, bringing in those no
longer wanted or those that need binding. On the way,
about to the 124 distribution points, the truck stops at

private houses to serve rural families too far from a
regular branch; 285 families have regular service, We
believe we are reaching,in one way or another, every
rural group and nearly all rural families in this county
and perheps the fringes of the bordering counties, A
large central collection has been built up; teachers come
in regularly every Saturday to choose additional books
for special projects, from the central collection.

For fear some one will be missed or some one will
fail to get a book on time for some entertainment or

specch, we have a parcel post service. Any one may

telephone in from his home or from a schocl or branch,

and the book wanted will be miled, We are sure that
the people of this county are getting just as complete
More and

a service outside of Minneapolis as within,

more people are reading and studying, The circulation
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has grown from 92,000 in 1922 to 511,000 in 1932, and
the end is not yet.

Now the country folk in this county are prepared
for adult education. Their tastes in reading are just
as broad and Jjust as varied as city people's, when they
have access to books. It is most interesting to see
these tastes express themselves, as gradually they learn
the resources which the library furnishes, hey can

on how
borrow booksfto repair their cars and farm machinery or

deg and

el

build their barns. They get books ﬁn\inéecﬁic
spraying, on soils, on raising goats and rabbits. But at
the same time these farmers more than the villagers are
interested in history, and government, Numbers of groups
of young mothers meet to study child psychology and care
of children, One group has organized to study peace

gquestions; in another village is a local garden club, Rural

3
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P, T. A,'s and rural churches use the books for their soci
programs, One librarian reports that many people in her
neighborhood have followed up the reading courses in the

Readigg with'a;?urggge gseries,

Before the depression dropped like & wet blankel upon
us ,the county library plan was rapidly growing through

the country., In the South, eleven countiecs were 0€ing
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used as demonstration centers. In Iowa one county was
used as a demonstration experiment for one year, We
wish you could listen, as we did, to the report of one
mother who was in charge of a neighborhood stations She
recounted the effect it had on different families, the
pleasure to men, women, and children. It was a transfor-
mation ¢ f interests, They hoped it was a permanent
addition to their lives, but the County Commissioners would
not take over its support and sc¢ this wonderful response
to books gave way to & gquite heart-breaking disappointment.
Nothing that 1 have ever heard so convinced me of the
enrichment which books can give to life, especially to a

poor and struggling rurzal community, as the ta of this

a withdrawn county library.

not established before this crisis

for some time to induce county o iazls to ta2x them-
selves for library purposes,- a subject which they cannot
understand and with which they often have no sympathy.

But it seems to me that libraries are the first

thing to be considered by this group. Before rural schools

can function there mmst be books; preceding all efforts
with study groups or extension classes, there must be

books., Books are essential and the wider their distribution




the more rapid will be self-education and the re

w
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o efforts at adult education., Not to such people as
you, do we need to prove the vitality, the peower, the

gospel of books.




TENTATIVE PROGRAM OF THE
ADULT EDUCATION CONVENTIONS
Minneapolis, Minnesota
February 27 - March 2, 1933

FIR3T SBS3IO0N

PLACE: Citizens Aid Building, Lecture Room Monday
ADULT ZDUCATION, CIVIL S3IRVICE AND GOVIRNMENT February 27
Dre Ls J« O'Rourke, Director, Personnel Research, U. 8. Civil 2:00 p.m
service Commission, ‘Jashington, D.C.

UNEMPLOYMENT AND MORALE
James Tdward Rogers, Director, Natienal Recreation Association, New York City

Discussion led by A. V. Castle, Director, Extension, Harrisburg, Pa.
22

Dinner lfeeting

Monday
February 27
D330 (Dylte

PLACE: Moorish Room, West Hotel
Greetings:; Mary L. Guyton, President, Department of Adult
Education, National Education Association
Carroll R. Reed, Superintendent of 3chools, Minneapolis
Dr. Joseph Rosier, President, National BEducation Asseciation
Ray Fife, President, American Vocational Asseciation
H. B, Gough, President, Minnesota Council for Adult Education
ADDRESS ¢y THE ORGANIZED UNEMPLOYED, INCORPORATED
Dre George lMecklenburg
Entertainment: Russian Choir, a Capella; Russian dancers; balalaika orchestira

SZCOND SESSION

e S A

Symposium

PLACE: Church of the Redeemer Tuesday
ENRICHMENT OF AMERICAN RURAL LIFE - February <8
Superintendent Carroll R, Reed, lMinneapolis - 2:00 pem.

Superintendent Arthur Lampe, 8te. Louis County, Duluth
Professor Wo H. Stacey, Iowa Extension Service, Icwa University

Director Richard H, Price, Extension Department, University of Minnesota

Mrse Hugh Bradford, President, National Congress of Parent-Teacher Associations
" Gratia Countrymen, Librarian, lMinneapolis

Je E., Rogers, National Recreation Assocliation, New York City

Oscar M. Sullivan, President, National Rehgbilitation Asseociation

Visitation

A program of visitation of Minneapolis evening school wlasses for Tuesday
acults is being planned by Katherine M. Kohler, Extension Director, February &8
Minneapolis. 7330 pem.
TAIRD 353310
PLACE: Citizens Aid Building, Lecture Room Wedne sday
Discussion based on observation of Minneapolis evening classes March 1
Led by Walter .i. Anderson, Assistant in Curriculum 2300 Dellts

Construction, Minneapolis
AN EXPERIMENT IN ADULT EDUCATION TRAINING FOR THE UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE
NEW YORK CITY CONTINUATION SCHOOLS
Caroline Whipple, Supervisor of Adult Education, Albany, New York
FOURTH SESSION

e ——

Thursday

PLACE; Citizens Aid Building, Lecture Room
March 2

ADULT EDUCATION UNDER PUBLIC AUSPIC=S
Lewis A. Alderman, Specialist in Adult Education, United 2;00 p,.m,
States Bureau of FEducation, Washington, D.C. '

Discussion led by Marguerite Burnett, Adult Education Director,

Wilmington, Delaware .
(Important -business to be discussed and suggestions offered for the annual meeting
at Chicago, July, 1933,)




CONFFRENCE: State & County Supervisors of Rural \Schools.
qf the Midwestern States. S —

Better Supervision of Rural Schools:
Contributions of County Libraries.

: TEAR e NGRS

America has been wasteful of all of her resources:
both natural resources and human life and @alth, and
we may add)of human brains and abilities. We are
talking much of conservation of natural resources.
Public Health Services are prolonging life and pro-
tecting health. And of late years, we are taking
preventive measures against the appalling amount of
filliteracy. Both schools and libraries are thoroughly
awake to the need of better school opportunities in
the hitherto neglected spots,and of free access to good
books.

School authorities are studying methods of teaching,
school equipment and buildings, text-books and teacher
training. Library authorities have made constant and
intensive study of children's literature, the fitness of
individual titles to individual children, to the methods
of stimulating interest in reading, and to the best way
of conducting libraries for the benefit of the readers.

In spite of the five million illiterates, in spite

of the figures issued by the American Library Associa-

tion that fifty million people, or 46% of our popula-

tion, are still without library service, and that more
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than 50% of those within reach of libraries do not use
them, we who are in the active field believe that by
our co-operation, our whole-hearted, friendly, co-opera-
tion, we shall make great inroads on these discouraging
figures.

The improvement of rural life is one of the major
problems before our country. In the educational world,
the rural school is the weakest spot. One aunthority
ststeslthat eleven million children;or nearly half of
the public school enrollment,are still going to school
in one and two room buildings, handicapped with poor
teachers, poor buildings, no books, and a pathetically
short period to get what training they can. &I believe
I will have your suppor£ in the statement that next to
supplying trained teachers, the greatest problem in the
rural school is the library problem. In fact it is one
of the mest vital of rural 1life problems. How can a
child be equipped for citizenship, for community life,
for the use of leisure time, who has not had any books,
or learned to read with any understanding? The love
and habit of reading is the chief thing a school can
give a child, and it camnot give the habit without some
kind of a school library. Generation after generation

in some localities has been growing up without learning
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to use books because they had none, and it is this
stone wall, "What was good enough for me is good
enough for my children,® together with the ingrained
habit of permriousness that opposes the district school
library. But to us, teachers and librarians, the school
library in every district school is a first necessity;
the right of these country children to participate in
all of the opportunities to become intelllgent citizens,

is a matter of justice. We cannot expect the best of

teachers to be able to pfepare class work or $o stim-
late the mental 1ife of her pupils without bocks. We all

grant that.

The problem which has long been recognized has been

how to get the books and how to supervise and care for

them. Local school trustees have been and still are

very loth to provide money for books, even with the

encouragement of outside aid. In sixteen states finan-

cial aid has been offered in varying amounts, and in

twelve states statutory provision is made for county

grants to rural schools. These funds are coudivioned

upon certain funds being appropriated locally, and upon

the selection of books from approved lists. So far as

it has gone, a certain amount has been accomplished, but
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experience h=s taught us that in the states where

most aid hse been given, school libraries have not

developed any very useful proportions. The books

- have not been selected with much regard to the

children's needs and they have not been taken care of.,
The old district school libraries, established with such
enthisiasm in New York fifty or so years ago falled
completely because, to gquote Mr, Dewey, they were too

widely dissipated and because there was no supervision.

The present state ald libraries are failing too because

there is no supervision to select or take care of them,
or to exchange them of ten enough to hold the childrenis
interest. A library is not a collection of books; it
ts & collection of books selected for definite reasons
and administered by some one who knows what is inside
of them and what service each one can do for the age and
needs of each child. And that is the job of a trained
person who appreciates the part that books must play in
education.

The problem of the rural school library is not
gsettled when the state or county provides a small
anmual grant and the trustees or parents provide another
small sum; it is not settled when a little bookcase

with & rew baoks, even well selected ones, is set up in

the scnool r~-a. When Mr. Carnegie gave a sum of money
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for a library building, he regquired a contimous

minimum amount for maintenance and care. So the
regularity and contimious support of the school
lidbrary with adequate supervision must be secured.
It is quite apparent to all of us who visit these
little schcolé that a great deal of money has been

wasted in the experiment which was so well-intentioned.

structor® of December, 1928, "Efficient library service
for rural schools will never become universal until
such service is compulsory, tax-supported, and ade-
quately superviged.®

After a somewhat circuitous route, I have arrived
at this problem of supervision of the rural school
library, and perhaps I may part company with some of
you, not on the principle involved, but on the method.,
Will you not congider with me the fitness of the
county library system to furnish the supervision, the
trained experience, and well-known zealousness of the
modern librarian, to co-oOperate with you in the develop-
ment of the rural school library. It is a rapidly

growing movement. At the begimning of this year all

but eight states (outside of New England) had enacted laws
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permitting the establishment of county libraries,

and bills are pending in some of these., In the

gstates that have lawe, Shere are many active county
campaigns going on and many county systems have been
in full operation with good taz appropriations for
some years. Last year apprOpriatigns were m:@e in

12 counties in 11 different states. J& seems tdl
provide the solution of the library problem for rural
districts. Just as a large city library provides a
syetem of branches and stations and school collections,
80 a county system establishes village libraries, rural
school 1libraries, and service to individual homes, and
furnishes trained supervision by a trained librarian.
Mr. Selke, in his book, recognizes the gounty as the
uni ¢t of supervision, saying that the administration of
the school libraries is an important part of the County
Superintendent's office, who shall charge collections
of books t0 each teacher, who shall return them to the
main office at the end of the school year. Perhaps Mr.
Selke had not experienced the working of a fully
developed county library system, but he describes tie

essential features of supervision and the care and

selection of books by an authorized official at a

central office.
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The Bounty Library asystem does this very thing, and

in addition serves the community needs and the scattered

homes throughout the district. /The money that supports

the district schools and the county system of libraries
comes from the same pocket. It is in a strategic posi-
tion to convert the parents to the need of books in the
school room. It serves the children all summer long
when the schools are closed,through the home gervice.
0 ,

ik%ith a good county library system, it would be a duplie
cation of effort and an economic waste t0 provide ancther

system 0f school library supervision with a separate

echool library collection of books. /

There is no reason why the school library in
each little district school should not be alsc the
community library;j;here could rarely be a more
convenient place for the village 1library than the
village scheoliﬁ The children,{mareov@r;:are the best
purveyors for the families who would not otherwise
use the bocks. Moreover, the school 1life of children
carmot and should not be separated from the home life.
The county librarian going from school to school and

from family tc family, comes to understand the home

life as well as the school life and is able t0 administer
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to the child book needs much better from knowing
his home background. 8She can help through the
ministry of books and her own sympathetic attitude
to introduce magazines and personally owned books
to the farm center table. She can comect books
with daily living and make the child realize that
books are not simply a part of school work and the -
preparation of lessons, but companions at home, Just
before school closed this spring, I took a trip with
our County Dirsctor around the school libraries to
talk with the teachers.: Atcevery place teachers and
children came out with armloads of books to exchange
for other armloads. Teachers said again and again
that thelir teaching had becomgﬁggrmuch more interesting
and valuable and that their curriculum had been much
enriched. I

In our County, there are 103 schools. Those in
villages are served by the County branch in that
village. Some are in consolidated schools and have a
well équigpgd county library branch, and 82 are in one
or two room.ungraded schools. In every one of these

ungraded schools are collections of well chosen and.

well-kept books in orderly bookcases. Fach of these
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gchools is visited once a month,at least seven or
eight times a year, (except a few which are on bad
roads in out-of-the-way districts which carmmot be
visited in bad weather.) When the County book truck
starts out twice each week, it is loaded with boxes
going to the County branches in the villages, to the
County deposit stations in 14 crossroads stores, and
carries in addition about 500 selected books for the
schools and for the homes along the way. Altogether,
the book truck visits each month twenty branches, 14
deposit stations, 80 schools, and 265 separate families.
At eesch school the Director talks over the selection of
books, recommending what seems to be the best for that
particular school. If the taacher needs special material
a note is made and the books are sent the next day by
parcel post. Saturdays are the busy days in the Central
County Library, for many teachers come in to choose
what they want from the general County collection.
Besides the books which are loaned from the County
collection, each school may have its own permament
collection from the State Aid funds. .Our County

Superintendent tells us that the great difficulty has

been that the rural school boards are alwgys short of
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money, and being mainly farmers who have few or no
books in their own homes, they see no rcason for

adding a book fund to the school expenses. However,
since the working out of the County Library system
quite a number of boards have changed their minds and
are appropriating the amount necessary to get the

State Aid fund.i In the case of the distri¢t schools,
this money has been used chiefly to buy reference tools
and supplementary material for school room use. At the
present time there is an average of 100 - 8500 county
books in each of the district schools, coming and
going according to seasonal needs, in addition to the
remnants of their old libraries and the permanent
collection which is gradually being built up. It is all
very flexible; the County Library Director working as
closely with the teachers as a School Superintendent
would do.  Just this week, our County Superintendaat,
who has guarded rather jealously the State Aid fund,
sdid to us that she was going to advise all the school
boards to turn over their State Aid funds to the County
fund so that all of the books would go through the
County Library office, so perfectly sold has she become

to the County Library supervision. She told us that

her only grievance was that the book truck could not
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visit the 80 or 90 schools oftener than once a month,
and could not stay long enough for the Director to
give the te&cﬁﬁrs and children longer talks on book
appreciation. We hope that sometime wé may be able
to do more along the line of story telling and book
appreciation.

But so far, we have been considering the rural
school. ) There are also village high schools and
consolidated country high schools. In each of these,
with two exceptions, we have built up a combimation
school and commnity libfaryh- usual ly housed in the
school building. Through a contract arrangement,
the school board turns over the State Ald fund and its
own corresponding fund to the county library fund.

The teachers make out lists of books which they want

to have in the school library‘and,;whether all of these

books are on the State list or not,}they'&re purchased
for the County school library. In addition they borrow

" from the County collection or the'Minnempoiis Library
whatever they need for special times or occasions.

We have yet to hear from any of the principals that

they did not have much more to gain than to lose through

the County administration of their high school iibraries.
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The school librarians are paid Jjointly by the
school board and County Library because they serve
both school and community. As county librarians
they attend the County Library institutes and get
the enthusiasm and broader viewpoints of the public
librarians. They are helped by the County Director
to work out details and to catalog their material.
If the librarian has not had the opportunity of
training, which sometimes happens, she is brought in
to the Minneapolis Library and given such training
as Will help her particular Work.

It is(always A fortunte thing \when the County
system is comnected with a big city library as it is
in many counties. In,ﬁinnéaﬁoiis; the dounty Conme-
missioners levy a mne mill tax, as a County library
fund. This fund, through a contract with the
Mimmeapo lis Library Board is placed under the adminis-
tration of the City Librarian. The Minneapolis
Library loans books to all residents of the County,
It furnishes space for the County office and book
collection. The Ccuﬁty teachers who come in and out
of the building every Saturday may borrow from the city

from
collection as well as/the County collection. A County
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escher may borrow le ntwrn slides, photographs,
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plays and arrange the scheme of costuming in the

e

Art Room; she may borrow music for a school entere

tainment. The County Director constantly re-enforces

her collection by temporary loane from the city col-

lection. It can herdly be couceived that in any other

way could these rural schools in Hemnepin County have

the variet)

and wealth of material which they are now

getting. All because there is a County Library
tration of all the library work in the County morking
#ith & fine aspirit of co~operation with the school
Hp@@ple.;“
There are yet meny things to be worked ocuts
funds are not sufficient; there are not encugh books;
there are not enough trained librarians; there are not
enough people at the headquarters, but all in all, the
country schools sre surely getting more books and better
personal asslstance and more teained service through

this County plan which serves the whole County, than they
could get

/through any other form of administration.
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Light's Golden Jubilee will be celebrated
next Monday. On that day, Mr. Edison will be
the recipiént.of nation wide tribute for his
invention of the incandescent lamp.

Out along the main travelled roads run the
live wires carrying light to country homes and
in many houses along the way the incandescent
light and other electric equipment bring com-
forts to the thrifty farmer who has profited by
this invention of the Great Wizard.\_

But back from the highways, along the cross-
roads and more remote farms, the farmer is still

burning a kerosene or possibly a gasoline lamp.

I AB we look at the splendid consolidated schools

in well-to-do country districts, and watch the
school buses, loading up the children to deliver
them back to their homes, we almost feel that
Lights Jubilee might be celebrated in thes,fine
country schools where the incandescent lamp of
knowledge is lighting the path of these country
children. :

But let us tramp on further, and find, in

any county, even near the largest cities, how
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many poor one-room ungraded schools we will find,'
One authority states that eleven million children
or nearly half of the public school enrollment is
still going to school in one and two room buildings
handicapped with poor teachers, poor buildings, no
books, and a pathetically short period to get what

7 ) f""’w A g

training they can. %
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In many places,‘and 1nﬂmany particulars, rural
life has been made much more attractive than former-
ly. Good roads and automobiles heip out the social
life. The boys and girls can get into town for
movies and dances and young companye. Farmers
clubs and Boys and Girls clubs have awakened
healthy competition. The radio and rural mails
connect with the political world and outside events.
Even the World Series may be followed in the country
store where the men, at least, eagerly 1iste£ iﬁ ’
excited groups. < So that I've felt almost like
a rude and discourteous person when I had to draw
away a country clerk from the radio to sell me a

loaf of bread.

Yes, it is not lonely in some places. But

d
rive out further and see the families where no
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newspapers or magazines are ever received in
the rural mail, where the children have little
background, short schooling, and lots of hard

work with 1ittle leisure.

Sometimes, and under some conditions, country
life seems the most attractive life in the world,
but_in many instances, it is the most desolate.
The improvement of rural 1life, the solving of
rural problems and the bettering of rural homes
is one of the major problems of the Counﬁﬁgl

In the educational world, the rural séhool
is the weakest spot. And the greatest problem
in the rural school is the rural library. Indeed,
the Iibrary problem is one of the most vital of

rural life problems. How can a child be equipped

for citizenship, for community life, for the:ﬁée

of leisure time, how can he see out beyond his
own limited horizon, how can he get spiritual
vision if he has not had any books, nor any
person about him who loves books. How can he
continue to grow, if his school has not planted
in him a love of reading. Then the father and

£ "
7 -

e
the mother, are they going to vegetate with their
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gardens, and live dumb lives with their dumb
beasts, without any of the outlook and out-
reach that comes to a man through books.

Maybe K I'm exaggeratlng this blessed thing
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Laet week 1T was in North Dakota in a rural

Teachera Institute. oA I was greatly 1ntereeted

in tham and in the eplehdid speakers they had.

One talked most enthusiastically about the neces-

8ity of health measures in the school. Another
gave a most helpful talk on supervised play.

I was stirred to enthueiasm on both.eubjeota,
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but when I found that moat of thoee rural ‘3tugu
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eohoole had no booka, that the dletrlct sohool;

boards felt no particular call to furnish booksa

my enthusiasm for booke 1 trust matched the en-

thuelaem of the other epeakere. | ywzw,ﬂj@-
: Before I epeak deflnltely on my partioular

o
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tOpio; I want to eay somethlng about our particu-
lar profession and the marvellous tools which

wWe use - these winged messengers of life - the

great books of the world which we handle every
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day. We have one of the happiest jobs in the
world, because reading is one of the happiest
occupations in the world, and it is our pro-
fessional duty to create a love for it. Some-
times I am sure we don't see the woods for the
trees - and we forget the great human service

we are doing, in the details of doing it. 1I
often have to remind myself of the glorious
possibilities of a profession which brings light
and inspiration and knowledge and joy and cheer
and health and God into human 11ves through books.

R /;4/4* s - Lirope

A you ardald it yate SE. Prulle Cathedral
in London, you would go up to the whispering Y
gallery, that famous gallery where you may
whisper at one spot and be heard clear across
that great gallery at another spot. I think
that the world of books is much like this
whispering gallery, voices from far away and

long ago can be heard at our fireplaces. Some
one speaks his thoughts and his life experiences,
or his discoveries quietly through the silent

pages of a book,and his voice carries through

the Whigpering gallery of a world to any listener
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who is waiting for his message, and it is

our blessed privilege to bring the message

to the possible listener. These book voices
that can sing or amuse, or teach or inspire, -
we book lovers have listened to them. We know
how we settle down in mental solitude and yield
our whole selves up to a book and become uncon-
scious to everything but the subtle influence
of it. We know how a book may influence us,
more than any person%ygécause we let it be

more intimately close to us, and to say things
to us which we would not listen to from any
person.

Hugh Walpole after describing his own
library as the most delightful library, the
best_arranged, happiest looking, heart-warming
library in the world, says that he came into
it one day and felt a sense of something jarring.
As he looked over the familiar titles, to his |
horror, he found Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre
standing out of its place beside Jane Austen's
Pride and Prejudice. Now, he said, books know

their places, and Jane Austen had to protest
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against Jane Eyre as a neighbor when she remem-
bered what unkind things Charlotte ﬁsed to say
about her. So much does Hugh Walpole love his
books, that each one has a speaking personality
for him, a voice whose whispers he hears, f

o o
'y,

Someway, I too feel about booksxthat I can
never grow old in spirit as long as youth and
progress and enthusiasm lie glistening on the
pages of books - not at least as long as I have
eyesight to read, and then I hope I may have
reserves of thought laid.-up in my mind to take
the place of reading.

Theré'is nothing save the air we breathe

that we have so sacred and clear a right to as

the immortal truths that have been garnered up in

T
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1 ran across a 1ittle poem the other day %}w

which 1 want to share with you. %jjm;ﬁL‘fu
| BOOKS' BOOKS! BOOKS! VPPN
Books! Books! Booksl Fldas

And we thank Thee, God,
For the gift of them;
For the glorious reach
And the 1ift of them;

For the gleam in them;
For the dream in them;
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For the things they teach

And the souls they reach!

For the maze of them,

And the blaze of them,

For the ways they open to us,

And the rays that they shoot through us!

Books! Books! Books!

And we thank Thee, God,

For the light in them;

And the might in them;

For the urge in them,

And the surge in them;

For the souls they wake,

And the paths they break;

For the gong in them

And the song in them;

For the throngs of folks they bring to us,
And the songs of hope they sing to us!

Books! Books! Books!

And we thank Thee, God,

For the deep in them;

For the rhythmic swing

And the sweep of them;

For the croon in them

And the boon in them;

For the prayers they pray

And the doubts they slay;

For the DO in them

And the true in them;

For the blue skies that they show us,
And the new stars that they strew us.

Wim. L. Stidger

(From THE CHINA BOOKMAN)
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May I not again repeat that we have
the happiest job in the world when we who
are ourselves inspired by books, have the
privilege of preaching the gospel of books.
2+ We cannot contemplate the unreached
places without the desire to carry the bene-
fit of books far and wide, and here is this
rural problem right at our very doors.

Some of us have been connected with the

;;fi,Travelling lerary; and State Aid to Schools,

lowt Fv A - g

and have watched the needg in the country
schools, and in the farming communities,
and we believe that the County library system
is the best plan yet tried to reach the
people.

What is the County Library System?
It differs in no essential respect from a
city public library system with its main
library and branches and school stations.&C
It is a public library system for the entire
county. It is supported by a county tax

as are other county departments.

It may be managed by a County library
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board appointed by the County Commissionersor

by a contract with some strong public 1ibrary

wf\ e 3“} f.‘,‘L.{
which manageg the County fund, and ean glve

efficient county service. <

It is a particularly good plan because the
county is a small unit, is usually a well organ-
ized unit, and is a convenient unit for taxation.

Moreover, there are other county officers like

e
' hoet
V o Lo

the County farm agent, the County superintendent,.
the County nurse or welfare worker who will work
in close co-operation.

Moreover, a county library system as dis-
tinguished from a state system gives opportunity
for close supervision and personal acquaintance
with patrons,and the traired experience and
well known zealousness of the modern librarian.

At the beginning of this year all but
eight states (outside of New England) had enacted
laws permitting the establishment of county

libraries, and many county systems have Dbeen

Py
y, e

.1n active co- operatlen for many years, &~/
,,}L TV LA ;.';.-f;.-; 3 L VAot r*! & “/ o i it
' our Minnesota/lerary 1aw is not perfect,
g— VTN
but it is workable, Our County Commissioners
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are empowered to levy a tax not to exceed one

mill, and to establlsh with sucb a fund a county -

vvvv
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library system. | Or they may contract w1th any',:
city or town library for county service on wh§1~li
ever temms can be agreed upon.
There are as yet only eleven Counties in
Minnesota under way. Several of them are doing
splendid work and others are starting on a small
scale, and will gradually work up a county inter-

est. The appropriations vary from $300. a year

tc £28,000. in Hennepln COunty. I would like to

2 A T
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“tell you how we Btarted in Hennepln COunty even
before we had our present law.

For many years all around the outside edges

M’ﬂ }'4« e
of Minneapolis were suburbs W1thout library facil-

5t /-Ttm--

ities, whose reeidents were always wanting to draw
books from our city library. It was very hard

to refuse them, but where should we draw the 1ingm

e ; i
,u Ll /k sl GOk Y Al (L M«” Ltitrloy Aottt

(o The city was encouraglng trade with county resi«~~
dents, all roads through the County led to Minne-x’
apolis, why shouldn't the educational roads lead s

in that direction.

Finally, in 1915, before the present law
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was passed, the Library Board allowed every
resident of the county to draw books on an
equal footing with city residents, and I re-

member with what enthusiasm we drove through the

P i ‘2’"“" A'.'_": j '-"ﬁ"}’"—‘

(AAN

county tacking up placards. Hennepln County
contains 565 square miles, the most distant
point is about 40 miles. Only nearby residents
took advantage of the privilege of drawing books
on a borrowers card, and very few of these were
children. Then with the help of a small sum
from the County Commissioners to pay clerical
help, we started loaning groups of books to the

? f' B vy

Country schools and to a few v111agep that had

led a precarious existence. Reference work was

done for the rural teachers and packages of books
went out to them by rural post.

A 2 s /'

This serv1ce 1h due tlme created an appetite

s r ’

for books in our county nelghbors, a hébit of
expecting frequent exchanges of titles, and a
dependence upon the new facilities. We were glad
that we had been able to awaken interest in books

to such an extent, but it was a great drain on

our resources. In the meantime, the present @Q&&f
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law permitting a one mill tax for a county lib-

rary system had been passed. So after nearly

seven years of almost free service, the Minneapolis
Library had to tell the County 1eaders that the Lo

e a"f & & AT
fk :
expense was becoming too great and suggested tntt

they apply to the County Commissioners to levy a

tax.

;__.'. {
A f e

We withdrew from any effor%i‘feelihg that

the request to the Commissioners should be a

# & N ; “--...,7 s, w0y LE 3}- w—
spontaneous act from the peqplex’f«$ga&ﬁ4w(jng?

Vb Rarppeids Vov-s L Tt Lk P lrKn bt CETZ,]
The County Superintendent who was an ener- -~
getic %nd polit;cally minded woman was the'prime
movert{wwéig é;;)élubﬁomgg; éis£;;ct;;£;glcé;g;ds
and well known county residents down to a meeting,
and the Commissioners realizing that the County
residents themselves were sponsoring the move,
levied a mill tax in 1922, and have continued
to do so every year since.
Then the Commissioners/ﬁéde a contract with
the Minneapolis Library Board that they should
continue to loan their own books when-necessary,

to County residents, that they should house the
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county work in the Library Building, and that the
city librarian should be the County librarian
in charge of the county library fund.

And so the work was under way. The firset
thing that was done was to organize the village
libraries, catalog them, hire librarians and
maintain a real service. Some books, especially
good reference tools were added as part of a
permanent collection, and the permanent shelves
have constantly grown. But other books were
loaned as long time loans from a special county
collection which has gradually become a large
‘and valuable collection. All expenses of these
villages were paid from the county library fund.
At first, the village library board functioned,
and their advice was used for the sake of local
goodwill. But as the years have gone by, and
the village library has functioned better and
better, the library boards have gradually ceased
to exist. In one town the people took up a
subscription, and built a really finillittle

library building, and there are indications

that other villages are thinking of doing the

same.
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The most important¥ef any library is
the librarian, and the director of a County
Library must be not only a godd librarian,
but a peppy,enthusiastic person who can carry
cheer and goodwill along with her. Our County
Director has a most infectious enthusiasm, and
is greeted with smiles everywhere she goes.

She remembers from time to time the small family
matters. She knows all the shut-ins and the
unusual reading tastes. Invitations are refused
or shopping postponed if it comes at the time
when the book truck is scheduled.

Speaking of the book truck, we are now using
our 34 truck. Roads in the country - take
it the year round,are pretty hard on trucks.

OQur first two trucks were made with outside
shelves, the sides letting down to form a shelf.
But the cold days in winter and the rainy days
in summer made it very difficult for patrons to
stand outside and select their books. The

present truck has inside shelves, well lighted,

so that patrons can step inside and select books
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in comfort. The director travels on sched-
uled routes, so that teachers, librarians, and
families en route know when she is coming.
Twice every week the truck is packed with
boxes for schools and village libraries along
particular routes, and the shelves filled with
books of every description. Every place is
visited once a month.

At present we have 20 regular branches
with paid librarians, and 14 stations at
smaller neighborhood centers where the books
are placed in country stores or small banks
or even private homes or institutions. Then
we have school collections at 82 elementary
schools.

As in any public library, the work divides

into school work and adult work.. And the adult

work is certainly interesting as seen from a
book truck. Our truck stops at about 265

families who live too far from a village 1lib-
rarye. The truck drives up to the back door

and honks, and the expectant members of the

family come hurrying out. Perhaps they camry
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a dishpan full of books to exchange, or carry
an apronful. Grandfather comes out to jolly

up the librarian, father talks politics, or

what he heard over the radio. Mother tells about
her preserving, or ailments of the family, or
whatever. The Librarian sizes up their book
needs, suggests some new subject, recommends
books for all and departs leaving some new ideas
to simmer. Once when a patron didn't appear
she went in and finding her sick, made a mustard
plaster and called in a neighbor. This work
from house to house results in some of the
finest adult education stunts that could be
imagined. . Of course, most of the adult service
is through regular channels of branches and
stations, and we are always interested in one

store keeper who immediately upon the arrival

of a supply of books from the truck calls up

his customers - Mrs. 8. "Giants of the Earth"
is here, shall I send it out with your grocery
order, and so around his list.

In a recent visit to the schools of the
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County, I couldn't help but compare the books of
the present collections of neat, orderly, well
used, but well-kept books with the dirty, out-
of-date, and often i1l chosen books huddled in
disorder on a back shelf or closet which we found
in these same schools when Wwe began our County
service. There is no comparison between the
children's attitude toward this constantly re-
newed, clean, school library, and the disgrace-
ful remnants which used to serve as one.

When the truck draws up at the front door
of the school, especially if it be a small school,
it is a most gratifying sight to see teachers and
pupils come out with enthusiasm 10 exchange their
books. This is the opportunity for guidance by
a trained library director. She has already
chosen the books carefully when she filled the
truck with reference to the schools to be visited
that day. Then as each school begins to choose
its month's supply from the shelves, she judlc-
iously recommends this or that for the particular

needs of that group of children. So well has

she learned the characteristics of each school
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and the type of the teacher that she knows just
what will please them.

Usually she carries away with her a list of
titles which the school will need before the next
trip, and these are sent out by parcel post on
her return. Every Saturday many teachers from
the rural schools visit the County headguarters
going over the shelves for particular material.
They are also at liberty to borrow from the city
library music and lantern slides, pictures of
all sorts,-costumes for a play, birds, trees,
flowers for nature worki?%hotographs, maps -
all of this wealth of material which is just as
free to the Country school teacher as to the
city teacher. Perhaps nothing that the County
system does is so0 important as is the interest
and inspiration given to the teaching staff,
through its connection with a city library.

There is no reason why the school library
in each little district school should not be

algo the community library. There could rarely

be a more convenient place for the village library
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than the village school. The children are

the best purveyors for the families who would

not otherwise use the books. Moreover, the

school life of children cannot and should not

be separated from the home life. The County

Librarian going from school to school, and from
family to family comes to understand the home
life as well as the school life, and is able to
administer to the child's book needs much better

from knowing his home background. She can help

to introduce magazines and personally owned books

to the farm center table. She can connect books
wWith daily living and make the child realize
that books are not simply a part of school work
and the preparation of lessons, but companions
at home. She serves these children all summer
long,when schools are closed,through the home
gservice.
The County Superintendent of Schools is

completely sold on the plan of county libraries.
Her only grievance being that the book truck

cannot visit the 80 or 90 schools oftener than

°ncé a month, and that the Director cannot stay




long enough to give the teachers and children
talks on book appreciation.

And so I have given you a brief resume of
our Minnesota County library, as 1 was asked
to do. I am an enthusiastic believer in the
plan for reaching people on farms or very small
communities. I have not heard a single person
in our county complain of the tax which brings
them so much returns.

I realize that Iowa and North and South
Dakota have not yet put the plan into operation,
as have your neighbors Wisconsin and Minnesota,

N ™

but I hope that our success and our experiences

may stimulate to further effort in securing

a county law.
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For the ONTARIQ LIBRARY REVIEW
Avgast, 1931 | AERINELL

There is perhaps no phase of library work which is engaging the attention

of the library world as that which brings reading opportunities to rural
eo&mmitms. This has been taking firm hold in the ghape of County Library
Service, because the County is & most convenient wunit,

_It is the writer's personal judgment from observation and from active
administration of one county system that the plan works out more effectively
if the county officials meke a contract with some town or city library
within the county which shall administer the county library fund. Such a
town library is ususlly administered by trained librarisns snd 1s usually
willing to open its own resources to counily residents to supplement the
county fund.

The amount of the maintenance fund determines the amount of service
which can be rendered cnd should be sufficient to give every one in the
county a fairly adequate service, How mush this will be depends upon the
size of the county and the demsity of the population. Te be concrete may
I us¢ our own Counby of Hemnepin, Minmesota, a&s an illustratica. The
State law allows & maximom tax of one mill walch amovats ln Frunepin County
to nesrly $28,000,.00 for a populstion of 53,000, or sbout 504 per capita,
The tax is not laid on any municipality which prefers td levy its own

for the maintenance of its own local library.
library tax( This exempts the City of Mimneapolis and one other village
which still continues to levy its own local library tax., The remainder of
the county is taxed and rscelves county library serviece.

When the system first started every village except one wolunitarily
turned thelr libraries over to be operated as a part of the gounty syvstem,
There are now in operation 21 gpmty branch ii'braries, each with =
1ibrary assistant in charge, ;;'statiom in small centers, and éimal

gchool collections. Each of these places is visited at least once a

month with a book truck carrying a trained librarian, On the route, the
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book truck stops at/L farmerg® homa and delivers books directly to the

families., It is this library on wheels with a librarian in charge, coming

iR
),

into contact with the pesple, teachers, pupils, village librarians, that
ties wp the whole plan., It gives a splendid school sorvice, changing %hfg s
collections frequently, fittimg the books to the types of children, =ad/ a:j R
fine gpportunity for Adult Education through the homes.

The Minnespolis Library furnishes space for headquarters, and houses
the general sounty ¢ollection. The county fund is kept wholly separste from
the oity library fund, but it is administered, according to contrsct with the
County Commissioners, by the Minneapolis librarian,

As in every growing work, theve are many things that cannot be dome, for

lagk of funds. But on the whole our fund of 50¢ per Gapiia, together with

S I
/\:./ % | A

the co-operatiom of a large librewy, is working out a very valuable rural
- ] - ) -‘? ..,-
Sag é;ff*ffff“i or
snrvice. An-¥986 the circulation wes 395,483 books,/over seven books a year
—PAR.Lapaia, Uulr experienpge leads us to bope that ths nlag may be very

geneyally adopted,




AmeTica believes in education. The very mature of a/’

£

democratic government, whére everyone has a vote seems t1C
demand that people should be ;ducated@ So our prublic tax-
suppror ted-schools are one of our most strongly entrenched
institutions for which we spend most freely and in which we
have the greatest pride. :

But education doesn't stop with school days; there are
too many new discoveries, too many social movements, too many
world events to keep up with, and one cannot keep up with this
modern world without books and magazines. One cannot even
keep up with his neighbors or with his own job without books.

"g0 another institution almost as well entrenched as the public
school has becoeme part of our American system of education.
The public library is the institution which furniehes the
opportunity for men aﬁd.women to keep on improving and developing.

t is_ the continuation school for adults. Through it they

can study every subject which has entered the human mind.
Books furnish a chance to learn and to keep on learning, and
the pudblic library furnishes through its free distributicn of
books what is so dear to every American---Equality of opportunity.

The public library is so pliable an institution that 1t
bends to every growing need of the community, an institution so
susceptible to the social needs, so eager to render all possible

service that it is the one educational institution that reaches

a1l classes and ages and degrees with a chance to 13arnfffom

youth to ©ld age.




In every large city, the library carries opportunity
to all quarters by means of branch libraries, by collectlons
cof books placed in sohools)in hospitals, in factories, and
other centers. The mechanic can get books on his trade, the
business man on salesmanship and advertising, the artist
designs for stained glass or the plan of a building, the mother
books on child training, and the foreigner boocks in his mosther
tongue or helps for his.new Americaniém.KM?

'Tkﬂh&\small towns also have libraries and as far as possible

furnish the same facilities for education as the city library.

ikf But not all of our American citizens live in cities and

towns. If books are so important a means of keeping up witn

the world, why shouldn't it be just as important that the

viliage dwellers and farmer's’ homes be supplied with the same

free opportunities to get books? It ies only just that the

many families living in more or 1less isolation should participate
in all the opportunities to bhecome intelligent citizens. 1t

is evident that they cannot establish libraries of their own.

The district school library is not satisfactory.for the children
literally read the few books to death and there is no central

supply to draw from or to make exchanges.

= 5 .
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The best solution has been found in the County Library/ck
system. The County is a natural unit both for taxing purposes
and for administration. The County library is simply an

extension of the city library organization to the larger unit




of the County. The County taxes itself to support the

County Library just as the city does to support the city library.
The city library has branches and stations throughout the city
with trucks to deliver the books. The County system has &
central collection of books housed in some central lccation

with branches in the villages and staticﬂs at the country 3+ores
or community benters and in the district aieres with a book-
wagon making frequent trips to the stations and calling at the
homes along the route. The plan is éo simple and so small in cost

for the results to be gained, that it is commending itself to

many pleeaeé;vu,{fﬁﬂ&‘

Ca¢1forﬁiasestab119hed a State syﬁiem of county librarias

in 1911, Jénd is vnr}“groud of the wa? it is Workiﬁg Indiana
,f Y

has @féécd county law, soaalso iﬂh>fontana, Minnesota anﬁ othﬂr

‘// %%Wﬂf \_ /
_E}ates°

Let us see how it is working, for example, in Hennepin
County, Minnesota. In the first place, according te the
provisions of the law, the County Commissioners levy a emg=wrrii
tax on all of the County outside of Minneapclis tc maintain
l1ibrary service all over the County. Then according to the
county law, they annually make a contract with the Minneapolis
Public Library so that the Minneapolis library houses the

County Collection of books, and allows the County residents to

vorrow any of the books in the Minneapolis library free of

charge.




The County Library consists of the books bought annually
for “he central exchange collection, and the books which are
bought to remain permanently in the County branches. A
director is in charge who buys the books, loans them and exchangesgj
who visits the branches, trains the librarians, and generally
supervises the whole systen. There are 565 square miles in
this particular county, and there are 19 branch librarizs in
the villages, 13 deposit stations in small communities and
country stores, and about 80 district school libraries. The
vooks are exchanged with an auto truck commonly called a
bookwagon, which stops at all the rural schools and visits about
170 homes which are far removed from any distributing point.

This bookwagon is fitted up with shelves on the outside, something
1ike an o0ld fashioned peddler's carf®. These shelves hold

200-300 books} amd in the inside can be carried the boxes of

books which are going to the regular branches. At each stop,

the children in the schools, or the farmer and his wife at

their front door, come out and pick out what they want just

as conveniently as the city patron goes to the shelves of a

pranch library. K

The County roads are divided up into eight main roads

radiating from Minneapolis. Trips are taken twice each week
with the bookwagon going out on one of these roads each trip,

so that the entire county is covered once a month.




Do they like the service--these County patrons?
Well, on one stormy day when the bookwagon was due, the
librarian was called by a lady who said that she had been
invited out that day, but she wanted to be sure that she
wouldn't miss the "library visit". before she accepted.

If we could only flash a picture before your eves,
of a country school group gathered like bees around the book-
wagon, with their eager little é;éé; rumning over the attractive
book titles, no one could doubt that the County service was an
efficient method. But the evidence would be just as conclu-
slve, if one could see at a farmer's home, the group of friend
farmer and his sunbonneted wife, and_the 0ld enfeebled grand-
father and mother, and the hired help, gathering around this
friendly wagon of books with the cheerful librarian helring
them to select just what she knows will please each one.

Here a Farmer's Institute 1s going to have a program
with some entertaining features. They get a little play from
the Couhty Library which they can act. They want to debate on
the propoéed farming legislation,_they borrow all the arguments
., from the County Library. The County nurse 1is trying desperately
to put over an important idea on the care of children,_she gets the
| County Libréry to co-overate and soon books on the subject are
[ avallable forrthe mothers. The Women's Club 1is attempting an

the members
- ambitions club program, and/ are a little desperate for material

~ to write their papers, but they apply to the County librarian
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and soon their worried minds are set at rest and well prepared
papers are made possible.
QB\\EHe libraries in the small villages, even though

they are n5¥ 50 spectacular are doing the real County L¢bﬂa”Y
‘\,

work. These vf}lages could not sunport a libraryégf any

"».
‘-'v.

value, for old boaks‘hms+ be rebound, and nuw bboka mist be

constantly supplied; %choél ﬁhild*en must- ave material for

debates and for themes, and *W’ aﬂ&l* vil‘age livrary could

“zr. 3--

not meet the requirementsctutsm;a hranvh of the County systen,

/‘

the librarian can send to tw, central'lgbrary for a fresh

exchange of bhooks, ahp»can get special hookﬁ for specls 31

occasions. “hn ﬂan cet advice and help ?rcm ﬁgg County library

director, apd +he service in a little county hrancb can be
-

e

nearﬁﬁwés cood as in a city library, especially if tbﬁ*ﬂapn+y
e
LAbrary has a contract with a city or town library.

Farming is more than a business, 1%t is & lilfe, and the
'lﬁ-:r-

farmerani/family, like his city cousins, want

amisenent and recreation as well as books on

W’”‘%‘h poieisy 4 Ml ALAA (T EP
= ST I.IJ -’d-
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Life in the open country mucst hold forth equivalent
opportunities for education, socdal,and moral welfare, for
joy and content, if the young preople are going to be kept on
the farm. And the County Library is geing to contribute to
this end, even if it is not a panacea for all the difficulties.

Do you 11ve in tha coun+ry, has vour county organized

’i . o-"J i&\ : ..‘-

a Counuy sys*er* 2 I% y@u livs in' innesota ofxln aome s%ate

‘_____'.,,..4-'

REP 5 o .Y, i € # YA A "C&,; ‘ A O’ W\ A el A LAA.
whéeﬁwhax a good state Jaw-; you~caﬂ pursue.*hm Coun+y Commisaianers

un%%%wtﬁ@?“fé?%”ﬁﬁffcewu@5A wholesale house of today would not
succeed without traveling salesmen. If you believe in books
and education for adults as wéll as children, why not be &a
traveling salesman, why not organize a campaign in your county

to inform the reople what advantages could come 1o them through

2 cquﬁtV livrary systemg \ {gndmheww%&$%%ewit“cestswtc~givewthem~

gggwxhﬁimwfamili@smasﬁg@@dwlibrary“advantageSwasweity-peeple-havew-
If you realize that the Rural Life movement is one of the most
impor tant of present day movements, then you will campaign for
your County library. If you realize that the County 1library
supplies stimul%s and interest and furnishes the necessary tools.
to all the other County organizations.that 1% makes poseible

the programs of communlty clubs, study clubs, agricultural

clubs, and furnishes relaxation and entertainment in remote and
isolated homes, you will feel that any laber spent in establishing

s County library will bring lasting benefit to many homan beings.

=7 5
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COUNTY LIBRARIES

AN

ﬁa one ever saw a real modern librarian who was not enthusiastic

’ -
about her work. She believes in reading as the most effective and, as a

matter of fact, the invariable method of getting an education, Who ever
gaw & sg¢hool or a college that did not depend upon the book to get its teaching
across? This enthusiastic librarian knows that the habit of reading is the
most important habit of life if education is to become widespread. She
beiievea in books, not only because they are informative and arouss
interest in the facts of life, but bedausa they are winged messengers of
truth and beauty and righteocusness. They open the eyes of the soul,
Believing and feeling this most deeply, she knows that no movement, no
type o f education can go on without books; without books organized iate
sollactions and used under some form of administrative guidance which we
call a library.
With the modern library movement came the unquenchable desire to make
able to evervbody, and there is no greater record of accomplish-
ment in the country than the pemetration into all fields, of the library
idea, nor one that has still ahead of it the possibilities of greater growth,
Attention was turned many years ago toward the need of books in the rural
districts. The old district school libraries established with such enthusiasm
fifty or so years ago failed completely becasus to quote Mr, Dewey, there was
no supervision. The present state aid to school librariss is only a partial
success Lecause there is no plan for the selection and ecare of the books, or
for their constant exchange. The plan of traveling libraries began, I belleve,
also in New York about 1892 or 1883, to solve the rural problem, and the idea
of a State Library Commission shortly followed. Now State Library Commissions
are active in many states, guiding the establishment and administration of
town and village libraries, and furnishing traveling libraries to many
commmnities. Nothing can take the place of an active atate agency in pro-

moting the whole scheme of library extemsion, These state agencies have been
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most active also in the initial work of securing laws and promoting this
last and most promising method of library extension,~ the county library.

Just the very nsme,. the C-cuht;r Librery, suggests a sclution of the

 whole rural librery problem. It suggests the possibility of co-operaiion

with schools, with farmers' inmstitutes, with women's clubs, with county
agents, and,’:ifzitzr purses; and all of these possibilities héva been mors than
realized in those counties in which the | county library hes besn established.

fost of the states (I believé all but elzht ocutside of New England) now
have laws permitting the sstablishment of county librariea and the lewying .
of county taxes to support them, Pam.sylv&nia has adopted state aid for
county libraries this pest yesr; Californis has a very complete system of
county librariss znd here and there sll over the couniry, individual counties
are beiny organized, until thers are upwards of gounties g=ttinz more
or less complets service. Through the Julius Rosenwald Fund county library
demonstretions have hesn carried on in eleven counties in the Soubh and the
county library plar is probably the one that can best provide the service of books
to the Southern people. The Council of the American Library Association has been
S0 mmitté& to & belief in sounty libraries that it spproved the principle of

federal aid to the county library plan. It has not been brought before Congress

and paturslly the recommendation will be postpened for more favorsble timss.

However, the necd for federal and state aid should be emphasized by all organi-
zﬁtiow for the sake of the meny counties which could not attempt an adeguate
1ibrary plan unaidsd,

In Hawaii there is universal libfary sorvice; four county library systems
are supporisd by territoriasl appropristion and books are available to the
remotest corners, As for that grest country which we could well emulate in
many perticulars (Big Bill Thompson to the contrary notwithstanding), Great

Britain, which began later than the United States, now has practically universal
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county library service. We heard this spring, from the Fresident of the
British Library Msoci&ﬁcn, that the state aid to these libraries had not
only not been d,..m.mishad but in some instances had been increased, so greab
was their belief in li!:mries and ia the county system of administration,

| In the opinion .-»:mri .sexp erience of those who have worked oub a county
1ibrary plan, this plan is the only one which pz*wi&aa aﬁ adequate rural library
service and which enables mmntx'y peopie to have a real public library. 1t is
the only hope of an adult education program in the country districts, and the
only way to ensble gountry voters to read wisely on the enormous gocial,
economic, and natlional problems that are to be solved.

&As to the -pr&ct ical working of a county library plan, it does not differ
in any essential respect froma ¢lty 1library with its numerous branches. The
county library is only a central unit with branch libraries scsttered around a
wider area than the city units. Its operation with a heud director and local
librarians, its traveling book truck carrying exchanzes of books at reagular
intervals is similar in every way to the adminletration of a city libravy.

If I moy spesk personally of the Heanepin County ¢ <?3t$r which 1 know best,
1 v'cmld 1ike to recommend the tle-up with the Minneapolls Public Lidbrary 2s an
advantageous way of a&*siaistering the county system, Our law requires that in
cmmtms where there ia a well organized public library, & contract with that
1ibrary shall be mede by the County Commissionsrs, placing the library tex
fund in the hands of the Library Board for administeation. The public
librariasn tmn begomes the county librarian, and direclis not oxnly the expenditure
of the county library fund but opeans the gity ilbrarzy for the free use of county
residents, 4n this ésun%y we have fourteen statlions, tweniy-ons branches, and

eighty-nine rural schools, every ome of which 124 points 1s vlsited once a month

by the book truck. There are in the County many familles who live some distance
from 2 county branch, and they alse have a right to partlicipate in the County
Library privilegzes, sc the truchk drives up regularly to thelr doors and exchanges

their books for new titles. (Two hundred seventy families are served.)
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A trip on our book truck would demonstrate better than hours of talk

what the county library does for the rural people. In the course of a trip

it stops at a school house, with teacher and pupils trooping out to pick

the titles thoy will want for the next month; then at a farmhouse where the

farmer wants books on §011 fertility or the culture of strawberries, and the

farmer's wife needs a few zood stories, and a book on poultry; on to the

next nsighhor%s where a young mother belongs o a ¢lass in mutrition and has

gent ahead to the county librarian for the books her class needa. Then on to

another neighbor who comes in with her hoe and a basketful of books, explaining

that she doesn't want the neighbors to see how many books she readg, but that

she just has to have a lot; that she really has to read while she hoes. Then

here is a German family and farther on a French lady. Then the truck stops at

a village branch and brings out a big box of new books for them and the director

talks over with the librarian her problems of cataloging or her school problems,

or the arrangement of her furniture,- numerous little detalils in which the

trained director can advise and encourage and awaken interest.

And so the wise county library director goes through the county coming

into close and often confidential relationship with the county people, the
rural teachsr, the consolidated high school teachers, hearing the gossip,
carrying a cheerful word, reporting cases to the county nurse or the social
worker, being the sympathetic visitor whom they all look forward to sesing.

She herself learns much of human nature and knows better, year by year, how

to make her service count. -

The publiec library ia a very pliable institﬁtion. bending to every growing
need of community 1ifé. susceptible to all social needs, eager to render all
possible service through that wonderful tool, the printed page. But in no
-phaae is it more pliable, more susceptible to community life, or individual
ﬁaedsa than in the rural districts through the county library. The improvement

of rural life is one of the major problems before the country.
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Light'e Golden Jubilee was celebrated 2 few years ago. At that time
Mr. Edison was the recipient of nation wide tribute for his invention of the

incandescent lamp., Out along the main travelled 'roaé.n run the live wires

carrying light to country hamés and in many houses along the way the
incandescent light aﬁd other electric egquipment bring comforts to the thrifty
farmer who has profited Yy this invention of the Great Wizard,

But bagk from the highways, along the cross-roads and more remote
farms, the farmer is still burning a kerosene or possibly a gasoline lamp. As
we look a2t the splendid consoclidated schools in well-to-do country districts,
and watch the school buses, loading up the children to deliver them back to
theiyr homes, we almost feel that Light's Jubilee might be celebrated in the
fine country schools where the incandescent .lm of knowledge is lighting the
path of Bhese couniry children.

But let us tramp on further, and find in any county, even near the
largest cities, how many poor one-room ungraded schools we will find, One
authority states that eleven million children or nearly half of the public
school enrollment is atill going to school in one and two room buildings,
handicapped with poor teachers, poor buildings, no books, and a pathetically
short périod to get what training they can, |
In many places, and in many particulars, rural life has been made much

more attractive than formerly. Good roads and automobiles help out the
gocial life. The boys and girls can get into town for movies and dances and young
company. Farmers' clubs and boys'and girls' clubs have awakened healthy compe-

tition. The radic and rural mails connect with the political world and outeide

events. Even the World Series may be fanerea in the country store where the
men, at least, eagerly listen in excited groups. 8o that I've felt almost like
a rude a.nd discourteous person when I had to draw away a country clerk from the
radio to a;eil me & loaf of bread. |

Tes, 1C is not lcmljr in some places. But drive out famrther and see the

families where no newspapers or magaszines are ever received im the rural mail,
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where the children have little background, short schooling, m'lats of hard
work, with little leisure.

SQmétims. and under some conditions, country life seems the most
attractive life in the world, but in many instances it is the most desolate,
The improvement of rural life, the solving of rural problems, and the
bettering of rural homes is one of the major problems of the country.

In the educationsl world, the rural school is the weakest spot. And
the greatest problem in the rural school 4is the rural library. Indeed, the
library problem is ome of the most vital of rural life problems, How can a
child be equipped for citizemship, for community life, for the usé of
leisure time; how can he sse out beyond his owan limited horizon; how can he get
spiritual vgiaionif he has not had any books, nor any person about him whe
loves books? How can he conmtizue to grow, if his school has not planted ixﬁ him
a love of réaa:iing? Then the father and the mother, are they going to vegetate
with theirgard.sns. and live dumb lives with their dumd beasts, without any of
the outlook and outreach that comes to a man through books?

Even if there is state 244 fqr the school library, local school trustess
have been loth to provide money for books. If they do, there sre not MANY .

not amughl to furnish au@plamntemy reading, and recreational reading for a year,

But here comes the county book trusk with a fresh supply every month, Te:chers

may send in to the county collection for special titles; they can come in t¢ the
county librarian and carry away whet they need. The county library has solved
the district school library problem; hes enriched dhe ¢urriculum and made
teaching moch more interesting and valuable.

But 1 think I am é':frymg cocals to Newgastle to arzue the merits of the
county library plan to this group, Your National Congress has slready passed
this resolution:

"Wa recognize the right of children and parente alike
to books and library ssrvice and re-affirm cur en-
dorsement of the gounty library for rural districts.®
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With the endorsement of the Nationmal Congress, Jjust what are you doing to

promote ¢he growth and establishment of county libraries? Your help in
many places is sorely needed. This is perhaps not the year in which to
start new projects that require taxation, but it is very possible now to
interest key men-and women through your organization, so that public opinion
may be ready to meke the demand when better times arrive.

The librarywrld has a large program, no leéss & ons than bringing the
opportunity of books within the reach of every man, woman, and child, Ve
cannot put the program across without the understanding help of Jjust such
groups as the Parent-Teacher Association. Commmumity education, the whole
community, home education as well as school education, self education as
well as classroom education, perent education as well as child education,
rural opportunity as fine as urban opportunity, this is the library aim and
it is your aim, Shall we keep on with our close co-operation until we see

our goal in sight?




SUMMARY CON THE COUNTY BPQ?'TRUSK

at A, L. A, in Juns, 1931

and revamped for publication,
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1
A SUMMARY

A summary of the value of the book truck has been
msde many times. The literature on the book truck is
already quite extemsive. Much of it has been published
as local publicity material to speed the cause of county
libraries, Whether it is a Cornell Extension Bulletin
or a Wilson Bulletin, or a periodical like American
Farming or the story of the book truck of Dayton, or

Charlestown, the account hes always recorded a popular

experiment, which no one ever gives up after trying it

out.
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A-SUNMARY -

A county book truck,as has been dbrought out, is for two

purposes., The one for transportation and the other as a
travelling librarian,
q As a means of transportation it is an absclute essen-
‘ ‘t%a,l. It carries out new books to branches; it brings
back those no longer needed or that require binding. It is
necessary because many of theM stops at small cross-
roads stores and rural schools cannot be reached except
by auto, and the county book truck is the natural method
of delivery.
But, in our experience, the truck has a far more
important function provided it carries not only books but
& trained librearian. On its route it can be not only a

delivery truck but & small peripatétic library on wheels.

It can establish itself as 2 small public library in the
school yard or at a farmer'!s dback door, and for the time

being,it can be not a book truck, but a well chosen small

library. But it must be granted that such service must
be carried out by a librarian who knows her school group
and her individual families, Such a truck service, of

course, has its limitations, Most trucks will carry only

a small collection of a few hundred boocks. But with a

trained librarian in charge, the special requeste or

particular needs ofl a school teacher or an individual, or
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even of the county branch can be talked over and the
needed material can be sent out on the rural mail
delivery.

I had occasion recently to go out on our book
truck to observe the service. The book truck travels on
scheduled routes and scheduled time. The County Director
knew Jjust what schools she would visit that day; Jjust
what type of children and?gi:t what type of teachers.
She kad prepared the collection of juveniles on the truck
to meet the days demands. She knew just what families
she would call upon and what their reading tastes were
and the composition of their families, and she prepared

for them.

Our first stop was at ,t school. The children had

been doing honor reading during the year, and the teacher
prouvdly showed the County Librarian the honor reading list
which reelly was extraordinary. The teacher and ths
librarian had co-operated to advantege.

The next stop was at a greemhouse, The family took,
as usuél, a dozen or 20 volumes of fiction, but quite a
number of books on plant propagation, and grafting.

The next stop found the woman of the house gone, but
she had left a note saying, "Would you please leave me

8 or 9 books that you think we haven't read,"
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¥rs. Madigan, next, lived in a poor, unpainted house,
but she came bringing out a paper bag full of books neatly

packed, and proved to be a most intelligent farm women,

She wanted the librarian to choose books for her High School

daughter, her two grade school children, her little boy,
and the parents.

The mext call was upon a women laid up with rheumatism
for two years. Sometimes the librarian goes in and heas a
chat with her, This time the maid came out because

she wasn't well enough for a chat, Often the neighbdors /

from all arcun%?\ta%ei;de honk of the horn and had a neigh-
borly chat over Iﬂthe books, and gave all the newest gossip
to their friend, the librarian. One farm womn returned
a lot of books on child training which a class of 18
neighbors had been using during the winter, _Thelr aggre-
gate families being 40 children under six years of age.
And so it went all day long. Calls at country
stores checking up the books and leaving a new supply;
stopping at school houses, the children running out with
armloads of books, and their teachers with them, to choose
the next supply: pulling up at farmers' houses, chatting
with the family, sympethizing with their affairs, hearing

about their plans for raising chinchilla rabbits or some

other new and hopeful venture. The County Librarian is a

part of all this community life.
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Few,d':éﬂn—beﬂow..tm the book truck Smm be

supplanted by parcel post or express service as a
means of transportation, but I do believe that it
loses all of its value as a library station for rural

dwellers if it is not a_ccompanied 'gy a trained libra.rian. .

’ 4
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Likewise, I-believe thet a trained librarian mking fre- /; '

quent trips throughout the county loees m.ch of her poasi—-

ble helpfulness if she hasn't a collection of books with
\ . : o~ :_,' “
nerdlry oLl Rt on

[ The book truck like the rural mail, telephone, and

radio, is helping in the solution of rural life, Problems

of country living fall under four heads:

1lst House conveniences, such as power, water, sani-
tation,
Rural beauty, the yard and shrubbery, flowers,
the roadways, and general setting.
Transportation, the road to market, the roads to
neighbors.
The best use of leisure time, Recreations,
reading, and the type of literature obtainable;
art and music, rural drama, neighborhood clubs,

All country pecple are confronted by these problems

whether they are conscious of it or not, Sometimes one

family settling in a rural commmunity stimulates and helps
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toward the solution of these problems. {;,13 the task
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of the thoughtful librerian to find out the rural

leaders, to co-operate with their efforts, to help all u j

rural organizations, to aid any spontaneous rural
activity of—thie—tocei-preblem, If the librarian in a
city is influential with her people,s¢ likewise is the
coulity librarian influential among the rural population

with her library on wheele,




We have Just learned £y 226 counties
|
which sppropriats annually the sum of $1,000,00 or over. OFf these there are
betwesn fifth and sixty which employ the book truck. The guestion of a book
truck has probadbly not been settled on the ground of its being wise or unwise, but
on the matter of expense,

It has been everywhere g populay experiment which no one as far as we know
has glven up after trying. it ié a spectaculsy oxzporiment; it is excellient
publicity; it .axiﬁfﬁ-;artmas county service along every road it travels., it Lias an
appeal to every farmey who feels that he is getting direct roturns for his
money .

It may bs that the yeasons of roads and weather given by the California County
1ibrarian as reasons sgainst using the bLeok truck ars quite sufficlient. Bud
speaking for Minnesota, in winter we have heavy drifts of snow which conpel us to
garry shovels %o dig ourselwes out, and in spring and fall deep mud on '&'h@ unpaved
roads along which the truck picis a precarious way. I M..sw are no olhey

reasons acainst the boock truck method of book aelivery than roads and wealher

then we believe that there are no good reasons except expense against this

popular and perysomal methed, and,fyom .J.f’ poiant of view, necessary method of
reaching the conservative rural dweller with trained service.

A county book trusk, as has been brought out, is fcﬁ' two purposes. 7The
one for transportation and the other as a travelling librarian.,

As a means of frans-partextiﬁn it secms to me %o be an absolute necessity.
It carries oul new books to branchesy 1€ brings bedk those no longey nseded or
that reguire binding. it i3 ecessary because many of the stops at small cross-
roads stores and rural éehaolﬁ gannot be reached exgept by aute, and the county
book truck is the natural method of delivery.

But in our experience, the truck has a far wore important function pro-
vided it ear:ia-ﬂ not only books but a trained librarian., On its route ié can

be not only a delivery truck but a small peripatetic library on wheels. It can




establish iteelf as & srall public librapry in the school yard or et &
varmer's back door, and for the time being, it can be mot a book truck,
but & well chosen small 1ibrary., But it must be granted that such

Librarian who knows her school group and

2
é.;
&
&

- gervice snet be carried
hor individual families,
Such a truck service, of course, has its limitations. lost trucks
will c:;:;rﬂ.zi,-; only 2 small collection of 2 faw handred books, Dud with &
trained librarian iu charge, the .u acial re¢uects o particular needs of
2 school teachar or sn individual, or aven of the county branch ¢anm be
telled over ani the needed materisl can bo sent out om the ruval mail
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garvice. The Yook truck trevels on schoduled Poutes and schaduled tins,

It stops nelither for anow drifte nor storme, The Coundy Dirvrecior knew Jjust

what zchools she would visit that dayp Just whiat type of ghlildrsn and 2490

just what type of tsachera, She preparod the colleostiocn of juveniles om the

truck tc meet the day'’s demendd, She kmew Jjush shet families she would eall

upen and whet thely rveading tastes were and the composition of their families,

and she preparad for them,

Our first stop was at 2 ¢chool., The chiliren had been doing homor
4

reading during the year, and the teachey proudly showsd the Lounmty Llbrarian

il the

the homor reading list which really wos extraordinary. The teacher a

iibrarian had co-operated %o advantage.

The noxt etop woe at o groonhouse, The family took, as usual, a dogzea

or twenty volumss of fictiom, but guite a nmumber of books oa plant propagation

and grafting.

-

The next stop found the woman of the house gone, but asho had loft a note

gaying, "Would yvou please leave me eight or nine books that you think we

haven't read.”
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Mrs, Mddigan, next, lived in a poor, unpainted house, but she cams

bringinb out & paper bag full of books nsatly packed, and proved to be a
ost intelligsent ferm .,w:m. :‘he wanted the librarian to choose books for
her high school daughter, her two grade schoel childven, her little bey, and
the parent:. |

ﬂ“wzi._:s' % eall .., Upon a woman laid uwp with rheumstiam for twc yeare,

- o-dhm

Sometimes tw. librarian goes in and has & ¢hat with l*t.,i‘* Toie tine the maid

out becausc she wasn't well enough for a chat.
Often the neighbores from all around gathered at the honk of the hora and

had a neighborly chet cver the books, and gave all the newest gosstp to their

friend, the librarian. Ome farm woman returned a lot of bocks on child training
which & ¢lass of eighteen neighbors hod boen ueing during the winmter, their

aggregate familles being forty children under six years of age.

And 8o 1t went all dsy long. Oalls at country stores checking wo the
books and leaving a new supply; stopping at school houses, the chiliren running
out with armlosds of books end thelr toschers with them, to choose the next
supply; pulling up at farmers' houses, chattine with the family, sympathizing
with their affairs, hearing about their plans for raising chinchilla rabbits,or
some other new and hopeful venture, The County Librerian is 2 part of all this

community life.

The County nurss ©089 out with her auto and sppliances, The Gounty Agent
goes out personally; the County Library Director mmst do likewise,

How. of course the book trucl could be s@plantad by pareel post or express
service as 2 meznsg of transportation, but I do belisve that it lm;-i:us all of
its value ag a iibrary staticn for rural dwellers if it is not accommiad by a

not a young assistant, not & chauffeur, but an experienced,

understanding librarian., Likewise, & ti;ain@& livrapian nalking frequent trips
throughout the county in her cwn cay loses mmch of her possible helffulness if

she hasn't a collection of books with her for immediate service.



el

The book truck 1ike the rural mail, telephone, and radiot, is helping

in the solution of rumal life., Problems of country living fall under four heads:
lsd House conveniences, such as power, water, sanitation.

Rural beauty, the yard 2ad shrubbeyy, flowers, the roadways, and
goneral setting, I

Transportation, the road to mariet, the roads to neighbors.

The best use of leisur@_timﬁg Regreations, reading, and the type of
literature obtainable; ért end smusic, rural drama, neizhborhood
slubs.

All countyy people are é@nfréntad by these problsems whether they are
gonscious of 1t or not., Sometimen one family eettling in 2 rurel commnilty
stinnlates and helps toward the eoclution of these problems, It 1s the task of
the thoughtful librarisn to distribute books on these vrobleme and to ses that
they reach the right people; to find out the rural leaders, to co-operate with
thelr efforts, to help =l rﬁrgl orzanisations, to ald any spontaneous rural
activity. If the librarian in a oity ls influsntial with her people, so
likewice 1s the countv librarian iaﬁlv@mtigl amone the rural pooulation with
her libravry on wheels, Hural people need to be helped to sound thinking on
public questions, (Think of our laﬁiﬁiatvxes,ﬁ No one can help better than
the irained librarian establishing herself with a smell publie library on
wheels with booksa on thranﬁ torics and up-to-date matters at the countiry

stores and in the farmere' back yards,
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