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A MILLION DOLLARS FOR LIBRARY WORK
By an Investment of $25 a Year

Y THE terms of a very unusual offer the Carnegie Corporation of New

York will grant to the American Library Association $1,000,000 for

library service if the Association can raise a million by its own efforts.

Because of their belief in the desirability of interesting many people in

library development, the officials of the Carnegie Corporation are willing to

credit toward this fund all new memberships in the Association at a capitalized

value of twenty to one. A contributing membership at $25 a year may, therefore,
be counted as equivalent to a gift of $500.

Some of the projects which the A. L. A. wishes to promote are:

LiBrary ExTENsION. The attention of the whole country is now focused on the
farmer and his needs. The Association believes that it is the time for a vigorous at-
tack on the problem of supplying library service to the 42,000,000 people in rural
communities still without book privileges. The radio, the ‘“Master Farmer” and
“Master Homemaker” contests, the 4-H Clubs, the Boy Scout and Girl Scout move-
ments—all stimulate a desire among rural people for better standards of living, new
ideas in farming and homemaking, nature study, athletics and handicraft as well as
for recreational reading. This means an increased demand for books. Through its
Library Extension Department the Association is working to multiply library privi-
leges for rural dwellers.

ApuLt Epucarion. A recent study of 883 young men and 985 young women
industrial workers disclosed that one hundred per cent had some reading interest.
Their favorite newspaper was one of the more sensational Chicago dailies. The most
popular magazine was one of the “true confession” type. The younger males had a
higher percentage of interest in crimes. Those contributing to the data were between
fourteen and twenty-one years of age and representative of 360 industrial plants in
and near Chicago. Through its Board on the Library and Adult Education the Asso-
ciation is endeavoring to increase the reading opportunities for the millions of young
men and women out of school. More than 500,000 of the A. L. A. Reading with a
Purpose courses are in use as a stimulus to the reading of worth-while books. Some of
the large industries are using these courses to help direct the reading of their employees
into better channels. One firm alone has used over 12,000 of them.

Lierary Work witH CHILDREN. This is another aspect of library work only
awaiting funds to forward it. It will mean increased activity in a field with enormous
possibilities. More than half of those acquiring the reading habit in some of our big
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