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| s ‘. September 5, 1929.

§ Miss Gradia Countryman:

It is twelve years since Prof. Hutchinson, now in his 8lst year, retired from
active teaching service. Of these twelve years, the last five have been spent in com-
plete darkness. The effect of this blindness in isolating him from his friends, from
his old world of books and the challenge of new ideas, from that institution, the
University of Minnesota, which he served so long and faithfully, can scarcely be real-
ized by those of his friends who are not in daily personal contact with him. The in-
creasing speed of life which makes it almost impossible for his o0ld friends to call
upon him, or write him; the staggering recent growth of the U of Minnesots with its
corresponding increase and change in the personnel of the faculty, which leads him to
believe that both himself and his influence are a forgotten chapter in the history of
the institution; his inability to read, to travel, to find his way about through his
0ld beloved environment, so different from that which he remembers; these and & score
of other reasons have made him despondent and unbelievably unhappy. Though he must know
otherwise, the trend of the times would seem to convince him that the whole of his life-
work end influence, all his insistence upon the subtler values of life has seemingly
evaporated before the glare of modern speed and practicality. And yet the value of his

influence on two generations of students cannot be even estimated, and grows year after
year.

For several years I have considered the feasibility of a biography of this
man whose life and work I believe to be great enough and historically interesting enough
to warrant a study. Still the objective elements of his life have been so meager - he
has done so little in the way of outward and showy activity - that such a biography as
one could fashion would be largely a tracing of his influence on the lives of his stu-
dents and on the growth and development of the U of Mimnesota. And I think this could
best be done by his friends, students, and faculty colleagues.

Upon the advice of several of his intimate friends, I am writing to a number
of his old friends, students and colleagues, asking them if they would consent to write
wha't, for lack of a better name, I call an article, (testimonial sounds too funereal,
letter implies too 1little thought) that will describe my grandfather, his work, in-
fluence, etc., be anecdotal, personal, etc; be biographical in as large & sense as
possible; and act as a testimonial to the 0ld man himself that his influence is still a
real and vital thing in his students' lives and his colleagues' memories. These letters
or articles would be bound together and presented to him at some opportune time in the
near future, (for his tenure on life is not strong) and would serve two large and worthy
ends. As a message from hls friends, they would pour new blood into his veins, would
reassure him in hls world of darkness that he was still one of them: growing, not
diminishing in the power of his good works. And as a semi-historical, semi-biographi-
cal source book they would ultimately be turned over to the University Library, should
their worth, literary or historical, warrant it. - In case the collection should prove
outstandingly successful, I see no reason why the whole group, or the most valuable of
the group might not be printed or mimeographed to the extent of a few scores. On the
other hend, all letters shall be treated confidentially and shall be made public only
after permission has been given.

Would you, as an old friend of John Corrin Hutchinson, undertake to write such
an article, say before the end of September? You would honor s fine man, and consider-
ably lighten some of his remaining days.

Sincerely,

Welter H. Hodgson
740 Cherokee Avenue
oaint Paul, Minnesota
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