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THE LIBRARY LOOKS BACK AND FORVWARD

Forty years ago on the 1l6th of December the Public Library of
Minneapolis opened its doors for the first time to the community
which it was to serve. Our minds go Bback through the changes that
havé taken place. Two remarkable men have served as librarians.

the library
The one who crzanized/and, with“u far look ahead, planned its
policy,was Mr. Herbert Putnam, who now stands at the head of his
profession as the Librarian of the National Library. The other was
the late Dr. James K. Hosmer, historian and poet, whose wide knowl-
edge of books built up a splendid collection.sef-beosoks.

When the lidbrary opened there was but one building; now there are
21 brench libraries, with library service in hospitals, business houses,
schools, snd county stations,-- a great system radisting throughout the

city and county and resching thousands of homes through the 164,000

borrowers. A great circulation of books has been the result and a fine

personal service, of which we are Justly proud.

But size is not the only messure of usefulness, and perhaps this
anniversary is a good time to think of more intensive gruﬂth, We are
entering another phase of library service and are asking ourselves if,
with all the large circulation of books, public taste, Quﬁliéy of
reading and public thinking have risen proportionately. We are a little
skeptical, and are wondering if we should not chance the falling of f of
our proud statistics in the interest of gquality rather than quantity.

Is it not the function of the library to promote good reading rather
than to yield to a demand unscrupulously stimulated by skillful advertising.

When there is to much need for clesar thinking, for thoughtful considera-

tion of public problems, and for those visions without which the people




perish, should libraries not improve their chance of creating new

standards of appreciation for the best ocutput of the beok presses.

Perhesps to no other group as to the one which rezds this Bulletin
can we say so frankly that the 1library of the near future may cease to
be a purveyor of best sellers, but,in the interests of new and bdetter

gtendsrde, may dere to be indifferent to mass reading and may give more

skillful snd expert service to individual needs.
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