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“If one were to ask an intelligent and
well-informed foreigner as to the most
important contribution of the American
people to human enlightenment, the
answer would in all probability, be,
the American Public Library."

(From Office Memorandum-
November 10, 1925

Proposed Program in Library
Service of the Carnegie Cor-
poration of New York.)
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CONFERENCE OF SOUTHERN LEADERS. President Graham
of the University of North Carolina is Joining the
Southeastern Library Association and the A , L. A.
in calling at Chapel Hill, April 7 - 8, a con-
ference of Southern citizen leaders and representa-
tives of organizations interested in Southern
progress to consider the library in relation to all
educational, cultural, and social agencies in a well-
rounded community development. The Library Exten-
sion Board approved the plan, in principle, at the
Midwinter Conference and referred details to the
Executive Assistant and Regional Field Agent, sub-

Ject to the approval of the Chairman,
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"In times like these the services of the public
library are simply indispensable if we are not
to start a relentless march backward toward
barbarism. Not only is the library a place of
comfort and relaxation to weary and depressed
people, but it is the fundamental mine of the
historical and other knowledge necessary for the

use of the citizen who is going to take an in-
telligent part in the discussion and determination

of public affairs."

Newton D. Baker






